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Avoid direct contact or 
consumption.  
 

 Keep your greywater systems 
away from your drinking water.  

 
 Label the greywater system so 

children understand not to drink 
or play in it.  

 
 Use gloves cleaning the filters 

and wash your hands after using 
greywater. 

 
 Don’t allow greywater to pond on 

the surface or run off the 
property 

 

 
Avoid placing micro-organisms 
on plants 
 

 Avoid watering plant foliage 
where people could pick them 
up and ingest them. 

 
  Don’t water lawns or food 

gardens but water trees and 
shrubs through sub surface 
irrigation. 

Avoid producing or using 
smelly unhygienic water 
 

 Greywater systems work 
best with fairly clean water. 
Bathwater and shower water 
is fine but laundry water from 
washing soiled nappies is 
best diverted to the sewer.   

 
 Storing greywater longer 

than 24 hours allows 
bacteria to multiply. Use it as 
quick as you can. 

Avoid contaminating surface water 
and groundwater. 
 

 Discharge greywater below 
ground or into mulch filled basins 

 
 Don’t apply greywater to soil if 

the soil is too wet. 
 

 Spread the greywater around, so 
it can soak in and the soil can 
aerate between watering 

Avoid contaminating soil with 
toxic chemicals. 
 

 Many household cleaners are 
toxic to plant and soil life. Divert 
this water to the sewer instead. 

 
 Automatic dishwasher greywater 

is best diverted to the sewer. 

Keep the greywater system 
well maintained. 
 

 Key to avoid creating a 
smelly nuisance. 
 

 The filter catches lint, hair 
and soap scum. This will 
fill quickly and could need 
weekly cleaning.  
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Diagram 2 shows a simple design for a gravity 
tank system. 
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Diagram 3 shows a design for a pump driven 
system. 
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