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me huri whakamuri, ka titiro whakamua
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Kapiti Coast: Choosing 
Futures -Community Outcomes and Community Plan

1
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Context

What is the Coast?
  natural ecosystems
  development
  community values

2
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Vision

Community Plan to

Consultation

• wider community vision
  Community Outcomes-Choosing Futures

• districtwide coastal outcomes

3
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Vision
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Whakawhanaungatanga / Manaakitanga

Te Reo

Kotahitanga

Tino Rangatiratanga
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Examples of what these principles can mean

Whakawhanaungatanga / Manaakitanga

Te Reo

Kotahitanga

Tino Rangatiratanga

Practical examples of what this can mean for
the coast.

kaitiakitanga



16

The Kapiti Coast:Choosing Futures - Community Outcomes 

Outcome 1: there are healthy natural systems which people
can enjoy

The coast in its entirety is recognised:

• as a complex system that is affected by actions along its
length;

• as being central to the local culture and lifestyle;
• as a place for its natural and wild feel;
• as being the marine edge, the front dunes and wetlands.
and that this is supported by:

• retaining the wild natural character and the health of the

• retaining dunelands and wetlands in subdivision design
and development;

• achieving improved design of coastal walls with a focus
on ‘natural design’;

front dunes and associated wetlands.
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overarching objective

That environmental and lifestyle values that have always
attracted people to the area are retained and enhanced and
the historical, geological and cultural values are maintained.

context principles
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Vision



exotic
species

native plants

informed

interpretive signage

pest plants and
animals

• Restoration planting

interest groups

public
accessway

natural areas

• Harvesting

• Any structure

designed

• An enforcement

Beach Bylaw

designated activity

• All user groups

character

• Amenities
are clustered to protect natural and sensitive areas from

• All users

contiguous natural resource
in front of public and private assets

public realm



• management principles
• legislative context

4



21

coastal processes and

• Unique heritage

protect character
environment

different needs

of natural features

access

compromises

inclusive
process

• Emergency management

dune margins are treated and

community asset

built settlements

What does it all mean?
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LTCCP
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• community stewardship
• natural environment
• harvesting
• getting to the coast
• activities on the coast
• hazards
• built character

5
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stewardship

natural
ecosystems harvesting
access recreation and use

coastal hazards built
character
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Via Te Whakaminenga o Kapiti;

Annual Forum - open to all interested

Local Stewardship - open to all

• prepares a simple report on issues to Community Boards and Annual

}
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The two guiding strategic documents for coastal management 
will be the Coastal Management Strategy and any iwi 
management plan developed by any of the three iwi.

to protecting the mauri.  There is great similarity in the practical 

community.  Any future iwi management plan and the Coastal 
Strategy will complement each other.  

areas have been aligned with the rohe of each iwi.

These management areas form the basis of the local area plans 
that follow at the end of the strategy.   They are shown on the 
map opposite.



Management of Resource Use and Effects on Ecosystems

Management Tool Access Harvesting Recreation/Use Natural Systems Hazards Built Character

Use and access

Rotational Harvest



Rahui

Education

Management Tool Access Harvesting Recreation/Use Natural Systems Hazards Built Character
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Management Tool Access Harvesting Recreation/Use Natural Systems Hazards Built Character

Provide plants to residents  



Management Tool Access Harvesting Recreation/Use Natural Systems Hazards Built Character

structures
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Sand dunes contain many important cultural sites

manage vegetation
restoration

planting

back dune species

Pest animals

eradicate
Weed control

public education on cultural issues
cultural artefacts

cultural sites

community groups and support

supply

Wellington
Region Pest Control Strategy

Weed control as per Greater Wellington Pest Control Strategy

out competed

Challenges Response
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Challenges Response

Pollution

farm runoff

unmanaged and as a result carry many contaminants

non-locally indigenous

Gardening in the dunes

rivers estuaries and marine areas of national importance

partnership

Use signage

encourage

remove

implementation plans

healthier waterways

riparian planting
fenced off

removed

Garden dumping
Beach Bylaw review.

A landscape or natural character assessment
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Challenges Response

Litter

Damage
walking

vehicles

driftwood

litter removal on

enforcement action

Access to sensitive areas

informed
coastal vegetation

community
group dune restoration projects to educate on coastal processes and

‘open space’
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kaimoana

food gathering

staple diet

valued
recreation



Tuna heke

- maintaining the resource

Structures in waterways

whitebait Waikanae Estuary

vehicles and horses

Challenges - understanding the resources Response

cultural values of the coast

Signs on the coast

Annual Coastal Walkshops

to assist in movement of aquatic

Consider permanent or seasonal restrictions to ensure sensitive areas
are protected



Challenges Response

Pipi beds

Pingao

harvesting

education

seasonal vehicle restrictions

trees other than pines

beach care
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Coastal resources

Access

Challenges - managing the harvest Response

education on harvesting

Recognise that harvest on the coast is important

Undertake a bylaw review

Stones

Support rahui

Manage some activities seasonally.

Develop and publish a coastal events and harvest calendar

Undertake an annual harvesting report
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}
}

Resource

RolesImproved bylaws and education support
Support for rahui
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Vehicle access

vehicle accesses

damage to the dunes

Aerial photo showing frequent tracks across foredune 
in urban area

All vehicle access
restricted

Challenges Response
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Challenges Response

many enforcing rules

use of vehicles on the beach is covered in the section about Recreation 

pedestrian access

horses

few
accessways

Blokarts

disability parking permits

launching and retrieving boats

reviewed
upgrade, delete or maintain

elderly, disabled or pushchairs

Signage

prominent signs

A permit



46

Unmanaged or private access

private paths

public pedestrian accessways

control erosion

links

user safety and protect natural

Challenges Response

new subdivisions fenced
private access ways

negotiated case by
case

Public
user needs

2m wide to

All access in new developments
part of subdivision

fenced

whitebait season

• access to certain areas may be closed
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popular destination

Community Plan

activities

behaviour

can ruin
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vehicles on beaches

speed of vehicles and
dangerous

driving, driving in the dunes

open road speed limit
motorcycles

speeding and dangerous driving
Police

licensing and registration

Motorcycles

restrictions

Set a speed limit 30kmh

Protect the dunes

Restrict boat launching

disabled persons

moving vehicle

enforce licensing and
registration

legally a road,

Challenges Response



provide a place
motorbikes not a road or beach

Uncontrolled dogs

injuries and fatalities due to

Community/iwi ‘policing’

beach experience

connection

wellbeing

Camping

opportunities for youth

enforced

better enforced

Council or Main Security

Restrict use seasonally

protected from inappropriate use

mobile homes and

Challenges Response



awareness

better enforcement

Challenges Response

clear signage at entrance from road and access

Educate

beach patrols

infringement notices for
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natural system

erosion

northern section of coast

southern sections of coast

Paekakariki coast

Queen Elizabeth Park
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development

coastal environment

seawall
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Wind erosion can occur at

dune blowouts

Wave erosion

additional coastal hazards
Storm-surge can cause coastal

Climate change

Sea level rise

review
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Tsunami

assessment of
coastal hazard risk

Building setback lines

open
coast assessment

2006/07 Long 
Term Council Community Plan
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sea level rise

long term historic shoreline change

dune stability

an error component

pressures of land development in coastal areas continue

Today good

District Plan contains a variety of provisions

strategic response
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private
coastal protection

property is threatened

land development

erosion

Challenges Response

protect only public assets

encourage accretion

emergency coastal protection works

enforce

rolling fund
protection activities

carrying over

targeted rate

An assessment of erosion hazard
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new development
set back

revising

current developments

data

partnership is required

Challenges Response

development setback lines

consultation

protect existing amenity

improved monitoring

work collaboratively
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A consistent approach

a more proactive

natural as possible

‘Soft’ solutions

stormwater outlets and stream

Challenges Response

local coastal management plans

soft engineering solutions

hard structures to

sand binding
more widespread restoration

upgrade, delete or maintain

encourage
accretion

inter-tidal zone



hazard protection

‘cut’

source of stones

ecosystem

consistency

trigger points

Challenges Response
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coastal development

residential housing

associated structures

built character

Challenges Response

character areas

building setback lines

amenity

character

(Long Term Council 
Community Plan

character particularly
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graduated

building height, setback,

  

vegetation
landform

character

Privatisation

Challenges Response

design

building heights

Encroachment



63

north)
Peka Peka Ati Awa ki Whakarongotai

6



64

This is an established residential area where a road is located 
on the top of the foredune providing a setback to the building 
line. Baches and houses are level with or lower than the road 
and front the road and therefore the beach. The overall scale 
of the residential development is small. The property sizes are 
small and regular. The houses are 1-2 storey, wooden with small 
building footprints. House setbacks vary as does house colour. 

setback and no esplanade reserve. There is a small local corner 
dairy and a café.

residential development is across the road from the beach.

community to resolve local problems in the most natural way 
possible.

-
-

-

-
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NO vehicles

Restrict access to approved public access

limited mobility and
pushchairs

environmental outcomes

viewshafts

access

vegetation

Protection

Challenges Response

Enforcement

upgraded

Wood stacking
greater

damage

existing rights

range

Restoration
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Waitohu Estuary

Rangiuru signposted as unsafe

Challenges Response

and sensitive natural areas
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Te Horo Beach is unique in the District with a stone beach as 

Mangaone Stream.

-

-
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Te Hapua

wetland is one of only 3

Signage visitors

vandals

a desire to see beach restoration

water

motorbikes
and quads

coastal development

Challenges Response

environmental restoration

ecological sites

Signage

Flyers
offenders on the beach

freshwater from pollution

Vehicles

consultation



Challenges Response

Te Hapua Wetlands as a unique
ecological features

character
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This local area plan for the Peka Peka settlement and associated 
beach falls within two iwi rohe areas.

From Peka Peka north in the rural area there is a 50 m esplanade 
reserve with some 20 metre wide reserves in the higher density 
rural hamlets.

The coastal strip from Peka Peka is one of the last largely 
undeveloped areas of coastal private land in the District, 
(the other is north of Otaki). The preservation of this strip 
is essential if it is to be considered a high value biodiversity 
example in Kapiti.

Peka Peka enjoys the reputation of being a free beach where all 
activities are permitted including horses, dog exercise, vehicles, 
land yachts and all pedestrian and water based activities.

There is only one public vehicle access (at the end of Peka Peka 
Road) and two additional pedestrian accesses at Marram Way 
and in Pharayzn Reserve (south end of Paetawa Road). 

Residents like hearing horses training on beach.

The overall strategic response for Peka Peka is improved control 
of vehicles on the beach, assistance with dune planting, ensuring 
safety for users and protecting biodiversity.

-
-

-

-
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hoons

children to play

speeds and enforce

Sewerage ponds

community group

existing

controlled

Toilets

Challenges Response

education

Speed limit

Enforcement

started in

dune care group

Development

Dogs

sustainable and natural as



72

Waikanae

This is an area that was once dominated by baches but is now 
establishing as a residential area. There is a mix of housing types 
ranging from older single storey small wooden baches to 2-3 
storey modern houses. There is a single row of houses between 
the reserve and the road. 

There are no views to the beach from the road. There are tall 
Macrocarpas and a grassed area in the recreation reserve. Within 
the beach settlement there is a presence of old established 
Macrocarpa hedges. 

There is a local store and public tennis court and recreation 
reserve adjacent to the beach in the older beach house area. 

The overall strategic response for Waikanae is to assist local 
groups with dune restoration, review accessways and upgrade 

retaining natural areas.

-

-
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building setback

Consider removing

buffalo grass

dune restoration

Pingao

access

Disability access

camper vans

Challenges Response

Setback

districtwide
local problems

Link

Spinifex to residents to replant in

management
improvements

Accessways

displaying mobility stickers

Promote
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Paraparaumu

Paraparaumu Beach is the central residential area in the District. 
It includes a mixed use Beach Town Centre with some high 
density apartment living and a large beachfront recreation area 
(Maclean Park). Buildings within the town centre are up to four 
stories high with no view shafts between buildings and no room 

between public and private space.

The streetscape is formal with provision of car parks and various 
public facilities. Maclean Park is one of Kapiti’s premier parks. 
The presence of stone retaining walls and buildings on the 
foreshore create a strong built character to the foreshore reserve.

The beach front residential areas have distinct characteristics 
depending on whether or not there is a road between properties 
and the beach. Along Marine Parade there is a 2m+ bank to the 

The houses in the second row back do not overlook the beach.

The Manly Street residential area consists of houses directly 
fronting the foreshore. Housing is generally on individual 
sections with a 20m esplanade reserve providing a building line 

The overall strategic response in Paraparaumu is to assist dune 

and garden dumping and control development.

-

-
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Protect

apartments

development

Water quality

access

improve identity

Challenges Response

appropriate

town
centre

Stormwater

investigated

Water quality
safe

public

preference
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Challenges Response

gardens

dump garden
encouraged

littering
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Challenges Response

The Esplanade

eroding

Public access

inspections

seawall

concept design
developed and consultation

upgrades

checked and maintained



Challenges Response

Soft options

Consultation

considered as an option for coastal

enforce

erosion risk
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seawall

No removal

no more seawalls

Access

access

landform

Challenges Response

existing built
environment

brochure

Protection solutions

access

Sites for limited mobility access

character
Landform
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Accelerated erosion

Amenity values

Assets

Beach Bylaw

Climate change

Coastal environment

Coastal margin

Coastal marine area

Coastal reserve

District Plan

Dune margin

Dune restoration

Ecological sustainability
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Ecosystem

Esplanade area means an area of land vested as esplanade

Esplanade reserve

Esplanade strip

Estuary

Habitat

Harakeke

Hikoi

Hui

Inanga Galaxias attenuatus

Galaxiidae

Iwi

Iwi authority

Iwi Management Plan

Kahawai Arripis Trutta

Kaimoana
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Kaitiaki

Kaitiakitanga

Koura

Lagoon

LTCCP

Kapiti Coast: Choosing Futures - 
Community Plan

Mahinga kai

Manage

successfully

Mana whenua

Mauri

Natural character

Para Lepidopus caudatus

Paru

Pedestrian

Pingao Desmoschoenus spiralis

Pipi Amphidesma australe

Private

Protection in relation to a resource means its maintenance as far

Public
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Rahui

Restoration

Riparian margin

River

Rohe

Spinifex spinifex sericeus

Sustainable management
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Taonga

Taonga raranga

Territorial authority

Tikanga

Tino rangatiratanga

Tohemanga Amphidesma ventricosum

Trigger point

Tuatua

Tuna

Tuna heke

Water

Water body

Whenua

Wetland




