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Kāpiti Coast Canada Goose Control Annual Operational 

Plan 
Problem Definition 
Canada goose populations are growing in number around the Kāpiti Coast. Canada geese eat large 

amounts of grass, trample vegetation, defecate on open grass areas and paths and can be aggressive 

towards children and adults.  

Council has an obligation to manage Canada goose populations on Council managed parks and 

reserves. 

Ongoing Management 
Council has committed to ongoing management of the Canada goose population on Council 

managed parks and reserves. There are a range of management options available that can be used 

concurrently at various times of the year. None of these management options is a solution in itself.  

Eradication is not possible but efforts will be made to keep numbers at a low level.  

Appendix 1 lays out the annual timeline. 

Ongoing management will be administered by the Programme Manager Biodiversity and 

Landscapes.  

Management Options 

Planting 

Harassment 

Coyote Cut Outs 

Coyote cut outs have been used with limited success overseas and at two known sites in New 

Zealand.  

Cut outs need to be moved weekly to continue to have an effect.  

Egg Manipulation 

Shooting  

Moult Culls 



Appendix 1: Kāpiti Coast Canada Goose Control Annual Operational Plan 

Lifecycle January  
Februar
y  March April May June July August 

Septem
ber October 

Novem
ber 

Decemb
er 

Laying (incubation 27-
36 Days)                         

Second nestings 
(occasional)                         

Moult1                         

                          

Control Options                         

Planting shorelines2                         

Harassment                         
Coyote cut outs (move 
weekly)                         

Egg manipulation 
(oiling, pricking, 
addling)                         

Shooting                          

Moult culls                         

             
1. Can't fly one month 
after moulting             
2. Planting reduces sightlines, creates barriers to water access and makes 
areas feel less "safe"        
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