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Tēnā koe ,  
 
Request for Information under the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 (the Act) (the LGOIMA) 
 
Thank you for your email of 29 May 2026 requesting the following information: 
 
The Helen Clark Foundation is undertaking a policy research project on central 

government tax incentives for private philanthropy for museums and galleries. 

In that context, we are looking at current funding arrangements for public 

museums and galleries in New Zealand. We request the following information 

to inform our research: 

• The amount of funding your Council has provided to public museums and 

galleries for each of the last 10 financial years 

Please find below the allocation over the last ten financial years (2015/16- 2025/26) 
for public museums and galleries in our district. (We contribute this with medium 
confidence, aware there may be minor differences.)  This includes regular annual 
grants to museums and galleries we have agreements with, and contestable and 
discretionary funding we have provided for museums and heritage organisations.  
It also includes a major contribution to our local performing arts centre, and our 
ongoing grant to the centre. We have included that information as a separate line 
item below, if it is of interest also.  
 
We have not included building maintenance or upgrades to buildings we own. 
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Table 3: Percentage of combined totals as percentage of all Council spending 

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

0.003 0.002 0.003 0.019 0.004 0.003 0.003 0.005 0.005 0.005 0.004 

Should you wish to contact someone for further information on this, please contact 
our Advisor Arts and Heritage, Rosie Salas (available Monday to Wednesday) on 
(04) 296 4700.

Ngā mihi, 

Brendan Owens 
Group Manager Customer and Community 
Kaiwhakahaere Rōpū - Kiritaki me te Hapori 




