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Chairperson and Committee Members 
ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1 AUGUST 2013 

Meeting Status: Public 

Purpose of Report: For Information 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF A KĀPITI COAST UNITARY 
AUTHORITY 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1 This report presents the results of Morrison Low’s investigation into the financial 
implications of establishing a unitary authority in Kāpiti. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF DECISION 

2 This report does not trigger the Council’s Significance Policy.  While the matter is 
important to the community, the Council is not proposing to take any particular 
position at this stage. The Local Government Commission will undertake 
consultation on any formal proposal it might develop after considering any 
proposals put to it.  

BACKGROUND 

3 As part of its consideration of issues in relation to local government reform in the 
Wellington region, in January 2013 the Council commissioned Morrison Low and 
Associates Ltd to undertake an analysis of the financial implications for Kāpiti of 
establishing a unitary authority to replace the District Council.  Their report on 
their findings is attached to this paper. 

4 It was agreed during the Council’s discussions of possible options for local 
government reorganisation in the Wellington region that the Council would be 
guided in its final position on this matter by the results of community 
consultation.  A survey of 1500 residents was conducted in May 2013 by SIL 
Research Ltd with a margin of error of +/- 2 – 2.5%.  Of those surveyed 54.7% 
preferred the ‘status quo’ option and 42.9% preferred the ‘single city’ option.  
Across all respondents, almost two thirds (65.4%) stated that community boards 
are ‘very or somewhat important’. 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Issues 

5 The Council has indicated that, in light of the results of the community survey, it 
supports the continuation of the current local government organisation in the 
Wellington region, with enhanced shared services. 

6 The Council’s intention, in commissioning the analysis of the financial 
implications of becoming a unitary authority, was to have information to share 
with the community in the event that the Local Government Commission should 
propose a reorganisation in the Wellington region resulting in multiple unitary 
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authorities west of the Rimutaka ranges. This is not the Council’s preferred 
option. 

7 However, should such a proposal be made by the Local Government 
Commission, the Council would need to consider the establishment of Kāpiti as a 
stand alone unitary authority.  The Morrison Low report would provide input to 
those considerations. 

Financial Considerations 

8 There are no financial considerations. 

Legal Considerations 

9 There are no legal considerations. 

Delegation 

10 No decision is required. 

Consultation 

11 No consultation is required at this stage. 

Policy Implications 

12 There are no policy implications. 

Tāngata Whenua Considerations 

13 There are no tāngata whenua considerations at this stage. 

Publicity Considerations 

14 A press release will be prepared following the Council meeting. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
15 That the Council receive this report and note the information included in the 

report from Morrison Low and Associates (Attachment 1 to report SP-13-947). 
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