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The Apple Orchard (2013) 

by Susan Wiggs 

Set to inherit half of Bella Vista, a one hundred-acre apple orchard in a town called 

Archangel, along with a half-sister she's never heard of, Tess Delaney, who makes a living 

restoring stolen treasures to their rightful owners, discovers a world filled with the simple 

pleasures of food and family. 

Auē (2019) 

by Becky Manawatu 

"Taukiri was born into sorrow. Auē can be heard in the sound of the sea he loves and hates, 

and in the music he draws out of the guitar that was his father's. It spills out of the gang 

violence that killed his father and sent his mother into hiding, and the shame he feels about 

abandoning his eight-year-old brother to another violent home. But Arama is braver than he 

looks, and he has a friend and his friend has a dog, and the three of them together might just 

be strong enough to turn back the tide of sorrow. As long as there's aroha to give and stories 

to tell and a good supply of plasters" 

Bird Box (2014) 

by Josh Malerman 

Most people ignored the outrageous reports on the news. But they became too frequent, 

they became too real. And soon, they began happening down the street. Then the Internet 

died. The television and radio went silent. The phones stopped ringing. And we couldn't look 

outside anymore. 

The Book Thief (2005) 

by Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, 

and will become busier still. By her brother's graveside, Liesel Meminger's life is changed 

when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's 

Handbook, left there by accident, and it is her first act of book thievery. So begins a love 

affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the help of her foster father, learns to read. 

Soon, she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever 

there are books to be found. But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family 

hides a Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened up, and closed down. 

The Breaking of Eggs (2010) 

by Jim Powell 

"61-year-old Feliks is a naturalized Frenchman, a displaced Pole and former Communist-and 

a curmudgeon-who has made his living writing a yearly travel guide to the countries behind 

the Iron Curtain. In 1991, with the Curtain now fallen, Feliks finds his beliefs beginning to 

crumble around him. When a rapacious American publisher offers to buy out his life's work, 

Feliks must travel to the country he has long despised, and so begins the wry and moving 

tale of a man who awakens from self-imposed isolation into a changed world he must get to 



know all over again. So unfolds a story of family, war, politics, a second chance at love, and 

one man's quest for himself." –Amazon.com 

The Buddha in the Attic (2011) 

by Julie Otsuka 

Presents the stories of six Japanese mail-order brides whose new lives in early twentieth-

century San Francisco are marked by backbreaking migrant work, cultural struggles, children 

who reject their heritage, and the prospect of wartime internment. 

C’est La Folie (2006) 

by Michael Wright 

This bestselling memoir –written with novelistic flair and constructed with an ironic nod to 

Greek hero myth.  C’est La Folie tells the true story of a jaded townie, fearful of Abroad and 

almost entirely ignorant about animals and plants, who gives up a successful media career 

to attempt to learn how to be a solitary peasant in the depths of rural France, accompanied 

only by a cat and a vintage aeroplane. This launches an adventure which will come full circle 

in the book’s sequel, Je t’aime à La Folie.  

These and other pressing questions are what drive Michael Wright to give up his comfortable 

South London existence and set out, with just his long-suffering cat for company, for La Folie 

– a dilapidated fifteenth-century farmhouse in need of love and renovation in the heart of 

rural France.  

Inspired by his much-loved newspaper column, C’est La Folie is the gloriously entertaining 

account of his struggle to make the transition from chattering townie to solitary paysan at 

one with the livestock, the locals and the landscape of his adopted home. Witty and 

winningly honest, this tale of a new life abroad with a cat, a piano and an aeroplane is as 

much an elegy for rural France as a hymn to the simple pleasures of being alive. 

Chappy (2011) 

by Patricia Grace 

Uprooted from his privileged European life and sent to New Zealand to sort himself out, 

twenty-one-year-old Daniel pieces together the history of his Maori family. As his relatives 

revisit their past, Daniel learns of a remarkable love story between his Maori grandmother 

Oriwia and his Japanese grandfather Chappy. The more Daniel hears about his deceased 

grandfather, the more intriguing - and elusive - Chappy becomes. 

The Children Act (2014) 

by Ian McEwan 

"Fiona Maye is a High Court judge in London presiding over cases in family court. She is 

fiercely intelligent, well respected, and deeply immersed in the nuances of her particular field 

of law. Often the outcome of a case seems simple from the outside, the course of action to 

ensure a child's welfare obvious. But the law requires more rigor than mere pragmatism, and 

Fiona is expert in considering the sensitivities of culture and religion when handing down her 

verdicts. But Fiona's professional success belies domestic strife. Her husband, Jack, asks 

her to consider an open marriage and, after an argument, moves out of their house. His 

departure leaves her adrift, wondering whether it was not love she had lost so much as a 



modern form of respectability; whether it was not contempt and ostracism she really fears. 

She decides to throw herself into her work, especially a complex case involving a seventeen-

year-old boy whose parents will not permit a lifesaving blood transfusion because it conflicts 

with their beliefs as Jehovah's Witnesses. But Jack doesn't leave her thoughts and the 

pressure to resolve the case--as well as her crumbling marriage--tests Fiona in ways that will 

keep readers thoroughly enthralled until the last stunning page" 

The Chimes (2015) 

by Anna Smaill 

Set in a reimagined London, in a world where people cannot form new memories and the 

written word has been forbidden and destroyed. A boy stands on the roadside on his way to 

the city, alone in the rain. No memories, beyond what he can hold in his hands at any given 

moment. No directions, as written words have long since been forbidden. No parents - just a 

melody that tugs at him, a thread to follow. A song that says if he can just get to the capital, 

he may find some answers about what happened to them. The world around Simon sings, 

each movement a pulse of rhythm, each object weaving its own melody, music ringing in 

every drop of air. Welcome to the world of The Chimes. Here, life is orchestrated by a vast 

musical instrument that renders people unable to form new memories. The past is a mystery, 

each new day feels the same as the last, and before is blasphemy. But slowly, inexplicably, 

Simon is beginning to remember. He emerges from sleep each morning with a pricking 

feeling, and sense there is something he urgently has to do. In the city Simon meets Lucien, 

who has a gift for hearing, some secrets of his own, and a theory about the danger lurking in 

Simon's past. 

China Dolls (2014) 

by Lisa See 

In 1938, Ruby, Helen and Grace, three girls from very different backgrounds, find 

themselves competing at the same audition for showgirl roles at San Francisco's exclusive 

"Oriental" nightclub, the Forbidden City. Grace, an American-born Chinese girl has fled the 

Midwest and an abusive father. Helen is from a Chinese family who have deep roots in San 

Francisco's Chinatown. And, as both her friends know, Ruby is Japanese passing as 

Chinese. At times their differences are pronounced, but the girls grow to depend on one 

another in order to fulfil their individual dreams. Then, everything changes in a heartbeat with 

the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour. Suddenly the government is sending innocent 

Japanese to internment camps under suspicion, and Ruby is one of them. But which of her 

friends betrayed her? 

Collected Stories (2001) 

by Patricia Grace 

The collected edition of Patricia Grace's stories brings together all the work contained in her 

first three books of short stories. It is one of the finest collections of stories by any New 

Zealand writer. --Google Books 

The Collected Works of A.J. Fikry (2014) 

by Gabrielle Zevin 



AJ Fikry owns a failing bookshop. His wife has just died, in tragic circumstances. His rare 

and valuable first edition has been stolen. His life is a wreck. Amelia is a book rep, with a big 

heart, and a lonely life. Maya is the baby who ends up on AJ's bookshop floor with a note. 

What happens in the bookshop that changes the lives of these seemingly normal but 

extraordinary characters? This is the story of how unexpected love can rescue you and 

brings you back to real life, in a world that you won't want to leave, with characters that you 

will come to love. 

Crooked House (1949) 

by Agatha Christie 

A wealthy Greek businessman is found dead at his London home… The Leonides were one 

big happy family living in a sprawling, ramshackle mansion. That was until the head of the 

household, Aristide, was murdered with a fatal barbiturate injection.  

Suspicion naturally falls on the old man’s young widow, fifty years his junior. But the 

murderer has reckoned without the tenacity of Charles Hayward, fiancé of the late 

millionaire’s granddaughter… 

Crow Lake (2002) 

by Mary Lawson 

Here is a gorgeous, slow-burning story set in the rural “badlands” of northern Ontario, where 

heartbreak and hardship are mirrored in the landscape. For the farming Pye family, life is a 

Greek tragedy where the sins of the fathers are visited on the sons, and terrible events 

occur—offstage.  

Centerstage are the Morrison’s, whose tragedy looks more immediate if less brutal, but is, in 

reality, insidious and divisive. Orphaned young, Kate Morrison was her older brother Matt’s 

protégée, her fascination for pond life fed by his passionate interest in the natural world. Now 

a zoologist, she can identify organisms under a microscope but seems blind to the state of 

her own emotional life. And she thinks she’s outgrown her siblings—Luke, Matt, and Bo—

who were once her entire world. –Amazon.com 

The Cuckoo’s Calling (2013) 

by Robert Galbraith  

The Cuckoo’s Calling – You may think you know detectives but you’ve never met one quite 

like Strike. 

When a troubled model falls to her death from a snow-covered Mayfair balcony, it is 

assumed that she has committed suicide. However, her brother has his doubts, and calls in 

private investigator Cormoran Strike to look into the case. 

Strike is a war veteran – wounded both physically and psychologically – and his life is in 

disarray. The case gives him a financial lifeline, but it comes at a personal cost: the more he 

delves into the young model’s complex world, the darker things get – and the closer he gets 

to terrible danger . . . 

A gripping, elegant mystery steeped in the atmosphere of London – from the hushed streets 

of Mayfair to the backstreet pubs of the East End to the bustle of Soho – The Cuckoo’s 



Calling is a remarkable book. Introducing Cormoran Strike, this is the acclaimed first crime 

novel from Robert Galbraith. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (2003) 

by Mark Haddon 

Christopher is 15 and lives in Swindon with his father. He has Asperger's Syndrome, a form 

of autism. He is obsessed with maths, science and Sherlock Holmes but finds it hard to 

understand other people. When he discovers a dead dog on a neighbour's lawn he decides 

to solve the mystery and write a detective thriller about it. As in all good detective stories, 

however, the more he unearths, the deeper the mystery gets - for both Christopher and the 

rest of his family. 

The Elegance of the Hedgehog (2006) 

by Muriel Barbery; translated from the French by Alison Anderson 

The lives of fifty-four-year-old concierge Rene Michel and extremely bright, suicidal twelve-

year-old Paloma Josse are transformed by the arrival of a new tenant, Kakuro Ozu. 

Elizabeth is Missing (2014) 

by Emma Healey  

In this darkly riveting debut novel--a sophisticated psychological mystery that is also an 

heartbreakingly honest meditation on memory, identity, and aging--an elderly woman 

descending into dementia embarks on a desperate quest to find the best friend she believes 

has disappeared, and her search for the truth will go back decades and have shattering 

consequences. Maud, an aging grandmother, is slowly losing her memory--and her grip on 

everyday life. Yet she refuses to forget her best friend Elizabeth, whom she is convinced is 

missing and in terrible danger. But no one will listen to Maud--not her frustrated daughter, 

Helen, not her caretakers, not the police, and especially not Elizabeth's mercurial son, Peter. 

Armed with handwritten notes she leaves for herself and an overwhelming feeling that 

Elizabeth needs her help, Maud resolves to discover the truth and save her beloved friend. 

This singular obsession forms a cornerstone of Maud's rapidly dissolving present. But the 

clues she discovers seem only to lead her deeper into her past, to another unsolved 

disappearance: her sister, Sukey, who vanished shortly after World War II. As vivid 

memories of a tragedy that occurred more fifty years ago come flooding back, Maud 

discovers new momentum in her search for her friend. Could the mystery of Sukey's 

disappearance hold the key to finding Elizabeth? 

The End of Your Life Book Club (2012) 

by Will Schwalbe  

The inspiring story of a son and his dying mother, who form a 'book club' that brings them 

together as her life comes to a close. For fans of Tuesdays with Morrie and The Last 

Lecture. Mary Anne Schwalbe is waiting for her chemotherapy treatments when Will casually 

asks her what she's reading. The conversation they have grows into tradition: soon they are 

reading the same books so they can have something to talk about in the hospital waiting 

room. Their choices range from classic (Howards End) to popular (The Girl with the Dragon 

Tattoo), from fantastic (The Hobbit) to spiritual (Jon Kabat-Zinn), with many in between. We 

hear their passion for reading and their love for each other in their intimate and searching 



discussions. A profoundly moving testament to the power of love between a child and 

parent, and the power of reading in our lives. 

The Essex Serpent (2016) 

by Sarah Perry   

London 1893. When Cora Seaborne's husband dies, she steps into her new life as a widow 

with as much relief as sadness: her marriage was not a happy one, and she never suited the 

role of society wife. Accompanied by her son Francis - a curious, obsessive boy - she leaves 

town for Essex, where she hopes fresh air and open space will provide the refuge they need.  

When they take lodgings in Colchester, rumours reach them from further up the estuary that 

the mythical Essex Serpent, once said to roam the marshes claiming human lives, has 

returned to the coastal parish of Aldwinter. Cora, a keen amateur naturalist with no patience 

for religion or superstition, is immediately enthralled, convinced that what the local people 

think is a magical beast may be a previously undiscovered species. As she sets out on its 

trail, she is introduced to William Ransome, Aldwinter's vicar. Like Cora, Will is deeply 

suspicious of the rumours, but he thinks they are founded on moral panic, a flight from real 

faith. As he tries to calm his parishioners, he and Cora strike up an intense relationship, and 

although they agree on absolutely nothing, they find themselves inexorably drawn together 

and torn apart, eventually changing each other's lives in ways entirely unexpected. Told with 

exquisite grace and intelligence, this novel is most of all a celebration of love, and the many 

different guises it can take. 

Eyrie (2013) 

by Tim Winton   

Tom Keely's reputation is in ruins. And that's the upside. Divorced and unemployed, he's lost 

faith in everything precious to him. Holed up in a grim highrise, cultivating his newfound 

isolation, Keely looks down at a society from which he's retired hurt and angry. He's done 

fighting the good fight, and well past caring. But even in his seedy flat, ducking the 

neighbours, he's not safe from entanglement. All it takes is an awkward encounter in the 

lobby. A woman from his past, a boy the likes of which he's never met before. Two strangers 

leading a life beyond his experience and into whose orbit he falls despite himself. What 

follows is a heart-stopping, ground-breaking novel for our times funny, confronting, 

exhilarating and haunting. Inhabited by unforgettable characters, Eyrie asks how, in an 

impossibly compromised world, we can ever hope to do the right thing. 

Faceless Killers (1991)  

by Henning Mankell 

It was a senselessly violent crime: on a cold night in a remote Swedish farmhouse an elderly 

farmer is bludgeoned to death, and his wife is left to die with a noose around her neck. And 

as if this didn’t present enough problems for the Ystad police Inspector Kurt Wallander, the 

dying woman’s last word is foreign, leaving the police the one tangible clue they have–and in 

the process, the match that could inflame Sweden’s already smouldering anti-immigrant 

sentiments.  

Unlike the situation with his ex-wife, his estranged daughter, or the beautiful but married 

young prosecutor who has peaked his interest, in this case, Wallander finds a problem he 

can handle. He quickly becomes obsessed with solving the crime before the already tense 



situation explodes, but soon comes to realize that it will require all his reserves of energy 

and dedication to solve. –Amazon.com 

The Feather Thief (2018) 

by Kirk Wallace Johnson 

On a cool June evening in 2009, after performing a concert at London's Royal Academy of 

Music, twenty-year-old American flautist Edwin Rist boarded a train for a suburban outpost 

of the British Museum of Natural History. Home to one of the largest ornithological 

collections in the world, the Tring museum was full of rare bird specimens whose gorgeous 

feathers were worth staggering amounts of money to the men who shared Edwin's 

obsession: the Victorian art of salmon fly-tying. Once inside the museum, the champion fly-

tier grabbed hundreds of bird skins - some collected 150 years earlier by a contemporary of 

Darwin's, Alfred Russel Wallace, who'd risked everything to gather them - and escaped into 

the darkness. 

Two years later, Kirk Wallace Johnson was waist high in a river in northern New Mexico 

when his fly-fishing guide told him about the heist. He was soon consumed by the strange 

case of the feather thief. What would possess a person to steal dead birds? Had Edwin paid 

the price for his crime? What became of the missing skins? In his search for answers, 

Johnson was catapulted into a years-long, worldwide investigation. The gripping story of a 

bizarre and shocking crime, and one man's relentless pursuit of justice, The Feather Thief is 

also a fascinating exploration of obsession, and man's destructive instinct to harvest the 

beauty of nature. 

Featherhood (2020) 

by Charlie Gilmour 

This is a story about birds and fathers. About the young magpie that fell from its nest in a 

Bermondsey junkyard into Charlie Gilmour's life - and swiftly changed it. Demanding worms 

around the clock, riffling through his wallet, sharing his baths and roosting in his hair... About 

the jackdaw kept at a Cornish stately home by Heathcote Williams, anarchist, poet, 

magician, stealer of Christmas, and Charlie's biological father who vanished from his life in 

the dead of night. It is a story about repetition across generations and birds that run in the 

blood; about a terror of repeating the sins of the father and a desire to build a nest of one's 

own. It is a story about change - from wild to tame; from sanity to madness; from life to death 

to birth; from freedom to captivity and back again, via an insane asylum, a prison and a 

magpie's nest. And ultimately, it is the story of a love affair between a man and a magpie. 

The Forrests (2012) 

by Emily Perkins 

Evelyn and Dorothy - the twins - are seven when the Forrests move from New York City, the 

hub of the world, to Westmere, New Zealand. The Forrest Trust Fund now cut out of their 

lives, the family live under a cloudless sky, in the dust and the heat, outdoors and running 

wild. Their father - who they would only call Frank - works for a cab company over the 

weekends but is really an actor. Michael, the eldest, has a friend called Daniel whose father 

lives in a half-way house. He starts to live with them, punches Dorothy on the shoulder to 

stop her crying when she starts school, and becomes family. Lee, their mother, takes them 

to a commune when she needs to get away from Frank. The memory of that place - the 



freedom, the dirty richness of the landscape, the stolen kisses - their chaotic childhood, 

undulates beneath the surface of all their lives, and brings them together in flickering 

moments when they grow far apart. The passing of time happens quickly. Evelyn and 

Dorothy grow older, discover sex, love, have babies, and watch as they too grow old. Their 

youngest sister moves away and their parents decrease in importance in their lives. Daniel, 

like a shadow, is always in the back of their minds. Death changes everything, but somehow 

life remains the same. In a narrative that shifts and moves, growing as wild as the 

characters, The Forrests is an extraordinary literary achievement. A novel that sings with 

colour and memory, it speaks of family and time, dysfunction, aging and loneliness, about 

lethargy, heat, youth, and how there is always something inaccessible and secretive, lying 

just out of reach. –Provided by the Publisher. 

Gabriel’s Bay (2018) 

by Catherine Robertson 

A heart-warming, thoroughly entertaining novel about a whole community. Kerry Macfarlane 

has run away from his wedding-that-wasn't. He lands in coastal Gabriel's Bay, billed as 'a 

well-appointed small town' on its website (last updated two decades ago). Here Kerry hopes 

to prove he's not a complete failure. Or, at least, to give his most convincing impression. But 

Gabriel's Bay has its own problems - low employment, no tourists, and a daunting hill road 

between it and civilisation. And Kerry must also run the gauntlet of its inhabitants- Sidney, 

single mother deserted by a feckless ex; Mac, the straight-shooting doctor's receptionist; a 

team of unruly nine-year-olds; a giant restaurateur; and the local progressive association, 

who'll debate apostrophe placement until the crack of doom. Can Kerry win their respect, 

and perhaps even love? Will his brilliant plan to transform the town's fortunes earn him a 

lasting welcome in Gabriel's Bay? 

The Garden of Evening Mists (2012) 

by Tan Twan Eng 

Malaya, 1949. After studying law at Cambridge and time spent helping to prosecute 

Japanese war criminals, Yun Ling Teoh, herself the scarred lone survivor of a brutal 

Japanese wartime camp, seeks solace among the jungle fringed plantations of Northern 

Malaya where she grew up as a child. There she discovers Yugiri, the only Japanese garden 

in Malaya, and its owner and creator, the enigmatic Aritomo, exiled former gardener of the 

Emperor of Japan. Despite her hatred of the Japanese, Yun Ling seeks to engage Aritomo 

to create a garden in Kuala Lumpur, in memory of her sister who died in the camp. Aritomo 

refuses, but agrees to accept Yun Ling as his apprentice 'until the monsoon comes'. Then 

she can design a garden for herself. As the months pass, Yun Ling finds herself intimately 

drawn to her sensei and his art while, outside the garden, the threat of murder and 

kidnapping from the guerrillas of the jungle hinterland increases with each passing day. But 

the Garden of Evening Mists is also a place of mystery. Who is Aritomo and how did he 

come to leave Japan? Why is it that Yun Ling's friend and host Magnus Praetorius, seems to 

almost immune from the depredations of the Communists? What is the legend of 

'Yamashita's Gold' and does it have any basis in fact? And is the real story of how Yun Ling 

managed to survive the war perhaps the darkest secret of all? 

The Girl on the Train (2015) 

by Paula Hawkins  



Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will wait at the same 

signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. She's even started to feel like she 

knows the people who live in one of the houses. 'Jess and Jason', she calls them. Their life - 

as she sees it - is perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. And then she sees something 

shocking. It's only a minute until the train moves on, but it's enough. Now everything's 

changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the lives she's only watched from 

afar. Now they'll see; she's much more than just the girl on the train. 

A God in Ruins (2015)  

by Kate Atkinson 

Kate Atkinson's dazzling Life After Life, the bestselling adult book this year to date in the UK, 

explored the possibility of infinite chances, as Ursula Todd lived through the turbulent events 

of the last century again and again. In A God in Ruins, Atkinson turns her focus on Ursula's 

beloved younger brother Teddy - would-be poet, RAF bomber pilot, husband and father - as 

he navigates the perils and progress of the 20th century. For all Teddy endures in battle, his 

greatest challenge will be to face living in a future he never expected to have. A God in 

Ruins is a masterful companion to Life After Life, and will prove once again that Kate 

Atkinson is one of the finest novelists of our age. 

Gone Girl (2012)  

by Gillian Flynn 

On the morning of his fifth wedding anniversary, Nick's wife Amy suddenly disappears. The 

police immediately suspect Nick. Amy's friends reveal that she was afraid of him, that she 

kept secrets from him. He swears it isn't true. A police examination of his computer shows 

strange searches. He says they aren't his. And then there are the persistent calls on his 

mobile phone. So what really did happen to Nick's beautiful wife? 

The Green Road (2015) 

by Anne Enright 

The children of Rosaleen Madigan leave the west of Ireland for lives they never could have 

imagined, In Dublin, New York and various third-world towns. In her early old age their 

difficult, wonderful mother announces that she's decided to sell the house and divide the 

proceeds. Her adult children come back for a last Christmas, with the feeling that their 

childhoods are being erased, their personal history bought and sold. 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society (2008) 

by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows 

"A glorious, gorgeous, completely irresistible novel, Guernsey will win hearts everywhere. An 

affecting, emotional epistolary novel recalling the charm and warmth of 84 Charing Cross 

Road and the gentle wit of Alexander McCall Smith, Guernsey tells the story of a small group 

of neighbours on the island of Guernsey off the coast of England. A pig farmer, an elegant 

lady, a potion maker, a rag and bone man, a footman posing as a lord who survive the Nazi 

occupation in the Second World War by gathering over humble potato peel pie to talk of 

Shakespeare, Chaucer, and the great novels.  



With the war over, Juliet, an eager writer from London, uncovers just how dramatic the lives 

of these islanders really were during the war, and through them, discovers the drama in her 

own life. Guernsey is a real gem of a novel. It's that rare thing: a small story, simply told, that 

contains within it enormous depth and heart. Completely accessible and immediately 

captivating, the characters are nothing short of enchanting. Gloriously honest, moving, sweet 

and funny, a sheer delight from beginning to end, this is truly a book to fall in love with." –

Provided by publisher. 

Heloise (2017) 

by Mandy Hager 

Heloise is a determined young woman with an exceptional mind, longing to pursue learning 

rather than marriage or life as a cloistered nun. Her path inevitably crosses with Peter 

Abelard, the celebrity philosopher, theologian and master at Paris’ famed Cathedral School. 

When two such brilliant minds meet and engage, sparks are likely to ignite. But theirs is an 

impossible love. This is a time when the Gregorian Reforms are starting to bite and celibacy 

among the clergy and church officials is being rigorously imposed. 

Based on meticulous up-to-date research and the pair’s own writings, this novel offers a 

plausible interpretation of the known facts and a vivid imagining of the gaps in this legendary 

story. It shines a light on a changing world whose attitudes and politics are not so very 

different from our own. 

Holding (2016) 

by Graham Norton 

Duneen is a quiet place, far enough from the big towns to have kept its own rhythms. Its 

residents include castdown policeman PJ who lives a lonely, uneventful life punctuated only 

by the next meal - until now; the beautiful and mysterious family of three spinster sisters 

each with their own secrets and sorrows; and of course, the town's gossip who think she 

knows the answers. When a grim discovery is made on a building site up by the old school, it 

becomes the catalyst for long buried secrets and rivalries to come to light and this silent, 

once innocent and repressed-seeming town is revealed to have a much darker, hungrier 

undertow... 

How Hard Can It Be? (2017) 

by Allison Pearson 

Kate Reddy is counting down the days until she is fifty, but not in a good way. Fifty, in Kate's 

mind, equals invisibility. And with hormones that have her in shackles, teenage children who 

need her there but won't talk to her and ailing parents who aren't coping, Kate is in the 

middle of a sandwich that she isn't even allowed to eat because of the calories. She's back 

at work after a big break at home, because somebody has to bring home the bacon now that 

her husband Rich has dropped out of the rat race to master the art of mindfulness. But just 

as Kate is finding a few tricks to get by in her new workplace, her old client and flame Jack 

reappears - complicated doesn't even begin to cover it.  

I Am, I Am, I Am (2017) 

by Maggie O’Farrell 



This is Maggie O'Farrell's electric and shocking memoir of the near death experiences that 

have punctuated her life. A childhood illness she was not expected to survive. A teenage 

yearning to escape that nearly ended in disaster. A terrifying encounter on a remote path. A 

mismanaged labour in an understaffed hospital. This is a memoir with a difference: 

seventeen encounters with Maggie at different ages, in different locations, reveal to us a 

whole life in a series of tense, visceral snapshots. It is a book to make you question yourself: 

what would you do if your life was in danger? How would you react? And what would you 

stand to lose? I AM, I AM, I AM is a book you will finish newly conscious of your own 

vulnerability, and determined to make every heartbeat count. 

I Capture the Castle (1998) 

by Dodie Smith  

I Capture the Castle tells the story of seventeen-year-old Cassandra and her family, who live 

in not-so-genteel poverty in a ramshackle old English castle. Here she strives, over six 

turbulent months, to hone her writing skills. She fills three notebooks with sharply funny yet 

poignant entries. Her journals candidly chronicle the great changes that take place within the 

castle's walls, and her own first descent into love. By the time she pens her final entry, she 

has "captured the castle"-- and the heart of the reader-- in one of literature's most 

enchanting entertainments. – Amazon.com 

Just a Mum (2019) 

by Rachel Goodman 

I have mothered children for most of my life, and as the kids get older, I’m left wondering 

who I am and what to do next. Unfit and unmotivated, I somehow find myself walking 800km 

across Spain on a thing called the Camino de Santiago, an ancient pilgrimage trail. Why? I 

honestly don’t know! I’m not religious. Or a long-distance walker (or short-distance either) 

but I just HAD to do it. 

Lady in Waiting (2019) 

by Anne Glenconner 

The remarkable life of Lady in Waiting to Princess Margaret who was also a Maid of Honour 

at the Queen's Coronation.  

Anne Glenconner reveals the real events behind The Crown as well as her own life of 

drama, tragedy and courage, with the wonderful wit and extraordinary resilience which 

define her.  

Life After Life (2013) 

by Kate Atkinson 

What if you could live again and again, until you got it right? On a cold and snowy night in 

1910, Ursula Todd is born to an English banker and his wife. She dies before she can draw 

her first breath. On that same cold and snowy night, Ursula Todd is born, lets out a lusty 

wail, and embarks upon a life that will be, to say the least, unusual. For as she grows, she 

also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of ways, while the young century marches on towards its 

second cataclysmic world war. Does Ursula's apparently infinite number of lives give her the 



power to save the world from its inevitable destiny? And if she can will she? Darkly comic, 

startlingly poignant, and utterly original this is Kate Atkinson at her absolute best. 

The Light Between Oceans (2012) 

by M.L. Stedman  

1926. Tom Sherbourne is a young lighthouse keeper on a remote island off Western 

Australia. The only inhabitants of Janus Rocks, he and his wife Isabel live a quiet life, 

cocooned from the rest of the world.  

Then on April morning a boat washes ashore carrying a dead man and a crying infant-and 

the path of the couple’s lives hits an unthinkable crossroads. 

Only years later do they discover the devastating consequences of the decision they made 

that day – as the baby’s real story unfolds…. 

Lion (2016)  

by Saroo Brierley 

Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the name of his 

family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata, before being 

taken into an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. Despite being happy in his 

new family, Saroo always wondered about his origins. He spent hours staring at the map of 

India on his bedroom wall. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led him to 

pore over satellite images of the country for landmarks he recognised. And one day, after 

years of searching, he miraculously found what he was looking for. 

Lost City of Z (2017)  

by David Grann 

The story of Colonel Percy Harrison Fawcett, the inspiration behind Conan Doyle's The Lost 

World. Fawcett was among the last of a legendary breed of British explorers. For years he 

explored the Amazon and came to believe that its jungle concealed a large, complex 

civilisation, like El Dorado. Obsessed with its discovery, he christened it the City of Z. In 

1925, Fawcett headed into the wilderness with his son Jack, vowing to make history. They 

vanished without a trace. For the next eighty years, hordes of explorers plunged into the 

jungle, trying to find evidence of Fawcett's party or Z. Some died from disease and 

starvation; others simply disappeared. In this spellbinding true tale of lethal obsession, David 

Grann retraces the footsteps of Fawcett and his followers as he unravels one of the greatest 

mysteries of exploration.  

Love Anthony (2012)  

by Lisa Genova 

Olivia is a young mother coping with the loss of her autistic son. She comes to Nantucket to 

separate herself from the life she led as wife and mother and to start afresh even as she 

tries to make sense of her tragedy: why was Anthony born autistic only to live such a short 

life? 

Me Before You (2012) 



by Jojo Moyes 

Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are between the bus 

stop and home. She knows she likes working in The Buttered Bun tea shop and she knows 

she might not love her boyfriend Patrick. What Lou doesn't know is she's about to lose her 

job or that knowing what's coming is what keeps her sane. Will Traynor knows his 

motorcycle accident took away his desire to live. He knows everything feels very small and 

rather joyless now and he knows exactly how he's going to put a stop to that. What Will 

doesn't know is that Lou is about to burst into his world in a riot of colour. And neither of 

them knows they're going to change the other for all time. 

Me Talk Pretty One Day (2002) 

by David Sedaris 

A recent transplant to Paris, humourist David Sedaris, bestselling author of "Naked", 

presents a collection of his strongest work yet, including the title story about his hilarious 

attempt to learn French. –Amazon.com 

The Memory of Love (2011) 

by Aminatta Forna 

In contemporary Sierra Leone, a devastating civil war has left an entire populace with 

secrets to keep. In the capital hospital, a gifted young surgeon is plagued by demons that 

are beginning to threaten his livelihood. Elsewhere in the hospital lies a dying man who was 

young during the country’s turbulent postcolonial years and has stories to tell that are far 

from heroic. As past and present intersect in the buzzing city, these men are drawn 

unwittingly closer by a British psychologist with good intentions, and into the path of one 

woman at the center of their stories. A work of breath-taking writing and rare wisdom, The 

Memory of Love seamlessly weaves together two generations of African life to create a story 

of loss, absolution, and the indelible effects of the past—and, in the end, the very nature of 

love. 

The Midnight Library (2020) 

by Matt Haig 

When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library, she has a chance to make things 

right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and regret. She feels she has let everyone 

down, including herself. But things are about to change. The books in the Midnight Library 

enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently. With the help of an old friend, she 

can now undo every one of her regrets as she tries to work out her perfect life. But things 

aren't always what she imagined they'd be, and soon her choices place the library and 

herself in extreme danger. Before time runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: 

What is the best way to live?  

Mister Pip (2006) 

by Lloyd Jones 

After the trouble starts and the soldiers arrive on Matilda’s island, only one white person 

stays behind. Mr. Watts, whom the kids call Pop Eye, wears a red nose and pulls his wife 

around on a trolley, and he steps in to teach the children when there is no one else. His only 



lessons consist of reading from his battered copy of Great Expectations, a book by his friend 

Mr. Dickens. For Matilda, Dickens’ hero Pip becomes as real to her as her own mother, and 

the greatest friendship of her life has begun. Soon Mr. Watts’ book begins to inflame the 

children’s imaginations with dreams about Dickens’ London and the larger world. But how 

will they answer when the soldiers demand to know: where is this man named Pip? Set 

against the stunning beauty of Bougainville in the South Pacific during the civil war in the 

early 1990s, Lloyd Jones’ breath-taking novel shows what magic a child’s imagination makes 

possible even in the face of terrible violence and what power stories have to fuel the 

imagination. 

Montana 1948 (2007) 

by Larry Watson 

 “From the summer of my twelfth year I carry a series of images more vivid and lasting than 

any others of my boyhood and indelible beyond all attempts the years make to erase or fade 

them…”  

So begins David Hayden’s story of what happened in Montana in 1948. The events of that 

cataclysmic summer permanently alter twelve-year-old David’s understanding of his family: 

his father, a small-town sheriff; his remarkably strong mother; David’s uncle Frank, a war 

hero and respected doctor; and the Haydens’ Sioux housekeeper, Marie Little Soldier, 

whose revelations turn the family’s life upside down as she relates how Frank has been 

molesting his female Indian patients. As their story unravels around David, he learns that 

truth is not what one believes it to be, that power is abused, and that sometimes one has to 

choose between family loyalty and justice. – Amazon.com 

My Salinger Year (2014) 

by Joanna Rakoff 

At twenty-three, after leaving graduate school to pursue her dreams of becoming a poet, 

Joanna Rakoff moves to New York City and takes a job as assistant to the storied literary 

agent for J. D. Salinger. She spends her days in the plush, wood-panelled agency, where 

Dictaphones and typewriters still reign and old-time agents doze at their desks after martini 

lunches, and at night she goes home to the tiny, threadbare Brooklyn apartment she shares 

with her socialist boyfriend. Precariously balanced between glamour and poverty, 

surrounded by titanic personalities and struggling to trust her own artistic sense, Joanna is 

given the task of answering Salinger's voluminous fan mail. But as she reads the candid, 

heart-wrenching letters from his readers around the world, she finds herself unable to type 

out the agency's decades-old form response. Instead, drawn inexorably into the emotional 

world of Salinger's devotees, she abandons the template and begins writing back. Poignant, 

keenly observed and irresistibly funny, My Salinger Year is a memoir about literary New York 

in the late 1990s, a pre-digital world on the cusp of vanishing, where a young woman finds 

herself swept into one of the last great stories and entangled with one of the last great 

figures of the century. Above all, it is the coming-of-age story of a talented writer and a 

testament to the universal power of books to shape our lives. 

The Narrow Road to the Deep North (2013) 

by Richard Flanagan 



August, 1943. In the despair of a Japanese POW camp on the Thai-Burma death railway, 

Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans is haunted by his love affair with his uncle's young wife 

two years earlier. Struggling to save the men under his command from starvation, from 

cholera, from beatings, he receives a letter that will change his life forever. 

The Nightingale (2015) 

by Kristin Hannah 

Viann and Isabelle have always been close despite their differences. Younger, bolder sister 

Isabelle lives in Paris while Viann lives a quiet and content life in the French countryside with 

her husband Antoine and their daughter. When World War II strikes and Antoine is sent off 

to fight, Viann and Isabelle's father sends Isabelle to help her older sister cope. As the war 

progresses, it's not only the sisters' relationship that is tested, but also their strength and 

their individual senses of right and wrong. 

Normal People (2018) 

by Sally Rooney 

At school Connell and Marianne pretend not to know each other. He's popular and well-

adjusted, star of the school football team, while she is lonely, proud and intensely private. 

But when Connell comes to pick his mother up from her job at Marianne's house, a strange 

and indelible connection grows between the two teenagers - one they are determined to 

conceal.   

A year later, they're both studying at Trinity College in Dublin. Marianne has found her feet in 

a new social world while Connell hangs at the sidelines, shy and uncertain. Throughout their 

years at university, Marianne and Connell circle one another, straying toward other people 

and possibilities but always magnetically, irresistibly drawn back together. And as she veers 

into self-destruction and he begins to search for meaning elsewhere, each must confront 

how far they are willing to go to save the other.  

Sally Rooney brings her brilliant psychological acuity and perfectly spare prose to a story 

that explores the subtleties of class, the electricity of first love, and the complex 

entanglements of family and friendship.  

The One Hundred Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 

Window and Disappeared (2012) 

by Jonas Jonasson 

Sitting quietly in his room in an old people's home, Allan Karlsson is waiting for a party he 

doesn't want to begin. His one-hundredth birthday party to be precise. The Mayor will be 

there. The press will be there. But, as it turns out, Allan will not. Escaping (in his slippers) 

through his bedroom window, into the flowerbed, Allan makes his getaway. And so begins 

his picaresque and unlikely journey involving a suitcase full of cash, a few thugs, a very 

friendly hot-dog stand operator, a few deaths, an elephant and incompetent police. As his 

escapades unfold, Allan's earlier life is revealed. A life in which remarkably he played a key 

role behind the scenes in some of the momentous events of the twentieth century. The One 

Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared is a charming, 

warm and funny novel, beautifully woven with history and politics. 



One Life (2015)  

by Kate Grenville 

Nance was a week short of her sixth birthday when she and Frank were roused out of bed in 

the dark and lifted into the buggy, squashed in with bedding, the cooking pots rattling around 

in the back, and her mother shouting back towards the house: Goodbye, Rothsay, I hope I 

never see you again! When Kate Grenville's mother died she left behind many fragments of 

memoir. These were the starting point for One Life, the story of a woman whose life spanned 

a century of tumult and change. In many ways Nance's story echoes that of many mothers 

and grandmothers, for whom the spectacular shifts of the twentieth century offered a path to 

new freedoms and choices. In other ways Nance was exceptional. In an era when women 

were expected to have no ambitions beyond the domestic, she ran successful businesses as 

a registered pharmacist, laid the bricks for the family home, and discovered her husband's 

secret life as a revolutionary. One Life is an act of great imaginative sympathy, a daughter's 

intimate account of the patterns in her mother's life. It is a deeply moving homage by one of 

Australia's finest writers. 

Out Stealing Horses (2005) 

by Per Petterson 

In 1948, when he is 15, Trond spends a summer in the country with his father. The events - 

the accidental death of a child, his best friend's feelings of guilt and eventual disappearance, 

and his father's decision to leave the family for another woman - will change his life forever. 

The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend (2015) 

by Katarina Bivald 

Broken Wheel, Iowa, has never seen anyone like Sara, who travelled all the way from 

Sweden just to meet her pen pal, Amy. When she arrives, however, she finds that Amy's  

funeral has just ended. Luckily, the townspeople are happy to look after their bewildered 

tourist—even if they don’t understand her peculiar need for books. Marooned in a farm town 

that's almost beyond repair, Sara starts a bookstore in honour of her friend's memory. 

The Scandal (2017) 

by Fredrik Backman 

'Late one evening towards the end of March, a teenager picked up a double-barrelled 

shotgun, walked into the forest, put the gun to someone else's forehead and pulled the 

trigger. This is the story of how we got there.' Beartown is a small town in a large Swedish 

forest. For most of the year it is under a thick blanket of snow, experiencing the kind of cold 

and dark that brings people closer together or pulls them apart. Its isolation means that 

Beartown has been slowly shrinking with each passing year. But now the town is on the 

verge of an astonishing revival. Everyone can feel the excitement. Change is in the air and a 

bright new future is just around the corner. Until the day it is all put in jeopardy by a single, 

brutal act. It divides the town into those who think it should be hushed up and forgotten, and 

those who'll risk the future to see justice done. At last, it falls to one young man to find the 

courage to speak the truth that it seems no one else wants to hear. With the town's future at 

stake, no one can stand by or stay silent. Everyone is on one side or the other. Which side 

would you be on? 



The Secret Life of Luke Livingstone (2015) 

by Charity Norman 

Luke Livingstone is a lucky man. He's a father and grandfather, a respected solicitor, a pillar 

of the community. He has a loving wife in Eilish, children who adore him and an idyllic home 

in the Oxfordshire countryside. But Luke is struggling with an unbearable secret, one that is 

close to destroying him. All his life, Luke has hidden the truth about himself - a truth so 

fundamental that it will shatter his family, rock his community and leave him an outcast. Luke 

has nowhere left to run. He must either end his life, or become the woman he knows himself 

to be - whatever the cost. His family is tested to its limits, as each of them is forced to 

consider what makes a person essentially themselves. What do you do when you find that 

your husband - your father, your son - is not who you thought? Can you ever love him 

again? A beautiful and dramatic portrayal of a family in turmoil.  

The Sense of an Ending (2011) 

by Julian Barnes 

Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry & book-hungry, they 

would navigate the girl-less 6th form together, trading in affectations, in-jokes, rumour & wit. 

Now Tony is in middle age & is finding that memory is imperfect. 

The Seven Sisters (2015) 

by Lucinda Riley 

Maia D’Apliese and her five sisters gather together at their childhood home,—a fabulous, 

secluded castle situated on the shores of Lake Geneva—having been told that their beloved 

father, who adopted them all as babies, has died. Each of them is handed a tantalizing clue 

to her true heritage—a clue which takes Maia across the world to a crumbling mansion in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

Eighty years earlier in Rio’s Belle Epoque of the 1927, Izabela Bonifacio’s father has 

aspirations for his daughter to marry into the aristocracy. Izabela—passionate and longing to 

see the world—convinces her father to allow her to accompany him and his family to Europe 

before she is married. There, at Paul Landowski’s studio and in the heady, vibrant cafes of 

Montparnasse, she meets ambitious young sculptor Laurent Brouilly, and knows at once that 

her life will never be the same again. 

Sodden Downstream (2017) 

by Brannavan Gnanalingam 

Thousands flee central Wellington as a far too common ‘once in a century’ storm descends. 

Roads are closed and all rail is halted. For their own safety, city workers are told that they 

must go home early. Sita is a Tamil Sri Lankan refugee living in the Hutt Valley. She’s just 

had a call from her boss. If she doesn’t get to her cleaning job in the city she’ll lose her 

contract. The novel charts the help and hindrances that make for a long, damp evening. But 

the book also highlights the kinds of care and solidarity that come out in times of need. 

Brannavan Gnanalingam’s new novel combines his experiences as a Tamil-background Kiwi 

growing up in the Hutt Valley with reactions on how refugees adapt to a new home. 

A Spool of Blue Thread (2015) 



by Anne Tyler 

"It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon." This is the way Abby Whitshank 

always begins the story of how she fell in love with Red that day in July 1959. The whole 

family--their two daughters and two sons, their grandchildren, even their faithful old dog--is 

on the porch, listening contentedly as Abby tells the tale they have heard so many times 

before. And yet this gathering is different too: Abby and Red are growing older, and 

decisions must be made about how best to look after them, and the fate of the house so 

lovingly built by Red's father. 

State of Wonder (2011) 

by Ann Patchett  

Research scientist Dr. Marina Singh is sent to Brazil to track down Dr. Annick Swenson, who 

has disappeared in the Amazon while working on a valuable new drug. The last person who 

was sent to find her, Marina's research partner Anders Eckman, died before he could 

complete his mission. Plagued by trepidation, Marina embarks on an odyssey into the insect-

infested jungle in hopes of finding her former mentor as well as answers to several troubling 

questions about her friend's death. 

The Storyteller (2013) 

by Jodi Picoult  

Sage Singer is a young woman who has been damaged by her past. Her solitary night work 

as a baker allows her to hide from the world and focus her creative energies on the beautiful 

bread she bakes. Yet she finds herself striking up an unlikely friendship. Josef Weber is a 

quiet, grandfatherly man, well respected in the community; everyone's favourite retired 

teacher and Little League coach. One day he asks Sage for a favour: to kill him. Shocked, 

Sage refuses. Then Josef tells her that he deserves to die and why. What do you do when 

evil lives next door? Can someone who's committed horrendous acts ever truly redeem 

themselves? Is forgiveness yours to offer if you aren't the person who was wronged? And 

most of all if Sage even considers his request would it be murder, or justice? 

A Street Cat Named Bob (2016) 

by James Bowen 

The phenomenal Number One bestseller about best friends James and Bob. Now a major 

motion picture starring Luke Treadaway. When James Bowen found an injured, ginger street 

cat curled up in the hallway of his sheltered accommodation, he had no idea just how much 

his life was about to change. James was living hand to mouth on the streets of London and 

the last thing he needed was a pet. Yet James couldn't resist helping the strikingly intelligent 

tom cat, whom he quickly christened Bob. He slowly nursed Bob back to health and then 

sent the cat on his way, imagining he would never see him again. But Bob had other ideas. 

Soon the two were inseparable and their diverse, comic and occasionally dangerous 

adventures would transform both their lives, slowly healing the scars of each other's troubled 

pasts. A Street Cat Named Bob is a moving and uplifting story that will touch the heart of 

anyone who reads it. 

Sun, Sea and Sustenance (2017) 

by Di Buchan 



Toothbrush drill, sunbathing, treks through forest to the beach, marmite on toast, cod liver oil 

and Lane's emulsion ... here are 47 rich and often entertaining reminiscences from residents 

and staff at the Otaki Children's Health Camp. Sun, Sea & Sustenance is a salute to the 

outstanding individuals who have contributed to New Zealand's first permanent health camp, 

just north of Wellington, by the seaside at Otaki. This book gives us a diverse insight into 

camp life - from times of malnutrition and the TB epidemic, through the war, and to the 

reappearance of child poverty and the camp's increasing focus on psychological wellbeing 

with a whole-of-family approach. We also get snippets of Otaki's history and hear about the 

involvement of local residents: market gardeners, farmers, retailers and community groups. 

The one constantly uplifting element throughout the recollections, though, is the 

environment. The sea and the river, the sand hills and pine plantation, and that unforgettable 

building that became an icon of the health camp movement: the rotunda. 

Two Brothers (2012) 

by Ben Elton 

Berlin 1920 Two babies are born. Two brothers. United and indivisible, sharing everything. 

Twins in all but blood. As Germany marches into its Nazi Armageddon, the ties of family, 

friendship and love are tested to the very limits of endurance. And the brothers are faced 

with an unimaginable choice. 

The Unlikely Escape of Uriah Heep (2020) 

by H.G. Parry 

For his entire life, Charley Sutherland has concealed a magical ability he can’t quite control: 

he can bring characters from books into the real world. His older brother, Rob — a young 

lawyer with a normal house, a normal fiancée, and an utterly normal life — hopes that this 

strange family secret will disappear with disuse, and he will be discharged from his life’s duty 

of protecting Charley and the real world from each other. But then, literary characters start 

causing trouble in their city, making threats about destroying the world… and for once, it isn’t 

Charley’s doing. 

There’s someone else who shares his powers. It’s up to Charley and a reluctant Rob to stop 

them, before these characters tear apart the fabric of reality. 

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry (2012) 

by Rachel Joyce 

Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, 

who seems irritated by almost everything he does. Little differentiates one day from the next. 

Then one morning a letter arrives, addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl, from a woman he 

hasn’t heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say 

goodbye. But before Harold mails off a quick reply, a chance encounter convinces him that 

he absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie in person. In his yachting shoes and light 

coat, Harold Fry embarks on an urgent quest. Determined to walk six hundred miles to the 

hospice, Harold believes that as long as he walks, Queenie will live. A novel of charm, 

humour, and profound insight into the thoughts and feelings we all bury deep within our 

hearts, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry introduces Rachel Joyce as a wise—and 

utterly irresistible—storyteller. 



Warlight (2018) 

by Michael Ondaatje 

In 1945, just after World War II, fourteen-year-old Nathaniel and his older sister Rachel, stay 

behind in London when their parents move to Singapore, leaving them in the care of a 

mysterious figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and they grow 

both more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his eccentric crew of 

friends: men and women joined by a shared history of unspecified service during the war, all 

of whom seem, in some way, determined now to protect, and educate (in rather unusual 

ways) Rachel and Nathaniel. But are they really what and who they claim to be? And what 

does it mean when the siblings' mother returns after months of silence without their father, 

explaining nothing, excusing nothing? A dozen years later, Nathaniel begins to uncover all 

that he didn't know and understand in that time, and it is this journey, through facts, 

recollection, and imagination - that is told in this magnificent novel. 

When Breath Becomes Air (2016) 

by Paul Kalanithi 

At the age of 36, on the verge of a completing a decade's worth of training as a 

neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi's health began to falter. He started losing weight and was 

wracked by waves of excruciating back pain. A CT scan confirmed what Paul, deep down, 

had suspected: he had stage four lung cancer, widely disseminated. One day, he was a 

doctor making a living treating the dying, and the next, he was a patient struggling to live. 

Just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined, the culmination of decades of striving, 

evaporated. With incredible literary quality, philosophical acuity, and medical authority, When 

Breath Becomes Air approaches the questions raised by facing mortality from the dual 

perspective of the neurosurgeon who spent a decade meeting patients in the twilight 

between life and death, and the terminally ill patient who suddenly found himself living in that 

liminality. At the base of Paul's inquiry are essential questions, such as: What makes life 

worth living in the face of death? What happens when the future, instead of being a ladder 

toward the goals of life, flattens out into a perpetual present? When faced with a terminal 

diagnosis, what does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another one fades 

away? As Paul wrote, "Before my cancer was diagnosed, I knew that someday I would die, 

but I didn't know when. After the diagnosis, I knew that someday I would die, but I didn't 

know when. But now I knew it acutely. The problem wasn't really a scientific one. The fact of 

death is unsettling. Yet there is no other way to live." Paul Kalanithi passed away in March 

2015, while working on this book"--Provided by publisher. 

The Wonder (2016) 

by Emma Donoghue 

Hired to care for a small Irish village girl said to have miraculously survived on nothing but 

"manna from heaven" for months, a journalist and nurse veteran of Florence Nightingale's 

Crimean campaign quickly finds herself fighting to save the child's life. 

Wool (2013) 

by Hugh Howey 



An epic story of life, love and survival at all odds and one of the most-talked and anticipated 

books of the year. In a ruined and hostile landscape, in a future few have been unlucky 

enough to survive, a community exists in a giant underground silo. Inside, men and women 

live an enclosed life full of rules and regulations, of secrets and lies. To live, you must follow 

the rules. But some don't. These are the dangerous ones; these are the people who dare to 

hope and dream, and who infect others with their optimism. Their punishment is simple and 

deadly. They are allowed outside. Jules is one of these people. She may well be the last. 


