
CARIN
G FOR 

SAN
D DUN

ES  
IN

 KĀPITI
How

 w
e can help our dunes and  

how
 the dunes help us

Council’s role
W

eather and sea dam
age to dunes is a natural process 

that w
ill alw

ays occur. But the restorative action of native 
sand-binding plants can heal and rebuild them

.

Council supports that natural process by restoring and 
protecting  native plants and encouraging  responsible use 
of the dunes by  locals and visitors.
• 

Council collaborates w
ith com

m
unity groups, private 

landow
ners,  Greater W

ellington Regional Council and 
the Departm

ent of Conservation
• 

Each year the Council coordinates the planting of 
thousands of native plants in our sand dunes 

• 
W

e partner Greater W
ellington’s Key N

ative Ecosystem
 

Program
m

e, w
hich  selects priority sites for protective 

m
anagem

ent, including five along our coastline 
• 

Council em
ploys tw

o full tim
e Environm

ental 
Restoration Officers w

orking across the district 
alongside com

m
unity groups.

W
e have a responsibility under the Resource M

anagem
ent 

Act (RM
A) 1991 to identify and protect areas of significant 

native vegetation and habitats of threatened native species. 

Find out m
ore

On our w
ebsite at:  

w
w

w
.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Our-District/Biodiversity

And through the follow
ing links:

w
w

w
.coastalrestorationtrust.org.nz/resources/links/

w
w

w
.gw

.govt.nz/kne/

w
w

w
.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/run-a-project/

restoration-advice/dune-restoration/

 Do som
ething to help

• 
Keep to the public access w

ays.
• 

Spread the w
ord, teach your kids and tell your visitors.

• 
Join a local care or restoration group.
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Sand dune protection
As w

ell as staying on m
arked tracks, the follow

ing 
helps protect dunes:

  
Keep vehicles off – driving on dunes kills 
native plants and anim

als.

 
Encourage kids to learn about and 
respect the dunes instead of playing on 
them

, causing dam
age.  

• 
Dispose of garden w

aste responsibly – garden 
w

aste dum
ping is how

 w
eeds spread at the 

expense of plants w
e need to flourish.

• 
Resist the urge to ‘garden’ or landscape the 
dunes - instead help restore them

 by joining 
a care group or collaborating w

ith Council 
in a restoration project.  (Council plans and 
prioritises w

eeding and planting along our coast 
and w

orks w
ith com

m
unity and local governm

ent 
partners to achieve sustainable outcom

es.)
• 

Control w
eeds at your place that could spread 

into the dunes. 
• 

Control pest anim
als like stoats, rabbits, 

rodents and possum
s.
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Kanuka (Kunzia ericoides)

W
iw

i (F
ici

nia nodosa)

Pingao (Desmoschoenus spiralis)

HIGH TIDE

LOW TIDE Sand moves up beach

HIGH TIDE

LOW TIDE

                  
        

                                         Original beach level

Offshore 
bar

Dune face 
erosion

HIGH TIDE

LOW TIDE

Plants grow 
down dune

HIGH TIDE

LOW TIDE

SUCCESSFUL DUNE RESTORATION IN KĀPITI
This photo series of 
Paraparaumu Beach 
shows restoration  
planting that’s helped 
damaged dunes move  
10 metres closer to the 
sea over eight years.

2010 2013 2018

SETTLED WEATHER
Sand builds up on the beach and dunes.

STORM EROSION
Waves erode the beach and dune, eroded sand forms an offshore bar.

POST-STORM BEACH RECOVERY
Sand moves onshore and rebuilds the beach.  
Dune plants grow seaward down the eroded dune face.

POST-STORM DUNE RECOVERY
Dune plants trap sand, gradually rebuilding the dune.

THE SAND DUNE LIFECYCLE
• Dunes protect and support the environment where we live, work and play.
• It’s important they continue to stand strong between us and the sea.
• We can help by staying off the dunes and only using the marked public tracks with blue posts.

BACK DUNE
Ngaio
Mahoe
Kanuka

MID DUNE
Taupata Tauhinu
Harakeke Wiwi
Pohuehue

FRONT DUNE
Spinifex
Pingao
Nihinihi

#kapitiwalkswithrob
Learn more 

and take a 
dune walk 

online with 
biodiversity 

guide Rob 
Cross… 

LOCAL NATIVE DUNE PLANTS

Plants trap 
sand

Mahoe

Harakeke (flax)

Spinifex (Spinife
x s
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)

Nihinihi  (Calystegia soldanella, shore bindw
ee

d)

Ngaio (Myoporum laetum)
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u 
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zt
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m

nus leptophylla, cottonwood)Pohuehue (M
uehlenbeckia complexa, wire vine)

Ta
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a (

Co
prosma repens)


