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1 Introduction and interpretation 
 

User’s guide to the District Plan 

 
Introduction 
The following guide outlines the structure of the District Plan (“the Plan”), and is provided to assist 
in finding the information you want within the Plan.  For example, you may wish to know whether 
or not you require a resource consent for a particular land use activity on a particular site.  The 
guide will help you navigate the applicable sections of the Plan to make that determination.  
 
The Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Council’s obligations under the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (“the RMA”) and is contained within 3 volumes, as follows: 
 
 Volume 1 
  

 Chapter 1 includes a dictionary to clarify the wide range of technical terminology, 
legalese and other language which is otherwise open to interpretation within the Plan.  
While every effort is made to present the Plan in a ‘Plain English’ format, the Plan is a 
legal document and so an element of formality is often required to ensure efficient 
implementation.  Chapter 1 also sets out the significant resource management issues 
(and the approach to managing these issues) that are applicable across boundaries 
with neighbouring local authorities.  In addition, it outlines Council’s monitoring 
requirements and expectations, including ‘state of the environment’ monitoring, and 
Plan efficiency monitoring. Finally, Chapter 1 provides useful reference material on 
the resource consent process and the information requirements the Council expects 
with any consent application. 
 

 Chapter 2 provides a narrative of the significant resource management issues facing 
the District.  In response, the chapter also sets out the 20 Objectives proposed by the 
Council to manage or overcome the many issues identified.  Collectively, these 
Objectives are the primary means by which the sustainable management purpose of 
the RMA (section 5) is to be achieved in the District. 
 

 Chapters 3 through 12 contain Policies, Rules and other Methods which implement 
the 20 Objectives.  The chapters are broadly divided into two categories: those 
applying to specific environments (Chapters 3 through 8) and those applying to 
matters that are relevant throughout the District (Chapters 9 through 12).  While the 
former are focused on ‘environments,’ it is important to note that these chapters also 
contain Policies and Methods that apply District-wide.  To that end, it should not be 
assumed, for example, that the provisions of the Rural Environment Chapter are the 
only relevant considerations for a proposed activity on a site in a Rural Zone – nor 
should it necessarily be assumed that the Rural Environment Chapter is irrelevant to 
a proposed application in the Living Environment.  Figure 1.1 diagrammatically 
represents the way in which the zone-based and District-wide provisions are 
allocated to the various chapters in Volume 1. 
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Figure 1.1: Navigation of Zones and Features in Volume 1 
 

 
 
 
Volume 2 

  
Volume 2 contains appendices to Chapters 3 through 12 in Volume 1.  These include 
design guides, development structure plans and other similar tools and are to work in 
conjunction with the relevant policies and other methods in Volume 1. 

 
 

Volume 3 
  

 District Plan Maps project the provisions of Volume 1 within a spatial context.  The 
information displayed on the District Plan Maps is essential to understanding the 
nature and scale of use and development that may be undertaken as of right on a 
given site – and likewise to understanding the many considerations which need to be 
taken into account before development can proceed.  

 
 
Status of Activities 
The overall approach of the RMA, and in turn the Plan, is to manage the scale and nature of 
environmental effects generated by activities. The District’s natural and physical characteristics 
vary dramatically from alpine to coastal, urban to rural, and so on. Given this variation, certain 
effects of certain activities will be less appropriate in some areas than in others.  The District Plan 
recognises this through enabling activities which can achieve explicit minimum environmental 
standards for a given area, whilst requiring resource consent for (or in some cases prohibiting) 
those activities which fail to achieve standards or for those activities which are inherently intensive 
in some manner(s) and therefore require careful scrutiny to ensure sustainable management.  In 
other words, the Plan categorises different activities based on the nature of effects associated 
with them, and on how the activities align (or fail to align) with the Plan’s high order objectives and 
policies.   Specifically, the Plan uses the following activity categories: 
 
 

 Permitted  
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Living Zones (Chapter 5) 

Working Zones (Chapter 6) 

Rural Zones (Chapter 7) 

Open Space Zones (Chapter 8) 

Private Recreation & Leisure Zone (Chapter 8)

River Corridor Zone (Chapter 9) 

Designations (Chapter 11) 
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 Controlled 

 
 Restricted Discretionary 

 
 Discretionary 

 
 Non-Complying 

 
 Prohibited 

 
In general, this hierarchy is arranged to reflect those activities which anticipate the most minimal 
of environmental impact (permitted) to those which anticipate the most significant environmental 
impact (prohibited).  Permitted and controlled activities cannot be refused; however the Council 
may require specific conditions to be adhered to for the latter.  Restricted discretionary and 
discretionary activities may be declined, and/or the Council may impose conditions on such 
applications; however these activity types differ insofar as restricted discretionary matters only 
allow for specified effects associated with a given activity to be considered.  A non-complying 
activity may only be granted if the adverse environmental effects of the activity are minor, or if the 
activity is not contrary to the Plan’s objectives and policies. Prohibited activities are those 
activities which are neither permitted, nor able to obtain resource consent. 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [1-3] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Introduction & Interpretation 

Determining whether resource consent is required 
 
Step 1 - Check District Plan Maps 
When using this plan, the starting point is to identify the site or area in which the activity is to be 
considered on the District Plan Maps. As alluded to above, the District Plan Maps are divided into 
Plan Zones and Plan Features Maps, Natural Hazards and Natural Features Maps, Transport 
Network Hierarchy and Freight Network Hierarchy Maps and Kapiti Coast Airport Aerodrome 
Designation Maps.  The following steps should be followed: 
 

[A] Identify the subject property on the District Plan Maps. A road index has been provided at 
the back of Volume 2 for reference. 

 
[B] Identify the zone(s) applying to the property on the Plan Zone Maps using the legend. In 

cases where a given site is comprised of more than one zone both zones are applicable. 
 

[C] Check for any notations (such as historic heritage sites or ecological sites) or designations 
applying to the property. The District Plan Map reference corresponds with a schedule 
located in the relevant chapter in the Plan. The schedule will provide a description of the 
notation or designation, its location and the legal description of the property and other 
relevant information. 

 
[D] Check the Natural Hazard Maps to confirm if the land is affected by any identified natural 

hazard. The Natural Hazard Maps illustrate fault avoidance zones, liquefaction 
susceptibility, slope stability, coastal hazard zones and flood hazard zones. 

 
 
Step 2 - Refer to the specific zone rules and standards that apply to the activity 
The next step is to determine the rules and standards that apply to the activity being considered, 
as follows: 
 

[A] The zone rules fall within different environments: Coastal Environment; Living 
Environment; Working Environment; Rural Environment and Open Space Environment. 
Using the table of contents, you will need to identify the relevant sub-chapters within the 
Environment Chapter(s) that apply to the activity being considered. The Plan also includes 
chapters for district-wide topics such as network utilities, historic heritage, the natural 
environment and transport. Where a given activity is related to a district-wide topic, these 
chapters should also be referred to. 

 
[B] Identify the activity being considered in the rules and standards table. By referring to the 

activity rules in the rules and standards table you will identify whether the activity you are 
considering is permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary, non-complying 
or prohibited. It may be necessary to check the definition of an activity in Chapter 1. 
Throughout the Plan, terms defined in Chapter 1 are shown in italics.  

 
[C] Compare your proposed activity with the standards listed in the activity table for the 

particular activity you wish to undertake. Note whether any standards will (or are likely to) 
be breached by your proposal. 

 
[D] In some cases, a standard may be different if the adjoining zone is different from your own. 

The standards in your zone will tell you whether this is the case e.g. Local Centre Zone 
adjoining a Residential Zone. 
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Step 3 - Check the rules and standards for any special notation applying to the 
property 
Check the rules and standards applying to any notation or designation relating to the property as 
these will affect the status for a proposed activity. If, for example, the subject property is subject to 
a designation, you will need to seek the prior written consent of the authority which is responsible 
for the designation before undertaking any activity that would prevent or hinder the public work or 
work to which the designation applies.   
 
Likewise, where the subject property is identified on the District Plan Maps as being subject to a 
natural hazard, Chapter 9: Hazards should be referred to so as to determine whether the activity 
requires consent.  
 
Step 4 - Determine whether resource consent is required 
If the activity is listed as permitted and it meets all the permitted activity standards for the relevant 
zone and feature rule categories, resource consent is not required. If the activity you propose to 
undertake is specified under a different activity category (controlled, discretionary, etc), or if it is 
listed as permitted but fails to meet the relevant permitted standard(s), you will require resource 
consent before proceeding with the activity. Seek advice or confirmation if necessary. 
 
It should also be noted that: 

  Most subdivisions will require a financial contribution. Check Chapter 12.1 to see 
whether you meet the standards and whether you will have to make any financial 
contributions. 

 
  The provisions of Regional Plans prepared by the Greater Wellington Regional Council 

may also apply to many activities, and reference should therefore be made to those 
documents prior to carrying out activities. 

 
Figure 1.2 below sets out the steps to determine whether consent is required for an activity 
diagrammatically.
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Check any rules and standards 
applying to the proposed activity 
within any natural hazard zones 
covering some or all of the subject 

property. 

Using the Table of Contents, identify the 
relevant chapter(s) within the Plan 

Find the proposed activity in the 
activity table and source the 

applicable rule reference.  

Check the proposed activity 
against any rules and standards 
applying to any notations on the 

subject property. 

Check your proposed activity against any 
rules in other chapters that are relevant to 

the activity, for example, the minimum 
number of parking spaces you need to 

provide in a new development is specified 
in Chapter 11.6: Access and Transport.

Consent not required 

Seek advice or 
confirmation if necessary 

Is the subject property 
located within a natural 
hazard area? (check the 

District Plan Natural 
Hazard Maps) 

Identify the zone(s) applying 
to the subject property using 

the legend on the District 
Plan Maps. 

Check definitions in Chapter 1 if 
necessary 

Are there any other 
notations or 

designations on the 
subject property? 

Heritage, ecological, etc… 

Will your proposed activity 
meet all the permitted 

activity standards? 

No Yes 

Apply to the Council for the 
necessary consent(s). If you 
are considering subdividing 

your land, subdivision consent 
is required. 

Identify the subject 
property on the District 
Plan Maps (Volume 2) 

 
Figure 1.2: How to use this Plan 
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Resource Consent Process 

 
1.2.1 Applying for Consent 
The procedures for applying for a resource consent are described in Part 6 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (and summarised in Figure 1.3 below).  Section 88 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 refers to the matters to be included in an application and Section 104 
outlines the matters which must be considered by Council before any consent can be granted. 
Section 1.3 below specifies the information that must be provided with an application to satisfy 
Council’s requirements before an application will be accepted for processing.  Information is also 
available from Council to explain the process in more detail to help the application go smoothly. 
 
 

 
Figure 1.3 - Resource Consent Process. Source: Ministry for the Environment, Consultation for Resource Consent Applications, 
accessed from www.mfe.govt.nz, June 2012. Note – figure is indicative only; for more information, refer directly to the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

 
 
The amount of detailed information needed depends upon the type of resource consent.  For 
example, subdivision consent applications require a high level of detail, whereas a resource 
consent application to put up a sign may not. 
 
To have the application processed, payment of a fee is required.  This will include planning and 
engineering administration fees where appropriate.  The amount of the fee depends on what the 
activity is, the type of resource consent needed and whether it is to be publicly or limited notified.  
Refer to Council’s Annual/Long Term Plan for the Council's schedule of fees. 
 
In some cases, the activity that is the subject of the consent application may also require a 
resource consent from the Wellington Regional Council. Where it is considered necessary to 
publicly notify such a proposal a joint hearing on behalf of both authorities will probably be 
required. 
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1.2.2 Consultation 
Consultation with and/or the consent of affected parties – for example tangata whenua, adjoining 
landowners, residents groups or environmental groups – may be encouraged by Council.  The 
level and extent of community consultation depends on the impacts that the proposal will have, or 
is likely to have.  In general, the greater the effects the more extensively consultation is 
encouraged. 
  
The process of consulting interested and/or affected parties allows them to understand the nature 
of the proposal and let their views be known.  Done effectively, consultation reduces time and 
costs later on in the resource consent process. 
 
Special consultation procedures may be encouraged for activities near identified sites of 
significance to tangata whenua or where activities will have, or is likely to have major adverse 
environmental effects. 
 
 
1.2.3 Notification 
The resource consent application may be required to be processed as a publicly notified or limited 
notified consent.  Sections 95-95G of the Resource Management Act 1991 outline the notification 
procedure (also illustrated by Figure 1.4 below), which starts with a requirement on the timeframe 
for making a notification decision.  Specifically, the Council must decide whether or not the 
application will be publicly notified or limited notified, and if so, notify the application within 10 
working days of lodgement.  If it is to be notified, the Council will also inform the applicant as such 
within that time frame. 

The Council has discretion whether or not to publicly notify an application; except that the 
application must be publicly notified if: 

  the Council deems the activity to have (or is likely to have) adverse effects on the 
environment that are more than minor, or  

 
  if the applicant requests it, or 

 
  if a rule or national environmental standard requires it. 

Likewise, the Council must not publicly notify an application if a rule or national environmental 
standard precludes it and the applicant has not requested it.  The exception to this is that the 
Council may publicly notify an application if it deems that special circumstances exist and warrant 
notification despite non-notification being otherwise required. 

In considering the scale of actual and potential effects on the environment, the Council must first 
disregard the effects on people who own or occupy the application site(s) or land adjacent to that 
land.  The Council must disregard trade competition and the effects of trade competition.  If 
Council does not publicly notify an application, it must decide if there are any affected persons or 
affected customary rights order holders.  A person is considered affected if adverse effects on 
them are minor or more than minor; however a person may not be deemed as affected if they 
have provided written approval to the proposed activity.  Any affected persons identified would 
receive limited notification (unless precluded by a rule or national environmental standard).  

In determining the scale of effects for the purposes of notification of a controlled or restricted 
discretionary activity, Council must disregard any adverse effect of the activity that does not relate 
to a matter for which a rule or national environmental standard reserves control or restricts 
discretion. 
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Figure 1.4– Notification process 
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Information to be submitted with an application for resource 
consent 

 
1.3.1 Requirements for information 
For Council to be able to process an application for a resource consent, an applicant must provide 
adequate information (in accordance with Section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991) to 
enable the environmental effects of the activity to be assessed. 
 
Applications should be in the same or similar format as Form 9 of the Resource Management 
(Forms, Fees, and Procedure) Regulations 2003.  Copies of this form can be obtained from 
Council’s offices. 
 
Where Council considers that insufficient information has been supplied to enable an appropriate 
decision to be made under Section 104 of the Resource Management Act 1991, the applicant will 
be informed and the resource consent or plan change will not be advanced. 
 
Where Council determines that an application is incomplete the application will be returned to the 
applicant within five working days with written reasons for the determination in accordance with 
Section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
It is to an applicant's advantage to discuss their application proposals with Council staff and where 
appropriate the Department of Conservation, the Wellington Regional Council, tangata whenua and 
other interested groups before they are formally lodged.  This enables any minor difficulties to be 
resolved in an informal way and will avoid, remedy or mitigate delay caused by formal requests for 
more information. 
 
 
 
1.3.2 Land use consent 
An application for a land use consent must include: 

 
[A] A description of the activity for which consent is sought and its location. 

 
[B] An assessment of any actual or potential effects that the activity may have on the 

environment.  This includes wetlands, native vegetation (as defined in Part 1.4 of the Plan), 
land form features, cultural and heritage sites and on any of the features listed in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage in Chapter 10 and on people and communities, and how any 
adverse effects will be avoided, remedied or mitigated through provisions such as 
preservation and covenants on the title. 

 
NOTE: 
Section 88(2)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991 requires assessments to be in 
such detail as corresponds with the scale and significance of the actual and potential 
effects that the activity may have on the environment, and shall be prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
[C] Any information required to be included in the application by the District Plan or the 

Resource Management Act 1991’s regulations. 
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[D] A statement specifying all other resource consents that the applicant may require from any 
consent authority in respect of the activity to which the application relates and whether or 
not the applicant has applied for such consents. 

 
 
[E] SITE INFORMATION 

The following must be supplied: 
 The correct street address. 
 The legal description(s) of the site. 
 A current copy of the certificate of title for the property (no more than 3 months old). 

 
[F] SITE PLANS 

Plans must be supplied and drawn to an appropriate metric scale to show sufficient detail of 
the proposal to enable Council to determine its effects.  If the plans are larger than A3 size, 
copies reduced to A3 must also be provided.   

 
The site plans must show: 
 A north point accurately orientated. 
 A unique plan number and title describing the proposal and the site. 
 The date, name of the company and locality plan where appropriate. 

 
Two plans are required (unless all of the relevant information can be shown on one plan): 
 
[1] A site plan detailing the existing situation including: 

- Topography (noting significant landforms and natural features). 
- Watercourses and catchment orientation. 
- All vegetation over 3 metres in height (including any vegetation location on or 

adjacent to the legal road or surrounding properties). 
- All certificate of title boundaries. 
- Road frontages. 
- Existing buildings (indicating those to be retained). 
- Buildings on adjacent sites. 
- Any existing heritage features (including archaeological sites, cultural sites, 

geological features, ecological sites, listed trees and buildings). 
- Existing high voltage electricity and high pressure gas transmission lines. 

 
[2] A site plan detailing the proposed development including: 

- The design of earthworks including cut and fill volumes, depths and final levels 
and contours of the site. 

- The layout and location of proposed structures and buildings or alterations to 
existing structures and buildings. 

- The location of proposed activities, vehicle parking, servicing, circulation and 
manoeuvring, pedestrian and vehicular access. 

- Floor plans. 
- A calculation of site coverage. 
- All landscape designs, site planting details and fencing 
- If the site has been identified as being subject to one or more hazards, a report 

from a suitably qualified and experienced person may be required on the extent of 
the existing and potential natural hazard. The report may be required to address 
the implication of the hazard on the proposed development or activity, and the 
actions required to mitigate any adverse effect. 

 
[G] The applicant must provide, where relevant, elevation drawings, numbered and drawn to a 

metric scale of 1:100 (or as otherwise agreed) showing: 
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 The relationship of buildings to existing and finished ground levels. 
 The extent of compliance with relevant plan rules including solar access and 

maximum building height. 
 Elevations from the street showing the relationship of proposed structures to 

structures on adjacent sites, including the location of existing private outdoor spaces 
and main living area windows (where these have outlook over the development). 

 Shade diagrams for mid winter for medium density housing applications.  
 

[H] Where applications involve or are likely to affect historic heritage items listed in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage (Chapter 10 of this Plan) the following information will be required: 

 
Applications affecting archaeological sites 
Applicants should first check with the NZ Archaeological Association filekeeper for 
information on recorded sites, previous surveys or additional sites and with iwi for 
information on cultural sites.  Where no archaeological survey has been conducted for a 
particular property/area a survey should be done by the applicant to determine the effects 
of the proposal and provide for the avoidance, remediation and mitigation of effects.  
Applicants should note that if an archaeological site is to be modified, an application must 
be made to the New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) for an authority to destroy, 
damage or modify the site.  

 
Applications affecting Historic places and areas 
Applicants should consult with the NZHPT.  A full description of the historic heritage value 
of the place is required.  Applicants may also be required to prepare a building report or 
heritage inventory for the building or structure or a conservation plan for the site or area.  In 
preparing a conservation plan, applicants should be guided by reference to the Trust’s 
document “Guidelines for Preparing a Conservation Plan” prepared by Greg Bowron and 
Jan Harris – refer NZHPT website (www.historic.org.nz).   

 
Assessments of effects on historic heritage  
In respect historic heritage, an assessment of effects shall contain: 

- a detailed description of the proposal; 
- an explanation of the nature of the historic heritage affected, i.e. historic heritage 

building/places/site/area/waahi tapu including existing plan, elevations and annotated 
photographs; 

- the specific location of the historic heritage (preferably a map showing the location of 
the resource and area of impact the proposal has or is likely to have on the resource); 

- a statement as to whether the activity will affect the whole/part of the historic heritage; 
- an indication as to how adverse effects on historic heritage values will be mitigated; 
- where it is likely a significant adverse effect will result, a description of any possible 

alternative location or methods of undertaking the activity; 
- the preferred option for protecting the historic heritage values; 
- what consultation (if any) has occurred with the relevant iwi authority and/or NZHPT;  

and 
- a statement of the actual and potential effects of the proposal on historic heritage 

values. 
 

Note:  All applications will be considered with regard to the Objectives and Policies of the District 
Plan in Chapter 10 – Historic Heritage. 
 
[I] Where trimming of any vegetation is to be undertaken where the vegetation: 

 is within an ecological site (Schedule 3.4.1); 
 is a key indigenous tree species (Schedule 3.4.2); 
 is a rare and threatened vegetation species (Schedule 3.4.3);  
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 is listed in the Schedule of Historic Heritage (Schedule 10.1); or 
 is in or within 20m of a waterbody or the coastal marine area where it not within the 

urban environment, 
 

a plan must be provided which outlines any measures required to minimise (or avoid): 
damage to any root systems; and sediment/debris entering any waterway. 

 
[J] Any other information necessary to determine the effects of the proposal or which is 

specifically requested in the District Plan rules.  This could include noise assessment, 
ecological assessment, visual or landscape assessment, transport assessment or travel 
plan. 

 
[K] IN RESPECT OF CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES 

For controlled activities, applications will only be assessed with regard to those matters 
specifically identified in the District Plan rules.  The information to be supplied must include 
an assessment of any likely effects on the environment.  This can be limited to that which is 
necessary to address the matters under consideration. 
 

[L] IN RESPECT OF DISCRETIONARY AND NON-COMPLYING ACTIVITIES 
For discretionary and non complying activities, applications will be assessed with 
regard to their effects on the environment as well as the New Zealand Coastal Policy 
Statement, National Policy Statements, Regional Policy Statement and any relevant 
objectives, policies, rules or standards.  The information to be supplied must include an 
assessment of compliance with these matters. 
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1.3.3 Subdivision consents 
An application for a subdivision consent shall include: 

 
[A] An assessment of any actual or potential effects that the activity may have on the 

environment, including wetlands, significant native vegetation (as defined in Chapter 1.4 of 
the Plan), land form features, cultural and heritage sites and on any of the features listed in 
the Schedule of Historic Heritage (in Chapter 10 of the Plan) and on people and 
communities and how any adverse effects will be avoided, remedied or mitigated through 
provisions such as preservation and covenants on the title. 

 
NOTE:  Section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991 requires assessments to be in 
such detail as corresponds with the scale and significance of the actual and potential 
effects that the activity may have on the environment and shall be prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 4 to the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
[B] Any information required to be included in the application by the District Plan or the 

Resource Management Act 1991’s regulations. 
 
[C] A statement specifying all other resource consents that the applicant may require from any 

consent authority in respect of the activity to which the application relates, and whether or 
not the applicant has applied for such consents. 

 
[D] SITE INFORMATION 

The following information must be supplied: 
 A legal description of the site. 
 Current copies of all certificates of title (no more than 3 months old). 
 Where relevant, an assessment, including diagrams, of the significant views onto 

and off the development site. 
 

[E] SITE PLANS 
Plans must be supplied and must be drawn to an appropriate stated metric scale to show 
sufficient detail of the proposal to enable Council to determine its effects.  If the plans are 
larger than A3 size, copies reduced to A3 must also be provided.   
The site plans must show: 
 A north point accurately orientated. 
 A unique plan number and title describing the proposal and the site. 
 The date, name of the company and locality plan. 

 
 
Two plans are required (unless all of the relevant information can be adequately shown on 
one plan):   
 
 [1] A plan detailing the existing situation including: 

- Topographical information, in terms of DOSLI Datum, together with a certificate as 
to its origin and accuracy. 

- The design of earthworks, including cut and fill volume, depths and final levels 
and contours of the site. 

- Details of hazardous areas (for example uncompacted filling or flood prone areas 
or areas subject to earthquake or geological hazards.). 

- If the site has been identified as being subject to one or more hazards, a report 
from a suitably qualified and experienced person may be required on the extent of 
the existing and potential natural hazard.  The report may be required to address 
the implication of the hazard on the proposed development or activity, and the 
actions required to mitigate any adverse effect. 
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- Existing buildings and structures and buildings and structures on adjacent sites. 
- Landforms and landscape elements. 
- Location of watercourses, drainage channels and water table with comment on 

their condition, including identification of areas known to be subject to inundation, 
subsidence, slippage or erosion.  Measures to be taken to overcome any of these 
limiting factors must be elaborated on (a flood free building site must be provided). 

- The location and areas of any existing esplanade reserves, esplanade strips or 
access strips. 

- All vegetation over 3 metres in height, including individual specimens. 
- Existing street names and numbers. 
- Existing easements and covenant areas. 
- Any existing heritage features (including archaeological sites, cultural sites, 

geological features, ecological sites, listed trees and buildings). 
- Existing high voltage electricity and high pressure gas transmission lines. 

 
 

[2] A plan detailing the proposed subdivision development including: 

- The position of all proposed lots and certificate of title boundaries. 
- The areas of all new lots. 
- Indicative building positions and indicative vehicle access points and driveways on 

street edges. 
- Location and type of all proposed trees and other vegetation, including all existing 

vegetation to be retained. 
- A report from a suitably qualified and experienced person to demonstrate that: 

 
  A water supply of sufficient quality and quantity can be provided for the 

activities proposed for the subdivision and that there will be no adverse 
effects on other users and the water resource itself or on natural and 
physical resources. 

  The disposal of wastes generated by the activity proposed for the 
subdivision will have no adverse effects on ground or surface water 
quality, and that there will be no adverse effects on consumptive water 
users or on natural and physical resources. 

 
- For lots in the Rural Water Collection area to be used for plantation forestry, 

information detailing proposed species and the extent of planted areas together 
with an assessment of the impact on long-term water resources. 

- Three names of any new road shall be provided for consideration for the approval 
of Council. 

- All applications for subdivisions fronting a Strategic Arterial Route shall be 
accompanied by evidence of consultation with NZTA confirming compliance with 
NZTA’s requirements. 

- The road reserve proposed to be set aside as new road, including all areas of 
public open space intended for recreational purposes, together with drawing 
sufficient to describe the plan and three dimensional qualities of typical and 
unique or special areas of the development. 

- Formation widths and grades of proposed roads and rights of way, parking bays, 
bus stops and speed control devices. 

- Proposed easement and covenant areas. 
- The location and widths of new reserves to be created, including any esplanade 

reserves to be set aside on the survey plan under Section 231 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 
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- The location and areas of esplanade strips proposed to be created under Section 
232 of the Resource Management Act 1991to meet the requirements of the 
District Plan. 

- The location and areas of any land below mean high water springs of the sea, or 
of any part of the bed of a river or lake, which is required under Section 237A are 
to be shown on a survey plan as land to be vested in the Crown. 

- Information to show compliance with any other District Plan rules and standards. 
- Plans and/or details which demonstrate how the subdivision and development will 

meet the Kāpiti Coast District Council Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements 2012. 

 
[F] For residential subdivision, the applicant may be required to provide an annotated print from 

the most recent acceptable aerial photograph. 
 

[G] Where an item listed in the Schedule of Historic Heritage (Chapter 10) will be affected as a 
result of or is the subject of a subdivision consent application, the information in Part 1.3.2. 
[H] may be required. 
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Definitions  
 
1 in 100 year flood event means the one percent annual exceedance probability flood event. 
This event has a one in one hundred (1%) chance of being equalled or exceeded in any one year. 
The flood categories (except residual ponding and residual overflow areas) on the District 
Planning Natural Hazard Maps are a representation of this event, based on information currently 
available. 
 
1 in 50 year flood event means the two percent annual exceedance probability flood event. This 
event has a one in fifty (2%) chance of being equalled or exceeded in any one year. This is not 
mapped in the District Plan.  
 
Accessory building means any building on a site, whether attached or detached to a residential 
building, the use of which is incidental to the permitted activities and consented activities 
occurring on that site. Attached in this case shall mean physically attached. This includes but is 
not limited to garages, carports, tool sheds, playrooms, recreation rooms, glasshouses, sleep outs 
and buildings used for permitted and consented home occupations. For the avoidance of doubt 
minor flats shall not be regarded as accessory buildings.  
 
Access leg means provides access to a public road for a rear lot e.g. a driveway to a rear lot as 
shown in the diagram below:  

 
 
Access strip shall have the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Act means the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Active fault means a fault that has ruptured within the last 125,000 years, and whose history 
indicates that it is likely to rupture again.  
 
Active retail frontage and active frontage means building facades where the ground floor level 
features display windows which allow views of the activities occurring in the premises. In order to 
allow views into the premises the majority of the window space between 1 metre and 2 metres 
above the street level shall be transparent and allow unobstructed views into the main retail 
space. The use of blinds, shutters, frosted glass or curtains during normal business hours will not 
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provide an active retail frontage or active frontage. Interior security screens may be used after 
normal retail hours if necessary (exterior screens/shutters are not suitable for frontages to 
pedestrian areas). Active retail frontage are associated with retail activities, where as active 
frontages are associated with non-retail activities such as commercial activities. 
 
Addition means an extension or increase in floor area, number of stories, or height of a building 
or structure. It includes the construction of new floors, walls, ceilings, and roofs, but does not 
include alterations or minor work.  
 
Adjusted quantity is calculated for each Effect Type: Base Quantity x Adjustment Factors (as 
applicable).  
 
Adjustment factors cover a number of aspects for each Effect Type to account for site specific 
circumstances influencing the severity of the potential off-site effect.  Adjustment Factors take into 
consideration the following: 

1. the physical state of the substance 

2. the temperature at which the substances is stored 

3. type of storage 

4. type of activity 

5. separation distance to the site boundary 

6. environment sensitivity of the site location 

Within each Effect Type, the Adjustment Factors are multiplied to obtain a single value which is 
then used to calculate the Adjusted Quantity.  
 
Aerodrome means any defined area of land or water intended or designed to be used either 
wholly or partly for the landing, departure, and surface movement of aircraft; and includes any 
buildings, installations, and equipment on or adjacent to any such area used in connection with 
the aerodrome or its administration. 
For the avoidance of doubt, an aerodrome includes a heliport. 
 
Civil Aviation Rules means rules made under the Civil Aviation Act 1990. 
 
Air noise boundary means the boundary as identified on the District Plan Maps 
 
Aircraft operations means the engine run-up, taxiing, take-off or landing at an airport of an 
aircraft, and “operate” has a corresponding meaning.  
 
Airport noise effects advisory overlay means the boundary shown as such on the District Plan 
Maps and which encompasses land that is subject to higher than usual levels of aircraft noise.  
 
Airport Road means carriageways, footpaths and berms within the Airport Zone.  
 
Allotment means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Alteration means any changes to the fabric or characteristics of a building involving (but not 
limited to) the removal and replacement of walls, windows, ceilings, floors or roofs, either 
internally or externally. It does not include additions or minor works. 
 
Amenity values means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Ancillary means  
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1. supportive; 
2. subordinate; and 
3. allied in characteristics, nature or type. 

 
Animal means any animate being, other than that of the human species, bees, fish, insects, 
cage birds, poultry and pigeons. 
 
Antenna means any device, including any aerial, dish or panel that receives or transmits radio 
communication or telecommunication signals.  This includes that antenna’s mountings (including 
any support structure or head arrangement) and radio frequency unit or similar device, but 
excludes any mast.  The diameter or area of an antenna means: 

1. in relation to any panel antenna or any other type of antenna that has a length and a 
width, the area measured by calculating the largest surface area; 

2. in relation to any other antenna, the diameter measured by taking the cross-section of the 
widest part of the antenna. 

The mountings of any antenna and any radiofrequency equipment or similar device shall not be 
included in the measurement of area or diameter of each antenna, provided that the 
radiofrequency unit or similar device is smaller in area or diameter than the antenna itself. 
 
An antenna does not include: 

1. devices used in amateur radio configurations; 
2. devices only used for television reception; and 
3. any other device less than 1.5m2 in area. 

 
Note: any antenna only need meet the area or diameter measurement, as appropriate to the type 
of antenna.  The measurement of each individual antenna is not a cumulative measurement. 
 
Approved concept plan means a plan approved by the Council showing at a conceptual level 
how the precinct will be developed, including provision for: proposed new public roads; 
accessways; use of reserves for walkways, cycleways and open space; stormwater storage 
areas and drainage channels; and view corridors.  
 
Archaeological site means the same as in the Historic Places Act 1993. 
 
Atua means deity; god; child of Ranginui and Papatūānuku. 
 
Automotive and marine supplier means a business primarily engaged in selling automotive 
vehicles, marine craft, and associated parts and accessories for such vehicles and craft.  
 
Aviary means a fixed, permanent structure designed for the keeping of cage birds and excludes 
any structure used to house poultry or pigeons. 
 
Aviation activity means any activity undertaken in the Airport Zone which is directly related to 
the use of the site for aviation purposes. This includes the physical infrastructure of the Airport 
(such as runways, terminal and control towers) and the storage, maintenance and use of aircraft.  
 
Aviation heritage means any ancillary aviation activity undertaken within the Aviation and 
Heritage Precinct of the Airport Zone and includes any aviation and aerospace museum together 
with workshops and storage for the assembly and restoration of items for display, outdoor static 
display, picnic and playground facilities, retailing ancillary to the museum's display material; 
community service and cultural facilities and activities. 
 
Base threshold (B) means the amount (mass in tonnes or volume in cubic metres for 
compressed gases) of a substance that has been assessed as generating no or minor off-site 
effects when released, before taking into account site and substance specific considerations.  
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Bathroom means rooms, a room or part of a room which together provide personal ablution and 
sanitary facilities including a bath or shower, wash basin and toilet. 
 
Beach or the Beach means the area between the vegetated dunes or protection structures and 
mean high water springs, (generally indicated on the ground as the high tide mark). This is the 
usually dry sand area which is not formed into dunes.  For the avoidance of doubt, the beach is 
not equivalent to the Beach Residential Zone. 
 
Beach character setback margin means the area any site in the Beach Character Zone in 
which the front façade of a proposed primary residential building is to be located in order to 
maintain streetscape rhythm.  The beach character setback margin for any site is calculated by: 
 

[1]  deriving the average setback distance 
(x) from the road boundary for the 
primary residential building on the two 
adjacent lots located either side of the 
application site and on the same side of 
the road, where: 
 
x = (a + b + c + d) 
 4 
 
 
 
Where any of the four immediately 
adjacent lots are rear lots, the rear lots 
shall not be considered and the next 
most adjacent lot shall be included in 
the average calculation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Where any of the four immediately 
adjacent lots are corner lots, the corner 
lot shall not be considered and the 
remaining three lots (or two where the 
application site directly adjoins the 
corner lot) shall be included in the 
average calculation. 
  

 
 

[2] starting with a line that runs parallel to 
the road and across the site distance 
‘x’, and extending a plane 2 metres 
closer to the road and 2 metres further 
from the road. 

 
 

 

 
Bird Management Plan means a plan that sets out how a grower manages bird populations 
while also managing adverse effects (including noise) on the surrounding environment adopting 
integrated bird scaring and management strategies. 
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Block length means the distance along any road between two consecutive intersections.  Length 
shall be measured from the centre point of each intersection along the centre line of the road 
connecting the two centre points.  For the purposes of this definition, no cul-de-sac, private road, 
crescent or access way shall be considered a road for the purposes of identifying an intersection. 
 
Boarding house means a building in which board and live-in health care or support is provided 
(including women’s refuges and halfway houses), or a building, which is not operated as a 
licensed hotel, in which board and lodging is provided or is intended to be provided for reward or 
payment. This definition does not include family homes where foster parents receive payment for 
children in their care which are included in the definition of “residential activities”.  A boarding 
house is a type of supported living accommodation. 
 
Boundary means the perimeter of an area of land capable of being disposed of separately, 
including a legal or cross lease boundary.  
 
Boundary adjustment is the subdivision of a lot where the following requirements are met:  
 

1. The number of existing certificates of title will not be increased.  
2. Each of the adjusted lots shall be of generally the same area as the lots prior to the 

boundary adjustment.  
3. The adjustment of boundaries is for the rationalisation of existing boundaries to 

improve the practicality of existing lots.  
 
Building means any temporary or permanent or moveable or immoveable structure; and includes 
any structure intended for use or occupation by people or animals or machinery or chattels but 
does not include any of the following: 

1. A fence or wall of 2 metres or less in height above ground level, and tennis court fences of 
any height above ground level, where the fence is not used for advertising or for any 
purpose other than a fence or a wall.  

2. A fence for the containment of stock.  
3. Residential chimneys and television aerials associated with a residential building, not 

exceeding 1.5 metres above the permitted height rule and height in relation to boundary 
rule for the zone in which the building is located.  

4. Detached structures (including temporary structures) not exceeding 2.4 metres in height 
and not exceeding 8m2 in gross floor area where they are located at least 1 metre from 
any adjoining property boundary. 

5. Underground water tanks, and any aboveground water tank not exceeding 30,000 litres in 
volume that complies with the permitted height and height in relation to boundary rules 
and is no less than 1 metre from any property boundary for the zone in which it is located. 

6. Patios and decks (including their handrails) with a finished floor level not exceeding 1 
metre in height above ground level and at least 1 metre from any adjoining property 
boundary.  

7. Any vehicle, trailer, tent, caravan or boat, whether fixed or movable unless it is used for 
residential activities, business or storage purposes. 

8. Any scaffolding or falsework erected temporarily for maintenance and construction 
purposes 

9. Any road, driveway, footpath, boardwalk or other paved surface. 
10. Domestic swimming pools not exceeding 1.2 metres above ground level.  
11. Fire hose drying towers not exceeding 15 metres in height on New Zealand Fire Service 

property.  
 

Building floor level in relation to flood inundation means the underside of floor joists for wooden 
structures or for concrete slabs shall be 150mm below the finished top of the slab.  
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Building importance categories (BIC) means the  building importance categories set out in the  
building importance categories in section 9.3 (Earthquake Hazards) of chapter 9 of this Plan. 
 
Building mass plane is the relationship between the height of the building and the street front 
boundary.  

 
 
Building removal means the removal of a building from a site, being removed either out of the 
District or to a building removal company’s yard. 
 
Building supplier means a business and associated premises primarily used for the display and 
sale of goods and materials used in the construction, repair, alteration and renovation of buildings, 
including plumbing, electrical and landscaping.  
 
Carpark includes an area of land available for the parking of vehicles off-street. It is available for 
use by visitors to or occupants of a site and is accessory to the principal use of the site.  
 

o This excludes vehicle parking as an activity, for example car yards, parking buildings and 
depots. These are activities in their own right and are covered by the relevant rules and 
standards.  

 
o Refer to chapter 11.6, for technical information on the design and layout requirements for 

carparks.  
 
Carriageway includes the portion of the legal road which is useable by vehicles. It includes traffic 
lanes and any metal shoulder, or parking lanes, but not footpaths or grass verges 
 
Centres Routes - see transport network hierarchy and schedule 11.2. 
 
Centres Zones means the part of the district comprising the District Centre Zone, Outer Business 
Centre Zone, Town Centre Zone and Local Centre Zone and shown as such on the District Plan 
Maps. 
 

Cleaner production means the use of techniques to reduce the amount of raw materials and/or 
energy used in the production process and the amount of wastes generated in the production 
process.  These techniques may include the use of recyclable materials or renewable resources, 
the use of fewer hazardous substances or the reduction in quantity used, and carbon accounting.  
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Cluster (clustered) means a group of buildings in close proximity to each other whether they are 
on the same site or adjacent sites.  
 
Coastal environment means the area mapped in the District Plan Maps to which the objectives 
and policies of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement is relevant. This includes all areas of 
sand dunes (and interdune wetlands) and coastal escarpments.   
 
Coastal hazards means coastal processes that have the potential to adversely affect human life, 
property or infrastructure including erosion, sedimentation, storm surge, inundation, tsunami.  
 
Coastal processes means dynamic natural, physical and ecological relationships and events, 
that are characteristically coastal in their occurrence, nature and effects, that act to shape a 
coastline, its landforms and features - such as, beaches, wave cut platforms – and including 
processes of: wave formation, breaking and dissipation; swash run-up; nearshore currents; 
sediment transport, erosion and deposition.  
 

Coastal Hard Protection Structure means a structure that would modify the seabed, foreshore 
or land within 30m of the Coastal Marine Area, which has the purpose or effect of protecting land 
above Mean High Water Springs from a coastal hazard, including erosion and includes a seawall, 
rock revetment, groyne, stop bank, retaining wall or comparable structure within 30 m of the 
shoreline that could act as sea walls should they become exposed to wave action (e.g. any wall or 
structure which extends below an elevation of RL 0.75 m above MSL along all or most of its 
length).  
 
Code of Practice means any document for the purpose of specifying procedures and practices, 
or equipment and facilities for the management of hazardous substances, including documents 
issued and approved in accordance with the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 
1996. 
 
Comparison goods means higher order goods which are usually expensive, non-perishable or 
specialty goods which are bought infrequently. Comparison goods include furniture, jewellery, 
clothing and electrical equipment. 
 
Commercial activity means any activity involving commercial transactions, or providing 
commercial or administrative services, and includes non-school activities, offices, and banks; but 
excludes premises or activities involving retail activities and industrial manufacture or production.  
 
Commercial Scale in relation to renewable energy generation means energy projects producing 
over 5 megawatts and which export electricity directly into the distribution network or National 
Grid.   
Commercial services within the Waikanae North Development Zone means household, 
personal, finance, insurance, real estate, travel, repair, post, courier, health, veterinary, and other 
such similar services but not including general or professional office activities above ground floor.   
 
Common boundary means either the boundary between adjoining sites, any party wall dividing 
adjoining household units in a residential building or any party wall dividing a building from 
accessory buildings.  
 
Community facility means: the use of land and buildings by the public for the purposes of 
welfare, care, safety and culture. Community facilities include: 

1. Multi-purpose community halls; 
2. Places of worship; 
3. Civic offices; 
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4. Community centres; 
5. Community Libraries;  
6. Display of information to the public; 
7. Community Museums; 
8. Community Galleries; 
9. Courthouses;  
10. Emergency service facilities; 
11. Hospitals; 
12. Marae and other cultural facilities. 
13. Public toilets; 
14. Plunket rooms and rooms where information, counselling advice or similar assistance 

conducive to welfare is provided;  
For the avoidance of doubt, any offices and storage areas required to operate the facility form part 
of the community facility but the community facility does not include any other retail, industrial or 
commercial activities. A community facility does not include probation or detention centres or 
prisons. 
 
Community facilities signs mean any sign pertaining to a community facility. 
 
Community purpose event/charity event signs mean any sign pertaining to a temporary event 
or an event that: 

1. Is for general public admission; and 
2. Occurs for 3 consecutive days or less in duration; and 
3. Occurs no more than once in any three month period; and 
4. Is held within licensed premises; and 
5. The purpose of the event is to: 

a. fundraise for a recognised charity; or 
b. accommodate the proceedings of a publicly notified meeting or hearing. 

 
Community (or neighbourhood) scale means renewable energy generation for the purpose of 
supplying electricity to a whole community which is not connected to the distribution network (‘off 
grid’); or to supplying the immediate neighbourhood in an urban area with some export back into 
the distribution network.  
 
Convenience goods means lower order and usually inexpensive goods that vary little in price, 
quality or other features that are frequently purchased and often include perishable goods.   
 
Conditions means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Contaminant means the same as in section 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

Contaminated land shall have the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991.   

 
Controlled activity shall have the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Council means the Kāpiti Coast District Council. 
 
Coverage means the percentage area of a site occupied by buildings, where the building area is 
measured by the total area of the footprint of the buildings on the ground (i.e. excluding eaves) 
and the site area excludes any right of ways/access-ways  
 
Covered outdoor living area means a roofed area attached to a residential building used for 
private recreation and living space to provide a high level of amenity for residents. At least 50% of 
the combined area of all elevations of the area (from the floor of the deck to the eaves level of the 
attached building) should be open to the elements. 
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Crossing point means a length of the road boundary available for the ingress or egress of 
vehicles from the site. 
 
Crosslease means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Cumulative risk means the risk posed by a hazardous facility added to or multiplied by risks from 
other facilities.  
 
Curtilage within the Airport Zone means the area of land held within an individual lease. 
 
Demolition means to damage and demolish a building or structure. 
 
Department store means an activity within one building, engaged in retailing a wide variety of 
goods, other than food or groceries, but the variety is such that no predominant activity can be 
determined. Department Stores have predominant retail sales in at least four of the following six 
product groups: 

1. Clothing 
2. Furniture 
3. Kitchenware, china, glassware and other housewares 
4. Textile goods 
5. Electrical, electronic and gas appliances 
6. Perfumes, cosmetics and toiletries 

The products primary to these headings, as well as other products, are normally sold by or 
displayed in separate departments or sections supervised by managers (with specialised product 
knowledge) within the store, and, generally merchandising, advertising, customer service, 
accounting and budgetary control functions are undertaken on a departmentalised basis.   
 
For the avoidance of doubt, this definition excludes those activities falling within the definition of 
Large Format Retail 
 
Designation means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Destruction means to cause substantial harm or damage to a place or area of significance to 
Māori or a historic site (including archaeological sites). It may be caused by activities including 
earthworks, tunnelling, disposal, cutting, construction works, induced vibration, removal of 
structures, reclamation or drainage, subsidence, gravel, water or soil extraction, dredging, 
diverting, taking or damming water and discharge of contaminants.  
 
Development means (except in relation to the Airport Mixed Use Precinct) the construction or 
alteration of buildings; the erection of fences/walls and detached structures; network utilities, 
excavation of land; any land disturbance or land filling or reclamation of land or the construction of 
earth retaining structures; and any construction of artificial surfaces or platforms( eg roads, decks 
or patios, driveways).  
 
Development (within the Airport Mixed Use Precinct) means, for the purposes of chapter 6 of 
this Plan, the total gross floor area of any Commercial Activity or Industrial Activity development 
within the Airport Mixed Use Precinct provided that any Retailing or Retail Outlets shall be 
restricted to the following activities: 

1. Aviation activities and aviation service activities. 
2. One hotel/motel activity. 
3. lndustrial activities 
4. Trade/Wholesale 
5. Commercial activity, (including logistics or distribution uses) provided that retail activity shall 

be limited to: 
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a. Retail activity ancillary to lndustrial or Warehousing activities within the Precinct. 
b. Large Format Retail activity. 
c. Home Improvement Retail activity. 
d. Automotive and Marine Equipment Retail activity 
e. Small Scale Convenience Retail activity. 
f. Small Scale Commercial Services activity. 
g. Retail activity permitted by the definition of "Service Station". 

 and includes any buildings used for any such activities. 
 
Discretionary activity means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Disposal of hazardous substances means the systematic control of the collection, storage, 
processing, treatment, recovery and disposal of hazardous substances at a facility that can accept 
such waste, or alternatively treating it to reduce the level or mobility of the contaminants to 
acceptable levels.  
 
Distributed (fault complexity) means areas where fault rupture deformation is distributed over a 
relatively broad, but defined, geographic width (e.g. tens to hundreds of metres wide), typically as 
multiple fault traces and/or folds.   
 
Domestic Scale Renewable Energy Generation means small scale renewable energy 
generation development for the purpose of using or generating electricity on a particular site 
(single household or business premise) with or without exporting back into the distribution 
network.  
 
Dominant ridgelines and Dominant dunes means mapped features shown on a structure plan 
for a specific area (eg ecohamlets or Ngarara zone) or shown on the District Plan natural 
environment maps.  
 
Dripline means the area beneath the canopy of a tree, measured at ground level from any part of 
the surface of the trunk, with a radius of 5 metres or to the outermost extent of the spread of its 
branches, whichever is the greater.  
 
Driveway means the same as crossing point.  
 
Dust nuisance means if there is visible evidence of suspended matter in the air beyond the site 
boundary and/or there is visible evidence of suspended matter traceable from the source of the 
nuisance settling on the water, land or structure of a neighbouring site. 
 
Earthworks means any alteration to the land contour or disturbance of land including the 
deposition of cleanfill and the excavation and backfilling or recompaction of existing natural 
ground, but excludes cultivation and domestic gardening. The limits on earthworks in the 
standards apply to any earthworks within any 5 year period except in relation to overflow paths, 
ponding areas and the River Corridor. 
 
Eastern intersection means the new signalised intersection proposed on the Kāpiti Road 
frontage of the Airport as shown on the Roading Layout Plan for the Kapiti Coast Airport. 
 
Ecological domains means mapped areas of land which share broad vegetation types in the 
District, these are identified as being the salt zone, dunelands, lowland alluvial terraces, and 
lowland hills. 
 
Ecological sites means ecological features or areas which have been mapped in the natural 
features maps of this plan with the description and significance of the sites included in schedule 
3.4.1 
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Ecosystem services means the services provided by finite natural and physical resources, such 
as clean air, water and soil, that are provided by healthy natural systems. Ecosystem services are 
grouped into four broad categories: 

1. provisioning, such as the production of food and water; 
2. regulating, such as the control of climate and disease;  
3. supporting, such as nutrient cycles and crop pollination; and  
4. cultural, such as spiritual and recreational benefits. 

 
Educational facilities means land and/or buildings used to provide regular instruction, teaching, 
learning or training and includes pre schools, schools, tertiary education institutions, work skills 
training centres, and facilities for the care of children under the age of five, such as daycare 
facilities. 
 
Effect means the same as in section 3 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

Effects type (in relation to hazardous substances) means the group into which any hazardous 
substances can be categorised.  The three groups are:  

1. Fire/Explosion: concerned with damage to property, the built environment and safety of 
people; 

2. Human Health: concerned with the wellbeing, health and safety of people; and 
3. Environment: concerned with damage to ecosystems and natural resources and systems. 

Each Effects Type is divided into levels (high, medium or low) reflecting the severity of the effect 
potentially associated with a hazardous substance.   

The Hazard Level for each hazardous substance is based on the hazard classification system 
established under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996. 
 

Effect’s ratio means a dimensionless number calculated from the following equation for each 
Effect Type: 

Effects ratio = proposed quantity / adjusted threshold 

The Effects ratio is used to define the consent status of the facility by comparing against the 
aggregated Effects Ratio stated in the relevant sections of the District Plan for the most important 
hazardous substances present on the site (either by hazard or quantity). 
 
Effects ratio trigger level means the value of the Effects ratio which is used in the Consents 
Status Matrix (table 9.1) to define whether a proposed hazardous facility requires a land use 
resource consent.  
 
Entertainment activity means premises providing public and private entertainment and includes 
cinemas, theatres and licensed premises. 
 
Environment means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Environmentally damaging substances means any substance (for example, milk or oil) which 
when spilled or released into the environment in sufficient quantity, by effects other than toxicity, 
is able to damage an aquatic ecosystem.  
 
Esplanade Reserve means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Esplanade strip means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Excessive noise routes means the existing alignment of State Highway 1 through the district, 
and includes any future route(s) within the Plan as an alternative route for this highway.  
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Existing - in relation to buildings and uses means lawfully in existence:  

1. Before the rule became operative or the Plan was notified.  
2. The effects of the use are the same or similar in character, intensity and scale to those 

which existed before the rule became operative or the Plan was notified,  
or  

1. The use was lawfully established by way of a designation, and  
2. The effects of the use are the same or similar in character, intensity and scale to those 

that existed before the designation was removed  
 
Existing urban area means the spatial area that includes the District’s commercial centres, 
industrial areas, and suburban areas existing at the date of notification of this Plan.  These areas 
are identified on the District Plan Maps as comprising one (or more) of the following zoning 
classifications: 

1. Airport Zone; 
2. Civic and Community Zone; 
3. District Centre Zone; 
4. Industrial Zone; 
5. Local Centre Zone; 
6. Outer Business Centre Zone; 
7. Residential and Beach Residential Zones; and 
8. Town Centre Zone. 

 
External sound insulation level (DnT,w + Ctr): means the standardised level difference 

(outdoor to indoor) and is a measure of the airborne sound insulation provided by the 
external building envelope (including windows, walls, ceilings and floors where 
appropriate) described using DnT,w + Ctr as defined in the following Standards:  

1. ISO717-1:1996 Acoustics – Rating of Sound Insulation in Buildings & Building Elements 
using spectrum No.2 (A-weighted traffic noise spectrum). Note – this standard is also 
known as AS/NZS1276.1:1999 Acoustics-Rating of sound insulation in buildings and of 
building elements Part 1: Airborne sound insulation. 

2. ISO 140-5:1998 Acoustics - Measurement Of Sound Insulation In Buildings And Of 
Building Elements Part 5: Field Measurements Of Airborne Sound Insulation Of Facade 
Elements And Facades.  

 
The term “external sound insulation level” is used in this Plan primarily as a calculated value to 
demonstrate compliance with the stated minimum standard of acoustic isolation against sounds 
arising from outside the building. If field testing of built structures is employed to verify predictions, 
these tests shall be carried out using ISO 140-5:1998 Acoustics - Measurement Of Sound 
Insulation In Buildings And Of Building Elements Part 5: Field Measurements Of Airborne Sound 
Insulation Of Facade Elements And Facades.  
 
Extractive industries means any activity where open or surface excavation of rock or other 
material deposits including gravel, rock, soil, clay, sand or peat is undertaken and removed from 
the site. The removal of soil (including topsoil, sand and peat) from the site which is less than 
100m3 in volume within any 10 year period is not included within the definition of extractive 
industries. Refer to the definition of earthworks for more detail. 
 
Farming means land based activity, having as its primary purpose the commercial production of 
any livestock or vegetative matter, except as excluded below, and, unless the context otherwise 
requires, includes cultivation. For the purposes of this Plan, farming does not include the 
processing of farm produce beyond cutting, cleaning, grading, chilling, freezing, packaging and 
storage of produce grown on the land.  
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Farming and agricultural supplier means a business primarily engaged in selling goods for 
consumption or use in the business operations of primary producers or in animal husbandry.  
 
Farm Tracks include any ways, formations or access tracks located on private land, the use of 
which is restricted to the owner of the land, or such other persons who may be authorised by the 
owner to use them and which are suitable for conventional or special purpose vehicles. [Farm 
tracks shall be restricted to those activities defined as Farming. 
 
Fault Avoidance Area (FAA) means a buffer area either side of a known active fault trace and 
are identified on the District Plan Maps. 
 
Fault complexity means the width and distribution of the deformed land around the fault trace. 
The fault complexity categories are well-defined, well-defined extension, distributed, uncertain-
poorly constrained, and uncertain-constrained. 
 
Financial contribution means the same as in section 108(9) of the Resource Management Act 
1991.  
 
Fixed plant means any swimming pool pump, heat pump, ventilation fan, air extract or exhaust 
unit or stationary motor. 
 
Flood Hazard categories means the areas based on the 1 in 100-yr extent shown on the District 
Plan Maps. The flood hazard categories are river corridor, stream corridor, flood storage, flood 
erosion, fill control, over flow path, residual overflow path, ponding and residual ponding.  The 
purpose of the flood hazard categories is to describe the varying hazard risk across the floodplain. 
The flood hazard categories have determined by taking the following into account: 

1. The depth and speed of flood waters; 
2. The threat to life; 
3. The difficulty and danger of evacuating people and their property; and 
4. The potential for damage to property and social disruption. 

 
There are two types of flood risk identified in the Natural Hazard Maps: 
 

1. Direct Flood Risk 
The direct flood risk affects areas that are not protected from flooding by flood protection 
structures (such as stopbanks or floodwalls) built to the 1 in 100-yr flood event standard. A 
direct flood risk can also occur where existing structural protection, built to less than the 1 in 
100-yr standard, is vulnerable and likely to fail in a 1 in 100-yr flood event. 

 
2. Residual Flood Risk 
The residual flood risk is the additional or ‘left over’ risk due to possible breaching and 
overtopping of flood protection structures (such as stopbanks or flood works) built to the 1 in 
100-yr flood event standard. 

 
Flood storage area means the defined areas on the District Plan Maps within which ponding of 
flood waters is expected to occur in significant flood events and which are necessary for the 
management of the associated flood risk.  
 
Food and beverage outlet means land and buildings used for the sale of prepared food and / or 
beverages to the general public prepared for immediate consumption. It includes restaurants, 
taverns, cafes and takeaway restaurants, and excludes supermarkets. 
 
Formed vehicle access means hard surfaced, stable access from the formed road across the 
berm and or footpath to a property, this includes any vehicle crossing (cut down kerb) or other 
structures in the legal road. 
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Freight Hierarchy means the mapped and scheduled hierarchy for freight routes to and from 
working environments in the District. This hierarchy highlights the most suitable routes for new 
heavy traffic generating activities to use. 
 
Gable is the triangular section of a wall at the end of a pitched roof, occupying the space between 
the two slopes of the 
roof.

 
 
Garden and landscaping supplies means a business primarily engaged in selling goods for 
permanent exterior installation or planting and includes: landscaping suppliers; and suppliers of 
bark, compost, firewood, and paving and domestic paving aggregates.   
 
Gated community is a form of residential community or housing estate containing strictly-
controlled entrances for pedestrians, bicycles, and automobiles, and often characterised by a 
closed perimeter of walls and fences. 
 
General residential areas means land in the Residential Zone which is not subject to a specific 
precinct, area or other site or locality specific rule or standard.  
 
Greywater means wastewater generated from domestic activities, such as clothes washing 
machines, showers, bathtubs, and hand washing.  It excludes toilets, laundry sinks and kitchen 
wastewater.  
 
Greywater re-use system means a device that disperses greywater for outdoor irrigation 
purposes in a manner that does not endanger public health. 
 
Gross floor area is the sum of the gross area of all floors of all buildings on a site, measured 
from the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centre lines of walls separating two 
buildings. Gross floor area also includes covered yards and areas covered by a roof but not 
enclosed by walls. The gross floor area of a building shall not include:  

1. Uncovered stairways.  
2. Floor space in terraces (open or roofed), external balconies, breezeways or porches.  
3. Roof carparking, lift towers and machinery rooms on the roof having a floor area of not 

more than 200m².  
4. Car parking areas.  
5. Floor space of interior balconies and mezzanines not used by the public.  

 

GGaabbllee  
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Habitable building means a built structure used for activities normally associated with residential 
activities. 
 
Habitable room means a space within a building that is commonly associated with residential 
activities, teaching or hospital recovery, but excludes any bathroom, laundry, toilet, pantry, walk-in 
wardrobe, corridor, hallway, lobby, clothes-drying room, or other space of a specialised nature 
occupied neither frequently nor for extended periods of time. 
 
Hamlet  means a development of at least three but no more than twelve rural allotments or 
household units that provide residential building sites in the inter-dune hollows (being the area 
between dune formations) of the Rural Dunes zone where the allotments are grouped in a cluster  
 
Hapū means sub-tribe. 
 
Hard protection structure means the same as in New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 
2010. 
 
Hazardous activity means  an activity which poses a risk to people, the environment, or physical 
assets due to a physical or biological hazard (for example, earthworks, electromagnetic radiation 
or genetically modified organisms) but does not include the use, storage or otherwise handling of 
a hazardous substances..  
 
Hazardous facility means activities involving hazardous and environmentally damaging 
substances and sites at which these hazardous substances are used, stored, handled and 
disposed of.  In the context of chapter 9.2, hazardous substances do not include:  

1. The incidental use and storage of hazardous and environmentally damaging substances in 
minimal domestic scale quantities  

2. Hazardous activities. 
3. Pipelines used for the transfer of hazardous substances such as gas, oil and sewage 

active substances, which are covered by other legislation  
 

Hazardous substances include, unless expressly provided otherwise by regulation, any 
substances:- 

1. with one or more of the following intrinsic properties: 

a. explosiveness 
b. flammability 
c. a capacity to oxidise 
d. corrosiveness 
e. toxicity (including chronic toxicity) 
f. eco-toxicity, with or without bioaccumulation 

2. which on contact with air or water (other than air or water where the temperature or 
pressure has been artificially increased or decreased) generates a substance with any one 
or more of the properties specified in paragraph (a) of this definition.  

 

Heavy trade vehicle means a motor vehicle that: 
1. is of Vehicle Class MD3, MD4, ME, NB, NC, TC or TD (as defined by the New Zealand 

Transport Agency); or  
2. has a gross vehicle mass that exceeds 3500 kg  

 
Height in relation to any building means the lesser of either –  
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(a) the vertical distance between the topmost point of the building and the ground level 
immediately below that point; or 

 
(b) the vertical distance between the topmost point of the building and the lowest point of the 

building immediately below that point. 
 
In the measurement of height, the following shall be excluded: chimneys, ventilator shafts, water 
tanks, stairways or elevators, aerials, telecommunication antennas, steeples, turrets and such other 
finials and similar parts of the building that are only decorative fixtures, provided that the maximum 
dimension thereof parallel to any boundary of the site shall not exceed 3 metres.  
 

 
 
Height in relation to any object that is not a building or sign means the vertical distance between 
the topmost point of the object and a point at ground level immediately below. 
 
Height in relation to any sign means the measurement from the original ground level of where the 
sign is to be located to the topmost part of the sign immediately above that point, unless 
specifically stated otherwise in an activity standard pertaining to signage. 
 
Height envelope means an envelope extending at an angle into the site from a point above the 
actual ground level at the boundary (including restrictive covenant areas of cross lease 
properties). A building must fit within this envelope for all of the boundaries of the site. 
Notwithstanding the definition of “building”, for the purposes of measuring the height envelope the 
term building excludes residential chimneys, electricity transmission towers, masts, radio, 
television and telecommunication aerials. 
 
Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to and on the other side 
of the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a point 2.1 metres above a 
point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg.  
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Highly versatile soils means soils that have a land use class of 1-111 of the NZ Land Resources 
Inventory Land Use Capability, DSIR. These soils are considered to be capable of growing a wide 
range of crops suited to the particular climate.  
 

Historic heritage means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Historic heritage feature means any item listed in the schedule of historic heritage in chapter 10. 
 
Hoardings means the same as in the Kapiti Coast District Council Public Places Bylaw 2010.  
 
Home improvement retail means the sale of building materials and home improvement goods 
for domestic use, including for example; timber plumbing, paint, electrical, tiling, floor coverings 
and garden supplies. 
 
Home occupation means an occupation, business, trade, craft or profession performed entirely 
within a residential building by a member of the household unit residing permanently on the site, 
which occupation, business, trade, craft or profession is a secondary and lesser use of the site 
after the primary residential activities.  
 
Home occupation shall not include any activity involving any panel beating, spray painting, motor 
vehicle repairs, fibre glassing, heavy trade vehicles sheet metal work, wrecking of motor vehicles, 
bottle or scrap metal storage, rubbish collection service (except that empty, clean drums may be 
stored in a suitably screened area), wrought iron work or manufacture, motor body building, fish 
processing, breeding or boarding of dogs or cats, visitor accommodation or any process which 
involves continual use of power tools, drills or hammering or any other occupation, business, 
trade, craft or profession which could detract from the amenities of the adjoining landowner. 
 
Household includes every household unit whether of one or more persons. 
 
Household 2007 summer average water use means the amount of water used in the 2007 in 
summer months averaged between November and April per person and assuming a 3 person 
household. This means that the household 2007 summer average water use is 1560 litres per 
household per day. 
 
Household unit means a building, part of a building, or residence whether temporary or 
permanent, including a mobile home (e.g. caravan, motor home, house truck and camper) that is 
capable of, or is, being used as a self contained unit for a residential activity. For the purposes of 
this definition:  
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1. one household unit has one kitchen and at least one bathroom.  If two kitchens and more 
than one bathroom are present, there will be two household units; 

2. a household unit may consist of 1 primary residential building and any accessory buildings 
and  

3. a household unit does not include a minor flat. 
4. a building used for emergency or refuge accommodation shall be deemed to be one 

household unit so long as the above requirements are met 
 

Note: For further clarification refer to the definition of residential activity.  
 
Household Unit Equivalent or one “HUE” means: 

1. Residential activities: One household unit except for one-bedroom units, including 1 
bedroom minor flats, which is ½ a HUE; or 

2. Non-residential development (retail, commercial, industrial, service, community land uses): 
500m² of building gross floor area (GFA). 

For the avoidance of doubt, a 2 bedroom or greater minor flat or papakainga unit will be 1 HUE. 
 
Hurley Road intersection means the new signalised intersection proposed on the Kāpiti Road 
frontage of the Airport as shown on the Roading Layout Plan. 
 
Hydraulic Neutrality means a nil increase in the peak stormwater runoff discharged from new 
subdivision, new buildings and/or new land use activities undertaken on the site. 
 
Identified Growth Areas means the areas shown on the District Plan Maps as Ngarara Zone, 
Waikanae North Development Zone, and Future Urban Development Zone. 
 
Ihakara Street east means the proposed extension of Ihakara Street so as to connect the 
Western Link Road to Rimu Road. 
 
Ihakara Street west means the proposed section of road from the Western Link Road to the 
Hurley Road / Kāpiti Road Intersection as shown on the Roading Layout Plan. 
 
Industrial activity includes any activity where people use materials and physical effort to:  

1. Extract or convert natural resources.  
2. Produce goods or energy from natural or converted resources.  
3. Repair goods.  
4. Store goods (ensuing from an industrial process).  

 
Industrial Zone is the part of the District shown as such on the District Plan Maps.  
 
Infill means subdivision or development of lot less than 3,000m² in area. 
 
Infrastructure has the same meaning as the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
In-stream hydro generation means the generation of electricity using the natural run of the river, 
in which the water diversion is less than 1.5m3/second and which allows fish, water and materials 
to bypass the hydro generation intake and continue down the original in-stream path. 
 
Intensive farming (activities) means the confinement of pigs, poultry, cattle, sheep, ferrets and 
other animals in yards, pens, feed lots, bars or similar enclosures or buildings for periods in 
excess of 48 hours in any week and being sustained on supplementary feed while so confined. 
Intensive farming includes intensive pig farming. 
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Important degraded environments and habitats means the same as priority areas for 
restoration 
 
Iwi means tribe. 
 
Iwi Authority means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Fixed plant means any swimming pool pump, heat pump, ventilation fan, air extract or exhaust 
unit or stationary motor. 
 
Kaimoana means food from the sea. 
 
Kaitiaki means a person or agent who cares for taonga; may be spiritual or physical. Guardian, 
steward, but the meaning of kaitiaki in practical application may vary between different hapū and 
iwi. 
 
Kaitiakitanga means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Kawanatanga means governorship, government.  
 
Kerb crossing means the length of the kerb-line along the edge of the carriageway, which is 
depressed or bridged to allow vehicles to proceed to or from the driveway. 
 
Key indigenous tree species means significant locally indigenous vegetation as identified in 
schedule 3.4.2. 
 
Kitchen means a room or part of a room capable of use for food preparation and contains a 
cooking appliance and a sink unit.  
Note: for clarity, rooms solely used for toilets, bathrooms and laundries, do not constitute a 
kitchen. 
 
Kohanga reo means Māori language preschool. 
 
LAE means the “Sound Exposure Level” and shall have the same meaning as described with 
Section 3 of NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise.  
 
Land disturbance means the disturbance and damage of land by any means including 
earthworks; blading, trenching, side-cutting, surface excavation, explosives, overburden and spoil 
disposal, reclamation, drainage, ground levelling, works associated with the construction or 
removal of buildings, earth dams, permanent inundation and the construction, maintenance, 
realignment or widening of roads or tracks. Land disturbance includes: 

(a) Any new fencing, tree planting or tree removal. 
(b) Repair of any place or area of significance to Māori and any historic site. 
(c) Maintenance work that does not comply with the standards outlined above. 

 
Landscaping means live planting of trees, shrubs and ground cover for amenity purposes and 
may include provision of physical features such as paving, walls, art and seating. 
 
Land Use Capability means in relation to soils a rating system which Rates land on scale from I 
–VIII where Arable land is rated I – IV. Class I is the most versatile multiple-use land with virtually 
no limitations to arable use (deep, well drained, fine textured, naturally fertile and flood free). 
Class II is very good land with slight limitations to arable use. Slight limitations include texture, 
structure, potential erosion, potential flooding). 
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Langdale Intersection means the new signalised intersection proposed on the Kāpiti Road 
frontage of the Airport located opposite Langdale Avenue. 
 
Large Format Retail means an activity of at least 500m² in gross floor area, and within the Airport 
Zone Airport Mixed Use Precinct it is restricted to the following activities defined by Australian and 
New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC): 

(a) Fabrics and other Soft Good Retailing  
(b) Furniture Retailing  
(c) Domestic Hardware and Houseware Retailing 
(d) Domestic Appliance Retailing 

 
Legal Road see definition of Road. 
 
Line means the same as in section 2(1A) of the Telecommunications Act 1987 and Section 2 of 
the Electricity Act 1992. 
 
Liquefaction means the process by which water saturated sediment temporarily loses strength 
because of strong shaking caused by seismic activity. 
 
Limited Access Road (LAR) means any road or part of a road which has been declared a 
“limited access road” under the Government Roading Powers Act 1989.  
 
Living Zones means the part of the district comprising the Residential Zone, Beach Residential 
Zone, Ngarara Zone and Waikanae North Development Zone and shown as such on the District 
Plan Maps. 
 
Loading in relation to a vehicle includes the fuelling and loading of it, and the adjustment or 
covering or tying of its load, and the loading, unloading or adjustment of any part of its load and 
“load”, in relation to a vehicle, has a corresponding meaning. 
 
Locally indigenous vegetation means vegetation that is located within the ecological domain in 
which it naturally occurs. This includes vegetation which has been planted or has established 
naturally, including plants spread by birds. A subset of locally indigenous vegetation is key 
indigenous tree species which are identified in schedule 3.4.2. 
In the Kāpiti Coast, the four ecological domains are: 

1. Salt zone 
2. Dunelands 
3. Lowland alluvial terraces 
4. Lowland hills 

 
Local Centre and Local Centre Zone means the Local Centre Zone as identified in the District 
Plan Maps. 
 
Local convenience retail outlet means a small scale shop or dairy providing day-to-day 
convenience retail products to serve a local neighbourhood.  Local convenience retail outlets do 
not include supermarkets, large-format retail activities, clothing outlets, trade or wholesale 
centres, yard based retail, restaurants, pubs, cafes, commercial offices, home occupations, or 
service stations. 
 
Lookout points means publicly accessible viewing points including trig points and selected rest 
areas identified on the District Plan Maps.  
 
Lot shall have the same meaning as “allotment” in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
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Mātaitai shall have the same meaning as “maataitai” and “mahinga mātaitai” in the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 
 
Main airport terminal building means the principal building in the Airport Core used for the 
handling of baggage and freight and the embarkation and disembarkation of passengers and 
aircrew, and for ancillary retail, office and eating facilities. 
 
Major Community Connector Routes – see Transport Hierarchy. 
 
Major traffic activities means any activity which generates or attracts more than 90 vehicle 
movements per day in the Centres Zones or Industrial Zone, or more than 30 vehicle movements 
per day in any other zone.  
 
Manaakitanga means the practice of caring for others. 
 
Mana means prestige, power, authority. 
 
Mana atua means authority derived from the gods. 
 
Mana whenua means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Management of contaminated land means the various methods and / or procedures used to 
control access and limit the exposure of people, environmental receptors or physical assets to a 
hazardous substance.  
 
Management Plan means, for the purpose of a temporary events or activities, a plan that shall set 
out the following:  

1. The name and address of the Event Organiser;  
2. The location of the event;  
3. The location, size and detail of signs (may require written approval from Council’s Roading 

Engineer or NZTA);  
4. The plan is to identify all potential noise sources and the means by which noise LEVELS 

will be controlled to reasonable levels.  
5. Shall identify affected residential buildings or noise sensitive activities located in the area 

and indicate a description of the method(s) for informing occupants of these buildings at 
least 10 working days prior to the event that noise will be experienced at levels in excess 
of the normally applying District Plan noise limits.  

6. The plan shall describe the proposed procedures for responding promptly to any noise 
complaints received including describing a method for recording the complaint, together 
with a description of the action taken to avoid or mitigate the nuisance. 

 
Mast includes any pole, tower or similar structure which is fixed to the ground specifically 
designed to carry antenna to facilitate the transmission of telecommunication and radio 
communication signals. 
 
Mauri means life principle present in all things. 
 
Medium Density Housing refers to any housing type (detached, semi-detached, or terraced) 
falling within a gross average density range of 350m² – 250m² per unit with a minimum site area 
of 200m² and capable of containing an 8m diameter circle, involving four or more units. It does not 
include conventional ‘infill’ where a household unit is placed on a single lot with an existing 
household unit. 
 
Minimum Floor Level (MFL) means the minimum floor level specified for habitable buildings 
within flood prone areas. 
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Minor Flat means a building used for small scale self contained residential activities which are 
ancillary to an existing household unit. In order to be self contained a minor flat must contain a 
kitchen and bathroom.  A minor flat has a gross floor area which is no greater than 54m2

 

(excluding decks and covered outdoor living areas).  
 
Minor upgrading means an increase in the carrying capacity, efficiency or security of electricity 
and telecommunication lines, which utilise the existing or replacement support structures, and 
includes: 

1. The re-conductoring of the line with higher capacity conductors; 
2. The re-sagging of conductors; 
3. The addition of longer and more efficient insulators; 
4. A support structure placement within a similar location as the support structure that is to 

be replaces; 
5. The addition of earthwire, which may contain telecommunication lines, earthpeaks and 

lightning rods;  
6. The addition of electrical or telecommunication fittings; 
7. Tower replacement in the same location or within the existing alignment of the 

transmission line corridor; 
8. The replacement of existing cross arms, including with cross arms of an alternative design 

of a similar scale; or 
9. An increase in tower height to achieve compliance with the clearance distances specified 

in NZECP34:2001; 
10. The addition of overhead lines to provide individual service connects to a site (including 

any connection to a building within that site) from an existing overhead network, provided 
no more than one new support structure is required. 

 
Minor upgrading shall not include: 

1. Increasing the carrying capacity of existing structures; 
2. Any increase in the voltage of the line unless the line was originally constructed to operate 

at the higher voltage but has been operating at a reduced voltage; 
3. Any increase in any individual wire, cable, or other similar conductor to a diameter that 

exceeds 30mm;  
4. The bundling together of any wire, cable, or other similar conductor so that the bundle 

exceeds 30mm in diameter; or 
5. The addition of any new circuits, lines or utility structures. 

 
Note: The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission 
Activities) Regulations 2009 applies to the existing national electricity grid, and applies to all 
transmission lines that were operational, or able to be operated, on 14 January 2010. 
 
Minor work means the minor repair of buildings. Minor repair means the repair of materials by 
patching, piecing-in, splicing and consolidating existing materials and includes minor replacement 
of minor components such as individual bricks, cut-stone, timber sections, tiles and slates where 
these have been damaged beyond reasonable repair or are missing. The replacement should be 
of the original or similar material, colour, texture, form and design as the original it replaces and 
the number of components replaced should be substantially less than existing.  For historic 
heritage, minor work also includes the maintenance and repair of a historic place (building or 
structure) through the restoration to good or sound condition of any existing building (or any part 
of an existing building) for the purpose of the protective care of a place. 
 
Modification of vegetation means disturbance, removal, damage or destruction of the vegetation 
and the following activities within the vegetation drip line: 
(a) work that involves compaction, sealing or removal of soil; 
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(b) drilling or excavation; and  
(c) discharge of toxic substances. 
but excludes trimming. 
 
National Grid means the same as in the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity 
Generation 2011. 
 
Natural and Physical Resources means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Natural character means the degree of naturalness of land and vegetation. Areas of “high natural 
character” in the coastal environment are mapped in the District Plan Maps. The degree or level 
of natural character within an area depends on:  
(1)  the extent to which natural elements, patterns and processes occur  
(2)  the nature and extent of modifications to the ecosystems and landscape/seascape. The 

highest degree of natural character (greatest naturalness) occurs where there is least 
modification. The effects of different types of modification upon the natural character of an 
area vary with the context. 

 
Natural hazard means any natural process that can adversely affect human life, property or 
valued aspects of the natural environment including: earthquake, tsunami, erosion, volcanic and 
geothermal activity, landslip, subsidence, sedimentation, wind, drought, fire or flooding.   
 
Network Utility Operator means the same as in section 166 of the Resource Management Act 
1991. 
 
Network Utility means any service provided by a network utility operator as defined under 
Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991 and includes:   

1. distribution or transmission by pipeline of natural or manufactured gas, petroleum, biofuel 
or geothermal energy; 

2. telecommunication as defined in section 5 of the Telecommunications Act 2001; or radio 
communications as defined in section 2(1) of the Radio Communications Act 1989; 

3. the provision, operation and maintenance of works for the conveyance of electricity, as 
defined in section 2 of the Electricity Act 1992;  

4. the distribution of water for supply including irrigation;  
5. sewerage or drainage system, including pumping stations and open drains;  
6. construction, operation and maintenance of railway lines and roads;  
7. Construction and operation of roads and railway lines; 
8. The operation of an airport as defined by the Airport Authorities Act 1966;  
9. The provision of any approach control service within the meaning of the Civil Aviation Act 

1990; or 
10. undertaking a project or work described as a “network utility operation” by regulations 

made under the Resource Management Act 1991;  
 
 
and includes  

1. light houses, navigation aids, beacons, signal and trig stations and natural hazard 
emergency warning devices; 

2. meteorological services; and  
3. all associated buildings and structures.  

 
Noa means free from tapu or any other restriction. 
 
Noise Emission Level means noise measured and assessed in accordance with NZS6801:2008 
Acoustics-Measurement of Environmental Sound, and NZS6802:2008 Acoustics-Environmental 
Noise.  
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Noise event means a noise event is a cumulative maximum period of up to seven hours on any 
day, during which time the noise generated by a temporary event exceeds the normally applying 
District Plan noise limits. 
 
Noise sensitive activities means: 

1. Buildings used for residential activities including:  
(i) Boarding establishments  
(ii) Homes for elderly persons  
(iii) Retirement villages  
(iv) In-house aged-care facilities, and  
(v) Buildings used as temporary accommodation in residentially zoned areas, 
including hotels, motels, and camping grounds;  

2. Marae buildings;  
3. Spaces within buildings used for overnight patient medical care; and  
4. Teaching areas and sleeping rooms in buildings used as educational facilities including 

tertiary institutions and schools, and premises licensed under the Education (Early 
Childhood Services) Regulations 2008 and playgrounds which are part of such facilities 
and located within 20 m of buildings used for teaching purposes.  

 
Noise Sensitive Activities do not include:  

1. Residential accommodation in buildings which predominantly have other uses such as 
commercial or industrial premises;  

2. Garages and ancillary buildings; and  
3. Premises and facilities which are not yet built, other than premises and facilities for which 

a building consent has been obtained which has not yet lapsed.  
 
Non-contributory buildings are buildings that are within the setting of historic buildings or within 
historic areas that have been assessed to have minimal heritage value or are intrusive. Generally, 
non-contributory buildings do not make a positive contribution towards the historic place or historic 
area. Non-contributory buildings are also known as non-heritage buildings. 
 
Non-complying activity means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991.  
 
Non-industrial activities means activities which do not fall within the meaning of an industrial 
activity as defined in this Plan. 
 
Non-potable uses means uses of water which do not require treatment to Ministry of Health 
drinking water standards. This includes outdoor uses and some indoor uses, where there is no 
risk of this source being ingested, such as toilet flushing. Non-potable water sources include 
untreated rainwater, greywater and bore water. 
 
Non-Residential Activities means any activity on any site or in any building in the Living 
Environment other than a residential activity which is not otherwise defined in this Plan. For the 
avoidance of doubt, non-residential activities do not include community facilities, retail, 
commercial, service or industrial activities. 
 
Non-Residential Building means a building used for the purpose of non-residential activities. 
 
Notable tree(s) means any tree listed as a notable tree in the Schedule of Historic Heritage and 
includes the area within the dripline.  For a group of trees it includes the land between the trees 
not within the dripline.  
 
Notional Boundary means a line 20 metres from the side of a residential building, or the legal 
boundary where this line is closer to the residential building. 
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Nuisance (effects) means any types of pollution, or contaminants which are not subject to a 
discharge consent and which are temporary or intermittent in nature including but not limited to: 

1. Dust 

2. Offensive or objectionable odour 

3. Spray residues 

4. Light 

5. Noise 

6. Contaminated fluids 

7. Thermal Pollution (extreme heat) 
 
Obstacle limitation surfaces means an airspace designation which limits the height of buildings 
and vegetation in order to retain a safe operation area for flights associated with the Kāpiti Coast 
Airport 
 
Offensive Odour means an odour which can be detected and defined as intrusive by the 
olfactory systems of a panel of four healthy observers, including two Council officers and two 
independent persons. 
 
Offensive Trades includes any trade, business or manufacturer undertaking the following:  

1. Blood or offal treating.  
2. Bone boiling or crushing.  
3. Dag crushing.  
4. Fellmongering.  
5. Fish cleaning and curing.  
6. Flax pulping.  
7. Flock manufacturing or teasing of textile materials for any purpose.  
8. Gut scraping and treating.  
9. Solid waste disposal.  
10. Storage, drying or preserving of bones, hides, hoofs or skins.  
11. Tallow melting.  
12. Tanning.  
13. Wood pulping.  
14. Wool scouring.  
 

Office means an activity including associated buildings or part of a building where people are 
engaged in the administration of an organisation whether trading or non trading, and includes but 
is not restricted to professional offices and professional services where otherwise not defined as 
retailing.  An office may be ancillary to another activity. 
 
Office furniture, equipment and systems suppliers means a business primarily engaged in 
selling goods for office-type use or consumption, and includes suppliers of computers, copiers, 
printers, office furniture and other related equipment.   
 
Open space means any area of outdoor open space and includes public and private parks, 
sportsgrounds, waterways, gardens, scenic reserves, conservation areas, playgrounds, 
cemeteries and utility and other reserves.  In general, open spaces are recognised as areas in 
which people can move through without fear of challenge, though there may be a level of 
restriction on what they can do in those areas.  For the purposes of this definition, Open space 
does not include outdoor living courts.  
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Original ground level means the level, measured above sea level of land on any site prior to 
modification by earthworks in relation to activity proposed the original ground level shall be 
identified on plans as part of any application for building consent or resource consent in relation to 
height encroachments or earthworks to enable building height and depth of earthworks to be 
determined. 
 
Outdoor (extensive) pig farming means pig farming where all stock is in paddocks with 
groundcover maintained and only relocatable shelters are used. 
 
Outdoor living court means an outdoor area (whether covered in grass or not) used for private 
recreation and living space to provide a high level of amenity for residents. An outdoor living court 
may be covered but may not be enclosed (as this would be defined as a building).  An outdoor 
living court does not include vehicle parking area, driveways, service and delivery areas, rubbish 
bin storage, sites for rainwater tanks, effluent drainage areas and other utility areas or group 
residential building communal open space. 
 
Outdoor storage means any area of land used for storing goods, machinery, vehicles and other 
equipment outside of a building for a period longer than 1 month 
 
Outer control boundary means the boundary shown as such on the District Plan Maps and 
which encompasses land that is subject to planning controls for noise sensitive activities. The 
Outer Control Boundary is derived from the predicted future noise contours of 58 dBA Ldn for 
general aircraft operations and 53 dBA Ldn for helicopter operations. 
 
Outstanding Natural features and /or outstanding natural landscapes means areas of land 
which have been identified in the District Plan Maps as having outstanding natural values. A 
schedule of outstanding natural landscapes which describes the reasons for listing these sites is 
included in chapter 3. 
 
Papakainga housing means communal housing, which occurs on Māori land, often based 
around a marae and consisting of members of an extended family. 
 
Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre means the District Centre Zone and the Outer Business 
Centre Zone as identified in the District Plan Maps. 
 
Partial demolition means to demolish a substantial part of any building or structure. Partial 
demolition includes façade retention which normally involves the demolition of the rear or a 
substantial part of a building or structure and the retention of the front or main façade and the 
construction of a new building or structure behind the preserved façade.  
 
Permitted activity means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Places of recreation signs mean any sign pertaining to a site located within any Open Space 
Zone or the Private Recreation and Leisure Zone as defined on the District Plan Maps, or a site 
where a public swimming pool or public sports facility is located in any zone. 
 
Places or areas of significance to Māori means places and areas of significance to Māori, 
including iwi, hapū and whanau, including any waahi tapu or waahi tapu area registered under the 
Historic Places Act 1993. It may include any archaeological site of significance to Māori.  
 
Plantation forestry means land planted and managed for commercial wood production, the 
preparation of land for planting and the extraction of timber, but does not include the milling or 
processing of timber. For the avoidance of doubt this definition includes land already planted.  
Plantation forestry includes exotic, or intensively managed, planted indigenous species. 
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Plantation reserve means an area of land to be covered in trees and other landscaping as a 
means of providing mitigation between potentially conflicting land use activities, or as a method to 
improve terrestrial and/or aquatic ecological values.  Plantation reserves may also include 
ancillary passive recreation facilities, such as footpaths, boardwalks, lighting, benches and other 
street furniture. 
 
Plot Ratio means the relationship derived from dividing the total gross floor area (“GFA”) by the 
total site area (“SA”); expressed rationally as (GFA : SA). 
 

 
Pole means the same as in the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 
Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009. 
 
Poster means the same as signs. 
 
Potable public water supply means potable public water supply and refers to the treated public 
reticulated water supply provided by Council. This supply is treated to meet Ministry of Health 
Drinking Water standards. 
 
Potable Water has the following meanings according to usage: 

o For community drinking water supplies (water supplies for 25 people or greater) it means 
water suitable for human consumption and which complies with the Drinking Water 
Standards for New Zealand 1995.  

o For other drinking water supplies (i.e. water supplies for less than 25 people) it means 
water suitable for human consumption and which complies with the maximum acceptable 
values listed in the Drinking Water Standards for New Zealand 2005 (Revised 2008).  

 
Potentially contaminated land means land that by virtue of its historical use and the types of 
activities previously undertaken upon it may be contaminated land.  It includes land uses identified 
in the Ministry for the Environment’s hazardous activities and industries list (HAIL) or land that is 
classified on the Wellington Regional Council’s Selected Land Use Register (SLUR) as having a 
verified or unverified history on the HAIL. 
 
Poultry includes fowls, ducks, geese, turkeys, parrots, canaries and pigeons. 
 

Plot Ratio = 
 

+ aarreeaa  aarreeaa  
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Precinct A means the part of the District Centre Zone located within District Centre Structure 
Plan, (Appendix 6.7) comprising Precinct A1 and Precinct A2 shown on the District Plan Maps. 
 
Precinct B means the part of the District Centre and Open Space zones located within District 
Centre Structure Plan, (Appendix 6.7) comprising Precinct B shown on the District Plan Maps. 
 
Precinct C means the part of the District Centre Zone located within District Centre Structure 
Plan, (Appendix 6.7) comprising Precinct C shown on the District Plan Maps. 
 
Productive Potential of land means the suitability of the land to carry out agricultural and 
horticultural activities. 
 
Primary Production activities means the same as farming with the addition of plantation forestry 
and extractive industries. Primary production extracts or harvests products from the earth 
including raw materials and basic foods. Primary production activities include agriculture (both 
subsistence and commercial), mining, forestry, farming, grazing, hunting and gathering, fishing, 
and quarrying. 
 

Primary residential building means a building or residence whether temporary or permanent, 
including a mobile home (e.g. caravan, motor home, house truck and camper) that is capable of, 
or is, being used for the purposes of residential activities, and is the primary or largest habitable 
building on any site.  Note: For further clarification refer to the definitions of household unit and 
residential activity. 

Priority areas for restoration means mapped areas which link ecological sites and other 
sensitive natural features and areas. These areas are located within the coastal environment and 
restoration of these areas would enhance the biodiversity and restore degraded environments in 
the coastal environment. 
 
Prohibited activity shall have the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Public footpaths means any road or any part of a road which is constructed for the use of 
pedestrians. 
 
Rāhui means temporary prohibition; a set of restrictions or controls; a conservation measure. 
 
Rare and threatened species means nationally and regionally rare and threatened indigenous 
vegetation identified in schedule 3.4.3 and habitats of indigenous rare and threatened species. 
 
Recessive in relation to colours and materials means that the colour or material is earth toned 
and not visually prominent (with a reflective value of 60% or less) when viewed from a distance. For 
paint this includes colours on the British Paint Standard 5252 A01 to C40 inclusive. Unpainted natural 
materials such as wood and stone are also included. 
 
Recreation activity means premises providing active recreation pursuits and includes sports 
ground, stadium, gymnasium or hall. 
 
Registered drinking-water supply has the same meaning as in the Resource Management 
(National Environmental Standards for Sources of Human Drinking Water) Regulations 2007 
 
Regionally significant infrastructure includes: 

1. pipelines for the distribution or transmission of natural or manufactured gas or petroleum; 
2. strategic telecommunications facilities, as defined in section 5 of the Telecommunications 

Act 2001; 
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3. strategic radio communications facilities, as defined in section 2(1) of the Radio 
Communications Act 1989; 

4. the national grid, as defined by the Electricity Governance Rules 2003; 
5. facilities for the generation and transmission of electricity where it is supplied to the 

network, as defined by the Electricity Governance Rules 2003; 
6. the local authority water supply network and water treatment plants; 
7. the local authority wastewater and stormwater networks, systems and wastewater 

treatment plants; 
8. the Strategic Transport Network, as defined in the Wellington Regional Land Transport 

Strategy 2010-2040; and 
9. the Paraparaumu Aerodrome. 

 
Relocatable area means that area between the Coastal Yard and the line parallel to and 30 
metres eastward of the Coastal Yard and extending from the intersection of Wharemauku Road 
and Marine Parade at Paraparaumu Beach to the southern boundary of the District, more 
particularly delineated on Paraparaumu Urban Zone Maps 11, 16, 21 and 26 and Paekākāriki 
Urban Zone Maps 1-3 and shown as “30m Relocatable Area”.  
 
Relocatable building means any building, generally of timber framing, but excludes any 
structures that have cast in situ concrete walls, concrete block walls, brick and stone walls 
(including brick veneer). It includes structures certified by a qualified structural engineer to be of a 
specific design which would enable at least the greater part of the building to be relocated if 
required. 
 
Relocation means to physically shift the location of a building within a property or to another 
property. Relocation may include raising a building or structure.  
 
Remediation of contaminated and potentially contaminated land means the process of 
removing, dispersing, destroying, or reducing the concentrations of hazardous substances to such 
low levels as to be considered acceptable for the intended land use  
 
Residential activity means the use of premises for any domestic or related residential purpose 
by persons living in the premises alone or in family or non-family groups, including emergency 
and refuge accommodation (whether any person is subject to care, supervision or not), but does 
not include work from home, hotels, motels, camping grounds, motor camps or other premises 
where residential accommodation for six or more travellers is offered at a daily tariff or similarly 
specified time. 
 
Residential building means a building, part of a building, or residence whether temporary or 
permanent, including a mobile home (e.g. caravan, motor home, house truck and camper) that is 
capable of, or is, being used as one household unit for the purposes of residential activities, and 
which includes kitchen and bathroom facilities. Note: For further clarification refer to the definitions 
of household unit and residential activity.  
 
Resource consent means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Retailing, retail outlets means the use of land or buildings where goods and services are offered 
or exposed to the general public for sale, hire or utilisation, and includes but is not limited to food 
and beverage outlets, trade suppliers, yard based activity and service stations.  
 
Retail floor space means the floor space used for retail purposes and excludes the floor space 
used for ancillary non-retail purposes (for example office space, storage, areas not accessible to 
the public etc). 
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Retirement accommodation means premises (including any land and associated buildings) 
within a complex of premises for occupation as residences predominantly by persons who are 
retired and any spouses or partners of such persons. 
 
Reverse Sensitivity means the effects of the existence of sensitive activities on other lawfully 
existing activities in their vicinity, particularly by leading to restraints in the carrying on of those 
other activities. 
 
Risk means a combination of the probability of a natural hazard and the consequences that would 
result from an event of a given magnitude. Commonly expressed by the formula: risk = hazard x 
vulnerability. 
 
River Corridor means the River Corridor Zone as identified in the District Plan Maps and the 
River Corridor flood hazard category as identified in the District Plan Maps. 
 
RMA means the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Road means the whole of any land which is within a district and which is laid out by the Council 
as a road or street, or which is vested in the Council as a road or street, or as otherwise defined 
by section 315 of the Local Government Act 1974 and includes footpaths, berms, bridges and 
culverts. 
 
Road boundary means the legal boundary between the site and the legal road. 
 
Road hierarchy means a mapped hierarchy of roads within the district. See transport network 
hierarchy (schedule 11.2). 
 
Roadside stall or shop means a building or part of a building where market garden or orchard 
produce grown on the property is displayed for sale. 
 
Rohe means a territory or boundary which defines that area within which a tangata whenua group 
claims traditional association and mana whenua. 
 
Runanga means iwi representative and administrative body. 
 
Rural residential development or lot  means a plot of land suitable for a residential building, for 
occupation by people who wish to live in the country and enjoy a rural environment, but do not 
wish to be involved with management responsibility for a substantial area of land and the 
development is not intended to be for primary productive activities. 
 
Seismic Hazard is ground shaking, liquefaction or fault rupture caused by the release of energy 
during an earthquake. 
 
Sensitive activities mean activities which are more sensitive to noise, dust, odour or visual effects 
of activities on adjacent land. This includes residential activities, education activities and medical 
facilities. 
 
Sensitive natural features and Sensitive natural areas means areas or sites which have been 
identified as having ecological, geological or landscape significance which require careful 
consideration of their values. This includes features and areas in the District Plan Maps and/or 
schedules as: 

1. ecological sites; 
2. geological features; 
3. outstanding natural features and landscapes; 
4. areas of high natural character; 
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5. significant amenity landscapes; 
6. rare and threatened vegetation species; 
7. key Indigenous tree species; 
8. notable trees. 

 
Service Station means a business engaged in fuelling motor vehicles, selling petroleum products 
(including diesel, oil, kerosene, liquid petroleum gas and natural gas) and other accessories 
normally associated with motor vehicles, and includes truck stops. In addition, a service station 
may include ancillary retail sales, washing of vehicles, mechanical repairs and servicing of motor 
vehicles provided that the repairs undertaken on the premises shall be confined to the mechanical 
repair of motor vehicles (other than heavy diesel fuel vehicles) and domestic garden equipment 
and shall exclude panel beating, spray painting and heavy engineering such as engine reboring 
and crankshaft grinding, and provided further that the area devoted to retail sales and associated 
activities does not exceed 150m² of gross floor area. 
 
Setting means the area of land associated with an item listed within the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage.  For a building or structure, setting is commonly up to 20 metres from the item or the 
adjacent lot (whichever is the lesser).  
 
Shared and group accommodation means residential activities where household units share 
facilities on the same site.  Shared facilities excludes sharing accessways, driveway, parking 
areas, letter boxes and other service areas are not considered to be sufficient sharing of facilities.  
This definition does not include visitor accommodation. 
 
Shelter belt means a plantation of vegetation made up of one or more rows and planted in such a 
manner as to provide shelter and protection from the wind on adjoining land. Shelter belts are 
typically planted around the edges of fields. Vegetation becomes a shelterbelt when it is more 
than 20 metres in length and which is capable of attaining a height of more than 6 metres above 
ground level.   
 
Shop means any activity which entails the use of a building or buildings for the direct sale of 
goods to the public. 
 
Sign means anything visible from a public place which is intended to attract the attention of 
passer-bys for the purpose of directing, identifying, informing or advertising. It includes any frame, 
board or other supporting structure, disseminating device and/or associated illumination of any 
sign. It includes flags or banners which do not contain any text and/or graphics but are positioned 
to attract the attention of passer-bys. The sign may be manufactured, painted, written, drawn, 
projected or disseminated, inflated or carved, in an aerial display, free-standing, or projecting from 
or attached to a building or other structure, vehicle or object. A sign may include advertising by 
sound so as to be discernible from a public place. 
 
Note: A sign that has more than 3 sides or surface areas shall be considered a three-dimensional 
sign. 
 
The above definition of sign does not include: 

1. The use of corporate colours painted on buildings as a means of identifying a premise, 
unless subject to a design guide or design standards; 

2. Signs that may be erected under the Resource Management Act and Regulations for the 
purpose of public notification; and 

3. Any text, symbols or graphics painted on or attached to any vehicle or trailer with a current 
registration and warrant of fitness, provided that it is not parked for the primary purpose of 
directing attention to any site, business premise, person, company, activity, political/topical 
issue or vehicle sale. 
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In determining the area of a sign, in accordance with the activity standards for signs in chapter 12 
of this Plan, the following shall apply:   

1. In relation to 2-sided/double sided or 3-sided signs; the area of the sign is the combined 
total surface area of all sides/surfaces of the sign. 

2. Flags and banners that have lettering on one side only (with the other side of the material 
being plain/blank) shall be regarded as a single-sided sign. 

3. Flags and banners that have lettering on both sides of the flag/banner or contain no text 
shall be regarded as a 2-sided/double sided sign. 

4. Where the lettering, symbols and/or graphics are to be located on a surface such as a 
building, wall, fence or similar, the sign area is calculated by measuring the rectangular 
area which encloses all letters, symbols and/or graphics that make up the sign. 

 
Significant amenity landscapes (SAL) means areas of land which have been identified on 
natural environment maps as having significant amenity values. These areas are highly visible 
landscapes but are not entirely natural with some structures and modifications present. A 
schedule of SAL which describes the reasons for listing these sites is included in chapter 3. 
 
Significant habitats of indigenous fauna means areas where rare and threatened native fauna 
are found or likely to be found.  
 
Significant indigenous vegetation means vegetation which achieves a suitable score when 
assessed by a suitably qualified ecologist against the following criteria:  

1. Representativeness; 
2. Rarity; 
3. Diversity; 
4. Distinctiveness; 
5. Ecological context of an area; 
6. Tangata whenua values and knowledge; and 
7. Sustainability and Resilience. 

 
Site means an area of land capable of being disposed of separately. 
 
Site coverage refer to definition of Coverage. 
 
Sleep out means an accessory building typically used for sleeping accommodation purposes 
which may include a bathroom but does not contain a kitchen. 
 
Small scale commercial services means a commercial service within the “Airport Mixed-Use 
Precinct” of the Airport Zone with a publicly accessible area not exceeding 150m² and limited to 
household, personal, finance, insurance, real estate, travel, repair, post, courier, health, veterinary 
and other such similar services. 
 
Small scale convenience retail means an activity within the “Airport Mixed Use Precinct” or the 
“Airport Core Precinct” of the Airport Zone for retailing, provided that the publicly accessible 
display and retail floor area for each small scale retail activity does not exceed 150m². Bars, cafes 
and restaurants are included in this definition provided the publicly accessible area for each 
individual such activity shall not exceed 200m². 
 
Soft engineering means works such as beach nourishment and dune rebuilding that use non-
structural materials (e.g. sand, gravel, native plants) to mimic natural coastal features that can act 
to mitigate the impacts from natural hazards.  
 
Space extensive retailing means retail activities in the ‘Ōtaki South Precinct’ which are limited to 
retailing of: 

1. building supplies and equipment,  
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2. garden supplies,  
3. vehicles including marine and agricultural,  
4. plumbing supplies and equipment,  
5. automotive supplies and parts,  
6. rural farm equipment and supplies (including animal health).  

 
Space Extensive Retailing does not include any of the following activities even when combined 
with “space extensive retailing” as identified above:  

1. any activity selling a range of general goods that does not form part of Space Extensive 
Retailing;  

2. any activity involving retailing of groceries, indoor furniture, fabric goods, giftware, art 
and/or electronics (e.g. electronics includes TVs, phones, stereos, cameras, computers 
and portable electronic devices);  

3. Department Stores; and  
4. any activity selling clothing (other than safety apparel). 

 
Specialised soils means soils suited to growing specific horticultural crops such as grapes or 
olives which require stony soils less suited to other horticultural crops (for example grapes or 
olives). 
 
State Highway means the same as in the Land Transport Management Act 2003. 
 
Storage of hazardous substance means the keeping of a hazardous substance or mixture of 
hazardous substances in a container, either above ground or underground.  
 
Strategic Arterial Routes – see transport network hierarchy and schedule 11.2. 
 
Structure plan means a framework to guide the development or redevelopment of a particular 
area by defining the future development and land use patterns, areas of open space, the layout 
and nature of infrastructure (including transportation links), and other key features for managing 
the effects of development. 

Structure plans comprise one or more maps, plans or diagrammatic representations of the 
proposed layout, features, character and links for areas being developed or redeveloped. The 
maps or plans do not define individual lot boundaries or the physical form of buildings and 
structures. The maps, plans or representations are supported by text explaining the background 
to the issues which initiated the structure plan and the management approaches to be used to 
deal with those issues.  

The process for determining what to include in the structure plan starts with an analysis of the 
site. Typically this commences with a site visit prior to consideration of structure plan design 
issues. A sieve mapping process is used to identify and display constraints and opportunities. 
This includes considering the:  

1. Landform and topography  
2. Geology (as relevant)  
3. Vegetation and Ecology  
4. Hydrology/natural drainage systems  
5. Historic heritage including waahi tapu and archaeological sites  
6. Solar access and shading  
7. Amenity values and special characteristics  
8. Connectivity opportunities  
9. Existing physical resources  
10. Existing infrastructure  
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This must include the site and the neighbouring properties. The assessment of existing physical 
and cultural features will largely determine the type, location and density of development.  

Features that are represented in, and managed through, a structure plan, include:  
1. the type and location of land uses that will be provided for, including development type, 

density and staging  
2. multi-modal transport links and connectivity, including cycleways, bridleways and 

walkways networks, and public transport routes  
3. the location, type, scale and staging of infrastructure required to service an area, including 

stormwater, water and sewerage  
4. landscape character and amenity  
5. natural hazards  
6. the provision of community facilities and reserves  
7. the protection of sites, features or values (cultural, ecological, historical or amenity related)  
8. areas of contamination and the rehabilitation standards required  
9. protection, safety and access requirements of existing Network Utility infrastructure. 

 
Subdivision (of land) and subdivide means the same as in the Resource Management Act 
1991, and includes boundary adjustments. 
 
Sunlight means direct light from the rays of the sun and does not include light reflected from 
objects or diffuse general daylight. Sunlight is the absence of shadow from buildings and 
vegetation when viewed in full sun (not cloudy conditions). The ability of an area to be capable of 
receiving sunlight can be shown through the use of shadow diagrams calibrated to the local 
azimuth (latitude and time of year specific path of the sun) angle. 
 
Supported living accommodation means accommodation where live-in health or pastoral 
care/support is provided on site, and includes boarding houses. This definition does not include 
tourist accommodation or family homes where foster parents receive payment for children in their 
care. (Note: these are covered by the definition of “residential activities”.)   
 
Surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources means an area of land 
(including land covered by water) surrounding a place, site or area of heritage significance which 
is essential for retaining and interpreting its heritage significance. It can apply either to land which 
is integral to the heritage significance of items or an area which includes buildings, sites, trees, 
and place/area of significance to Māori. The term surroundings is adopted to include curtilage and 
setting. 
 
Survey monuments include trig stations and beacons. 
 
Supermarket means an activity of more than 1,500m² gross floor area within a single building 
mainly engaged in retailing groceries or non-specific food lines, whether or not the selling is 
organised on a self-service basis. 
 
Tangata whenua in relation to a particular area, means the iwi or hapū that holds mana whenua 
over that area. 
 
Taonga means treasure, property. Taonga are prized and protected as sacred possessions of the 
tribe.  
 
Taonga raranga means plants which produce material highly prized for use in weaving (such as 
pingao or flax). 
 
Tapu means sacred, restricted. 
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Tauranga waka means canoe landing sites. 
 
Te Roto Drive Link means the proposed connection between Te Roto Drive and the Western 
Link Road. 
 
Temporary event means an event for general public admission which occurs for 3 consecutive 
days or less in duration (excluding time needed for set up and pack down) and occurs no more 
than once in any three month period. A temporary event includes structures and construction 
associated with the event, but excludes permanently licensed premises. 
 
Temporary Military Training means an activity which is of a temporary nature and is undertaken 
by the New Zealand Defence Force in order to train military personnel in keeping with the 
purposes of the Defence Act 1990. Access to an area used for such training purposes may be 
restricted for the duration of that exercise.  
 
Territorial Local Authority means a city council or a district council. 
 
Three dimensional sign means a type of sign and means the display of an image, model of a 
logo, or the thing being advertised in a form that is not a flat surface but is defined by its contours. 
A three dimensional sign has length, breadth and depth or appears to have length, breadth and 
depth. A three-dimensional sign also includes signs that have more than 3 sides or surface areas. 
 
Tikanga Māori means Māori customary values and practices. 
 
Tino rangatiratanga means chieftainship, chiefly authority, full authority. 
 
Tourist activity facilities and services includes recreational, conference facilities, restaurants, 
travellers’ accommodation, entertainment activities, museums, theatres, art galleries, cabarets, 
halls, buildings and land for or connected with indoor or outdoor recreations (excluding motor 
sports), workshops and storage for the assembly and restoration of items for display, picnic and 
playground facilities, including miniature railway and campervan/caravan facilities. 
 
Town Centre and Town Centre Zone means the Town Centre Zone as identified in the District 
Plan Maps. 
 
Trade / Wholesale means an activity within the Airport Mixed Use Precinct used primarily for the 
sale or resale of new or used goods to businesses or to institutional (including Government) 
users. Wholesaling, including the sale of building materials and home improvement goods, 
including plumbing, paint, electrical, tiling, floor coverings, and garden supplies. 
 
Transmission line means as defined in the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations, 2009. 
 
Transport assessments means a detailed consideration of the proposed effects of a 
development or activity on the transport network, including the proposed methods/incentives to 
avoid, mitigate or remedy any adverse effects. 
 
Transport network hierarchy see transport network hierarchy and schedule 11.2. 
 
Transport Network means all parts of the District used as a means of transport (eg. roads as 
well as the Cycling Walking Bridleway network). 
 
Transport Orientated Development means a mixed-use residential or commercial area 
designed to maximise access to public transport, and often incorporates features to encourage 
public transport ridership. A Transport Orientated Development in a neighbourhood typically has a 
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centre with a public transport station or stop, surrounded by relatively high-density development 
with progressively lower-density development spreading outward from the centre. Transport 
Orientated Development generally are located within a radius 400 to 800 m from a public 
transport station or stop. 
 
Travel Plan means a plan that includes: 

1. Details of employees/workers/suppliers/contractors/visitors travel methods to and from the 
subject site. 

2. Details of site accesses. 
3. Hours of operation including details of any peaks/busy periods. 
4. Methods/incentives to reduce impacts of travel (including provision of cycle parking). 
5. Details about methods of monitoring including any proposed resource consent conditions. 

  
Transport statements means the same as transport assessments. 
 
Trimming means: 

1. the removal of broken branches, deadwood or diseased vegetation; 
2. the removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree, that are 

interfering with or overhanging buildings, but only up to a maximum of one metre or the 
closest branch junction point beyond that distance from the external walls or roof of that 
building; or 

3. the removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree to 
maintain access along existing vehicle access ways. 

 
Uncertain–Constrained (fault complexity) means areas where the location of fault rupture is 
uncertain because evidence of the fault rupture has been either buried or eroded by natural 
processes but where the location of fault rupture can be defined as being with a  geographic 
extent (≤300m). 
 
Uncertain- Poorly Constrained (fault complexity) means the location of fault rupture 
deformation is uncertain and cannot be constrained to lie within a zone less than 300m wide, 
usually because evidence of deformation has been either buried or eroded away, or the features 
used to define the fault’s location are widely spaced and/or very broad in nature. 
 
Urban Environment in relation to trees means the same as in section 76(4B) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 
 
Urupā means (Māori) burial ground. 
 

Use, development and subdivision of contaminated or potentially contaminated land 
means the use, development (including redevelopment) and subdivision of contaminated and 
potentially contaminated land and excludes: 

 Any ongoing activities or occupation of the land of an existing use; 

 Subdivision which is not associated with a change in use or a disturbance of the ground; 

 Landscaping, fencing (but not retaining walls), and other minor actions where the activities 
involve a minimum level of soil disturbance; and 

 Internal and external additions and alterations to existing buildings that occur above 
ground level and do not disturb the ground 
 

Use of Hazardous Substance means the manufacturing, processing or handling of a hazardous 
substance or mixture of hazardous substances for a particular process or activity without 
necessarily changing the physical state or chemical structure of the substance involved. 
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Vehicle access means the same as formed vehicle access. 
 
Vehicle Movement means a movement of a vehicle between a road and any site, with the 
number of movements per day being calculated over a 24 hour period as follows:  

o 1 car moving to and from a site comprises two vehicle movements.  
o 1 truck moving to and from a site comprises six vehicle movements.  
o 1 truck and trailer moving to and from a site comprises ten vehicle movements.  

 
Vehicle Yard means is the storage or sale of vehicles from a property but does not include a 
carpark (see definition for carpark above) and shall include but not be limited to depots, truck 
stops, car sale yards and rental car lots.  
 
Visitor accommodation means residential accommodation for six or more travellers, offered at a 
daily (or similarly specified time) tariff.  
 
Vulnerability means the exposure or susceptibility of a development, building, business or 
community to the effects from a natural hazard event.  
 
Waahi Tapu means a site or an area which is sacred or spiritually meaningful to tangata whenua. 
Waahi tapu may be associated with creation stories of tangata whenua, a particular event (such 
as a battle or ceremony); it may be where the whenua (placenta) was returned to the earth, or 
where a certain type of valued resource was found.  
 
Waste (including Hazardous Waste) includes any contaminant, whether liquid, solid, gaseous or 
radioactive, which is discharged, emitted or deposited in the environment in such volume, 
constituency or manner as to cause an adverse effect on the environment and which includes all 
unwanted and economically unusable by-products at any given place and time and any other 
matter which may be discharged, accidentally or otherwise, to the environment. 
 
Wastewater means any water that has been adversely affected in quality by human activity and 
consists of liquid waste discharged by domestic residences, commercial properties, or industrial 
processes.  It does not include natural runoff and surface water. 
 
Water Body means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991, and Waterbodies shall 
have a corresponding meaning. 
 
Water saving devices means a range of water demand management tools which reduce reliance 
on public potable water supply and ensure that household water use from potable public supply 
does not exceed 1000 litres per day. 
 
Well-Defined and Well Defined Extension (fault complexity) means fault rupture deformation 
is well defined and of limited geographic width (e.g. metres to tens of metres wide), including 
areas where fault rupture deformation has been either buried or eroded over short distances but 
its position is tightly constrained by the presence of nearby distinct fault features. 
 
Western Link Road (Stages 1 and 3) means the sections of the proposed 16km road currently 
proposed to be between State Highway 1, at Poplar Avenue in the south, and at Peka Peka Road 
in the north. The current design of that road (which may change in future) could consist of the 
following stages: 

1. Stage 1: the central section of the road from Raumati Road in the south to Te Moana 
Road in the north; and 

2. Stage 3: the southern part of the Western Link Road which runs south from Raumati Road 
to a new intersection with State Highway 1. 
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Western Link Road (Stage 2) means the northern section of the proposed 16km road currently 
proposed to be between Te Moana Road and State Highway 1 at a point south of the Peka Peka 
Road intersection. 
 
Wetland means the same as in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
Whakapapa means genealogy. 
 
Whenua means land; placenta. 
 
Wholesaler means a business engaged in the storage and distribution of goods to businesses 
(including retail activities) and institutional customers. 
 
Wind energy facility means the land, building, substation, turbines, structures, earthworks, 
access tracks and roads associated with the generation of electricity by wind force and the 
operation of the wind energy facility. It does not include: 

1. Small scale turbines of less than 5kW 
2. Any transmission lines required to link the wind energy facility to the point of entry into the 

electricity network  
 
Wind monitoring mast means a mast and supporting sensors for the purpose of wind resource 
measurement. This includes guy wires and various meteorological instruments to be erected at 
varying heights, including: 

1. Anemometers to measure the average wind speed, wind gust speeds, turbulence intensity 
and wind shear; 

2. wind vanes to measure wind direction; and 
3. other meteorological instruments to measure temperature, air pressure, humidity and 

rainfall. 
A building consent may be required. 

 
Working Zones means the part of the district comprising the Centre Zones, Industrial Zone, Civic 
and Community Zone, Waikanae North Development Zone Precinct 6 – Mixed Use Zone and 
Airport Zone and are shown as such on the District Plan Maps. 
 
Yard means a part of a site which is required by this Plan to be unoccupied and unobstructed by 
buildings from the ground upwards, except as otherwise provided by this Plan.  
 

1. Coastal Yard means a yard between the seaward title boundary or the toe of the foredune, 
seaward edge of the vegetation line or foreshore protection works where these are within 
the title and a line parallel extending across the full width of the site.  

2. Front Yard means a yard between the street line and a line parallel and extending across 
the full width of the site.  

3. Rear Yard means a yard between the rear boundary of the site and a line extending 
parallel thereto extending across the full width of the site.  

4. Side Yard means a yard between a side boundary of the site and a line parallel, extending:  
I. From the front yard to the rear yard.  

II. If there is no front yard, from the front boundary of the site to the rear yard.  
III. If there is no rear yard, from the front yard or boundary as the case may be to the 

rear boundary of the site.  
 
Yard based retail means any retail activity with the primary function of the supply of goods, for 
sale or hire, from a yard area and includes building supplies (DIY or Trade), garden and 
landscaping supplies, automotive and marine yards, farming and agricultural supplies and heavy 
machinery or plant. More than 50% of the area devoted to sales or display must be located in 
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covered or uncovered external yard as distinct from within a secure and weatherproofed building 
where trade, business and general public customers are able to view items for sale and load, pick 
up or retrieve the goods, but does not include site access and parking. 
 
 
Zone means an area for which rules and standards set out in the Plan apply across the stated 
zone. The District Plan Maps show the extent of the zones. A zone comprises geographic parts of 
the district which are of similar character and are indicative of the activities that occur within that 
part of the district. 
 
85 percentile speed means the speed found by surveying the speeds of passing vehicles and 
establishing the speed value of which 85% of the traffic travels at an equal or slower speed. 
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CROSS BOUNDARY ISSUES 
 
The Resource Management Act 1991 allows the Plan to state the process to be used to deal with 
issues which cross territorial boundaries (Section 75(2)(f)).  
 
The district has boundaries with Horowhenua, Masterton, Carterton and South Wairarapa District 
Councils, Upper Hutt and Porirua City Councils and the Wellington Regional Council with respect to 
the seaward side of mean high water springs. 
 
Other than the coast, shared environmental boundaries include those between land and fresh water 
and between land and air.  
 
Cross-boundary issues refer to situations in which activities take place on or near a territorial 
boundary (for example, a rural subdivision) or where the effects of an activity are largely in the 
territory of an adjacent authority (for example, the effects resulting from traffic generation, noise or 
stormwater run-off in an adjoining authority). Particular cross-boundary issues are likely to include:  
 

o Land use activities and development strategies which may give rise to adverse 
environmental effects in a neighbouring jurisdiction. 

 
o Roading and transportation matters (e.g. traffic generation) which start in one jurisdiction 

and cross over into other jurisdictions. 
 

o Resource consent matters primarily the concern of the Regional Council which may concern 
sites in two or more territorial authority districts. 

 
o Monitoring of resource consents including ecological connections, both between districts 

and between the Regional Council and the Council. 
 

o Specific Regional Council issues such as air emissions and activities that occur on the 
seaward side of the line of mean high water springs 

 
o noise 

 
o water quality from run-off and stormwater discharge 

 
o natural hazards 

 
o hazardous substances and contaminated sites 

 
o economic vitality of centres 

 
In considering these issues, Council will be guided by the contents of the Regional Policy 
Statement and any Regional Plan and the objectives and policies of this Plan. 
 
Council will consider proposed changes to District and Regional Plans arising in the district of any 
adjacent local authority which affect the Kāpiti Coast.  In appropriate cases, submissions will be 
prepared and lodged with that local authority in relation to such changes. 
 
Where Council receives an application for a land use consent which is to be notified and the 
activity may give rise to adverse environmental effects in a neighbouring jurisdiction, affected 
landowners in that jurisdiction and the appropriate local authority will be notified. 
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Council will, where appropriate, participate in joint hearings with other territorial authorities as is 
provided for by Section 102 of the Act. 
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MONITORING 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Under section 35 of the Resource Management Act 1991 the Council is required to gather 
information, monitor and maintain records on resource management matters. 
 
Monitoring and review of the District Plan is carried out in accordance with Sections 35 and 75 of 
the Resource Management Act 1991 to ensure that Council is promoting the sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources. Information from monitoring: 

o enables Council to carry out its functions under the Act; 
o identifies where appropriate action should be taken to ensure compliance with the intent of 

the Act; 
o allows Council to consider refinements to the contents of the Plan; and 
o enables the community to be informed about how the Plan’s provisions are performing. 

 
Monitoring Programme 
The monitoring programme of the Council has three components: 

o Compliance monitoring; 
o State of the environment monitoring; 
o Monitoring the suitability and effectiveness of the provisions of the Plan. 

 
COMPLIANCE MONITORING 
Compliance monitoring involves: 

(a) checking whether provisions of the Plan are being complied with; 
(b) regularly reviewing compliance with conditions of resource consents; 
(c) determining whether environmental effects as a result of the exercise of a consent are 
at anticipated levels and not causing unexpected problems; and 
(d) noting whether permitted activities are creating adverse environmental effects. 

 
Compliance Monitoring Programme 

(a) Monitoring whether resource consents issued are in compliance with rules in the Plan; 
(b) Monitoring whether conditions of resource consents are complied with, including any 
enforcement action; 
(c) Monitoring whether activities comply with the Plan; and 
(d) Monitoring the effects of the exercise of resource consents and permitted activities on 
natural and physical resources. 

 
The environmental effects of granting some resource consents can be uncertain. It is therefore 
sensible, in assessing and granting resource consents, to adopt a precautionary approach 
(especially when information about potential effects is limited). 
 
The Council will, therefore, adopt a precautionary approach to compliance monitoring. Consent 
holders may be required to take corrective actions to rehabilitate or protect damaged resources 
where the results of monitoring show that this is necessary. 
 
STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
Section 35(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991 places a duty on local authorities to monitor 
the state of the environment in their district. 
 
(Note: This requirement to monitor is no less stringent than the requirements to provide a Long 
Term Plan or Annual Plan and Report under the Local Government Act 2002.) 
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Council’s annual programme for monitoring the state of the district’s natural and physical 
resources will be set out in the Long Term Plan or Annual Plan and the documents accompanying 
that plan. 
 
While some additional programmes will require developing, a wide range of information is already 
collected by Council which will form the basis of state of the environment monitoring. A state of 
the environment programme includes the following: 
 

o Analysing and regularly reporting on ecological, social and economic trends of significance 
to the district’s environment; 

o Establishing and monitoring bottom line environmental conditions (i.e. the limits of 
environmental systems). 

o Identifying where and how environmental change is occurring - distinguishing between 
natural and human-related activity. 

o Understanding and trying to anticipate adverse environmental effects as a result of human 
activities; 

o Assessing and reporting on social and economic implications resulting from environmental 
change; 

o Identifying future environmental effects that may arise from social and economic trends; 
o Establishing community expectations and standards for environmental quality; 
o Indicating priorities for monitoring and management - because resources are limited, and 

all aspects of the district’s environment cannot be monitored at once. 
 
REVIEW OF THE SUITABILITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PLAN 
The Act establishes a general duty for the Council to monitor the suitability and effectiveness of 
the Plan (Section 35(2)(b)). 
 
In addition, the Council is required to state in the Plan the procedures to be used to review the 
matters set out in Section 75(2)(a)-(h) and to monitor the effectiveness of the Plan as a means of 
achieving its objectives and policies. 
 
Council’s Annual Report provides interim measures of the suitability and effectiveness of the Plan 
(e.g. number of resource consents processed, results of major investigations). 
 
Any person may request the Council to make a change to the Plan. Changes to the Plan provide 
an indication of its suitability and effectiveness. A report will be provided five years after the Plan 
becomes operative, which will include: 
 

1. An assessment of the issues and objectives in the light of feedback from community 
boards, interest groups, the media and the community. 

2. An assessment of the degree to which the Plan has guided decision making on individual 
resource consent applications and the degree to which they have been accepted by the 
community. 

3. An assessment of the degree to which anticipated environmental outcomes have been 
achieved. 

4. Recommendations for any changes to the Plan. 
 

The Plan will be reviewed 10 years from the time it becomes operative, as required under the Act 
and in accordance with the provisions of the First Schedule. 
 
REPORTING 
A District Plan monitoring report will be prepared each year after the Plan becomes operative. The 
report will contain results of compliance monitoring carried out, results of other monitoring 
programmes carried out and recommendations for monitoring to be carried out or Plan changes. 
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2 Objectives 
The following twenty objectives in this chapter set out the direction Council intends to 
take in relation to Resource Management issues on the Kāpiti Coast. 
 
 

2.1 Tangata whenua 
To work in partnership with the tangata whenua of the District in order to maintain 
kaitiakitanga of the District’s resources and ensure that decisions affecting the 
natural environment in the District are made in accordance with the principles of the 
Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). 
 

 
Explanation 
Council recognises the status of the tangata whenua under the Treaty of Waitangi and in 
relation to the requirements of the Resource Management Act as separate and distinct from 
other interest groups.  It works closely with Ngāti Toa Rangatira, Ngāti Raukawa and Te Āti 
Awa ki Whakarongotai iwi who hold mana whenua within the District. The Council and the 
tangata whenua are engaged in a Memorandum of Partnership which involves a pledge to 
develop a mutual commitment regarding the environment and decision making. Working in 
ways that consolidate and appreciate the convergence of tangata whenua and western 
knowledge can only strengthen environmental outcomes for the District. 
 
In recognition that Māori and the Crown are Treaty partners, Sections 6, 7 and 8 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991 furnish considerable scope for a distinctive Māori 
perspective to be incorporated in relation to decisions on the management, use, development 
and protection of the District’s natural and physical resources.  Section 6 (Matters of National 
Importance) requires that the relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions with their 
ancestral lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga is recognised and provided for. 
Section 7 (Other Matters) of the Act states that kaitiakitanga shall be given particular regard 
and Section 8 (Treaty of Waitangi) states that the Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi shall be 
taken into account by all persons exercising powers, duties and functions under the Act. 
 
In order to consider the issues relating to tangata whenua on the Kāpiti Coast it is necessary 
to take into account the origin of tangata whenua values in relation to the environment, 
including the Māori world view of creation and the legislative provision for tangata whenua 
involvement in resource management. 
 
The Māori World View 
The Māori creation myth embodies both physical and spiritual concepts of the world’s origins. 
In general, there are three fundamental phases of the Māori creation story. The first being Te 
Kore (the void) which was the remote phase, a phase in which there was nothing, and the 
world was a void. While there was no organised expression in this realm, there existed an 
unlimited potential for being. There was no gender. The second phase was Te Po (the night) 
in which there was the spontaneous emergence of Ranginui and Papatūānuku, the first male 
and female forms. During this phase of creation they produced many children. In the 
darkness the children discussed the conditions in which they lived and how they could 
promote growth and life. Tawhirimatea disagreed with his brothers and sisters who wished to 
separate their parents. Eventually, Tanemahuta thrust Ranginui high into the sky, letting in 
light and allowing for the desired growth and life. Papatūānuku became the earth.  Thus, the 
third phase came about and became known as Te Ao Marama (the world of light). 
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These three phases are helpful to in understanding the relationship Māori have with the 
physical and spiritual worlds, and the interconnectedness of people and their local 
environments. Generally, a Māori worldview in relation to the environment encapsulates the 
following principles:  

 Humankind’s contribution is to enhance and maintain the life support systems of 
Papatūānuku;  

 People should treat Papatūānuku with love and respect in recognition of her life-
supporting function, her role in the creation of the natural world, and her place in 
whakapapa; and  

 Humankind  do not own Papatūānuku, but are recipients, and therefore stewards, of 
the natural environment. 

 
The Principles of the Treaty 
The legislative mandate for tangata whenua involvement in the resource management system 
comes from recognition of the centrality of the Treaty of Waitangi to the management of 
natural resources. The Resource Management Act includes the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi to guide decision makers in the exercise of their responsibility to tangata whenua. 
The Council endorses five principles as being a current reflection of the purpose and intent of 
Te Tiriti O Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi), as interpreted by the Courts, which are relevant to 
the sustainable management of natural and physical resources.  
 
The first is the principle of mutually-beneficial relationship. This includes the duty to act 
reasonably and in good faith and imposes a duty on both tangata whenua and Council to 
interact with reason and respect. The fundamental message of the Treaty is one of balance. 
Therefore, assertions of rangatiratanga over certain resources are not attacks on the mana of 
the Crown to make law in respect of Māori resources, but simply expressions of the obligation 
to ensure that the right of tangata whenua to act in accordance with their own values is given 
an appropriate priority. 
 
The second principle of active protection denotes a duty that is not merely passive but 
extends to active protection of Māori resources and other guaranteed taonga to the fullest 
extent practicable.  In the context of the Resource Management Act, what is to be protected 
under this principle is a continuing capacity for tangata whenua to exercise self-regulated 
decision making authority over those resources important to them.  
 
Generally, this obligation has a three-fold application.  Firstly, as far as practicable, tangata 
whenua should be protected from restrictions imposed by legislation, plan or policy which 
prevent or limit them using their land and resources according to their cultural preferences.  
Secondly, tangata whenua should be protected from the adverse effects of the activities of 
others on their ability to use their resources, both in biophysical and spiritual terms. Thirdly, 
resources should be directed towards informing and supporting tangata whenua in the 
development of resource management strategies which reflect the cultural and spiritual 
preferences, and in their participation in local government. 
 
The principle of iwi self-regulation recognises that tangata whenua can retain responsibility 
and control of the management and allocation of resources over which they wish to retain 
control. This involves the right to develop these resources to meet iwi social and economic 
needs. Application of this principle involves recognising the right of tangata whenua to 
exercise tino rangatiratanga.  The use of the term “rangatiratanga” in the context of the Treaty 
denotes an institutional authority to control the exercise of a range of user rights in resources, 
including conditions of access, use and conservation management.  
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The transfer of powers provision in Section 33 of the Act is a practical way in which the 
Council could give effect to tino rangatiratanga. The nature of any function to be transferred to 
an iwi/hapū authority would depend on the type of resource, the scale of the development 
project and the particular cultural and spiritual significance that the resource has to tangata 
whenua. 
 
The principle of shared decision making requires the Council to allow the tangata whenua to 
be a full party in the decision-making process.  Kawanatanga as ceded by tangata whenua 
under Article 1 of the Treaty gave the Crown the right to govern and to make laws applying to 
everyone. The delegation of resource management powers by the Crown to local authorities 
under the Resource Management Act means that those authorities can make policies, set 
objectives and make rules affecting the management of natural and physical resources, 
subject to the guarantee of tino rangatiratanga to Māori and recognition of the partnership 
between Māori and the Crown.  
 
This principle of iwi/hapū resource development recognises that tangata whenua are not 
bound in the exercise of rangatiratanga and kaitiakitanga to just the methods and 
technologies available at the signing of the Treaty but have the right to take advantage of new 
technology. Article III of the Treaty gave to Māori the same rights and duties as other New 
Zealand citizens. The Treaty guaranteed to Māori the retention of their property under Article 
II, and the choice of developing those rights under Article III. In pursuing development, 
tangata whenua may choose to pursue non-traditional uses of their resources instead or as 
complementary to, their traditional practices. Recognition of the ability and needs for iwi/hapū 
to develop their resources in a manner which achieves the purposes of the Resource 
Management Act is a fundamental principle embodied in the Treaty. 
 
 
Consultation with Tangata Whenua 
Increasingly, consultation is perceived more as a legal requirement, rather than a principle 
that can benefit land use and development processes. However, effective, early and 
meaningful consultation is an integral and necessary component of resource management 
decision-making and should include: 
 

 a genuine invitation to give advice and a genuine consideration of advice given; 
 
 the provision of sufficient information so as to allow tangata whenua to make an 

informed assessment of the proposal and determine their response to it;and 
 

 the obligation to be willing to change plans or proposals, if that is the result of 
consultation.  

 
The courts have adopted a holistic application of sections 6(e), 7(a) and 8 of the RMA. All 
these sections need to be taken into account when making decisions. 
 
 
Recognition of Kaitiakitanga 
It is important to understand that kaitiaki, and the exercise of their responsibilities, 
kaitiakitanga, are a part of Māori cultural and spiritual belief, rooted in the values of Māori 
society. That society cannot be fully understood without reference to those values. Therefore, 
in determining the characteristics of kaitiakitanga, decision makers need to understand 
remember the meaning of these concepts to Māori will be the crucial factor. 
 
Kaitiakitanga is a term that denotes the package of tikanga or practices which have a primary 
objective in sustaining the mauri of natural and physical resources. Inherent in the notion of 
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Kaitiakitanga is the understanding that members of the present generation have 
responsibility, passes to them by preceding generations, to care for their natural environment 
by protecting the mauri. Kaitiakitanga is inextricably linked to tino rangatiratanga as it may 
only be practiced by those iwi, hapū or whānau who possess mana whenua in their iwi area. 
 
 
Issues 
Specific issues related to tangata whenua on the Kāpiti Coast include: 
  

 understanding the relationship of Māori people and their culture and traditions with 
their ancestral lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga; 

 
 how to give effect to and take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi; 

 
 how best to provide for the views of the tangata whenua through resource 

management; and 
 

 protection of sites of cultural importance and characteristics of the environment of 
special significance to tangata whenua. 

 
 
 
 

2.2 Ecology and Biodiversity 
To improve indigenous biological diversity and ecological resilience through the:  

a) protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant 
habitats of indigenous fauna; 

b) restoration of the ecological integrity of important degraded environments 
and habitats; 

c) enhancement of the health of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems; and 
d) enhancement of the mauri of waterbodies. 
 

 
Explanation 
The RMA has as its purpose the sustainable management of natural and physical resources. 
Sustainable management is identified as meaning managing the use, development, and 
protection of natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and 
communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural well-being and for their health 
and safety while— 
 

(a)  sustaining the potential of natural and physical resources (excluding minerals) to meet 
the reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations; and 

 
(b)  safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil, and ecosystems; and 

 
Section 7 (d) of the RMA requires regard to be had for the intrinsic values of ecosystems.    
The Act places major emphasis on both the value of ecosystems and their healthy 
functioning.    Ecosystems and ecological processes are central to how the natural 
environment will be sustained over time.  
 
In ecology, resilience is the capacity of an ecosystem to respond to a disturbance by resisting 
damage and recovering quickly. Resilience is therefore critical for the sustainability of New 
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Zealand’s indigenous flora and fauna, to its waterways, to air and ultimately to enabling 
people to provide for their social, economic and cultural wellbeing.    A more diverse and 
resilient ecosystem is better able to withstand environmental stress and has a greater chance 
of adapting to environmental change. The sustainable management of natural resources in 
the District cannot be achieved if biodiversity is not recognised and protected.   While not yet 
completed, the importance of biodiversity has been signalled in the government’s 
development of a draft National Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity which was 
released for submissions in early 2011.    
 
Biodiversity is the degree of variation of life forms within a given species, ecosystem, or an 
area.  Before human habitation the Kāpiti Coast had a rich biodiversity. Pressures from 
settlement and development have however resulted in a whittling away of the precious natural 
environment to the point that by 2001 only 300ha, or 1.8 percent of the district’s coastal plains 
were covered in native bush.   
 
Following European settlement in Kāpiti, the dunelands, lowlands and foothills were rapidly 
cleared for farming, forestry, settlement or roads. Wetlands were drained, estuaries and 
riparian margins modified and lakes and waterways often became polluted. Only the 
mountain ranges retained large continuous tracts of native forest but these contain a fraction 
of their original fauna because of introduced predators and browsers such as rats, stoats, 
cats, deer and possums.  
 
The Kāpiti Coast District Council seeks to capitalise on what remains of its indigenous 
biodiversity. Kāpiti Island is renowned as one of the few accessible places where threatened 
species flourish and where the lost natural world of the mainland can be found. The District’s 
biodiversity has profound environmental, cultural and economic benefits that extend far 
beyond the welfare of native plants and animals. A major issue facing the Kāpiti Coast that 
needs to be addressed is biodiversity decline. 
 
A number of activities continue to adversely affect remaining biodiversity and natural habitats 
and ecosystems. The biological diversity or life-supporting capacity of ecosystems, and 
natural resources and their quality and intrinsic values are being lost or degraded when they 
are fragmented, isolated or damaged by inappropriate subdivision, use or development and 
the introduction of pests and weeds. The mauri (life force) of many of the District’s freshwater 
ecosystems has been degraded by increasing demands for land and water and activities such 
as vegetation clearance, earthworks and discharges. 
 
Biodiversity alone will not make a system resilient.  The quality of habitat and ecosystems is 
an important factor in both sustaining indigenous vegetation and supporting rapid recovery 
from harm.  Indigenous vegetation plays an important role in the preservation of the natural 
character of wetlands and riparian margins. Indigenous vegetation provides excellent habitat 
for indigenous fauna and is a conservator of water quality and soil stability. It is essential the 
District retains and enhances the extent and biodiversity of indigenous vegetation. Today, the 
main threats to indigenous forest are clearance for residential living, pasture, exotic forestry 
and development, stock grazing and plant and animal infestation. 
 
Pressures from subdivision, land use and development activities mean it is important to 
protect the remaining areas of significant indigenous flora and fauna on a long-term 
sustainable basis. While significant areas in the District are already in public ownership and 
legally protected (i.e. Tararua Forest Park and Queen Elizabeth Park); outside these areas 
many remaining areas of remnant indigenous forest and wetlands have no legal protection. 
These areas need to be activity managed in a way that ensures their continued existence and 
enhancement.  
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The loss of biodiversity has progressed to the point that protection of natural areas is no 
longer an adequate response to protecting the sustainable long-term future of indigenous 
biodiversity and ecological resilience. There is a need to restore and enhance important 
degraded environments that could provide buffers, habitats for protected or threatened 
species, or ecological services including soil conservation and water quality enhancement. 
The costs of fully enhancing, protecting and maintaining such areas on an ongoing basis can 
be large, both in terms of expertise and resources. 
 
For the tangata whenua, indigenous biodiversity is an integral aspect of their world view, and 
they have a special role and responsibilities as kaitiaki of our indigenous biodiversity. Many of 
the natural features and qualities of the environment that are important for their intrinsic or 
scientific value have cultural significance to the tangata whenua. All components of 
ecosystems, both living and non-living, possess the spiritual qualities of tapu, mauri, mana, 
and wairua. The control of adverse effects of activities on biodiversity values is central to 
issues concerning the relationship of the tangata whenua to the land. 
 
Enhancement of the health of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems is a means of ensuring that 
the mauri of waterbodies is enhanced. Maintaining the health of waterbodies is a Regional 
Council function, the District Council is responsible for managing landuse which ultimately 
affects water quantity and quality. 
 
 
 
 

2.3 Development Management 
To maintain a consolidated urban form within Existing Urban Areas and a limited 
number of Identified Growth Areas which can be efficiently serviced and integrated 
with existing townships, delivering:  

a) urban areas which maximise the efficient end use of energy and integration 
with necessary infrastructure;  

b) a variety of living and working environments in a manner which reinforces 
the function and vitality of Centres; 

c) resilient communities where development does not result in an increase in 
risk to life or severity of damage to property from natural hazard events;  

d) higher residential densities in appropriate areas, and avoidance of such 
development where it would adversely affect areas of special character or 
amenity;  

e) sustainable settlements that are developed in a manner which preserves: 
natural processes including freshwater systems; areas characterised by 
productive soils, ecological and landscape importance; and other places of 
significant natural amenity; and 

f) an adequate supply of housing and areas for business/employment to meet 
the needs of the districts anticipated population which is provided at a rate 
and in a manner that can be sustained within the finite carrying capacity of 
the District. 

 
 
Explanation 
 
The Development Pattern for the Kāpiti Coast 
The natural and physical characteristics of the District have been subject to significant change 
over a relatively short period of time, with a large proportion of this change attributed to 
human settlement and development.  In turn, the form of settlement in Kāpiti has largely been 
shaped by three elements, being: 
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 natural features, particularly the Ōtaki and Waikanae Rivers and their estuaries;  
 
 the main locations of pre-European Māori settlement; and 

 
 the establishment of the railway and then the State Highway.   

 
Māori settlement patterns within the District prior to European settlement consisted of 
seasonal settlements associated with harvest, particularly fishing and permanent settlements 
of varying sizes along the coast.   Significant sites and buildings associated with the social, 
economic, spiritual and political heart of whānau and hapū were located within some of the 
larger and more permanent settlements.  The marae was the site where formal whānau, hapū 
and iwi meetings, as well as tangihanga and other ceremonies, took place under protocol or 
kawa that managed the placement and lifting of tapu.  Some marae had status as matua 
marae while others might be more whānau-based.  Key buildings such as whare whakairo 
were located around the marae. 
 
These areas became the initial focus of post 1830 settlement and consequently set out the 
main settlement pattern for the District. In particular, this period of change was shaped by: 
 

 wars throughout the North Island using the new muskets which profoundly changed 
the balance of power and influence between iwi and hapū; 

 
 consequent migration of Ngāti Toa, Ngāti Raukawa and Te Āti Awa into and through 

the District; 
 

 the use of Kāpiti Island as a defensive stronghold; 
 

 early establishment of whaling stations, particularly on Kāpiti Island;   
 

 loss of land from Māori control from the 1830s and particularly from the 1860s; and 
 

 introduction of rail in the 1880s which refocused Māori and Pākehā settlements along 
the rail corridor.   

 
With the completion of the railway in 1886, stations were established at 10 mile intervals at 
Paekākāriki, Wainui, Paraparaumu, Otaihanga, Waikanae, Hadfield, Te Horo, Hautere and 
Ōtaki.  Paekākāriki became a rail village with the establishment of rail worker housing and 
workshops.  Waikanae and Paraparaumu began to emerge as more significant ‘centres’ and 
Ōtaki refocused to some extent on the rail area.  Wi Parata organised the relocation of 
Whakarongotai meeting house to its present location at the Waikanae Town Centre, in order 
to better position Te Āti Awa in relation to the new developments.    
 
By the 1920s and 1930s, subdivisions were beginning to develop along the coast at Raumati 
and parts of Paraparaumu, largely without major modifications to landforms.  This pattern 
continued from the late 1940s, as travel on the State Highway improved and more people 
could afford to buy cars.   Since that time, further infill of settlement areas between the 
coastal hills, the State Highway and the Coast has been the dominant trend, with the major 
influences on settlement form being: 
 

 an east/west consolidation with limited connections between communities, which has 
increased reliance on the State Highway; 

 
 purchase by the Crown of land for Queen Elizabeth Park in the 1940s, partly to control 

the residential expansion along the coast; 
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 a deliberate local authority focus since the 1960s on identifying land immediately north 
of Waikanae as a potential future urban growth area; 

 
 purchase of land by the Crown for an international airport which has both provided a 

strategic asset and fundamentally shaped the form of Paraparaumu; 
 

 the identification of a potential Sandhills Motorway route which has also shaped form 
through this area; 

 
 significant population growth occurring since the late 1960s within existing broad 

urban areas, with major modification to landforms in some areas; and 
 

 disestablishment of on-site water and wastewater systems and relatively uncontrolled 
demand for services; 

 
Since the 1980s, there has been continued development, largely still within this broad urban 
area. It has been accompanied by a slow shift in attitude to subdivision standards and by a 
need to modify infrastructure investment to take account of environmental constraints. 

 

Global Resource Management Issues 
In an increasingly globalised world, the reliance of the Kāpiti communities on foreign-
produced food, energy resources and other essential and non-essential items leaves the 
communities vulnerable to supply and demand shocks associated with the production, 
transport and supply of these commodities.  With these emerging risks, there is a need to 
position the District into a position of increased resilience. 

While making the District more resilient is not solely a resource management issue, the role 
of the District Plan in this process is significant.  In particular, the manner in which the Plan 
facilitates a more resilient urban form is a major consideration.  Rising fuel prices alone 
have, and will continue to have, a major impact on the way in which people move around and 
through Kāpiti.  Allowing for development which relies solely on private vehicles for transport 
will likely decrease the District’s ability to respond to the local effects of global shocks.  To this 
end, providing for development of greenfields sites (for example) may help meet demand for 
a particular housing preference; however this must be balanced by increased accessibility to, 
and efficient use of, existing centres, open spaces and other essential services for the 
majority of Kāpiti residents if resilience is to be enhanced.  This means promoting an urban 
form which reduces the use of fossil fuels, and which enables local production and 
employment.   

Yet another challenge is anticipated in the form of global climate change and associated sea 
level rise.  Existing communities will need to adapt to a changing environment, and new 
development must be undertaken in a manner and in locations that avoid or can absorb the 
risks associated with climate change.  

 

Regional Considerations 
The primary regional RMA plans of relevance to the Kāpiti Coast District Plan are the 
Operative Wellington Regional Policy Statement, 1994 (“RPS”), the Proposed Wellington 
RPS, 2009 (“PRPS”) and the Operative Wellington Regional Plans for air quality, soil, 
discharges, freshwater, and the coastal area.  The provisions of these plans and policy 
statements are applicable to growth management in Kāpiti and must be given effect to in the 
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District Plan.  Of particular relevance is the RPS (operative and proposed), which identifies 
the following key issues (in summary): 

 
[1]  Poor quality urban design can adversely affect public health, social equity, land values, 

the vibrancy of local centres and economies, and the provision of, and access to, civic 
services. It can also increase the use of non-renewable resources and vehicle emissions 
in the region. 

[2] Sporadic and uncoordinated development (including of infrastructure) can adversely 
affect the region’s compact form, potentially resulting in: 

(a)  new development that is poorly located in relation to existing infrastructure and is 
costly or otherwise difficult to service 

(b)  development in locations that restrict access to the significant physical resource in 
the region – such as aggregate 

(c)  the loss of rural or open space land valued for its productive, ecological, aesthetic 
and recreational qualities 

(d)  insufficient population densities to support public transport and other public services 

(e)  new infrastructure that can encourage development in locations that undermine 
existing centres and industrial employment areas. 

[3] A lack of integration between land use and transportation and the region’s 
transportation network can create patterns of development that increase the need for 
travel, the length of journeys and reliance on private motor vehicles, resulting in: 

(a)  increased emissions to air from a variety of pollutants, including greenhouse gases 

(b)  increased use of energy and reliance on non-renewable resources 

(c)  reduced opportunities for alternate means of travel and increased costs associated 
with upgrading roads 

(d)  increased road congestion leading to restricted movement of goods and services to, 
from and within the region, and compromising the efficient operation of the transport 
network. 

Other regional issues are also applicable to the management of growth in Kāpiti – for 
example, the management of effects of development on landscape values. These matters are 
covered in greater detail in other sections of the District Plan. 

 

Local Issues  
In addition to these global and regional issues, Kāpiti faces local resource management 
challenges with respect to managing and accommodating growth and development.  This 
begins with a need to recognise the significant resources that have been invested into 
existing settlements and the infrastructure supporting those settlements.  New growth and 
development must make efficient use of this significant investment, rather than undermining 
it.  This includes the potential undermining of the social capital that has been invested in 
existing Kāpiti communities, along with the physical and economic investment. 
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Achieving an urban form that balances the need to meet the many housing needs of the 
District’s residents with the preservation of valued character and the achievement of 
infrastructure integration efficiencies is an additional, complex challenge.  For example, 
providing for smaller allotment sizes and more dense living environments can affect an area’s 
underlying character; however, when these more intense environments are appropriately 
located within the wider urban context, they can increase efficiency outcomes of public and 
private investment in public transport networks, commercial areas, open spaces and other 
community facilities.  The approach to managing these challenges is to: 

 maintain the predominant low density character that defines the District’s many 
communities, while targeting specific areas for both increased character protection, 
and (conversely) increased residential intensity (indicatively represented in Figure 
2.1); 

 
 provide for selected greenfields development areas in a way that also reinforces 

overall compact urban form.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 – Management of Urban Densities 

 

As Kāpiti is also subject to a range of threats from natural hazards, development must also 
be managed to avoid increasing exposure of people to these threats, and to avoid increasing 
potential economic loss from property damage.  Surface flooding is a particularly common risk 
facing both urban and rural areas in the District and development must be able to neutralise 
the existing and potential increase in on-site and off-site impacts to avoid increased exposure 

CCeennttrree  

MMeeddiiuumm  DDeennssiittyy  

OOppeenn 
SSppaaccee  

CCooaasstt  

BBeeaacchh  
CChhaarraacctteerr

 

  
  

  

CChhaarraacctteerr  
AArreeaa  

RRuurraall  
  

  

RReessiiddeennttiiaall  IInndduussttrriiaall  



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Objectives 

to such hazards.  Likewise, the District’s geological characteristics and proximity to active 
seismic areas mean that many residents are vulnerable to the effects of earthquakes 
(including tsunami and liquefaction). New development must be mindful of this risk to ensure 
community resilience. 

A final local issue regarding growth management is the need to accommodate the projected 
increases in residential population and employment opportunities in a manner which can be 
sustained within the District’s environmental carrying capacity.  This requires the recognition 
of both the rate of growth anticipated and the nature of development desired, in addition to 
the underlying need to maintain environmental quality.  Ensuring enough land is provided to 
meet anticipated growth in different living environments and in a manner which retains the 
benefits of the District’s consolidated form is an on-going challenge. 

 

 

2.4 Coastal Environment 
To have a Coastal Environment where: 

a) natural character, natural systems, natural landforms and natural processes, 
are protected, and restored where degraded; 

b) appropriate public access to and along the coast is improved; 
c) development does not result in further loss of coastal dunes; and 
d) communities are not exposed to increased risks from coastal hazards  

 
 
Explanation 
The Kāpiti Coast extends approximately 40 km in length from Ōtaki in the north to Paekākāriki 
in the south, with most of the coastline (approximately 25 km) having urban development 
adjacent to the coastal edge.  The majority of the foredune is a single low profile dune. The 
southern areas of Raumati, Queen Elizabeth Park and Paekākāriki have considerably higher 
foredunes.  However, the coastal environment is more than the beachfront and dunes. It 
includes the coastal plain, extending to the foot of the hills. The wider coastal system includes 
rivers, streams and associated estuaries and lagoons which flow onto the coast.   
 
There are many places within the coastal environment where there are significant ecological 
values and important coastal habitats, as well as landscapes of valued natural character.  The 
landforms visible from and associated with the beach form part of the natural character of the 
coastal environment.  
 
The coastal environment is highly valued by both local and the wider community, in terms of its 
aesthetic, natural, productive, recreational and historical values. A large number of people live 
in the District to enjoy the beach and coastal marine area for recreation, food gathering, views, 
openness and spiritual reasons. The beach is a very popular destination for recreation for 
residents and visitors, valued as a great place to walk dogs and ride horses, for family picnics, 
for children to play, with good surfing, whitebaiting, fishing and swimming opportunities. The 
economic value of the coast is clear in terms of tourism, coastal property values and recreation 
opportunities. The coast is also valued as a source of inspiration for the creative community. 
The valued aspects of the coastal environment need to be managed to ensure all that happens 
now can continue to be enjoyed by future generations. 
 
The natural ecology and processes of the coastal environment can be harmed if activities are 
not appropriately managed. A consequence of the unique characteristics and natural qualities 
of the coastal environment is that it is under considerable development pressure which tends to 
conflict with the natural character, systems, landforms and processes of the coastal 
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environment. The beach and coastal plain have been highly modified by development and use 
since permanent settlement. The potential threats to the natural coastal systems include the 
rapid rate of coastal development, degradation of the dune features, effects of climate change 
including more frequent storm events, sea level rise, salt water intrusion of wetland areas and 
pressure from increased recreation use.  
 
Subdivision and development can be inappropriate in the coastal environment, given the 
fragility of ecologically sensitive areas such as dunes. This dynamic system would have been 
able to retreat and accrete naturally over a wide area prior to permanent development, but the 
active dunes and shoreline are now constrained to a narrow strip in most areas. The natural 
character of many parts of the Coastal foredunes are degraded by the presence of exotic 
plants, and natural coastal process have been modified by structures and development.  
 
The coastal environment is also subject to a range of natural hazards that may adversely affect 
inappropriately located development. There is a real threat to private property in many areas 
even under existing sea level and climate conditions. These changes can result in coastal 
erosion occurring in developed areas. To provide for the wellbeing and safety of people and 
communities, it is imperative to identify and minimise the risks from such hazards by avoiding 
development from these areas, or mitigating the risks through informed design and siting. 
 
The coastal hazard risks are projected to increase as an effect of climate change which is 
expected to drive future changes in sea level and coastal processes. These changes are 
expected to drive long term shoreline recession on sandy beaches such as those on the Kāpiti 
Coast. In areas where the coast is currently accreting, sea level rise may cancel out or even 
reverse this trend. Given the uncertainties with the rate of sea level rise it is necessary to take a 
precautionary approach to coastal hazards. 
 
The New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) provides strong direction on managing 
the coastal edge in a way that recognises the potential effects of climate change. There is a 
clear directive to manage ‘inappropriate’ development and in the context of coastal hazards, 
this includes controlling development and over time considering retreat in certain areas 
 
The sustainable management of the coastal environment is important to tangata whenua for 
social, economic, spiritual and cultural reasons. Tangata whenua have strong links with the 
coastal environment, value its mauri, its mana and all it offers. Many sites within the coastal 
environment are associated with iwi histories, traditions and tikanga, for example, mahinga 
maataitai (places to gather seafood) and tauranga waka (canoe landing places). Of particular 
concern to tangata whenua is the discharge of wastes into the coastal environment, which 
causes a loss of mauri of the water body.  
 
To guide the management of the coastal environment, the Council developed a Coastal 
Strategy in 2006 which determines the management of coastal activities, access, recreation, 
harvesting, the natural and built environments and coastal hazards. The Coastal Strategy 
summarises the outcomes desired by the community as follows:  
 

 the coast is recognised as a dynamic natural system that accretes and retreats as part 
of the geological cycle and processes. Long term solutions which protect coastal 
processes and systems are sought for the benefit of current and future generations; 

 
 there is a need to think about the coastal strip in its context within a coastal plain back 

to the base of the hills; 
 

 public land is clearly identifiable, recognised as important public open space, and is as 
natural as possible with native plants. Restoration planting has been a priority on the 
foredune and has formed a natural erosion buffer. The community is well informed 
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about dune restoration and enhancement and beach management practices. There is 
interpretive signage at public beach access points explaining the fragility of coastal 
ecology; 

 
 any structures within the coastal reserve (protection and access structures) are part of 

the built character and must be well designed and multipurpose where possible. All 
access to the beach across the foredunes is via a public accessway as these are 
suitable for all users and protect the environment; 

 
 outstanding natural areas and fragile communities are identified and protected by 

clustering buildings and parking away from them and limiting access where 
appropriate. Harvesting of materials from the beach is managed to protect habitats, 
areas of cultural significance and prevent erosion; 

 
 the Beach is safe and welcoming for all to use and has the flexibility to accommodate 

existing and new sports and activities. All users will need to work together to achieve a 
harmonious beach experience; 

 
 the individual character of settlements is clear with the beach providing a linking 

element between them. The distinct settlements are linked together but separated by 
areas of open space. 

 
The district plan is a major tool for implementing the Coastal Strategy. 
 
 
 
 

2.5 Natural Hazards  
To ensure the safety and resilience of people and communities by avoiding 
exposure to increased levels of risk from natural hazards, while recognising the 
importance of natural processes and systems. 
 

 
Explanation 
The majority of the District’s settlements are located on a flat coastal plain with sandy and 
peat soils. The coastal plain is only slightly above the existing sea level and is split at various 
points by a series of swift flowing streams and rivers with steep catchments. Consequently, 
the Kāpiti Coast is susceptible to a range of natural hazards including: 
 

 flooding due to the low lying nature of much of the district; 
 
 erosion due to heavy rainfall and steep slopes; 

 
 earthquake hazards, including ground shaking, fault rupture, liquefaction, earthquake 

induced slope failure and tsunami;  
 

 coastal erosion and inundation due to long term trends of sea level rise, sediment 
supply and weather change; 

 
 wildfire due to the presence of forestry and dry areas including dry grasses particularly 

on the coastal dunes; and 
 

 drought as a result of extended periods of little rain.  
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There are potentially high economic and social costs associated with natural hazards in the 
District with significant consequences for public health and safety, agriculture, housing and 
infrastructure. Inappropriate development, such as building in flood prone areas, or behaviour 
or lack of awareness of natural hazards can increase the exposure of people and 
communities to risks from natural hazards. A key issue for the District is avoiding areas at risk 
of natural hazards or where development exists already, adopting mitigation measures to 
lessen the impacts of natural hazards. 
 
Under the Resource Management Act, Council is required to control the actual and potential 
effects of the use, development or protection of land including for the purposes of the 
avoidance or mitigation of natural hazards. Section 7 of the RMA also requires Council to 
have particular regard to the effects of climate change. The Council has discretion under s106 
of the Act to refuse a subdivision consent where the land is or is likely to be subject to 
material damage natural hazards, using the latest information available at the time of 
application, or where the subsequent use of the land will exacerbate the hazard and/or result 
in material damage to the land.  
 
The Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act 2002 sets out the functions and powers 
of various agencies, including local authorities, in preparing for, responding to and recovering 
from emergencies, including those caused by natural hazard events. 
 
Natural features and landforms such as sand dunes, beaches, wetlands and areas of native 
vegetation often play an important role in mitigating natural hazards. The Council recognises 
the benefits in protecting, reinstating or rehabilitating natural features to mitigate natural 
hazards. Key issues for the District include the degrading of natural features to mitigate 
natural hazards and the need to consider natural features and processes when considering 
hazard mitigation works. Further to this, it is recognised that hard engineering works to 
protect property and land from natural hazards have the potential to adversely affect the 
natural environment and weaken existing natural defences to natural hazards. 
 
One of the challenges facing the Council is obtaining accurate information about natural 
hazards. The likely impacts or effects of some natural hazards such as flooding are able to be 
defined in a relatively precise manner. The effects of other hazards such as earthquakes are 
more difficult to predict however. In assessing the areas at risk from natural hazard events, 
there are a number of uncertainties and a precautionary approach needs to be adopted. The 
precautionary approach to natural hazard management will ensure that conservative 
decisions are made where there is insufficient information or knowledge to predict the effects 
of the hazard. 
 
The Council recognises that climate change has the potential to increase both the frequency 
and magnitude of natural hazard events. Because of this it is even more important to have 
robust systems and techniques for planning for and responding to natural hazard risks. Long-
term planning needs to take account of expected long-term shifts and changes in climate 
extremes and patterns to ensure future generations are adequately prepared for predicted 
climate conditions, and that a precautionary approach is taken to hazard mitigation and 
avoidance. Reducing the exposure of people and property to risk from natural hazard events 
and potential climate change impacts would not only result in less impact on people and 
communities but would also enable the natural environment to respond and adjust in a natural 
way. The New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement also provides strong direction on managing 
the coastal edge in a way that recognises the potential effects of climate change. 
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2.6 Rural Productivity  
To sustain the primary productive potential of land in the district, including: 

a) retaining  highly versatile soils and specialised soils for primary production; 
b) achieving added economic and social value derived from primary production 

activity through ancillary on-site processing and marketing;  
c) achieving priority importance of activities that utilise the productive potential 

of the land in the rural environment; and  
d) reducing conflict between land uses in the rural environment and adjoining 

areas, 
 
while ensuring that natural systems and natural processes are protected. 
 

 
Explanation 
The rural environment of the Kāpiti Coast encompasses a wide range of landform types, land 
uses and activities, from intensive horticulture on the plains in and around Ōtaki, to pastoral 
farming on the dune country and foothills of the Tararua ranges. The rural environment is of 
considerable value to the residents of the district and, in particular, the farming community. 
The existing farmers, rural service industries and future generations of people who desire 
employment in this sector depend on the sustainable management of the resources found in 
this environment.  

Parts of Kāpiti, especially around Ōtaki, have both the conditions and the quality soils 
necessary for growing high quality food not only for export but also for national and local 
consumption. There is also a considerable amount of land in the wider District suitable for 
animal-based food production as well as other productive uses. The continued use of the 
rural environment for primary production activities is important for the ongoing resilience, 
health, and social and economic well-being of the District’s communities.  

In an increasingly globalised world, Kāpiti is susceptible to numerous resource management 
pressures which originate far beyond New Zealand’s shores. Increasing population equates 
to increasing demand for food and other life-sustaining resources, as well as non-essential 
items which require considerable energy resources for production and distribution. Despite 
this increasing demand, the land resource available to supply food and other essential 
resources to the world’s population is finite.   

Compounding this predicament, global climate change and sea level rise are affecting the 
extent (both productive and geographic) of the world’s most arable soils.  Moreover, 
increased urbanisation is resulting in further depletion of the world’s soil and water resources, 
further exacerbating supply and demand stresses. 

Globalisation has also resulted in the world’s food supply (including transport) moving away 
from a local supply/consumption model, to a system based on economic efficiencies, often at 
the expense of higher energy consumption.  Diminishing fuel supplies continue to result in 
new record high energy costs, making the Kāpiti Coast district’s primary production supply 
vulnerable to deepening price shocks; it also potentially creates more opportunities for a local 
food economy which has a greater role in supplying regional communities with a wider range 
of non-export products.    

Greater realisation of the rural environment’s productive potential through increased local 
production of, and access to, food, fibre and building materials is likely to enhance local and 
regional resilience, and to provide communities with more local employment choice.     

Last Amended 29 November 2012  - [2-15] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Objectives 

The Proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement identifies five major management 
challenges for soils and minerals in the region, which are of particular relevance to the rural 
environment. These are: 
 

 preventing soil erosion 
 
 maintaining soil health 

 
 retaining productive soil for agricultural use 

 
 preventing unsafe use of contaminated sites; and 

 
 efficient mineral extraction. 

 
Other regional issues also applicable to the rural environment including water quality and 
biodiversity are covered in other sections of the Plan. 
 
In addition to global and regional issues, Kāpiti faces local resource management challenges 
in the rural environment.  While protection of productive land is a common theme among all 
levels of this issue hierarchy, the District’s unique physical and geographic characteristics 
require a unique management response.  Specifically, the northern portion of the District 
comprises some of the country’s most productive soils, and other soils which provide 
excellent growing conditions for specialised crops, including grapes and olives. The protection 
of this resource is important for the ability of the rural environment to sustainably meet the 
needs of future generations. Finding ways to maximise the productive potential of these 
important resources is an ongoing challenge for the District, particularly with constant 
pressure to develop rural areas of Kāpiti for urban and rural residential uses, including hobby 
farming. 

At the same time, there is a need to consider housing preference and choice of residents as 
an important component of community well-being.  Enabling these housing needs to be 
reasonably met in a manner which protects the soil resource and the District’s rural character 
and in a manner that which does not compromise the benefits to be achieved from 
maintaining a consolidated urban form is an additional challenge. 

There is also an ongoing need to enable some development which is ancillary to primary 
production activities in the rural environment.  Whilst these ancillary uses and/or buildings 
have great potential to add value to the productive sector, they also may adversely affect rural 
character values, soil resources, transport networks, and the District’s Centres where their 
size, location and/or use are inappropriate.  Accordingly, ancillary activities need to be 
actively managed in the rural environment. 

Underpinning all of these issues is the need for rural production to be carried out in a manner 
that is viable for producers, but not at the expense of the natural environment.  Natural 
systems and processes are critical resources for the District, and they are vulnerable to 
intensive land use activities, including those associated with rural production.  Enabling the 
continued productivity and resilience of the District must be balanced with this need to protect 
important natural values. 
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2.7 Historic Heritage 
To protect historic heritage in the District for the social, cultural and economic well 
being of the Kāpiti Coast community and future generations, this includes: 

a) supporting the contribution of historic heritage values, features and areas to 
the identity, character and amenity of places and landscapes; and 

b) recognising and protecting tangata whenua historic heritage, including 
places, knowledge, histories and ngā taonga tuku iho. 

 
 
Explanation 
Historic heritage comprises the natural and physical resources that contribute to an 
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand’s history and cultures, including 
archaeological, architectural, cultural, historic, scientific and technological qualities. The 
District has a rich physical, cultural and spiritual heritage and examples of historic heritage 
include any place or area (including building, structures, sites and trees) which is significant in 
the settlement, development and growth of Kāpiti.  Historic heritage is important to the way 
the district’s communities are shaped economically, aesthetically and culturally.  Further, 
historic heritage contributes to the character and landscape values of the District’s places. 
Consideration should therefore be given to the landscape section of the natural environments 
chapter. 
 
The values of the tangata whenua are particularly important to defining the historic heritage of 
the district.  Māori cultural heritage - as represented in the places and spaces that are of 
significance to whānau, hapū and iwi - cannot be separated from Māori environmental values 
generally. The ‘people’ and the ‘environment’ are not mutually exclusive groups in indigenous 
knowledge systems. In this sense, values such as rangatiratanga, kaitiakitanga, tikanga, 
mauri, tapu and noa (to name but a few) are inextricably connected to waahi tapu.  
 
Historic heritage values are at risk of being degraded and lost through inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development. Historic heritage values are significantly impacted, both 
positively and negatively, by land use change and development whether it is an individual 
development or the cumulative effects of many developments.  These issues include:  
 

1. Effect of alterations to the existing landforms and removal of existing vegetation on 
heritage places, areas and values. Heritage values often arise from the collection of 
buildings and elements linked by a common historic theme or physical proximity. The 
change or loss of an item’s setting can reduce its heritage value. 
 

2. Demolition, removal and alterations to historic places and areas. 
Unsympathetic alterations, additions, or detrimental uses can damage an item’s 
heritage values. Alterations and additions to an item’s exterior are often needed to 
make a heritage item usable. Removing items from their original settling can change 
their context and dimish their historical validity. Heritage items are a finite resource 
which cannot be replaced. The demolition of heritage items results in complete loss of 
associated heritage values. 

 
A consequence of the rapid development of Kāpiti has been that many historic heritage 
features have been destroyed or substantially modified and the historic heritage values of 
areas have been undermined. Archaeological sites and waahi tapu have been particularly 
affected by changes to the landform through land disturbance. 
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2.8 Strong Communities 
To support a cohesive and inclusive community where people: 

a) have easy access and connectivity to public places and local community 
services and facilities; 

b) have capacity to respond to change and ability recover from sudden 
environmental and economic system shocks and stresses; 

c) have increased access to locally produced food and energy resources; 
d) have improved health outcomes through opportunities for active living 

and/or access to health services; 
e) have access to high quality and attractive places; 
f) can efficiently and effectively use community resources, places and spaces; 
g) have a strong sense of safety and security in public and private spaces; 
h) feel part of and pride in a distinct shared identity and wellbeing; and 
i) find opportunities and places for community involvement and interaction 

 
 
Explanation 
People in the District are in general active and involved in their local communities. The 
standard of living and quality of life is good but there are groups who have constrained 
incomes and experience a level of poverty. It is an ongoing issue for the District to improve 
community resilience and safety, and to reduce household costs in terms of access to 
services, employment, facilities and educational and other opportunities. 
 
A resilient community is one that has the capacity to actively respond and adapt to change 
with minimum cost to communities, to community systems (including infrastructure) and 
ecosystems. It is a community which is served by infrastructure and structures which can also 
adapt over time. The people of the Kāpiti Coast exhibit many of the features of a resilient 
community: openness, awareness of impacts of social, environmental and economic 
structures, a diverse leadership and many well structured organisations involved with the 
community. This capacity needs to be grown and supported.   
 
Many of the systems supporting the community on a day to day basis exhibit characteristics 
which work against building strong and resilient communities.  For example, there is a poorly 
developed east/west connectivity in Paraparaumu and Raumati which imposes travel costs,   
The limited range of the local economic activity, much of it dependent on house construction 
and service activities also makes the District vulnerable to economic cycles. By building 
resilience on the Kāpiti Coast, communities will be more able to adapt to sudden change as 
well as long term transition to oil cost and climate change drivers. 
 
Social networks and interactions have a significant role in maintaining wellbeing and a 
community with a high level of social capital is more likely to be resilient in the face of external 
pressures and change. The District has a strong network of community groups and 
organisations and people who are directly involved in the community as volunteers which 
build and maintain social cohesion and provide wider social wellbeing and enjoyment. There 
is a desire to strengthen the social wellbeing aspects of the district and to recognise the 
importance of shared values such as care for others, inclusion, participation and cooperation. 
 
Household and community resilience can be achieved in a variety of ways such as storing 
rainwater for reuse, micro generation renewable energy systems (such as solar panels), and 
growing fruit and vegetables. However, resilience also depends on support and cooperation 
within neighbourhoods and communities. 
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The District has a major resource in the food and fibre producing potential and capacity of its 
rural lands. There is, however, a need to increase access to locally produced food or a ‘local 
food economy’, particularly in the face of rising food prices. The Council recognises the need 
to continue to focus on the productive potential of the District, encouraging local food 
production at an individual and community level to build community resilience as well as for 
economic and commercial advantage.  
 
In order to support social networks and interactions there needs to be community spaces for 
people to gather and share resources and knowledge such as farmers markets, and 
community gardens.  There is also a need to improve the appearance and quality of new 
development and the quality of the District’s town centres in particular. These have the 
potential to build a sense of community and community cohesiveness. Easy and safe access 
to these places and facilities is essential to the future of the District.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.9 Landscapes  
To protect the District’s natural landforms and valued landscapes, including: 

a) Identified Outstanding Natural features and Landscapes, Significant Amenity 
Landscapes and areas of high natural character; 

b) Stream and river corridors, including stream and river mouths, head waters 
and estuaries; 

c) Remaining coastal dunes, wetlands and native vegetation; and 
d) The landscape values of coastal hills and escarpments. 

 
 
Explanation 
Landscape is the sum of geological and environmental processes overlaid by the wide range 
of human activities. Landscape is more commonly referred to as the natural (landform, 
ecology and water bodies) and human (land use, and development) features that form the 
visible landscape. The significance of any one landscape is determined by a complex 
interaction of many factors, such as the size, shape and scarcity of a landscape feature within 
Kāpiti or New Zealand. The significance of a landscape may also be influenced by the extent 
that people value features and areas, for both their intrinsic qualities and the way they 
experience the environment. Some landscapes and features have strong cultural and 
historical associations. Many landscapes, while they cannot be regarded as outstanding, 
have significant values that are important to the community and that contribute to the 
particular character and amenity values of the area. 
 
Kāpiti Coast landscapes are an important local identifier for sense of place and are 
particularly defined by natural landscape features such as the coastal edge, swift flowing 
rivers, bush clad Tararua Ranges, coastal plains, bush remnants, wetlands, coastal 
escarpments and coastal hills. The Kāpiti Coast District’s identity is closely associated with 
the coastal and escarpment landscapes which form the backdrop to the string of distinct low 
density urban townships and coastal plains. Many Kāpiti Coast residents place a high value 
on the view of Kāpiti Island from public places including when entering the District from the 
south along State Highway One for its scenic value, and it is a key identifier that you have 
arrived in the Kāpiti Coast District. 
 
The landscape values in the Kāpiti Coast have been affected by and are under pressure from 
development that is not sensitive to the existing landscape character and values, particularly 
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in new urban expansion areas and rural residential areas. Risks arise from earthworks and 
other landform modification and from buildings, structures that are at an inappropriate scale 
or inappropriate location and along with other services visually detract from these landscapes.  
Development, use and subdivision need to be managed in a way that avoids diminishing the 
value of these landscapes.  . 
 
Distinctive landforms can be adversely affected by earthworks undertaken for new 
subdivisions and individual residential building developments which contribute to the 
alteration of the character of the area over time. The effects of earthworks on natural 
landforms, particularly for earthworks undertaken on prominent or steep slopes, near water 
bodies or impacting waahi tapu sites need to be minimised. The Paraparaumu Town Centre 
has relatively unmodified characteristic sand dune forms that are highly valued by the 
community. The visual amenity impact of further extractive industries, such as quarrying, has 
the potential to erode the natural landscape values of the District. These activities need to be 
managed to minimise their visual impacts. Development in the District needs to be guided by 
the natural landscape to protect specific landscape values and features. 
 
Many developments undertaken across the Kāpiti Coast only have minor effects on the 
character and landscape. However as further development occurs there can be a gradual 
change in the landscape or character which results in an overall adverse impact on the 
landscape values. This occurs incrementally over an extended period and often as the result 
of numerous developments rather than as the result of one large development. As a result of 
the cumulative adverse effects there can be a loss of the district’s landscape and character 
values. The loss of natural features such as the Kāpiti Coast’s undulating dune landforms and 
native vegetation are two distinctive examples of irreversible loss of landscape and character 
values as a result of the cumulative effects of built development which did not take these 
features into account. The density and patterns of many post World War II subdivisions have 
not reflected the shape of the landform on which they are situated.  Collectively, individual 
developments and subdivisions have a contributory impact on the character or landscape in a 
locality and it is important for this to be considered and ensure that it is a positive impact. 
 
The importance of public access to valued landscapes and landscape features to the Kāpiti 
Coast community is evident by the many walkways, bridleway, cycle ways, viewing points and 
beach accessways throughout the Kāpiti Coast. The provision of public access to landscape 
features such as the coast and rivers is required under the RMA. This needs to be balanced 
with restricting access to avoid damage to features, for example; unrestricted access to 
coastal dunes may result in damage to native vegetation. 
 
Rural residential subdivision layouts should reflect landform character and the open space of 
the rural landscape, such as clustered allotments which preserve the open space rural 
character of the rural environment, although the individual allotments are at a higher density. 
Subdivision patterns determine the location of buildings and planting and therefore are a key 
determinant of whether the eventual development is consistent with the landscape and 
character and values. 
 
Landscape should be considered in conjunction with rural productivity when considering the 
use of rural land. The values of rural amenity and landscapes are often correlated with the 
primary production use of the land. Landscape, issues and impacts should be considered in 
conjunction with the retention of the productive potential of rural land and use for sustainable 
activities, including food production, ecological regeneration and, where suitable, energy 
generation. Rural production can be considered as contributing to landscape, values, and 
likewise, energy production may be considered to be a positive value that can contribute to 
the a landscape and not be at odds with existing landscape values. 
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2.10 Contaminated Land and Hazardous Facilities 
To prevent or mitigate any adverse environmental effects, including risks to human 
health, the environment and physical assets, arising from past, present or future 
facilities and activities involving the manufacture, storage, use, transportation or 
disposal of hazardous substances. 
 

 
Explanation 
The Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO) sets the minimum 
performance standards for all hazardous substances, regardless of where they are used, 
stored, transported or disposed of.   The Resource Management Act is focused on site-
specific controls on the use of land, and on managing risks to the local environment.  The two 
Acts work together.  Although controls under HSNO cannot be negated or reduced by District  
Plan requirements, District Plans can place additional requirements on land use involving 
hazardous substances where the requirements are considered warranted for the protection of 
more sensitive land uses (such as residential zones, schools and hospitals) or natural 
environments (such as water bodies, aquifers, natural protected areas or similar ecologically 
valuable resources); or for the mitigation or avoidance of the increased risk posed by locating 
a facility in an area mapped as having a natural hazard risk.     
 
Hazardous Facilities management is primarily one of risk management as the issue is one of 
dealing with potential rather than actual effects.  While the contamination of land, water or air 
is often the result of past activities, it is not the only potential adverse effect.  The 
establishment and operation of hazardous facilities also needs to consider aspects of the 
RMA beyond the narrow focus of hazardous substances management, for example: 
 

 policies, rules and regulations at national (National Policy Statements (NPS) and/or 
National Environmental Standards (NES), regional (Regional Policy Statements (RPS) 
and/or regional plans) and territorial (district plans) level; 

 
 transport and traffic issues; 

 
 landscaping matters; 

 
 amenity matters, such as noise, signage, etc; 

 
 building restrictions; and 

 
 discharges to the environment 

 
Under Section 31 of the Resource Management Act, territorial authorities have two relevant 
functions relating to hazardous substances and contaminated land.  Territorial authorities are 
required to control the actual or potential effects of the use, development or protection of land 
for the purposes of: 
 

 preventing or mitigating any adverse effects of the storage, use, disposal or transport 
of hazardous substances; and 

 
 preventing or mitigating any adverse effects of the development, subdivision or use of 

contaminated land. 
 
The storage, use, disposal or transport of hazardous substances is part of many industrial, 
commercial and rural activities of the District.  Hazardous substances are a part of everyday 
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life, and can be toxic, corrosive, flammable, highly reactive, or environmentally damaging. 
The use, storage and transport of hazardous substances and the inappropriate location and 
management of hazardous facilities can result in adverse effects on the environment, physical 
assets (in particular, infrastructure associated with water supply, sanitation and waste 
facilities, drainage and transport) and risks to the public health of communities within the 
district. 
 
Contaminated land management deals with the clean-up, remediation and re-use of land 
which is already contaminated.   The National Environmental Standard for Assessing and 
Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health, 2011, which the Council is 
responsible for giving effect to and enforcing, is applicable to this topic. 
 
The Ministry for the Environment’s Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) is a 
compilation of activities and industries that are considered likely to cause land contamination 
resulting from hazards substance use, storage or disposal.  The HAIL is intended to identify 
most situations in New Zealand where hazardous substances could cause, and in some 
cases have caused, land contamination.  The HAIL is used to consistently report on site 
history and for identifying sites for inclusion on Regional Council’s Selected Land Use 
Register (SLUR).  Many of the activities identified in the HAIL include production or 
manufacture, and for this reason manufacture is referenced in the Objective.   
 
Hazardous substances can contaminate land when discharges occur and are not cleaned up. 
The inappropriate storage, use or disposal of hazardous substances in the past has resulted 
in a number of known contaminated sites in the district. Contaminated land is defined in the 
RMA as land that ‘has a hazardous substance in or on it that has significant adverse effect on 
the environment or is reasonably likely to have significant adverse effects on the 
environment’. 
 
Contamination of an area of land may, in turn, result in contamination of other land, sediment, 
air, groundwater or surface water, both at the source of contamination and at locations 
remote from the source through migration of the hazardous substance. Activities occurring on 
contaminated or potentially contaminated land pose risks to human health and the wider 
environment with the degree of risk often unknown until an assessment is made. The actual 
and potential effects and risks that contaminated land poses vary according to:  
 

 the scale, history, nature and location of the contaminant source relative to potential 
receptors (ecosystems, plants, animals, people); and 

 
 the exposure scenario (e.g. how the target receptor might come into contact with a 

hazardous substance).  Exposure pathways include direct contact, ingestion, 
absorption, inhalation or contact with vapours. 

 
Soils and sediments are sinks for many contaminating substances and often can only be 
improved in a reasonable time if an active clean-up operation is performed.  The remediation, 
use, development (including re-development) and subdivision of contaminated land may 
increase the risk of exposing people and the environment to contaminants as both 
remediation and the development of land can mobilise previously contained contaminants.   
 
Where contamination is evident, the site can be either remediated, through the removal or 
treatment of material, or the contamination contained. Alternatively, contaminated land can be 
managed so that it does not pose an unacceptable risk to current or future owners, occupiers 
and/or users of the land. The on-going management of contaminants on land needs to be 
adequate to protect the reasonably foreseeable needs of present and future owners, 
occupiers and users. Poorly implemented risk management plans and poorly managed 
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information can result in uninformed land use decisions and expose people and the 
environment to unacceptable risks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.11 Character and Amenity 
To protect the unique character of the District’s distinct communities so that 
residents and visitors enjoy: 

a) relaxed, unique and distinct village identities and predominantly low-density 
residential environments characterised by the presence of mature vegetation, 
a variety of built forms, the retention of landforms and unique community 
identities; 

b) vibrant, lively town centres supported by higher density residential and mixed 
use environments; 

c) neighbourhood centres, village communities and employment areas 
characterised by high levels of amenity, accessibility and convenience; 

d) productive and attractive rural areas, characterised by openness, natural 
landforms, areas and corridors of indigenous vegetation, and primary 
production activities; and 

e) a high amenity interface between living and working environments and 
between potentially conflicting land uses. 

 
 
Explanation 
The Kāpiti Coast consists of a series of unique centres along the coast, each with their own 
character but linked by a common lifestyle focused on the beaches, natural areas and 
enjoyment of low key living.  The character of development in the district is typified by the 
distinct villages and townships located on the coastal plain between the beach and the 
Tararua Ranges. Added to this, the Kāpiti Coast has a wealth of heritage places throughout 
the District, including places with natural, built, cultural, archaeological, geological, and 
heritage values. 
 
Character is the distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of natural and/or human 
elements which create a distinctive collective identity or sense of place. Amenity values are 
those environmental characteristics of an area that contribute to the pleasantness and 
attractiveness of that area as a place to live, work or visit. In general, the combined amenity 
values of an area go towards defining the character of that area. 
 
Many factors contribute to the perception of an area’s amenity values. These values derive 
from a range of environmental characteristics, including the built form, such as scale, density, 
appearance, and age of buildings, as well as from the absence of buildings and the 
naturalness of an area. Other important contributors to amenity values include the level and 
types of noise, privacy, access to sunlight and types of odour. In general, the combined 
amenity values of an area go towards defining the character of that area. Amenity values in 
the district vary from location to location, and largely depend upon the perceived character of 
each area. These differences are important factors in determining which environmental 
characteristics may be acceptable in one area while not in another. 
 
Character and amenity are significantly influenced by built form and development. The 
character and amenity values of the district are coming under threat from development that is 
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not sensitive to the existing values, particularly in new urban expansion areas, infill residential 
areas and rural residential areas. 
 
Ōtaki has the role of a rural service town and is unique for its tangata whenua presence and 
for its post-European history, including Chinese settlers.  Ōtaki has a number of distinct 
areas, consisting of Ōtaki Beach, the main town centre, the Railway area, the Waitohu 
Plateau and the industrial lands. The shape and form of Ōtaki has been influenced by the 
Ōtaki River and the various streams flowing through the town. The overlying residential 
character is low density with wide streets. The challenge for Ōtaki is maintaining the overall 
character of the town and its local areas, in particular the low key feel of the Ōtaki Beach 
Area. 
 
Paekākāriki has a low density, beach settlement or village character with a unique rail 
settlement history. The coastal escarpment, the Tararua Ranges and the beach edge shape 
the village with Queen Elizabeth Park to the north. Paekākāriki is vulnerable to a change in 
character, should redevelopment of residential sites occur. The challenge for Paekākāriki will 
be maintaining the scale and character of the village while encouraging a more viable and 
stable commercial area. 
 
The beach settlement of Raumati is where the old dune landforms have largely been 
retained. The settlement has a low density village feel and has strong connections with the 
beach and Queen Elizabeth Park. The major issues for Raumati are maintaining the scale 
and style of domestic buildings and supporting the distinctive local centres. 
 
Paraparaumu comprises a large area of relatively low density housing tied together by 
Paraparaumu Beach and Paraparaumu Town Centre. The Waikanae Estuary is an important 
natural feature to the north and the coastal hills and escarpment have a strong influence on 
the communities to the east of the railway line. The area is bisected by State Highway 1 with 
Kāpiti Road as a major east/west route. There are significant retirement villages in 
Paraparaumu and the Paraparaumu Airport forms a significant feature of the town. The major 
challenge for Paraparaumu Beach is to improve the vibrancy and viability of the centre while 
avoiding a change in scale along the coastal edge. For other areas there is a need to restore 
and protect the estuary and river.  The major challenge for the development of Paraparaumu 
Town Centre will be achieving a town centre where the scale and form of development is 
sympathetic to the character of the District and local natural landform and which results in a 
lively and vibrant place. 
 
Otaihanga is characterised by a quiet low density area which is set apart from the main urban 
area. It is strongly linked to the river. The major issue for Otaihanga is maintaining this 
character while providing for improved cross river access. 
 
Waikanae has a number of distinctive low density areas. Waikanae beach has a ‘bach’ 
character in some areas with a large lagoon, the estuary mouth for the river and Waimanu 
Stream. Waikanae Garden precinct has large lots and distinctive extensive gardens and 
Waikanae East has the remnants of the old commercial centre. Waikanae North retains many 
of the dune and bush features which have been lost from other parts of the district. 
 
The coastal villages of Te Horo and Peka Peka are low density, low scale settlements which 
have grown out of weekend bach use. The challenge for Te Horo and Peka Peka is to 
maintain their character as they come under increasing pressure to expand. 
 
A significant area of the District is productive and attractive rural areas, with a backdrop of the 
Tararua Ranges. The rural areas are characterised by openness, natural landforms, areas 
and corridors of indigenous vegetation, and primary production activities. The major 
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challenges for the district is protecting this rural character from pressures for urban expansion 
and rural lifestyle living.  
 
 
 
 

2.12 Housing Choice and Affordability  
To meet diverse community needs by increasing the amount of housing that: 

a) is of densities, locations, types, attributes, size and tenure that meets the 
social and economic well-being needs of households in suitable urban and 
rural locations; 

b) is affordable and adequate for lower income households; and 
c) can respond to the changing needs of residents, regardless of age, mobility, 

health or lifestyle preference, 
 

while enhancing the amenity of living environments and contributing to the 
sustainability of communities and compatibility with the goals of environmental 
sustainability, in particular resource, water and energy efficiency. 
 

 
Explanation 
The housing stock within the Kāpiti Coast is primarily detached dwellings in a low density 
environment with detached housing forming 82% of the housing stock in the District (Statistics 
NZ 2006).  It is dominated by three-bedroom family housing.  Some limited supply of attached 
and higher density dwellings exist in selected areas.  With a relatively high proportion of older 
persons in the District, the housing stock also includes a significant number of retirement 
villages and rest homes.  This lack of choice imposes costs on households.   
 
The housing needs of the District’s communities are changing in accordance with changing 
demographic profiles, economic capacity and household structures.  There is a need for the 
District’s housing stock to be more responsive to changing household formation and size 
patterns and to offer more choice.  
 
In particular, population projections provide strong signals that Kāpiti Coast District’s currently 
aging population will continue to expand relative to other age groups, over the coming 30 
years. No matter what economic future may eventuate, it seems certain that the District will 
contain a large retired sector, and planning for housing and the urban environment needs to 
recognise this.  This includes housing which is adaptable to the needs of residents as they 
change over time, such as the adoption of universal design principles. 
 
Housing affordability encompasses the full costs associated with housing, including housing 
payments (rent/mortgage), operating costs (heating/electricity) and transport costs.  As a 
result, housing affordability is affected by factors including the operating energy efficiency, 
location in relation to employment and services and size and design relative to the needs of 
the household.  However, the affordability of housing within the District is also governed by 
many factors beyond the control of the District Plan. 
 
The District is also attracting a range of working households, partly due to improved transport 
links with central Wellington, but also due to the reasonably affordable housing stock present. 
The key segment of the community within the District likely to be affected by housing 
affordability concerns are working households on modest incomes and single-person 
households. To maintain options into the future to expand the District’s workforce, there is a 
need to consider housing options for these households. 
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The provision of a range of housing types and built forms within the living environment can be 
achieved within a high amenity environment.  Poor design of subdivision patterns and 
housing can lead to low amenity environments, particularly in high density or mixed use 
environments as environmental nuisances are less able to be absorbed within the locality.  A 
high quality design does not have to result in expensive development and can produce 
affordable housing which meets the needs of households in a quality amenity environment. 
 
 
 
 
 

2.13 Infrastructure and Services  
To ensure the efficient development, maintenance and operation of an adequate level 
of social and physical infrastructure and services throughout the district that meets 
the needs of the community, and builds stronger community and ecological 
resilience, while minimising potentially adverse environmental effects. 
 

 
Explanation 
Infrastructure is the physical structures and networks that support and provide essential 
services to the communities of the district. The efficient use and management of infrastructure 
has the potential to greatly affect economic productivity, environmental outcomes and a 
community’s sense of wellbeing, while contributing significantly to a community’s health and 
safety.  The benefits of this infrastructure to the functioning of the district are therefore 
substantial.   
 
The infrastructure of the district includes: 
 

 electricity and telecommunication systems (network utilities) which generally consist of 
a bulk supply installation connecting to a local distribution or collection network, for 
example: 

 
- high pressure natural gas pipeline; 
 
- telecommunication and radio communication facilities; 

 
- a range of electricity distribution and transmission networks, including support 

structures, substations, and lines for local and national distribution, 
transmission and supply.  

 
 networks associated with water supply, sanitation and waste facilities, and drainage 

including underground pipes and a network of pump stations, wastewater treatment 
plants, water abstraction and treatment plants, numerous attenuation ponds and soak 
pits; 

 
 transport structures and facilities including roads, rail, walkways, cycleways, 

bridleways and the Paraparaumu Airport; 
 

 social infrastructure including community halls, schools, health services, and 
community and sports facilities. 

 
It is recognised that the District shares boundaries with six other district Councils and it is 
important to acknowledge the importance of the network utility and State Highway 

Last Amended 29 November 2012  - [2-26] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Objectives 

infrastructure linkages crossing these boundaries and to ensure the appropriate integration, 
coordination and safeguarding of such assets. 
 
The importance of consistency across district boundaries has been recognised in the 
development of Resource Management (National Policy Statement (NPS) and National 
Environmental Standards (NES) for telecommunication facilities) Regulations 2008 and 
Resource Management (National Policy Statement (NPS) and National Environmental 
Standards (NES) for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009. These regulations 
are binding and enforceable and must be read in conjunction with Rules in the District Plan. 
The NES for Telecommunication Facilities applies to telecommunication equipment cabinets 
and antennas located within road reserves; while the NES for Electricity Transmission 
Activities only applies to activities related to the operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation 
or removal of an existing transmission line of the National Grid owned and operated by 
Transpower New Zealand Ltd. 
 
While infrastructure can have significant local, regional and national benefits, it is recognised 
that the nature of some infrastructure generates adverse environmental effects. These effects 
may result from activities involved in establishing the infrastructure, be generated by the 
infrastructure itself, or be associated with the maintenance and operation of the infrastructure. 
Such activities may adversely affect landscape values, ecological resources, indigenous 
vegetation, amenity, streetscape, heritage and public health and safety. There is also the 
potential for some activities undertaken in the vicinity of infrastructure to lead to adverse 
reverse sensitivity effects which may impinge upon public health and safety. 
 
There can be logistical or technical constraints on where infrastructure must be located to 
serve communities and to enable it to operate efficiently.  The provision of infrastructure 
should also be integrated with urban growth activities.  Council seeks to ensure the benefits 
of infrastructure are recognised and appropriately weighed along with the logistical, technical 
and environmental constraints in any decision-making processes. 
 
Network infrastructure associated with water supply, sanitation and drainage is a significant 
resource for the district and the costs of maintenance and upgrading this resource has 
substantial consequences for the communities of the district.  The need to upgrade 
infrastructure to accommodate new development has a significant cumulative effect on the 
physical resources of the district, in addition to the environmental impacts in the immediate 
vicinity of the developed site. Developments may necessitate significant modification of the 
overall network and can lead to significant adverse effects on the receiving environment (i.e. 
sewage / stormwater) or resources (i.e. water). Increasing concern about social, 
environmental and cultural sustainability is driving changes and improvements in the 
performance of infrastructure services. 
 
 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012  - [2-27] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Objectives 

 

2.14 Access and Transport 
To ensure that the transport system in the Kāpiti Coast District: 

a) integrates with urban form and maximises accessibility; 
b) Improves the efficiency of travel and maximises mode choice to enable people 

to act sustainably as well as improving the resilience and health of 
communities;  

c) contributes to a strong economy; 
d) minimises adverse effects on land uses and vice versa; and 
e) is safe, fit for purpose, cost effective and provides good connectivity for all 

communities. 
 
Explanation 
The road and rail network, together with the Kāpiti Coast Airport and pedestrian and 
cycleways, comprise the district’s main transport infrastructure. The urban centres and 
communities of the district have developed around the transport routes established by the 
highway and railway which provide the main linkages between the urban centres of the 
district.  
 
The current pattern and scale of movement in the district is heavily dependent on motor 
vehicles powered by fossil fuels. This dependency has a number of adverse consequences 
for the long term viability of transportation and for the environment. These adverse effects will 
become increasingly more prevalent as a result of global issues and pressures including 
climate change and peak oil. There is a need to increase transport efficiencies by increasing 
the use and efficiency of public transport, increasing walking and cycling and minimising the 
need to travel through better integration of transport and landuse planning. 
 
The Council’s Sustainable Transport Strategy (2008) sets out a long term view of the future 
options and opportunities in light of the impacts of peak oil, climate change and national and 
regional transport initiatives. The objective of the strategy is to create a physical transport 
system that is attractive, affordable, connected, responsive, safe and offers effective mode 
choice so that it enables people to act in a sustainable way. The Council also has a 
Streetscape Strategy and Guideline which seeks to help: 
 

 establish a clear vision for different streets and the character of specific areas; 
 
 ensure a clear understanding of all factors affecting streetscapes, and the impact 

streetscape design can have on surrounding environments and choice of travel mode; 
 
 minimise future conflicts between different users of streets; 

 
 give guidance on what is both possible and desirable within different parts of the 

towns; 
 

 establish the most efficient way to minimise effects on the environment; 
 
 establish vehicular, pedestrian, and cycle safety and prioritisation of different transport 

modes appropriate to the use and character of individual roads; 
 
 create a distinctive character that is supported by the community including iwi and 

other stakeholders; 
 
 simplify the decision-making processes related to street upgrades and allocation of 

funds; and 
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 give more robust guidance in the subdivision consent process on what are appropriate 

minimum standards for new roads. 
 
The Streetscape Strategy and guideline is specific to the urban environment and supports the 
assessment of subdivision consents and street upgrades. The District Plan is a key 
instrument to implement the Sustainable Transport Strategy and the Streetscape Strategy. 
 
An efficient and effective transportation network is critical to the functioning of the district, to 
move people, goods and services in a safe and effective manner. Poor land-use decisions 
which are not linked to the capacity of the transport network can create problems for the 
overall system.  Equally, transport infrastructure is a major shaper of the broad patterns and 
character of urban areas and can if poorly managed and located create pressure for new 
development in areas which create inefficient demand for community investment in other 
infrastructure.  Regard must be had for the interrelationship between land use activities and 
the transport infrastructure. Decisions about urban form and the location of land use activities 
are all interconnected, and are all crucial in terms of reducing infrastructure costs and 
environmental damage.  
 
The rail corridor is also a key part of District’s transportation network, and therefore its 
efficient and safe operation must be protected from potential adverse effects of activities. 
Council’s role with regard to rail transport is largely an advocacy role. The development of the 
railway network is the subject of existing designations for the land use and is determined by 
the railway operator - Kiwi Rail. The provision of passenger rail services is supported by 
Regional Council funding. Council supports the maintenance and enhancement of the rail 
services for both passengers and industry. The District Plan addresses, where appropriate 
these services through facilitating associated facilities.   However, smart land-use 
management decisions, particular in the location of residential activities and the management 
of urban densities, along with maximising access to rail stations can help support and 
increase the viability and returns on rail investment.    
 
The Council, in conjunction with interested community groups, individuals and landowners 
has developed an indicative cycleway, walkway and bridleway network. The community have 
a strong interest in such a system and the Council has committed to significant 
implementation of the network. A key issue for the Council is to ensure the CWB network is 
considered and incorporated into the design of subdivisions and resource consents and in the 
design and development of the roading network, parks and reserves. 
 
The specific resource management issues relating to access and transport in the District are: 
  

 ensuring equitable access to services by all;  
 
 availability of public transport alternatives and a Cycling, Walking and Bridleway 

(CWB) network for residents of the district to travel between and within communities of 
the district;  

 
 future of State Highway 1 and the proposed Expressway in terms of separating 

through traffic on roads of the district from local traffic, traffic generation of 
Expressway interchanges (on local road transport network) and increased demand for 
commercial development at the interchanges;  

 
 need for high quality State Highway network which connects safely and efficiently with 

the district road network through appropriate arterial routes;  
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 the need for and effects of additional transport linkages between and within 
communities of the district;  

 
 the effects of subdivision and development on the transport network and vice versa; 
 
 traffic congestion and hazards at key road intersections;  
 
 road damage and noise from heavy vehicles travelling through the district (and more 

acutely in the urban areas); 
 
 transport system dangers and conflicts over conflicting modes and land uses (e.g. 

cyclists commuting on SH1 and local shops requiring access to/from SH1); 
 
 adverse effects of other activities on the safety and efficient use of the State Highway 

system for traffic movement throughout the district; 
 

 demand for access to and between recreational open spaces, including the Cycling, 
Walking and Bridleway (CWB) network; 

 
 the future of Kāpiti Airport and the Paraparaumu Town Centre and effects on the safe 

and efficient operation of the surrounding development and associated activities. 
 
 consolidating infill, mixed use and higher density developments near public transport 

hubs (e.g. Railway stations and bus routes) to increase more sustainable modes of 
transport and reduce the demand for more private motor vehicle trips. 

 
The Kāpiti Airport is a valued transport asset for the District. The main resource management 
issues associated with the airport are:  
 

a) providing an optimum balance between allowing for reasonable noise associated with 
aviation activities, and managing the adverse effects on surrounding occupiers; 

 
b) controlling noise sensitive activities within the Zone; 
 
c) managing the relationship between the Airport and the surrounding area, for example 

through the provision of a buffer between the site and surrounding areas; 
 
d) establishing open space and public access generally within the Airport Zone, subject 

to safety and operational considerations, and establishing links with existing 
Cycleways, Walkways and Bridleways linkages; 

 
e) managing development, including the timing of development, so that it occurs with 

appropriate provision for infrastructure and services, including upgrades to transport 
and infrastructure; 

 
f) managing development to avoid, remedy and mitigate the effects of airport 

development on transport and service infrastructure; 
 
g) managing environmental effects including protection of the Wharemauku Stream, 

stormwater, flooding and water quality issues, and potential for protecting and 
enhancing the biodiversity within the site; 

 
h) airport safety; 
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i) providing appropriately for the archaeological and tangata whenua values associated 
with the Airport, particularly in respect of the area to the south of Wharemauku 
Stream and in the area to the west of Magrath Avenue; 

 
j) ensure that commercial activities provided at the Airport are compatible with airport 

operations, and do not compete with the role and function of the Paraparaumu District 
Centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.15 Incentives 
To support and encourage development (including subdivision) that demonstrates a 
permanent net environmental benefit, in the areas of water quality, biodiversity and 
energy, significantly beyond the minimum levels required by this Plan. 
 

 
Explanation 
The Council wishes to encourage settlement which goes beyond basic requirements or 
actions to avoid, remedy or mitigate the effects of a proposal to a point where a development 
can provide a significant shift forward or contribution to improvement to the District.  It wishes 
to do so in four areas: increasing the biodiversity levels of the District, particularly in degraded 
environments; improving water quality, achieving higher levels of building energy efficiency 
than anything required by the Building Act and encourage use of on-site renewable energy 
technologies.    
 
The Council recognises the role of development incentives in encouraging significant and 
permanent benefit to the natural environment with regard to biodiversity, water quality and 
energy use which are significant issues for the District. Council is prepared to consider a 
number of development incentives for opportunities to increase the scale of development 
where developments go above and beyond what is already required of them to mitigate the 
effects of the activity on the environment in terms of biodiversity, water quality or energy.  
 
As well as contributing to the District’s natural character and having intrinsic values, a healthy 
biodiversity provides us with life’s essentials. Biodiversity, ecosystems and the natural 
environment have all come under increasing pressure from both ecological threats such as 
pests and development threats such as ecosystem destruction from subdivision and land use 
activities. The Council may consider development bonuses where the applicant has 
demonstrated that, for example, the restoration of degraded habitats will be undertaken which 
will result in a substantial net benefit with regard to biodiversity.  
 
Directly related to biodiversity, fresh water is integral to our health, wellbeing, livelihood and 
culture. People value freshwater for many reasons, it helps to drive our economy, defines our 
natural environment and sustains ecosystems. Activities on land, can adversely affect the 
quality of water thereby compromising the life supporting capacity of water bodies. The 
Council may consider development bonuses where the applicant has demonstrated that, for 
example, the establishment and physical and legal protection of a riparian margin, which will 
result in a substantial net benefit with regard to water quality.  
 
The Kāpiti Coast faces several major long term energy challenges, including tackling carbon 
emissions. There is a clear need to improve energy efficiency and conservation, and 
maximise the use of renewable energy resources. The path to creating a more sustainable 
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energy future is through using energy more efficiently and generating more energy from 
renewable sources. The Council may consider development bonuses where the applicant has 
demonstrated that; for example, using insulation higher than what is required under the 
Building Code in a residential development or other permanent design features, which will 
result in a substantial net benefit with regard to renewable electricity generation, and/or 
energy efficiency and conservation. 
 
This objective intends that these initiatives are permanently locked in via use of a range of 
legal instruments.   
 
The exact package of incentives is likely to vary from site to site and will be determined 
through negotiation between landowners, developers and the Council and using Development 
Bonus Guidelines. In general, the requirement for applicants to exhibit a ‘substantial’ net 
benefit means that the associated enhancement must be in the vicinity four (or more) times 
the outcome anticipated under the status quo. In general, the area or site to which the activity 
applies should also be the area or site to which the benefit and bonus will be available.  
 
By encouraging activities to provide a significant and permanent benefit to the natural 
environment in terms of biodiversity, water quality and energy by offering increased scales of 
development the objective gives effect to section 6 of the RMA which requires Council to 
recognise and provide for  the preservation of the natural character of wetlands, lakes and 
rivers, and their margins, and the protection of them from inappropriate use, subdivision and 
development as a matter of national importance.  The Act also requires the Council to provide 
for the protection of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous 
fauna. In addition, a function of District Councils under the Act is the control of any effects of 
the use, development, or protection of land, for the purpose of maintaining indigenous 
biological diversity. The benefits to be derived from the use and development of renewable 
energy must be had regard to by the Council under the Act and the Council must give effect 
to the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation. The Objective also 
gives effect to the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement with regard to the restoration of 
degraded coastal habitats. 
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2.16 Economic Vitality 
To promote sustainable and on-going economic development of the local economy 
with improved number and quality of jobs and investment through: 

a) encouraging business activities in appropriate locations within the district, 
principally through differentiating and managing various types of business 
activities both on the basis of the activity, and the potential local and strategic 
effects of their operation; 

b) reinforcing a compact, well designed and sustainable regional form supported 
by an integrated transport network; 

c) enabling opportunities to make the economy more resilient and diverse; 
d) providing opportunities for the growth of a low carbon economy, including 

clean technology; 
e) protecting business activities from reverse sensitivity effects and enhance the 

amenity of business activities; and 
f) enhancing the amenity of business areas 

 
whilst: 

a) ensuring that economic growth and development is able to be efficiently 
serviced by infrastructure; 

b) encouraging commercial consolidation and the co-location of community 
services and facilities primarily within the Paraparaumu Sub Regional Centre 
and Town Centres; 

c) managing contamination, pollution, odour, hazardous substances, noise and 
glare, and requiring enhanced levels of amenity values as associated with 
business activities. 

 
 
Explanation 
The Kāpiti Coast has a narrow economic base which is largely reliant on retail, the aged care 
and social services sector, and the residential construction sector for employment. The 
District’s centres are heavily skewed to retail activity with limited business services and other 
activity. This makes them very reliant on the fortunes of the housing market and constraints 
on retail spend. The issues for the District are: 

 
 difficulty in maintaining and enhancing the District’s centres. The District’s centres are 

important as points of investment, as transport nodes and as places of community and 
civic focus;  

 
 pressure to maintain high levels of development and urban growth as a way of 

maintaining businesses and employment; 
 
 limited job opportunities which results in young people leaving the District and large 

numbers of people commuting to Wellington for work. 
 

There is a desire to create more employment in the District and to broaden the range of jobs 
available. A larger and more diverse local economy is less subject to external shocks such as 
peak oil, volatility in price and supply of other essential resources, and the need to fund 
expensive climate change adaptation measures. Economic development results in interesting 
and rewarding jobs and careers and it becomes easier for the community to afford amenities 
and infrastructure. Job creation, wealth attraction and greater district self-sufficiency in 
employment will better secure the future of the Kāpiti Coast residents. 
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Specifically, the Council sees a future economic growth aspiration of the District as a place of 
creativity and innovation.  This prospect would be based on a sustainable District economy 
that is led by industries at the forefront of the business world of tomorrow, where new and 
emerging technology is welcomed and used, where entrepreneurs can work with like minded 
people to develop clean technology, and where people in the district are employed locally in 
good quality jobs.  Council’s role in achieving this future includes supporting the Otaki Clean 
Technology Centre and the establishment of a Clean Technology Trust and its development 
of a Technology Park.  The District Plan must strike a balance between enabling such activity 
and managing potential adverse effects attributed to it. 
 
The District has a major resource in the food and fibre producing potential and capacity of its 
rural lands. These resources have the potential to support the development of a larger 
horticulture sector and a sustainable local food economy. Consideration should therefore also 
be given to the rural environment. The District’s economy could benefit from a deliberate 
effort to add value to products made or grown in the District in order to improve the return per 
hour of labour invested. The Council recognises the importance of its role in controlling land 
use to enable and facilitate new opportunities to grow the local food economy. 
 
The centres of the district provide a base from which business and a wide range of other 
commercial and related amenities operate. The Development Management Strategy 2007 
identifies the district’s centres play a major role well beyond being a simple location for retail 
and civic activities. Improving the range of activities that take place in the district’s centres 
and improving their appearance and liveability will benefit the District in the following ways: 
 

 increase the sense of belonging and commitment to live and invest locally; 
 
 increase investment flows and opportunities for business; 
 
 provide local employment; 
 
 support passenger  transport hubs and increase access to local businesses; and 
 
 increase housing choice for the workforce. 

 
The District is faced with the on-going challenge of the need to take into account the changing 
regional, national and global context. Such changes include increasing scarcity and cost of 
fossil fuels and the transition to a low carbon economy. This presents opportunities for the 
district to build on traditional areas of strength as well as new areas such as local value 
added food production. Further, increasing fuel costs will increase the need for local 
employment and new businesses in the district’s centres. 
 
Part of sustainable development is enabling people and communities to provide for their 
economic wellbeing. Economic development makes an important contribution to delivering a 
thriving and resilient future for the Kāpiti Coast. There is a need however, to achieve a 
balance between social, economic, cultural and environmental wellbeing in the sustainable 
development of the district. The local economy and economic growth should, as far as 
possible, avoid environmental harm and develop within the basic capacity and thresholds of 
natural resources to support such growth. 
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2.17 Centres 
To have vibrant, safe and economically viable centres that function as key 
employment and economic nodes and as a focus for social and community life, as 
public transport and local service hubs, and as places for living, entertainment and 
recreation that: 

a) provide the primary focus for commercial and community activities within 
the district; 

b) support community cohesion and a sense of place; 
c) reinforce a compact, well designed and sustainable district and regional 

form, through promoting and reinforcing a close proximity and good 
accessibility between living, business and employment areas. 

d) encourage economic, employment opportunities and business activities in a 
manner which promotes: 

i) the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre as the principal commercial, 
cultural, civic and tourist Centre for Kāpiti Coast district, to be 
developed in a manner that 

a. achieves an integrated and compact town centre, linking all 
Precinct’s through a permeable transport environment and a 
high quality building environment; 

b. provides for a broad range of mutually compatible activities 
and employment opportunities that are integrated with public 
transport;  

c. is supported by opportunities for moderate density residential 
living; and  

d. consolidates commercial and community activities within 
Precincts ‘A’ and ‘B’;  

ii) the District’s Town Centres at a scale and form that provides the 
urban focus for the commercial, tourism, education, entertainment, 
community and civic activities as well as opportunities for medium 
density residential living, where these meet the needs of the 
surrounding township community. 

iii) the District’s local centres to provide for commercial activities, within 
a residential context, to primarily serve the local convenience, 
community and commercial needs of the surrounding residential 
community. 

 
 
Explanation 
The District has a number of centres of varying scale, ranging from those with a sub-regional 
and district wide influence to those with a neighbourhood function. The Kāpiti Coast’s urban 
form reflects its history of small coastal bach settlements and the centres that grew up along 
the railway line. The historic village identity of the settlements in the District is closely tied to 
the individual identities of many of the centres in the District.  
 
These centres are where the exchange of goods and services and associated land-use 
effects are concentrated. They also have a significant social component as a focus of many 
community activities, and the physical amenity and character of these areas is crucial to the 
perceptions people have of the urban communities and district as a whole. This includes the 
visual appearance, convenience and safety of buildings and physical setting and variety of 
activities/mixed uses in close proximity in each centre. 
 
The Local Outcomes Statements for each community across the Kāpiti Coast sets out their 
desire to retain the coherence of their neighbourhood character and to retain a valued sense 
of place. A key challenge for the District is to ensure that development enhances the local 
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sense of place which people can strongly associate with and feel part of. New development in 
centres does not have to replicate existing conditions to achieve a sense of place and 
sometimes, it is just as important to add new elements to the built environment and to 
stimulate the development of a ‘future context’. 
 
The District’s centres support activities outside of usual retail and office business hours. 
Mixed use buildings provide a variety of activities within town centres. An ongoing issue for 
the Council is to ensure that buildings are located and designed to be suitable to the use mix 
and ensuring privacy and noise mitigation. Mixed use development within the centres is 
preferred in locations which are close to public transport and open space.  
 
The role of each of the centres within the District is set out in the centres hierarchy. 
Development that is inconsistent with the role of a centre could weaken the role and viability 
of other centres in the hierarchy and may have a range of adverse effects including 
cumulative effects, on both the centre and other centres within the District. Specific 
consideration needs to be given to the effect of developments which may affect the viability 
and vitality of the District’s centres. 
 
Commercial, in particular retail activities are largely restricted outside identified centres. There 
are numerous adverse effects of dispersed and out of centre business development, 
including:  
 

 increased demand on the transport network due to the increased number and length 
of trips required to access dispersed activities; 

 
 loss of accessibility to services and facilities due to dispersed nature not being 

efficient for public transport service; and 
 

 loss of economic agglomeration benefits resulting from the co-location of 
complementary activities.  

 
Further adverse effects include  increased environmental nuisances affecting sensitive land 
uses such as residential areas, declining amenity values in centres, inefficient use of existing 
infrastructure provided in identified centres and working zones, reduced certainty of re-
investment in public infrastructure and public investment in identified centres and working 
zones. 
 
The extent and range of commercial activities provided for within the District’s Industrial 
Zones, including the Airport Zone, is limited to manage reverse sensitivity issues, scarcity of 
the industrial land resource, and ensure that such areas avoid adverse effects on the function 
and amenity of the Paraparaumu Sub Regional Centre and Town Centres.   
 
The distribution and location of business activity plays a key role in the form and growth of the 
district’s urban areas. Business activity is vital to the effective and efficient functioning of the 
Community through providing for social and economic well-being. Intervention with regard to 
the distribution, scale and function of business activity is critical to promote sustainable 
resource management and the integrated management of effects. Such intervention is 
therefore undertaken for two reasons: 
 

(a)  a distribution of business activity that integrates with strategic and community 
infrastructure, and existing residential and town centre and industrial environments is 
more likely to secure desired outcomes  and sustainably manage effects; and  
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(b) that if left unimpeded, resulting development patterns, despite the extent and scale of 
growth pressures, are likely to produce adverse environmental effects, and costs to 
the community.  

 
The grouping of a wide range of facilities in integrated centres will benefit the community by 
encouraging economic and shared use of facilities, providing a meeting place for communities 
and encouraging ready access by both public and private transport.   
 
An ongoing challenge for the Council is ensuring the consolidation and intensification of 
business activities to enable the development of vibrant and viable centres and the efficient 
use of infrastructure and facilities. Compact and well designed centres also promote the 
efficient use of energy and reduction of vehicle emissions. 
 
An efficient urban form is also one which is easily accessed by active, public and private 
transport modes. A centre which is easily accessed ensures that the community and 
catchment it serves is able to access and support the businesses and facilities within the 
centre.  
 
Pedestrian priority in centres means high traffic generating activities need to be carefully 
managed. Supermarkets, shopping malls and department stores are all forms of retail activity 
which are high generators of vehicle traffic. Development should be located and designed in 
such a way that potential adverse effects on the road network, particularly traffic movement, 
efficiency and safety, and adverse effects on pedestrians and passenger transport users are 
appropriately managed.  
 
The level of amenity provided by developments can influence the success of a centre as a 
destination for the local and wider community.  Built form that is conscious of the local 
surroundings and heritage contributes to a high level of amenity within the centre.  Where 
communities and businesses have a choice of centres to patronise or invest in, the level of 
amenity significantly contributes to the viability of the centre.   
 
The streetscape is the key location for public interaction within centres and the interface 
between the transport network and the businesses.   The development of a high quality public 
streetscape is critical to the development of a high amenity and accessible environment and 
therefore a vibrant and economically viable centre. 
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2.18 Open Spaces / Active Communities 
To have a rich and diverse network of open spaces that: 

a) is developed, used and maintained in a manner that does not give rise to 
significant adverse effects on the natural and physical environment; 

b) protects the District’s cultural, ecological and amenity values, while allowing 
for the enhancement of the quality of open space areas; 

c) supports the identity, health, cohesion and resilience of the District’s 
communities; and 

d) ensures that the present and future recreational and open space needs of the 
District are met. 

 
 
Explanation 
The District’s network of open space is diverse, and covers a broad expanse of public and 
private land.  Council’s Open Space Strategy (2012) recognises the defining feature of open 
space as areas which “people can move through…without fear of challenge, even though 
there may be a level of restriction on what they can do on it.” As part of its core asset 
management function, the Council acquires, maintains and enhances a number of these 
spaces for public use, including: 
 

 local neighbourhood parks; 
 

 sports grounds and playgrounds; 
 
 bush and coastal reserves; 
 
 cemeteries, destination parks, utility and other reserves 

 
In addition, large areas of open spaces in Kāpiti are managed by other public entities, 
including Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Department of Conservation.  The 
former administers Queen Elizabeth Park, a 650 hectare reserve linking Paekākāriki to 
Raumati. The most significant open space areas of the District – Kāpiti Island and Tararua 
Forest Park – are managed by the Department of Conservation.   
 
These features are major contributors to Kāpiti Coast’s recreational and conservation values 
and are enjoyed by the local population and national and international visitors alike.  They 
also contribute markedly to the identity and sense of place enjoyed by Kāpiti residents. 
 
A predominant physical characteristic of open spaces in Kāpiti is the minimal presence of 
buildings and structures; however, most (if not all) of these places contain such features as 
clubrooms, toilets, gymnasia, pools, tramping huts, tracks, play equipment, benches, lighting, 
rubbish bins and so on.  Where appropriately located, these structures enhance amenity and 
functionality for open space users, enabling a greater diversity of activities and a higher 
quality recreational experience. 
 
The District’s expanding network of cycleways, walkways and bridleways is also a vital 
component to the wider open space network.  These assets not only provide physical 
connections among and between communities, but also offer viable active transport 
opportunities in lieu of private vehicle travel – an outcome that promotes improved air quality 
(from reduced vehicular emissions) and enhanced community and individual health, wellbeing 
and resilience. 
 
From a strategic perspective, it is recognised that the regional open space network suffers 
from a lack of integrated strategic planning, further compounded by a lack of mechanisms 
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available to share best practice and resources. Kāpiti shares district boundaries with a 
number of other local authorities, including boundaries that effectively dissect areas of open 
space.  An issue for the Kāpiti Coast, therefore, is to understand the ways in which the 
District’s open spaces can best be managed to meet the needs of its residents whilst also 
recognising the benefits of incorporating the wider strategic aspirations of the Region. 
 
Though the rate has slowed in more recent years, Kāpiti has experienced rapid population 
growth since the original District Plan was made operative.  This growth has led to an 
increased demand for greenfield development and infill housing, and an associated need to 
monitor the provision, quality and variety of open spaces in Kāpiti.  
 
Despite the generous amount of open spaces the District enjoys, the distribution of these 
areas is not evenly spread geographically.  Areas like Queen Elizabeth Park and Kāpiti Island 
are significant amenity resources; however, they are not readily accessed by every member 
of the community.  As the District’s population grows, there is therefore a continuous need to 
review the spatial provision of parks, reserves, playgrounds and other open spaces to ensure 
all residents and visitors have reasonable access to a variety of public spaces.   
 
Similarly, the quality of open spaces in Kāpiti is a consideration that demands ongoing 
attention. Most facilities require periodic maintenance to retain healthy, user-friendly 
environments, which is generally funded by public rates and other government funding.  With 
more intensive urban areas anticipated in parts of the District over the foreseeable planning 
horizon, existing open spaces in these settlements will need to be upgraded and enhanced to 
cope with increased usage and evolving recreational preferences.  Moreover, where new 
development is to occur in greenfield areas, a balance must be reached between the 
provision (both in amount and location) of land for new open space use and the 
improvements made to that land to enhance amenity and recreational opportunities.  This is 
an ongoing challenge for the Council in terms of allocating funding from reserve contributions 
to best meet the needs of the Community. 
 
The Kāpiti District’s cultural, socio-economic and generational diversity collectively equate to 
competing desires for the use of public open space.  Some residents prefer active 
recreational opportunities afforded by sports fields, playgrounds or bike trails, while others 
enjoy more passive activities like walking or picnicking.  Others still value the contribution that 
open space areas make to the overall spaciousness of the Kāpiti Coast, the contrast this 
provides to its more urbanised areas and the potential these open spaces carry for the 
enhancement of the District’s indigenous biological diversity.    
 
Resource management issues relevant for open spaces on the Kāpiti Coast are not limited to 
local influences. In an increasingly globalised society, world-wide economic and resource 
management issues can affect the resilience of the District’s communities. Peak oil and global 
climate change is likely to have an impact on the well being of Kāpiti residents, and on the 
local natural and physical environment.  In considering the specific relevance that the effects 
of climate change and peak oil have on open spaces in Kāpiti, thought must now be given to 
whether the core functions of some of these areas can evolve to facilitate a more resilient 
District. 
 
Open space in and around urban areas is also an increasingly important asset to ensure 
community health and well being.  With increasing proportions of the District’s population 
living in urbanised areas having limited private open space available on typical residential 
allotments, public open spaces – including active transport facilities – are needed to facilitate 
healthy, active living opportunities.  While the urbanisation of Kāpiti and wider New Zealand 
may provide for the social, cultural and economic well being of communities in many 
instances, urban areas need to be developed in a manner that enables healthy living. 
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2.19 Urban Design 
To have liveable and safe public and private places and spaces, which: 

a) enhance the local economy, environment and community; 
b) are sustainable, enduring and resilient; 
c) provide a strong sense of place reflecting cultural values and distinct 

community identities; 
d) are enjoyable, comfortable, welcoming and provide a diversity of 

experiences; 
e) are vibrant and are easy to move around and through; and 
f) have a positive relationship between public and private spaces 

 
at all levels of urban design, from macro (urban structure and subdivision) to micro 
(building details and materials) scale. 
 

 
Explanation 
The concept of good urban design goes beyond issues of aesthetics and appearances. Urban 
design has economic, environmental, social and cultural dimensions. Quality urban design 
creates places that work and places that we use and value at various scales including 
centres, neighbourhood and individual building or space. 
 
Urban design can have effects on the quality of infrastructure and quality of life which are key 
in creating successful centres. Quality urban design can also increase economic value with 
higher returns on investment and maintenance costs, more productive workplaces and more 
image and prestige.  
 
The cultural and heritage values of District are protected and well connecting, inclusive and 
accessible places are created through good urban design. Safety and energy efficiency can 
be enhanced and crime reduced through good urban design. It can also provide more and 
better opportunities for physical activity, resulting in improved physical and social wellbeing. 
 
The Council recognises that inappropriately designed development can have a significant 
adverse effect on amenity values in the District, particularly in centres which are focal points 
for community employment, business, recreational and entertainment facilities. It is important 
to ensure that the design of new development in the district makes a positive contribution to 
the streetscape and pedestrian amenity, while responding appropriately to the established 
character and design of existing buildings of merit within centres, particularly those with 
heritage values. 
 
The key issues for the District with respect to achieving urban design are: 

 
 how new development, specifically built form and public space, contribute to local 

identity and a sense of place; 
 
 the quality and amenity of public space and ensuring development fronting a street 

enhances the appeal of the District’s urban environments; 
 
 ensuring good urban design in growth areas and areas of intensification; 
 
 ensure development contributes to a more sustainable urban environment; 
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 well-designed connections for all transport users including  using CEPTED principles; 
and 

 
 designing the District’s urban areas with the community. 
 

As a signatory to the New Zealand Urban Design Protocol the Council is committed to raising 
the standard of urban design across the district. The seven design qualities outlined in the 
Urban Design Protocol are essential to creating quality urban design in the District. 
 
With regard to context recognition should be given to the District’s character, rural functions 
and relationship between the urban and rural environments. Development should occur at a 
scale which reflects its town, local or neighbourhood context with areas of intensification and 
focus for activity. Relationships between buildings, streets, neighbourhoods and centres need 
to be optimised. 
 
Every town within the Kāpiti Coast District has its own distinct character. This is a product of 
its location, history and current population and can include misshapen trees along a wind 
swept coast, historic buildings, a 1970’s sculpture or even the lack of kerb and channels on 
some streets. Development should evoke a character which reflects its setting as a more 
intense town centre, village or neighbourhood centre and convey a sense of ‘Kāpiti Coast’. 
Development should appropriately respond to or take advantage of the natural environment 
including the coastal dunes and plains, the escarpment, Kāpiti Island, and the Tararua 
Ranges. Besides preserving existing character elements there is also the potential to create 
new elements that will create a distinctive ‘sense of place’, strengthen existing character or be 
used in new areas to establish character. 
 
Future development should broaden choice to and range of living, working, entertainment, 
learning and recreational choices. A cross-section of society with different interests and 
needs has to be accommodated.  
 
Physical, social, and recreational connections should provide for access, mobility and 
wayfinding for all transport users, improve safety and security by accommodating CPTED 
principles and promote public health and environmental sustainability. Buildings and spaces 
should also be designed to stimulate interest and foster local identity and sense of place. 
 
Greater environmental responsibility should be factored into the built environment, including 
having regard for landscape, cultural and heritage values, using sustainable design solutions 
and green technology, incorporating renewable energy sources and increasing energy 
efficiency, avoiding hazards, and considering the impact on people’s health. 
 
The design of the District’s urban areas should draw on other disciplines to achieve the best 
outcomes. Places need to be designed to take into account best practice and most 
importantly the needs and aspirations of the community.  
 
The Council also recognises the importance of promoting the principles of low impact urban 
design and development (LIUDD). In New Zealand, the term LIUDD embraces low impact 
design but also deliberately extends and strengthens connections with sustainable urban 
design. This approach uses the ecological carrying capacity of the local environment as a 
starting point. Ultimately LIUDD emphasises the importance of ‘integrated three-water 
management’ through the naturalisation of the water cycle and by supporting green 
construction. It is an ongoing challenge for the District to ensure that the District Plan, through 
the use of structure plans and supporting documents are founded on ecologically focussed 
sustainable design principles and do not create any barriers to the implementation of LIUDD 
within the district. 
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2.20 Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Increase the development and use of energy from renewable sources, including on-
site systems, and efficiency and conservation of energy use while protecting the 
natural environment and significant amenity values. 
 

 
Explanation 
A secure, reliable and sustainable energy supply is vital to the functioning of the District. It 
enables people and communities to provide for their social, economic and cultural wellbeing 
and for their health and safety. The path to creating a more sustainable energy future is 
through using energy more efficiently and by generating more energy from renewable 
sources. This has the potential to allow communities to move towards self-sufficiency in the 
use of energy for the benefit of the whole District and to encourage economic development 
within the District. 
 
Council must have regard to energy efficiency, climate change, and the benefits of the use 
and development of renewable energy under the Resource Management Act. The New 
Zealand Government has confirmed its commitment to increase the proportion of electricity 
generated from renewable sources in order to meet its obligations under the Kyoto Protocol 
and has set in place a policy framework and a programme to reach its targets. A number of 
national policy documents provide direction in terms of how we should respond to the 
challenges of reducing green house gas emissions. 
 
The Wellington Region, including the Kāpiti Coast, is recognised as having resources that are 
suitable for renewable electricity generation, in particular wind, solar, wave and hydro energy. 
There is potential to reduce electricity related greenhouse gas emissions and meet future 
energy demand through maximising renewable electricity generation at the domestic, 
community and utility scale using the renewable resources in the District. The district’s urban 
environments offer opportunities for small scale renewable electricity devices. The Rural 
zones have the most potential of any zone in the district for commercial renewable energy 
developments and community scale renewable electricity development.  
 
The use and development of renewable energy can be in a number of different forms. At the 
domestic scale there are various ways to use natural sources of heat, including the 
orientation of buildings towards the sun to assist with heat, cooling and natural lighting. 
Significant gains can also be made through solar water heating or solar panels on buildings. 
Domestic small scale turbines may become more common. The scale of such facilities is 
unlikely to create significant adverse effects in rural areas where distances from neighbouring 
properties and screening vegetation could avoid or mitigate visual and noise effects. 
 
Large scale renewable electricity generation activities are unlikely to be able to internalise all 
potential adverse effects that they may generate within the site. The scale of effects 
generated on the environment will vary depending on the location of the activity and the 
characteristics of the surrounding area. Wind facilities for example are usually provided at 
large scale and, by necessity, are usually located in open and prominent locations where the 
wind resource occurs. There are potential tensions between existing values of these areas 
and their potential for renewable electricity generation. There is potential that such 
developments can cause adverse effects on the environment including on amenity, 
landscape, ecology, cultural and heritage values. 
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If renewable electricity generation facilities are established in the district, they will represent 
an important physical resource. Inappropriate subdivision, land use and development in close 
proximity have the potential to adversely affect the safe and efficient operation of the 
renewable electricity generation facility due to the creation of reverse sensitivity effects. 
 
Infrastructure associated with renewable electricity generation will traverse land between the 
generation site and the area of demand. These facilities for the transmission of electricity to 
the grid are likely to have adverse environmental effects. However, unless the effects of 
construction and operation of renewable electricity generation facilities, including the effects 
relating to access and transmission, are assessed as a single package of effects, the viability 
of renewable energy projects could be compromised. 
 
The form and layout of subdivisions and development can play a major role in contributing to 
energy efficiency. Appropriately orientated sections enable new homes and other buildings to 
be designed to take advantage of the sun, resulting in warmer, drier homes and buildings that 
are less expensive to heat. This has economic as well as health benefits for individuals in the 
District. 
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3 Natural Environment 
 

The natural environment chapter contains: 

 Section 3.1 District Wide Natural Environment policies; 

 Section 3.2 Ecology and Biodiversity policies; 

 Section 3.3 Landscape (including earthworks) policies; 

 Section 3.1.2 Rules and Standards table for all activities relating to the Natural 
Environment; and 

 Section 3.4 Schedules: 

3.4.1 Ecological Sites; 
3.4.2 Key Indigenous Tree Species by Size and Ecological Domain; 
3.4.3 Rare and Threatened Vegetation Species; 
3.4.4 Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes; 
3.4.5 Significant Amenity Landscapes; and 
3.4.6 Landscape Character Areas. 
 
Figure 3.1 Rare and Threatened Vegetation Species 

 
 
This chapter primarily implements two Objectives; 2.2 (Ecology and Biodiversity) 
and 2.9 (Landscape) as set out in Chapter 2. The following objectives are also 
relevant to resource management issues in the Natural Environment Chapter: 
 
 2.1  (Tangata Whenua ) 
 2.4  (Coastal Environment) 
 2.6  (Rural Productivity) 
 2.11 (Character and Amenity) 
 2.13 (Infrastructure and Services) 
 2.15 (Incentives) 
 2.18 (Open Spaces / Active Communities) 
 2.20 (Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Conservation) 

 
 

Introduction 

 
The Kāpiti Coast’s natural environment (all flora, fauna, micro-organisms, soil and rocks) 
has been subject to significant change over a relatively short period of time. In the latter 
half of last century, the District became a permanent settlement area with rapid population 
growth.  
 
In most instances, subdivision and land-use development result in changes to the natural 
environment. These changes are not always negative or significant. Development may 
even provide opportunities for improvement to natural areas and features. However, 
certain natural areas and features are more sensitive to the effects of development than 
others. 
 
The form of settlement on the Kāpiti Coast has been shaped by Māori and European 
historical influences. Kāpiti Island is traditionally known as “Te Waewae Kāpiti O Tara 
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rāua ko Rangitāne”, the meeting place of the boundaries of Tara and Rangitāne, 
Rangitāne being a descendant of Tautoki. The island denoted the division of land owned 
by Tara of Wellington (Te Whanganui ā Tara) and his nephew Rangitāne and to the early 
European explorers was also a land-bearing point, being named Entry Island by Captain 
Cook in 1770. Central to the history of the area is the battle at Waiorua on Kāpiti Island in 
1826. That battle, the family links of the participants and subsequent immigrants led to the 
Te Āti Awa, Ngāti Raukawa and Ngāti Toa establishing themselves as tangata whenua of 
the Kāpiti Coast District. 
 
The creation of the reserve on Kāpiti Island and subsequent development as a nationally 
significant site for protection of native wildlife has made the island an important symbol of 
the emergence of environmental values within the wider community. 
 
The natural environment encompasses all living and non-living things occurring naturally 
on Earth. The concept of the natural environment can be distinguished by components: 
 

 Complete ecological units that function as natural systems without massive human 
intervention, including all vegetation, microorganisms, soil, rocks, atmosphere and 
natural phenomena that occur within their boundaries; 

 
 Universal natural resources and physical phenomena that lack clear-cut 

boundaries, such as air, water, and climate, as well as energy, radiation, electric 
charge, and magnetism, not originating from human activity; and 

 
 The natural environment is contrasted with the built environment, which comprises 

the areas and components that are strongly influenced by humans.  
 

Chapter structure  

The chapter is split into three subsections as follows: 
1. general policies (covering biodiversity and landscape); 
2. biodiversity and landscape specific policies; and 
3. rules (for biodiversity and landscape). 

 
For the purposes of this Plan significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna are categorised as ecological sites, rare and threatened vegetation 
species, key Indigenous tree species or notable trees. These features have been 
assessed, scheduled and/or mapped in the Plan. 
 
The District Plan includes natural environment maps which show all the natural 
environment features and areas relating to this chapter. There are two main types of 
mapped or scheduled features. 
 
 
1. Sensitive natural features are areas where additional buildings, relatively small 

landform modification or changes to vegetation could result in significant adverse 
visual, amenity or ecological effects. The features in this group include but are not 
limited to: 

 
a) Ecological sites - mapped features with a defined boundary and information 

in a schedule (3.4.1) describing the vegetation type and ecological values (eg 
Kohekohe Forest of regional significance). These areas are derived from 
indigenous vegetation and habititas of indigenous fauna which have been 
assessed as being significant using the criteria outlined in policy 3.11, 

 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-2] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

b) Geological features - mapped features with a defined boundary and 
information in a schedule identifying the location and the reason for the site (eg 
old coastal sea cliff). 

 
c) Outstanding natural features and landscapes - mapped features with a 

defined boundary and information in a schedule (3.4.4) describing the 
landscape values. 

 
d) Significant amenity landscapes - mapped features with a defined boundary 

and information in a schedule (3.4.5) describing the landscape values. 
 

e) Areas of high natural character - mapped areas within the coastal 
environment which overlap with either ecological sites or outstanding natural 
landscapes or significant amenity landscapes. 

 
f) Rare and threatened vegetation species – identified in a schedule 3.4.3 
 
g) Key indigenous tree species – scheduled and linked to ecological domain in 

terms of rules (height and circumference) but the schedule is not exhaustive 
(eg. doesn’t include wetland flora). 

 
 
2. Some natural features are not sensitive natural features and provisions are also 

necessary to manage effects on these features. These features include but are not 
limited to: 

 
a) Dominant ridgelines/ Dominant dunes - mapped as indicative features. 
 
b) Ecological domains – mapped areas with similar historic indigenous 

ecosystem environments. These are used in the rules for native vegetation to 
relate to a schedule of tree scales being applied in each ecological domain (eg 
Wharangi is significant when 3m high in the salt zone ecological domain and 
4m in the dune lands ecological domain). 

 
c) Landscape Character Areas - 11 mapped areas that cover the entire district, 

which have been identified as having a distinct character that is set out in a 
schedule (eg Reikorangi Basin is one and Ōtaki Plains is another). 

 
d) Priority areas for restoration – mapped areas that link ecological sites, 

outstanding natural landscapes and significant amenity landscapes together, 
generally along riparian corridors and by extending and buffering fragmented 
bush or wetland areas. These areas have been identified as the locations 
where restoration of degraded wetlands and marginal farmland would be likely 
to result in significant improvements in biodiversity.  

 
e) Locally indigenous vegetation - vegetation that is located within the 

ecological domain in which it naturally occurs, including key indigenous tree 
species identified in schedule 3.4.2 

 
f) Lookout points – elevated locations such as trig points and public lookouts 

that are located on public land and provide expansive views of the District and 
Kāpiti Island. (eg Ngatoto Trig in Paraparaumu). 

 
This chapter addresses three matters of national significance, being clauses from section 
6 of the Resource Management Act (RMA): 
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(a) the preservation of natural character in the coastal environment…  
(b) the protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes… 
(c) the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant 
habitats of indigenous fauna… 

 
This chapter also gives effect to policies 13 and 14 of the New Zealand Coastal Policy 
Statement (NZCPS) relating to protection and restoration of natural character. 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

3.1 Natural Environment Provisions  
In most instances, subdivision and land use development will result in a change to the 
natural environment. These changes are not always negative, nor are they always 
significant; however, it must be noted that certain natural areas and features are more 
sensitive to the effects of development than others. Moreover, development may provide 
opportunities for improvements to natural areas and features. Accordingly, the following 
District-wide considerations must be applied across all zones to meet the Objectives of 
relevance to the natural environment. 
 

3.1.1 Natural Environment Policies (Biodiversity and Landscape) 

 

Policy 3.1 – Ecosystem services Ref. 

Subdivision, landuse and development shall be undertaken in a manner that 
ensures any adverse effects on ecosystem services are avoided or, where they 
cannot be avoided, are remedied or mitigated. 
 

Obj 
2.1 & 
2.2 & 
2.6 

 
Explanation 
Ecosystem services can be described as the ‘services’ such as clean air and water that 
are provided by healthy ecosystems. They are often taken for granted and although New 
Zealand’s land-based primary production (such as farming, forestry and horticulture) is 
based on introduced species, its success relies on natural biological systems.  
 
As well as having their own intrinsic values, healthy ecosystems provide us with 
ecosystem services that support our existence by providing clean air and water, 
productive soils and natural filtering processes. Ecosystems and their interconnections 
are complex and therefore a precautionary approach shall be taken when assessing 
effects on the natural environment. Providing for the community’s needs while sustaining 
our ecosystems in a healthy state is one of society’s largest challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.2 – Identification of sensitive natural features Ref. 

Sensitive natural features in the District have been identified and listed or mapped 
in the District Plan and these will continue to be identified as further information 
becomes available through the resource consent process, when considering 
applications on land containing locally indigenous vegetation. 

 

Obj 
2.2 

 
Explanation 
Identification of sensitive natural features is crucial to enable their protection and 
enhancement. Identification has been achieved to a large extent with the results 
scheduled and/or mapped in the District Plan. However, these known examples are not 
necessarily exhaustive of the District’s sensitive natural features (including those with 
cultural significance). Identification of sensitive natural features has been undertaken 
based on district wide and local studies by ecological and landscape consultants. Further 
information will come through consent applications and future plan changes. 
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Locally indigenous vegetation is given more weight than native vegetation, because 
native vegetation includes vegetation native to New Zealand yet locally indigenous 
vegetation only occurs naturally within the Kapiti Coast. 
 
The criteria listed in policy 3.11 (Criteria for identification of significant biodiversity) need 
to be considered for any development potentially affecting significant indigenous 
vegetation or significant habitats of indigenous fauna regardless of whether the site or 
specimen has been previously identified or not. The most appropriate criteria will vary 
depending on the nature of the assessment (ie. if an area, site or individual specimen is 
being assessed). However, the criteria will ensure that biodiversity values are identified in 
a consistent way. 
 
 
 

Policy 3.3 – Protection Ref. 

All new subdivision, land use or development in the District shall protect sensitive 
natural features, significant locally indigenous vegetation, lookout points, 
dominant ridgelines and dominant sand dunes and avoid significant adverse 
effects on these features, in accordance with the following principles: 
 

a) development will be located away from mapped and scheduled features; 
 

b) Tangata whenua will be consulted to ensure Kaitiakitanga is maintained; 
 

c) development form will be shaped by natural landforms and waterbodies, 
including coastal dunes, inter-dune wetlands, rivers and streams, coastal 
hills and escarpments; and 

 
d) active management will be applied through environmental strategies to to 

maintain the integrity of mapped and scheduled features. 
 

Obj 
2.1 & 
2.2 
 

 
Explanation 
Protection of areas and features of ecological and cultural importance can be provided in 
a number of ways. However, avoidance of activities which may have adverse effects on 
these features and areas is the priority. In instances where avoidance is not viable, 
development should minimise the effects on natural and cultural areas and features, and 
minimise unnecessary modification or damage to them.  
 
Activities that include damage or modification to areas and features of natural and cultural 
importance must also recognise the customary relationship of Māori with the natural 
environment. 
 
Subdivision and development is restricted in these areas to protect them from 
degradation. Enhancement will be undertaken as per policy 3.13. 
 
Features scheduled in the District Plan can only be deleted, changed or added to through 
a Plan Change process. 
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Policy 3.4 – Adaptive Management Ref. 

Any subdivision or development proposal seeking to use adaptive management to 
address adverse environmental effects shall show evidence of the following 
adaptive management components: 

a) a fully developed baseline of environmental effects; 
 

b) a clear trigger(s) to instigate a new approach to adaptive management; 
 

c) clear monitoring standards; 
 

d) a well documented and robust monitoring program costed and funded for 
the duration of the proposed effects. 

 

Obj 
2.1 & 
2.2 
 

 
Explanation 
Adaptive management is a planned and systematic process for continuously improving 
environmental management practices by learning about their outcomes. Adaptive 
management provides flexibility to identify and implement new mitigation measures or to 
modify existing ones during the life of a project. 
 
Adaptive management is a structured, iterative process of robust decision making in the 
face of uncertainty, with an aim to reducing uncertainty over time via system monitoring. 
In this way, decision making simultaneously meets one or more resource management 
objectives and, either passively or actively, accrues information needed to improve future 
management.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.5 – Environmental off-setting Ref. 

Where subdivision, land use or development is deemed or considered to have 
adverse effects (including cumulative) on land containing sensitive natural 
features, or locally indigenous vegetation, lookout points, dominant ridgelines and 
dominant sand dunes, which cannot be avoided without preventing reasonable use 
of the land, environmental offsetting will be considered as part of remediation or 
mitigation where all the following principles can be demonstrated to have been 
achieved: 
 

a) it should only be considered where remediation or mitigation on-site is not 
possible; 

 
b) it should be as close as possible to the site (because benefit diminishes 

with distance) so that it is in the same area, landscape or environment as 
the proposed activity; 

 
c) there should be a substantial, significant, demonstrable and measureable 

net environmental benefit as opposed to mere mitigation of effects; 
 

d) it must be effective; usually there should be conditions (a condition 
precedent or a bond) to ensure that it is completed or supplied; 

 
e) there should be public consultation or at least the opportunity for public 

Obj 
2.1, 
2.2 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-7] - Notified 29 November 2012 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iteration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decision_making
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncertainty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/System_Monitoring


Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-8] - Notified 29 November 2012 

Policy 3.5 – Environmental off-setting Ref. 

participation in the process by which the environmental compensation or 
offsetting is set; and 

 
f) the methodology for setting the degree of biodiversity off-set shall be 

recognised and transparent, and shall include best practice monitoring and 
adaptive management procedures and processes. 

 
 
Explanation 
In achieving the sustainable management objectives of the Act, resource managers and 
decision makers have the option of applying avoidance, remediation and mitigation in 
managing adverse effects. Remedying or mitigating can include the concept of off-setting.  
 
“Off-setting” for the purposes of this Plan means the provision of a positive effect in one 
location to off-set adverse effects of the same or similar type caused by the activity 
proposed at another location with the result that the overall adverse effects on the values 
of the ecosystem are remedied or mitigated. 
 
Where off-setting is to be applied, there should be a clear connection between the 
adverse effect, the inability to avoid effect, and the offsetting measure. The offsetting 
measure should preferably be applied as close as possible to the site incurring the effects. 
 
Off-setting should, as far as can be achieved, maintain and enhance the particular natural 
values affected by the project when assessed overall. To ensure an offsetting measure is 
effective, the methodology used to assess the measure should be transparent in that it is 
assessed against a recognised methodology. 
 
Under this policy, the adequacy of the proposed off-setting will be considered in the 
context of the nature of the activity, the sensitivity of the receiving environment to adverse 
effects, the financial implications and adverse effects of the offsetting measure in question 
compared with other alternative measures, the current state of technical knowledge and 
the likelihood that effects can be successfully avoided, remedied or mitigated. 
 
In the short term public consultation will be required as it may be uncertain if the off-set 
will adequately address the effects. As precedents are set, clear guidance may result in 
standards which will reduce the uncertainty.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.6 – Incentives Ref. 

Where new development can achieve permanent net benefits to the natural 
environment as a result of that development, over and above any requirements to 
avoid, remedy or mitigate (including off-setting), development incentives may be 
granted. In determining the appropriateness of awarding development incentives 
to a given activity, the proposal must (all other things having being met): 
 

a) exhibit a substantial net increase in one or more of the following: 
 

(i) protection and enhancement of locally 
indigenous vegetation or terrestrial habitats for indigenous fauna; or 

 

Obj 
2.2 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-9] - Notified 29 November 2012 

Policy 3.6 – Incentives Ref. 

(ii) protection and enhancement of water 
quality and/or improved habitats for indigenous fauna in aquatic 
ecosystems;  

and 
 

b) provide sufficient information relating to: 
 

(i) whether or not permanent achievement of the benefit(s) can be 
realised and how, including descriptions of any legal instruments to 
be utilised to achieve those benefits; and 

 
(ii) the extent to which the positive benefits are consistent with the 

scale, nature and type anticipated in Council’s Development 
Incentives Guidelines; and  

 
(iii) the extent to which the net benefit of the total development achieved 

by the proposal offsets any increase in adverse effects generated by 
the development incentives applied for. 

 
 
Explanation 
The Council encourages activities to provide a significant and permanent (or at least long-
term) benefit to the natural environment by offering opportunities for increased scales of 
development as a ‘reward’. As illustrated in Council’s Development Incentives Guidelines 
in Appendix XX.Y, this can include such incentives as additional allotments and/or 
dwellings within a subdivision, increased site coverage for buildings and structures, and 
so on.  In general, the requirement for applicants to exhibit a ‘substantial’ net benefit 
means that the associated enhancement must be significantly more than the outcome 
anticipated under the status quo. 
 
The area or site to which the activity applies should also be the area or site to which the 
benefit will be available. There may be instances, however, where this need not be the 
case. For example, applicants may choose to establish riparian planting along a waterway 
adjoining other neighbouring sites (subject to landowner and Regional Council approval) 
in addition to their own. Likewise, where an applicant owns two or more adjoining sites, a 
net environmental benefit may be achieved on one site whilst the incentive is applied to 
the other. 
 
In order to ensure amenity is not unduly compromised in the surrounding area, however, 
specific consideration must still to be given to the net effect of allowing for any 
development incentive. This may require a weighting exercise where the positive effects 
provided by the net benefit are balanced against the adverse effects generated by the 
bonus. The weighting of benefits will be conducted in accordance with Appendix XYZ. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.7 – Subdivision and sensitive natural features Ref. 

When considering applications for subdivision of land containing sensitive natural 
features the following principles will be applied; 
 

a) avoidance of subdivision which creates lots which are entirely within the 

Obj 
2.9 
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Policy 3.7 – Subdivision and sensitive natural features Ref. 

sensitive natural feature; 
 

b) avoidance of subdivision which creates boundaries cutting through a 
sensitive natural feature; 

 
c) avoidance of shelter belts or plantation forestry within a sensitive natural 

feature; and 
 

d) requiring sensitive natural features to be mapped and legally protected to 
prevent buildings and earthworks in mapped areas. 

 
 
Explanation 
Sensitive natural features have values that are vulnerable to degradation from subdivision 
and subsequent development. It is therefore important to avoid subdivision of these 
features to retain their values where the subdivision will have significant adverse effects. 
Subdivision will be encouraged in those areas of the District with greater potential to 
absorb change without affecting sensitive natural features. 
 
Subdivision patterns determine the location of buildings and planting and therefore are a 
key determinant of whether the eventual development is consistent with the landscape 
character and values. The density and patterns of many historical subdivisions do not 
reflect the shape of the landform on which they are situated. For example, rural residential 
subdivision layouts should reflect landform character and open space of the rural 
landscape, even though the allotments are at a higher density, through clustered 
allotments which preserve open space rural character and coastal dune formations.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.8 – Cumulative effects 
Ref. 

Subdivision and development will be designed and located to avoid further 
cumulative deterioration of sensitive natural features, locally indigenous 
vegetation, lookout points, dominant ridgelines and dominant sand dunes in the 
District. 
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
Many developments undertaken across the Kāpiti Coast may only have minor adverse 
effects on natural features in their own right; however as further development occurs there 
is a gradual change in the effects which results in a cumulative adverse impact on the 
natural environment values.  
 
This occurs incrementally over an extended period and often as the result of numerous 
developments rather than as the result of one large development. As a result of such 
cumulative adverse effects there is a loss of the district’s natural environment values. The 
loss of natural features such as the Kāpiti Coast’s undulating dune landforms and native 
vegetation are two distinctive examples of irreversible loss of natural environment values 
as a result of the cumulative effects of built development which does not take these 
features into account. 
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Policy 3.9 – Monitoring Ref. 

The state of the natural environment will be actively monitored to ensure sensitive 
natural features, locally indigenous vegetation, lookout points, dominant ridgelines 
and dominant sand dunes are not adversely affected by land use and development.
 

Obj 
2.2 

 
Explanation 
Monitoring is about checking that we are achieving what we want to achieve and having 
information available from which to make sound resource management decisions. 
Monitoring can tell us about key pressures on the environment, the condition or state of 
the environment, and about responses (ie, the environmental results) that we are 
achieving, or need to work towards (as in the framework model for core national 
environmental indicators). The design of a monitoring system should focus attention on 
questions such as: how much information is enough, when is it needed and for what 
purpose. 
 
Note - General monitoring is covered in chapter 1. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.10 – Active Participation Ref. 

Active participation of landowners is seen as vital to the protection and 
enhancement of sensitive natural features. Council will work with landowners, 
recognise their stewardship and current management practices, and will promote 
the use of non regulatory methods, including assistance with the establishment of 
protective covenants, service delivery, education, and other incentives. 
 

Obj 
2.2 

 
Explanation 
Beyond the resource stage of a development, landowners can often have little 
requirement to go beyond the minimum requirements of environmental stewardship. This 
policy encourages ongoing and continued involvement in all landowners to ensure 
sensitive natural features are adequately protected, managed and enhanced.

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/ser/enz07-dec07/html/chapter1-reporting/page3.html
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/ser/enz07-dec07/html/chapter1-reporting/page3.html
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3.2 Ecology and Biodiversity 

Introduction 
Biodiversity relates to the diversity of and within all living systems including the habitats of 
plants and animals. This section will focus on significant indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna in accordance with section 6(c) of the Resource 
Management Act (RMA). 
 
For the purposes of this Plan significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna are grouped together into ecological sites, rare and threatened 
vegetation species, key Indigenous tree species or notable trees. These features have 
been assessed, scheduled and/or mapped in the Plan. 
 
In addition, general natural areas and features including priority areas for restoration have 
provisions in this section which relate to the maintenance and enhancement of 
biodiversity values.  
 
 

3.2.1 Policies 

 
Ref. 

Policy 3.11 – Criteria for identification of significant biodiversity 

Significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna in 
the District will be identified, using the following criteria: 
 

a) Representativeness: high representativeness values are given to particular 
ecosystems and habitats that were once typical and commonplace in a 
district or in the region, and: 

i. are no longer commonplace (less than about 30% remaining); or 
ii. are poorly represented in existing protected areas (less than about 

20% legally protected). 
 

b) Rarity: the ecosystem or habitat has biological physical features that are 
scarce or threatened in a local, regional or national context. This can 
include individual species, rare and distinctive biological communities and 
physical features that are unusual or rare and also species that are endemic 
to the local ecological district. 

 
c) Diversity: the ecosystem or habitat has a natural diversity of ecological 

units, ecosystems, species and physical features within an area. 
 

d) Distinctiveness: the ecosystem, habitat or species contains a large/dense 
population of viable species or is largely in its natural state or restorable, or 
is an uninterrupted ecological sequence, or contains significant land forms. 

 
e) Continuity and Linkage within landscape: provides significant indigenous 

vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, or has potential to 
provide, corridor/buffer zone to an existing area. 

 
f) Landscape integrity: the ecosystem, habitat or species is significant to the 

original character of the landscape, blends in, or has a role in landscape 
protection. 

Obj 
2.2 
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g) Ecological context of an area: the ecosystem or habitat: 

i. enhances connectivity or otherwise buffers representative, rare or 
diverse indigenous ecosystems and habitats; 

ii. provides seasonal or core habitat for protected or threatened 
indigenous species;  

iii. has the ability to be restored (when the difficulty, cost and time of 
restoration are considered). 

 
h) Tangata whenua values: the ecosystem or habitat contains characteristics 

of special spiritual, historical or cultural significance to tangata whenua, 
identified in accordance with tikanga Māori, which may include factors such 
as: 

i. traditionally important for Māori; 
ii. recreational values; 
iii. significant landscape value; 
iv. protection of soil values; 
v. water catchment protection; 
vi. recreation or tourism importance; 

vii. aesthetic coherence. 
 

i) Sustainability and Resilience: the feature and its contribution to the wider 
natural environment has potential for long term viability based on: 

i. size and shape of area; 
ii. activities occurring on the boundaries which may affect its 

sustainability; 
iii. proximity to another protected area; 
iv. linkages (actual or potential) with other ecosystems, habitat or 

species; or 
v. ease of management. 

 
 
Explanation 
A large number of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna have been identified, mapped and scheduled as ecological sites in this 
Plan. The sites identified are not the only areas of significant indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna and further areas are likely to be identified as part 
of resource consent processes. Vegetation and habitats identified through these 
processes will be assessed and if it meets the criteria included in the District Plan over 
time. 
 
 
 
 

Ref. 
Policy 3.12 – Management approach to biodiversity protection 

Adverse effects from subdivision, use and development on significant indigenous 
vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna including aquatic 
ecosystems will be minimised, including by: 

a. avoiding the removal or significant modification of any significant locally 
indigenous vegetation, in particular avoiding disturbance of all indigenous 
vegetation within ecological sites; 

b. managing land use activities resulting in increased sediment and 
contaminant levels of surface water, including storm water, to reduce the 

Obj 
2.2 
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likelihood of aquatic ecosystems being detrimentally affected; 

c. creating and maintaining appropriate buffer zones around and linkages 
between, areas of significant indigenous vegetation, significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna and around aquatic ecosystems to ensure that wider 
ecological processes are considered when making decisions about 
significant sites; and 

d. preventing the introduction or spread of exotic weed species and pest 
animals (both terrestrial and aquatic). 

 
 
Explanation 
Section 6(c) of the RMA requires protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna and in order to achieve the Ecology and 
Biodiversity objective of the District Plan, protection of significant indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna must be undertaken. 
 
The policy regarding protection follows that of identification because we need to know 
what we want to protect. Once identified, the significant indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna can then have rules and standards associated 
with them to ensure protection is adequately undertaken. To be effective, this will require 
adequate monitoring. 
 
Generally, development has some detrimental effect on the environment. To protect 
significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, significant 
adverse effects associated with development must be avoided. As all effects cannot be 
avoided, the degree to which the effects are managed will depend on the type of effect 
and the site specific situation of the receiving environment. 
 
While water quality is a responsibility of the Regional Council, Council have a 
responsibility to manage land use activities which will have a detrimental effect on water 
quality. Land use activities adversely affecting the water table of significant wetlands and 
lakes can be a big factor in contributing to the loss of significant indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna and it for this reason that avoiding significant 
adverse effects on aquatic ecosystems is so important. 
 
Note: Applying the appropriate recommended treatments from Wellington Regional 
Council Publications “Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for the Wellington Region” 
and “Small Earthworks – Erosion and sediment control for small sites”. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.13 – Enhancement Ref. 

Where a subdivision or significant development is undertaken on land containing 
rare and threatened vegetation species or an ecological site, enhancement of the 
ecological site or rare and threatened vegetation species shall be required.  
  

Obj 
2.1, 
2.2, 
2.9 
2.15 

 
Explanation 
Ecological sites and rare and threatened vegetation species, include vegetation which is 
recognised as being important for biodiversity protection, therefore enhancement of these 
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features is considered appropriate as part of development, because their importance 
warrants measures beyond protection and restoration to that of enhancement. 
 
 
 

Policy 3.14 – Restoration  Ref. 

When considering applications for subdivision, land use or development, active 
restoration or remediation will be required on sites identified as priority areas for 
restoration, to achieve the following biodiversity benefits: 

a. resilient riparian buffers and margins which provide benefits in terms of 
sediment and erosion control and increased biodiversity values; and 

b. expanded ecological sites and habitat enhancement which provide greater 
benefits to biodiversity values through the planting of locally indigenous 
vegetation surrounding and linking fragmented remnant ecological sites. 

 

Obj 
2.2 

 
Explanation 
The vast majority of indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna are not in 
their natural state, and are generally degraded. It is therefore important to restore 
degraded environments to improve biodiversity and ecological resilience. 
 
Priority areas for restoration have been identified and have been mapped in the District 
Plan. These areas link fragmented ecosystems to create ecological corridors and the 
benefit or restoration in these areas strengthen the biodiversity of the district.  
 
Restoration may include stock exclusion, pest management and restoration planting (ie. 
using locally indigenous plants). 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.15 – Tangata Whenua Ref. 

To enable tangata whenua to maintain and enhance their traditional relationship 
with the natural environment, while: 

a. supporting the enhancement of the mauri of aquatic environments; and 

b. having particular regard to the exercise of Kaitiakitanga by tangata whenua 
in the management of the District’s resources. 

 

Obj 
2.2, 
and 
2.1 

 
Explanation 
This policy refers to the spiritual and cultural relationships with the natural world including 
access to and use of such traditional resources as flax, clays, plant material etc.  
 
Many of these resources are fundamental to the ongoing relationship of the tangata 
whenua with the natural environment and opportunities for access should be sought and 
provided wherever this is practicable. Where these resources are on Council reserve 
access is provided for through Reserve Management Plans. In the case of private land, 
the agreements for access to traditional resources would be with the landowner.  
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Kaitiakitanga is the traditional resource management system of Māori. The ethic and 
exercise of kaitiakitanga involved in the observance of tikanga (practices) which were 
developed to maintain the mauri of parts of the natural world. Kaitiakitanga is not 
necessarily an alternative means of resource management, but rather it should be seen 
as a complementary system of resource management. The infusion of aspects of 
kaitiakitanga into predominant resource management practice and policy is the ultimate 
method of promoting resource management. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.16 – Monitoring Ref. 

Monitoring of levels of biodiversity in the District will be undertaken through: 

a. periodic monitoring of the District's indigenous vegetation and habitats of 
indigenous fauna by desktop methods including aerial photography 
analysis, and site inspections; 

b. monitoring of compliance with Resource Consent conditions affecting the 
District's indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna; 

c. complementing monitoring work undertaken by other relevant authorities or 
suitably qualified persons on the state of the environment in the Kāpiti 
District; 

d. reviewing District Plan policies in response to development pressures, 
expressed community outcomes and environmental changes which may 
reduce the policies’ effectiveness;  

e. requiring that data for monitoring purposes is collected and analysed in a 
scientifically defensible manner; and 

f. including monitoring and review conditions on resource consents where 
required for base level and performance monitoring and to implement 
adaptive management if unanticipated effects occur. 

 

Obj 
2.2 

 
Explanation 
To improve indigenous biological diversity and ecological resilience throughout the 
District, adequate monitoring must be undertaken to ensure that the methods used to 
achieve the stated objective and effective.  
 
Cultural methods such as numbers of whitebait (or other species) observed by tangata 
whenua over generations will be considered to be a valid form of monitoring. 
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3.3 Landscape (including earthworks) 

Topic Descriptions 

The Council has undertaken a Landscape Study (Kāpiti Coast District Landscape Study 
2011) which provides a professional assessment of the District’s landscape character and 
identified specific outstanding natural and significant amenity landscapes and features 
under Part II of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). The assessment used the 
criteria in policy XX of the proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement. 

Fieldwork and a wide range of existing digital and printed sources of information were 
used to provide an overview of the Kāpiti Coast District landscapes; identify and describe 
the patterns of landform, land use and land cover within the broad landscape character 
units; identify the elements, patterns and processes associated with landscape values in 
each unit; and to identify, evaluate and map specific landscapes and features within these 
units that could be classified as outstanding natural features landscapes and significant 
amenity features and landscapes.  

Eleven Outstanding natural features and landscapes were identified in the District: 
1. Waiorongomai Dunes;  
2. Ōtaki River Mouth; 
3. Ōtaki River Gorge; 
4. Tararua Ranges;  
5. Kāpiti Island; 
6. Ngarara Dunes; 
7. Hemi Matenga Escarpment; 
8. Waikanae Estuary; 
9. Whareroa Dune Lands; 
10. Akatarawa Corridor; and 
11. Paekākāriki Escarpment 

Sixteen Significant Amenity Landscapes and Features were identified in the District: 
1. Waiorongomai Dune Lakes; 
2. Northern Beaches; 
3. Waitohu Stream Mouth; 
4. Pukehou 
5. Rangiātea and Pukekaraka 
6. Lower Ōtaki River 
7. Hautere Totara Grove 
8. Ōtaki Gorge Foothills 
9. Te Hapūa Sea Cliff 
10. Te Hapūa Dunes 
11. Lower Waikanae River 
12. Reikorangi Village 
13. Otaihanga Foothills+ Nikau Escarpment 
14. Mataihuka (Raumati) Escarpment 
15. Southern Beaches; and 
16. Wainui 

 
The District Plan policies and methods relating to these landscape values recognise and 
consider the following; 
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a) the varying physical, perceptual and associative factors that contribute to 
landscape values and how the threats to those values may differ across the 
District;  

 
b) the protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate 

subdivision, use, and development as a matter of national importance. The 
appropriateness of a proposal or  plan change can be assessed through a 
consideration of positive, adverse and cumulative effects and the degree of risk 
posed to the factors that contribute to the physical, perceptual and associative 
landscape values associated with the outstanding natural features and 
landscapes;  

 
c) other landscape values also recognised under s7 of the RMA. The 

appropriateness of a proposal or plan change in all other landscapes (outside of 
outstanding natural and significant amenity features and landscapes) can be 
determined by a consideration of the degree and extent of the risks posed to 
factors that contribute to the quality of the environment. 

 
Landscape character areas  cover the entire district and are broken down in 11 different 
areas, which have been identified as having a distinct character that is set out in a 
schedule (eg Reikorangi Basin is one and Ōtaki Plains is another). 
 
Descriptions of general landscape character across the district are provided to assist 
decision makers when assessing discretionary and non-complying activities, particularly in 
Rural and Open Space Zones to ensure that sub division and development fits with the 
valued characteristics of the surrounding environment. 
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3.3.1 Policies  

 

Policy 3.17 – Protecting Outstanding Natural Landscapes Ref. 

Outstanding natural features and landscapes will be protected from inappropriate 
subdivision, land uses and development which has the potential to erode the 
natural values of these areas as listed in Schedule 3.4.4 of this Plan. 
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
A list of outstanding natural features and landscapes is provided in Schedule 3.4.4. The 
detail set out within the schedule confirms the location; extent and description of the 
landscape values of each outstanding natural feature and landscape so there is no doubt 
as to the values to be protected. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.18 – Development in Outstanding Natural Landscapes Ref. 

Subdivision and development in areas identified as being outstanding natural 
landscapes will only be considered if there is no alternative location for the 
activity. Applications for activities must demonstrate that  the identified landscape 
values are not compromised and the application demonstrates that:  
 

a) buildings and structures are located and designed so that they are not 
obtrusively visible from living zones, the beach and strategic arterial routes; 

 
b) earthworks are minimised; 

 
c) new plantation forestry or shelter belt planting is avoided; 

 
d) the activity or development is compatible with its landscape setting in terms 

of its location, scale and character. 
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
The District Plan approach to outstanding natural landscapes is to avoid activities in 
outstanding natural landscapes. Where an activity is proposed in an outstanding natural 
landscape a landscape assessment will need to be undertaken to assess the effects on, 
but not be limited to, the landscape attributes and values set out in Schedule 3.4.4. This 
Policy will assist decision makers in the resource consent process, to ensure that 
development within an outstanding natural landscape does not compromise the character 
and values of the existing landscape.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.19 – Significant Amenity Landscapes Ref. 

Development in significant amenity landscapes will be undertaken according to the 
following principles to ensure that these areas’ high amenity values, as listed in 
Schedule 3.4.5, are recognised and provided for; 

Obj 
2.9 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-19] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

 
a) minimise changes to predominant vegetation patterns including the use of 

vegetative screening to reduce prominence of buildings; 
 

b) cluster buildings and development with existing buildings and structures; 
 

c) retain areas of indigenous vegetation; 
 

d) minimise earthworks to retain natural landforms. 
 
 
Explanation 
A list of significant amenity landscapes is provided in Schedule 3.4.5. The detail set out in 
the schedule confirms the important landscape attributes of each significant amenity 
landscape that are to be retained. The District Plan approach to development in significant 
amenity landscapes is to control built form and ensure development is integrated with the 
character of the landscape. Provisions in the form of performance standards relate to the 
number, scale, form, material, reflectivity and location of buildings and structures within 
significant amenity landscapes. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.20 – Landscape Character Areas Ref. 

Landscape character areas will be identified in the District Plan Maps and the 
values associated with these, set out in Schedule 3.4.6 will be used to assess rural 
character when considering the appropriateness of non-complying activities. 
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
The District has been divided into eleven landscape character areas which are 
distinguished by variations in landform, landcover and landuse. These landscape 
character areas are identified on the District Planning Maps. The values of each area, as 
set out in Schedule 3.4.6, will be used to assess the appropriateness of proposed 
activities to be located within the relevant landscape character area. The key landscape 
values to be considered include population density and growth, productive, recreation or 
other land uses, historical association with Māori, vegetation patterns, geological features, 
significant watercourses and land formations. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 3.21 – Dominant ridgelines and lookout points Reference 

Development will avoid areas identified as dominant ridgelines, dominant sand 
dunes and lookout points in the District Plan Maps to ensure that views to and 
from these visually prominent landforms remain intact. 
 

Obj 2.9 

 
Explanation 
Dominant ridgelines and lookout points have been identified in the District Plan maps and 
rules that implement this policy restrict buildings near dominant ridgelines and dominant 
dunes to ensure that these features remain as natural landmarks in the District.  
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The lookout points are mapped in the District Plan as public places which provide 
expansive views over large parts of the district. The rules which implement this policy 
require development to retain views from these high points. 
 
 
 
 

Ref. 
Policy 3.22 – Earthworks 

All earthworks activities will be managed to: 

a) protect waahi tapu and archaeological values from disturbance; and 
 

b) avoid contaminants (including dust, sediment or any hazardous substance) 
from entering a waterbody causing contamination, discolouration, or 
siltation. 

 
c) ensure that any development activity disturbing the soil is carried out in a 

way to prevent soil erosion and to stop silt and sediment from entering the 
stormwater system or watercourses. 

 

Obj. 
2.9 
 

 
Explanation 
Earthworks is a component of a range of activities, including subdivision, building, 
drainage works, the construction of a farm tracks, tree removals, road works, and the 
laying of underground cables. 
 
Given the long history of māori land use and occupancy in many areas of the District, 
earthworks activities often have the potential to unearth cultural materials or disturb urupā. 
 
Without protection measures, earthworks can result in accelerated on-site erosion and 
greatly increased sediment entering waterbodies, such as rivers, estuaries and the sea, 
either directly or via Council’s stormwater network. This can lead to the re-setting of 
aquatic communities with recovery times measured in years rather than months. In 
addition to the ecological changes, physical changes to the stream channel and banks  
 
 
 
 

Ref. 
Policy 3.23 – Earthworks - natural landforms 

Earthworks will be minimised to retain natural landforms, particularly on dunes 
and steep slopes, around water bodies, in riparian margins or surrounding historic 
heritage. Where earthworks are undertaken the following principles shall be 
considered: 
 

a) retain the integrity of sensitive natural features, dominant ridgelines and 
dominant dunes as undeveloped features; 

 
b) ensure development is sympathetically located and scaled in and within 

close proximity to sensitive natural areas or lookout points and dominant 
ridgelines and dominant sand dunes; 

 
c) take into account the natural landform (i.e. rivers, floodplains) and landform 

processes (i.e. flooding and erosion) in order for subsequent development 

Obj 
2.9 
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to follow the natural landform. 
 
 
Explanation 
Earthworks have the potential to have adverse visual effects on steep slopes and have an 
adverse effect on the character and visual amenity of natural landforms by disrupting 
natural ground contours and landscape patterns and by secondary effects such as 
erosion and sedimentation. Earthworks on distinctive landforms can contribute to the 
alteration of the character of the area over time. Earthworks should avoid the most 
sensitive landscape features. Any Earthworks that are undertaken should be engineered 
to reflect natural landforms such as streams and wetlands and should avoid unnatural 
scar faces that detract from the amenity of the area. The Paraparaumu Town Centre has 
relatively unmodified characteristic sand dune forms that are highly valued by the 
community.  
 
 
 
 

Ref. 
Policy 3.24 – Extractive industries 

The visual effects of the location and operation of extractive industries, such as 
quarrying, are limited by requiring any new activities to be located outside areas 
identified as sensitive natural features or areas and requiring site landscaping and 
limiting visibility from living zones and strategic arterial routes. 
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
Extractive industries are to be located outside sensitive natural features or areas. The 
contrast in colour and form with the surrounding landscape makes these activities highly 
visible and their presence can have an adverse effect on the natural landscape values of 
the District. The location and shape of the working area and progressive restoration are 
important considerations in reducing the visual impact of extractive industries, particularly 
from living zones and strategic arterial routes. 
 
 
 
 

Ref. 
Policy 3.25 – Clustering buildings 

Where building clusters exist within outstanding natural features and landscapes 
or significant amenity landscapes, any new buildings should be required to locate 
adjacent to or within these clusters, subject to strict limitations on size and visual 
impact.  
 

Obj 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
New buildings in an outstanding natural landscapes or significant amenity landscapes will 
be considered only where they are located away from ridgelines and meet the 
requirements with regard to size and visual impact. Clustering buildings provides an 
opportunity for landscape protection and enhancement and means that productive areas 
can be retained for rural activities without being compromised by development. 
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Policy 3.26 – Views of Kāpiti Island 
Ref. 

Buildings, shelter belts, plantation forestry and structures shall be designed to 
ensure that views of Kāpiti Island from lookout points are not obstructed or 
impeded. 
 

Obj. 
2.9 
 

 
Explanation 
There are many important views and viewshafts from many public locations to Kāpiti 
Island within the Kāpiti Coast District. The visibility of the Island can be affected by various 
features of development, including the height, permeability, scale and location in relation 
to the viewpoint. Lookout points including where views of Kāpiti Island are to be protected 
are mapped in the District Plan and are subject to rule provisions. The design of buildings 
and structures needs to respond to the visual amenity of the locality. 
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3.1.2 Rules and Standards 

Rules and standards for all Natural Environment features and areas in all zones are set 
out below with specific sub chapters with specific standards as relevant. 
 
Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted Discretionary 
Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and Pr to 
Prohibited Activities. 
 
Natural Environment Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Trimming or modification of any vegetation (except 
scheduled vegetation) within the urban 
environment. 

3A.1.2 ●      

Trimming of locally indigenous vegetation (except 
scheduled vegetation) that is not within the urban 
environment). 

3A.1.3 ●      

Modification of locally indigenous vegetation listed 
on the Schedule of Historic Heritage by any 
network utility operator 

3A.1.4 ●      

Modification of locally indigenous vegetation that is 
not within the urban environment and complies with 
permitted activity standards. 

3A.1.5 ●      

Buildings in significant amenity landscapes which 
comply with permitted activity standards 

3A.1.6 ●      

Earthworks in all areas except areas subject to 
flood hazards, sensitive natural areas and historic 
heritage features and areas which comply with 
permitted activity standards. 

3A.1.7 ●      

Buildings in significant amenity landscapes which 
do not  comply with permitted activity standards 

3A.2.1  ●     

Buildings in outstanding natural landscapes that 
comply with controlled activity standards 

3A.2.2  ●     

Buildings and earthworks on sites containing an 
ecological site where buildings are located: 

a) within 10m of the mapped ecological 
site boundary in living and working 
zones; and 

b) within 20m of the mapped ecological 
site boundary in rural and open space 
zones. 

 

3A.2.3  ●     

Earthworks (including farm tracks for permitted 
farming activities) on land with a sensitive natural 
feature or historic heritage feature (eg Waahi tapu) 

3A.2.4  ●     

Trimming of any vegetation that: 
a) is within an ecological site (schedule 3.4.1); 
b) is a key indigenous tree species (schedule 

3.4.2); 
c) is a rare and threatened vegetation species 

(3.4.3);  
d) is listed in the schedule of historic heritage 

(10.X.Y). 
e) is in or within 20m of a waterbody or the 

3A.3.1   ●    
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coastal marine area where it not within the 
urban environment. 

Modification of locally indigenous vegetation, 
vegetation listed in the schedule of historic heritage 
or vegetation within an ecological site, by any 
network utility operator for the purposes to ensure 
the safety and integrity of any network utility or to 
maintain access to the network utility. 

3A.3.2   ●    

Subdivision of land containing significant or locally 
indigenous vegetation or significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna 

3A.3.3   ●    

Subdivision of land containing key areas for 
restoration. 

3A.3.4   ●    

Subdivision for land which contains a sensitive 
natural feature. 

3A.3.5   ●    

Buildings greater than 54m² in outstanding natural 
landscapes which exceeds any one of controlled 
activity standards 3A.2.2. 

3A.3.6   ●    

Earthworks exceeding permitted activity standards 
in all areas except areas subject to flood hazards 
and sensitive natural features  

3A.3.7   ●    

Earthworks on land identified as having a sensitive 
natural feature or historic heritage feature (eg 
Waahi tapu) 

3A.3.8   ●    

3A.3.9   ●    Farm tracks for permitted farming activities on land 
within outstanding natural landscapes. 
Planting of shelter belts or plantation forestry on 
sites containing a sensitive natural feature. 

3A.3.10   ●    

Plantation forestry harvesting activities on land with 
sensitive natural features. 

3A.3.11   ●    
3A.4.1    ●   Any activity which is not identified as a permitted, 

controlled, restricted discretionary or non-
complying. 

3A.4.2    ●   Modification of any vegetation which does not meet 
the restricted discretionary activity 3A.3.1  

3A.4.3    ●   Earthworks exceeding permitted activity standards 
on land containing a significant amenity landscape 
or geological feature. 

3A.4.4    ●   Buildings and development in significant amenity 
landscapes which is not a permitted activity under 
rule 3A.1.6 or a controlled activity under rule 
3A.2.1. 
Earthworks in significant amenity landscapes which 
is not a permitted activity under rule 3A.1.7 or a 
controlled activity under rule 3A.2.4. 
 

3A.4.5    ●   

Buildings and development in and within 10m of an 
ecological site which is not a controlled activity 
under rule 3A.2.3. 
 

3A.4.6    ●   

Subdivision of land containing a geological feature 
or significant amenity feature or landscape which 
exceeds the controlled activity standards. 
 

3A.4.7    ●   

Any subdivision of land containing significant or 
locally indigenous vegetation or significant habitats 
of indigenous fauna which does not comply with 
any one or more of the restricted discretionary 
activity standards under Rules 3A.3.3 or 3A.3.4. 

3A.5.1     ●  
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Subdivision and development in outstanding 
natural landscapes which does not meet restricted 
discretionary activity standard 3A.3.5 

3A.5.2     ●  

Masts and wind turbines over 12m in height within 
outstanding landscapes and significant amenity 
landscapes. 

3A.5.3     ●  

Earthworks in the outstanding natural landscapes 
which are not a permitted or controlled activity. 

3A.5.4     ●  

Extractive activities including the removal of more 
than 100m3 of topsoil and landfills in significant 
amenity landscapes 
 

3A.5.5     ●  

Extractive activities including the removal of more 
than 100m3 of topsoil and landfills in outstanding 
natural landscapes  

3A.5.6     ●  

Intensive farming activities in outstanding natural 
landscapes’ and significant amenity landscapes. 

3A.5.6     ●  
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Key: 
 
     = Location of 
Nationally and 
Regionally Rare and 
Threatened Species 
populations. Numbers 
refer to attached table. 
 
Notes 
 
Some species on the list 
are not shown on the 
map due to uncertainty 
over data. 
 
For further information 
regarding these sites 
please contact the 
District Plan Office. 

Figure 3.1: Rare and Threatened Species
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3A District-wide Rules and Standards 

 
 
Rule 3A.0 Applicability of Rules 3A.1 – 3A.5 
 
Rules 3A.1 to 3A.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified. Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 3A.1 to 3A.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone; and 

[b]      in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 
Heritage items.  

 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed below. 
Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 
 
Rule 3A.1 - Permitted Activities 

 

3A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as permitted, 
controlled, restricted 
discretionary, discretionary or 
non-complying activities and 
comply with all permitted 
activity standards in this 
chapter. 
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3A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
2. Trimming or modification of 

any vegetation within the 
urban environment. 

 

1. Trimming or modification shall not be carried out on any vegetation that is: 
a) is within an ecological site (schedule 3.4.1); 
b) is a key indigenous tree species (schedule 3.4.2); 
c) is a rare and  threatened vegetation species (3.4.3); or 
d) is listed in the schedule of historic heritage (10.X.Y). 

 

 

3. Trimming of locally indigenous 
vegetation that is not within the 
urban environment). 

 

1. All trimming shall be limited to: 
a. a maximum of 10% reduction of the canopy over a 36 month period, of any tree 

where it is more than 1m from a building;  
b. the removal of broken branches, deadwood or diseased vegetation; 
c. the removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree, 

that are interfering with or overhanging buildings, but only up to a maximum of 1m 
or the closest branch junction point beyond that distance from the external walls or 
roof of that building; or 

d. the removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree to 
maintain access along existing vehicle access ways. 

 
2. Trimming shall not be carried out on any vegetation that is: 

a) is within an ecological site (schedule 3.4.1); 
b) is a key indigenous tree species (schedule 3.4.2); 
c) is a rare and  threatened vegetation species (3.4.3);  
d) is listed in the schedule of historic heritage (10.X.Y); or 
e) in or within 20m of a waterbody or the coastal marine area. 

 

Policy X.Y, W.X 
& Z.Y 

4. Modification of locally 
indigenous vegetation that is 
within the urban environment). 

 

1. Modification of locally indigenous vegetation shall not be carried out on any vegetation that: 
a) is within an ecological site (schedule 3.4.1); 
b) is listed in the schedule of historic heritage (10.X.Y); 
c) is listed in the schedule of key indigenous tree species (schedule 3.4.2) and exceeds either 

of the maximum size criteria (diameter or height); 
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3A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
5. Modification of locally 

indigenous vegetation that is 
not within the urban 
environment. 

 

1. Modification of locally indigenous vegetation that has been specifically planted as a plantation 
forestry or amenity planting, or where it occurs within an established plantation forest, or where 
it occurs within 2 years of a plantation forestry being harvested. 

 
2. Modification of locally indigenous vegetation shall not be carried out on any vegetation that: 

d) exceeds 4m in height and a which has a trunk circumference greater than 95cm measured 
at a point no higher than 1.4m above the ground, except for where the vegetation: 

a. is predominantly (50% or greater) manuka (Leptospermum scoparium) or kanuka 
(Kunzea ericoides); and 

b. has a canopy of no more than 4m tall. 
Where the modification shall be limited to a maximum area of 2ha any given 12 month period. 
e) is within an ecological site (schedule 3.4.1); 
f) is a rare and threatened vegetation species (3.4.3); 
g) is listed in the schedule of historic heritage (10.X.Y); 
h) is listed in the schedule of key indigenous tree species (schedule 3.4.2) and exceeds either 

of the maximum size criteria (diameter or height); 
i) forms a contiguous area of more than 100m²; or  
j) is within 20m of a waterbody (including within the waterbody itself) or the coastal marine 

area. 
 

Policy 3.X, 3.Y & 
3.W 

6. Buildings in significant amenity 
landscapes 

 

1. Buildings shall not be located within 20m of a dominant ridgelines and dominant dunes; 
 
2. Buildings shall be located within 100m of an existing building; 

 
3. Buildings shall have a gross floor area of no greater than 54m2;  

 
4. Buildings shall have a height no greater than 6m; 

 
5. Buildings height shall be no more than 1m above the dominant ridgelines and dominant dunes; 
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3A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
6. Building colours and materials (excluding glazing) shall be non-reflective and recessive. 

 
7. Earthworks in all areas except 

areas subject to flood hazards, 
sensitive natural areas and 
historic heritage features and 
areas. 

 
Note: See natural hazards 
standards for further rules and 
standards for Earthworks in flood 
hazard areas and historic heritage 
chapter for further rules relating to 
activities on land with historic 
heritage features. 

 

1. The following standards apply when carrying out earthworks for any activity such as 
constructing new buildings and relocating buildings, building roads and accesses to building 
sites, subdivision lots, parks and parking areas. This standard applies whether in relation to a 
particular earthwork or as a total of cumulative earthworks. 

 
2. Earthworks shall not be undertaken: 

a) On slopes of more than 28 degrees. 
b) Within 20m of a waterbody, including wetlands and coastal water, except cultivation of a 

field or domestic gardening.  
 

3. In all other areas no earthworks shall involve the disturbance of more than 50m³ (volume) of 
land in living zones and 100m³ in rural zones and shall alter the original ground level by more 
than 1m, measured vertically. 

 
4. These standards do not apply, however,  

a) to road maintenance activities within the legal road and activities associated with 
maintenance of the watercourse or stormwater control.  

b) a more specific earthworks provision is provided for in the zone or precinct methods.  
 

5. The volume standard (50m³ or 100m³) does not apply to earthworks associated with approved 
building developments, subject to a building consent, provided that the earthworks do not 
extend more than 2m beyond the foundation line of the building in any 5 year period. 

 
6. Any earthworks shall ensure that: 

a) Surface runoff from the site is isolated from other sites and existing infrastructure; and 
b) Surface runoff from the site containing silt and sediment is prevented from entering the 

stormwater system or water courses; and 
c) Erosion and sediment control measures are installed and maintained for the duration of 

the construction period, where necessary. 
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3A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
Note: attention is drawn to the Wellington Regional Council publications ‘Erosion and Sediment 
Control Guidelines for the Wellington Region’ and ‘Small Earthworks – Erosion and sediment 
control for small sites’. Applying the appropriate recommended treatments from these publications 
is a means of compliance with this standard. 
 
7. Accidental Discovery Protocol to be followed for any accidental discovery of a waahi tapu or 

other cultural site.  
a) Accidental Discovery Protocol – should a waahi tapu of other cultural site be unearthed 

during Earthworks the contractor and/or owner shall:- 
(i) cease operations; 
(ii) inform local iwi; 
(iii) inform the New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) and apply for the 

appropriate authority if required; 
(iv) take appropriate action, after discussion with the NZHPT, Council and Iwi to 

remedy damage and/or restore the site. 
 
Note: in accordance with the Historic Places Trust Act 1993, where an archaeological site is 
present (or uncovered), an authority from the NZ Historic Trust is required if the site is to be 
modified in any way. 
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Rule 3A.2 - Controlled Activities 

 
Rule 3A.2. Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Buildings in significant amenity 
landscapes 

 

1. Buildings that do not comply with standard 
3A.1.6.3 (gross floor area of no greater than 
54m2) but complies with all other permitted 
standards under rule 3A.1.6, shall not have a 
gross floor area of no greater than 200m2 

 

1. The design and layout of the building and 
earthworks. 

 
2. The location of any building site relative to 

the natural hazards, heritage features and 
sensitive natural features. 

 
3. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 

Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
4. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including strategic arterial routes and any 
effects on the transport network. 

 

Obj: A, B 
Pol: X, Y, Z 

2. Buildings in outstanding 
natural landscapes that comply 
with controlled activity 
standards 

 

1. Buildings shall not be located within 20m of a 
dominant ridgelines and dominant dunes; 

 
2. Buildings shall be located within 100m of an 

existing building; 
 
3. Buildings shall have a gross floor area of no 

greater than 54m2 
 
4. Buildings shall have a height no greater than 

6m; 
 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
including earthworks. 

 
2. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 

Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including strategic arterial routes and any 
effects on the transport network. 
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Rule 3A.2. Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

 
5. Buildings height shall be no more than 1m the 

dominant ridgelines and dominant dunes; 
 
6. Building colours and materials (excluding 

glazing) shall be non-reflective and recessive. 
 

4. The location of any building site relative to 
the natural hazards, heritage features and 
sensitive natural features. 

 

3. Buildings and earthworks on 
sites containing an ecological 
site where buildings are 
located: 

c) within 10m of the 
mapped ecological site 
boundary in living and 
working zones; and 

d) within 20m of the 
mapped ecological site 
boundary in rural and 
open space zones. 

 

1. Individual building platforms and associated 
services (including roading infrastructure) 
shall be not be located within the ecological 
site, or within: 
a) 10m of the ecological site on rural and 

open space zone site, or 
b) 5m of the ecological site on living and 

working zoned sites. 
 

1. Ecological effects. 
 
2. The location and design of any building 

relative to the sensitive natural features. 
 
3. Visual and amenity effects. 
 
4. Traffic and transportation effects. 
 

 

4. Earthworks (including farm 
tracks for permitted farming 
activities) on land with a 
sensitive natural feature or 
historic heritage feature (eg 
Waahi tapu) 

1. Earthworks shall not be undertaken: 
c) On slopes of more than 28 degrees. 
d) Within 20m of a waterbody, including 

wetlands and coastal water, except 
cultivation of a field or domestic 
gardening.  

 
2. Earthworks shall not result in a vertical 

change (cut or fill) that exceeds 1m. 
 
3. Volume of earthworks shall not exceed 100m³ 

1 The visibility of the earthworks from public 
roads and reserves. 

 
2 The effects on water collection areas. 
 
3 The degree to which any cut or fill will: 

a) alter existing landforms, 
b) affect water quality, 
c) cause or contribute to soil erosion and 

slope stability, or 
d) affect any waterbody or locally 
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Rule 3A.2. Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matte l reserves rs over which Counci
control 

Ref. 

in any 10 year period. indigenous vegetation. 
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Rule 3A.3 – Restricted Discretionary Activities 

 

3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Trimming of any vegetation 
that: 
f) is within an ecological site 

(schedule 3.4.1); 
g) is a key indigenous tree 

species (schedule 3.4.2); 
h) is a rare and threatened 

vegetation species (3.4.3);  
i) is listed in the schedule of 

historic heritage (10.X.Y). 
j) is in or within 20m of a 

waterbody or the coastal 
marine area where it not 
within the urban 
environment. 

 

1. Trimming of trees shall meet standards in 
3A.1.3.1, and the standard(s) below: 

a. Trimming method shall ensure 
that no locally indigenous 
vegetation is damaged or 
destroyed by the trimming 
methods  

 

1. Ecological effects. 
 
2. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
3. Suitability of the method for the proposed 

activity  
4. Historic heritage effects 
 
5. Effect on natural character values 
 
6. Any positive effects to be derived from the 

activity 

 

2. Modification of locally 
indigenous vegetation, 
vegetation listed in the 
schedule of historic heritage or 
vegetation within an ecological 
site, by any network utility 
operator for the purposes to 
ensure the safety and integrity 
of any network utility or to 
maintain access to the 
network utility. 

 

1. Modification will be limited to only that is 
necessary to ensure the safety and integrity of 
any network utility or to maintain access to the 
network utility.  

 

1. Ecological effects. 
 
2. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
3. Suitability of the method for the proposed 

activity  
4. Historic heritage effects 
 
5. Effect on natural character values 
 
6. Any positive effects to be derived from the 

activity 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

3. Subdivision of land containing 
significant or locally 
indigenous vegetation or 
significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna 

 

1. Any significant or locally indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna 
must be identified on a site before subdivision, 
and if the site contains any of these features, 
the following will apply: 

 
a) Sites or areas of significant indigenous 

vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna shall be identified on site 
plans. 

 
b) Sites or areas of significant indigenous 

vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna shall be physically and 
legally protected, at the owner’s cost, from 
the following adverse effects, which may 
be a consequence of development 
enabled by subdivision, including: 

 
i. Damage by domestic (eg. livestock) 

grazing animals, pests animals and 
weeds; 

ii. effects of construction/development/ 
operation of buildings and vehicle 
access ways 

 
c) A minimum 20 metre ecological buffer 

zone shall be created around significant 
indigenous vegetation and significant 
habitats of indigenous fauna. 

1. The type of protection, including: 
 

a) Permanency of the mechanism for 
legal protection (e.g. covenant or 
consent notice under s.221 RMA); 

 
b) Suitability of fencing or alternation 

exclusion methods; 
 

c) The extent to which the biodiversity 
value(s) of any significant indigenous 
vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna is enhanced; 

 
d) The location and design of buildings 

and access(es) 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
d) Individual building platforms and 

associated services (including roading 
infrastructure) shall be defined and may 
not be located within the 20 metre 
ecological buffer zone;  

 
2. Locally indigenous vegetation will be used for 

all planting. 
 

4. Subdivision of land containing 
key areas for restoration. 

1. Permanent protection of, either, 
a) The entire area of land containing key 

areas for restoration; or 
b) 10% of the site; 

Whichever is the lesser area. 
 
2. Restoration of land containing key areas for 

restoration shall be consistent with the 
ecological domains as mapped. 

 
Note - Planting shall be consistent with the 
KCDC “Growing Native Plants” guide. 

 

1. Type of protection, including; 
 

a) Permanency of the mechanism for 
legal protection (e.g. covenant or 
consent notice under s.221 RMA); 

 
b) Suitability of fencing or alternation 

exclusion methods; 
 

c) The extent to which the biodiversity 
value(s) of any significant indigenous 
vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna is enhanced; 

 
d) The location and design of buildings 

and vehicle access(es). 
 

 

5. Subdivision for land which 
contains a sensitive natural 
feature. 

1. No building or earthworks to be enabled within 
20m of the edge of the sensitive natural 
feature or area). 

1. The location of building sites relative to 
sensitive natural features. 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

  
2. All natural features and areas shall be 

surveyed and identified on titles. 
 

2. Potential visual effects of subsequent 
development. 

 
3. The design and layout of the subdivision 

including earthworks. 
 
4. The visibility of subdivision boundaries and 

any associated or subsequent 
development or land uses. 

 
5. The appropriateness of the mechanism for 

permanent protection of natural sites. 
 

6. Buildings greater than 54m² in 
outstanding natural 
landscapes which exceeds 
any one of controlled activity 
standards 3A.2.2. 

 

1. A development plan showing proposed 
buildings (floors, elevation and landscaping 
plans) shall be provided. 

 
2. No buildings and no earthworks shall be within 

20m of the edge of the outstanding natural 
landscape or significant amenity landscape. 

 
3. Habitable buildings shall be located away from 

high gradients and dominant ridgelines and 
dominant dunes and screened to minimise the 
impact on dominant ridgelines and dominant 
dunes. 

 
4. Buildings shall be screened with locally 

indigenous planting with a minimum depth of 
5m. 

1. The location of any building site relative to 
landscape features listed in relevant 
schedules. 

 
2. The design and layout of the subdivision 

including earthworks. 
 
3. The visibility of subdivision boundaries and 

any associated or subsequent 
development or land uses. 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
7. Earthworks exceeding 

permitted activity standards in 
all areas except areas subject 
to flood hazards and sensitive 
natural features  

 

1. Earthworks shall not result in a vertical change 
(cut or fill) that exceeds 1m. 

 
2. Volume of Earthworks shall not exceed 50m² 

in any 1 year period. 
 
 

1. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
2. The effects on water collection areas. 
 
3. The degree of compliance with any 

applicable Environmental Management 
Plan or Structure Plan applicable to the 
development. 

 

 

8. Earthworks on land identified 
as having a sensitive natural 
feature or historic heritage 
feature (eg Waahi tapu) 

 

1. Earthworks shall not result in a vertical change 
(cut or fill) that exceeds 1m. 

 
2. Volume of Earthworks shall not exceed 50m² 

in any 1 year period. 
 

1. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
2. The effects on water collection areas. 
 

 

9. Farm tracks for permitted 
farming activities on land 
within outstanding natural 
landscapes. 

 

1. Earthworks shall not result in a vertical change 
(cut or fill) that exceeds 1m. 

 
2. Volume of earthworks shall not exceed 50m² 

in any 1 year period. 
 

1. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
2. The effects on water collection areas. 
 

 

10. Planting of shelter belts or 
plantation forestry on sites 
containing a sensitive natural 

1. Vegetation planted to form a shelter belt more 
than 20 metres in length and which is capable 
of attaining a height of more than 6 metres 

1. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

feature. above ground level shall not be planted within 
10 metres of any legal boundary of any site 
held under separate ownership without the 
prior written consent of the adjoining sites’ 
owner or controlling authority. 

 
2. No shelter belts or plantation forestry in shall 

be located within a sensitive natural feature. 
 

Requirements 2012. 
 
2. Effects on historic heritage values (Policy 

10.5 and 10.11 Heritage Chapter) 

11. Plantation forestry harvesting 
activities on land with sensitive 
natural features. 

1. No more than 10ha of any contiguous area 
used for plantation forestry shall be harvested 
in any one calendar year. 

 
2. No harvesting of plantation forestry shall be 

undertaken within 20 metres of any river 
whose bed has an average width of 3 metres 
or more where the river flows through or 
adjoins the forestry plantation. 

 
3. Each property containing a plantation forest 

activity shall have a vehicle access designed 
and built for the entry and exit of fire fighting 
vehicles and shall meet the following minimum 
requirements: 
i) 2.5 metres in width 
ii) 2.8 metres in height clearance (i.e. clear 

from vegetation, buildings and 
structures.) 

 
4. A fire plan shall be completed for all forestry 

1. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
2. Effects on historic heritage and landscape 

values. 
 

Policies 10.5 and 
10.11 
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3A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

blocks prior to harvesting by the forest owner 
or harvesting company and certified by the 
Council’s Rural Fire Officer prior to 
commencing any plantation forest harvesting. 

 
Advice Note: Council will accept, as compliance 
with this standard, activities which are 
demonstrated to be consistent with the New 
Zealand Environmental Code of Practice for 
Plantation Forestry. 
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Rule 3A.4 - Discretionary Activities 

 

3A.4 Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activity which is not 

identified as a permitted, 
controlled, restricted 
discretionary or non-
complying. 

  

  

2. Modification of any vegetation 
which does not meet the 
restricted discretionary activity 
3A.3.1 that is: 
a) within an ecological site 

(schedule 3.4.1); 
b) a key indigenous tree 

species (schedule 3.4.2); 
c) a rare and threatened 

vegetation species (3.4.3);  
d) listed in the schedule of 

historic heritage (10.X.Y). 
e) in or within 20m of a 

waterbody or the coastal 
marine area where it not 
within the urban 
environment. 

f) Is locally indigenous 
vegetation, forms a 
contiguous area of more 
than 100m2 and is not 
within the urban 
environment. 

 

1. Consistency with Policy X and Policy X 
 
2. The matters listed in Policy X 
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3. Earthworks exceeding 
permitted activity standards on 
land containing a significant 
amenity landscape or 
geological feature. 

 

1. Consistency with policy x  

4. Buildings and development in 
significant amenity landscapes 
which is not a permitted 
activity under rule 3A.1.6 or a 
controlled activity under rule 
3A.2.1. 

 

1. Consistency with policy x (3.16 and 3.17) 
 

 

5. Earthworks in significant 
amenity landscapes which is 
not a permitted activity under 
rule 3A.1.7 or a controlled 
activity under rule 3A.2.4. 

 

1. Consistency with policy x (3.16 and 3.17) 
 

 

6. Buildings and development in 
and within 10m of an 
ecological site which is not a 
controlled activity under rule 
3A.2.3. 

 

1. Consistency with policy x (3.16 and 3.17) 
 

 

7. Subdivision of land containing 
a geological feature or 
significant amenity feature or 
landscape which exceeds the 
controlled activity standards. 

 

1. Consistency with policy x 
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Rule 3A.5 – Non-Complying Activities 

 

3A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any subdivision of land containing significant or locally indigenous vegetation or significant habitats of indigenous fauna which does 

not comply with any one or more of the restricted discretionary activity standards under Rules 3A.3.3 or 3A.3.4. 
 

 

2. Subdivision and development in outstanding natural landscapes which does not meet restricted discretionary activity standard 3A.3.5 
 

 

3. Masts and wind turbines over 12m in height within outstanding landscapes and significant amenity landscapes. 
 

 

4. Earthworks in the outstanding natural landscapes which are not a permitted or controlled activity. 
 

 

5. Extractive activities including the removal of more than 100m3 of topsoil and landfills in significant amenity landscapes 
 

 

6. Extractive activities including the removal of more than 100m3 of topsoil and landfills in outstanding natural landscapes  
 

 

7. Intensive farming activities in outstanding natural landscapes’ and significant amenity landscapes. 
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3.4 Schedules  

Schedules as follows: 
 

3.4.1 Ecological Sites; 
3.4.2 Key Indigenous Tree Species by Size and Ecological Domain; 
3.4.3 Rare and Threatened Vegetation Species; 
3.4.4 Outstanding Natural Landscapes; and 
3.4.5 Significant Amenity Landscapes. 
3.4.6 Landscape Character Areas  
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Schedule 3.4.1 Ecological Sites 
 
Ecological Sites are areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous flora. 
 
Note: Abbreviations within the tables read as follows: District Scheme Register - Otaki, Horowhenua or Kapiti (DSR (O, H or K)), Department of 
Conservation (Number in Inventory of Significant Indigenous Flora and Fauna) DOC, Historic Places Trust (Category I or II Classification) (HPT 
(I or II)), Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC), Kapiti Environmental Action Inc (KEA), Kapiti Historical Society (KHS), National Tree Register 
(NZIH) (NTR), Otaki Historical Society (OHS), Tree Covenant (protection of trees through subdivision)(TC) and Wellington Regional Council 
(WRC). 
 
Ecological Sites are areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous flora. 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

K001 Lake 
Waiorongomai 

Lake 
Waiorongomai,  
North Otaki 
 

DOC (57) S25 906/529 Dune lake 15.1ha.  Best dune lake with outflow to the sea in 
the Kapiti District. Wetland habitat is nationally under-
represented. Provides important habitat for wetland species 
including kapungawha. Under considerable threat from 
stock and drainage.   

Regional 

K002 Lake Huritini Lake Huritini, 
North Otaki  
 

DOC (46) S25 921/534 Dune lake / Wetland – 16.75ha. One of the few remaining 
dune lake and wetland associations within Foxton Ecological 
District and is representative of a formally more common 
habitat.  Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  
However, the site is modified and exotic species are 
common.  Provides habitat for bamboo spike-sedge and 
kapungawha. Protected by DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K004 Simcox Swamp Simcox Swamp - 
North Otaki.  
 

DOC (133) S25 928/522 Manuka wetland 4.61ha.  Small, ephemeral wetland 
dominated by manuka scrub.  Wetland habitat is nationally 
under-represented. Provides habitat for bamboo spike-
sedge.  

District 

K005 Pylon Swamp Waiorongomai 
Rd, Otaki 
 

DOC (118) S25 919/522 
 

Wetland -1.8 ha.  Very small and vulnerable with 
considerable threat from grazing and weed invasion. Has 
been considerably reduced in recent years.  Wetland habitat 
is nationally under-represented. Provides habitat for 
kapungawha.  

District 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

K007 Lake 
Kopurehereher
e 
 

Takapu Road, 
Otaki 
 

DOC (49) S25 936/519 
 

Dune lake-wetland, swamp forest, tawa forest – 16.72ha.  
Provides an example of ecological sequence between dune 
lake, swamp forest and dry forest formally characteristic of 
the area but now uncommon within Foxton Ecological 
District.  Has been modified and grazed.  Wetland habitat is 
nationally under-represented. Provides habitat for 
kapungawha and kereru. 

Regional 

K008 Takapu Bush Takapu Road, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (677) S25 942/516 
 

Tawa-kohekohe forest – 2.94ha. The largest example of the 
under-represented tawa-kohekohe forest habitat type within 
the Manawatu Plains Ecological District. Partially fenced, 
pest plant species absent. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial 
plain is nationally under-represented.  Habitat for kereru.  
Provides example of sequence from dune lake habitat to 
forest on alluvial plains.  

Regional 

K009 Lake Waitawa  
 

Forest Lake 
Road 
 

DOC (59) S25 936/512 Wetland / Lagoon - 1.2ha. Small, degraded wetland.  
Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  Provides 
habitat for small population of bamboo spike-sedge although 
it is under threat from grazing.  

District 

K010 Waimanguru 
Lagoon 

Forest Lakes 
Road, Otaki 
(Lake 1)  

DOC (14) S25 928/505 Wetland / Lagoon - 1.2ha. Small, degraded wetland.  
Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  Provides 
habitat for small population of bamboo spike-sedge although 
it is under threat from grazing.  

District 

K011 Rotopotakataka 
Lake 

Forest Lakes 
Road, Otaki 
(Lake 2)  

DOC (15) S25 932/505 Tawa forest / Lake. 2.38ha Very small area of uncommon 
habitat types.  The lake has been modified and has an 
artificial species assemblage.  Although this fragment is very 
small and under threat from pest plant species, tawa forest 
is uncommon within the Foxton Ecological District.  Provides 
habitat for kereru and is a component of a series of 
fragments in the area.   

District 

K012 Ngatotora 
Lagoon 

Wairongomai Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (86) S25 918/503 Dune Lake / Wetland - 5.34ha Wetland habitat is nationally 
under-represented.  Small, fragmented and unfenced but 
provides habitat for spotless crake and kapungawha.  

Regional 

K013 Pukehou 
Swamp 

Forest Lakes Rd, 
Otaki 

DOC (113) S25  933/499 Wetland, swamp forest, secondary indigenous forest - 
24.77ha.  Best and largest representative example of 

Regional 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

 wetland-swamp forest associations in Manawatu Plains 
Ecological District.  Wetland habitat is nationally under-
represented. Provides habitat for Korthalsella salicornioides, 
Hypolepis distans and Doodia australis (Enright et al. 2002; 
Ravine 1995).  Protected under QEII Covenant and DOC 
Covenant.  

K014 Waitohu River 
Mouth 

Waitohu River 
Mouth 
 

DOC (162) R25 892/509 River mouth, wetland – 33.01ha.  One of very few estuarine 
wetlands in the district.  Wetland habitat is nationally under 
represented.   

Regional. 

K015 Haruatai Park 
forest 

State Highway 1 
South, Otaki  
 

DOC (342) S25 921/480 Pukatea-kahikatea swamp forest, wetland - 5.78ha.  This 
site is fragmented and under considerable threat from pest 
plant species.  However, swamp forest is very uncommon in 
Foxton Ecological District. Wetland habitat is nationally 
under-represented. Provides habitat for kapungawha and 
kereru.  

Regional 

K016 Staples Bush 426 State 
Highway 1 Nth, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (679) S25 921/480 Kohekohe-mahoe forest - 1.28ha.  Small fragment of 
kohekohe-mahoe forest on river terrace tread; an 
uncommon vegetation type in Manawatu Plains Ecological 
District. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally 
under-represented. 

Regional 

K017 Tararua 
Ranges 

Tararua Ranges DOC (281)  Largest area of native bush/wilderness area on the Coast -
42,390ha 

 

K018 Castlehill Farm 
Bush 

Rahui Rd, Otaki  
 

DOC (674) S25 935/464 Kohekohe-tawa forest - 6.09ha The largest fragment of 
kohekohe-tawa forest in Manawatu Plains Ecological 
District. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally 
under-represented.  This site is threatened by pest plant 
species.  

Regional 

K019 Waitohu 
Stream  
Bush A 

Waitohu Valley 
Rd, Otaki  
 

DOC (675) S25 943/465 Tawa-kohekohe forest - 2.63ha.  Tawa-kohekohe forest is 
under-represented within the Manawatu Plains Ecological 
District.  Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally 
under-represented. Provides habitat for kereru.  

Regional 

K020 Hillas Bush Rahui Rd, Otaki  DOC (668) S25 940/453 Kamahi forest - 2.11ha.  Provides habitat for Powelliphanta 
traversi otakia (Department of Conservation 1996), one of 
only two known habitats nationally of this subspecies.  

National 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

Kamahi forest is uncommon in the Manawatu Plains 
Ecological District.  Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is 
nationally under-represented. Protected by DOC Covenant.  

K021 Rahui Road 
Bush D 

Rahui Rd, Otaki  DOC (268) S25 941/450 Totara-tawa-kamahi forest - 3.73ha Small, fragmented and 
under threat from pest plant species, however is a 
representative example of totara forest with tawa and 
kamahi within Manawatu Ecological District.   

District 

K022 Rahui Road 
Bush F 

Rahui Road, 
Otaki  

DOC (670) S25 944/449 Kamahi forest, tawa-totara forest - 6.69ha.  Small and 
fragmented, however is a representative example of tawa-
totara forest within Manawatu Ecological District.  
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented. Kamahi forest is uncommon within the 
Ecological District.  

Regional 

K023 Rahui Road 
Bush E 

476-490 & 566 
Rahui Rd, Otaki  

DOC (669) S25 947/437 Kamahi forest, tawa forest, tawa-kohekohe forest. - 19.59ha. 
Along with K025 this site is the best representative example 
of kamahi forest within Manawatu Plains Ecological District.  

Regional 

K024 Rahui Road 
Bush A 

535 Rahui Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (654) S25 948/429 Pukatea-tawa-kohekohe forest - 3.36ha.  Best 
representative example of semi-swamp forest within 
Manawatu Plains Ecological District. Indigenous vegetation 
on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  

Regional 

K025 Rahui Road 
Bush C 

566 Rahui Road, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (664) S25 954/427 Kamahi forest, tawa forest. - 10.9ha. Along with K023 this 
site is the best representative example of kamahi forest 
within Manawatu Plains Ecological District. 

 

K026 Rahui Road 
Bush B 

66 Waimanu 
Grove, Otaki  

DOC (648) S25 957/416 Totara-kohekohe-kamahi forest, tawa-kohekohe forest. - 
4.42ha. A small representative area of totara-kohekohe-
kamahi forest.  This habitat type and tawa-kohekohe forest 
are under-represented within Manawatu Ecological District.  
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented.  

Regional 

K027 Otaki River 
Mouth 

Otaki River 
Mouth 
 

DOC (98) R25 878/473 Estuarine wetland, river mouth. - 71.52ha. The estuary 
provides habitat for banded dotterel, Caspian tern and long-
finned eel.  Dune system is degraded and with high level of 
threat from pest plant species.  Flood control measures 
have greatly modified the system.  

Regional 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

K028 Gorge Rd, 
Bush D 

Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (673) S25 913/448 Matai-totara-kohekohe forest. - 2.41ha.  Small, fragmented 
and under some threat from pest plant species.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  
Provides habitat for Korthalsella lindsayi.   

Regional 

K029 Braeview Bush Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (672) S25 928/448 Kohekohe-tawa forest - 1.85ha. A very small and narrow 
fragment, degraded in part, limited regeneration and under 
threat from pest plant species.  Indigenous vegetation on 
alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  Provides 
habitat for kereru.  

District 

K030 Gorge Rd Bush 
C 

Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (671) S25 922/444 Totara-kohekohe forest - 1.45ha. Small, fragmented and 
under threat from pest plant species, but one of only a few 
fragments of its type within Manawatu Plains Ecological 
District.  Nationally under-represented habitat type. Part of a 
series of fragments providing links between Kapiti Island 
and the Tararua Ranges.  Provides habitat for kereru.  

District 

K031 Otaki River 
Bush A 

Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (658) S25 932/433 Totara Forest - 6.01ha. The largest and best example of 
totara forest on alluvial plains in the area.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented. 
Partially protected under QEII Covenant.  

Regional 

K032 Otaki River 
Bush B 

Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (659) S25 934/432 Totara-mahoe forest. - 1.57ha. Contiguous with K031 (Otaki 
River Bush A). Representative of totara-mahoe forest 
although very small. Nationally under-represented habitat 
type.   

District 

K033 Gorge Rd Bush 
A 

Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki  
 

DOC (656) S25 930/429 Totara Forest. - 1.7ha.  Small fragment with considerable 
weed threat and limited regeneration. Indigenous vegetation 
on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  

District 

K034 Mansells Bush 568 Otaki Gorge 
Rd, Otaki  

DOC (687) S25 940/413 Kohekohe-Tawa-nikau Forest - 4.19ha. A relatively small 
fragment of kohekohe forest on hill country.  Protected by 
DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K035 
 

Hautere Bush 
C 

1081 State 
Highway South, 
Otaki, Nth of Te 
Waka Rd, Te 
Horo  

DOC (662) R25 897/441 Totara, titoki Forest. - 0.82ha. Provides habitat for Streblus 
banksii, Ileostylis micranthus, and DOC historic records list 
Korthalsella lindsayi. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain 
is nationally under-represented.   

Regional 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

K036 
 

Te Waka Road 
Bush 

Corner Te Waka 
Rd / SH 1. Te 
Horo.  

DOC (661) R25 894/435 Totara-kohekohe forest – 1.61ha.  Provides habitat for 
Korthalsella lindsayi and Nestegis. Indigenous vegetation on 
alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.   

Regional 

K037 Cottle’s Bush SH1 (opposite Te 
Waka Rd 
intersection, Te 
Horo)  

DOC (663) R25 895/434 Totara-matai forest - 1.46ha. Part of a series of fragments 
across the plains providing links between Kapiti Island to the 
Tararua Ranges.  Recovering from grazing, weed 
infestation, currently low quality but recovering.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.   

District 

K038 Hautere Bush F SH1 (opposite Te 
Waka Rd 
intersection, Te 
Horo) 

DOC (686) S25 900/438 Totara-titoki-matai forest - 3.51ha.  Convoluted, unfenced 
and lacking an understory.  Part of a series of fragments 
across the plains providing links between Kapiti Island and 
the Tararua Ranges. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain 
is nationally under-represented.  

District 

K039 Hautere Bush 
E 

64 - 66 Old 
Hautere Rd, Te 
Horo 

DOC (685) S25 903/440 Totara-matai-titoki forest – 3.25 ha approx (area registered 
excludes trees on Lot 1 DP 74253). Indigenous vegetation 
on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  Convoluted 
but one of largest fragments of its type in the area with 
relatively good regeneration.  

Regional 

K040 Kiripiti Bush 92 Old Hautere 
Rd, Te Horo  

DOC (665) S25 905/437 Totara-matai-titoki forest - 1.74ha. This site is compact with 
good understorey and natural regeneration.  One of the best 
examples of habitat of its type in the area.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  
Part of a series of fragments across the plains that provide 
links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  

Regional 

K041 Hautere Bush 
D 

Old Hautere Rd, 
Te Horo  

DOC (684) S25 904/438 Totara-matai-titoki forest - 1.04ha.  These fragments are a 
continuation of Kiripiti Scenic Reserve and provide one of 
the best examples of this habitat type in the area.  
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented. Provides habitat for Korthalsella lindsayi 
(KCDC files).  Part of a series of fragments across the plains 
that provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges.   

Regional 

K042 Bothamley 
Bush 

Old Hautere Rd, 
Te Horo 

DOC (666) S25 912/440 Totara-matai-titoki forest - 3.61ha. The largest fragment of 
its type within Kapiti District.  Understorey present but site is 

Regional 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-53] - Notified 29 November 2012 

District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
reference 

Description/Significance/ Dominant Habitat or Vegetation 
 

Significance  

convoluted and under considerable threat from pest plant 
species.  Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally 
under-represented. Part of a series of fragments across the 
plains that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges.   

K043 Ludlams Bush /  
Totara Grove 

235 – 269 Old 
Hautere Rd, Te 
Horo  
 

DOC (667) S25 912/440 Totara Forest - 3.4ha. Moderately sized fragment under 
considerable threat from pest plant species.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented. 
Part of a series of fragments across the plains that provide 
links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.   

District 

K044 Old Hautere Rd 
Bush 

212 Old Hautere 
Rd, Te Horo (Old 
Hautere Rd 
Bush).  

DOC (683) S25 916/437 Totara-matai-titoki Forest - 1.44ha. Small and convoluted 
fragment under considerable threat from pest species.  Part 
of a series of fragments across the plains that provide links 
between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  

District 

K045 Gorge Rd Bush 
B 

Otaki Gorge 
Road, Otaki 
 

DOC (657) S25 926/439 Totara-titoki-kohekohe forest - 1.91ha.  Small, fragmented 
with sparse understorey and under threat from pest plant 
species.  Part of a series of fragments across the plains that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. 
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented.   

District 

K046 Empsons Bush Otaki Gorge Rd, 
Otaki 
 

DOC (655) S25 918/431 Totara Forest - 6.87ha.  Half of this fragment is unfenced.  
Understorey is sparse but one of largest fragments of its 
type.  Part of a series of fragments across the plains 
providing linkage between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally 
under-represented.   

Regional 

K047 Huapaka Bush Gorge Rd, Otaki  DOC (652) S25 931/422 Totara Forest - 3.64ha. This site is highly fragmented but is 
an example of a formally common habitat and part of a 
serious of fragments across the plains providing linkage 
between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented. 
Provides habitat for kereru.   

Regional 

K048 Mangaone 113 – 115 Arcus DOC (660) S25 901/431 Totara-matai-titoki forest - 2.75ha. One of the largest Regional 
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Bush B Rd, Te Horo  fragments of its type. Relatively small threat from pest plant 
species and ungrazed.  Provides habitat for kereru.  
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented. Part of a series of fragments across the plains 
that provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges.  

K049 
 

Mangaone 
Bush A 

107 – 109 Arcus 
Rd, Te Horo  

DOC (653) S25 903/428 Kohekohe-titoki forest - 3.12ha. One of the largest 
fragments of its type within Kapiti District.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented. 
Provides habitat for Streblus banksii.  

Regional 

K050 Catley Rd Bush 11 – 15 Catley 
Rd, Te Horo  

DOC (650) S25 901/419 Kohekohe-tawa forest, kawakawa, nikau - 1.32ha. Small 
relatively good quality area of nationally under-represented 
habitat type.  Part of a series of fragments across the plains 
that provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges.  

Regional 

K051 Hautere Bush 
A 

138 Te Horo 
Hautere Cross 
Rd, Te Horo 

DOC (646) S25 904/417 Tawa-kohekohe forest - 0.82ha. Part of a series of 
fragments across the plains that provide links between 
Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented.  
Fenced with good understorey although severe 
Tradescantia infestation.    Provides habitat for kereru.  

Regional 

K052 Hautere Bush 
B 

Te Horo Hautere 
Cross Rd, Te 
Horo 

DOC (647) S25 904/412 Tawa-kohekohe-titoki forest - 1.49ha.  Good regenerating 
example of its type.  Part of a series of fragments across the 
plains that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges. Nationally under-represented habitat type.  

Regional 

K053 Huttons Bush Te Horo Hautere 
Cross Rd, Te 
Horo 

DOC (688) S25 924/409 Tawa-kohekohe forest - 4.91ha. Provides habitat for 
threatened Native Carnivorous Land Snail (Powelliphanta 
traversi otakia - Department of Conservation 1996) and 
kereru.  

National 

K054 Te Horo Bush 877 State 
Highway 1, Te 
Horo  

DOC (645) R25 883/428 Tawa-karaka-kohekohe forest - 1.98ha. Site borders both 
Foxton and Manawatu Plains Ecological Districts and shows 
influences of both Districts.  There are few remaining 
fragments on the boundary of the two Ecological Districts.  
The under storey is sparse and the site is under threat from 

Regional 
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pest plant species, mostly on the edges.  Provides habitat 
for kereru.   

K055 Te Hapua Rd  
Swamp A 

Te Hapua Rd, Te 
Horo 
 

DOC (334) R25 859/413 Dune Wetland - 49.81ha. Large representative example of 
habitat that was formally characteristic of the area.  Provides 
habitat for spotless crake.  Also Ranunculus macropus, 
Carex dipsacea, Potentilla anserinioides, (Enright & John 
2001) and other species becoming uncommon in the 
Wellington Region  including Gratiola sexdenta, 
kapungawha and Baumea articulata.  Wetland habitat is 
nationally under-represented. Protected in parts by QEII 
Covenant.  

Regional 

K056 Te Hapua Rd  
Swamp E 

84 Te Hapua Rd, 
Te Horo  

DOC (719) R25 865/408 Dune Wetland - 1.41ha. Small wetland habitat with 
constructed pond and exotic species common. Wetland 
habitat is nationally under-represented.   

District 

K057 Te Hapua Rd  
Swamp C 

Te Hapua Rd, Te 
Horo  
 

DOC (691) R25 854/406 Dune Wetland - 7.36ha.  Site of moderate size in relation to 
Foxton Ecological District.  Provides habitat for bamboo 
spike-sedge.  Contains open water-reedland-sedgeland-
scrub wetland associations. Wetland habitat is nationally 
under-represented.   

Regional 

K058 Awatea Bush SH1 opposite Te 
Hapua Rd, Te 
Horo 

DOC (644) R26 869/396 Kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest - 7.16ha. Part of a series of 
fragments across the plains that provide links between 
Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  Below main block of 
forest is a population of Streblus banksii.  Provides habitat 
for kereru.  Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is 
nationally under-represented. In process of protection under 
QEII Covenant.   

Regional 

K059 Awatea Scarp  
Bush Remnant 

SH1 opposite Te 
Hapua Rd, Te 
Horo 

DOC (643) R26 863/391 Kohekohe-tawa forest, induced wetland. -  2.02ha.  
Fragment is very small and narrow.  Indigenous vegetation 
on alluvial plain is nationally under-represented. Area of 
wetland is small and induced.  

District 

K060 Peka Peka Rd  
Swamp 

Peka Peka Rd, 
Peka Peka  

DOC (109) R26 844/387 Harakeke Wetland - 4.39ha. Moderately sized wetland with 
small area of open water and harakeke flaxland-Juncus 
rushland-coprosma scrub associations.  Wetland habitat is 
nationally under-represented. Protected under DOC 

Regional 
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Covenant. 
K061 Waikanae Bush SH1 opposite 

Peka Peka  
DOC (642) R26 860/376 Kohekohe-tawa forest, titoki-mahoe treeland - 7.49ha. 

Kohekohe forest at low altitude is uncommon within Tararua 
Ecological District.  Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected 
as Scenic Reserve.   

Regional 

K062 Hemi Matenga  
Forest 

Foothills, 
Waikanae  

DOC (693) R26 859/353 Kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest. - 334.23ha. The largest area of 
forest of its type in New Zealand.  Protected in part under 
Scenic Reserve and DOC covenant.  Provides habitat for 
kereru.  

National 

K063 Huia St Bush Huia St, 
Waikanae  

DOC (640) R26 851/359 Kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest - 1.5ha. Very small fragment 
with considerable threat from pest plant species.  Kohekohe 
forest on flat land at low altitude is uncommon within 
Tararua Ecological District.  Separated from Hemi Matenga 
Reserve by a road.  

District 

K064 Paetawa Bush SH1 Nth 
Waikanae  

DOC (641) R26 855/372 Kohekohe, titoki, tawa forest - 1.59ha. A very small example 
of a forest type that is under-represented within the 
ecological district.  

District 

K065 Waikanae Nth  
Scrubland 

SH1 Nth 
Waikanae  

DOC (730) R26 846/362 Kanuka-manuka scrub - 7.68ha. A relatively large area of 
kanuka-manuka scrub and sphagnum moss wetland.  
Habitat of this type is uncommon within Foxton Ecological 
District.   

Regional 

K066 Te Harakeke 
Swamp 

Nth Rutherford 
Dr, Waikanae  

DOC (141) R26 821/369 Dune Wetland. Kahikatea, pukatea, toetoe, cabbage trees, 
manuka - 63.35ha A moderately sized area of harakeke 
flaxland and raupo reedland - the second largest of its type 
in the Kapiti District.  An important representation of habitat 
formally common in the area.  Wetland habitat is nationally 
under-represented.  Protected under QEII Covenant.   

Regional 

K067 Wi Parata 
Reserve Bush 

Rimu St, 
Waikanae  

DOC (638) R26 836/350 Kohekohe forest - 2.96ha. Site is small and vulnerable to 
pest plant species encroaching from residential gardens.  
Under-represented habitat type within ecological region.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected as Council Reserve.  

Regional 

K068 Osbornes 
Swamp 

Te Moana Rd, 
Waikanae  

DOC (729) R26 811/355 Raupo-harakeke wetland - 0.95ha. Wetland is small and 
modified.  Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented. 
Protected under QEII Covenant.  

Regional 
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K069 Waikanae Park 
Bush 

Park Ave, 
Waikanae  
 

DOC (341) R26 828/348 Kohekohe Forest - 0.51ha. A small fragment with sparse 
understorey however, kohekohe forest uncommon in Foxton 
Ecological District.  Provides habitat for Korthalsella 
salicornioides (Townsend et al. 1998). 

District 

K070 Russell 
Reserve Bush 

Ngaio Rd, 
Waikanae  

DOC (637) R26 830/347 Kohekohe titoki Forest - 2.2ha. A small area of kohekohe-
titoki forest that is uncommon in the Foxton Ecological 
District.  Provides habitat for kereru and Streblus banksii.  
Protected as Recreation Reserve.   

Regional 

K071 Narn’s Bush 
 
 

State Highway 1 
South, Waikanae 

DOC (690) R26 835/337 
 
 

Kohekohe-titoki-tawa forest, kamahi forest, kanuka scrub - 
6.68ha. A small representative example of kohekohe forest 
– uncommon on lowland within Tararua Ecological District.  
Very small area of kamahi forest and scrub successional to 
kohekohe forest.  Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected in 
part under QEII Covenant with a further area in the process 
of becoming protected. 

Regional 

K072 Reikorangi Rd 
Bush A 

Reikorangi Rd, 
Reikorangi 

DOC (732) R26 843/330 Kohekohe-titoki-tawa forest - 6.6ha. A small narrow example 
of tawa-titoki and kohekohe-titoki forest that is part of a 
series of fragments adjacent to the Waikanae River.  Deer 
present.  Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected under DOC. 

District 

K073 Waikanae 
South Bush 

16 Aston Road, 
Paraparaumu,   
Foothills, South 
of Waikanae  

DOC (731) R26 835/328 Kohekohe-Tawa Forest - 4.91ha. A small example of tawa-
kohekohe forest.  Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected 
under DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K074 Reikorangi Rd 
Bush B 

26 Reikorangi 
Rd, Reikorangi  
East side of River 

DOC (733) R26 846/329 Kohekohe-tawa forest, mahoe forest - 3.31ha. A small area 
of kohekohe-tawa forest with remnant podocarp and a small 
area of secondary forest that is part of a series of fragments 
adjacent to the Waikanae River.  Provides habitat for kereru.  
Protected under DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K075 Reikorangi Rd 
Bush C 

Reikorangi Rd, 
Reikorangi  
West side of 
River 

DOC (734) R26 845/329 Titoki-tawa-rewarewa forest - 3.08ha.  A small narrow area 
of titoki-tawa with some regeneration.  Part of a series of 
fragments adjacent to the Waikanae River.  Provides habitat 
for kereru.  

Regional 

K076 Reikorangi Rd 
Bush D 

DOC (735) Reikorangi 
Rd, 

R26 848/323 Tawa-titoki-kohekohe forest - 7.66ha.  A small example of 
indigenous vegetation in good condition that is part of a 

Regional 
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Reikorangi  series of fragments adjacent to the Waikanae River.  
Provides habitat for maire tawahe.  A very small area of 
wetland present on floodplain.  Provides habitat for kereru.  
Protected by OEII Covenant. 

K077 Waikanae 
Gorge Bush 

Reikorangi Rd, 
Reikorangi 

DOC (715) R26 847/314 Tawa-kohekohe forest - 25.79ha.  A relatively good quality 
example of indigenous forest on river terrace that is part of a 
series of fragments adjacent to the Waikanae River.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  Partially protected under DOC 
Covenant and QEII Covenant.  

Regional 

K078 Bluff Hill Bush Reikorangi Rd, 
Reikorangi (Bluff 
Hill Bush)  
 

DOC (710) R26 847/314 Rimu/Tawa, kohekohe titoki Forest - 12.79ha. A relatively 
good quality example of tawa-kohekohe forest that is part of 
a series of fragments adjacent to the Waikanae River.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected under QEII Covenant.  

Regional 

K079 Mangaone Rd 
Bush 

Ngatiawa / 
Mangaone Sth 
Rd, Reikorangi  
 

DOC (716) R26 867/326 Tawa forest, kamahi Forest - 23.18ha. Moderate size, 
relatively good quality example of tawa forest with small 
area of kamahi forest riparian margin.  Provides habitat for 
kereru.  Protected under QEII Covenant. 

Regional 

K080 Ngatiawa Rd 
Bush) 

Ngatiawa Rd, 
Reikorangi 

DOC (717) R26 872/318 Kamahi forest, tawa forest, mahoe forest - 8.69ha. Small, 
narrow areas of habitat types uncommon on lowland within 
the Tararua Ecological District.  Mosaic with areas of exotic 
vegetation adjoining and of varying quality.  Provides 
important links between other significant fragments and the 
Tararua Ranges.  

District 

K081 Waikanae 
River Mouth 

Waikanae 
Estuary  - River 
Mouth  
 

DOC (152) R26 789/348 Estuarine wetland, river mouth - 68.23ha.  Good sequences 
between salt marsh, fresh water wetlands, dune lakes and 
dune systems (although degraded and modified).  Linkages 
to Kapiti Island via Kapiti Marine Reserve.  Nationally under-
represented habitat types. Provides habitat for numerous 
fauna species including Australasian bittern, Caspian tern 
and rare visits from reef and white heron.  Carex litorosa, 
Pimelea aff. Arenaria, Coprosma acerosa, Spinifex sericeus, 
and Leptinella dioica ssp. Projected in part as Scientific 
reserve.  

National 

K082 Lion Downs 123 Otaihanga, DOC (692) R26 812/342 Kahikatea-pukatea swamp forest - 1.68ha. Part of a series Regional 
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Bush Rd, Otaihanga, 
Paraparaumu 

of fragments that jointly illustrate the diversity of habitat 
formally common in the area. Small area of nationally under-
represented habitat type.  Canopy fragmented and exotic 
species common in the ground layer.  Protected under QEII 
Covenant.  

K083 Turf Dune  
Forest B 

King Arthur Drive, 
Otaihanga, 
Paraparaumu 
(south of 
Waikanae River)  
 

DOC (728) R26 817/342 Kohekohe-titoki-mahoe forest - 1.11ha. Part of a series of 
fragments that jointly illustrate the diversity of habitat 
formally common in the area.  A representative example of 
forest type formally common in the area.  Habitat type is 
uncommon in Foxton Ecological District.  Vulnerable to 
effects of expansion of quarry and sub-division.  

Regional 

K084 Turf Dune  
Forest A 

King Arthur Drive, 
Otaihanga, 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (332) R26 816/338 Kahikatea swamp forest, manuka scrub - 0.96ha. Very small 
area of nationally under-represented habitat type.  Lacking 
understorey.  Narrow area of manuka scrub.  Both habitat 
types are under-represented in the Foxton Ecological 
District.  Part of a series of fragments that jointly indicate the 
diversity of habitat formally common in the area.  

District 

K085 Tini Bush State Highway 1, 
Otaihanga  
 

DOC (331) R26 815/330 Kohekohe-pukatea-titoki semi-swamp forest - 6.28ha.  
These fragments represent the only example of kohekohe-
pukatea associations within Foxton Ecological District.  
Borders both Foxton and Manawatu Plains Ecological 
District.  Good example of the gradation between wetland 
and dryland forest with small nikau grove.  Representative of 
the former forest diversity likely to have occurred within the 
District.  Part of a series of fragments providing connection 
between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  Protected 
by DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K086 Muaupoko 
Stream Bush 
 
 

State Highway 1, 
Paraparaumu 
North Foothills  
 

DOC (712) R26 826/322 Kohekohe-tawa forest - 11.17ha. Moderately sized remnant 
of modified primary forest.  Habitat type is uncommon on 
lowland in Tararua Ecological District.  Part of a series of 
fragments that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Taraura Ranges.  Provides habitat for kereru.   

Regional 

K087 Muaupoko 
Bush 

State Highway 1, 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (713) R26 816/317 
 

Kohekohe-tawa-kanuka forest, wetland - 100.24ha.  One of 
the largest forest fragments in the area containing good 

Regional 
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 North Foothills 
 

representative examples of the forest types present.  
Provides habitat for Mazus novaezeelandiae subsp. 
novaezeelandiae (Townsend et al.:1998), Adelopetalum 
tuberculatum (Forest & Bird Society), Northern rata and 
kereru.  Protected in part by Scenic Reserve (Paraparaumu 
SR), DOC Covenant, and Forest and Bird Reserve. (Forest 
and Bird Field Reserve 3.78ha and balance DOC Muaupoko 
Bush).  

K088 Otaihanga Rd 
Bush 

Otaihanga Rd, 
Paraparaumu  

DOC (636) R26 809/325 Kohekohe-nikau forest. - 1.32ha. Kohekohe-nikau forest is 
uncommon in the Foxton Ecological District.  Contains maire 
tawahe.  Part protected under QEII Covenant.   

Regional 

K089 Muaupoto 
Swamp Forest 

Otaihanga Rd, 
Paraparaumu  
 

DOC (720) R26 806/322 Kohekohe mahoe forest, pukatea-maire tawake swamp 
forest, wetland - 7.54ha.  An example of ecological 
sequence between wetland, swamp forest and dry forest.  
Kohekohe forest and mahoe forest is uncommon in the 
Foxton Ecological District. Nationally under-represented 
habitat. Provides habitat for brown mudfish (Department of 
Conservation 1996) and kereru.  This site contains a 
relatively large area of mahoe forest.  Partly protected by 
Scenic Reserve (Paraparaumu SR).  

Regional 

K091 Nikau forest SH1, Nth 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (694) R26 804/313 Kohekohe Nikau Forest - 13.63. Relatively large, 
representative area of semi-coastal forest with considerable 
area of nikau grove.  This habitat type was formally 
characteristic of this area and is now uncommon within 
Tararua Ecological District.  Protected as Council Reserve.   

Regional 

E092 Kapiti Road 
Wetland 

Kapiti Road, 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (37)  Wetland – 2ha  

K093 Andrews Pond Kapiti Road / 
Milne Drive, 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (330) R26 782/312 Manuka Wetland - 1.27ha.  A small wetland amongst 
residential and commercial land-use.  Nationally under-
represented habitat type.  Provides habitat for kapungawha. 

District 

K094 Norwood Bush 
C 

Valley Road, 
Paraparaumu  
 

DOC (701) R26 785/281 Kohekohe Forest - 1.95ha. Small fragment that has been 
subject to grazing.  Edge effects and browse reducing 
viability of fragment.  Part of a series of fragments that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  

District 
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K095 Paraparaumu 
Coastal Scarp 

State Highway 1, 
Paraparaumu / 
Raumati 

DOC (698) R26 779/277 Kanuka-mahoe-gorse scrub, kohekohe-titoki forest - 
61.13ha. The larger block at the north end is kanuka-mahoe 
dominated regenerating scrub with kohekohe forest 
regenerating amongst.  Southern parts are kohekohe 
dominated coastal forest on very steep hill country.  Coastal 
forest is nationally under-represented.  Part of a series of 
fragments that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges.  

Regional 

K096 
 

Norwood Bush 
B 

Valley Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

DOC (700) R26 787/274 Kohekohe-Tawa Forest - 4.93ha. A moderately sized area of 
tawa-kohekohe forest with small area of swamp forest.  
Indigenous forest is uncommon on low undulating land 
within Tararua Ecological District.  Provides an example of 
the gradation between wetland and dryland forest.  Part of a 
series of fragments providing linkages between Kapiti Island 
and the Tararua Ranges.  

Regional 

K097 Norwood Bush 
A 

Valley Rd, 
Paraparaumu  
 

DOC (699) R26 779/269 Kohekohe- tawa Forest - 3.29ha. A moderately sized area of 
tawa-kohekohe forest. Indigenous forest is uncommon on 
low undulating land within Tararua Ecological District. Part 
of a series of fragments providing linkages between Kapiti 
Island and the Tararua Ranges. 

Regional 

K098 Whareroa Bush 
 

Waterfall Rd, 
Paraparaumu  
 

DOC (714) R26 782/262 Kohekohe forest, kanuka scrub - 63.49. Relatively large 
area of kohekohe forest and kanuka scrub successional to 
kohekohe forest.  Habitat for Mida salicifolia, (Enright & John 
2002b) kereru and northern rata.   Part protected by QEII 
Covenant.   

Regional 

K099 Whareroa Bush 
C 
 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park 
Between 
Maunga-
kotukutuku Rd, 
and State 
Highway 1 

DOC (708) R26 785/242 Kohekohe-mahoe forest - 39.17ha. A valuable area or early 
secondary forest with tawa forest covering a relatively 
substantial area.  Part protected by DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K100 Whareroa Bush  
D 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  

DOC (707) R26 783/236 
 

Mahoe Forest - 5.64ha. A small area of early secondary 
mahoe forest with kohekohe and occasional tawa.  Part of a 

District 
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Significance  

  series of fragments that provide links between Kapiti Island 
and the Tararua Ranges. 

K101 Whareroa Bush  
E 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  

DOC (706) R26 783/227 Kohekohe Forest Mahoe - 1.36ha. Small area of kohekohe 
forest.  Protected under DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K102 Whareroa Bush 
G 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  

DOC (705) R26 775/231 Kohekohe Forest - 1.5 ha. 1.01ha. Small area of kohekohe 
forest.  Protected under DOC Covenant.  

Regional 

K103 Whareroa Bush 
F 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  
 

DOC (704) R26 773/234 
 

Tawa Forest and Raupo Wetland - 1.24ha. Small area of 
tawa forest with small area of wetland and swamp forest.  
Indigenous forest uncommon on low hills within Tararua 
Ecological District.  One of a series of fragments that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected under DOC 
Covenant.  

Regional 

K104 Whareroa Bush 
B 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  
 

DOC (703) R26 772/238 Kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest - 3.47ha. Small fragment of 
kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest.  One of a series of fragments 
that provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges.  Protected under DOC Covenant.   

Regional 

K105 Whareroa Bush 
A 

East of Queen 
Elizabeth Park  
 

DOC (702) R26 766/234 Kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest - 3.22ha. Small fragment of 
kohekohe-tawa-titoki forest.  Indigenous forest on low hills is 
uncommon within Tararua Ecological District.  One of a 
series of fragments that provide links between Kapiti Island 
and the Tararua Ranges.  Protected under DOC Covenant.   

Regional 

K106 Mackay’s 
Crossing 
Swamp 

Mackay’s 
Crossing State 
Highway 1, 
Paekakariki 
 

DOC (62) R26 765/239 Raupo reedland wetland - 9.68ha. Moderately sized area of 
raupo reedland.  Wetland habitat is nationally under-
represented. Protected as a Wildlife Management Reserve.   

Regional 

K108 Queen 
Elizabeth Park 
bush and 
Wetlands 

Queen Elizabeth 
Park State 
Highway 1, 
Paekakariki 
 

DOC (348) R26 760/242 Kahikatea swamp forest, ephemeral wetland - 16.81ha.  
Kahikatea fragment very small, fragmented.  Some 
restoration plantings.  The wetland is highly degraded but is 
being restored.  Wetland habitat is nationally under-
represented. Historic records of Amphibromus fluitans 
(Townsend et al. 1998) but hasn’t been recorded from this 
site in recent years.   

District 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-62] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

District 
Plan ID 

Name Location Origin NZMS 260 
Map Grid 
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Significance  

K109 Queen 
Elizabeth Park 
dunes 

Queen Elizabeth 
Park, State 
Highway 1, 
Paekakariki 
 

DOC (329) R26 756/255 Sanddunes: Foredunes and native bush - 109.52ha. Dune 
system from Paekakariki to Raumati South.  The best 
representative dune system and habitat type in region and in 
Foxton Ecological District.  Under considerable threat from 
weed species Good example of nationally under-
represented habitat type.  Provides habitat for pingao and 
Coprosma acerosa (Milne & Sawyer 2002).  Protected as 
Regional Park.  

Regional 

K110 Fisherman’s 
Table Dune 

South end of 
Ames St, 
Paekakariki 

DOC (328) R26 735/216 Sand dune, mahoe forest - 5.28ha. Nationally under-
represented habitat type.  Although small, modified and with 
considerable threat from pest plant species, this area 
contains a representative example of mahoe forest on sand 
dune. This vegetation type would have formally been typical 
of the Paekakariki area but is now uncommon within Foxton 
Ecological District.  

Regional 

K111 Wainui Stream 
Bush 

366 SH1 
Paekakariki 
North, south of 
Car Haulaways 

DOC (711) R26 761/222 Kohekohe Forest - 15.13ha. Good example of kohekohe 
forest in gully.  Some sheep grazing and feral goats.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  

Regional 

K112 Waimeha 
lagoon, 
Waikanae 

North of Queens 
Road, Waikanae 
 

DOC (154) R26 802/356 Wetland - 5.32ha. Wetland habitat with moderate area of 
open water and raupo reedland-coprosma scrub 
associations.  Provides habitat for kapungawha.  Wetland 
habitat is nationally under-represented.  Protected as 
Wildlife Refuge.  

Regional 

K113 Motungarara 
Island 
(Fishermans 
Island) 

Off lower eastern 
side of the Kapiti 
Island 

DOC (696) .  
 

Offshore Island - 1.4 ha.  Taupata shrubland one of four 
offshore islands in district. 

 

K114 Tahoramaurea 
Island (Browns 
Island) 

Off lower eastern 
side of the Kapiti 
Island. 
 

DOC (695)  Offshore Island - 1.15ha. Second largest offshore island in 
district. 

 

K115 Tokomapuna 
Island 

Off lower eastern 
side of the Kapiti 

DOC (697) 
 

 Offshore Island - 0.98ha. Smallest offshore island in district.  
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Significance  

(Aeroplane 
Island) 

Island. 

K116 Okupe lagoon North End of 
Kapiti Island 

DOC (92)  Wetland - 20 ha.  Ephemeral wetland on coastal gravely 
uncommon in district. 

 

K117 Kapiti Island Kapiti Island DOC (267)  Offshore Island, bush-clad – 1916ha. Predominately 
administered and Managed by Department of Conservation 
as a Nature Reserve. North End Privately owned portion.   

National 

K123 Totara Reserve Corner Hautere 
Cross Road/Otaki 
Gorge Road to 
1200 m east 
Otaki.  
 

District 
Planner, 
KCDC 

S25 936/420 Totara Forest - 3.08ha. Narrow corridor of trees.  Limited 
understorey with some in-fill planting.  Provides linkages 
between fragments.  Council Road Reserve.   

District 

K124 Karu Reserve Karu Crescent, 
Waikanae 
 

Submission R26 836/341 Kohekohe-karaka forest - 0.7ha. Small area of kohekohe 
forest.  Kohekohe forest is uncommon in Foxton Ecological 
District.  Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected under 
Council Recreation Reserve.   

District 

K125 Moutuiti 
Reserve  
Bush 

Between Ngaio 
Road and 
Kohekohe Road, 
Waikanae.  
 

Submission R26 837/346 Kohekohe Forest – 1.19ha. A small area of kohekohe forest 
on gently undulating river terrace.  Kohekohe forest is 
uncommon within Foxton Ecological District.  The threat 
from pest plant species is increasing.  Protected as a Scenic 
Reserve.  

Regional 

K131 Raumati South  
Peatlands 

Bound by 
Leicester Ave, 
Poplar Ave, and 
Matai Rd, 
Raumati.  
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 772/281 Kanuka-gorse scrub, manuka scrub wetland – 11.09ha. 
Kanuka dominated habitat on dune systems is under-
represented in the ecological district. Small area of 
nationally under-represented habitat type.  Relatively large 
area of kanuka-gorse scrub although it is highly fragmented 
and exotic species are common.   

District 

K133 Nga Manu  
Sanctuary 

North Waikanae, 
East of Ngarara 
Road, Waikanae.  
 

Submission R26 829/359 Wetland, swamp forest, kohekohe forest, tawa forest - 
47.3ha. Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  
Contains maire tawahe and Korthasella salicornioides.  One 
of largest and best examples of swamp forest within Foxton 
Ecological District.  Good example of sequences between 
wetland, swamp forest and dry forest.  Provides habitat for 

Regional 
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Significance  

brown mudfish and kereru.  Nga Manu Nature Reserve 
protected under Private Trust.  Protected in part by QEII 
Covenant, with further area in the process of becoming 
protected.   

K134 Otaki Railway  
Wetland 

269 – 271 Main 
Highway Otaki. 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 924/476 Wetland – 0.42ha. Predominantly raupo dominated - 
Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  Provides 
habitat for kapungawha.  Small wetland, grazed in part with 
a considerable threat from pest plant species.   

District 
Regional 

K135 Pukerua Bay  
Coastal Scarp 

Paekakariki Hill 
Road on 
Escarpment 
behind 
Paekakariki. 

Submission  Kohekohe coastal forest, secondary scrub - 39.42ha. This 
site is an important representation of exposed coastal forest 
that contributes greatly to the character of the region. 
Nationally under-represented habitat type.   

 

K136 Waiohanga 
Road  
Bush 

27 Waihoanga 
Road, Otaki 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S26 967/396 
 

Kamahi forest, makomako forest, scrub – 3.44ha. Small 
area of secondary makomako forest and kamahi forest with 
areas of scrub.  Continuous with Otaki River riparian margin.  
Provides habitat for kereru.  Protected under QEII Covenant. 

District 

K138 Ngatoto Trig  
Bush 

Council 
Recreation 
Reserve Between 
Crown Hill and 
Kapiti Retirement 
Village, 
Paraparaumu 

Submission R26 791/321 Manuka scrub wetland - 0.56ha. A very small area of 
manuka dominated transitional wetland in sand dune hollow 
surrounded by subdivisions and expanding retirement 
village. Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented.  
Very small area of unprotected wetland dominated by 
manuka scrub. Located with Council Recreation Reserve.  

District 

K139 
 

Rowans Bush 366 SH1 
Paekakariki 
North, south of 
Car Haulaways 

Nomination 
and submit 
(in support) 

R26 756/227 Kohekohe-titoki forest – 2.8ha. Kohekohe forest on lowland 
hill country.  Part of a series of fragments that provides links 
between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  Protected in 
part under QEII Covenant.   

Regional 

K140 Valley Road East of 165 
Valley Road,  
Paraparaumu 
 

Nomination 
(in support) 

R26 797/279 Kohekohe forest – 2.02ha. Regenerating fenced off bush on 
hill east of Valley Road.  A good quality representative 
example of indigenous forest at low altitude that is 
uncommon in Tararua Ecological District.  Part of a series of 
fragments providing links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges.  Provides habitat for kereru.  

Regional 
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Significance  

K141 221 Valley 
Road, 
Paraparaumu 
 

221 Valley Road, 
Paraparaumu 
 

Nomination 
(in support) 

R26 787/274 Riparian regenerating bush - 2.41ha. Very small, narrow 
riparian margin with some threat from pest plant species.  
Listed as a Natural Area due to heritage trees associated 
with original farm house.  Was included (1995) in register at 
request of landowner. 

 

K145 Lady of Lordes  
Statue Hill 

West of Ruahine 
Street, 
Paraparaumu 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 793/301 Kanuka scrub – 1.35ha. A very small area of kanuka scrub 
successional to kohekohe forest.   Kanuka scrub is 
uncommon in Foxton Ecological District.  Provides habitat 
for kereru.  One of several areas of kanuka scrub in the 
vicinity.  

District 

K150 Kaitawa 
Reserve 

Adjoins Rewai St 
and Kaitawa 
Crescent, 
Paraparaumu 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 790/298 Pukatea-maire tawake swamp forest, mahoe, kohekohe-
kanuka forest - 7.29ha. Very small fragments of under-
represented habitat types including swamp forest.  Indicative 
of previous diversity of vegetation type in the area.  Provides 
habitat for kereru.  Active restoration plan is in place.  
Protected in part as Council Scenic Reserve and part 
Recreational Reserve.   

District 

K151 Forest Lakes 
Road 
Bush (No. 2) 

2 Forest Lakes 
Road, Otaki 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 945/499 
 
 

Kohekohe-mahoe forest – 2.14ha. Small fragmented area of 
kohekohe-mahoe forest with considerable weed threat. 
Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plain is nationally under-
represented.  Black beech present (uncommon in the 
Ecological District).   

District 

K153 Simon Brown 
Bush 

334 State 
Highway 1, 
Paraparaumu 
North 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 818/327 Kohekohe coastal forest – 1.73ha.  Examples of coastal 
broadleaf forest and kanuka forest successional to 
kohekohe, both forest types are uncommon within Tararua 
Ecological District.  Contains kowhai The fragment is small 
and unfenced.   

District 

K154 Cobb’s Bush 283 Te Horo-
Hautere Cross 
Road, Te Horo 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 921/423 Kohekohe-titoki forest – 1.74ha. Part of a series of 
fragments across the plains that provide links between 
Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plains is nationally under-represented.  
Good representative example of uncommon habitat type 
with good regeneration.   

Regional 

K164 Pukehou Bush 424 North Ecologist  S25 959/498 Kohekohe-tawa forest – 1.29ha. Small fragment of habitat Regional 
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Highway 1, Otaki 
 

(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

under-represented within the District.  Habitat for toro – the 
only site on the Manawatu Plain where this species has 
been recorded (Ravine 1995). Indigenous vegetation on 
alluvial plains is nationally under-represented.   

K165 Otaki River 
Bush C 

379 Otaki Gorge 
Road, Otaki 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 929/430 Totara forest – 2.76ha. Small, mostly unfenced with 
considerable weed threat.  Part of a series of fragments in 
the area that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges. Indigenous vegetation on alluvial plains is 
nationally under-represented.   

District 

K166 Waitohu 
Stream  
Bush B 

Greenwood 
Boulevard, Otaki 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 935/478 Kohekohe forest- 1.93ha. Open, fragmented kohekohe with 
tawa, pukatea and occasional titoki. Indigenous vegetation 
on alluvial plains is nationally under-represented.   Small 
and fragmented.  

District 

K168 Paraparaumu  
Quarry Scrub 

South of 
Paraparaumu 
Quarry, North of 
Mamuku St, 
Paraparaumu 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 797/301 Kanuka scrub – 4.05ha. Small area of kanuka scrub with 
regenerating early successional forest – an uncommon 
habitat type in Foxton Ecological District.  One of several 
kanuka scrub fragments in the area.   

District 

K170 El Rancho 
Manuka  
Wetland 

North of El 
Rancho Holiday 
Park, east of 
Weggery Drive, 
Waikanae 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 808/250 Manuka wetland – 8.77ha. Ephemeral manuka dominated 
wetlands in dune hollows.  Subdivision on dune ridges.  The 
wetlands are separated by rank pasture. Nationally under-
represented habitat type.  Relatively large area of manuka 
dominated wetland with some open water.   

Regional 

K171 Native Orchid  
Habitat –  
Paraparaumu  
Airport 

East of 25-29 
Teoti St, 
Paraparaumu, 
Airport Land.  
 

District  
Planning 

R26 769/319 Native orchid habitat: Spiranthes novae-zelandiae - 600m². 
Very small area of greatly modified ephemeral wetland that 
provides habitat for Spiranthes novae-zelandiae, 
endangered native orchid. This is the only known natural 
population of this species within Wellington Region.  

Regional 

K175 Waimanu 
Lagoons 

Bound by Barrett 
Drive and Tutere 
St, Waikanae 
Beach 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R26 794/351 Dune lake – 8.02ha. Adjoins K081 Waikanae Estuary.  
Highly modified, with artificial assemblage of species and 
some inappropriate enhancement plantings.  However, this 
site has linkages to Waikanae River Mouth and provides 
continuation of open water habitat. Wetland habitat is 
nationally under-represented. High use by water bird 

District 
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species.   
K176 Otaki 

Stewardship 
Rangiuru Road, 
Otaki Beach 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

R25 884/488 Wetland, dune system – 25.35ha.  Highly modified sand 
dune dominated by pine and macrocarpa canopy. Nationally 
under-represented habitat type.  Both dune and wetland 
habitats are modified and invasive exotic species common.  
Partially protected under DOC Stewardship.   

District 

K178 Kiripiti Scientific  
Reserve 

Old Hautere 
Road, Te Horo 
 

Ecologist  
(Wildlands) 
Nomination 

S25 904/439 Totara-matai-titoki forest. 1.98ha. Part of a series of 
fragments across the plains that provide links between 
Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges.  Indigenous 
vegetation on alluvial plains is nationally under-represented.  
Site is one of the best examples of this habitat type within 
Manawatu Plains. Contains akeake Protected as Scientific 
Reserve.   

Regional 

K184 
 

Poplar Ave  
Wetland 

South of Poplar 
Ave, Opposite 
intersection of 
Matai Rd, 
Raumati South 

GW - RC 
(site name: 
WRC A) 

R26 768/277 Manuka Scrub Wetland - 3.12ha. Wetland dominated by 
manuka scrub, Isolepis prolifer and rushland. Wetland 
habitat is nationally under-represented. 

District 

K185 South Waikawa  
Beach Dune 
Lake 

 South of 
Waikawa Beach, 
adjoining 
northern 
boundary of the 
District.   

GW - RC 
(site name: 
WRC E) 

S25 906/537 Dune Lake – 0.81ha. Small lake, unfenced with full stock 
access. Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented. 
Provides habitat for Kapungawha and, and is a wildlife 
refuge.   

Regional 

K186 Wairongomai  
Manuka 
Wetland 

East of 
Wairongomai 
Road, Otaki 

GW - RC 
(site name: 
WRC F) 

.  S25 
923/515 

Manuka Scrub Wetland – 4.33ha. Short stature manuka 
over dense Baumea and Isolepis. Some stock access.  
Wetland habitat is nationally under-represented. Provides 
habitat for migrating bitten.  Rare wetland type in region.   

Regional 
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K188 Greenhill Road, 
Waikanae 

Foxton Ecological 
District  
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#6 

 Manuka-kanuka scrub. 
1.13ha Regenerating early successional vegetation with low 
diversity due to grazing but acutely threatened land 
environment. Partly fenced recently; needs complete fencing 
to allow regeneration. Small area but has potential for 
restoration if fenced and pest plants and pest animal 
controlled. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 

K189 Ngarara Road, 
Waikanae 

Foxton Ecological 
District  

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#6 

 Kanuka treeland, wetland. 
5.18ha Regenerating early successional forest type induced 
to treeland due to clearance and grazing, wetland is 
dominated by exotics; 1 kahikatea and 1 rimu in canopy; 
acutely threatened land environment. Potential for 
restoration given moderate size but would require major 
effort - removal of grazing, gaps in canopy planted, animal 
and plant pests controlled. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 

K191 Greendale 
Drive, 
Paraparaumu 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#8 

 Grey willow/karamu-cabbage tree – plantings. 
0.55ha Under-represented habitat type within the ecological 
district; acutely threatened land environment. Occasional 
habitat for kereru (chronically threatened - gradual decline). 
In very close proximity to Tini Bush. Tiny natural area but 
compact shape with good regeneration. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Ecological 
restoration 

K193 Puruaha Road, 
Otaki 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#10 

 Cabbage tree/ harakeke-toetoe wetland. 
0.22ha Very small wetland within a triangular intersection of 
drains (not accessible to stock).  Wetlands are a national 
priority for protection and this site has a compact shape and 
is in good condition. 

Rarity 
 

K194 Te Hapua 
Road, 
Waikanae 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#11 

 Raupo wetland 
1.17ha Nationally under-represented habitat type; acutely 
threatened land environment. Small, partly drained and 
currently grazed. Removal of grazing necessary for area to 
regenerate. Compact shape. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainable 

K195 Huia Street, 
Waikanae 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 

 Kohekohe-tawa forest 
2.01ha Under-represented habitat type within the ecological 
district; at risk land environment. Occasional habitat for 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Ecological 
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W#12 kereru (chronically threatened - gradual decline). 
Part of a series of small areas of forest that provide 
ecological links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua 
Ranges. Fenced. Plant and animal pests controlled. 
Of sufficient size with good understorey and regeneration to 
be sustainable. 

restoration 
Sustainability 

K196 Octavius Road, 
Waikanae 

Foxton Ecological 
District 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#13 or 
W@16 

 Wetland, pukatea-swamp maire swamp forest 
0.83ha Nationally under-represented habitat type; acutely 
threatened land environment. Most of site is protected by 
QE II covenant. New planting on margins will create a 
protective buffer. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 

K197 Paetawa Road, 
Peka Peka 

Foxton Ecological 
District  
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#14 

 Kanuka scrub and shrubland 
Kanuka-garden. 
0.3ha Regenerating vegetation type in acutely threatened 
land environment but heavily modified and fragmented. No 
other kanuka in the coastal sand dune strip. Restoration 
would be difficult due to considerable gardening in parts and 
grazing in others; very open canopy such that indigenous 
habitat is highly fragmented and not sustainable except for 
small area in southern part. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
 

K198 Best Road, Te 
Horo 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#15 

 Kohekohe-mapou-karamu-pigeonwood forest. 
3.64ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. 
Pines planted on edge reduce wind effect. Sustainable with 
plant and animal pest control. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 
 

K199 Hautere Cross 
Road, Te Horo 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#16 

 Tawa-kohekohe forest, Kohekohe-mapou-karamu-
pigeonwood forest. 
3.07ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges. 
Pines planted on edge reduce wind effect. Sustainable with 
plant and animal pest control. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 

K200 Hautere Cross 
Road, Te Horo 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#17 

 Tawa-kohekohe forest and treeland. 
4.71ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Two small remnants that are part of a 
series that provides links between Kapiti Island and the 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Cultural 
values  
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Tararua Ranges but are not within a threatened land 
environment. Landscape values - visible from SH 1. 
Difficult to fence but not sustainable if continued grazing. 

Ecological 
restoration 
 

K202 Hautere Cross 
Road, Te Horo 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#19 

 Tawa-kohekohe forest and treeland. 
6.08ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
– gradual decline). Long thin and convoluted natural area 
that is part of several such areas that provide links between 
Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges but are not within a 
threatened land environment. Soil and water conservation 
values. Grazed and affected by edge effects, difficult to 
fence.  

Rarity 
Linkage 
Cultural 
values 
Ecological 
restoration 

K203 Blackburne 
Road/ Hautere 
Cross Road, Te 
Horo 
 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological 
District. 
Hautere Cross 
Rd, Otaki / 
Blackburn Rd, 
Otaki 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#20 

 Tawa-kohekohe-pigeonwood-rewarewa forest, titoki-
kohekohe-tawa-rewarewa forest. 
5.32ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges 
but are not within a threatened land environment. Soil and 
water conservation values. Compact shape and almost 
adjoining K204 but steep and extremely difficult to fence. 
Grazed heavily by deer. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Cultural 
values 
Ecological 
restoration 
 

K204 Blackburne 
Road/ Hautere 
Cross Road, Te 
Horo 
 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#21 

 Tawa-kohekohe-pigeonwood-rewarewa forest, titoki-
kohekohe-tawa-rewarewa forest. 
6.40 ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges 
but are not within a threatened land environment. Soil and 
water conservation values. Compact shape and almost 
adjoining K203. Steep and extremely difficult to fence. 
Grazed heavily by deer. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Cultural 
values 
Ecological 
restoration 

K205 Blackburne 
Road/ Hautere 
Cross Road, Te 
Horo 
 

Manawatu 
Plains/Tararua 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#22 

 Tawa-kohekohe-pigeonwood-rewarewa forest, titoki-
kohekohe-tawa-rewarewa forest. 
32.71ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically 
threatened - gradual decline). Part of a series of natural 
areas that provide links between Kapiti Island and the 
Tararua Ranges but are not within a threatened land 
environment. Soil and water conservation values. Extremely 
difficult to fence, but relatively large and can withstand edge 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Cultural 
values  
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 
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effects and grazing and is therefore sustainable in the short 
term. 

K206 Otaki Gorge 
Road, Otaki 

Tararua Ecology 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#23 

 Probably tawa-kohekohe forest. 
4.73ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges 
but are not within a threatened land environment.  
Small but compact shape appears to have intact canopy 
from aerial photograph. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Sustainability 

K207 Otaki Gorge 
Road, Otaki 

Tararua 
Ecological District
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#24 

 Probably tawa-kohekohe forest. 
7.82ha Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened 
- gradual decline). Part of a series of natural areas that 
provide links between Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges 
but are not within a threatened land environment.  
Small but compact shape appears to have intact canopy 
from aerial photograph. 

Rarity 
Linkage 
Sustainability 

K209 Atkins Road, 
Otaki 

Atkins Road, 
Otaki 
Manawatu Plains 
Ecological District

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#26 

 0.88ha Under-represented habitat type within the ecological 
district; acutely threatened land environment.  
Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened - 
gradual decline). KCDC reserve. Requires removal of large 
patch of tradescantia, large radiata pine, animal pests.  
Good regeneration of some species, very small area, may 
change in character. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 

K210 Tasman 
Road,/e 
Rauparaha 
Street, Otaki 
 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#27 

 Juncus spp. Wetland 
2.08ha Wetlands are a national priority for protection 
however this small wetland is dominated by exotic plant 
species. Water catchment protection, educational potential.  
The site has been fenced, is undergoing restoration works 
and will return to a more natural state. 

Rarity 
Cultural 
values 
 

K211 State Highway 
1 South, Otaki 

Foxton Ecological 
District 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#28 

 Isolepis prolifer sedgeland, pukatea-swamp maire forest. 
2.62ha Wetlands are a national priority for protection. This 
site, while modified, is dominated by indigenous species.  
Water catchment protection. Removal of willows should be 
carried out following which the site is likely to regenerate 
naturally.  (NB: Grey willow control will need to be ongoing 
until indigenous species are well established.) Good size 
and compact shape. 

Rarity 
Cultural 
values 
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 
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K212 County Road/ 
Rahui Road, 
Otaki 

Manawatu Plains 
Ecological District
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#29 

 Tawa-titoki-kohekohe forest, Pukatea-kohekohe forest and 
Totara forest 
3.10ha Under-represented habitat type within the ecological 
district; acutely threatened land environment. Occasional 
habitat for kereru (chronically threatened - gradual decline). 
Adjoins KO18 (see 1999 District Plan). Although long and 
narrow, the site is a steep terrace riser with good 
regeneration. 

Rarity 
Linkage  
Sustainability 

K214 Taylors Road, 
/Old Coach 
Road, Otaki 
 

Foxton Ecological 
District 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#31 

 Carex virgata-Juncus pp./pasture Excavated pond 
1.34ha Wetlands are a national priority for protection. This 
site is heavily modified, dominated by exotic species and 
currently grazed but has potential for restoration particularly 
in the northern part. 

Rarity 

K215 Waiorongomai 
Road, / Taylors 
Road, Otaki 
 

Foxton Ecological 
District 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#32 

 Manuka-swamp coprosma wetland, Isolepis prolifer-Baumea 
rubiginosa/sphagnum sedgeland, Juncus spp.-Carex 
virgata-gorse/pasture rushland Excavated pond 
7.34ha, Wetlands are a national priority for protection   
Largely in its natural state although has young pine 
plantation around margin and through centre which may 
impact on water table.  Site is of sufficient size.  Moderate-
high species diversity. 

 

K218 Forest Lakes 
Road, Otaki 

Foxton Ecological 
District  
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#35 

 Tawa-karaka-titoki forest, Tawa-kahikatea-mamaku forest. 
Tawa-exotic tree species  forest 
3.11ha Small area of under-represented habitat type within 
the ecological district; acutely threatened land environment, 
but most of site is dominated by exotic plant species. 
Occasional habitat for kereru (chronically threatened - 
gradual decline). Recreation and education value- used by 
visitors to camp. Part of site has compact shape, is in good 
condition with good regeneration so this part is 
recommended as ecological site. 

Rarity 
Cultural 
values 
Sustainability 

K219 State 
Highway 1 
South, Otaki 

Foxton/ 
Manawatu 
Plains 
Ecological 
District 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#36 

 Raupo reedland 
2.19ha, Wetland is a nationally under-represented 
habitat type; acutely threatened land environment. 
Partly drained and large infestation of Glyceria maxima 
but potential for restoration. Adjoins K013 (see 1999 
District Plan). Moderate size and adjoins larger site. 

Rarity 
Ecological 
restoration 
Linkage 
Sustainability 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-73] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Natural Environment  

K220 Taylors Road, 
Otaki 

Foxton Ecological 
District 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#37 

 Cabbage tree/ swamp coprosma/sedges wetland, Cabbage 
tree/old man’s beard vineland and Cabbage tree/ pohuehue 
vineland. 
2.35ha Wetland is a nationally under-represented habitat 
type; acutely threatened land environment. Adjoins K012 
(see 1999 District Plan) but comprises a different vegetation 
type than is present in K012. Large areas of vines that are 
impacting significantly on vegetation will need to be 
controlled for the site to be sustainable (high priority). 

Rarity 
Linkage  
Ecological 
restoration 
Sustainability 

K221 Paekakariki 
escarpment,  
 

Wellington 
Ecological District
 
State Highway 1, 
Paekakariki 
 

Wildlands 
2007 
Report 
W#38 

 Tauhinu-(Coprosma propinqua)/pasture shrubland,  Karaka-
titoki-mahoe treeland, Pohuehue scrub,  Cabbage 
tree/tauhinu treeland, Kohekohe-titoki-karaka forest and 
Manuka/tauhinu shrubland  
18.82ha Similar to escarpment further south - K135 (see 
1999 District Plan). Highly visible from township of 
Paekakariki. Soil and water conservation values. Role in 
landscape protection. High potential for restoration due to 
high visibility from township. 

Linkage  
Cultural 
values 
Landscape  
Ecological 
restoration 

K231 Te Horo Beach 
Dune 

Swamp Road, Te 
Horo 

Wildlands 
2012 
Report 
 

 13.34 ha. This stretch of dunes is important to the hapu of 
Ngati Raukawa not only for its ecological richness but also 
for its historical wealth. It is within this stretch of dunes that 
numerous battles were fought and lives were lost.  
Throughout the length of this stretch of ‘dunes’ driftwood is 
regularly deposited in large quantities on the beaches. This 
wood has always been collected by iwi and this was often 
where a horse and cart was sent to gather lengths for the 
fires to cook on at Raukawa marae. Men who were short on 
money would often cross the river and gather a cart-load of 
wood which could be sold or swapped for some other 
commodity.  
The value of the wood is also of an ecological nature with 
the wood providing habitat for Huhu beetle, Katipo spider 
and various other wood lice and hoppers.  
The gravel beach is sourced from the Otaki River and the 
functioning of the gravel dune is reliant on the replenishment 
of gravel from the Otaki River. Excessive gravel extraction 
from the river could put this feature at risk. 
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Beyond the stones and gravel there is a small sand dune 
belt before former wetlands once stood. It is on this dune 
belt that remnants of pingao and other native reeds and 
grasses can be found. Some Coprosma Acerosa still exists 
which is a favourite food of the skinks which live amongst 
the gravel, wood and sandy shrub belt.   

K233 Forest Lakes 
 

Forest Lakes 
Road, Otaki 

Wildlands 
2012 
Report 

Map 1 
(District Wide 
pdf) 
Forest Lakes 
Road. North 
of Otaki, west 
of SH1 near 
northern 
District 
boundary. 

1.08 ha. Inclusion on tangata whenua or archaeological 
grounds. Although Lake Waitawa wasn’t fished extensively 
by Ngati Raukawa it was still a valued birding and cultivation 
area. It also contributed to the flow into the wetlands which 
fed into the Nga Totara Lagoon. In this way Waitawa was 
fished indirectly at Nga Totara. Lake eel are the preferred 
eel for Ngati Raukawa and the wetland swamps and lakes in 
this area produced a highly valued eel that was dark in 
colour. 
Ti Kouka were also a valued wetland food source with the 
centre of the shoot boiled with small eel and puha. 

 

K234 Te Hapua 
Road Forest 

State Highway 1, 
Waikanae 

Wildlands 
2012 
Report 

 0.5ha. It contains lowland forest, with karaka, rewarewa 
(Knightia excelsa), and tawa (Beilschmiedia tawa) emergent 
over a diverse canopy. The canopy includes both 
indigenous and exotic plant species, for example nīkau 
(Rhopalostylis sapida) and Magnolia species. The northern 
and western edges form part of a large garden. 
This site appears to be in good condition, although it only 
contains limited elements typical of the lowland forest of 
Foxton Ecological District, such remnant forest is acutely 
threatened (LENZ) and this site is within 500 m of two other 
larger forest remnants, therefore it is recommended for 
inclusion on the Heritage Register as locally significant. 

 

K234 Marycrest State Highway 1, 
Te Horo. 
 

NZTA 
expresswa
y work 
work 

 2.03ha. This site was once a part of the Te Horo pa site and 
is also a known urupa. Given the close proximity to the Te 
Horo pa site it would have undoubtedly been used as 
resource garden. There are known to be large clumps of 
Kiekie, a material used for the creation of tukutuku panels in 
this small fragment of bush. 
The small stream to the south shares the name Makahuri 
with the surrounding land. The stream and a drainage 
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channel on the northern neighbours boundary of the girls 
college are both known to provide an abundance of 
watercress. 
The bush remnant provides as an excellent example of 
lowland bush with nikau palms, totara, kahikatea, pukatea, 
and tawa providing a good combination of trees for 
attracting and sneering birds – Kereru and tui. 
The stream also provides a wetland area where raupo is 
available and numerous waterfowl can still be found today. 
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Schedule 3.4.2: Key indigenous tree species by size and ecological domain 
 

Dimensions that relate to 
rules 

Ecological 
domain 

Species Common Name Māori Name Diameter 
(circumference) 

in cm 
Height (m)

1. Salt zone           
 Cordyline australis Cabbage tree Tī kōuka 30.0 (95) 4
 Coprosma repens Mirror leaf Taupata 15.0 (47) 3
 

Corokia cotoneaster Wire netting brush 
Korokio 
tāranga 15.0 (47) 3

 Dodonaea viscosa Akeake Akeake 15.0 (47) 3
 Kunzea ericoides White tea tree Kānuka 15.0 (47) 3
 Leptospermum scoparium Tea tree Mānuka 15.0 (47) 3
 Melicope ternata Wharangi Wharangi 15.0 (47) 3
 Melicytus ramiflorus Whiteywood Māhoe 30.0 (95) 4
 Myoporum laetum Ngaio Ngaio 30.0 (95) 3
 Myrsine australis Red mapou Matipo 15.0 (47) 3
 Pennantia corymbosa Kaikōmako Kaikōmako 15.0 (47) 3
2. Dune 
lands          
 Alectryon excelsus Tītoki Tītoki 15.0 (47) 4
 Beilschmiedia tawa Tawa Tawa 15.0 (47) 4
 Carpodetus serratus Marbleleaf Putaputaweta 15.0 (47) 4
 Cordyline australis Cabbage tree Tī kōuka 30.0 (95) 4
 

Coprosma areolata 
Thin-leaved 
coprosma   15.0 (47) 3

 Dacrycarpus dacrydioides White Pine Kahikatea 15.0 (47) 4
 Dacrydium cupressinum Red Pine Rimu 15.0 (47) 4
 Dodonaea viscosa Akeake Akeake 15.0 (47) 4
 Dysoxylum spectabile Kohekohe Kohekohe 15.0 (47) 4
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Dimensions that relate to 
rules 

Ecological 
domain 

Species Common Name Māori Name Diameter 
(circumference) 

in cm 
Height (m)

 Elaeocarpus dentatus   Hīnau 15.0 (47) 4
 Elaeocarpus hookerianus   Pōkākā 15.0 (47) 4
 Entelea arborescens Cork Tree Whau 15.0 (47) 4
 Fuchsia excorticata Tree fuchsia Kōtukutuku 15.0 (47) 4
 Griselinia lucida Broadleaf Puka 15.0 (47) 4
 Hedycarya arborea Pigeonwood Porokaiwhiri 15.0 (47) 4
 Hoheria angustifolia     15.0 (47) 4
 Hoheria sextylosa Lacebark   15.0 (47) 4
 

Knightia excelsa 
New Zealand 
honeysuckle Rewarewa 15.0 (47) 4

 Kunzea ericoides White tea tree Kānuka 15.0 (47) 4
 Laurelia novaezealandiae Pukatea Pukatea 15.0 (47) 4
 Leptospermum scoparium Tea tree Mānuka 15.0 (47) 4
 Lophomyrtus bullata New Zealand myrtle Ramarama 15.0 (47) 4
 Lophomyrtus obcordata New Zealand myrtle Rōhutu 15.0 (47) 4
 Melicope ternata Wharangi Wharangi 15.0 (47) 4
 Melicope simplex   Poataniwha 15.0 (47) 4
 Metrosiderous robusta Northern Rātā Rātā 15.0 (47) 4
 Myoporum laetum Ngaio Ngaio 30.0 (95) 4
 Nestegis cunninghamii Black maire Maire rau nui 15.0 (47) 4
 Nestegis lanceolata White maire Maire rauriki 15.0 (47) 4
 

Nestegis montana Narrow-leaved maire
Maire kōtae or 
rōroro 15.0 (47) 4

 Pennantia corymbosa Kaikōmako Kaikōmako 15.0 (47) 4
 Plagianthus regius Ribbonwood Mānatu 15.0 (47) 4
 Podocarpus totara Tōtara Tōtara 30.0 (47) 4
 Prumnopitys taxifolia Black pine Mataī 15.0 (47) 4
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Dimensions that relate to 
rules 

Ecological 
domain 

Species Common Name Māori Name Diameter 
(circumference) 

in cm 
Height (m)

 Rhopalostylis sapida Nīkau Nīkau 15.0 (47) 4
 Sophora microphylla   Kōwhai 30.0 (95) 4
 

Steblus banksii 
Large leaved milk 
tree Turepo 15.0 (47) 4

 
Streblus heterophyllus 

Small leaved milk 
tree Turepo 15.0 (47) 4

 Syzygium maire Swamp maire Maire tawake 15.0 (47) 4
 Weinmannia racemosa Kāmahi Kāmahi 15.0 (47) 4
3. Lowland 
Alluvial 
Terraces          
 Alectryon excelsus Tītoki Tītoki 15.0 (47) 4
 Beilschmiedia tawa Tawa Tawa 15.0 (47) 4
 Carpodetus serratus Marbleleaf Putaputaweta 15.0 (47) 4
 Cordyline australis Cabbage tree Tī kōuka 30.0 (95) 4
 Dacrycarpus dacrydioides White Pine Kahikatea 15.0 (47) 4
 Dacrydium cupressinum Red Pine Rimu 15.0 (47) 4
 Dysoxylum spectabile Kohekohe Kohekohe 15.0 (47) 4
 Elaeocarpus dentatus   Hīnau 15.0 (47) 4
 Elaeocarpus hookerianus   Pōkākā 15.0 (47) 4
 Entelea arborescens Cork tree Whau 15.0 (47) 4
 Fuchsia excorticata Tree fuchsia Kōtukutuku 15.0 (47) 4
 Hoheria angustifolia     15.0 (47) 4
 Hoheria sextylosa   Lacebark 15.0 (47) 4
 

Knightia excelsa 
New Zealand 
honeysuckle Rewarewa 15.0 (47) 4

 Kunzea ericoides White tea tree Kānuka 15.0 (47) 4
 Laurelia novaezealandiae Pukatea  Pukatea  15.0 (47) 4
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Dimensions that relate to 
rules 

Ecological 
domain 

Species Common Name Māori Name Diameter 
(circumference) 

in cm 
Height (m)

 Lophomyrtus bullata New Zealand myrtle Ramarama 15.0 (47) 4
 Lophomyrtus obcordata New Zealand myrtle Rōhutu 15.0 (47) 4
 Melicope ternata Wharangi Wharangi 15.0 (47) 4
 Melicope simplex   Poataniwha 15.0 (47) 4
 Metrosiderous robusta Northern Rātā Rātā 15.0 (47) 4
 Myoporum laetum Ngaio Ngaio 30.0 (95) 4
 Myrsine salicina Toro Toro 15.0 (47) 4
 Nestegis cunninghamii Black maire Maire rau nui 15.0 (47) 4
 Nestegis lanceolata White maire Maire rauriki 15.0 (47) 4
 

Nestegus montana Narrow-leaved maire
Maire kōtae or 
rōroro 15.0 (47) 4

 Pennantia corymbosa Kaikōmako Kaikōmako 15.0 (47) 4
 Plagianthus regius Ribbonwood Mānatu 15.0 (47) 4
 Podocarpus totara Tōtara Tōtara 30.0 (47) 4
 Prumnopitys taxifolia Black pine Mataī 15.0 (47) 4
 Rhopalostylis sapida Nīkau Nīkau 15.0 (47) 4
 Sophora microphylla   Kōwhai 30.0 (47) 4
 

Steblus banksii 
Large leaved milk 
tree Turepo 15.0 (47) 4

 
Streblus heterophyllus 

Small leaved milk 
tree Turepo 15.0 (47) 4

 Syzygium maire Swamp maire Maire tawake 15.0 (47) 4
 Weinmannia racemosa Kāmahi Kāmahi 15.0 (47) 4
4. Lowland 
Hills          
 Alectryon excelsus Titoki Titoki 15.0 (47) 4
 Beilschmiedia tawa Tawa Tawa 15.0 (47) 4
 Cordyline australis Cabbage tree Tī kōuka 30.0 (95) 4
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Dimensions that relate to 
rules 

Ecological 
domain 

Species Common Name Māori Name Diameter 
(circumference) 

in cm 
Height (m)

 Dacrycarpus dacrydioides White Pine Kahikatea 15.0 (47) 4
 Dacrydium cupressinum Red Pine Rimu 15.0 (47) 4
 Dysoxylum spectabile Kohekohe Kohekohe 15.0 (47) 4
 Elaeocarpus dentatus   Hīnau 15.0 (47) 4
 Elaeocarpus hookerianus   Pōkākā 15.0 (47) 4
 Entelea arborescens Cork tree Whau 15.0 (47) 4
 Fuchsia excorticata Tree fuchsia Kōtukutuku 15.0 (47) 4
 

Knightia excelsa 
New Zealand 
honeysuckle Rewarewa 15.0 (47) 4

 Kunzea ericoides White tea tree Kānuka 15.0 (47) 4
 Laurelia novaezealandiae Pukatea  Pukatea  15.0 (47) 4
 Metrosiderous robusta Northern Rātā Rātā 15.0 (47) 4
 Myoporum laetum Ngaio Ngaio 30.0 (95) 4
 Myrsine salicina Toro Toro 15.0 (47) 4
 Nestegis cunninghamii Black maire Maire rau nui 15.0 (47) 4
 Nestegis lanceolata White maire Maire rauriki 15.0 (47) 4
 

Nestegis montana Narrow-leaved maire
Maire kōtae or 
rōroro 15.0 (47) 4

 Podocarpus totara Tōtara Tōtara 30.0 (47) 4
 Prumnopitys ferruginea Brown pine Miro 15.0 (47) 4
 Prumnopitys taxifolia Black pine Mataī 15.0 (47) 4
 Rhopalostylis sapida Nīkau Nīkau 15.0 (47) 4
 Sophora microphylla   Kōwhai 30.0 (47) 4
 

Streblus banksii 
Large leaved milk 
tree Turepo 15.0 (47) 4

 Weinmannia racemosa Kāmahi Kāmahi 15.0 (47) 4
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 Schedule 3.4.3 Rare and Threatened Vegetation Species 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Description Location Map Grid 
reference 

National Threat 
Rank 

Area Additional 
Protection Status  

Amphibromus fluitan 
Wetland grasss 

Queen Elizabeth Park R26 762 243 Nationally 
endangered 

No Information Wellington 
Regional Council 
Reserve 

1 

Euphorbia glauca 
Shore spurge 

Wharekohu Point, Kapiti 
Island 

R26 678 335 Serious decline 40 x 30m2 Nature Reserve 2 

Dechampia caespitosa var. 
macrantha 
Tussock grass 

Kapiti Island R26 Gradual decline No Information Nature Reserve 3 

Korthalsella salicornioides 
Mistletoe 

Kapiti Island R26 344,  
R26 709 355 

Sparse N/A Nature Reserve 4 

Hebe elliptica var. 
crassifolia 
Kokomuka 

Kapiti Island R26 Range restricted Extensive along 
coastline 

Nature Reserve 5 

Korthalsella salicornioides 
Mistletoe 

Waikanae Park R26 825 353 Sparse N/A Recreation 
Reserve 

6 

Tupeia Antarctica 
Tupia 

Kapiti Island R26 726 373, 
R26 727 376, 
R26 727 402 
and also in grid 
squares R26 
72-37-R26 72-
40- R26 72-39- 

Gradual decline Plants scattered 
throughout 500 ha 
in eastern & 
northern part of 
Island 

Nature Reserve 7 

Mazus novaezeelandiae Puketitiro, (adjacent to 
Paraparaumu Senic 
Reserve) 

R26 814 324 Serious decline 8m2 None 8 

Mazus novaezeelandiae Otaihanga (adjacent to 
Paraparaumu Senic 
Reserve) 

R26 811 321 
R26 814 322 

Serious decline 50m2 None 9 

Leptinella dioica subsp. 
monoica 
Shore cotula 

Waikanae Estuary R26 787 348, 
R26 795 347, 
R26 785 347, 
R26 795 349 

Gradual decline Over an area of 
approximately 20ha 

Scenic Reserve 
and unprotected 

10 

Lepidium tenuicaule Wharekohu Bay, Kapiti R26  N/A Nature Reserve 11 
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District 
Plan ID 

Description Location Map Grid 
reference 

National Threat 
Rank 

Area Additional 
Protection Status  

Shore cress Island 
12 Lepidium oleraceum 

Cook’s scurvy grass 
 

Kapiti Island R26 686 335 Nationally 
endangered 

20m2 Nature Reserve 

13 Ophioglossum petiolatum 
Stalked adder’s tongue 

Totara Lagoon, Waikanae 
Beach 

R26 
Historic Record 

Nationally 
endangered 

Unknown None 

14 Carex litorosa 
Sea sedge 

Estuary Inlet off Waikanae 
River, Makora Rd 

R26 795 347 Serious decline Scattered through 
estuary margin 

None 

15 Desmoschoenus spiralis  
Pingao 

Otaki River outlet  Gradual decline Unknown None 

16 Pimelea arenaria 
Sand pimelea 

Waikanae River outlet  Serious decline Unknown None 

17 Paraxilla colensoi 
Scarlet-flowered mistletoe 

Plateau Waitewaewae track S27 020 406 Gradual decline Within 2metres of 
river 

National Park 

18 Spiranthes novae-
zealandiae 

Paraparaumu Airport Contact 
Council 

Nationally 
endangered 

Contact Council Contact Council 
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 Schedule 3.4.4 Outstanding Natural Landscapes 
 
This schedule documents the landscape values identified under each of the assessment criteria and the relative significance of these values in 
the context of the Kapiti Coast District.  Potential threats to feature and landscape values are also identified. 
 
Note: *RS in the table, means ‘relative significance’ of the values identified under each assessment criteria on a five point scale; low (l), low-
moderate (lm), moderate (m), moderate-high (mh) , high (h) in the context of the whole district The relative significance ‘score’ assigned to 
values to tangata whenua includes an evaluation of additional values identified by the ART (Te Āti Awa ki Whakarongotai, Ngati Ruakawa, Ngati 
Toa) Confederation working party. 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 1 

Waiorongomai Dunes  
Outstanding Natural 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 
 

1 Coastal foredunes 
between Waitohu Stream 
and Lake Waiorongomai 

NZ Topo 
Map BN32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

Significant sequence of unmodified coastal dunes with older series 
preserved and supporting comprehensive pattern of indigenous 
flora (threatened by exotic weeds). 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

Distinct dune formation sequence represented from advancing 
foredune through to more consolidated inland dunes and 
progression of habitats supported. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

Dune sequence largely unmodified with limited public access, 
contrasting markedly with significant development along much of 
the coast in the District. 

    Ecosystem functioning 
(h) 

Foredunes support colonising species such as spinifex and sand 
convolvulus through to dry duneland shrubland species such as 
taupoata and toetoe in the consolidated inland dunes.  Associated 
with Waiorongomai Lake and Waitohu Stream mouth and 
wilderness beach areas that support populations of seabirds and 
waders such as banded dotterel, pied stilt, white faced heron and 
spur-winged plover. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

Significant dune  sequence  over  20km  expressive  of  distinct 
dune formation sequence with indigenous vegetation patterns 
responding to varying exposure to coastal conditions and soil 
formation 

   Perceptual Memorability 
(h) 

The landscape is memorable due to the presence of water, fauna, 
coastal influences and expansive views including landmark features 
of Kapiti Island and prominent peaks of the Tararua ranges. 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-84] - Notified 29 November 2012 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 1 

Waiorongomai Dunes  
Outstanding Natural 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 
 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

Picturesque qualities with dunes framing views along the coast and 
reinforced by sense of openness and ‘wilderness’ and by the views 
this area affords of the steep northern cliffs of Kapiti Island and the 
prominent peaks of the Tararuas. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

A high degree of natural character is associated with dynamic 
land formation processes and populations of indigenous fauna. 
Perceptions of natural character are enhanced by the areas relative 
isolation, limited public access and the undeveloped nature of 
adjacent land with exotic forestry contributing to enclosure and 
perceptions of ‘cultured’ nature. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

Dune sequence forms a distinct landmark at the northern edge 
of the District over a substantive section of the coast. Context for 
expansive views of some of the more prominent peaks in the inland 
ranges, including the twin peaks of Mitre, the northern coast of 
Kapiti Island and the foreland and peak of Mt Taranaki. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values are an important characteristic of this landscape, 
reflecting coastal processes, ongoing dune formation processes, 
varying (salt and fresh) water levels and the migratory patterns of 
avifauna and fish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(m) 

The dunes form the backdrop to an important ‘wilderness’ 
recreation resource; for surf casting species and shell fish gathering 
as  well as horse  riding/walking  with 4WD access permitted to 
the beach beyond the stream mouths. Minor tracks through the 
farmland provide adjacent landowners with ‘private’ beach access. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(m) 

Associated with coastal transportation routes and wetland food 
gathering sites along the coast. Ongoing links indicated by named 
waterways at the edges of the dune sequence and continued land 
ownership around Waiorongomai-the most significant in the District. 

   Associative Historical 
Associations 
(m) 

Part of the Old Coach Road beach highway and context for early 
productive land use with surrounding exotic forestry plantations 
some of the most significant areas in the District. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Climate change, coastal erosion, increased public/vehicle access, 
[residential] development typologies including effects on existing 
rural outlook, pest/weed populations. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 2 

Otaki River Mouth 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

2 Otaki River Mouth and 
the adjacent wetland, 
lagoon and beach ridge 
features 

NZ Topo 
Map BN32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

Otaki River mouth expresses both coastal and alluvial processes. It 
is the largest river mouth in the sequence of waterways that mark 
the coast of the District. The landforms are typical of a braided river, 
although modified by preferred alignment and excavation to reduce 
flood hazards with shifting gravel banks, small areas of salt marsh, 
brackish lagoons and wetlands confined behind outflow gravels and 
adjacent dunes. 

   Physical Research and 
education 
(mh) 

Localised beach ridges to the south of the outlet demonstrate 
the  confluence  of  coarser  river  gravels  from  Otaki  River  and 
finer  materials  from  the  north  that  have  been  deposited  by 
coastal processes (influenced by vehicle access). The flood plain 
management plan, including periodic cutting of the river mouth, is 
balanced with initiatives to preserve and enhance ecological, 
recreational and heritage values. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

Wetland and estuarine habitat is under-represented nationally and 
recognised as a threatened environment. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Small area of indigenous flora with patterns influenced by flood 
control measures, run off, naturalising exotic species and public 
access (including vehicular traffic). The varying landforms, water 
levels and exposure to the coast establish a diverse range of habitats 
important for fauna (but not nesting sites) that move between sea, 
river and land, including migratory birds and fish (e.g. caspian tern 
and long fin eel and banded dotterel) and forms part of the Otaki 
River habitat corridor, that extends from the mountains to the sea. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Although modified by occasional flood protection works, access 
tracks and pastoral landuse, land formation processes are clearly 
expressed and limit/define cultural activities including access 
across the river mouth. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

The landscape is memorable due to the presence of water, fauna, 
coastal influences and expansive views including landmark features 
of Kapiti Island and prominent peaks of the Tararua ranges. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Sublime qualities are afforded by the sense of remoteness, 
openness and ‘wilderness’ and by the views this area affords of the 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [3-86] - Notified 29 November 2012 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 2 

Otaki River Mouth 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

steep northern cliffs of Kapiti Island and the prominent peaks of the 
Tararuas. 

   Perceptual Naturalness 
(mh) 

A moderate-high degree of natural character is associated with 
dynamic land formation processes and populations of indigenous 
fauna. Perceptions of natural character are enhanced by the areas 
relative isolation,   access via gravel roads and the undeveloped 
nature of the coast south of the estuary. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

Otaki River mouth is expressive of both coastal and alluvial 
processes. It forms an important landmark along the foreshore 
and context for expansive views of some of the more prominent 
peaks in the inland ranges, including the twin peaks of Mitre, the 
northern coast of Kapiti Island and the foreland and peak of Mt 
Taranaki. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values are an important characteristic of this landscape, 
reflecting both coastal and alluvial processes, varying (salt and 
fresh) water levels and the migratory patterns of avifauna and fish 
species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

Majority area is zoned as part of the Otaki River corridor; important 
flood control area, with regular excavation preserving unimpeded 
flows out to sea and preventing natural migration of the river mouth 
to the south. North and south stop banks with flood gates are 
located at the edges of the estuary at Rangiruru and Katihuku. 
Other features recognised in the District Plan include the 70 ha 
heritage ecosite ‘river mouth - estuarine wetland’ (regional 
significance). Beach ridges to the south of the river mouth are 
recognised by the NZ Geological Society (of regional significance) 
and much of the estuary is identified by Department of 
Conservation as a threatened environment. Ecological values are 
recognised and enhanced by local community groups, such as 
Friends of the Otaki River with a current focus on planting along the 
northern bank of the estuary. The area is an important recreation 
resource; for floundering, white baiting, surf casting species and 
shell fish gathering as well as horse riding with 4WD access to 
permitted areas north and south of the river mouth. The river 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 2 

Otaki River Mouth 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

mouth offers access to the north and south bank tracks of the wider 
Otaki River CWB resource, also used by anglers. 

   Associative Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

The area is the context for a substantive sequence of historical 
pa sites at the river mouth; Otaki, Waro-te-Rehunga and Katihiku on 
southern banks and Pakutuku and Rangiruru on the northern 
banks. Historic lagoons (Whakapawaewae) were important 
mahinga kai with eel weirs connected to Te Rauparaha. Use as a 
sea and freshwater fishery continue, although degraded by 
intensive land use and the modification of waterways. Otaki River, 
including the river mouth, is also important a defining awa; 
associated with whakapapa and hapu boundaries. Ongoing 
association indicated by continued land ownership along the 
southern banks of the river. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The area was an important early transportation node, for both 
Maori and early Europeans, including a historic ferry crossing and a 
hotel associated with the Old Coach Rd along the beach. The River 
mouth is well known in terms of the ‘City of Auckland’ ship wreck of 
1878 with a memorial located at the end of Rangiruru Road. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Flood management, climate change, coastal erosion, catchment 
management, increased public/vehicle access, [residential] 
development along the edges including effects on existing rural 
outlook, pest /weed populations. 

 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 3 

Otaki River Gorge 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

3 Otaki River Gorge from 
the ‘Big Bend’ to the 
edge of the Tararua 
Forest Park. 
 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 
and BP33 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The incised river gorge and narrow sinuous terraces are expressive 
of both alluvial processes created as a result of the river cutting 
down through aggradation gravels and underlying greywacke. 
Banks also feature large scale slip and slump erosion. The 
associated remnant and regenerating indigenous forest, is 
characteristic of much of the Tararua foothills historically and 
includes species the kamahi ecodomain with pockets of Nikau in 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 3 

Otaki River Gorge 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

frost free gullies. 
   Physical Research and 

education 
(h) 

Alluvial processes, incised river gorge, expressive of accelerated 
erosion processes during last Ice Age. Triassic montis (fossil) 
bearing rocks have been identified in the Otaki River, downstream 
from the Pukehinau Stream. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

Indigenous vegetation patterns across much of the surrounding 
foothills have been cleared by native timber milling and then farming 
practices. Forest remnants near the edges of the gorge include 
lowest altitudinal extent of black beech in the Tararua ranges 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

The area is an important part of the Otaki River corridor that links 
the habitats of the mountains to the sea. Along the steep faces of 
the river system a significant pattern of regenerating bush has been 
retained including kamahi, rewarewa, five finger and tree fern, with 
remnant tawa, northern rata and rimu and nikau clusters in moist, 
frost free areas. The fresh water values are relatively high with the 
river and its tributaries important for both indigenous fish and 
introduced species, such as brown trout. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

Landforms in the gorge are largely unmodified and outside the 
river corridor (flood hazard management) zone. Topography and 
geomorphology are reinforced by indigenous vegetation retained 
and the alignment of the Otaki Gorge road. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

This section of the Otaki River is a memorable landscape due to the 
presence of water and its more dynamic qualities, the prominent 
cliffs and the contrasting areas of enclosure and openness that are 
punctuated by framed views of named peaks. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The area possesses picturesque qualities relating to the sequence 
of  confined  views  along  the  river  bank  including  pockets  of 
‘wilderness’ and prominent foothill peaks such as Waitatapia. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

A moderate-high degree of natural character is associated with this 
landscape. Natural patterns of landform, land cover and hydrology 
are clearly identifiable and are less modified inland, particularly 
along the immediate margins of the river. Perceptions of natural 
character are enhanced within the river corridor, where the 
prominent banks and remnant/regenerating indigenous vegetation 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 3 

Otaki River Gorge 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

confines views and contributes to a ‘wilderness’ experience. 
Patterns of  settlement are  sparse  (although  new  subdivision  is 
evident), with buildings often obscured by landform and vegetation 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The   landscape   is   expressive   of   alluvial   geomorphology.   
The incised gorge marks a navigable path up into the mountains 
that are punctuated by a sequence of views that feature known 
landmarks such as Waitatapia. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Transient values are associated with flood events and the migratory 
patterns of fish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

Features recognised in the District Plan include heritage ecosites: at 
Waiohanga Road Bush and the small secondary forest of makomako 
and kamahi near suspension bridge and areas of kamahi-podocarp 
forest that extend beyond the Department of Conservation 
boundary to the edges of the river. These remnants form part of 
the wider Tararua Forest and are an important biodiversity resource 
for the lower north island and play a crucial role in conserving 
water quality and supply, and minimising flood risk to the 
surrounding lowland. The area is an important tourism and 
recreation resource, for trout fishing, rafting and kayaking.  It is the 
gateway to the Tararua Forest Park, including the iconic southern 
crossing. Fossil bearing rocks near Pukehinau Stream are 
recognised by NZ Geological Society (regional significance). Stone 
walls at Shields Flat are recognised by the NZ Archaeological 
Society and as a Department of Conservation reserve. The 
catchment provides potable water for Otaki, Te Horo and Hautere 
residents. Terraces and lower slopes of hills valued as a place of 
settlement; as illustrated by recent rural-residential development. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(m) 

An   important   transport   route   historically;   gateway   to   the 
Tararua southern crossing and forest resources used by lowland 
settlements. Defining awa; important in terms of whakapapa and 
hapu boundaries and fresh water values. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The area is associated with early European settlement, timber 
milling sites (Tiritea Mill Company) and productive landuse 
including the Shields Flat settlement (now Department of 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 3 

Otaki River Gorge 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

Conservation Reserve) with stone wall relics from the depression 
era. Technically difficult road and bridge construction linked to 
these activities (e.g. Devils Elbow) that reflect the underlying 
topography and geomorphology. The gorge is also associated with 
early tramping club initiatives as the gateway to the Tararua ranges; 
Tararua Tramping Club established in 1919. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Catchment/fresh water value management, pest populations, 
indigenous vegetation clearance, earthworks- including tracks, 
quarrying, [residential] development typologies, location and 
density, roading upgrades. 

 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 4 

The Tararua Ranges 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

4 The main range and 
forested foothills of the 
Tararuas that run along 
the eastern boundary of 
the entire District. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP33 
and BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The ranges are expressive of the Wellington and Ohariu faults. 
They are comprised of uplifted Torlesse supergroup greywacke, 
with prominent peaks above 1500m. They consist of the oldest 
geological elements in the District. Significant areas of indigenous 
vegetation have been retained in this landscape including primary 
forest with montane to kamahi  ecodomains represented. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

They are expressive of tectonic uplift, minor glacial activity, as well 
as alluvial and colluvial processes. The ranges support significant 
areas   of   original   alpine   tussock   grasslands   (above   
1000m), montane beech and podocarp/tawa and podocarp/kamahi 
forest with remnants of loess influenced lowland tawa-nikau  
forest. These areas support rare and endangered indigenous fauna 
with active restoration programmes in place in the Tararua Forest 
Park, including Project Kaka (commenced 2010) inland from Otaki. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

The area provides habitat for threatened species including kaka, 
kakariki, falcon, long tailed bat, potentially the lesser short tailed bat 
and invertebrates that are rare on the mainland. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 

The ranges provide the most diverse range of habitats from hill 
country to sub alpine in the lower north island. They are also an 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 4 

The Tararua Ranges 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

(h) important water catchment for major rivers, including the Otaki and 
the Waikanae Rivers. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

Distinct north east tending ridge line, with a sequence of identifiable 
peaks, spurs and lowers foothills along the full extent of the District. 
Landforms are predominately unmodified, with vegetation patterns 
clearly expressive of varying soil conditions and distinct altitudinal 
zones. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

A highly memorable landscape due to the extent and prominence of 
the landforms that form a continuous backdrop to the District that 
are often highlighted by snow in the winter months. The ranges form 
a key part of the District’s identity, as a dramatic backdrop and 
physical marker of the eastern boundary. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The ranges have strong picturesque qualities, with elements 
contributing to a sequence of fore, mid and background views. The 
upper ranges and extent of indigenous vegetation approach the 
sublime through the obvious predominance of nature over cultural 
influences, their ‘awe inspiring’ scale and the real risks they present 
to past and present explorers. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

Associated with a high degree of natural character, as patterns of 
landform, landcover and hydrology are largely unmodified and are 
enhanced by active restoration programmes in the Tararua Forest 
Park. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The ranges are very expressive of tectonic uplift and associated 
erosion, faulting and alluvial processes with distinct ecodomains. 
They comprise well known landmarks and a continuous edge to the 
District. 

    Transient values 
(mh) 

The higher mountains are often covered in snow during the winter 
months. The ranges have a defining effect on the weather of the 
lower north island, as well as the ranging patterns of indigenous 
fauna, with forest birds more evident in lowland areas following 
seasonal food sources 

   Associative Shared or 
recognised values 
(h) 

The majority of the landscape is located within the Tararua Forest 
Park (established in 1954) and the Kaitawa Reserve and is zoned 
conservation land. Other features identified in the District Plan 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 4 

The Tararua Ranges 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

include: heritage ecosites that extend beyond the boundaries of the 
park; and heritage relics, that are associated with milling sites at 
Otaki Forks and Mangaone North and South Road. This area forms 
a significant tourism and recreation resource, providing picnic a n d  
c a m p i n g    sites,   day   walks, o v e r n i g h t  t r a m p s  a n d  
hunting areas. The ranges have a significant role in conserving the 
indigenous biodiversity of the lower North Island and a crucial role 
in conserving water quality and supply, while minimising flood risk 
to the surrounding lowland. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

There are different versions of the origin of the name Tararua. 
The Kahungungu version stems from an ancestor, Rangikaikore, 
who broke his spear tip (tara) into two (rua) while hunting. The 
Muaupoko and Rangitane tradition is that the name refers to the 
two wives of their ancestor explorer, Whatonga. Popular folklore 
has  ascribed  the  name  to  two  specific  topographic  features; 
the dramatic steep double peak on the main range, the Tararua 
Peaks (officially named Tunui and Tuiti) and the double peak of 
Mitre, so-called by Europeans because its shape resembled that 
of a bishop’s mitre. Most of the peaks and the main waterways of 
the Tararua’s have Maori names indicating long held associations 
that have particular significance to particular iwi and hapu. Early 
transportation routes were negotiated through to the Wairarapa 
across the ranges as evidenced by archaeological records, 
including adzes, obsidian flakes and umu. Foothills areas and 
waterways also formed an important historical food and forest 
resource gathering sites. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

An early traverse route for Maori and Pakeha that spanned the 
ranges with the ‘Southern Crossing’ track established by 1912. 
Peaks were used to triangulate trig points and survey to produce 
the first maps of the District. Timber milling in the ranges was 
associated with construction of the main trunk line and settlement 
patterns in the lowlands. Relics of the mill sites have been retained 
as tourist attractions, with the Mangaone Walkway following the 
mill tram line. Early explorers are commemorated in the naming of 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 4 

The Tararua Ranges 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

particular peaks and huts (e.g. Field). The Tararua Forest Park 
was the first (Forest Service) recreation-conservation ‘forest park’ to 
be established, with the management passed on to Department of 
Conservation in 1987. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Earthworks and vegetation removal on rural land, Pest/weed 
populations, climate change, visitor numbers and potential effects 
on flora and fauna and fresh water values, [residential] development 
typologies where access and rural land may permit and in adjacent 
areas/edges of the landscape. 

 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 5 

Kapiti Islands 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

5 A cluster of offshore 
islands including Kapiti 
Island and Tokomapuna,  
Motoungarara  and 
Tahoramaurea Islets. 

NZ Topo 
Map BN32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The islands are expressive of the Wairau Fault. They are comprised 
of uplifted Torlesse supergroup greywacke, with the prominent 
western escarpment on the main island rising to 500m. Indigenous 
vegetation has regenerated after majority clearance and includes 
canopy species rata, matai and miro. Patterns are reflective of an 
exposed coastal environment, altitudinal zones and the absence 
of possums and rats. Okupe lagoon shelf at the northern tip is 
representative of uplifted beach ridges and ongoing accumulation 
of marine shingles. Sea caves in cliffs on the eastern coastline mark 
past sea levels. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The  islands  were  once  part  of  the  land  bridge  that  extended 
across the Cook Straight. Kapiti Island is one of the country’s most 
important bird recovery sites, with flora regeneration, release and 
pest control programmes used to enhance forest, shore and seabird 
populations. In addition, the marine reserve, established in the 
1990s, preserves and enhances fauna in the adjacent coastal 
environment. Conservation and heritage features communicated 
to all visitors to the reserve. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

The Phyllonite rock belt along east coast of Kapiti Island, and also 
exposed on Motungarara and Tahoramaurea Islands, is expressive 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 5 

Kapiti Islands 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

of cataclastic metamorphism not found elsewhere in the District. 
Kapiti provides habitat for bird populations that are rare (e.g. 
stitchbird), or extinct on the mainland (e.g. spotted kiwi) and the 
characteristics of the ephemeral wetland near Okupe Lagoon are 
uncommon in the District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

The majority of Kapiti Island has been managed as a ‘preserve for 
native flora and fauna’ and national bird recovery site since 1897. 
Including the marine areas, the Island provides an important link 
and regeneration/recovery source for indigenous flora and fauna 
populations on the mainland. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

Kapiti Island is a distinct landform, with regenerating patterns of 
flora and fauna expressive of a range of habitats and varying 
exposure to the coastal environment. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

It is a highly memorable landscape due to the distinct profile of the 
Island’s ridge line, its location off the coast, and the sequence of 
views it contributes to along the transportation routes and areas of 
settlement on the mainland. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

Strong picturesque qualities; the island contributes to the mid and 
background of views from a wide range of public viewpoints in the 
District. Views are often framed or partially obscured by intervening 
landform and structures, with a varying sequence established along 
SH1 and the main arterial roads in the District. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

The Island has a high degree of natural character, with patterns 
of landform, landcover and hydrology largely unmodified over the 
last 

20 years and enhanced by active restoration programmes. 
    Expressiveness / 

legibility 
(h) 

The Kapiti Island landform is clearly expressive of tectonic uplift and 
a significant landmark and edge to the District. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values are linked to the effects of coastal processes on 
landform, landcover and landuse including ease of access to the 
island. Patterns of light and shade, sea haze and cloud formations 
resulting from seasonal and daily weather systems, effect views 
from the mainland, often noticed at sunset. 
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   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The majority of the Kapiti Island is zoned as conservation land. 
Other features recognised in the District Plan include: heritage 
forest and wetland ecological sites on the main island and taupata 
shrubland on the Islets; historical buildings that relate to early Maori 
settlement and whaling activities; and geological sites (Phyllonite  
belt,  beach  ridges  and  uplifted sea  caves)  that  are recognised 
by the NZ Geological Society (of regional significance). 
Archaeological artefacts relating to early Maori settlement, whaling 
and productive land use located on the main island and the islets 
are recognised by the NZ Archaeology Association. The value of the 
land and sea based flora and fauna, is recognised and protected 
under the Conservation Act and the Marine Reserves Act and 
associated with early conservation efforts (under the 1897 Kapiti 
Island Public Reserve Act). The Islands are an important landmark 
and tourism and outdoor recreation resource for the District. 
Images of the Kapiti Island are often used to promote the District 
and its products (e.g. Kapiti Ice cream) and form the   context for 
local artwork and photography. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

Kapiti means ‘joining’ or boundary between Ngati Tara and 
Rangitane. Kapiti Island was an early place of settlement for 
Maori and the stronghold of Te Rauparaha. Several pa sites were 
located on the main island historically and more than 1000 Ngati 
Toa are thought to have lived there during Te Rauparaha’s time. 
The Island is the context for the Waiorua Battle in 1824 between 
Ngati Toa and Rangitane supporters and the legend of Te 
Rauoterangi (a descendent  of  Toa  Rangatira) who  swam  from  
Kapiti across  to the mainland to warn others of an impending 
attack; hence the name of the channel between the mainland and 
the island. Kapiti’s Tuteremoana peak is named after the 
Rangitane chief who lived and died on the island. Kapiti Island is 
also a place of continued settlement, with descendents of Te 
Rauparaha living on the north eastern corner of the island who 
act as kaitiaki and have an active role in the management of the 
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reserve hosting organised tours and overnight visitors to the 
island. 

 

Additional values recorded in the #ART Confederation 
consultation documents: 

 
The cultural, spiritual, political and economic importance of Kapiti 
Island to Ngati Toa Rangatira cannot be underestimated. Kapiti 
Island was the epicentre of Ngati Toa’s Cook Strait empire and 
remains the spiritual and cultural heart of Ngati Toa today. It was 
Ngati Toa’s victory at the battle of Waiorua (or Te Umupakaroa), 
fought at the northern end of Kapiti Island, that marked the 
definitive establishment of Ngati Toa’s mana in the Cook Strait and 
set the stage for expansion along the south coast of wellington and 
into Te Tau Ihu (the northern South Island). 
 
Kapiti Island was an ideal base because its higher points provided 
a view of imminent threat, and the sheer cliffs on the western side 
of the island meant there were limited landing sites, and, access 
points could be easily monitored. Kapiti Island was fundamental to 
what has been termed the Ngati Toa Rangatira ‘maritime empire’. 
Its location at the northern entrance to Cook Strait was a significant 
strategic asset which allowed us to cement our position in the 
region. 
 
In terms of resources and economic opportunities, Kapiti Island 
was an invaluable asset. Streams and natural springs provided a 
plentiful water supply, and the coastline abounded in seafood and 
a thriving population of birds inhabited the forests. In addition, 
kumara, potato and later corn crops were grown in the fertile soil 
near Rangatira and Waiorua Point. Kapiti Island was also located 
in an advantageous position for whalers, being one of the best 
anchorage points in the area. At least five whaling stations were 
located on Kapiti Island, located at Kahu o te Rangi, Rangatira, 
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Taepiro, Wharekohu, and Waiorua, as well as on the offshore 
islands of Motungarara and Tohoramaurea. The whaling stations 
were of great economic benefit to Ngati Toa Rangatira, providing 
them with a continuous source of trade-goods; Te Rauparaha 
particularly encouraged their occupation. 
 
Many of the whalers built up close relationships with Ngati Toa 
Rangatira and married into the iwi. Three relevant marriages in 
particular are important, and all have produced many descendents 
within Ngati Toa Rangatira. These were: the marriage of Joseph 
Thoms to Te Ua Torikiriki, daughter of Tohunga chief Te Watarauhi 
Nohorua, the older brother of Te Rauparaha; the marriage of 
George Stubbs to Metapere Waipunahau, daughter of the chief Te 
Rangihiroa; and the marriage of John Nicols to Kahe Te Rau o te 
Rangi, daughter of the chief Te Matoha. The latter two marriages 
produced the noted politician Te Kakakura Wi Parata, and the first 
Maori doctor and politician Sir Maui Pomare respectively. 
 
The focus of Ngati Toa Rangatira settlement began to shift in the 
1840s as the political focus of the iwi underwent a significant 
change. The arrival of the Crown and European settlement put 
pressure on Ngāti Toa landholdings on the mainland. It was also 
vital to ensure ongoing access to trade, by extending their 
relationship from whalers to settlers and providing them with 
livestock and other provisions. Kapiti Island therefore became less 
desirable and other settlements with better access to Wellington 
were favoured. This saw the establishment of Takapuwahia in 
Porirua and a refocus of the Ngati Toa Rangatira tribal area; by 
1850, Takapuwahia was a reasonably substantial village. The lack 
of Christian missions on the island and the devastating effects of 
European disease also meant that the population of Ngati Toa 
Rangatira residing on Kapiti Island was reduced. 
 
However, all of this did not change Ngati Toa Rangatira’s 
perception of Kapiti Island. It was still seen as Ngati Toa Rangatira 
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land although it was not inhabited to the same extent after 
1850. During the latter half of the nineteenth century there were 
numerous attempts to purchase Kapiti Island, yet Ngati 
Toa Rangatira still retained ownership. However, after numerous 
Native Land Court investigations, Kapiti Island was increasingly 
subdivided into non-viable blocks. Almost all of those admitted by 
the Native Land Court as owners of the Kapiti blocks were 
members of Ngati Toa Rangatira. 
 
In 1897 legislation was enacted which meant that it was illegal for 
land owners on Kapiti to lease or sell their land to anyone other 
than the Crown. Due to economic circumstances, the majority of 
private land on Kapiti was sold by 1901. 
 
Some descendants of the Ngati Toa Rangatira chief Te Rangihiroa, 
younger brother of the hereditary chief Te Pehi Kupe, still have 
homes on Kapiti, however Ngati Toa Rangatira as an iwi have not 
been in occupation of the island for over a century. Yet its natural 
resources, wahi tapu, and historical sites continue to be of great 
significance. Te Rauparaha’s decision to re-establish the iwi was 
the first step in the creation of a new Ngati Toa Rangatira identity; 
Kapiti Island, the springboard from which Ngati Toa Rangatira were 
able to expand, was fundamental to this and continues to be central 
to the cultural identity of Ngati Toa Rangatira. 
The following waiata expresses the significance of Kapiti Island to 
Ngati Toa Rangatira: 
 
Tau mai e kapiti 
te kainga o te hunga kua wehe kit e iwi nui I te po. Te marae i Wai-
o-rua tenei te mihia, 
te wahi i tanuku ait e whakaaro o te motu, kia patua o tamariki I 
kopaina e koe. 
Hei tohu ki nga uri whakaheke mai i te mana i tuawhakarere iho 
i te mana i te wehi o Io nui… i 
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Tau mai e Kapiti 
Te Whare Wananga o ia, o te nui, o te wehi, o te Toa. 
Whakakaupapa I te nohotahi, a Awa, a Toa, a Raukawa. I heke mai 
i Kawhia ki te kawe tikanga 
hei oramo nga uri o muri nei 
Tau mai e Kapiti te kainga tupu 
o te wehi, o te toa, o te whakamanawanui….i 
 
Tau mai e Kapiti 
Te kainga te kino, o tem au-a-hara, o te kaitangata 
e air a hoki ki nga kupu whakapae o nga iwi maha o te motu nei 
Ko Rangatira te marae tenei te mihia Tona rite he marae paenga 
whakairo, ki roto o Kaiweka, he marae rongonui ki runga ki raro 
tawhio noa….a 
 
Tau mai e Kapiti 
Whakataretare mai kit e rangatahi e hao nei. 
Waikahua, Waikatohu, e mau ki nga mana i nga mana i ngakia e 
koe. 
Uhia mai ra te manaakitanga a nga tupuna kua wehe kit e po hei 
mauri whakakaha i te hinengaro 
 O Tama, o Hine e pae nei 
 
The place that answered the desires of the country 
That your children should be sacrificed. A symbol for the coming 
generations 
Of the majestic authority of ancient times, Of the power and awe of 
Io-nui, 
We salute you Kapiti 
The centre of learning devoted to the current of the great, O the 
awesome, of the warrior, 
Created for the unity of te Ati Awa, Ngati Toa Rangatira and Ngati 
Raukawa, 
Those who migrated from Kawhia with a legacy 
Nourishing and giving life to those generations to come. 
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Stand there Kapiti, the homeland 
Of the awesome, of the warrior, of the sure and confident. We 
salute you Kapiti, 
The home of evil, of vengeance, of cannibalism, According to the 
accusations of the many, 
 
We salute Rangatira, 
That which is likened to the gathering place of the great chiefs 
At Kaiweka, a famous plaza 
Known in the north, the south, at all points. We salute you Kapiti, 
 
Gaze upon the youth that gather here. 
Who shall say who will take hold of the authority vested in you? 
Bestow the blessings of those ancestors who have passed on, As 
an empowering life-force for the minds and imaginations Of the 
children gathered here. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The Island is the associated with early and continued Maori 
settlement, whaling and early productive land uses. It is also linked 
to the early establishment of the conservation movement in NZ, 
where the island was identified as a bird sanctuary in the late 1800’s 
and is associated with the work of the conservationist Richard 
Henry (known particularly for his work in preserving the kakapo), 
who was a caretaker on the island during the early 1900’s. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Climate change, visitor activities/numbers and potential effects on 
flora/fauna/freshwater values, reserve and private land 
development: earthworks; vegetation clearance; structure 
typologies, including location, density, height, reflectivity etc. 
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6 A sequence of dune 
ridges and intervening 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

Ngarara is expressive of the older dune formation processes 
(Waitarere-Motuiti and the older consolidated Foxton dunes) and 
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wetlands and dune 
lakelets 
 

interdunal hydrological patterns. This includes the sequence of 
raupo and flax wetlands and lakelets that are remnants of the 
Ngarara Stream catchment and the interdunal links between the 
Waimeha and the Kukutauaki Stream. The indigenous flora and 
fauna, although degraded, represent wetland, swamp forest and dry 
forest patterns. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The area illustrates dune formation processes and hydrological 
patterns, as well as lowland flora and fauna now rare in the District. 
Nga Manu Reserve Research projects and tours provide organised 
education opportunities. Freshwater biota of Ngarara Stream is 
well studied and ongoing hydrological survey through the Ngarara 
Farm wetlands artesian and groundwater qualities. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

Nga Manu-Jacks Bush kahikatea-pukatea/swamp maire-tawa 
swamp forest (over more than 45 ha) is one of the largest mature 
examples in the Foxton Ecological District and earlier successional 
wetland stages are also represented in the vicinity. Conservation 
activities in Nga Manu Reserve have protected threatened bird and 
invertebrate species in the wild as well as in captivity. Bittern are 
resident in the Ngarara farm wetlands. Hydrological system largely 
unmodified; unusual for a peri urban/lowland setting. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

A complete successional wetland sequence over more than 60 ha 
from open dune lakelet to mature swamp forest is represented 
and largely interconnected Includes the Totara, Te Harakeke/ 
Kawakahia wetland (with the latter highly modified and used as a 
water sewage treatment pond up until 2002) and tributaries of the 
Ngarara Stream (once managed as a drain but now being allowed 
to naturalise). Wider remnant areas provide habitat for kereru, eel 
and mudfish with lightly grazed dunes supporting regenerating bush 
and kahikatea on the Ngarara farm the closest to the coast in the 
District. Nga Manu Reserve is home to a wide range of indigenous 
plant species, including stands of kahikatea, as well as habitat for 
tuatara and over 60 bird species (with breeding programmes in 
place). Waterways and indigenous vegetation provide significant 
seasonal food resources for wildlife and links between the Tararuas 
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(Hemi Matenga) and the coast. 
   Perceptual Coherence 

(mh) 
The series of interconnected lakelets and wetlands is associated 
with the remaining wetland areas and indigenous vegetation 
patterns that thread through this landscape and establish links 
between the mountains and the sea. Unmodified dune landforms 
and areas of consolidated dunes establish clear habitats. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 
 

Ngarara is a memorable landscape due to its undulating topography, 
the presence of water, indigenous fauna and its proximity to the 
wider coastal environment. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Strong picturesque qualities are associated with the rolling 
topography, predominate rural landuse and extensive areas of bush 
and wetlands and where a sequence of more intimate views is set 
against the backdrop of the Hemi Matenga escarpment. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

Moderate-high degree of natural character associated with the 
interconnected dune and wetland sequence, substantive patterns of 
indigenous flora and fauna, predominant rural landuse and sparse 
settlement patterns that contrast strongly with adjacent urban 
areas. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

Ngarara is expressive of dune formation processes and, although 
modified and degraded, hydrological and indigenous vegetation 
patterns that typify these landforms. The dune landforms are 
largely unmodified with a ridge line that extends through to the Te 
Hapua swamp area. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Transient values are associated with seasonal hydrological patterns 
and bird habitat range. 

   Associative Shared and 
recognised values 
(h) 

The land around the decommissioned sewage treat plant is zoned 
open space (Pharazyn Reserve) with links to beach esplanade 
areas. Other features recognised in the District Plan are: heritage 
ecosites including the harakeke (kawakahia) wetland and Nga 
Manu  sanctuary  wetland,  swamp  forest  and  kohe  kohe-tawa 
forest  (both  of  regional  significance).  The kawakahia 
wet land is protected by QEII covenant, recognised by 
Department of Conservation as a RAP site and by   the Wellington 
Regional Council under the Key Native Ecosystems Programme. 
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There are additional areas protected by QEII covenant within the 
Nga Manu Reserve and on private land. There are archaeological 
sites clustered along the dune landform, associated with early 
Maori settlement, as recognised by the NZ Archaeological 
Association. The area is a gateway to the less populated 
‘wilderness’ coastal areas, between Waikanae Beach and Peka 
Peka. Ngarara is an informal recreation resource, with Rutherford 
Drive forming part of the coastal cycle way and public tracks 
providing access to Pharazyn Reserve. Nga Manu Reserve is an 
important tourism resource for the District with values enhanced by 
an active community group. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

Linked with known pa sites along the Waimeha and Kukutauaki 
Streams with the wetland system historically important as a 
mahinga kai   including eel weirs used by Muaupoko. Historic 
transport routes are thought to have existed along the waterways, 
and where the Waimea flowed behind the dunes and into the 
Waikanae River prior to European excavation. Land at Ngarara was 
also previously owned by Wi Parata, one of the first Maori Member 
of Parliament. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The area is linked with early Maori (Muaupoko, Ati Awa and Ngati 
Toa) and European settlement. It was the home of Wi Parata 
(Waikanae was originally called Parata Township) and William Field 
a landowner, who had early conservation and tramping interests 
(Field Hut). Wetland featured in art works by Frances Hodgkin’s 
(Fields sister in-law). The area supported farming by Maori and 
Pakeha, forestry and catchment modification (including a new 
outlet for the Waimeha Stream commissioned by Field). Nga Manu 
Reserve was established in the 1970s protecting areas retained 
through generations of farming practices (Field and Smith). 
 

   Potential 
threats 

 Water catchment management-existing hydrological links and 
freshwater values, earthworks including building platforms and 
tracks, indigenous vegetation removal, [residential] development-
structure typologies, location, density, height etc, infrastructure 
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upgrades-roading, telecommunications, power, gas (existing line), 
edge development typologies (existing context; rural character), 
pest/weed populations 
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 A distinct escarpment 
that extends from 
Reikorangi Road through 
to Te Hapua Road, in 
the foothills of the 
Tararuas. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The most prominent escarpment in the District rising to 560m, with 
steep western slopes and a gentler incline to the east. Deposits of 
cone-like gravels (‘flanglomerate’) built up on the western slopes 
from accelerated  erosion  during  the last Ice Age are the most 
distinct in  the District  and  probably  steepened by fault  action. 
Slopes predominately covered by remnant and regenerating 
kohekohe-tawa-titoki dominated forest, with areas of broadleaf 
located on the upper slopes (including mature kamahi, rimu and 
some rata) and is characteristic of historic altitudinal vegetation 
patterns across much of the foothills. Higher density of kohekohe on 
lower slopes probably induced by disturbance (both earthquakes 
and human clearance). 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The escarpment is a well defined tectonic landform with substantive 
bush areas and is accessible to the public (Kohekohe, Parata and 
Te Au Route). 

    Rarity 
(h) 

It is the largest area of kohekohe dominated forest in the District 
and forest of its type in New Zealand. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(natural Science 
factors) 
(h) 

The escarpment contributes to existing ecological links between 
Tararua ranges and the lowlands/Kapiti Island. Tributaries to the Te 
Hapua Rd wetland areas and the Kapakapanui Stream (that feeds 
into the Waikanae River) originate along the escarpments eastern 
slopes. Vegetation allows near contiguous links with the Kaitawa 
Reserve and Tararua Forest Park, linking montane to lowland 
areas. Kohekohe provide substantial winter food source for forest 
bird species, including bellbird and tui. 

   Perceptual Coherence Escarpment is part of a sequence that includes Paekakariki, 
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(h) Matahuika and Nikau. The landform is largely unmodified with a 
distinct ridgeline and sweeping form with indigenous vegetation 
retained along the majority of its extent. The reserve forms a 
distinct boundary to the regular pattern of lifestyle-rural residential 
development on the lower slopes. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

It is a memorable feature due to its prominence along SH1 and 
as an important backdrop/landmark for areas of settlement in the 
southern parts of the District. Parata track lookout provides 
expansive views of the coastline, Kapiti Island and the inland ranges. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The escarpment possesses strong picturesque qualities, as the mid 
ground of a broader Tararua Range view and backdrop to areas of 
settlement from Waikanae to Peka Peka. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 
(Aesthetic values) 

There is a moderate-high degree of natural character along the 
southern end of the escarpment (the conservation zone) associated 
with the distinct landform and continuous pattern of indigenous 
vegetation in contrast to adjacent urban areas. Natural character 
values are reduced by the exotic forestry plantations and pastoral 
land use at northern extent of the escarpment. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility  
(h) 

Landforms are largely unmodified and expressive of both tectonic 
activity and accelerated erosion and deposition of gravels during 
the last Ice Age. The escarpment forms an important landmark and 
edge to areas of settlement (Waikanae). 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Transient values are associated with the seasonal ranging patterns 
of forest bird species from the Tararua Ranges. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The majority extent of the escarpment is zoned as conservation 
land. Other features recognised on the District Plan heritage 
ecosites are: Hemi Matenga kohekohe-tawa-tioki Forest (national 
significance). Recreational tracks (off Kakariki Grove and Tui Cres) 
provide expansive views of the coastal area with Te Au as the 
highest point. Landscape highly valued as a backdrop to residential 
and rural residential areas located on the lower slopes. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 

The reserve land was originally owned by Hemi Matenga, brother of  
Wiremu  Parata,  both  members  of  a  distinguished Ngati Toa 
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(mh) family. Maori land ownership is continued on the eastern slopes 
behind the escarpment. 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

The Reserve area is part of the wider ‘Matenga Estate’ established 
in 1956 as a subdivision contribution. 

   Potential 
threats 

 [residential] development typologies within and adjacent to the 
ONL including effects of perceptions of natural character/views of 
the escarpment, earthworks including tracks, plantation forest 
management (harvesting schedules), infrastructure 
development/upgrades, pest/weed populations 
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 The tidal estuary and 
series of interconnected 
lagoons/lakelets and 
wetlands at the mouth of 
the Waikanae River. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

Most prominent estuarine area in the District. Expressive of coastal 
processes and river and dune land hydrological patterns. It includes 
the Waimeha lagoon that used to link the Waimeha Stream with the 
estuarine mouth of the Waikanae River. Indigenous flora and fauna, 
although compromised by disturbance and exotic species 
represents of a wide range of habitats, that reflect relative exposure 
to the coast, water flows and salt content. The area also signifies 
the mainland extent of the Kapiti Marine Reserve environment. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The southern banks recognised as a Department of Conservation 
Scenic Reserve, in which a wide range of habitats are represented. 
The dynamic confluence of marine, coastal, alluvial and dune 
formation processes has been mapped and birds have been 
surveyed over many decades. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

Salt marsh, fresh water wetland, dune lakes and dune habitats on 
site, are recognised as nationally under represented habitat types. 
One of only a few sites for migrating waders in the Wellington 
Region including Spoonbills. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 

Although modified and degraded, the site is an important remnant 
of the duneland hydrological patterns that once extended through 
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(h) 
 

to the Waimeha Stream. It includes a sequence of interconnected 
freshwater lakelets, saltwater lagoons and marshes, tidal sand 
flats and sandy beaches. This provides habitat for fauna that move 
between sea, river and land habitats. It is an important sea and air 
link between Kapiti Island and the mainland, and forms part of the 
Waikanae River corridor that extends from the mountains to the 
sea. It provides habitat for over 60 bird species including banded 
dotterel, pukeko, dabchick, oystercatchers and the national and 
international migratory species also found on Kapiti Island. The 
estuary provides habitat for indigenous fish species that require 
fresh and saltwater, including several species of whitebait and long 
and short fin eels. The estuary shows diverse patterns of indigenous 
flora, along side naturalising exotic species, including regionally 
rare species. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

Although modified and separated by areas of residential 
development, the sites hydrological system consists of an 
identifiable sequence of fresh water bodies that run at right angles 
to the coast. Sequence includes Waimanu Lagoon which although 
highly modified (once a low lying swampy area) has linkages with 
the  Waikanae  River  and  provides  continuation  of  open  water; 
used by water birds. The coherency of this system is reinforced 
by patterns of regenerating flora and fauna and the alignment of 
recreational tracks along the banks of the river. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

The estuary is a memorable landscape due to the strong presence 
of water and the views this area affords of the coastal environment, 
Kapiti Island, the landmark escarpments and peaks of the Akatarawa 
ranges. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

Strong picturesque qualities linked to the meandering path of the 
Waikanae River and the sequence of views along the walkway. 
Pockets of ‘wilderness’ are apparent where indigenous flora and 
fauna predominate and more intimate scenes are contrasted with 
the wider coastal views at the edge of the estuary. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

The estuary has a moderate-high degree of natural character. 
Patterns of landform, landcover and hydrology, although modified 
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Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

and degraded, contrast strongly with surrounding urban areas and 
are enhanced by the presence of water, diverse wildlife and the 
restoration programmes that are in place. 

    Expressiveness  / 
legibility 
(h) 

River and dune hydrological patterns are legible in the landscape, 
while restoration projects in place enhance a range of indigenous 
habitats.  Along  the  coast  the  river  mouth  forms  a  distinct 
landmark and context for views up into the ranges, that feature 
the escarpments of Mataihuka and Otaihanga, Papakirae and Mt 
Kapakapanui. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values are an important characteristic of this landscape. 
Dynamic coastal and river processes predominate due to changing 
salt water and fresh water levels and the migratory patterns of 
avifauna, fish and shellfish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The majority of the area is zoned as open space, river corridor, while 
Waimeha lagoon is zoned as conservation land. Other features that 
are recognised in the District Plan include: Heritage salt marsh, 
freshwater wetland, dune lake and dune system and habitat for 
fish and avifauna. Heritage building sites in close proximity include; 
Arapawaiti urupa, the Ferry Inn, Bishop Hadfield Church site and St 
Michaels Church. Midden and urupa sites are recognised around 
the lagoon by the NZ Archaeology Association. Ecological values 
are recognised by the Department of Conservation as a nationally 
significant reserve with recommended areas for protection (RAP 
sites). The foreshore is recognised under the Marine Reserves Act. 
Marine reserve and estuary recognised by GWRC as an Area of 
Significant Conservation Value. Flood protection methods include 
periodic excavation of river mouth to ensure unimpeded flows out 
to sea and to prevent natural migration of the river mouth to the 
south. Tourism resource with guided tours and the scientific 
reserve. Important informal recreation resource with tracks part of 
the coastal cycle way and connecting to the Paraparaumu esplanade 
reserve and the Waikanae River walkway through to SH1. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 

The estuary was a place of early Maori settlement, with known pa 
at Kena Kena (in line with Mazenberg Road-and possible location of 
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(h) the river mouth in pre European times), Arapawiti and Waimea. The 
area was an important fresh and sea water mahinga kai, historically, 
including highly valued eel weirs. There were also transport routes 
along the waterways.  The Waimea River once flowed behind the 
dunes and into the Waikanae River prior to the European excavation 
of a new river mouth out through the dunes. Use as a sea and 
freshwater fishery is continued, although it is degraded by run off 
and the modification of waterways. The area has important context 
for the Kuititanga Battle (near Waimeha Pa) between Ati Awa and 
Raukawa. It constitutes a defining awa; in relation to whakapapa 
and hapu boundaries. 

    Historical 
Associations 
(h) 

The area was the context for the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi 
(probably at Kena Kena, witnessed by Octavius Hadfield) by A.R.T, 
representatives including women. The area was the context of early 
Maori and European settlement, including one of the first churches 
in the District set up by Octavius Hadfield. The estuary was an 
important crossing point along the coastal Old Coach Road with the 
ferry house and crossing at Arapawhaiti (along Kotuku Drive). 

   Potential 
threats 

 Pest/weed populations, climate change, coastal erosion, flood and 
coastal hazard management strategies, levels /management of 
public access, edge development, and water catchment 
management/fresh water values. 

 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 9 

Whareroa Dunelands 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The coastal dunelands 
and wetland areas north 
of Paekakariki, that 
extends to the west of 
SH1 and north to the 
settlement of Raumati 
South. The area is 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

The Whareroa dune landforms are part of a much larger dune 
sequence that extends between the Wanganui River and 
Paekakariki. Small areas of regenerating indigenous coastal dune 
and wetland vegetation are representative of successional patterns 
on young dunes through the District. 
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managed by Greater 
Wellington Regional 
Council as the QE Park 
and by Department of 
Conservation as the 
MacKay’s Wetland. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

There is a well defined pattern of foredune and consolidated inland 
dunes that is expressive of distinct dune formation series, with 
some peat based wetland areas retained near MacKay’s crossing 
and Poplar Avenue. The Whareroa Dunes are recognised by the 
New Zealand Geological Society to be of regional significance and 
scientific/educational value. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

One of the most substantial sequences of unmodified dune 
landforms within the District. Indigenous foredune, dune shrubland, 
forest and wetland vegetation present are recognised as nationally 
under-represented habitat types by Department of Conservation.  
The kahikatea remnant near MacKay’s Crossing is rare in the 
Foxton Ecological District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

The park has highly modified vegetation patterns, with over 3/4 of 
the area under pasture.  Regenerating areas are associated with 
managed areas near the main park buildings, the streams and 
the foredune near the mouth of Whareroa. More extensive areas of 
patchy shrubland and broadleaf forest are located north of 
Whareroa stream. Ecological values of the wetland vegetation have 
been enhanced by recent stock exclusion and restoration. The 
hydrological patterns are highly modified (Whareroa Stream in 
particular), but areas ephemeral ponding have been retained. 
Riparian vegetation is now being restored along the two main 
streams (Wainui and the Whareroa), and over 17Ha of wetland area 
(although largely constructed) is fenced. A broad range of habitats 
and restoration projects support increasing populations of exotic 
and indigenous birds, including the rare kakariki (Paekakariki’s 
namesake). Higher freshwater values in the Wainui stream support 
populations of long fin eel and giant kokopu. 
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   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Identifiable patterns of landform, landcover and land use are 
most evident along the foreshore, where the dunes are largely 
unmodified and patches of regenerating mahoe dominated bush 
occur. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

It is a memorable landscape due to the undulating sequence of 
the dune landforms, the patterns of hydrology and the sequence 
of views this area affords of Kapiti Island, the wider coastal 
environment (including the south island) and the landmark razor 
back ridge of Transmission Gully and Wainui in the Akatarawas. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Picturesque qualities of this landscape are associated with the 
undulating topography, pastoral land use and the sequence of 
views experienced that vary in terms of open-ness and enclosure 
and feature known landmarks. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The area has a moderate degree of natural character as a result 
of the dune landform, unmodified sections of the waterways and 
wetland, the dominance of coastal processes and the relative 
absence of buildings (in contrast with the surrounding urban areas). 
The beach areas adjacent to the park provide more of a wilderness 
experience. 

    Expressiveness  / 
legibility 
(h) 

The landscape is expressive of coastal processes and lowland 
hydrological patterns and forms a distinct landmark near the 
southern extent of the District. 

    Transient values 
(mh) 

Transient bird and fish populations feature, with other seasonal 
patterns related to coastal processes, as well as the incidence of 
salt laden winds. 
 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

MacKay’s wetland is zoned as a conservation area and QE Park as 
an open space zone. Other features that are recognised in the 
District Plan are: ecological heritage sites including the coastal 
foredunes and MacKay’s Crossing Wetland (regional significance) 
and kahikatea and manuka wetland (district significance) with 
wetland and foredune areas also recognised by Department of 
Conservation as RAP sites; heritage buildings linked to the 
formation of the park and the US Marine Corps encampment; and a 
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waahi tapu site - the Aperahama Mutu-Mira Whanau Cemetery. 
Other burial sites, middens and oven sites within the foredunes are 
recognised by the New Zealand Archaeological Association. There 
are also known pa sites at Wainui and Whareroa Streams. The park 
is highly valued as a recreational resource with the dune lands 
providing a popular holiday camp, an extensive network of picnic 
areas, cycle, pedestrian and horse riding tracks and whitebaiting 
areas. In addition, a range of beach activities extend from the 
settlements of Paekakariki and Raumati South along the foreshore. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

The area is associated with a significant sequence of archaeological 
sites within the foredunes, including waahi tapu and known pa 
sites. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The area is a place of early settlement by Maori and Europeans 
and associated with whaling stations on the mainland 
complementing those on Kapiti Island and farming practices as part 
of the ‘Wareroa’ Block. Known site of early transportation routes;   
the Old Coach Road along the beach and MacKay’s (rail) 
crossing established in the early 1900s. Formation of the park 
linked with land acquired for the US Marine Corps encampment 
in the 1940’s where over 

15,000 men were housed in temporary dwellings (and an area 
above MacKay’s Crossing to the east of SH1). The Park was 
founded in 1953 to commemorate the Queen’s visit and quickly 
became a popular weekend and holiday destination for generations 
of locals and other visitors. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Coastal erosion, water catchment management/fresh water values, 
visitor numbers/activities and effects on indigenous flora and fauna 
and dune landforms, pest populations. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 10 

Akatarawa Corridor 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Eastern range of the NZ Topo Physical Representativeness The ranges are expressive of uplift and the slip-strike Ohariu and 
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Akatarawas that extends 
along the Maunganui-
Papakirae ridge including 
parts of the Akatarawa 
Forest Park and the 
Maungakotuktuku and 
Paraparaumu Reserve. 

Map BP32 (h) Akatarawa faults.  Landforms are comprised of uplifted Torlesse 
supergroup greywacke, with Maunganui Peak above 700m. 
Significant areas of indigenous vegetation have been retained in 
this landscape including primary forest with kamahi and tararua 
ecodomains represented. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

Landforms are expressive of tectonic uplift as well as alluvial 
and colluvial processes. The ranges support significant areas of 
podocarp/tawa and podocarp/kamahi forest with remnants of loess 
influenced lowland tawa-nikau forest. These areas provide habitat 
for a diverse range of indigenous bird and insect species that are 
enhanced by pest control programmes. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

The area provides habitat for kaka and kakariki and invertebrates 
that are rare on the mainland. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

Forms part of an important lower foothill corridor that extends from 
the Hutt Valley District through to the Kapiti Coast lowlands, with 
highly varied habitats for indigenous flora and fauna. Forms the 
headwaters of most streams in the southern part of the District and 
is and important part of the Waikanae River catchment. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

The corridor is aligned with a distinct north east tending ridgeline, 
with a sequence of identifiable peaks and spurs. Landforms are 
predominately unmodified, with vegetation patterns clearly 
expressive of varying soil conditions and altitude. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

A memorable landscape due to the extent of the indigenous 
vegetation cover and its association the Maunganui-Papakirae 
ridge and as a back drop to the Maungakotukutuku Valley. 

    Aesthetic paradigm  
(mh) 

Picturesque qualities associated with views afforded from public 
roads and areas of settlement; as the mid and foreground element 
enclosing valley systems and providing opportunities for a more 
accessible ‘wilderness’ experience than in the main Tararua 
ranges. 

    Naturalness Associated  with  a  moderate-high  degree  of  natural  character, 
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(mh) as patterns of landform and hydrology, largely unmodified   and 
landcover  including  remnant  primary  forest  and  enhanced  by 
active restoration programmes. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The ranges are very expressive of tectonic uplift and alluvial 
processes and distinct altitudinal ecodomains.  Peaks along the 
ridgeline comprise well known landmarks and edge to the southern 
end of the District. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Associated with the ranging patterns of indigenous fauna, with 
forest birds more evident in lowland areas during the colder 
months. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The Akatarawa connects part of the Regional Council’s Akatarawa 
Forest Park and Department  of Conservation's 
Maungakotukutuku and Paraparaumu scenic reserve zoned as 
conservation land and these hills are known locally as the 
‘Maungatooks’. Other features identified in the District Plan 
include: heritage ecosites that extend along the corridor and form 
part of the 42,000 ha the Tararua range wilderness area. Part 
of the southern water catchment area. Combined with the main 
Tararua ranges, the corridor has a significant role in conserving 
the indigenous biodiversity of the lower North Island and a crucial 
role in conserving water quality and supply, while minimising flood 
risk to the surrounding lowland areas. The Akatarawa Forest Park 
is a significant tourism and recreation resource providing hunting 
areas as well as 4WD, horseriding walking and cycling tracks; part 
of the internationally renowned Karapoti Classic. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

Area valued historically for forest resources and accessible along 
the Maungakotukutuku Stream. Maori names for most of the peaks 
and waterways indicate long held associations with significance to 
particular iwi and hapu. 

    Historical 
associations 

Maungakotuktuku Road associated with native timber milling and 
early productive farming activities in the District with older farm 
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(mh) buildings retained near the entrance to the Akatarawa Forest Park. 
Area also known for deer farming during the 1970s. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Vegetation clearance:  earthworks including tracks, [residential] 
development on non conservation land; building typologies, 
location, height, density, pest populations, infrastructure 
development/upgrade 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 11 

Paekakariki 
Escarpment 
Outstanding Natural 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The steep coastal 
escarpment, elevated 
dunes and rocky 
foreshore south of 
Paekakariki settlement. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The escarpment and rocky shoreline with elevated dunes are 
expressive of tectonic uplift and coastal and colluvial/alluvial 
processes. The vegetation patterns are representative of exposed 
coastal forest, an important characteristic of the District and 
widespread historically. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The escarpment, rocky foreshore and dune landforms represent 
geological and ecological features of local and regional 
significance. It is prominently located with public viewpoints along 
the Centennial Highway and access via Paekakariki Hill Road and 
the railway escarpment track. 

 
    Rarity 

(h) 
The narrow extent of the coastal plain and the rocky foreshore are a 
unique feature of this part of the District reflecting current patterns 
of coastal erosion. Coastal indigenous vegetation is recognised as 
an under-represented habitat nationally. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

Kohekohe coastal forest degraded and exposed; provides minor 
habitat for indigenous fauna. The coastal areas support rocky 
shore shellfish species and shallow water fisheries. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

The patterns of landcover and land use strongly reflect underlying 
landforms and proximity to the coast, including the alignment the 
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main transportation routes directly along the base of the 
escarpment. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

Scenic qualities are associated with the steep escarpment, the 
exposed coastline and the expansive views this area affords of 
the coast through to Paraparaumu, Kapiti Island and the wider 
coastal environment. Views of this landscape often feature in 
promotional material and in holiday snap shots. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

Sublime  qualities  of  this  landscape  are  associated  with  the 
scale of the escarpment and its proximity to the coast and main 
transportation routes, the sense of wilderness along the coast and 
the ‘precariousness’ of the transportation routes. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

A high degree of natural character is associated with the prominent 
escarpment landform and the rocky foreshore. The dominance and 
dynamics of the coastal processes, the absence of buildings 
across much of this landscape and the unmodified foredunes 
(Paekakariki Domain-Ames St Park) all contribute to the sense of 
wilderness. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The site is expressive of both tectonic and coastal processes. The 
coastal escarpment forms an important landmark that defines the 
southern extent of the District. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values relate to the effects of diurnal and seasonal 
climatic conditions on coastal erosion processes and the 
incidence of strong salt laden winds, sea spray etc. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The Paekakariki domain/Ames Street Park and the area along the 
Paekakariki escarpment are zoned open space. Other features 
recognised in the District Plan are: the mahoe forest on the Ames 
Street dunes and the Kohekohe forest along the escarpment, both 
recognised as ecological heritage sites; and a heritage group of 
pohutakawa and cabbage trees opposite the ‘Fishermans Table 
restaurant’. Midden, pits and a defensible Pa site are recognised 
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by the New Zealand Archaeological Association along the upper 
slopes of the escarpment.  Popular recreational tracks located 
along the railway escarpment and in Ames Street Park with access 
to an uninhabited section of the beach; once a residential area with 
houses removed due to coastal erosion. Valued lookout points and 
memorial along the Centennial Highway and Paekakariki Hill Road. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

There are pit sites along the escarpment ridge which are associated 
with early patterns of settlement. Karaka along the base of the 
cliff also thought to have been planted by iwi pre Ngati Toa. Early 
transportation routes along the base and ridge of the escarpment 
through to Porirua Harbour and Pauatahanui inlet were used for 
defense, trade and to connect (Ngati Toa) hapu. 
 
 
Additional values recorded in the #ART confederation 
consultation documents: 
 
Name of a group of mussel rocks below Fisherman’s table, 
Paekakariki. An old cultivation ground east of the main highway 
of Paekakariki. The name of a place settled by the Ngati Toa hapu 
Ngati Haumia. A small fortified pa occupied by a section of the 
Manukorihi people of Ati Awa. Situated on the rocky slopes about a 
half a mile south of Fisherman’s Table, Paekakariki. Name of a steep 
hill at Paekakariki. Te Puka - Name of a place at Paekakariki on the 
southern side of the main highway about a half a mile north of the 
railway line. There is also a stream there by this name. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The escarpment is a southern gateway to the District. Important 
track, road and rail routes were constructed along the base and 
ridge of the escarpment at considerable cost and technical difficulty. 
Paekakariki Hill also forms the context for Te Rangihaeata’s escape 
from Battle Hill and the Hutt Valley campaign. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, earthworks, [ridgeline/skyline] 
development typologies, location, density etc., pest/weed 
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populations, coastal erosion, [infrastructure] development/upgrade. 
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Plan 
ID: 1 

Waitawa-
Waiorongomai Dune 
Lakes 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The sequence of lakes, 
wetlands and lagoons in 
the parabolic dunelands 
north of Otaki, including 
Lake Waitawa, 
Kopureherehere and 
Waiorongomai. 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

The area consists of a largely intact sequence of fore and inland 
parabolic dunes abutting marine sandstone. Hydrological patterns, 
although modified through extensive drainage channels, are 
extensive. These features facilitate intact links between the 
mountains and the sea and include lakes, lagoons (lakelets) and 
wetland areas that are part of a much broader sequence up to the 
Ohau River. The group are the largest lakes in the District. Lakes 
Waitawa and Kopureherehere are formed at the edge of the 
duneland, and expose marine sandstones. Indigenous vegetation 
remnants feature   a range of successional stages of swampland 
form rushland through to mature kahikatea swamp forest and tawa-
kohekohe (minus logged podocarps) that would have been 
characteristic of the oldest dune phases. Mature titoki and karaka 
may be representative of deliberate plantings by Maori as orchard 
specimens. The area also provides a home for fresh water fish, 
birds, and wetland plant species such as kapungawha, spotless 
crake and kereru. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

The site is expressive of dune formation (Foxton and Waitarere 
Motuiti series), marine deposition and alluvial processes. Diverse 
habitats are represented in varying water bodies and forest 
remnants representative of foreshore to inland dune sequences 
and sedimentary substrates. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 
 

These  are  the  most  extensive  network  of  lakes  in  the  District 
with wetland habitats that are under represented nationally. Coastal 
forests have been largely cleared throughout the District in other 
areas, and the tawa forest remnants in this landscape are 
uncommon in the Foxton ecological district. In contrast to other 
more populated areas, the dune landforms are largely intact. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 

Although modified and degraded, the hydrological patterns and 
bush remnants form important links between the mountains and the 
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(mh) sea. Dune lake, swamp forest and dry forest are represented on 
site. The area provides habitat for forest birds in winter months, as 
well as freshwater fish species. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Extensive sequence of dunes and lakes with associated wetland 
areas that extend well beyond the Kapiti Coast District. Landforms 
largely unmodified with remnant vegetation reinforcing diversity of 
habitat and hydrological patterns. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

Associated with the sequence of lakes, the undulating topography, 
mature titoki and karaka trees (associated with Maori occupation), 
tawa-kohekohe forest uncommon in duneland and visual/ 
perceptual links to the coast. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

The site has picturesque qualities with views confined by dune 
landforms that feature lakes and pockets of bush. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

Associated with a moderate degree of natural character. The 
natural patterns of landform, landcover and hydrology are clearly 
identifiable, although modified and degraded. Existing pattern of 
public roads and lower density settlement increase the sense of 
wilderness, with foreshore areas some of the most remote in the 
District. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The lake sequence is expressive of tectonic uplift and down 
thrusting, marine sedimentary and dune land formation processes 
with resultant hydrological patterns. The lakes form an important 
landmark and a unique edge/northern boundary to the District. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

The lakes are associated with migratory patterns of bird and fish 
species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

Features   that   are   recognised   in   the   District   Plan   include: 
heritage   ecosites   such   as   Pylon   Swamp,   Simcox   Swamp, 
Lake Kopureherehere, Lake Waitawa, Waimanguru Lagoon, 
Ropopotakatataka Lake, Ngatotora Lagoon and Lake Waiorongomai 
-recognised as nationally under-represented habitats (adversely 
affected by grazing), as well as important habitat for threatened 
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bird and plant species.  Ngatotora Lagoon, Lake Huritini  and Lake 
Waiorongomai are protected by QE II covenant and as Doc RAP 
sites. The majority of wetland, lake and foreshore areas are 
recognised by Department of Conservation as threatened 
environments. Island pa site, at Waitawa, is recognised by NZ 
Archaeological Association. Forest Lakes Camp and Conference 
centre was established in the 1970s, and is regularly used by 
church and school groups, for water based outdoor education and 
as an alternative site for national water ski event site (usually held 
at Lake Inspiration). It is also used by the local community for waka 
ama training, day walks and as a picnic site. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

The island pa site at Waitawa Lake and temporary food gathering 
sites, with shell middens located in the fore dunes. The network 
of lakes, lagoons and wetland areas, with Maori names, indicate 
established associations. Established karaka groves suggest 
deliberate cultivation as an ‘orchard’ species. 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

The area was once an important flax milling area (several mill sites 
are located on the Waikawa Stream). It was also a site of early 
European settlement and productive land use (Simcox Swamp). 
Forest Lakes has also been used as a school camp site over 
several generations. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, earthworks (sensitive landforms), 
water catchment management, changes to hydrology patterns, 
stock management, [residential] development typologies, location, 
height, scale etc; dune and lake areas, pest populations. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 2 

Northern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Beach and public 
foredune areas north of 
Waikanae Beach 

NZ Topo 
Map BN32 
& BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

Beach and foredune areas are expressive of the coastal processes 
influencing the northern coastline of the District, beyond the 
sheltering effects of Kapiti Island. Landforms are also modified by 
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Northern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

settlement including, the 
Pharazyn Reserve the 
Mangaone Stream mouth 
(the Waiorongomai 
Dunes, Waitohu Stream 
Mouth, Otaki River Mouth 
and Kowhai Stream 
Mouth/Te Hapua Dunes 
have been assessed 
separately) 

alluvial processes, particularly from the Ohau River (outside the 
District) and the Otaki River. Foredunes and beach areas of the 
Northern Beaches are typically less modified than in the Southern 
Beach areas and feature an advancing shoreline. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

Related to coastal and alluvial processes and colonising indigenous 
flora and coastal bird and fish species. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

Processes contrast markedly with those of the Southern Beaches 
and are largely unaffected by erosion control measures as they 
feature an advancing shoreline. Foredunes feature greater areas of 
colonising indigenous plants than in the Southern Beaches due to 
lack of modification and reduced vehicle/public access. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

The beaches have areas of colonising indigenous plant species, 
such as spinifex and pohuehue on the foredunes, although these 
are threatened by exotic weed species and vehicle/pedestrian 
access near road ends, stream mouths and areas of settlement. 
Beach areas support important wildlife habitat, with minimal vehicle 
traffic disturbance (particularly north of the Waitohu Stream), that 
includes feeding and roosting sites for sea and wading bird species 
and shell fish beds such as tua tua. Minor fish spawning habitat at 
the Mangaone Stream Mouth is affected by runoff. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

The northern beaches extend over approximately 20km in a gentle 
arc, from the edge of Waikanae Beach through to the District’s 
northern boundary; as can be seen on a clear day. Patterns of 
landform on the beach areas are clearly expressive of coastal 
processes, with marked variations relating to the effects of river 
and stream mouths. Similarly, patterns of landform in the foredunes 
mark the diminishing effects of Kapiti Island on coastal processes 
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Plan 
ID: 2 

Northern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

and the localised effects of river and stream outflow. Vegetation 
patterns are fairly consistent mix of colonising exotic and 
indigenous species. A relatively uniform backdrop of pastoral 
landuse and clustered settlement, also contributes to the sense of 
order and pattern. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

A highly memorable landscape due to the scale of the uninterrupted 
beach, the dynamic qualities of the coastal environment and the 
views the area affords of important landmarks such as Kapiti Island 
and the inland ranges. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The picturesque qualities relate to sequence of views afforded 
through this landscape that are framed by the foredunes and 
vary as a result of the effects of changing weather conditions and 
aspect. For example, the views of Kapiti from the Pharazyn Reserve 
are at relatively close range and of the eastern coast of the Island 
where as at Waitohu Stream mouth the views are of the northern 
cliffs of the Island viewed at a distance. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

The beach areas in this landscape can be associated with a high 
or moderate to high degree of natural character where land 
formation are largely unmodified and vehicle disturbance is 
minimal. Foredune areas can be associated with a moderate and 
moderate to high degree of natural character values, depending on 
the extent of vehicle access, dominance of exotic weed species and 
the extent of adjacent development and whether or not this can be 
viewed from the landscape. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

This landscape is expressive of coastal processes, a distinct edge 
and navigable path, along the edge of the District and an obvious 
source of the inland dunes. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient characteristics are an important part of this landscape, 
and relate to daily/seasonal weather conditions and seasonal 
patterns of exotic and indigenous fauna. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

Foredunes areas are recognised as part of the district Open Space 
Zone, along much of the Northern Beach landscape that is south of 
the Otaki River Mouth. Bylaws provide for vehicle and horse riding 
access along the beach, excluding the Mangaone Stream Mouth. 
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ID: 2 

Northern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

The Mangaone Stream mouth is a valued whitebait fishery. Use 
of the foredunes is associated with a range of beach activities, 
including swimming, walking, fishing, shell fish gathering and 
seasonal events. Otaki Beach surf club activities span more than 
50 years, and are celebrated nationally. Esplanade area around 
the club is also valued for public amenities; boat ramp, changing 
rooms etc. Peka Peka, Te Horo and Otaki beach and fore dune 
areas are valued as popular holiday locations over summer. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

Associated with coastal pa sites and important food gathering areas 
and transportation routes. These are supported by midden and 
oven archaeological records beyond the foredunes (particularly at 
Ngarara and Te Hapua). 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The Northern Beaches formed part of the Old Coach Road, that 
extended  through  the  district  prior  to  the  construction of  the 
inland  transportation  routes.  Historical associations are also 
linked with the traditions of both local resident and visitor beach 
activities, which include valued whitebaiting and fishing spots and 
holiday season events, including surf life saving competitions and 
holiday park events. 

  Potential 
threats 

  Pest/weed populations, water catchment management/fresh water 
values, indigenous vegetation removal, earthworks, 
vehicle/pedestrian access levels/alignment, coastal hazard 
management strategies, [residential] edge development typologies, 
location, height etc. including effects on existing rural backdrop. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 3 

W aitohu Stream Mouth 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Waitohu Stream mouth 
and adjacent dunes north 
of Otaki Beach settlement 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

The landscape is composed of relatively unmodified coastal dunes 
with an older series preserved and supports colonising indigenous 
flora (threatened by exotic weeds). Hydrological patterns at the 
stream mouth are largely unmodified, with topographic features 
dominated by natural processes including minor estuarine areas, 
ephemeral salt lagoons and a ranging outlet. 
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Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

A distinct dune formation sequence is represented, from advancing 
foredune, through to more consolidated inland dunes that support a 
progression of habitats. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

The dune sequence is largely unmodified and has limited vehicle 
access, contrasting markedly with significant development along 
much of the District’s coast. This landscape supports one of the few 
estuarine habitats in the District and a rare sand daphne species is 
present. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Younger dunes support colonising species such as spinifex, 
clubrush and convolvulus, with dry dune shrub species on the older 
dunes to the north of the stream such as pohuehue, toetoe, 
coprosma and tuapata, enhanced by community groups. Provides 
feeding and roosting area for seabirds and waders such as spur-
winged plover and banded dotterel. Although fresh water values 
are degrated by runoff and adjacent landuse, the stream provides 
habitat for uncommon lowland fish species, that range between 
fresh and saltwater including eel, common smelt and bully; 
Gobiomorphus sp. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

The stream mouth is part of the sequence of waterways that mark 
the coast throughout the District. The northern dunes part of the 
Waiorongomai sequence, that extends through to the northern 
boundary and are expressive of distinct dune formation sequence, 
with indigenous vegetation patterns responding to varying 
exposure to coastal conditions and soil formation. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

The landscape is memorable due to the presence of water, fauna, 
coastal influences and expansive views that include the landmark 
features of Kapiti Island and prominent peaks of the Tararua ranges. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The picturesque qualities relate to the sequence of confined views, 
including pockets of ‘wilderness’ within the dunes and the more 
expansive scenes along the coast and out to the northern coast of 
Kapiti Island. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

A moderate to high degree of natural character is associated with 
the relatively unmodified landforms and hydrological patterns, 
regenerating dune vegetation and fauna. Perceptions of natural 
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Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

character  are  enhanced  by  the  areas  location; rural  backdrop, 
contrast with adjacent  areas  of  settlement and limited public/ 
vehicular access. 

    Expressiveness/legibi
lity 
(h) 

The are is expressive of alluvial and coastal processes, and forms 
a distinct landmark along the District’s northern beaches and 
gateway to the more remote areas of the coast, that extend from 
Otaki Beach through to Waikawa Beach. 

    Transient values 
(mh) 

Transient characteristics area an important part of this landscape, 
and are reflected by the alluvial processes, flood events and the 
seasonal habitat range of sea birds, waders and fish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

The southern banks of the stream are predominately zoned Open 
Space with links to the Otaki Beach esplanade areas. Other features 
recognised in the District Plan include the 33 ha Waitohu River 
Mouth ecosite that is of regional significance and is supported by 
Greater Wellington’s Waitohu Stream Care Community Group. 
Tracks off the end of Moana Road and the Marine Parade provide 
access to the more remote northern beaches.  The area is a valued 
whitebait fishery and part of the Otaki River flood plain 
management plan. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(m) 

Pa sites in the vicinity would have used the area as a food gathering 
site, and there are continued links to the whitebait fishery. 

    Historical 
associations 
(lm) 

The stream was a transportation node along the Old Coach Road 
that ran along the beach, with the inland connection to the ferry 
across the Otaki River terminating at the Waitohu Stream mouth. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Water catchment management/fresh water values, indigenous 
vegetation removal, flood hazard and management effects on 
indigenous vegetation and natural alluvial processes/hydrological 
patterns, [residential] edge development typologies, location, 
density height etc. including effects on existing rural backdrop. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 4 

Pukehou  
Significant Amenity 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Prominent outlier of the 
Tararuas on the northern 
edge of the District. 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(lm) 

A distinct outlier of the Tararua Ranges cut off by the Waiauti Stream 
on the edge of the Nikau belt ecodomain. Typical escarpment 
profile with steeper westerly face, marked ridgeline and gentler 
incline to the east (outside of the District). 
 

    Research and 
education 
(lm) 

Colluvial processes acting on westerly slopes, alluvial processes 
acting on easterly slopes forming narrow valleys. 

    Rarity 
(lm) 

A  distinct  outlier  (in  a  sequence  continued  to  the  north  in 
Horowhenua; Poroporo and Otarere). 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(lm) 

The headwaters of the Waiauti Stream. The landcover is primarily 
exotic pasture/plantation forestry. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Pukehou is part of a sequence of escarpments, that define the 
District (Paekakariki, Mataihuka, Otaihanga, Matenga). Existing 
landcover of exotic forestry emphasises the ridgeline and uniform 
westerly face of the landform. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

It is a memorable feature due to its prominence alongside SH1 and 
the public rest-stop known as the ‘Hill of Dedication’, and the well 
known Muaupoko legend of Ihaia. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Picturesque qualities are afforded where this landform features in 
the mid ground of expansive views towards the Tararua Ranges 
from lookout points around Otaki (e.g. Pukekaraka) and along SH1 
in the northern half of the District. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

A low to moderate degree of natural character is associated with 
the distinct landform. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The landform is expressive of tectonic uplift and resultant 
hydrological patterns. It forms a distinct landmark at the northern 
edge of the District. 

    Transient values 
(l) 

Associated with forest management and harvesting. 

   Associative Shared or recognised Features that are recognised in the District Plan: Pukehou bush 
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Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

values 
(mh) 

ecosite is recognised as a Department of Conservation threatened 
environment. The ‘Hill of Dedication’ is also marked by a public rest 
stop along SH1. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

The hill is known as “Ihaia’s Leap” or, as the name suggests “The 
Hill of Dedication”. It was so named by Te Harakeke in honour of his 
son who made his legendary leap off Pukehou to avoid capture by 
Ngati Raukawa. 
 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

An important landmark and the subject of a well known legend. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Earthworks,  harvest/forestry  management,  ridgeline  [residential]  
development  typologies,  location, height, density etc. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 5 

Rangiatea and 
Pukekaraka 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The sequence of historic 
buildings, marae and 
memorials set the inland 
dunes of Te Rauparaha 
and Convent Road. 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(lm) 

The landforms are expressive of the older inland dune sequence. 

    Research and 
education 
(lm) 

These features form part of a wider sequence of dune landforms. 

    Rarity  
(lm) 

The dune landforms are largely unmodified and within an urban 
context. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(lm) 

The ecosystem functionality is degraded; the hydrological patterns 
are highly modified and indigenous vegetation patterns are limited 
to minor restoration of wetland areas adjacent to the Rangiatea 
site. Tributary of the Waitohu stream piped under the Pukekaraka 
site. 
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Rangiatea and 
Pukekaraka 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

The configuration of the built elements is responsive to underlying 
landform. The main buildings are clustered at the base of the dune 
and the topography is reinforced by a sequence of commemorative 
features and paths aligned with natural contours. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

The landscapes are highly memorable, due to the sequence   of 
historic buildings, marae, schools, cemetery, memorial and mature 
exotic trees associated with each site. The way that the features 
are configured around the dune landforms and the visual links that 
exist between the two sites also contribute to its memorability. The 
street names (Te Rauparaha, Convent) reinforce the areas cultural 
significance. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Rangiatea and Pukekaraka have strong picturesque qualities with 
views featuring distinct planes of foreground, middle ground and 
background. A sequence of views is established from the street 
edge through to the lookout points on each site. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The area has low to moderate degree of natural character, associated 
with the unmodified dune landforms, lawn areas, mature exotic 
trees, location on the edge of urban areas and rural outlook. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The area is expressive of dune formation processes. It is an 
important cultural heritage node, or focal point within the District, 
with high points on each site providing expansive views out to the 
coast and the northern end of Kapiti Island and across the plains 
to the ranges and a sequence of peaks, including Mitre and Mt 
Crawford. 

    Transient values 
(l) 

The area has limited transient values. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The features recognised in the District Plan include heritage 
buildings at: Pukekaraka (St Marys Church and Presbytary) also 
recognised by the Historic Places Trust (Category I) and the oldest 
catholic church still in use in NZ; Rangiatea, the site of the iconic 
Anglican church (destroyed by fire in 1995 with a replica opened 
in 2002); the Maori school or kura kaupapa; and the memorial 
to  the arrival of  Christianity and  Te Rauparaha, with the latter 
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Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

recognised by the Historic Places Trust (Category I). Mature exotic 
trees are a feature of both sites with Norfolk Island Pine (1) at 
Rangiatea site recognised as a significant tree in the District Plan. 
The stations of the cross at Pukekaraka have significance within 
the catholic church. The cemetery at Rangiatea and Tainui Marae 
commemorate generations of influential Kapiti Coast residents. 
The Church-school-cemetery-memorial complexes established and 
continued at each site are illustrative of a deliberately designed 
landscape with heritage and spiritual significance. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

The area is associated with Maori led initiatives to introduce 
Christianity into the District and involvement in the construction of 
the churches in the area. Kainga established around Pukekaraka is 
now the site of the Tainui marae and urupa. The meeting house at 
Pukekaraka and the Rangiatea Church include elements of Maori 
architecture; central pillars, painted rafters, carved elements and 
large tukutuku panels with the latter initiated by Te Rauparaha 
(the infamous Ngati Toa chief). The area is a site of early English 
education for Maori, with mission schools set up and continued 
through the establishment of St Mary’s Primary school and the kura 
kaupapa and wananga near Rangiatea. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

Representative of the early and continued influence of Christianity 
and education in the District. Reflective of the early partnerships 
and ‘combined work’ of Maori and early missionaries. 

   Potential 
threats 

 [Residential] development typologies, location, height, density etc; 
including threats to the existing rural outlook; maintenance 
costs/expertise associated with the restoration of heritage 
structures, memorial, cemetery, exotic trees and grounds. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 6 

Lower Otaki River 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The mid to lower reaches 
of the Otaki River, from 

NZ Topo 
Map BN 32 

Physical Representativeness The Otaki river is the most prominent river system in the District 
and part of a distinct sequence of waterways that originate in the 
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the ‘Big Bend’ to the river 
mouth. 

+ BN33 (lm) Tararua and Akatarawa ranges and thread through the coastal 
plains out to the sea. Landforms are typical of a broad and fast river 
system with defined river terraces, shifting gravel banks and 
wetland areas, although the flow is now controlled within a 
preferred alignment to reduce flood hazard. Indigenous riparian 
vegetation and totara forest, located mainly to the east of SH1, 
although for the most part regenerating, is reflective of historic 
patterns across the alluvial plains. 

    Research and 
education 
(lm) 

The flood plain management plan methods such as, gravel 
extraction, preferred channel alignment and flood control structures, 
are balanced with initiatives to preserve and enhance ecological, 
recreational and heritage values. 

    Rarity 
(lm) 

Riparian habitats are under represented nationally and are 
recognised by Department of Conservation as a threatened 
environment. The steep, fast flow of the Otaki contrasts with the 
gentler flow rates of most other waterways in the District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(lm) 

Although significantly degraded by majority loss of indigenous 
vegetation, this section of the Otaki River forms part of the habitat 
corridor between the mountains and sea. Patterns of indigenous 
flora are very limited and naturalising exotic species, such as willow, 
predominate west of SH1. Totara - mahoe forest along river banks 
are part of a regenerating forest that extends across the plains to 
Te Waka Road. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Although modified by flood plain management the river corridor still 
expresses the patterns of a braided river system. There is an 
identifiable pattern of erosion and deposition, as well as links to the 
wider alluvial flood plain that are reinforced by vegetation patterns 
and adjacent land use (including stop banks). 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

A memorable landscape, due to the scale of the river system and 
its dynamic qualities (including flood events). The iconic status 
of the river system is reiterated through sharing a name with the 
adjacent settlement. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

The picturesque qualities relate to the sequence of confined views 
along the river bank, including pockets of ‘wilderness’ and framed 
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views of the foothills and named peaks, such as Waitatapia. 
    Naturalness 

(mh) 

The river corridor has a moderate degree of natural character. 
Natural patterns of the landform and hydrology are clearly 
identifiable, although they are modified by flood control measures 
and degraded by adjacent landuse. Perceptions of natural 
character are enhanced east of SH1, where more prominent river 
banks confine views and indigenous vegetation is more prevalent. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

Expressive of alluvial processes, distinct edge and navigable path 
through the District, obvious source of the wider plains. 

    Transient values 
(l) 

Transient characteristics area an important part of this landscape, 
and are reflected by the alluvial processes, flood events and the 
seasonal habitat range utilised by forest birds and fresh water fish 
species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The predominant area is zoned as river corridor, with priority 
alignment, gravel extraction areas and stop banks used to protect 
surrounding areas from flood hazards. Other features that are 
recognised in the District Plan include the 8 ha heritage ecosite 
‘Otaki River Bush’ totara forest remnant, which is of regional 
significance and is also recognised by Department of Conservation 
as a RAP site, while being partially protected by QEII covenant. 
Much of the river bed and lower river terraces are recognised by 
Department of Conservation as threatened indigenous 
environments. The ecological values of the area are recognised and 
enhanced by the local community group, the Friends of the Otaki 
River and by ongoing riparian restoration projects. The river is an 
important tourism and recreation resource for swimming, trout 
fishing and rafting. Access is gained via CWB tracks from the river 
mouth through to Chrystalls Bend on the northern bank, and via 
SH1 on the southern bank. The Otaki catchment provides potable 
bore and ground water for Otaki, Te Horo and Hautere residents 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

Historic pa sites were located along the lower portions of the 
Otaki River, including Waopukatea and Wairarapa (Muaupoko, 
Ngati Toa and Raukawa) with the river valued as an important food 
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source and a transport route; to the inland forest resources and 
as a gateway to routes that crossed the Tararuas. The river is also 
valued as a defining awa; important in terms of whakapapa and 
hapu boundaries. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The site is prone to flood events that feature in historic accounts 
of the area. The river and tracks along it formed an important 
transportation route for both Maori and early Europeans. Linked 
with accounts of early exploration, timber milling in the foothills, 
tramping club activities, early irrigation schemes across the 
Hautere Plains and productive land use; a continuing feature of the 
alluvial plains and important economic activity. 

   Potential 
threats 

 [Residential] development typologies, location, height, density etc; 
including threats to the existing rural outlook; maintenance 
costs/expertise associated with the restoration of heritage 
structures, memorial, cemetery, exotic trees and grounds. 

 
 

District 
Plan 
ID: 7 

Hautere Totara Grove 
Significant Amenity 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The Totara grove on the 
Otaki Gorge Road 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(l) 

Planted grove but reflective of the once extensive podocarp forest 
that extended from the Otaki River across the Hautere Plains. 

    Research and 
education 

Not applicable 

    Rarity Not applicable-designed feature. 
    Ecosystem 

functioning 
Not applicable/minor invertebrate habitat. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Distinct avenue of trees along 1km+ of Otaki Gorge Road. Although 
planted, reflective of the extensive Totara forest that existed 
historically over the wider Hautere area. Stone wall relics under 
the grove the result of efforts during the depression to clear fields 
for productive land use and emphasises alluvial geomorphology of 
the area. 
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    Memorability 
(mh) 

The grove is a unique, purposefully designed avenue of native trees 
along an important connecting road and the main route into the 
Tararua Forest park. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

The avenue possesses strong picturesque qualities, as an 
enclosed stand that frames views along the highway. 
 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

Associated with a low-moderate degree of natural character due to 
the maturity of the trees and use of totara, a species typical of the 
area. Under planting has been facilitated by Council/community 
groups including species not found naturally in this area. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The grove is expressive or reflective of wider vegetation patterns 
across the plains. It is a landmark feature along Otaki Gorge Road 
that establishes a strong west to east viewshaft. 

    Transient values 
(l) 

Transient values are insignificant/not applicable to this feature. 

    Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

Features that are recognised on the District Plan maps include: 
heritage ecosite totara reserve of district significance. It is 
recognised as a valued feature of local identity and a tourist 
attraction for visitors to the upper Otaki River and Tararua Forest 
Park. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(l) 
 

Not applicable to this feature. 

    Historical 
associations 
(lm) 

Grove planted in 1938 and linked with depression efforts to clear 
the alluvial soils of large stones for productive landuse. 

   Potential 
threats 

 [Residential] development typologies, location density etc. 
including effects on the groves rural context, tree management. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 8 

Otaki Gorge Foothills, 
Lower Reaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The foothills of the 
Tararuas and elevated 
river terraces, directly 
adjacent to the lower 
reaches of the Otaki 
Gorge and under mixed 
landuse. 

NZ Topo 
Map BN33 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

The foothills are comprised of Torlesse supergroup greywacke with 
alluvial and colluvial deposits and feature the oldest geological 
elements in the District. Marine sediments (in the Kaitawa/ Parenga 
Road area) are also represented along the edges of the coastal 
plain, have been uplifted and the dissected to form distinct terraces, 
with steep sided ravines overlaid by loess. Areas of regenerating 
indigenous vegetation are predominately located on the northern 
side of the river, on terrace escarpments and in the ravines. 
Species are typical of the kamahi ecodomain, such as kamahi and 
rewa rewa, with clusters of nikau in frost free areas. Forestry 
plantations on the southern side of the river are some of the largest 
in the District. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

The foothills are expressive of tectonic uplift, with examples of large 
scale slip and slump erosion. Alluvial processes have established 
narrow elevated terraces, such as at Shields Flat and colluvial fans 
are also evident. The marine deposits, terraces and ravines are the 
most clearly expressed in the District. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

Expression of marine geomorphology is unique in the District and is 
part of a substantive sequence (continuing along Rahui Rd) of 
uplifted terraces and ravines, with escarpment vegetation. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Although significantly degraded by the loss of the majority of 
indigenous vegetation, regenerating areas form part of the habitat 
corridor between the mountains and sea and seasonal food 
sources for forest bird species. Tributaries in the foothills such 
as the Pukehinau Stream provide minor habitat for fish species 
particularly during high flow/flood events. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Identifiable patterns of landforms, have clearly defined/constrained 
landuse; with public roads and residential development confined to 
the terrace and gentler sloped areas, in close proximity to the 
gorge, while steeper slopes are dominated by exotic forestry and 
retired pasture. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

The landscape is highly memorable, due to the way in which it 
frames and forms the immediate context for the Otaki River Gorge 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 8 

Otaki Gorge Foothills, 
Lower Reaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

and the broad patterns of landuse. 
    Aesthetic paradigm 

(mh) 

Strong picturesque qualities relate to the sequence of confined 
views along public roads. These feature rural-residential properties 
with  pastoral  land,  amenity  plantings  and  regenerating  areas, 
along with pockets of ‘wilderness’ and framed views of named 
peaks, such as Waitatapia. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The foothills have a moderate-high degree of natural character. 
Natural patterns of the landform and hydrology are clearly 
identifiable, patterns of settlement are sparse, with buildings 
often obscured from public roads (and largely absent along the 
northern side of the river beyond Waitohanga Road) and areas of 
regenerating indigenous vegetation are significant. Views into the 
gorge and of the Tararua ranges enhance perceptions of natural 
character. Exotic forestry plantations can be associated with 
perceptions of ‘cultured nature’ 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The area is expressive of tectonic, marine and alluvial processes, 
and part of a clearly navigable path into the ranges. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Transient values are associated with flood events and the seasonal 
habitat range utilised by forest birds and fresh water fish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
(mh) 

The predominant area is zoned rural land and where there are 
loess deposits, mainly off Kaitawa Road, the fertile soils continue 
to support a range of productive landuses, within rural residential 
properties. Pastoral landuse is also a continuing feature on some of 
the narrow alluvial terraces at the base of the foothills, such as at 
Shields Flat. However, rural residential development has become 
the predominant landuse, where slope and access permit; mainly 
on the alluvial and marine terraces and the accessible north facing 
slopes along the foothills. This reflects values associated with both 
the physical attributes and aesthetic qualities of this landscape, 
along with its proximity to larger urban centres. Whilst the thin 
and generally highly leached soils on the foothills would have also 
been farmed following a significant period of native timber milling in 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 8 

Otaki Gorge Foothills, 
Lower Reaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

the late 1800’s, those most accessible to public roads have been 
converted to forestry. The recently established Department of 
Conservation historic reserve at Shields Flat reiterates the milling 
and productive landuse values associated with this area. The 
foothills are also valued as part of the scenic drive and gateway to 
the Tararua Forest Park. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

Valued as an important inland food/resource gathering area and 
as part of the inland transportation route; to the inland forest 
resources and as a gateway to routes that crossed the Tararuas. 
The river is also valued as a defining awa; important in terms of 
whakapapa and hapu boundaries. 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

Tracks along the base of the foothills formed important 
transportation routes, for both Maori and early Europeans. These 
are linked with accounts of early exploration and timber milling in 
the foothills and tramping activities. Early milling and farming 
efforts along the terraces and foothills, with a small settlement at 
Shields Flat, are marked by remnants of old bridges, homestead, 
milling company and farming activities, including the stone walls 
built during the depression. 

   Potential 
threats 

 water catchment management/fresh water values, indigenous 
vegetation removal, earthworks including tracks, [residential] 
development typologies including density, location, height etc. 
including effects on landscape values of the Tararua Ranges and 
Otaki Gorge, pest/weed populations, infrastructure/roading 
upgrades, forestry management regimes. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 9 

Te Hapua Sea Cliff 
Significant Amenity 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Distinct sea cliff aligned 
with SH1 to the north of 
Hadfield Rd 

NZX Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

A prominent example of an inland sea cliff, marking post glacial 
sea level and expressive of tectonic uplift. Regenerating indigenous 
vegetation characteristic of nikau belt ecodomain and loess soils. 

    Research and A 2-5m high sea cliff cut in the last interglacial terrace. The cliff is 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 9 

Te Hapua Sea Cliff 
Significant Amenity 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

education 
(mh) 

a well defined landform with vegetation patterns affected by loess 
deposits from last glacial period. 
 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

A distinct landform that forms part of a sequence that characterise 
lowland areas of the District, for example, also along Te Waka Road. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Vegetation along the extent of this landform is part of a series of 
bush remnants along the plains that provide links between the 
Tararuas and the coast. It also provides a minor seasonal habitat 
for kereru. 

   Perpetual Coherence 
(mh) 

A distinct landform in a prominent location alongside SH1, that is 
emphasised by indigenous vegetation (kohekohe-tawa with notable 
pukatea) along its southern extent (Awatea Scarp) in contrast to 
surrounding exotic landcover. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

A distinct landform in contrast to surrounding topography that is 
emphasised by its proximity to SH1. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Aesthetic qualities linked to the rural character of the surrounding 
area; pastoral land use, exotic woodlots and shelter belts and lower 
density settlement on the edge of the urban areas of Waikanae. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The sea cliffs have a moderate degree of natural character. 
Landforms are largely unmodified and vegetation patterns along 
the southern end include semi-mature specimens. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The site is expressive of uplift and glacial and marine processes. It 
is a landmark and confining feature along SH1 that establishes 
strong north- south viewshafts. 
 

    Transient values 
(l) 

Transient values are insignificant/not applicable to this feature. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(l) 

Features recognised on the District Plan maps include: the sea cliff 
as a geological heritage site, also recognised by the NZ Geological 
Society to be of regional significance; heritage ecosites including 
the Awatea Scarp and induced wetland with lowland indigenous 
vegetation under-represented nationally. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 9 

Te Hapua Sea Cliff 
Significant Amenity 
Feature 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(l) 

Not applicable to this feature. 

    Historical 
associations 
(m) 

The  cliffs  are  a  landmark  and  a  confining  feature  along  early 
transportation routes-road and rail. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, infrastructure (roading) upgrade, 
earthworks, [residential] development typology, location etc 
including effects on rural setting 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 10 

Te Hapua Dunes   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The prominent dune 
landforms and interdunal 
wetlands off Te Hapua 
Road 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(h) 

The area is expressive of dune formation processes (Waitarere- 
Motuiti and the older consolidated Foxton dunes) and interdunal 
hydrological patterns including the sequence of wetlands and flora 
and fauna once characteristic of the wider dune landscapes. 

    Research and 
education 
(h) 

The landscape illustrates dune formation processes and hydrological 
patterns and lowland flora and fauna. 

    Rarity 
(h) 

The dunes are habitat for spotless crake and rare plant species 
including spike sedge. Wetland habitat is under-represented 
nationally. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(h) 

The network of wetland areas extend over a substantive area (50 
ha +) providing stepping stones for native fauna through the coastal 
environment. Foreshore dunes around the mouth of Kowhai Stream 
support an indigenous matrix including relicts of coastal shrubland 
with estuarine vegetation at the mouth. Fresh water values and 
vegetation patterns have been enhanced by fencing under QEII 
covenants. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

An identifiable sequence of lagoons, wetlands and indigenous 
vegetation patterns that thread through this landscape and 
establish links between the mountains and the sea. The area also 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 10 

Te Hapua Dunes   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

features a clear sequence of dune landforms, more prominent 
away from the coast, distinguishing clear habitats. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

The landscape is memorable due to the presence of water, wildlife, 
wetland vegetation, undulating topography and its proximity to the 
coast. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

The site possesses picturesque qualities associated with the rolling 
topography, pockets of indigenous vegetation and more intimate 
views. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

Associated with a moderate degree of natural character. Patterns 
of landform, landcover and hydrology, although modified and 
degraded, contrast strongly with adjacent urban areas. The 
landscape includes patches of indigenous vegetation, established 
productive land use and mature exotic trees. The current patterns 
of residential development are set back and enhance the wilderness 
qualities of the fore shore. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The landscape is expressive of dune formation processes and, 
although modified and degraded, resultant hydrological and 
indigenous vegetation patterns. Dune landforms are largely 
unmodified and are some of the most prominent in the District. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Transient values on site are associated with seasonal hydrological 
patterns and bird habitat ranges. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

Features recognised in the District Plan include: heritage ecosites 
of dune wetlands combined to over 50Ha that are of regional 
significance. The 2008 Landcare Research report ranks Te 
Hapua as of national significance for biodiversity. Wetlands are also 
recognised by Department of Conservation as a threatened 
environment and the central zone as a RAP site. Substantive areas 
are fenced and protected by QEII covenant that extend through to 
the coast. Fertile peat based soils within this landscape are also 
valued in terms of continued productive land use diversified by 
recent lifestyle subdivision. Valued as a place of settlement with 
recent rural-residential development benefiting wetland areas. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 10 

Te Hapua Dunes   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(mh) 

Historic  lagoons  along  the  coast  (kowhai  and  ngawhakngutu) 
were important mahinga kai and places of settlement for Maori 
(Carkeek) and waterways in this area linked to ‘legends’ of inland 
transportation routes. Land adjacent to Te Hapua Road was once 
owned by Te Rauparaha. 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

Site of early Maori and European settlement, farming by Maori 
(including the descendents of Te Rauparaha) and Pakeha (Derham). 

   Potential 
threats 

 Water catchment management/fresh water values, earthworks 
including effects on patterns of hydrology, [residential] development  
typologies, height, location, density etc. including  effects on 
existing rural outlook, pest/weed populations, indigenous 
vegetation removal. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 11 

Lower Waikanae River 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Mid to lower reaches of 
the Waikanae River from 
the 
Reikorangi/Ngaitawa/Ran
giora River 
Forks to the Waikanae 
Estuary. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(m) 

The Waikanae is one of the most prominent rivers in the District. It 
forms part of a sequence of waterways that originate in the Tararua 
and Akatarawa ranges and cut through the coastal plains out to the 
sea. Although the river is controlled within a preferred alignment to 
reduce flood hazard, distinct river terraces, shifting gravel banks 
and wetland areas are maintained, with glacial outwash gravels 
also represented. The river corridor has remnants of indigenous 
riparian vegetation, including dune forest (kohekohe- titoki-mahoe) 
and lowland forest (kohekohe-titoki-tawa-rewa rewa) that are 
characteristic of the areas historic vegetation patterns. 

    Research and 
education 
(m) 

Flood plain management plan methods, such as gravel extraction, 
preferred channel alignment and flood control structures, are 
balanced with initiatives to preserve and enhance ecological, 
recreational and heritage values. 

    Rarity 
(m) 

Riparian habitats are under represented nationally and are 
recognised by Department of Conservation as a threatened 
environment. Indigenous dune forest remnants (kohekohe-titoki-
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District 
Plan 
ID: 11 

Lower Waikanae River 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

mahoe) that are adjacent to the river, west of SH1, are now 
uncommon in the Foxton Ecological District. Foothill forest areas 
are also uncommon as they were largely cleared by milling and 
farming activity. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(m) 

This landscape is part of the Waikanae River corridor and 
establishes links from montane to estuarine habitat although 
degraded by runoff and majority loss of indigenous riparian 
vegetation. The river corridor provides seasonal habitat for 
whitebait and trout species, as well as forest bird species (east of 
SH1). Patterns of indigenous flora are very limited west of SH1 
where naturalising exotic species, such as willow, predominate.  
The remnant (kohekohe-titoki- tawa-rewa rewa) bush areas provide 
‘stepping stones’ between Paraparaumu and Hemi Matenga 
Reserves. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Although modified by flood plain management strategies, an 
identifiable pattern of natural erosion and deposition processes 
have been retained, while links to the wider alluvial flood plain are 
reinforced by vegetation patterns and adjacent land use (including 
patterns of settlement). 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

The landscape is memorable due to the scale of the river system 
and its dynamic qualities (inland/during flood periods). The rivers 
iconic status is reinforced though sharing the name of the nearby 
settlement. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Picturesque  qualities  are  related  to  the  sequence  of  confined 
intimate   views   along   the   river   bank,   including   pockets   of 
‘wilderness’ and framed views of the foothills, that include named 
peaks such as Kapakapanui. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The area has a moderate degree of natural character. Natural 
patterns of landform, landcover and hydrology are clearly 
identifiable, although modified and degraded. Perceptions of 
natural character are enhanced east of SH1, where more prominent 
river banks confine views, indigenous vegetation is more prevalent 
and settlement patterns are restricted to the valley floor. 

    Expressiveness / The river corridor is expressive of uplift and alluvial processes. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 11 

Lower Waikanae River 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

legibility 
(mh) 

The river forms an important edge and navigable path through 
the southern part of the District, with productive land use and 
connecting roads organised along it. 

    Transient values 
(mh) 

Associated with alluvial processes, flood events and the migratory 
patterns of forest birds and fish species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The predominant area is zoned as river corridor with adjacent areas 
of open space, such as Jim Cooke Reserve and Otaihanga 
Domain. The river corridor has priority alignment, with gravel 
extraction and stop banks protecting surrounding areas from flood 
hazard. Other features recognised in the District Plan include: 
heritage ecosites Karu Reserve (karaka-kohekohe), Turf Dune 
kohekohe-titoki-mahoe forest west of SH1 and Reikorangi Road 
Bush, Waikanae Gorge Bush and Bluff Hill Bush kohekohe-titoki-
tawa-rewarewa and a small area of wetland east of SH1 that is of 
regional significance. The majority of these areas are protected 
under Department of Conservation and/or QEII covenants. The 
river bed and lower river terraces are recognised by Department 
of Conservation as indigenous threatened environments. Ecological 
values are recognised and enhanced by the local community group, 
the Friends of the Waikanae River, along with ongoing restoration 
projects. The river corridor is an important recreation resource, 
for fishing, kayaking and swimming, with CWB tracks along both 
banks from the river mouth through to SH1. River processes linked 
with fertile alluvial soils adjacent to the river, valued for productive 
landuse and as the Waikanae Garden Area Precinct. The river 
catchment also provides potable water for Paraparaumu, Waikanae 
and Raumati residents. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

Cultivation grounds and other sites of cultural significance are 
recorded along the banks of the river (in flood management 
documentation), including Peka Peka, Pukekawa, Te Rere and 
Taewhapharahara. It was an important mahinga kai and 
historically a transport route linking to the Hutt Valley. It is a 
defining awa; important in terms of whakapapa and hapu 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 11 

Lower Waikanae River 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

boundaries and the context for the existing Ati Awa marae, 
Whakarongotai. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The river corridor has been the site of significant flood events, 
such as that in 1990. It was an early transportation route for both 
Maori and early Europeans and associated with food gathering, 
transport, timber milling and productive land use, which is a 
continuing feature of the Reikorangi Road valley floor. The 
landscape is also the context for the settlement of Waikanae, 
established in 1849. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, water catchment 
management/fresh water values, pest/weed populations, flood 
control management, adjacent development typology and its 
effects on existing values including peri- urban/rural outlook along 
majority extent and views of inland ranges. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 12 

Reikorangi 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The historic settlement in 
the Reikorangi Valley 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(m) 

Reikorangi is located on the river terrace and incised gorge that 
forms part of the upper Waikanae and Ngatiawa and Rangiora 
River catchment. It is representative of the extensive valley 
system and Reikorangi Basin ecodomain, where rivers have cut 
down into a basin filled with glacial gravels and the surrounding 
hills create a cool-frost prone microclimate. The existing remnant 
lowland tawa- kamahi forest is characteristic of foothill areas 
historically. 

    Research and 
education 
(m) 

The Reikorangi valley is expressive of glacial and alluvial 
deposition and erosion processes. 

    Rarity 
(m) 

The area shows a distinct expression of glacial gravel deposits. 
The setting creates a microclimate unique to the District. The 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 12 

Reikorangi 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

remaining foothill forest areas are uncommon in the District due to 
clearing by milling and farming activity. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(m) 

Mangaone Road bush is a valuable remnant link along the upper 
Waikanae River and is part of a sequence including Kaitawa 
Reserve and Reikorangi Road Bush. The remnants provide 
seasonal habitat for forest bird species (Kereru). 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

Historic and continued patterns of settlement are located on the 
narrow river terrace, marking the Ngatiawa and Rangiora River 
forks, of the upper Waikanae River catchment and the 
Kapakapanui tributary, with roads aligned along the valley floors. 
Remnant areas of bush mark more prominent topography, 
excluded from historic and continued patterns of productive land 
use. 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

This landscape is memorable due to the sequence of historic 
buildings and their location at the intersection of both natural and 
cultural features (rivers and roads), as well as their setting 
against prominent hills, including the iconic peak Kapakapanui 
(which means literally ‘large wings’). 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

The area has strong picturesque qualities, with the church and 
other school houses set against a broader rural scene, with 
pockets of bush and mature exotic trees. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

Reikorangi has a low to moderate degree of natural character. 
Landforms are largely unmodified and the area is set along the 
headwaters of the Waikanae River. Land use is predominately 
pastoral, but includes pockets of bush, with low density settlement 
and older buildings, which is in contrast to the urban areas in 
Waikanae. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The landscape is expressive of uplift, glacial erosion and alluvial 
processes. It is a unique character area in the District and a 
gateway to the Mangaone, Ngatiawa, Rangiora and Reikorangi 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 12 

Reikorangi 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

valleys, as well as the Akatarawa Road that link to Hutt Valley. 
Settlement marks the fork of three rivers and transportation routes 
are aligned along the valley floors. 

    Transient values 
(lm) 

Transient values are associated flood events and the 
Reikorangi basins unique climate. 

    Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

The area is zoned as rural land, with a small area of open space 
associated with the historic buildings and Mangaone Bush. Other 
features that are recognised in the District Plan include: The 
heritage ecosite at Mangaone Road Bush (tawa-kamahi), also 
protected by QEII covenant, which is part of a broader pattern 
of regenerating and   remnant indigenous vegetation on steeper 
slopes in the valley system; St Andrews Church (1908) 
designed by Clere (Wellington diocese Architect 1833); and the 
Church Hall (built in Bulls 1862); Reikorangi School Building 
(opened 1895, present building 1912). The Old Mangaone Road 
Bridge is also recognised by the NZ Historic Places Trust 
(Category II). The area is valued for lifestyle and rural residential 
development in close proximity to Waikanae, while productive land 
use is retained along the valley floor. Picturesque qualities 
reiterated by the location of a rest area adjacent to the church, 
often used as a picnic stop on the scenic/alternative drive 
between Upper Hutt and Waikanae. The rive catchment (source) 
provides potable water for Paraparaumu, Waikanae and Raumati 
residents. Church and school valued as shared facilities and 
community centre by valley residents. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(m) 

Significant as part of an important transport route/gateway to 
forest food and resources and a link to the Hutt Valley. 

    Historical 
associations 
(h) 

The area was one of early European land sales and settlement, 
timber milling, forestry and agricultural land use.  The church 
and school (and other buildings no longer present) provided a 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 12 

Reikorangi 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

community centre for the farming families established in the 
surrounding valleys. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, pest/weed populations, 
[residential] development typologies and their effects on existing 
values including existing rural setting, water catchment 
management/fresh water values, heritage building 
maintenance/management. 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 13 

Otaihanga Foothills + 
Nikau Escarpment 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 The  foothills  and  outlier  
of  the  Akatarawa  range  
that  extend  from  
Ruapehu  Road  to  the 
Muaupoko Stream. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

A defined escarpment sequence, expressive of tectonic processes 
with steep western slopes and a gentler incline to the east. 
Dissected by tributaries of the Waikanae River. Supports remnant 
kohekohe-nikau dominated forest, once characteristic of steep 
hill foothills in the District. A large remnant of kohekohe-tawa- 
northern rata forest is located behind the escarpment within a 
reserve area. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

A geological and ecological feature of regional significance, with 
areas accessible to the public, at Nikau Reserve and Paraparaumu 
Domain. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

The Otaihanga Oligocene sedimentary outlier is located off Maui 
Pomare Road, that is not determined elsewhere in the lower North 
Island. Remnant kohekohe-nikau forest is now an uncommon 
habitat in the Tararua Ecological District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

The area contributes to existing ecological links between Tararua 
ranges and lowlands/ Waikanae River/ Kapiti Island. The larger 
remnants provide effective habitat for indigenous species such as 
kereru and mudfish. Tributaries of the Muaupoko Stream originate 
along eastern slopes of the outlier. 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(m) 

The escarpment landforms support a relatively complex and 
discordant pattern of land use and landcover, with areas of bush, 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 13 

Otaihanga Foothills + 
Nikau Escarpment 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

exotic forestry, pastoral land and some residential development 
along the lower slopes. There is also localised modification to 
landform at a quarry site. 

    Memorability 
(m) 

The Otaihanga foothills are a memorable feature due to their 
prominence along SH1 and as an important backdrop/landmark for 
areas of settlement (particularly Paraparaumu) in the southern parts 
of the District. The Nikau Reserve is also a popular day walk. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(m) 

The foothills possess strong picturesque qualities as the mid ground 
feature of a broader view of the Tararua ranges and confine the 
north-south view shaft along SH1. 

    Naturalness 
(m) 

The area has a moderate degree of natural character. This is 
associated with the distinct landform and more substantive areas of 
indigenous vegetation that contrast with adjacent urban areas. 
Natural character values are reduced by mining activities, recent 
residential development along ridge line and exotic forestry 
plantations at northern extent of the escarpment sequence. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(mh) 

The foothills are a tectonic landform.  They are an important 
landmark and edge to areas of settlement at Paraparaumu. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Important seasonal food source for forest bird species. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

The western slopes of the escarpment are zoned as open space, 
including Nikau Reserve, with a larger conservation zone extending 
up into foothills. Views of the ‘eastern escarpment’ are protected in 
the District Plan. Other features that are recognised include the 
following heritage ecological sites; Nikau Forest along the western 
face of the escarpment and the Muaupoko Bush within in the 
Paraparaumu Reserve with Department of Conservation threatened 
environments areas. The sedimentary outlier on the eastern face 
(off Analby Road) is recognised by the NZ Geological Society to be 
of national significance. There are recreational tracks in the Nikau 
Reserve, off SH1, with a lookout point along ridge that is valued for 
expansive views of the coastal area. Lower slopes valued as a 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 13 

Otaihanga Foothills + 
Nikau Escarpment 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

rural-residential area with some productive landuse. More recent 
development along the ridgeline (up off Nikau Valley). 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(l) 

Associated   with   access   to   forest   resources   inland   via   the 
Muaupoko stream. 

    Historical 
associations 
(m) 

The area is the site of early European settlement and farming in 
the Otaihanga/Nikau Valley. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, infrastructure 
development/upgrades, [residential] development typology, location, 
height, density including effects on ridgeline/skyline and rural 
character along the majority extent of the escarpment 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 14 

Mataihuka (Raumati) 
Escarpment   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Escarpment slopes of the 
Akatarawa outlier that 
extends from Waterfall 
Road to Ruapehu Road 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

Mataihuka is a defined escarpment, with steep western slopes and 
gentler incline to the east. Part of a sequence of escarpments 
(Paekakariki, Mataihuka, Nikau, Hemi Matenga) that define the 
lowland areas of the District. Remnant kohekohe dominated forest 
is characteristic of the escarpment ecodomain and loess deposits 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

The escarpment is a well defined tectonic landform with areas 
accessible to the public (Maitahuka track). Colluvial erosion 
processes are dominant on the escarpment face. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

Coastal forest of this type is underrepresented nationally. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

The escarpment contributes to the existing ecological links between 
the Tararua Ranges and the lowlands, including Kapiti Island. 
Tributaries of the Wharemauku Stream originate along eastern 
slopes. 

   Perceptual Coherence Landform largely unmodified with distinct ridgeline and remnant 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 14 

Mataihuka (Raumati) 
Escarpment   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

(h) vegetation marking narrow gullies and varying soil conditions. 
    Memorability 

(h) 

It is a memorable feature due to its prominence along SH1 and as an 
important backdrop/landmark for areas of settlement, particularly 
Paraparaumu, in the southern parts of the District. The Mataihuka 
track provides expansive views of the coastline, Kapiti Island and 
Akatarawa Ranges to the south. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The escarpment has strong picturesque qualities as the mid ground 
in a broader view of the Tararua Ranges that includes Maungakawa 
and Mt Maunganui. It creates a strong north-south view shaft along 
SH1. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

Associated with a moderate-high degree of natural character, 
particularly within the Open Space zone, due to the distinct 
landform and regenerating indigenous vegetation that contrasts 
with adjacent urban areas and with perceptions enhanced by 
public access. Natural character values are reduced by recent 
development along ridge line and exotic forestry plantations at 
northern extent of the escarpment. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

The landforms are largely unmodified.  The escarpment forms an 
important landmark and creates a strong edge to areas of 
settlement at Paraparaumu and contributes to a sequence of 
escarpments that define the lowland areas of the District. 

    Transient values 
(l) 

The escarpment has little transient value. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

The majority extent of the western slopes of the escarpment is 
zoned as open space and areas around Panorama Drive are zoned 
as Land of High Visual Sensitivity. Other features recognised by the 
District Plan include: heritage ecological sites along the western 
slopes that include kohekohe-titoki forest remnants of regional 
significance. The recreational Mataihuka track (off Waterfall Road 
and Panorama Drive) affords expansive views of the coastal area. 
Mataihuka as the highest point along the escarpment and name of 
the known pa site. 

    Values to tangata Linked with pa site probably located near the southern extent of 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 14 

Mataihuka (Raumati) 
Escarpment   
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

whenua 
(m) 

the escarpment called Mataihuka. 

    Historical 
associations 
(l) 

The Matahuika walkway was established in 1990. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, infrastructure 
development/upgrades, [residential] development typology, location, 
height, density including effects on ridgeline/skyline and rural 
character along the majority extent of the escarpment 

 
District 
Plan 
ID: 15 

Southern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Beach and public areas of 
the foredunes extending 
from the settlement of 
Paekakariki through to the 
northern edge of the 
Waikanae Beach 
settlement including the 
Wharemauku Stream, 
Tikotu Creek and 
Waimeha Stream mouths 
(excluding the Paekakariki 
escarpment, Whareroa 
Dunes and Waikanae 
River Mouth beach and 
foredune areas that have 
been assessed 
separately). 

NZ Topo 
Map BN32 
& BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

Beach and foredune areas are expressive of both coastal aggregation 
and erosion processes, with the distinct foreland at Paraparaumu 
linked to the sheltering effects of Kapiti Island and contrasting with 
the retreating shoreline to the south. Landforms are also influenced 
by alluvial processes; mainly as a result of the outflow from the 
Waikanae River. In contrast to the Northern Beach landscape, 
natural patterns of landform are influenced by greater levels of use 
by residents and visitors and ease of access and development on 
or near the foredunes. Naturalised indigenous vegetation patterns 
are limited, due to the impact of coastal erosion, colonising exotic 
weeds, the proximity of development to the coastal edge and the 
effects of vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

    Research and 
education 

Related to coastal deposition, erosion and the effects of river and 
stream outflow. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 15 

Southern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

(mh) 
    Rarity 

(mh) 

The land formation processes contrast markedly with those of 
the Northern Beaches. The extent of the Paraparaumu foreland is 
unique to this area of the coast and expressive of the sheltering 
effects of Kapiti Island. Beyond the island’s influence, an eroding 
coastline features exposing sandstone and greywacke that 
underlies much of the District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Minor areas of colonising indigenous vegetation such as spinifex 
are located around stream mouths and at Paraparaumu beach are 
associated with community/Council restoration projects. Stream 
mouths provide spawning habitat for fish e.g. whitebait but fresh 
water values are compromised by runoff and loss of riparian 
vegetation inland. Sea and wading bird populations are greater 
around stream mouths and the less accessible sections of the 
beach. 
 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(mh) 

The Southern beaches extend over more than 20km, in a distinct 
arc from the edge of Paekakariki, through to the Paraparaumu 
foreland; as can be seen on a clear day. Patterns of landform 
on the beach areas, although influenced by the construction of 
structures to reduce coastal erosion and stormwater flows, are 
clearly expressive of coastal processes with marked variations 
relating to the effects of river and stream mouths. Similarly, 
patterns of landform on the foredunes mark the extent of Kapiti 
Island’s effects on mainland coastal processes and river and stream 
outflow. Patterns of vegetation are more diverse, with untended 
areas of foredune featuring colonising exotic and minor indigenous 
patterns that contrast strongly with deliberately designed esplanade 
areas and amenity planting in residential properties on the 
foredunes. Built development along the majority extent adds further 
complexity to this landscape, although distinct patterns of 
residential character can be recognised, that are broadly aligned 
with  the  patterns of  landform  and  relative prominence  of  the 
inland dunes. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 15 

Southern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

    Memorability 
(mh) 

This is a highly memorable landscape, due to the extent of the 
beach areas, the dynamic qualities of the coastal environment and 
the views the area affords of important landmarks such as Kapiti 
Island, the inland ranges and the south island. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(mh) 

Picturesque qualities relate to the sequence of views experienced 
in this landscape, the framing effects of the foredunes and the way 
that these views vary as a result of changing weather conditions 
and aspect. For example, views from Paraparaumu feature Kapiti 
Island at its closest to the mainland and are in marked contrast to 
those from Paekakariki Beach. The Southern Beach landscape also 
forms part of the highly valued view from the Centennial Highway 
and Paekakariki lookout. 

    Naturalness 
(mh) 

The beach and fore dune areas in this landscape can be associated 
with a moderate and moderate-high degree of natural character. 
Landforms and landcover have been modified by coastal erosion 
management strategies, such as groynes and timber and rock walls, 
vehicle and pedestrian access, exotic weed species and by the direct 
effects of development. Perceptions of natural character are also 
influenced by the proximity, density and typology of [residential] 
development in the wider context; e.g. natural character values are 
greater to the north of Paraparaumu Beach where the houses are 
set back and partially obscured from the beach. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

Expressive of coastal and alluvial processes. This landscape forms 
a distinct edge and navigable path through the District and obvious 
source of the inland dunes. Foreland expressive of the sheltering 
effects of Kapiti Island. 

    Transient values 
(h) 

Transient values are an important feature of this landscape and 
relate to coastal processes, daily/seasonal weather conditions and 
patterns of wildlife. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(h) 

Foredunes areas along much of this landscape are recognised as 
part of the District’s Open Space zone, excluding the Raumati and 
Raumati South areas (most active erosion areas). Bylaws limit 
vehicle and horse riding access along the beach; however road 
ends provide boat launching access with more formal access/boat 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 15 

Southern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

carparks provided at Raumati Beach, Paraparaumu Beach and 
Waikanae Beach. Paraparaumu is also the starting point for day/ 
overnight trips to Kapiti Island. Use of the foredunes associated with 
private residential access and a range of beach activities including 
swimming, walking, fishing, shell fish gathering and community 
events. Surf life saving club activities have spanned more than 50 
years. Designed/managed esplanade areas at Paekakariki, Raumati 
South, Paraparaumu and Waikanae are also valued for public 
amenities; walkways, boat ramps, car parks, changing rooms etc. 
Paekakariki, Raumati South, Raumati, Paraparaumu and Waikanae 
beach and fore dune areas are valued as a popular holiday 
destination over summer and linked with adjacent holiday homes/ 
camp grounds. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(h) 

These are associated with coastal pa sites, important food 
gathering areas and transportation routes, as supported by 
historical accounts and archaeological records of midden and oven 
sites (particularly around the Waimeha and Waimanu lagoons). 
 
Additional values recorded in the #ART Confederation 
consultation documents: 
 
The southern beaches are of particular historical, cultural, spiritual 
and traditional significance to Ngati Toa. These beaches abut areas 
of land at Paekakariki and QE II Park that were traditionally 
important to Ngati Toa for occupation, the creation of waahi tapu 
such as urupa (particularly at Wainui and sand dunes north of 
Fisherman’s Table) and important food and other resources. This 
area was favoured by Ngati Toa for settlement largely on account 
of  its  proximity  to  the  sea,  enabling  access  to  kaimoana  and 
other fish species.  The beaches themselves also provide valuable 
resources that wash ashore such as seaweed and drift wood.  The 
retention of much of the adjacent land as a park (i.e. QEII Park) 
has reduced the adverse effects of development on the southern 
beaches which heightens the value of these beaches today from a 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 15 

Southern Beaches 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

cultural perspective and the need to protect them into the future. 
    Historical 

associations 
(h) 

The Southern Beaches formed part of the Old Coach Road that 
extended through the District, prior to the construction of the inland 
transportation routes. Historical associations linked with the 
traditions of both local resident and visitor beach activities including 
valued whitebaiting and fishing spots and holiday season events 
including community group competitions. 

   Potential 
threats 

 pest/weed populations, water catchment management/fresh water 
values, vehicle/pedestrian access levels/alignment, coastal hazard 
management strategies, [residential] edge development typologies, 
location, height etc. including effects on the degree of natural 
character, design/management of amenity esplanade areas. 

 
 
District 
Plan 
ID: 16 

Wainui 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 Mt Wainui and the valley 
systems that extend down 
to MacKay’s crossing, 
including the razor back 
ridge behind the 
Paekakariki escarpment. 

NZ Topo 
Map BP32 

Physical Representativeness 
(mh) 

The defined valleys and prominent peak are expressive of the 
underlying tectonic process, with Transmission Gully and the 
Wainui Saddle following the line of the Ohariu fault. Remnant areas 
of forest on Wainui are characteristic of the kamahi ecodomain. 
Upper slopes form part of the Akatarawa Forest Park and are typical 
of the broader podocarp and montane forest that extends along the 
Tararuas. 

    Research and 
education 
(mh) 

The area is made up of defined tectonic landforms. The Paekakariki 
rockfall along the base of the foothills are expressive of underlying 
geomorphology. Forest areas along the ranges and lower Kohekohe- 
tawa-titoki remnants (Wainui Bush) are of regional significance. 

    Rarity 
(mh) 

Lowland areas of forest are uncommon in the District. 

    Ecosystem 
functioning 
(mh) 

Ecological corridors are retained through discontinuous remnants 
that provide links to lowland areas and between the Akatarawas 
and Kapiti Island. The streams that flow through forested areas 
(Wainui) have high freshwater values. 
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District 
Plan 
ID: 16 

Wainui 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

   Perceptual Coherence 
(h) 

The area is made up of a distinct sequence of valleys following fault 
lines and a landmark peak clearly visible from SH1. Pastoral land 
use, to the west of Transmission Gully, reveals strong topography, 
including a razor back ridge line. 

    Memorability 
(h) 

The landscape is memorable due to its prominence along SH1 and 
its importance as a backdrop/landmark for areas of settlement in 
the southern parts of the District. 

    Aesthetic paradigm 
(h) 

The landscape has strong picturesque qualities; because of the 
way several features come together, including the prominent peak 
in the background, mid ground views of confined river valleys, 
pockets of bush and the pastoral valley floor. The scale of razor back 
ridge line and spurs, exposed by pastoral land use to the west of Te 
Puka stream contrast strongly with the adjacent areas of plantation 
forestry and the bush clad peaks of Wainui. 

    Naturalness 
(h) 

A moderate degree of natural character is associated with the areas 
distinct landforms and the patterns of indigenous vegetation across 
Wainui. The degree of natural character is reduced by existing 
infrastructure (transmission lines) and areas of pastoral land use 
and exotic forestry. 

    Expressiveness / 
legibility 
(h) 

Landforms are largely unmodified and highly expressive of tectonic 
processes. Wainui and the interlocking sequence of spurs and 
valleys including the well known ‘transmission gully’ form an 
important landmark in the southern half of the District. 

    Transient values 
(m) 

Associated with seasonal bird populations and the effects of the 
Akatarawa ranges on local weather patterns. 

   Associative Shared or recognised 
values 
(mh) 

Features recognised in the District Plan include: ecological heritage 
sites of Wainui Stream Bush and Wainui in the Akatarawa Forest 
Park. Wainui Stream provides potable water source for Paekakariki 
settlement. Paekakariki rockfall recognised by the NZ Geological 
Society   of regional significance. Represented in art works and 
featured in tourist photographic records of the District. 

    Values to tangata 
whenua 
(m) 

Te Puka and Wainui stream valleys are important food gathering 
areas and qualities of these catchment influencing lowland 
fisheries. 
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Wainui 
Significant Amenity 
Landscape 

Map 
Location 

Factor Criteria / *RS Factor / Criteria Description 

 
Additional values recorded in the #ART Confederation 
consultation documents: 
 
Wainui Stream - A small stream on the northern side of Paekakariki 
settlement, A small stream that has its source in the Tararua ranges. 
It flows westward toward the ocean and exits at the southern end of 
QEII Park. 

    Historical 
associations 
(mh) 

The area has links with Whareroa and Wainui Marae and early 
farming practices by European settlers (MacKay’s, Lynch). Te Puka 
Valley is recognised as an important infrastructure link; also known 
as ‘Transmission Gully’ and the planned alternative SH1 route 
across the Wainui Saddle. 

   Potential 
threats 

 Indigenous vegetation removal, large scale infrastructure 
development/upgrade, earthworks including effects on existing 
degree of natural character, ridgeline/skyline views. 
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 Schedule 3.4.6 Landscape Character Areas 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Name Location 
 

GPS location Key landscape Characters  

1 Forest Lakes   1. Extensive sequence of parabolic dunes, 
wetlands and lakes cut through marine sandstone, 
providing picturesque enclosed views. 
2. Indigenous vegetation includes lake forest, dry 
forest and wetland areas with mature indigenous 
species and habitat for rare plant species. 
3. Place of early and continued Maori settlement 
including pa site at Waitawa and continued land 
ownership and guardianship. 
4. Continued productive landuse with older 
established farm buildings and areas of exotic 
forest. 
5. Lakes and coastal areas used for recreation 
including the Forest Lakes Camp. 
6. Less populated than most of the other 
character areas with fewer public roads and 
limited access to the coast providing wilderness 
experience. 

2 Otaki Plains   1. Broad alluvial plain with characteristic terraces, 
gravels and fertile soils close to the coast. 
2. Geological features; beach ridges and sea cliff. 
3. Largest river system managed for flood hazard; 
river mouth an important wildlife habitat and 
recreation resource with  ‘wild sections’ of the 
coast and expansive views of inland ranges and 
the north end of Kapiti Island. 
4. Secondary totara forest across the plains and 
well known planted avenue on Otaki Gorge Road. 
5. Place of early Maori settlement and continued 
association with prominent marae, wananga and 
heritage buildings reflecting Maori architecture. 
6. Early European settlement, continued 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location 
 

GPS location Key landscape Characters  

productive land use marked by older buildings, 
stone walls. 
7. Growing rapidly with rural-residential 
development near the foothills and new crops. 

3 Tararua Ranges   1. Distinct edge and dramatic backdrop to the 
District, often topped by cloud or snow. 
2. Rugged uplifted greywacke landforms with fast 
flowing rivers and streams and large scale slip 
and slump erosion. 
3. High biodiversity including largest North Island 
conservation area, extensive and diverse range of 
flora and fauna. 
4. Extensive network of tramping tracks and huts 
in the Tararua Forest Park, with strong historical 
associations including the ‘Southern Crossing’. 
5. Important forest resource for Maori and 
transport route historically, associations 
expressed in Maori names for peaks. 
6. Now uninhabited, early native timber milling 
sites a feature of the road end and European 
names for peaks commemorate early explorers 
and surveyors. 

4 Tararua Foothills   1. Foothills create a distinct edge to settled areas, 
with well known landmarks. 
2. Edges include prominent Hemi Matenga 
escarpment, finger like spurs of Te Horo and 
terraces and ravines alongside Otaki River. 
3. Iconic Otaki River Gorge provides a gateway to 
Tararua Forest Park and ecological corridor. 
4. Vegetation patterns across the foothills are 
diverse, indigenous remnant and regenerating 
areas within DOC, council  reserve and private 
land . 
5. Names of peaks in the foothills reflect 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location 
 

GPS location Key landscape Characters  

association for Maori including forest resource 
sites and transport routes and early European 
settler recreational activity. 
6. Context of historic timber milling settlements, 
contemporary quarries and recent rural-residential 
subdivision. 

5 Te hapua Lowlands   1. Largely intact prominent dunes, distinctive sea 
cliffs and marine terrace at boundary. 
2. Original dune forest remnants and regenerating 
vegetation associated with network of streams, 
lagoons and wetlands, habitat for rare plants and 
birds, complemented by constructed wetlands. 
3. An important area for Maori settlement with rich 
resources and a boundary between Ati Awa and 
Raukawa rohe. 
4. Early agricultural land use in the area, dairy 
factory established at Te Horo. instigating further  
European settlement 
5. Te Horo’s village character retained and 
associated with older buildings . 
6. Wilderness experience along beach due to 
limited settlement behind the fore dunes at Te 
Hapua and small scale of Te Horo beach. 

6 Kapiti Islands   1. Prominent landmark, visible from large parts of 
the District, has iconic status with distinct shape 
often used as a symbol for the District, strong 
picturesque qualities. 
2. Sheltering effects of the island influence coastal 
processes and dune landforms on the mainland. 
3. Remnant of north-south island land bridge 
torlesse greywacke uplifted by Wairau Fault with 
unique geological features; steep cliffs along its 
western edge, lagoon and shingle flats, beach 
ridges, sea caves and metamorphic phyllonite. 
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District 
Plan ID 

Name Location 
 

GPS location Key landscape Characters  

4. Nationally significant nature reserve and 
tourism resource with diverse flora and fauna and 
majority of the coast protected within marine 
reserve. 
5. Site of significant Maori settlement historically, 
stronghold of Te Rauparaha. Continued 
settlement and guardianship by Ngati Toa 
descendents. 
6. Historic site of European whaling and farming. 

7 Waikanae Lowlands   1. Landform a product colluvial, alluvial and 
coastal processes, bounded by Hemi Matenga 
escarpment. 
2. Kapakapanui, Wainui and Kapiti Island 
important landmarks viewed from the lowlands. 
3. Indigenous vegetation associated with Nga 
Manu Reserve, Ngarara wetland and Estuary 
provide wildlife ‘stepping stones’,  estuary habitat 
for marine, estuarine and fresh water fauna. 
4. Important area of Maori settlement and historic 
events; Mahinga kai and transportation routes, 
conflict sites and urupa, active Whakarongatai 
Marae in Waikanae township. 
5. Area of early European settlement near the 
coast, now permanent settlement and informal 
recreation resource. 

8 Paraparaumu Foreland   1. Dune landforms predominant but less 
pronounced and foreland influenced by Kapiti 
Island. 
2. Views of Kapiti Island closest to mainland, 
Mataihuka and Nikau escarpments prominent, 
Kapakapanui and Wainui as key landmarks. 
3. Waterways highly modified and indigenous 
vegetation limited due to extensive settlement; 
Paraparaumu  largest in the District. 
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4. Popular area for Maori settlement due to 
favourable conditions; multiple Pa sites. 
5. Historic European settlement associated with 
‘Old Coast Road’ at the river mouth and early 
Anglican missionary activity, beach now largest 
coastal centre and informal recreation resource. 
6. Otaihanga has semi-rural village character, 
contends with flood hazards. 
7. Paraparaumu the District’s centre of 
management, economic, services, formal 
recreational, airport. 

9 Reikorangi Basin   1. Steep sided system of river valleys provides a 
unique sense of enclosure (no sea views) and 
distinct microclimate, Kapakapanui landmark. 
2. Basin formed by rivers cutting down through 
gravel deposited during Ice Age, alluvial materials 
overlaid. 
3. Limited indigenous vegetation cover in basin, 
due to milling and clearance for farming, patches 
of kamahi dominant bush and  significant 
regeneration on slopes. 
4. Gateway to forest resources for Maori and 
transport routes to Hutt Valley.  
5. Picturesque qualities associated with St 
Andrew’s Church, old school, rural landuse, 
mature exotic trees and bush clad hills              
6. Farming surpassed by rural-residential 
development, art studios, accommodation and 
scenic route to the Hutt Valley. 

10 Paekakariki Dunes   1. Distinct gateway to the District along the base 
of the Paekakariki Escarpment, with sweeping 
views of the coast and Kapiti Island, important 
public viewpoints. 
2. Prominent escarpment and eroding rocky 
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shoreline; confines transportation networks, 
increases coastal hazards, rocky shore fauna. 
3. Dune landforms largely retained, Whareroa 
recognised by Geological Society of NZ 
QE regional park; historic US Marines camp, now 
productive land &recreation resource with ‘wild’ 
coastline. 
4. Indigenous vegetation limited to escarpment, 
wetland and foredunes includes kahikatea. 
5. Pa sites and Waahi tapu sites in QE Park. 
6. Post European settlement strongly influenced 
by transportation routes; rail town/ holiday houses. 
7. Settlements now attractive to retirees and 
commuters but retain village character with 
houses set in dune landforms with mature 
gardens and exotic trees. 

11 Akatarawa Ranges   1. Gentler topography, immediacy to settlement 
and contribution to infrastructure networks. 
2. Important landmarks; Wainui and Ohariu fault 
line, expressed as Transmission Gully and three 
distinct escarpments, well known lookout points 
and scenic drives. 
3. Escarpments form eastern barrier to transport 
and settlement, with basins behind. 
4. Diverse vegetation patterns, substantial inland 
indigenous remnants. 
5. Recreational links for 4WD, mountain bike and 
walking tracks in the Akatarawa Forest Park and 
along escarpments. 
6. Historic use by Maori for cultivation areas, 
forest resources and transportation routes. 
7. Associated with the District’s earliest productive 
land use, US Marine Camp and now rural-
residential settlement on foothills and in valley 
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systems. 
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4  Coastal Environment   
 
The primary objective (set out in chapter 2) to be implemented by this chapter is 
objective 2.4; the following objectives are also relevant due to the objectives’ 
integrated nature. 
 

2.1 Tangata Whenua  
2.2 Ecology and Biodiversity 
2.3 Development Management 
2.5 Natural Hazards 
2.8 Strong Communities  
2.9 Landscapes 

 
Introduction 
 
The coastal environment is important to residents and visitors to the District and there are a 
number of issues relating to management of activities and development within this area 
which need to be addressed through District Plan policies and methods.  
 
This chapter addresses the following: 

 the extent of the coastal environment; 
 the preservation of natural character in the coastal environment; 
 the maintenance and enhancement of public access to and along the coast; 
 management of development in relation to coastal hazards.   

 
The chapter is divided into two sections.  The first sets out general policies which primarily 
relate to the identification and protection of coastal natural character and processes.  This 
section also needs to be read in conjunction with Chapter 3: Natural Environment which 
contains policies and rules relating to overall protection of sensitive natural features, 
significant indigenous vegetation and habitat and landscapes.  The second section sets out 
policies in relation to coastal hazard management areas.    
 
The Council will take a leadership role in the management of the coastal environment in 
Kāpiti; however, other public organisations, private entities, developers and individuals also 
play important roles in the protection and enhancement of coastal values.  The following 
policies are the primary means by which all of these stakeholders are to implement the 
relevant objectives including the coastal environment, biodiversity, open space, natural 
hazards and character and amenity objectives. 
 
 

4.1 Coastal Environment  
 
Extent of coastal environment 
 
The New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) relates to all land and activities in the 
coastal environment, therefore it is necessary to define its extent in the District to provide 
certainty for the Council and the community.  
 
Policy 1 of the NZCPS 2010 states that the extent of the coastal environment varies from 
region to region.  The coastal environment includes the coastal marine area and islands 
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within the coastal marine area, as well as areas where coastal processes, influences or 
qualities are significant, areas which are at risk from coastal hazards, inter-related coastal 
marine and terrestrial systems, including the intertidal zone, physical resources and built 
facilities, including infrastructure, that have modified the coastal environment and places 
containing; 

 coastal vegetation and the habitat of indigenous coastal species including migratory 
birds;  

 elements and features that contribute to the natural character, landscape, visual 
qualities or amenity values;  

 items of cultural and historic heritage in the coastal marine area or on the coast. 
 

 
Policy 4 of the proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement (WRPS) requires that District 
Plans identify the landward extent of the coastal environment using criteria set out in policy 
4. The operative Wellington Regional Policy Statement does not specify that the extent of 
the coastal environment be defined. In order to define the extent of the coastal environment 
the Council commissioned The Isthmus Group to undertake a landscape and ecological 
study which identified land subject to coastal processes and coastal landscapes consistent 
with the criteria in Policy 4 of the proposed WRPS. The extent is shown on the District Plan 
Natural Features maps. 
 
Natural character in the coastal environment 
 
The preservation of natural character in the coastal environment is a matter of national 
importance in (section 6(a) of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA)).  Policy 13 of the 
NZCPS requires the preservation of areas of high natural character in the coastal 
environment.   Policy 14 of the NZCPS promotes the restoration or rehabilitation of natural 
character including identifying areas for restoration, providing policies and methods in the 
District Plan and through subdivision and development proposals. The policy suggests 
possible restoration approaches for degraded areas. 
 
These policies have been given effect to by identifying and mapping areas of high natural 
character and priority areas for restoration in the coastal environment which are shown on 
the Natural Environment Maps, to enable protection and restoration to occur as part of 
future development of these areas.  
 
 
Public access 
 
The maintenance and enhancement of public access to and along the coastal marine 
area is a matter of national importance in the RMA.   Policy 19 of the NZCPS requires 
that councils recognise the public expectation and need for access to and along the 
coast and that Councils avoid, remedy or mitigate any loss of walking access as a result 
of subdivision, use or development and enhance or restore walking access.  
 
This policy is given effect to by providing for access to the coast as part of subdivision of 
land adjacent to the coastal marine area or coastal esplanade reserves including taking 
esplanade reserves where none currently exist. Rules include providing esplanade 
reserves and requiring public accessways as part of subdivision and including coastal 
access routes/ways on District Plan maps. 
 
Land uses 
 
Policy 6 of the NZCPS recognises that the provision of infrastructure, the supply and 
transport of energy including the generation and transmission of electricity, and the 
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extraction of minerals, are activities important to the social, economic and cultural well-
being of people and communities. The NZCPS encourages consolidation of urban 
development, in existing urban areas, within the coastal environment, outside of areas 
subject to coastal hazard risks, rather than allowing development to extend into areas 
which have high natural character, heritage or amenity values.  This policy is given effect 
to in the living and infrastructure chapters of this District Plan. 
 
Management Approach  
 
As noted above, the extent of the coastal environment has been mapped in the District Plan 
maps.  From a development management perspective, the presence of this coastal 
environment area, gives additional weight to consideration of effects and the need to ensure 
adverse effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated.    
 
There are particular features which sit within this coastal environment which have also been 
mapped.   These more detailed sensitive natural features include:      

 areas of high natural character; 
 ecological sites; 
 outstanding natural or significant amenity landscapes; 
 

 
Additional features which have been mapped are:  
 

 Ecological domains.  This includes the salt zone ecological domain. The salt 
zone ecological domain covers the area of land where coastal processes 
presently predominate and includes all land within approximately 500m of the 
sea. 

 priority areas for restoration.  These are degraded areas with potential to 
increase biodiversity through restoration.  

 dominant dune ridgelines are also mapped to prevent buildings locating on 
the dune ridges and to keep building heights below ridgelines.  

 
 
Chapter 3 - Natural Environment includes general policies relating to the management of 
these features.  The Coastal Environment chapter contains additional policies and rules 
which relate to managing particular aspects which relate to coastal processes and features, 
such as dunes.    Some of these features are relevant to rules found in other chapters.  For 
example, within the rural zones (Chapter 7 – Rural Environment) certain rules require 
buildings to not be visible form the beach. 
 
Management of development in relation to exposure to coastal hazards is managed via 
coastal hazard management areas (CHMA) (see Natural Hazard Maps for details).  
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4.1.1 Coastal Environment - General Policies 
 

Policy 4.1 – Identify Coastal Environment extent Reference 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4 
and 2.9 

 
The extent of the coastal environment is identified and mapped in the District Plan, using 
the following criteria: 

(a) areas or landforms dominated by coastal vegetation or 
habitat;  

(b) landform affected by active coastal processes, excluding 
tsunami;  

(c) landscapes or features, including coastal escarpments, that 
contribute to the natural character, visual quality or amenity 
value of the coast; and 

(d) sites, structures, places or areas of historic heritage value 
adjacent to, or connected with, the coast, which derive their 
heritage value from a coastal location. 

   

 

 
Explanation 
The Council commissioned a study in 2011 to identify the extent of the coastal 
environment, mapped using the criteria in Policy 4 of the proposed WRPS.  In order to 
give effect to both the NZCPS and the proposed WRPS this plan includes this area in 
the Natural Features maps showing the extent of the coastal environment which was 
This extent creates certainty about the area of land to which the NZCPS and the coastal 
environment provisions of the District Plan refer.  
 
 

Policy 4.2 – Identify natural character Reference 

Objectives 
2.4, 2.9 and 
2.11 
 

 
Areas of high natural character and natural coastal features in the coastal environment 
are identified in the district plan using the following criteria: 

a) natural elements, systems, processes and patterns, which are relatively 
unmodified;  

b) the presence of water (lakes, rivers, sea), geological and geomorphological 
features; 

c) natural landforms and landscapes which are legible and uncluttered by 
structures or ‘obvious’ human influence including the natural darkness of the 
night sky; 

d) places dominated by natural patterns such as the natural movement of water and 
sediment; 

e) places or areas that are wild or scenic including the presence of vegetation 
(especially native vegetation) and other ecological patterns. 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy is to give effect to Policy 3 of the proposed WRPS. The Council 
commissioned a study in 2011 to identify and map the extent of areas of high natural 
character in the coastal environment. Natural coastal features including dominant sand 
dunes (in rural and open space zones) have been mapped and have specific rules and 
standards which apply to them in this plan.  
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Policy 4.3 – Protection of natural character Reference 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4, 2.9 
and 2.11 

 
Areas of high natural character in the coastal environment, significant natural coastal 
features and habitat will be protected by: 

a) reinstating dunes which function as natural buffers for as much of the coast as 
practicable; 

b) providing managed public access ways to the beach and avoiding damage to 
dunes from unmanaged access; 

c) avoiding encroachment of permanent structures and private uses onto the beach 
or public land; 

d) removing existing unnecessary structures and associated waste materials from 
the beach; 

e) preventing new activities which have adverse effects on natural character values; 
 
f) retaining a natural beach and foreshore including a dry sand beach where 

possible. 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy is to give effect to Policy 3 of the proposed WRPS. The coastal environment 
of the Kāpiti Coast includes some significant areas which have a high degree of natural 
character. These include areas which are inland as well as on the coastal margin itself. 
These areas are remnants of the original coastal habitats in the District and are 
particularly significant as there is very little of these dune and wetland habitats remaining 
in the Wellington region and New Zealand. Along the coastal areas between Peka Peka 
and Te Horo, where there is relatively little settlement retention of the natural character 
of the beach is particularly valued by the community.  Avoiding the location of structures 
where they can be seen from the beach itself is important.     
 
Many activities on the beach and foredunes can significantly affect the natural character 
of the beach, including private access tracks and structures which encroach into public 
land.   A key problem is damage to coastal vegetation and dieback which then leads to 
erosion of the dunes and dune blowouts.   
 
Natural dune systems, where native sand-binding plants (spinifex and pingao) 
predominate, provide an effective buffer against coastal erosion hazards resulting from 
storms. The natural system will not prevent long term erosion occurring but can adapt to 
short term erosion. The depth of a dune system will be a key limiting factor in its ability to 
handle erosion. Where land is taken for coastal esplanades, planting with sand-binding 
plants will enhance the ability of the land to buffer erosion. Restoration planting of private 
land adjacent to the coast also has the potential to provide a buffer. 
 

Policy 4.4 – Restore natural character Reference 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4 
and 2.9 

 
Subdivision and development in the coastal environment will support restoration of 
natural character values through: 

a) creating or enhancing indigenous habitats and ecosystems, using local genetic 
stock;  

b) encouraging natural regeneration of indigenous species, while effectively 
managing weed and animal pests;  

c) rehabilitating dunes and other natural coastal features or processes, including 
saline wetlands and intertidal saltmarshes;  

d) restoring and protecting riparian and intertidal margins; or 
e) removing coastal structures and materials that do not have heritage or amenity 

values; or 
f) redesign of structures that interfere with ecosystem processes. 
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Explanation 
This policy gives effect to policy 13 and 14 of the NZCPS. The areas which have a high 
potential for restoration were identified in a study undertaken in 2010. These areas are 
identified in the District Plan maps as priority areas for restoration. The rules which 
implement this policy enable a greater level of development if large scale restoration or 
protection of natural areas is undertaken as part of subdivision or development. 
 
 
 

Policy 4.5 – Amenity and public access Reference 

 

Subdivision and development in the coastal environment will maintain and enhance 
amenity values, such as open space and scenic values, opportunities for recreation and 
the enjoyment of the coast, including enjoyment of a high tide dry beach by the public 
and public access to and along the coast, while minimising any significant adverse 
effects on the public’s use and enjoyment of the coast. 

 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4 
and 2.9 

 
Explanation 
The coast and beach are highly valued by the community for recreation and scenic 
values. Pedestrian access to and along the coastal marine area is a matter of national 
importance in the RMA and it is becoming more difficult in southern areas as the beach 
can only be accessed for a short time around the low tide. The use of the beach can 
have adverse effects on coastal systems. For example dune plants can be destroyed by 
uncontrolled pedestrian access across dunes. Rules which implement this policy include 
providing esplanade reserves and requiring public access ways as part of subdivision 
and including coastal access routes/ways on District Plan maps. 
 
 
 

Policy 4.6 – Natural coastal processes Reference 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4 and 
2.9 

 
Natural shoreline movement will be accommodated and the resilience of coastal 
communities will be increased by using the best practice coastal management options, 
including some or a combination of the following: 

a) dune management; 
b) inlet management; 
c) engineering measures;  
d) managed retreat;  
e) building and development controls; and 
f) Coastal Hazard Management Areas 

 

 
Explanation 
 
The Kāpiti Coast includes large sections of coast, including urban areas in Ōtaki, Te 
Horo, Peka Peka and Waikanae which have a natural dune system adjacent to the 
beach, However there are significant parts of the coast which are now armoured with 
coastal protection structures. A combination of management techniques will be 
required to retain and restore the natural shoreline functions to parts of the coast. In all 
areas the control of additional development in close proximity to the coast will ensure 
that natural shoreline movements can be accommodated. The coastal hazard 
management areas (which are mapped in the District Plan Natural Hazard maps) are 
areas where development controls will be applied. In addition in rural areas, Peka 
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Peka and Te Horo residential zones restrictive development setbacks are also applied 
to retain the natural character of the beach. 
 
In the areas where dunes are present, these can be enhanced by restoration planting 
(see Policy 4.7 below). The inlets (stream and river mouths) are the most dynamic 
areas on the coast due to the interaction of river and coastal processes. In these areas 
mechanical excavation and river training works can be used to maintain a natural 
function. In the armoured sections of the coast, options are more limited, and removal 
of structures when they fail and managed retreat over time of buildings and 
infrastructure from these areas are likely to be the only ways to achieve a natural 
shoreline.  
 
 

Policy 4.7 Natural Dunes Reference 
 
Natural dune systems will be protected and enhanced, as a buffer for coastal hazard 
effects and enabled to migrate inland in response to shoreline retreat. 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.4 
and 2.9 
 

 
Explanation 
Natural dune systems which have native sand binding plants (spinifex and pingao) can assit 
in buffering against the shorter term effects of periodic storm related coastal erosion. These 
natural dune buffers can recover from this type of erosion and provide a robust buffer to 
development located behind the dunes. The depth of the dune system and the type of 
vegetation present is important to this role.   
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with Policy 3.3 (Protection) and policies in 7.4 
(Rural Character), 9. 5 (Protect Natural buffers) and 9. 6 (Public Open Space). 
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4.2  Coastal Hazard Management Areas  
 
Identification of Coastal Hazards 
 
The Council commissioned a fifty year assessment of erosion hazards in 2005 undertaken 
by Coastal Systems Limited (CSL).  During the course of carrying out this work, the Ministry 
for the Environment (MfE) published guidelines for councils to use in assessing coastal 
hazards recommending, for planning purposes: 
 

 “an assessment of the potential consequences from a range of possible higher sea-
level rises (particularly where impacts are likely to have high consequence or where 
additional future adaptation options are limited).  At the very least, all assessments 
should consider the consequences of a mean sea-level rise of at least 0.8 m relative 
to the 1980–1999 average… For longer planning and decision timeframes where, as 
a result of the particular decision, future adaptation options will be limited, an 
allowance for sea-level rise of 10 mm per year beyond 2100 is recommended (in 
addition to the above recommendation).”   
 

The requirement for the work being undertaken for the Kāpiti Coast brief to CSL was 
updated accordingly.  In 2008 a draft report was received but put on hold pending the 
release of the imminent NZ Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS). 
 
The NZCPS was released in 2010.  Policy 24 of the NZCPS requires that councils identify 
coastal hazards using a one hundred year minimum assessment.  Policy 3 of the NZCPS 
requires Council to adopt a precautionary approach towards proposed activities whose 
effects on the coastal environment are uncertain, unknown, or little understood, but where 
there are potentially significant adverse effects, including the potential vulnerability of 
activities to effects of climate change.  These policy requirements were met by using a figure 
of 0.9 m for sea level rise by 2110 and a worst case scenario in relation to storm activity 
(MfE, 2008; Royal Society of NZ, 2010).   
 
The work undertaken previously to a 50 year timeframe was then updated to include an 
assessment of erosion hazards over a one hundred-year timeframe.  The same 
methodology was used as for the fifty-year assessment.  The final complete report was 
received by the Council in August 2012.  

Two scenarios 
 
The reports envisage two possible scenarios: 
1. Managed scenario:  where existing public sea walls and other protective structures are 

maintained in their current configuration for the next 50 years and existing management 
regimes at river and stream mouths (inlets) are also continued.  

2. Unmanaged scenario:  where either there are no publicly-owned protection measures in 
place in 2012 or management regimes in place in 2012 no longer continue (the sea walls 
fail and are not replaced or the relevant council decides not to continue the river/stream 
mouth management practices). 

The management referred to in the scenario (1) above includes the following work by:  
1. Greater Wellington Regional Council 

a) straightening the channel at the mouths of the Ōtaki and Waikanae Rivers 
and the Waitohu, Mangaone and Waimeha Streams, and the Hadfield 
Drain;  
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b) maintaining engineered structures such as stop banks and guiding walls 
in some locations. 

 
Kāpiti Coast District Council has received confirmation from GWRC that it has no plans 
to change this practice.  

 
2. Kāpiti Coast District Council  

a) management of  some stream mouths on an as-needed basis.   
 

There are budgets in its Long Term Plan 2012 to continue this as-needed management 
of those stream and drain mouths not managed by GWRC for the next 20 years and the 
Council does not intend to change that.  However, this management of stream mouths is 
governed by the GWRC Regional Plan which is currently being reviewed.  This review 
may result in changes to KCDC operations if required by the Regional Plan 
 
Climate change impacts 
 
Climate change is projected to drive an increase in the rate of sea level rise and may 
also result in increased rainfall, increased storm intensity (although effects on frequency 
of storms are unclear), and sediment delivery. Some of these changes, if they eventuate, 
would increase erosion rates and further extend the area at risk from coastal erosion.  In 
areas where accretion is currently occurring, sea level rise may cancel out or even 
reverse this trend. Considerable uncertainty about the timing of climate change effects 
further complicates coastal hazard planning.  

Coastal Hazards Identified 
 
The assessment shows that a change in long-term beach behaviour occurs near the 
“apex” or the cuspate foreland that has formed in the lee of Kāpiti Island (at 
Paraparaumu). Areas immediately south of this apex are relatively stable, while areas 
further to the south are generally undergoing long-term landward retreat (up to 
0.25m/yr). There is a general trend for shoreline accretion (average 0.42m/yr and up to 
1.5m/yr) on northern sections of the coast, from Waikanae to north of Ōtaki.  There is, 
however, uncertainty whether this accretion is a long term (geological) feature or a 
human induced short term (100 years) effect and, if it is human induced, it is unclear 
whether it will be overtaken by sea level rise over time. 
 
Complex and active sediment dynamics drive large-scale shoreline changes near 
estuary entrances. Significant transfers of sand occur, often in episodic pulses, between 
the shorelines and the delta systems at river and stream mouths. Spit or bar breaching 
can also result in dramatic change occurring very quickly.   
 
Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) controls the natural tendency of river and 
stream mouths to migrate up and down the coast through dredging and/or training walls, 
and in doing so limits the extent of shoreline fluctuation in these areas. Shoreline change 
at inlets were examined as part of the work undertaken for the Kāpiti Coast and provided 
future inlet shapes for both managed and unmanaged scenarios. 
 
The work undertaken considered the likely impact of future sea level rise, as an effect of 
climate change, on Kāpiti Coast beaches, and estimated recession of typically 10-17 m 
in 50 years, and 40-60 m over a 100 year timeframe.  

 
Managing Development in Response to Coastal Erosion Hazard 
 
Policy 25 of the NZCPS requires that subdivision, use and development avoid increasing 
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harm from coastal hazards.  Policy 27 requires that in areas of existing development, 
strategies should be developed to explore ways to reduce the risk including managed 
retreat approaches and minimising hard protection structures.  

Policy 28 of the Proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement gives effect to the 
NZCPS by requiring District Councils to avoid subdivision and inappropriate 
development in areas at high risk from natural hazards. This policy has been given effect 
in this District Plan by restricting subdivision, buildings and coastal protection structures 
in areas at risk from coastal erosion. 

Based on the coastal hazard erosion risk assessment received in August 2012, three 
Coastal Hazard Management Areas (CHMA) have been identified in the District Plan 
maps to address the management of development in relation to coastal erosion hazard 
risks. These CHMA sit over the top of the zones (rural dunes, town centre, residential 
and beach residential), and provide more specific development controls in addition to the 
more general zone requirements. These CHMA are: 

 a no-build urban CHMA; 

 a relocateable urban CHMA: and  

 a no-build rural CHMA. 

Where the CHMA provisions conflict with the zone provisions, the CHMA provisions 
prevail. The CHMA provisions apply to the whole parcel in the case of subdivision. In all 
other cases the CHMA provisions apply only to land within that CHMA.  

Managing Effects on Coastal Processes 
 
Policy 26 of the NZCPS promotes the restoration of natural defences, such as dunes 
and coastal vegetation, against hazards.  In many places, these natural dune systems 
currently exist on narrow strips of publicly owned coastal reserve, much of which is at 
risk over the next 50-100 years. Maintenance of a naturally functioning dune buffer is an 
important component for the protection of the coast.  Effect has been given to Policy 26 
by providing for a dune buffer in coastal hazard development setbacks and making 
coastal protection structures a non-complying activity. 
 
Hard protection structures (seawalls) are already affecting coastal processes and human 
values in southern areas of the District through end effects, a loss of a dry beach above 
the mean high water mark, restricted access, and natural character and visual effects.  
In the medium to long term, these impacts will increase in severity and there will be 
further challenges and costs associated with maintaining the structures in the face of 
ongoing erosion trends and climate change. 

Impacts on people and property 
 
Results of recent coastal erosion studies have confirmed that there is a risk to property 
in some areas.  This risk is most severe from Marine Parade to Paekākāriki, and will be 
further exacerbated with the continuation of current shoreline trends.  In the most 
severely affected areas (Raumati South), the entire extent of some beachfront property 
lots lie within the area at risk within the next 50 years.  

Where seawalls exist, the shoreline is often held seaward of its natural location. In these 
areas, some further erosion would occur if structures were damaged or removed. This 
adjustment has been estimated and included in erosion estimates. 

There are also areas of existing residential development that would be at risk from inlet 
migration if current inlet management is not maintained.  This potential effect is particularly 
felt on the south-western side of Waikanae River inlet. With current inlet management 
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long-term sea level rise effects.
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4.2.1 Policies 
 

Policy 4.8 – Coastal hazard risk management Reference 
 
The location of buildings and infrastructure in the coastal hazard management areas will 
be managed to minimise the risk of coastal hazard effects. This will include retreat of 
buildings and activities from areas where hard coastal protection structures fail or are no 
longer able to be sustainably managed. 

Objectives 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy will be implemented over the long term (up to 50 years and beyond). The 
long term viability of existing hard protection structures is limited and a natural shoreline 
will need to be re-established when or before they fail.  The Council is working with 
community groups in areas where public coastal protection structures are holding the 
shoreline landward of a natural shoreline. In these areas the coastal hazard risk 
assessment has identified that if seawalls fail there could be significant erosion of 
properties within 50 years.  
 
Policy 4.9 – Hard protection structures Reference 
 
The use of hard protection structures will be actively discouraged by: 

a) avoiding any new protection structures on public land;  
b) requiring the development of strategies for public and private land to reduce and 

ultimately over time eliminate the reliance on hard protection structures; 
c) avoiding new development where no specific planning strategy has been 

developed for areas where there are existing public hard coastal protection 
structures; and 

d) ensuring the costs and benefits of maintaining any public hard coastal protection 
structures are affordable in light of long-term shoreline trends and climate 
change impacts on sea level rise and increased storms. 
 

Objectives 

 

 
Explanation 
Hard protection structures currently exist in the southern parts of the District. These 
structures will be maintained at current height and locations to protect public land and 
assets as long as this is cost effective. It is important to note that maintenance does not 
include extension in height or length and may not include replacement in the event of 
catastrophic failure of structures. These structures will not be increased in length or 
height to address sea level rise and will eventually become ineffective and need to be 
removed. Some existing structures, such as timber seawalls in Paekākāriki and Raumati 
are at the end of their design life and may need replacing with new sections or 
alternative designs of a similar scale and strength to continue to maintain a structure 
with the existing level of protection to properties and infrastructure in the short term. 
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Policy 4.10 – Coastal Hazard Management Areas (CHMA) Reference 

Objectives 
2.5 

 

 
The extent of the three Coastal Hazard Management Areas are identified on the District 
Plan Maps to enable development in these areas to be managed to avoid exacerbating  
coastal erosion hazard risks. The Coastal Hazard Management areas are: 

a) No-build urban Coastal Hazard Management Area (no build urban CHMA); 
b) Relocatable build urban Coastal Hazards Management Area (relocatable build 

urban CHMA); and 
c) No-build rural Coastal Hazard Management Area (No-build rural CHMA). 

 

 
 
Explanation 
The no-build rural and the relocatable build urban coastal hazard management areas are 
based on a projected shoreline using a 100 year projection in accordance with the 
criteria in the NZCPS for assessing coastal risk. Note: the areas which lie between the 
projected 50 year managed coastal erosion hazard and the 100 year unmanaged 
projected coastal erosion hazard within the inlets areas have been included in the 
relocatable build urban CHMA.  This is because while the Greater Wellington Regional 
Council has signalled its intention to continue with river and stream management works 
in the foreseeable future there is nonetheless a risk that this might change at some 
point.   
 
The no-build urban area is based on a 50 year projected shoreline. The 50 year 
assessment has been used in urban areas to recognise the significant amount of 
development in these locations, and a relocatable build area is proposed to minimise risk 
from additional development in the longer (beyond 50 years) term. The coastal hazard 
risk information and consequential development controls will be updated through plan 
changes when new information about the timing and extent of areas at risk from hazards 
is available for the District. 
 

Policy 4.11 – Land use and subdivision in all CHMA Reference 

Objectives 
2.5,  

 

 
Subdivision and land uses in the Coastal Hazard Management Areas will be managed to: 

a) avoid exacerbating existing level of risk exposure in all CHMA by ensuring any 
new built development is located landward of the no-build CHMA and any existing 
development within the no build CHMA does not increase in scale or intensity; 

b) proactively promote a reduction of risk within the no-build urban CHMA; 
c) recognise long-term risk in the relocatable build urban and no-build rural CHMA; 
d) progressively reduce risk by requiring adaptation strategies over time; 
e) encouraging reliance on natural dune protection and progressively reducing 

reliance on hard protection works. 

 

 
Explanation 
There is some uncertainty about how quickly the shoreline will move inland, and how 
soon current shoreline protection structures will become unsustainable. There is a need 
to ensure that no additional lots are created which are likely to be affected by the 
projected erosion risk using the 100 year assessment required by the NZCPS 2010. 
 
The council is working with the community to adapt to the increasing risks of climate 
related hazards. This discussion will need to consider a range of options for the most 
hazard prone areas in the long term, which may include managed retreat. A managed 
retreat could involve reconsidering the layout and access arrangements for coastal 
areas where public roads are likely to be eroded, or reconfiguration of stormwater, water 
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and sewer mains to minimise the risk to sanitation infrastructure from erosion or 
inundation.  
 
Policy 4.12– No build urban CHMA Reference 

Objectives 
2.5 

 
Subdivision and development, including changes in the scale and intensity of use,  in the 
no build urban CHMA will be managed to: 

a) avoid any increase in the exposure to hazard risk, including by avoiding any new 
buildings and any increase in the existing scale and intensity of development 
within this area; 

b) progressively reduce risk exposure over time; and 
c) encourage reliance on natural dune protection and progressively reduce reliance 

on existing hard protection works 

 

 
Explanation 
The no build urban area is based on the area at risk from coastal erosion within the next 
50 years,. This CHMA is based on a 50 year unmanaged assessment for open coast 
areas and a 50 year managed scenario for inlets with a dune restoration buffer of 15m, 
landward of the area identified as at risk. This policy will be implemented by rules 
prohibiting new buildings and restricting coastal protection structures and additions to 
existing buildings.   

 
 

Policy 4.13 – Relocatable build urban CHMA Reference 
 
The relocatable build urban CHMA will be managed to ensure that the current level of 
hazard risk is not exacerbated by inappropriate subdivision and development, and to 
recognise that over time buildings and infrastructure may need to be relocated landward 
of the area. 

Objectives 
2.5 and 2.4 

 

 
Explanation 
The relocatable build urban Coastal Hazard Management Area includes the area of 
urban land which is potentially at risk from coastal hazards using a 100 year risk 
assessment, consistent with the NZCPS 2010. This area sits landward of the no-build 
urban CHMA. It is important to ensure that development is able to be relocated if or 
when erosion occurs that threatens the buildings in this area, to minimise the property 
damage and prevent loss of life as a result of coastal erosion risks. This policy will be 
implemented by rules which restrict subdivision but allow development, including 
additions to existing buildings, that is able to be relocated if it is threatened by erosion.   
 
 
Policy 4.14 – No build rural CHMA Reference 

 
Future risk from coastal hazards will be avoided by ensuring any new built development, 
and new rural lots created as a result of subdivision, are located landward of and outside 
the no build rural CHMA, and any existing development within the area does not increase 
in scale or intensity. 

Objectives 
2.5 and 2.4 

 

 
Explanation 
The no build rural CHMA includes the area of rural land which is potentially at risk from 
coastal hazards using a 100 year risk assessment, consistent with the NZCPS 2010. It is 
important to ensure that development is minimised in this area to avoid exposing more 
households to coastal erosion risks.  There is no relocatable build area in the rural and 
open space environments because there are very few buildings currently in these areas 
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and a no –build provision will ensure that any additional development is located to avoid 
this hazard. 

 

Policy 4.16 – Adaptation Reference 
An adaptation strategy will be developed by Council in the no build urban CHMA,  where 
coastal protection structures currently protect properties, to progressively reduce the 
current exposure to coastal erosion hazard risks, and to recognise that over time 
buildings and infrastructure may need to be relocated landward of the area.  

Objectives 
2.5 and 2.8 

 
 
Explanation 
The long term nature of the assessments of coastal hazard risk means that many 
properties which have been identified as being partly (or entirely) within a no-build urban 
CHMA, especially in areas where coastal protection structures currently hold the 
shoreline landward of where a natural, or unmanaged coastline would be, may not 
experience erosion for 10-30 years as the existing protection structures are expected to 
last for up to 30 years. However, allowing significant additions and alterations to the 
buildings in these areas would be likely to lead to an expectation of continued and 
increased protection for these properties, which is considered to be unsustainable, both 
in terms of cost and effects on natural systems. In these areas, scenario based planning 
to adapt to the effects of climate change may be appropriate to consider. 
 
The Council proposes to lead the development of adaptation strategies for these specific 
communities, and that once a strategy is adopted, additions and works that form part of 
that strategy will be enabled by the District Plan. 
 
It is important to ensure that strategies are adopted by the Council and the affected 
property owners have significant involvement in the development of the strategies. The 
strategy may, for example, set out a procedure and timing for  the relocation of 
infrastructure inland when it is due for renewal to enable natural processes to be re-
established.  
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4.2 Rules and Standards  

 
Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District 
Plan. Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted 
Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and 
Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Coastal Environment        
Subdivision in the Coastal Environment 
(outside Coastal Hazard Management Area 
(CHMA)) which meets standards  

Zone 
rules 

 ● ●    

Subdivision in the Coastal Environment 
(outside CHMA) which does not meet 
standards 

Zone 
rules 

    ●  

Subdivision of land which includes areas of 
high natural character –which meets 
standards 

4A.3.3   ●    

Subdivision of land which includes areas of 
high natural character –which does not 
meet standards 

4A.5.1     ●  

Buildings and earthworks on land identified 
as areas of high natural character – which 
meets standards 

4A.3.3   ●    

Buildings and earthworks on land identified 
as areas of high natural character – which 
does not meet standards 

4A.5.4     ●  

Buildings and earthworks in the coastal 
environment where activities are not in 
areas of high natural character - which 
meet standards. 

4A.1.1 ●      

Buildings and earthworks in the coastal 
environment where activities are not in 
areas of high natural character - which do 
not meet standards. 

4A.4.1    ●   

Coastal Hazard Management Areas Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Rennovation of existing buildings and 
structures in the No Build CHMA 

4A.1.1 
 

●      

Subdivision within the entire CHMA 4A.6.2      ● 
New Buildings, and more than minor 
additions within the no build rural CHMA 
and no build urban CHMA 

4A.6.1      ● 

Minor additions to buildings in no-build 
urban CHMA which does not have 
adaptation strategy  

4A.5.1     ●  

Minor additions to buildings in no-build 
urban CHMA which are consistent with  
adaptation strategy 

4A.4    ●   

Coastal protection structures in no build 
urban CHMA 

4A.5.3     ●  

Relocatable buildings and additions which 
meet standards in relocatable build urban 
CHMA  

4A.2.3  ●     
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Coastal Environment        
Minor additions to non relocatable buildings 
in the relocatable build urban CHMA which 
meet standards 

4A.3.2   ●    

Limited types of structures within the no 
build rural CHMA and no build urban 
CHMA which meet standards 

4A.1.2 ●      

Earthworks in dunes which meets 
standards within the no build rural CHMA 
and no build urban CHMA 

4A.2.2  ●     

Earthworks in dunes which does not meet 
standards within the no build rural CHMA 
and no build urban CHMA 

4A.4.2    ●   

New and replacement infrastructure within 
the no build rural and no build urban CHMA 

4A.4.2    ●   

New and replacement infrastructure within 
the relocatable build urban CHMA 

4A.2.4  ●     

Maintenance of existing infrastructure 
within the no build rural CHMA  

4A.1.2 ●      

Removal of buildings and structures in no 
build urban CHMA 

4A.1.2 ●      

Natural Hazards Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision or development if 2 or more 
high risk hazards apply to a site and all 
standards are met 

7A.3.   ●   ● 

Natural Environment Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Removal of native vegetation 3A ●  ●    
Network Utilities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Development new network utilities 11 ●  ●  ●  
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Rules and Standards Table (general) 
 
Rule 4A.0. Applicability of Rules 4A.1 – 4A.5 
 
Rules 4A.1 to 4A.5 shall apply to all land within the coastal environment to activities in any Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 4A.1 to 4A.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone; and 

[b]      in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 
Heritage items.  

 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed below. 
Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1) 
 
Rule 4A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with the corresponding permitted standards and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 3A.1, 3B.1, 9D.1, 9E.1, 9F.1, 11A – XX.1, and 12A.1, 12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 unless otherwise specifically 
stated and are not otherwise listed as a controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying activity in this chapter.  
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Minor additions to existing 

Buildings (prior to November 
2012) and structures which are 
in the relocatable build urban 
CHMA. 

 

1. Building bulk and location shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the underlying 
zone 

2. Additions not exceeding 10m2 or 10% of the gross floor area, whichever is lesser, to existing 
(Prior to November 2012) non-relocatable buildings. 

 

Objective 2.5 
Policies  

2. Within the no build rural and 
urban CHMA : 
a) Safety signage/structures 
b) Fencing for dune planting 

protection 
c) Public access structures 

that connect to public land 
d) Planting of locally 

1. Signs shall not exceed the permitted activity standards for signs in the open space 
conservation and scenic zone. 

 
2. Planting and fencing shall not prevent use of public accessways. 
 
3. Public accessway structures shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the 

requirements of the open space zones and health and safety requirements in NZS4404. 
 

 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [4.18] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan    Coastal Environment 

indigenous species 
e) Planting of exotic garden 

and lawn plants 
f) Maintenance of existing 

stormwater and stream 
control structures (i.e. 
existing as of November 
2012) 

g) Garden edging, steps and 
access structures with a 
total height less than 0.8m 
with a maximum horizontal 
dimension of 5m 

 

4. Any fencing adjacent to pedestrian accessways shall allow unobstructed views of the 
pedestrian accessway from adjacent areas and shall not exceed the permitted activity 
standards for fencing adjacent to open spaces. 

 
5. Planting of garden plants which are not locally indigenous vegetation is limited to land which is 

a minimum of 20m from the coastal marine area at the time of planting. 
 

3. Renovation of buildings in the 
no build urban and no build 
rural CHMA 

1. Building bulk and location shall comply with the permitted activities for the underlying zone 
 
2. The footprint of the building and gross floor area shall not increase as a result of the 

renovations 
 

 

4. The removal of buildings and 
structures in the no build urban 
and no build rural CHMA 

1. Building removal shall comply with the hours of operation and noise standards of the 
underlying zone. 

 
Note: Work may require a building consent for demolition 
 

 

 
 
 
4A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, in relation to the coastal environment provided the controlled activity standards are complied 
with 
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Building and earthworks which 
are: 
a) not in a CHMA  
b) listed as a controlled 

1. Separation of a minimum of 20m from the 
Coastal Marine Area for all buildings and 
earthworks which exceed the permitted 
activity standards for the zone and are not 

1. The matters in the zone standards 
 

2. Scale and location of activities 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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activity in the zone  
c) not on a sensitive natural 

feature 

associated with coastal dune restoration. 
 

3. Visibility of activities from the beach 
 

4. Effects on natural character 
 

5. Effects on natural coastal processes 
 

6. Natural hazard risks 
 

1. Earthworks and vegetation 
clearance on dunes 
undertaken for the purpose of 
dune restoration and the 
associated removal of non-
native plant species within the 
100 yr rural CHMA. 

 
(NB: in some instances a consent 
may also be required from the 
GWRC) 

1. The finished foredune slope shall be no 
greater than 15 degrees. 

 
2. Only non-indigenous species shall be  

permanently removed from the site. 
 
3. Indigenous plants shall be relocated and 

replanted within 20m of their original location 
prior to earthworks being undertaken. 

 
4. A maximum of 100m3 of earthworks can be 

undertaken in any 12 month period 
 
5. No open earthwork areas shall emit dust  
 
6. Public access to and along the beach shall be 

maintained  
 

1. Method and timing of dune works 
 

2. Extent of any impact on immediately 
neighbouring areas 
 

3. Timing of replanting and species to be 
used 
 

4. Visual and amenity effects 
 

5. Dust control measures 
 
 
 

Obj: A, B 
Pol: X, Y, Z 

2. Relocatable Buildings 
Buildings within the relocatable 
build CHMA, which are 
capable of relocation.  
 
Note Section 72 of the Building 
Act 2004 may be applied for 
new and relocated buildings in 
areas subject to coastal 
erosion or flooding to 
indemnify Council against 
possible damages. 

1. Building bulk and location shall comply with 
permitted activities for the underlying zone 

 
2. No part of the proposed buildings shall extend 

into the no build urban CHMA 
 
3. Additions greater than 10m2 or 10% of the 

gross floor area to existing (Prior to November 
2012) non-relocatable buildings where the 
addition is relocatable. 

 
4. Relocation plan certified by a suitably qualified 

1. Consistency with permitted activity 
standards for the zone 

 
2. Ability to relocate the building safely and 

quickly and adequacy of relocation design 
features 

 
3. Access route for relocation  
 
4. Building floor levels 
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 person shall be provided and shall include a 
route and method for relocating the building. 

 

 

3. New and replacement 
infrastructure and network 
utilities within the relocatable 
Build CHMA 

 
Note: Coastal protection structures 
are not included in this rule 

1. The infrastructure shall be located as far 
landward as possible 

 
2. All new infrastructure (including public roads) 

and network utilities shall be installed 
perpendicular to the coast line  

 

1. Design and location of infrastructure and 
ability to withstand potential coastal 
hazards 

2. Necessity for the infrastructure 
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4A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, in relation to the coastal environment provided that they comply with restricted 
discretionary activity standards  
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Buildings, structures and 
earthworks on land in the 
coastal environment which has 
been identified as having high 
natural character in District 
Plan Maps where they are not 
located in a CHMA. 

1. Building or structure shall be ancillary to a 
permitted use in the zone (eg dwellings and 
accessory buildings in residential zone) 

 
2. Height and yard requirements for each zone 

apply 
 
3. Earthworks shall not exceed 20m3  or alter the 

ground by a vertical distance of more than 1m 
 

1. scale, location and design of buildings or 
structures and/or earthworks 

 
2. Effects on natural character values 

and/or natural coastal processes 
 
3. Landscaping 
 
4. Earthworks 
 
5. Extent of buffers 
 
6. Visibility of activities from the beach 
 
7. Effects on and of natural hazard risks 

 

 

2. Subdivision of land in the 
coastal environment which 
includes areas of high natural 
character in District Plan Maps 
where it is not located within a 
CHMA 

1. No lots shall be created wholly on land 
identified as having high natural character 

 
2. No build and no earthworks buffer with a 

minimum width of 5m around the area of high 
natural character 

 
3. All zone lot areas and other subdivision 

requirements are met 
 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
including earthworks,  

 
2. The degree of compliance with the 

Kāpiti Coast District Council Subdivision 
and Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan. 

 
4. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 and 220 
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of the Resource Management Act. 
 

5. Vehicle access points onto legal road 
including the State Highway Network 
and any effects on the transport network 

 
6. The location of any building site relative 

to the natural hazards, heritage features 
and sensitive natural features 

 
1. Adequacy of protection and restoration of 

natural features and areas 
3. Subdivision of land adjacent to 

the coast or a coastal 
esplanade where it is not 
located within a CHMA 

1. Layout shall provide public access from a legal 
road to the beach or esplanade unless there is 
a public road or pedestrian accessway to the 
beach within 50m of the site in urban areas or 
100m in rural (non-urban areas) 

 
2. All minimum lot areas and other subdivision 

requirements of the underlying zone are met 
 

1. Layout and design 
 
2. Public access to and along the coast 

 
3. Protection of areas of indigenous 

vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna 

 

1. Minor additions to existing non 
relocatable buildings (built 
prior to November 2012) 
buildings which are not 
designed to be relocatable 

1. Additions greater than 10m2 or 10% of the 
gross floor area to existing (prior to November 
2012) non-relocatable buildings where the 
addition is not designed to be relocatable. 

1. Coastal hazard risks 
 
2. Public safety  
 
3. Design and location of new building works 
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4A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. All activities in the CHMA 

which are not listed as 
RESTRICTED 
DISCRETIONARY, NON-
COMPLYING or PROHIBITED 
and all other activities which 
do not comply with one or 
more of the permitted activity 
or controlled activity 
standards. 

 

1. Consistency with Policies 4.3, 4.5  4.6 and 4.7 
 

2. The matters listed in Policy 4.4 
 

3. Consistency with policies 3.2 , 3.7, 3.8, 3.10, 3.18 and 3.23 
 

4. Consistency with policy 9.2 and 9.4 

 

1. Earthworks and vegetation 
disturbance or clearance on 
dunes that does not meet the 
conditions of the above 
controlled rule 4B.2.1 

 
(NB: in some instances a consent 
may also be required from the 
GWRC) 

1. Consistency with Policies 4.3, 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7 
 
2. Consideration of the following issues:  

a) Reason for the works proposed 

b) Method and timing of dune earthworks 

c) Extent of any impact on immediately neighbouring areas 

d) The timing of replanting 

e) Whether species proposed to be used will enhance or restore natural character  

f) Whether the final shape and slope of the dune is natural in appearance 
 

 

2. Minor Additions to buildings 
not exceeding 10m2 or 5% 
increase in gross floor area) to 
buildings in the no-build urban 
CHMA where there is an 
adaptation strategy for that 
property  

1. Consistency with Policy 4.8 and Policy 4.14 
 
2. The matters listed in Policy 4.13 
 
3. Consistency with Policies 9.2, 9.3 and 9.4 
 

 

4. New and replacement 3. The location of the infrastructure including being as far landward as possible and being  
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infrastructure and network 
utilities within the no Build 
CHMA 

 
Note: Coastal protection structures 
are not included in this rule 

installed perpendicular to the coast line  
3. Design and location of infrastructure and ability to withstand potential coastal hazards 
4. Necessity for the infrastructure 
  
 

 
 
4A.5  Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 

1. Subdivision of land which 
has an area of high 
natural character where 
the subdivision exceeds 
one or more of the 
restricted discretionary 
standards in rule 4A.3.2 

1. Consistency with Policies 4.3, 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7 
 
2. The matters listed in Policy 4.4 

 

2. Minor additions  to 
buildings (not exceeding 
10m2 or 5% increase in 
gross floor area)  to 
buildings in the no build 
urban CHMA where there 
is not an agreed 
adaptation strategy 

1. Consistency with Policies 4.13 and 4.14 
 
2. The matters listed in Policy 4.16 
 
3. Consistency with Policies 9.2, 9.3 and 9.4 

 

3. Coastal protection 
structures in the no build 
urban and no build rural 
CHMA.  

 
Note: Garden edging, steps and 

access structures with a height 
less than 0.8m with a 
maximum horizontal 
dimension of 5m are excluded 

1. Consistency with Policies 4.9 and 4.12 
 
2. Consistency with Policies 9.2, 9.3 and 9.4 
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from this rule (see rule 
4B.1.2.g) 
4. Buildings, structures and 

earthworks on land in the 
coastal environment which 
has been identified as 
having high natural 
character in District Plan 
Maps where they are not 
located in a CHMA which 
do not comply with one or 
more of the permitted 
activity or restricted 
discretionary activity 
standards. 

 
1 The matters listed in Policy 4.3 
 
 

 

 
 

4B.5  Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are prohibited activities. 
 
Prohibited Activities  Ref. 
1. The erection of any new building or coastal protection structure  in the no build urban and rural CHMA 
 

 

2. Subdivision of land in any of the no build or relocatable build CHMA to create additional lots for residential, rural or business activities 
in a CHMA. For the avoidance of doubt open space or infrastructure lots can be created on land within a CHMA and the remainder of 
a parent lot (outside the CHMA) can be subdivided under the relevant zone rules and land in the CHMA can be included in 
calculating minimum or average lot  sizes. 
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4.3 schedules 
Areas of high natural character (green) and the extent of the coastal environment (blue) 
are shown in the map below. This information is also included in more detail in the Natural 
Features maps in Volume 2. 

 

 
Map of the extent of the Coastal Environment (blue) and areas of High Natural Character 
(green) 
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5 Living Environment 
 
This chapter primarily implements five Objectives – 2.1 (Tangata Whenua), 2.3 
(Development Management), 2.11 (Character and Amenity), 2.12 (Housing Choice 
and Affordability), and 2.19 (Urban Design) – as set out in Chapter 2. The following 
objectives are also relevant to resource management issues in the Living 
Environment: 
 
 2.2  (Ecology and Biodiversity) 
 2.4 (Coastal Environment) 
 2.13 (Infrastructure and Services) and 
 2.15 (Incentives) 

 
 

Introduction 
The living environment of the Kāpiti Coast includes the urban areas where residential 
activities are the primary activity (i.e. the Living Zones) and other areas where residential 
activities are undertaken in conjunction with other activities, such as in town centres and 
rural environments. The living environment primarily has a low density and detached built 
form throughout the District, however there are specific areas where there are other built 
residential forms including higher density and non-traditional (i.e. shared housing) 
residential development. 
 
The urban form of the District comprises a series of small beach and inland settlements 
which have over time expanded and become interlinked.  The layout and features of the 
living environment still retain qualities that are reminiscent of small communities, and the 
environmental nuisance levels within the living environment are generally low.  While the 
rate of in-migration and new households is expected to slow over the next few decades, 
there will continue to be significant growth pressures.  This will, in turn, require continual 
management of new residential development (including changes to existing residential 
areas) to ensure that new growth contributes positively to the overall character and 
amenity of the District. 
 
Residential activities are the primary land use within the living environment.  There is an 
ongoing need to manage other land use activities that produce effects which detract from 
the quality living environment or, through their presence in the living environment, detract 
from the functionality of other environments (i.e. the working environment). A high level of 
residential amenity and a low level of nuisance is sought within the living environment for 
residents and within the streetscape and public realm.  There are some land uses (for 
example, churches, dairies, and community facilities) that are able to co-exist with 
residential activities and that contribute to a walkable, high-amenity, resilient local 
community, which need to be enabled in appropriate circumstances. 
 
The following issues are covered in this chapter: 

- housing choice 
- residential amenity 
- local character 
- management of development densities 
- non-residential activities in the living environment 
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The chapter is split into two component parts, comprising:  
- District-wide provisions (policies only) that relate to residential activities occurring 

across the District; and  
- provisions relating specifically to the four living zones.  

 
Rules and standards relating to residential activities in other zones are located in the 
relevant chapters (i.e. the rural environment).   
 
Many sites in the living environment are characterised by special features as shown on 
the planning maps. Chapters relating to special features (i.e. Natural hazards, historic 
heritage and natural environment) also contain relevant provisions applying to the living 
environment. 
 
 
Implementation of the Living Environment Chapter 
The Council will take a leadership role in maintaining a high amenity and varied living 
environment in Kāpiti; however, landowners, other public organisations, private entities, 
developers and individuals also play important roles in the provision, development and 
maintenance of the living environment.  The need for new and extended living 
environments is directly linked with population and employment growth and development 
in the District; accordingly, publicly and privately initiated development must be 
undertaken in a manner that achieves the relevant objectives for the living environment.  
The following policies are the primary means by which all of these stakeholders are to 
implement those relevant objectives. 
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5.1 District-Wide Provisions 
The following policies are applicable across all zones and areas in the District.  These 
include macro-level policies to manage the growth of residential areas across the District 
as a whole, as well as more specialised policies to manage particular types of housing 
(like papakainga).  The more targeted policies relating to managing subdivision, use and 
development in the District’s residential zones are provided in section 5.2. 
 
 

5.1.1 Policies 
 

Policy 5.1 – Growth Management Ref. 

New urban development for residential use will be only located within existing 
urban areas and identified growth areas, and will be undertaken in a manner 
which:  

a) supports the District’s consolidated urban form; 
b) maintains the integrity of the urban edge north of Waikanae and Otaki;  
c) manages residential densities by:  

i) enabling medium density housing and focused infill housing in identified 
areas that are close to centres, public open spaces, and public transport 
nodes; 

ii) retaining a predominantly low residential density in the wider Residential 
Zone; 

iii) avoiding any significant adverse effects of subdivision and development 
in special character areas (as identified in Policy 5.23); 

d) avoids urban expansion that would compromise the distinctiveness of 
existing settlements and unique character values in the rural environment 
between and around settlements; 

e) can be sustained within and makes efficient use of existing capacity of public 
services and strategic infrastructure; and 

f) promotes the efficient use of energy and water. 
  

 

 
Explanation 
The Council’s Development Management Strategy (2007) promotes a consolidated urban 
form as the optimum way to sustainably manage urban growth in the District, including the 
use of an urban edge to spatial limit urban expansion.  In a broad sense, this approach 
envisages that Kāpiti’s urban environment will be contained within existing urban areas 
and a limited number of identified growth areas (which includes land to be released for 
urban development in the future).   
 
This consolidated form provides opportunities to optimise the efficient integration of urban 
land use with necessary infrastructure in a manner that maintains the District’s valued 
character.  This includes locating higher-density residential developments in close 
proximity to (or within) Centres, and retaining a more traditional low density form in the 
balance of the residential environment.   
 
This mixed density approach provides for a range of housing types, and in turn enables a 
broader range of housing preferences to be met, including more affordable housing 
opportunities.  Development densities which are poorly located with respect to their 
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context may lead to reductions in amenity or make inefficient use of infrastructure 
networks.  Such development should be avoided.    
 
As part of its growth management responsibilities, the Council monitors the availability of 
land for residential (and other) development along with projected population demand.  At 
the same time, Council has invested in strategic infrastructure to service existing and 
future populations in a sustainable manner.  Unplanned urban development that 
overloads infrastructure capacity, or that makes operation and maintenance of 
infrastructure facilities more costly than under a more integrated growth model should be 
avoided. 
 
Refer to the growth management policies in other chapters for further direction on growth 
management. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.2 – Future Urban Structure Plan Areas Ref. 

In all areas shown as Future Urban Development Zones on the planning maps, 
subdivision and development will be undertaken in accordance with an approved 
structure plan. 

 

 
Explanation 
The Council has developed a long term growth management strategy (DMS 2007) which 
includes land north of Waikanae and Otaki as suitable for future urban use.  Though 
urban development of all of these areas may not be desirable in the short-term, there is a 
need to ensure that any subdivision and development of the area in the interim period 
does not jeopardise the long-term potential of the area to be urbanised.  To this end, 
Policy 5.2 works in conjunction with Policy 7.19 (and supporting rules and methods) in the 
Rural Environment Chapter.   
 
Once the areas are required for urban use, they are required to undergo a structure plan 
preparation and approval process.  Following adoption of these comprehensive plans, 
subsequent develop in these areas will be undertaken in accordance with the approved 
structure plans to ensure a positive transition from rural to urban use. 
 
 
 
Policy 5.3 – Housing Choice Ref. 

An increased mix of housing forms and types will be encouraged within the living 
environment to cater for changing demographics while maintaining high amenity 
values. This will include provision for: 

a) smaller household sizes, including 1 and 2 bedroom household units; 
b) housing for older persons; 
c) supported living accommodation; 
d) papakāinga; 
e) shared and group accommodation;  
f) minor flats; and 
g) a range of allotment sizes and land tenure arrangements to facilitate these 

typologies. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Kapiti has a relatively limited range of housing stock, which is currently not sufficient to 
meet the projected needs of the District’s future demographic profile. The provision of a 
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range of different housing types is important for achieving housing choice and 
affordability.   
 
The distribution of residential densities within the Living Environment should ensure 
housing types are appropriate for their setting to provide sufficient on-site amenity and to 
preserve amenity for neighbouring areas.  This is particularly important when a given area 
has a range of densities and housing types, requiring careful planning and design to 
ensure compatibility and maintenance of a high amenity environment.  On-site amenity is 
dependant on building design and dimensions, the scale of site coverage, yard setbacks, 
private outdoor living courts and other elements. 
 
As lot size is a key determinant of housing size, the subdivision stage of development is 
an equally important factor in enabling a range of housing types in the District.   
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.4 – Managing Intensification Ref. 

Residential intensification will be managed to ensure that it does not adversely 
affect local amenity and character, including through achievement of the following 
principles: 

a) development will complement the existing environment in terms of retaining 
landforms, yard setbacks and relationship to the street; and 

b) building bulk and scale will be managed through architectural detailing. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The intensification of the existing living environment and in centres can provide for a 
range of housing types to meet the varied housing needs of the community. Where 
undertaken in appropriate locations, more intensive development – including medium 
density housing and focused infill development – can also improve efficiencies in public 
investment in necessary infrastructure.  Accordingly, more intensive housing has been 
provided for in identified areas throughout the District. 
 
Notwithstanding this, higher density residential activities have the potential to adversely 
affect the level of amenity of a given residential environment, including on the actual site 
in which the intensification is located.  In many instances, amenity effects can be 
managed through thoughtful design and consideration of the surrounding context for a 
given development. 
 
Intensification, by nature, entails a change in character to an area; however, this does not 
necessarily mean that more intensive development will equate to incompatibility with, or a 
lack of sympathy to, the surrounding character for a given neighbourhood.  This policy 
seeks to manage the intensification process to provide for intensification in identified 
areas, whilst ensuring it is well designed and well integrated into the surrounding 
environment. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.5 – Residential Density Ref. 

The density of subdivision and development will be managed through an area-
specific approach to achieve an appropriate range of housing types across the 
District as set out below: 

a) the highest densities, including apartments as part of mixed use, will be 
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located within in and in immediate proximity to identified Centres; 
b) medium density housing will be provided for limited to specific areas within 

walking distance of identified centres; 
c) focused infill will be encouraged in specific areas where there is good access 

to shops and services; 
d) traditional low density residential subdivision will be allowed within the wider 

residential area, except in identified special character areas (as set out in 
Policy 5.23) and low density areas; 

e) overall existing low densities will be maintained in special character areas (as 
set out in Policy 5.23); 

f) especially low densities will be applied in identified “Low Density Areas” 
(shown on the planning map) as transitions between rural and urban 
environments; and 

g) in areas where infrastructure constraints exist (such as water or wastewater), 
densities will be in proportion to those constraints. 

 
 
Explanation 
In many parts of Kāpiti’s living environment, the density of residential development is a 
key determinant of a given area’s character.  A level of consistency in residential density 
can contribute positively to a high amenity living environment.   
 
The density of residential development is primarily determined at subdivision stage, and 
managing adverse effects associated with development density is most effectively 
addressed at subdivision. Density is further controlled through household unit controls, 
site coverage and yard setbacks. 
 
Generally, the range of residential densities in Kapiti is transitional, from the highest 
densities located in and around Centres, blending into more traditional low density 
suburban areas. The wider suburban areas ultimately adjoin the District’s rural areas, 
often with a low density precinct providing a transition between these areas.   
 
Low density areas include: Otaki and Paraparaumu Low Density Precincts, Pekawy, 
Ferndale, Panorama Drive Precinct, Manu Grove Low Density Precinct, and Peka Peka 
North.  The Waikanae Garden Precinct is also characterised by a slightly lower density 
than the general residential area.  In many cases, the low density nature of the above 
areas is not only a product of their transitional nature between urban and rural areas, but 
also due to the high natural character or ecological values of the areas and/or due to 
physical constraints that otherwise preclude higher densities being able to be sustained 
there. 
 
Paekakariki and Te Horo are other examples where the amount of development that can 
be sustained there is limited due to existing constraints on necessary infrastructure.  In 
these areas, development intensity which exceeds these constraints will be avoided. 
 
 
 
Policy 5.6 – Residential activities in the Working Environment Ref. 

Mixed use development, including residential activities, will be enabled in centres 
to enhance the viability and vitality of the centre where a high level of amenity for 
residents, businesses and visitors is achieved in accordance with the following 
principles: 

a) a streetscape character with active ground-floor business activities will be 
developed and maintained; 
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b) residential activities will be designed with adequate private outdoor space 
and to minimise nuisance effects from business activities; 

c) commercial and residential entries will be clearly separated and distinguished 
with residential entries provided directly from the public street; and 

d) on-site parking loading and access is provided away from the street. 
 
 
Explanation 
Mixed use environments can be vibrant and high amenity places to live and work. 
Residential activities can ‘activate’ locations that would otherwise ‘shut down’ at the end of 
the working day, increasing the vibrancy of mixed use environments.  This co-location of 
residential and business uses can also enhance the efficient use of existing infrastructure 
capacity in centres.  
 
Despite these potential benefits, there is a potential for conflict between activities in a 
mixed use environment; however, mixed uses can be complementary where designed 
and developed appropriately.  Residences located above shops and other active ground 
floor uses provide good access to shops and provide vibrancy and vitality at night by 
supporting night time activities in larger centres (not neighbourhood shops).  This mix of 
activity also provides potential safety benefits with increased passive surveillance over 
public areas (including roads and footpaths).   
 
Where mixed use development is poorly designed and/or developed, however, this can 
result in relatively low levels of on-site amenity (including from excessive noise, lack of 
private outdoor space and poor solar access) for residents unless there are other high 
amenity features, such as open space or the beach, nearby. 
 
Introducing residential development into Centres should also include consideration of the 
impact this may have on the streetscape character of the area.  Visual interest and 
interaction are important streetscape qualities in Centres which should not be 
compromised by this introduction of residential activities.  Such adverse effects can 
generally be managed or avoided by (for example) locating associated on-site carparking 
to the rear of buildings, retaining active business activities at the ground floor with 
residences located above, and other similar measures.    
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.7 – Residential Buildings Ref. 

A choice in building form will be provided for, while retaining a high degree of 
certainty for neighbours.  The following principles will be applied to achieve a bulk, 
scale, location and design of residential buildings that positively contribute to the 
amenity of the living environment:  

a) buildings will be designed and located to maximise sunlight access, privacy 
and amenity for the site and adjacent lots; 

b) dominating built forms which are out of scale will be avoided; 
c) service areas will be screened, and planting and landscaping will be provided 

for visual interest; 
d) buildings will be designed and located to minimise visual impact, including 

effects on dominant ridgelines and dunes, and other sensitive natural areas; 
e) natural character will be retained; and 
f) appropriate separation distances will be maintained between new and 

existing residential and other buildings. 
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Explanation 
The location, scale and form of residential buildings and structures and manner in which 
development is undertaken make a key contribution to the amenity of the living 
environment.  The purpose of this policy is to ensure new buildings and modifications to 
existing buildings are kept in scale with the amenity and character of the surrounding 
area, whilst still providing for flexibility in terms of housing densities, typologies and 
tenures.  This does not mean that all development is to be the same form or type as 
adjacent existing development, but rather that new or modified housing forms are 
provided for in a manner that is sympathetic to surrounding development.   
 
New development should be equally considerate of natural character (including landform) 
on-site and in the surrounding environment as it is of built character.  This not only 
includes earthworks (i.e. landform modification) associated with the development, but also 
the siting and scale of development within its natural context. 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.8 – Papakāinga Ref. 

Development of papakāinga on Māori land will be provided for where it is of a 
scale, extent and intensity that is determined by the physical characteristics of the 
site, surrounding environment and tikanga Maori.  Development will be undertaken 
in accordance with the following principles: 

a) an appropriate level of residential privacy and amenity for each unit within the 
papakāinga and adjacent properties will be provided for, including via: 
i. sufficient service areas, access and car parking; 
ii. shared open space and private outdoor living courts of a useable size and 

shape; and 
iii. screening where appropriate; 
 

b) the character, amenity, ecological function and productive capabilities of the 
surrounding environment will be maintained by: 
i. not restricting primary production activities on the balance of the site or 

on surrounding sites, where located in a Rural Zone; 
ii. providing for the long term protection of the natural environment; and 
iii. having a scale and appearance which positively relates to the surrounding 

residential character; 
 

c) servicing methods will be suitable for individual site conditions, and where 
possible, use communal infrastructure. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The development of papakāinga is an aspiration for Tangata Whenua and provided for on 
Māori land in the District.  Papakāinga may be associated with an existing marae or 
established in other suitable locations.   
 
Enabling this type of housing is an important of Council’s overall approach to providing for 
a broad range of housing needs; however, as with all other forms of housing, 
development of papakāinga should also be carried out in a manner that provides for the 
character and amenity values on-site and in the surrounding environment. 
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Policy 5.9 – Marae and Associated Activities Ref. 

Development of marae, kohanga reo and similar activities will be provided for in 
the living environment where it is of a scale, character, extent and intensity which 
is determined by the physical characteristics of the site, surrounding environment 
and tikanga Maori, and where any adverse effects and environmental nuisances, 
are either avoided, remedied or mitigated. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Traditionally, Māori regard marae as their principal home and as the place on which all of 
the significant events in the life of the community occur.  The District Plan provides for the 
continued use and development of marae in a manner that provides for amenity and 
character values, including natural character values.  
 
The policy works in conjunction with Policy 11.38 to provide for the relationship of Māori 
and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands and sites, in accordance with 
Section 6 of the RMA. 
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.10 – Medium Density Housing Ref. 

Medium density housing will be provided for in areas identified on the planning 
maps, which are in close proximity to centres, open space, public transport 
networks and existing infrastructure and services with sufficient capacity. Medium 
density housing developments will be designed and developed in a manner which: 

a) is of a suitable and compatible location, height, density, scale, and bulk 
relative to the context, adjacent land uses, streets and reserves;  

b) ensures high quality, high-amenity living conditions in comprehensive and 
coordinated medium density housing developments including appropriate 
private outdoor living areas and landscaping which meet the on-site outdoor 
amenity needs of residents; 

c) is consistent with the principles in the Medium Density Design Guide.  The 
Design Guide will be used as an assessment matter for applications to 
establish new medium density housing or to modify existing medium density 
housing; and 

d) maintains amenity values on, and is sympathetic to, adjacent development 
and existing environments and avoids excessive building dominance, 
including via building height and mass, materials and finishing. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Medium density housing provides for the highest density residential development in Kapiti. 
It contributes a variation in housing choice, and in turn enhances options available to 
people to meet their housing needs (including for smaller households).  This type of 
development provides support to the vitality and viability of centres by increasing the 
intensity of residential activities around centres and increasing the overall catchment size 
of centres. 
 
The key to good medium density housing is getting the right mixture of internal and 
external amenities. Medium density housing needs to be located within an easy five 
minute walk (approximately 400m) of shops, services, public transport nodes, parks and 
other day-to-day amenities for residents. The location of medium density developments is 
critical to achieving a good living environment.  Applications that do not integrate with their 
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environment and/or are incongruous to the point that they will have more-than-minor 
adverse effects on amenity values (both on-site and on neighbouring areas), will not be 
supported.  
 
The Council has taken a ‘no quick fixes’ approach to the management of medium density 
housing within the District. This means that the Council will encourage good design and 
modifications as a part of an application rather than through the imposition of numerous 
‘band-aid’ conditions of consent to help poor designs limp to approval. Central to this view 
is that the best outcomes are those that are integrated and well-designed from a project’s 
inception and based on positive, good-faith relationships between Council and 
developers, rather than those that are tied to a bottom-line standard. 
 
The use of design principles at the early stages of planning for medium density housing is 
an important part of the design process, including those methods and principles utilised to 
minimise the effects of medium density housing on freshwater and coastal values. Such 
methods may include the use of clustering, re-vegetation, permeable surfacing, sensitive 
building materials and wetland development 
 
Best practice medium density housing design and aesthetics can be achieved through the 
use of the Medium Density Design Guide (Appendix XX) and involvement of the Council’s 
Design and Review Team prior to lodgement of plans. 
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5.2 Zone-specific Provisions 
The following policies and rules are applicable to the Residential, Beach Residential, 
Ngarara and Waikanae North Development Zones.  Some of the provisions are applicable 
across all of these zones, while others are confined to specific identified areas.   
 
Collectively, these provisions will ensure (or work in conjunction with other provisions in 
the Plan to ensure) that the Plan Objectives relating to Tangata Whenua, development 
management, character and amenity, housing choice and affordability,  urban design are 
implemented. 
 
 
Zone Descriptions 
Kāpiti’s living environment comprises four zones and a number of spatially defined 
precincts, which are based upon their individual characteristics and anticipated uses. The 
following descriptions outline these distinct characteristics and the anticipated 
development response for each zone.  
 
 
Residential Zone 
The Residential Zone comprises the majority of the living environment within the District.  
It is primarily located on the coastal plain and foothills of the Tararua Range. Apart from 
areas where higher densities are anticipated (for example, Medium Density Housing and 
Focused Infill Areas), the Residential Zone is characterised by low density detached 
residential development.  Within the Residential Zone there are distinctive subdivision 
design and built form elements which are unique to specific neighbourhoods and strongly 
indicative of the village identities in the District.  Within the dominant low density built form 
there is a capacity for a variety of housing typologies.  The range of housing typologies 
and sizes cater to the broad and anticipate long-term changes in the needs of the 
District’s households. 
 
Within the Residential Zone there are several distinct precincts, which are defined on the 
Planning Maps.  These precincts have location-specific issues which need to be managed 
in the Plan.  The precincts are described below: 
 

General Precincts 
 

a) Waikanae Garden Precinct 
The Waikanae Garden Area is characterised by low residential density and high 
amenity values associated with existing established trees and remnant native 
vegetation.  Development in the Waikanae Garden Precinct should be undertaken 
in a manner which is sympathetic to preserving the existing high standards of 
character and amenity values. 
 

 
b) Pekawy Precinct 

The Pekawy Precinct is an area which is located in Peka Peka.  A structure plan 
has been developed to manage the location, form and scale of development within 
the precinct.  The structure plan sets out the development of 13 residential lots 
and provides for existing wetlands and dunes. 

 
c) Ferndale Precinct 
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The Ferndale Area is designed to preserve the existing high standard of character 
and amenity values of Waikanae North. Matters of importance to the community 
for Waikanae North have been articulated as development principles, which have 
been adopted by the Council through Local Government Act 2002 processes.  The 
Ferndale Area is subject to a structure plan and associated notations, included in 
Appendix XX. 
 

d) Waikanae Golf Precinct  
The Waikanae Golf Precinct is a small residential area adjacent to the Waikanae 
Golf Course. Site-specific controls have been established to ensure development 
in the precinct is sympathetic to its specific context. 
 
 
 
Low Density Housing Precincts 
 

e) Panorama Drive Low Density Housing Precinct 
Panorama Drive Precinct is a very low density residential precinct located on the 
urban edge at Paraparaumu.  The density of development within this area is 
limited due to:  

- the high visibility of the area from beyond the precinct and an associated 
need to managed potential significant visual effects arising from insensitive 
development; and  

- the benefits of providing a low-density transitional area at the urban edge. 
 

f) Otaki Low Density Housing Precinct 
The Otaki Low Density Precinct is a very low density residential precinct in the 
vicinity of Lupin Road in northern Otaki.  The density of development within this 
area is limited to very low density due to the location of the area on the urban edge 
and due to surface water management constraints.  As is the case with Panorama 
Drive, this low-density form enables a gentle transition to the rural environment. 
 

g) Paraparaumu Low Density Housing Precinct  
The area around Ventnor Drive, Paraparaumu is also appropriate for very low 
density residential development.  The area serves as a transition between the 
northern edge of the urban area along the State Highway at Paraparaumu and the 
rural area south of the Waikanae River. 
 

h) Manu Grove Low Density Housing Precinct 
Manu Grove is located to the north of the Waikanae Township.  The low density 
precinct in this area provides a transition to the rural area to the north, and 
includes large existing allotments characterised by mature vegetation, ecological 
sites and relatively low built intensity. 
 
 
 
Intensification Precincts 
 

i) Focused Infill Precinct (Paraparaumu, Raumati Beach, Waikanae and Otaki) 
The Focused Infill Precinct allows for subdivision resulting in higher densities than 
the general residential area, but lower than the medium density precinct.  The 
precinct identifies locations where the development of this “focused infill” is 
supported, although traditional density development may also continue.  The 
precinct is applied to areas where focused infill does not detract from the character 
of the area and has a good level of accessibility to centres, public open space and 
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public transport facilities.  Focussed infill development precincts are a lower 
density than medium density and may be located adjacent to medium density 
precincts and working environment zones.   
 

j) Medium Density Precinct (Paraparaumu, Paraparaumu Beach, and Raumati 
Beach) 
Medium density housing is usually of a different housing type from traditional 
detached development or flats and it can include semi-detached units and terraced 
housing.  The Medium Density Precinct identifies locations where the development 
of medium density housing is supported, generally in locations where the 
character of the area is not so sensitive to more intensive development and where 
higher density land uses will have positive effects in regard to community 
infrastructure. 
 
Medium Density Precincts are located within a five-minute walk (approximately 
400m) of shops, services, public transport nodes, parks or other amenities for 
residents.   The majority of this housing is located in Residential zones, but some 
is also provided for in centres. 
 
The Medium Density Development Guidelines are included in Schedule XX. 

 
 
 
Beach Residential Zone 
The Beach Residential Zone extends across the three coastal settlements of Otaki Beach, 
Raumati and Paekakariki.  The settlements have a linear structure, low key ‘beachy’ 
character and expressive topography enhanced by prominent mature vegetation. The 
memorable natural setting of these coastal settlements contributes to a strong sense of 
place.  While each of the three settlements has its own ambience and individuality, the 
three areas share a range of common features derived from similarities in their coastal 
location, topography and history of land subdivision. 
 
Their relaxed beach atmosphere and memorable landscape contribute to the local sense 
of place of each community, as well as to the collective identity of the wider Kāpiti Coast, 
while providing an important visual amenity to local residents and the public. In this sense, 
the local environments of the three areas are public assets with a region-wide 
significance. 
 
While local character variations between the three areas exist, there are a number of 
common patterns that underpin their coastal character. These include: 

 well-defined boundaries and a strong sense of place; 
 prominent views to local features, as well as to more distant natural features; 
 distinctive landscapes comprised of memorable natural features (beaches and 

coastlines, dunes, and identifiable clusters of established vegetation); 
 landform variation which has influenced the street network and block structure, the 

subdivision and development patterns, and a variety of streetscape conditions; 
 an intricate relationship between natural and built form with buildings that are 

sympathetic to and fit in well with the landscape setting; 
 low density, low scale character, based on one and two storey buildings and 

relatively low site coverage; 
 diverse building character, including a mix of old and new houses with wide 

variations in building age, style, materials and form; and 
 concentration of large lots adjacent to the coastline with a potential for 

redevelopment. 
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Given the distinctive qualities of the local areas, it is important to ensure that new 
development is sensitive to its landscape setting and enhances the collective character, 
amenity value and public significance of each area.  
 
The Beach Residential Zones are subject to distinct rules and standards, and the Special 
Character Area Guidelines included in Schedule XX set out the manner in which 
development in the Beach Residential Zone should be undertaken. 
 
 
 
Ngarara Zone  
Ngarara is a special part of the Kāpiti Coast providing for a variety of residential 
development clusters, integrated into its rural, coastal, conservation and forest setting. 
The fundamental design approach underpinning Ngarara has been driven by the objective 
of retaining the distinctive character of the site by the careful integration of built form with 
its rural coastal setting. 
 
The goal of the development is to maintain existing ecologies, limit urban sprawl, and to 
maintain open space between neighbourhoods, while providing for residential and limited 
mixed use development. The density of development clusters decreases across the site 
from a higher density cluster with mixed use in the south west, to low density development 
in the north east. An area along the central dune ridges will be retained as a series of 
forest areas. 
 
A substantial portion of the site will also be put aside for conservation and enhancement 
purposes, including all the areas identified as having significant ecological values. Parts of 
Ngarara remain in the Rural Zone as a precinct within the Eco-Hamlet Area north of the 
urban edge. 
 
The comprehensively designed settlement provides a lifestyle environment with a range of 
lot densities and supporting mixed use activities in a landscape which reflects and 
enhances the existing environment. The majority of the settlement will be fully serviced 
with water supply and wastewater disposal systems from the reticulated public services, 
enhanced by on-site management and conservation techniques. 
 
The settlement is based on a Structure Plan within which are a series of development 
areas, called Neighbourhood Development Areas, as identified on the Ngarara Zone 
Structure Plan map. The Neighbourhood Development Areas include identified areas for 
development as well as the adjoining open spaces areas. The development of each 
neighbourhood will be guided by specific management guidelines relating to 
Environmental Outcomes and Anticipated Form that dictate the form and nature of 
development, and overarching Management Principles. 
 
Schedule XX includes the Ngarara Zone Structure Plan map, and ‘Ngarara Zone 
Neighbourhood Development Areas’ which provide details on the Neighbourhood 
Development Areas, including features to be protected, overall principles and outcomes, 
and anticipated land uses and form; and ‘Ngarara Zone Management Principles’ which 
provides principles for consistency that apply across the entire zone. Neighbourhood 
Development Areas, corresponding development areas and open space areas shown on 
the Ngarara Zone Structure Plan map are indicative only and final boundaries will be 
determined at the resource consent stage for Neighbourhood Development Plans. 
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Waikanae North Development Zone 
This zone covers part of a larger area identified by the Council for the urban expansion of 
Waikanae. Vacant land suitable for urban development is a scarce resource in Kāpiti so 
the area covered by the Zone needs to be managed to ensure its efficient utilisation for 
residential purposes, and in particular to achieve the outcomes established by the Council 
and the community in the “Kāpiti Coast: Choosing Futures - Waikanae North Local 
Outcomes” document. 
 
Subdivisions will be managed by the Council through the resource consent process so 
that they are assessed for consistency with the Regulatory Plan for the Zone, the 
Council’s Subdivision Development Principles and Requirements (SDPR), and the 
Council’s Subdivision Best Practice Guide, including water-saving initiatives. Road layout 
and design will be assessed for consistency with the Design Guidelines for Roads in 
Appendix 1. The Council will also have the ability to take into account whether or not 
public transport services will be available to service any proposed subdivision and be able 
to impose conditions requiring the provision of bus stops and passenger shelters. In all 
precincts where the threshold as determined in Rule 5B.3.1 is exceeded, the road network 
effects will be assessed as a Discretionary Activity (Restricted) with particular emphasis 
being placed on the cumulative effects on the road network of a proposed subdivision 
prior to Stage 1 of the Western Link Road becoming operational. 
 
Building development will be managed by the Council within Precincts 1 and 2 using 
permitted activity standards. Multi unit building development is expected within Precincts 
4, 5 and 6 and is a Restricted Discretionary Activity to enable the Council to manage 
external building design and appearance, the siting of buildings, landscaping, and the 
level of amenity of proposed residential units. Within Precinct 6, convenience retail activity 
is limited as a permitted activity to providing for the needs of the development while 
retaining the dominant role of the Waikanae Town Centre. 
 
Water saving, water retention, water reuse for garden and toilet use, solar water heating, 
and increased thermal insulation of buildings above NZS requirements, are permitted 
activity building conditions or matters for Council management through the resource 
consent process. 
 
Subdivision and building activity will be further managed by private methods to ensure the 
higher environmental standards and comprehensive and integrated streetscapes that are 
desired. 
 
The proposed management of subdivision and building development in this way will 
ensure in particular that: 

 the landform is a primary influence on urban form and density. 
 earthworks are carefully managed. 
 appropriate road access and linkages are provided for. 
 environmental enhancement is integrated with land development. 
 a mix of housing types and densities is achieved. 
 design and appearance of streets and private development is appropriately 

managed by both Council and private methods (i.e. design assessment process). 
 building development is low impact in terms of stormwater and water supply and 

incorporates energy efficiency initiatives. 
 non-residential activity is permitted to serve the needs of the development, provide 

employment opportunity, and avoid unnecessary travel. 
 any adverse effects of traffic generated by development on the road network are 

appropriately avoided or mitigated. 
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5.2.1 Policies 

 
Policy 5.11 – Residential Activities Ref. 

Residential activities will be recognised and provided for as the predominant use 
in the District’s Living Zones, while ensuring that the location, scale, size and 
design of subdivision and development of residential activities is in accordance 
with the following principles: 

a) natural systems will be protected; 
b) local and on-site amenity will be enhanced; 
c) local built identity and character values will be retained; 
d) transport choice and efficiency will be maximised; 
e) housing types which meet the need of households will be provided; 
f) built form will be compatible with the density of the surrounding environment; 
g) the number of household units per lot will be limited; and 
h) a limited number of accessory buildings and buildings which are ancillary to 

residential activities will be provided for. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy establishes residential activities as the primary land use in the District’s living 
environment.  Within the living environment, residential activities take place in a variety of 
forms and scales; however, they are all required to implement the above principles.  
Together, the above principles implement the objectives of the District Plan at the scale of 
individual development and subdivision, particularly with regard to housing choice and 
affordability, and character and amenity aims. 
 
The policy recognises that the natural environment should be protected from the potential 
effects the development of housing can have.  Enabling household choice is an additional 
goal of the policy, including recognition that some people desire particular architectural 
styles, accessory buildings or multiple household units on their land to meet their living 
needs. However, this is balanced by the need to ensure residential development on a 
given site is compatible with surrounding development and does not compromise amenity 
values for neighbours.  Compatibility, in this case, does not necessarily mean ‘like-for-like’ 
in terms of size and/or style; rather, it is more a measure of the degree to which 
development is (or is not) sympathetic to its context, and to which the development allows 
for amenity values in surrounding areas to continue to be realised.   
 
The District Plan’s Natural Environment, Infrastructure, Heritage, and Access and 
Transport Chapters provide additional policy guidance with respect to management of 
residential development. 
 
The District Plan also recognises that some non-residential activities may be appropriately 
located within the living environment; however, such activities are secondary to residential 
land use and should be compatible with residential activities.  Refer to Policy 5.31 (Non 
Residential Activities) for further guidance. 
 
 
 
Policy 5.12 – Zoning Framework Ref. 

Subdivision and development in the Living Zones will be managed through the 
following zoning framework: 
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a) Residential Zone, including the following precincts: 
i) Medium Density Housing (also located within various Centres Zones); 
ii) Focused infill; 
iii) Waikanae Garden; 
iv) Low Density (at Otaki, Paraparaumu and Manu Grove); 
v) Pekawy 
vi) Ferndale 
vii) Panorama Drive; and 
viii) Waikanae Golf;  
 

b) Beach Residential Zone; 
 
c) Ngarara Zone; and 
 
d) Waikanae North Development Zone;  

 
 
Explanation 
The Living Zones include a variety of residential areas which have distinctive values or 
are proposed for specific development.  The zoning framework establishes a method of 
managing subdivision and development in these areas in manner which is appropriate to 
each specific location.  The framework sets out four primary zones – Residential, Beach 
Residential, Waikanae North Development, and Ngarara Zones – through which 
development is managed.   
 
Within the Residential Zone, smaller, spatially-specific precincts are further identified to 
manage location-specific issues and to achieve desired outcomes.  These identified 
precincts primarily intend to achieve a particular residential density and/or retain identified 
character or amenity values in each location. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.13 – Amenity Ref. 

Subdivision and development in the Living Zones will be required to achieve a high 
level of on-site amenity for residents and neighbours in accordance with the 
following principles: 

a) building size and footprint will be proportional to the size of the lot; 
b) usable private outdoor living courts will be provided; 
c) development will be oriented to maximise sunlight access, where practicable; 
d) residential buildings will be oriented towards the street; 
e) residential buildings will be set back from the street and buffered by 

landscaping in residential areas; 
f) hard and impermeable surfaces will be offset by permeable areas on 

individual lots; 
g) unreasonable and excessive noise, odour, dust, light, glare and vibration will 

be avoided; and 
h) sufficient on-site service areas, including car parking, will be provided. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The amenity values of the living environment are its natural or physical qualities and 
characteristics that contribute to people's appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic 
coherence and cultural and recreational attributes.   Maori consider “amenity” in the 
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context of their cultural beliefs that advance feelings of maturity and a sense of belonging 
to the environment rather than owning it.   
  
The Plan recognises the role that buildings play in providing for (and adversely affecting) 
amenity values.  Specifically, the Plan provides flexibility for a range of building types, 
building locations and activities; however, it also recognises that a level of control on the 
design, bulk and location of buildings is necessary to ensure amenity values and to avoid 
adverse effects on the environment.  This includes, among other things, ensuring that 
usable outdoor living space is provided for residents, that adequate sunlight access is 
available to habitable rooms, and that buildings are not so out of scale that they dominate 
the surrounding built environment. 
 
Land use activities within the Living Environment also play a role in the management of 
amenity values.  In particular, activities which generate nuisance effects such that amenity 
levels are adversely affected will be avoided. 
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.14 –  Safety and Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design 
Ref. 

Development and subdivision will be consistent with the Subdivision and 
Development Principles and Requirements 2012 and Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines to enhance safety and security of 
residents and visitors. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Increasing safety through the design and development of the Living Zones contributes to 
enhanced levels of amenity.  The CPTED Guidelines (Appendix XX) set out the principles 
to be considered to achieve development that maintains a high level of safety and 
security.  Likewise, the Subdivision and Development Principles and Requirements 
include provisions for achieving safe development outcomes (in addition to other 
outcomes relating to sustainability, urban design, and other matters). 
 
 
 
Policy 5.15 – Residential Streetscape Ref. 

Development, land use and subdivision will enhance the amenity, functionality and 
safety of the streetscape in the living environment. To achieve a positive 
relationship between development and the street, development will be undertaken 
in accordance with the Streetscape Strategy and Guideline (contained in Council’s 
Subdivision and Development Principles and Requirements 2012) and the 
following principles: 

a) fences adjoining streets and other public spaces will be low and/or visually 
permeable; 

b) building setbacks and landscaping (including yards) will provide transition 
between the built form and streets; 

c) on-site vehicle parking will be provided to reduce demand for on-street 
vehicle parking; 

d) non-residential buildings will be of a form and scale which is compatible with 
the wider residential environment; 

e) accessory buildings and structures will not dominate the primary residential 
building appearance from the street; 
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f) minimum distance will be maintained between vehicle access ways, and 
where practicable, the sharing of vehicle access ways will be encouraged; 

g) direct pedestrian access will be provided from the street to the front entrance 
of buildings, wherever possible; 

h) living areas and habitable rooms will be located within buildings to overlook 
the street; 

i) the safety of road users, including pedestrians and cyclists will not be 
adversely affected; and 

j) on-site vehicle manoeuvring will be provided for rear lots, lots with significant 
sloping driveways and on strategic arterial routes. 

 
 
Explanation 
This policy seeks to achieve a high quality public realm to support a strong interface 
between street and development and, in turn, a high level of overall amenity for the living 
environment.  This is firstly achieved by ensuring that primary residential buildings have a 
clear interrelationship with the street, and are not limited in this interaction by visual 
barriers created by fencing, accessory buildings and other obstructions.  Yard setbacks 
and landscaping can enhance this relationship and are encouraged by the Policy. 
 
The policy also recognises the potential tension and safety issues that can arise at the 
interface between the road and residential properties – for example where pedestrians 
walk across vehicle crossings as residents are accessing private driveways via private 
vehicles.  At this interface, the location and design of driveways, landscaping, fencing and 
buildings should be undertaken in a manner that minimises the potential for adverse 
safety effects to occur. 
 
This policy works in conjunction with Policies 5.13 and 5.14.  Further reference should 
also be made to transport-related Policies 11.32 and 11.33 of the Plan. 
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.16 – Development and landforms Ref. 

Subdivision and development (including associated driveways) should be sited, 
designed and undertaken to integrate with the natural topography and landform of 
the land and to minimise: 

a) the visual impact, bulk and scale of buildings and structures on sensitive 
natural areas; 

b) the extent of cut and fill;  
c) the need for and the height of retaining walls; and 
d) the mass of buildings on sloping land, by variations in wall and roof lines and 

by floor plans which complement the contours of the land. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Much of the living environment in the District is located in undulating coastal dune 
landscapes and, to a lesser degree, on the foothills of the Tararua Range.  Historically, 
residential development in these areas has been undertaken in a variety of ways and 
retained the natural landform with mixed success.  While some limited land disturbance 
may be anticipated with residential development, major changes to the landform or the 
landscape character is not envisaged in the living environment, as this can have a 
significant affect on natural and neighbourhood character.   
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The consideration of the location and scale of development at subdivision stage will 
enable landform to be integrated in the development, including design decisions around 
lot size, shape and design, and the optimum locations for future buildings and structures. 
 
Chapter 3 includes further policies and information on the landscape values of these 
areas and earthworks activities.   
 
 
 
Policy 5.17 – General Residential Subdivision Ref. 

Subdivision, including small-scale infill, will be provided for in general residential 
areas where it does not compromise local character and amenity.  The resulting 
density in general residential areas will be higher than existing density in general 
residential areas but lower than the resulting density in focused infill and medium 
density housing areas. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The wider suburban residential area in Kapiti is characterised by relatively generous lot 
sizes.  In many cases, this character (and associated amenity) can be retained despite 
subdivision, provided that the resulting lot sizes are of an appropriate size.   
 
Small scale infill is a common form of subdivision in the general residential area. This type 
of subdivision typically involves the division of an existing lot into two lots, often resulting 
in a front lot and a rear lot; however, in some cases more than one additional lot may be 
created.   
 
By enabling subdivision that retains lot sizes that are sufficient to maintain the overall 
character of the District’s general residential areas, flexibility in housing choice and 
improved integration with existing infrastructure can be achieved without compromising 
key amenity values.   
 
 
 
Policy 5.18 – Focused Infill Precincts Ref. 

Focused infill development will be provided for in identified precincts which are 
close to centres, other local services, and public open spaces and which have 
sufficient infrastructure capacity.  The resulting density will be higher than general 
residential areas but lower than medium density housing areas. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Focussed infill development has the benefit of enabling more housing in existing areas 
where high levels of amenity can be drawn from the immediately surrounding urban area, 
including from shops, community facilities, public open spaces and (often) public transport 
facilities.  It is not always necessary for focussed infill areas to have immediate access to 
all of these services or amenity outlets; however, most of these high amenity features 
should be in the vicinity.  Existing services and infrastructure should also be available with 
capacity to accommodate the increase in usage created by more intensive development. 
   
In many instances, focussed infill development outcomes can be improved where the 
subdivision involves two or three adjoining parent lots.  This scenario can enable a more 
comprehensive approach to planning the subdivision, allowing for design and servicing 
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efficiencies to be realised (including, for example, the sharing of vehicular access and 
manoeuvring areas) 
 
Focussed infill development contributes variety in housing choice, and in turn enhances 
options available for people to meet their housing needs.  It also complements the 
implementation of Council’s development management aims by providing additional 
development opportunities within existing urban areas and reducing the needs for the 
further release of greenfield areas for residential development. 
 
By way of comparison, general infill development in Kapiti involves the division of lots 
smaller than 3,000m2. In most cases, there will be some existing development which 
needs to be accommodated within the subdivision. Lots greater than 3,000m2 are 
considered to be ‘greenfield subdivisions’.     
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.19 – Energy Efficiency  Ref. 

Development and subdivision in the living environment will be designed to 
minimise energy consumption by maximising sunlight access, where practicable, 
and incorporating passive ventilation.  Specifically, development will be 
undertaken in accordance with the following principles: 

a) buildings and lots will be located and designed so that the main living areas, 
habitable rooms and the private open space associated with living areas face 
north as much as practicable; and 

b) the potential for natural cross-ventilation will be maximised to enable cooling 
breezes to reduce internal temperatures in the summer months. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy aims to maximise exposure to winter sun and provide adequate natural light 
and winter sunlight to the main internal living areas and principal private open spaces of 
the site without compromising the sunlight access opportunities for adjacent properties.   
 
The access to sunlight is important in achieving a high amenity private living environment 
and the efficient use of energy resources.  The adoption of passive design principles 
provides ongoing efficiencies and savings to residents, including reducing dependence on 
external energy generation.  If the sunlight access opportunities for adjacent properties 
are compromised these efficiencies and saving benefits may not be achieved. 
 
Chapter 11 includes further policies and information on the energy efficiency of 
subdivision and development. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.20 – Private Outdoor Living Courts Ref. 

On-site private outdoor living courts and gardens will be designed to meet the on-
site recreation and leisure needs of occupants and to provide relief from the built 
form of residential areas.  To achieve this, on-site private outdoor living courts will:

a) be sufficiently sized, useable, comfortable and attractive; 
b) have sufficient access to sunlight, including at mid-winter; 
c) be directly accessible from internal living rooms; 
d) provide outlook amenity; 
e) avoid the use of steep, un-developable or ‘leftover’ land for outdoor living 

courts, wherever possible; 
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f) contribute to an area’s overall openness; and 
g) allow for substantial trees and vegetation to be established on-site and 

provide relief to hard surfaces and to attenuate stormwater run-off. 
 
 
Explanation 
Private outdoor living courts provide for residents’ on-site recreation and leisure needs.  
The provision of suitable and fit-for-purpose private outdoor living courts associated with 
resiential development seeks to enable healthy living and wellbeing outcomes. Outdoor 
living courts also provide amenity by allowing for gardening / landscaping hobbies, and 
outdoor dining, barbecues and passive recreation. In developments with a repetitive built 
form, the ability to landscape and plant outdoor space can be a key method in expressing 
the individualism and identity of residents. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.21 – Minor Flats Ref. 

Minor flats will be provided for where they are ancillary to a household unit in 
living environments and will be undertaken in the following manner: 

a) detached minor flats shall be located behind primary residential buildings to 
minimise visibility of minor flats from the street; 

b) a scale suitable to accommodate 1 or 2 persons will be provided for; 
c) access to a private outdoor living court will be available on-site; 
d) adequate on-site car parking (accessed from a common driveway) will be 

provided; and 
e) flats will not result in environmental nuisances or unreasonably affect the 

privacy, outlook or sunlight access of the occupants of the existing 
residential building or the adjoining properties. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The District’s housing stock is predominantly in the form of single detached residential 
buildings, which does not necessarily meet the needs of smaller households who may 
seek smaller areas of land to manage, or more affordable housing.  The provision for 
minor flats in the District is intended to enable an increased range of housing options for 
smaller households, including housing for relatives or dependents of persons residing in a 
primary residential building on-site. As the development of minor flats generally occurs 
within an existing residential environment, it is important to consider the effects on the 
amenity of existing developments in accordance with the other amenity-related policies in 
this chapter. 
 
 

Policy 5.22 – Accessory Buildings Ref. 

Accessory buildings will be provided for where they are ancillary to residential 
activities on-site and undertaken in accordance with the following principles: 

a) amenity, including privacy, for adjacent properties and public spaces will be 
retained; 

b) size, location and visual appearance of accessory buildings will not dominate 
the residential buildings or streetscape; 

c) new accessory buildings will not compromise the provision of sufficient 
outdoor living courts; and 

d) potential nuisance effects from use of accessory buildings on neighbouring 
sites will be minimised. 
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Explanation 
Accessory buildings can provide valuable on-site amenity and utility for residents; 
however it is important that these buildings are associated with and ancillary to residential 
activities.  Moreover, it is important that these buildings do not undermine amenity values 
for neighbouring areas.  The purpose of this policy is to ensure that new accessory 
buildings and modifications to existing accessory buildings are kept in scale with the 
primary residential activity on-site, so as to retain amenity values. 
 
Accessory buildings may require the consideration of landscape or character polices in 
the Natural Environments chapter where landform modification is proposed in conjunction 
with building construction or development. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.23 – Special Character Areas Ref. 

Development and subdivision in special character areas, identified in the planning 
maps, will recognise the distinct identity and valued character of the area and will 
be compatible with the valued character of the area. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The District’s special character areas are identified on the District Plan Maps, and include: 
 

1. Beach Character Zone at: 
a. Paekākāriki; 
b. Raumati; and 
c. Ōtaki Beach;  

 
2. Waikanae Garden Precinct 

 
Policy 5.23 works in tandem with Policies 5.24 and 5.25 regarding the Beach Residential 
Zone and Waikanae Garden Precinct (respectively). While these different areas/zones are 
defined by distinct characteristics, they share certain valued traits which should 
collectively be protected. The retention of these defining traits is important for the 
maintenance of character and amenity values in these identified areas. 
 
Special Character Area Guidelines are included in Appendix XX, but only apply to the 
Beach Character Zone. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.24 – Beach Residential Zone Ref. 

Subdivision and development in the Beach Residential Zone will be undertaken in 
a manner that protects the valued character and qualities of these areas in 
accordance with Appendix X.X, Special Character Areas Guidelines. 
 
Where new subdivision or development is proposed in the Beach Residential Zone, 
specific consideration will be given to the extent to which the proposal: 

a) contributes to the collective identity of the local environment; 
b) reinforces an attractive, defined and coherent streetscape character and is 

responsive to specific local conditions; 
c) is sympathetic to and maintains the integrity of the existing landscape, 

landform and vegetation; 
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d) is compatible in scale with its built context; 
e) is coherently designed and of good design quality; and 
f) retains mature vegetation, reinforces existing planting patterns and integrates 

buildings into the existing landscape setting. 
 
 
Explanation 
All three special character areas in the Beach Residential Zone - Otaki Beach, Raumati 
and Paekakariki - are coastal settlements with a linear structure, low key ‘beachy’ 
character and undulating topography enhanced by prominent mature vegetation. The 
memorable natural setting of these coastal settlements contributes to a strong sense of 
place.  
 
The development of Otaki Beach occurred in two stages including the 1901-1930 period 
with a second intensive period during 1970-1990. The subdivision and development in 
Raumati started from the coast and moved inland (west to east) during the 1901-1930 and 
was largely completed prior to 1950. Similarly, most of Paekakariki was subdivided and 
developed during the 1901-1930 period followed by a second stage of development 20 
years later. Most of the lots in all of the character areas are medium to large in size 
ranging between 600m² and 1200m². The larger lots most often relate to the first rows of 
‘beach’ properties. The original subdivision patterns in all three areas have been largely 
maintained. 
 
In order to protect the identified character elements and amenity of each identified area, 
the Beach Residential Zone has been created to limit the availability of “infill” subdivision 
and direct the scale and form of development in these areas.   
 
In addition to subdivision controls, land use controls for buildings are used to maintain the 
characteristic rhythm and scale of buildings within the Beach Residential Zone.   
 
 
 

Policy 5.25 – Waikanae Garden Precinct Ref. 

Subdivision in the Waikanae Garden Precinct will be managed to retain the valued 
low density ‘garden’ character of the area.  Development will ensure that mature 
trees and extensive areas of vegetation are retained and where possible enhanced. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Waikanae Garden Precinct is characterised by being of relatively low built density 
and by having high amenity values attributed to the presence of existing established trees 
and remnant native vegetation (among other common characteristics). 
 
In order to protect the area’s character and amenity values, a “precinct” over the 
residential zone has been created that is designed to limit the availability of “infill” 
subdivision.  
 
 
 
Policy 5.26 – Supported Living and Older Persons 

Accommodation 
Ref. 

The development of supported living accommodation will be provided for in a 
range of forms, including units, minor flats, complexes, shared accommodation, 
rest homes and retirement villages, where it is located within or adjacent to the 
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living environment and integrated with the surrounding environment.  Supported 
living accommodation includes accommodation specifically designed for older 
persons. 
 
Supported living accommodation will be undertaken in accordance with the 
following principles: 

a) on-site pedestrian movement and use of open space by residents will not 
unduly restricted by the slope of the land; 

b) design and development  to promote interaction with surrounding 
communities, without compromising privacy and safety; 

c) the scale and design of development will reflect the residential nature and 
character of the location and ensure access through the site by the public 
and residents, including the provision of public roads and pedestrian 
accessways consistent with residential scale blocks; 

d) wherever possible, the development will be located within walking distance of 
essential facilities such as local shops, health and community services and 
public transport networks; 

 
 
Explanation 
The District Plan provides for retirement accommodation as it is acknowledged there is an 
aging population within this District.  This provision enables a variety of living 
arrangements from independent villas to hospital beds, with some complexes providing 
continuity of care on the on-site.  Providing a range of supported and older persons 
accommodation increases the choice available to meet the distinct housing needs of the 
community.   
 
In some instances, concerns about security for residents have lead to a design approach 
for older persons accommodation to have an inward focus of development based around 
private infrastructure.  Retirement villages and similar older persons accommodation also 
tend to include private roads and private open spaces for use by residents and invited 
visitors but discourage integration with the wider community.   Where this occurs, and 
because these developments are often large-scale, they can create a significant barrier to 
walking and cycling around that locality and disrupt the regularity of block structures.   
This ‘exclusive’ characteristic of such developments will be avoided in the future. 
 
To further promote interaction with the wider community, it is generally preferred that 
supported living and older persons accommodation be located in close proximity to 
community facilities and centres.   
 
Retirement accommodation includes other options such as semi-independent living where 
on-site housekeeping support is provided to high level hospital care.  Supported living is 
not limited to accommodation for older people and may cater to other specific sectors of 
the community. 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.27 – Shared and Group Living Accommodation Ref. 

Shared and group living accommodation may be provided for where substantial 
facilities are shared by residents on-site (e.g. shared dining or living spaces, 
laundry facilities and outdoor living areas) at an intensity and scale compatible 
with other residential development within the locality. 
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Shared and group accommodation will be undertaken in accordance with the 
following principles: 

a) the development should be located within walking distance of essential 
facilities such as local shops, health and community services and public 
transport networks; 

b) located where on-site pedestrian movement of residents is not unduly 
restricted by the slope of the land; 

c) located and designed to promote interaction with other sections of the 
community, without compromising privacy and safety; 

d) of a scale and appearance that reflects the residential nature and character of 
the surrounding neighbourhood; and 

e) of a scale and design which ensures access through the site by the public 
and residents including the provision of public roads and pedestrian 
accessways consistent with residential scale blocks. 

 
 
 
Explanation 
Shared and group accommodation includes boarding houses and various communal living 
arrangements, and may include housing for older people where support is not provided 
on-site.  Shared and group accommodation enables living arrangements which meet a 
variety of lifestyle preferences and household needs, including some forms of affordable 
housing.  Similarly to supported living and older persons accommodation, it is important 
that shared and group accommodation activities are designed and developed in a manner 
that is fit-for-purpose and does not excludes interaction with the wider neighbourhood.   
 
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.28 – Industrial and Rural Edges Ref. 

New residential development and subdivision will be located away from existing 
industrial or intensive rural activities, or areas zoned for these activities, to 
minimise reverse sensitivity effects. 
 
Residential activities located at the urban-rural interface will be undertaken in a 
manner which is compatible with the activities undertaken in the rural 
environment. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Activities in the living environment are sensitive to environmental nuisances - including 
noise, dust, odour, vibrations, light and air pollution - produced by industrial and rural-
based activities.  Specifically, there is a risk of reverse sensitivity effects where proposed 
new sensitive uses may be particularly susceptible to the nuisance effects often attributed 
to established industrial and rural land uses.  The efficient and ongoing use of lawfully 
established activities in the rural and industrial environments should not be compromised 
by inappropriately located sensitive activities. 
 
 
 

Policy 5.29 – Ngarara Zone Structure Plan Ref. 

Subdivision and development in the Ngarara Zone will provide for a mix of land 
uses and densities appropriate to the existing environment and will be undertaken 
in accordance with the Neighbourhood Development Areas and Management 
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Principles set out in the Ngarara Zone Structure Plan and in a manner which is 
consistent with the following principles: 

a) within the Neighbourhood Development Areas that adjoin the Kawakahia 
Wetland (K066), any development will satisfy the following ecological 
requirements: 
i)  the provision of an adequate Open Space Wetland Buffer zone to 

manage activities with the potential to adversely affect ecologically 
health and processes and indigenous flora and fauna;  

ii) the design of the neighbourhood and associated infrastructure to ensure 
ecological connectivity between wetland and dune habitats;  

iii) no discharge of untreated stormwater to wetlands;  
iv) all wastewater shall be reticulated;  
v) the alignment, design and construction of roading (including parking 

and manoeuvring areas), walkways and other accessways shall be 
sensitive to existing dune topography (involving minimal earthworks) 
and the potential adverse effects on wetland ecology;  

vi) building sites will be located outside buffer areas and will be sensitive to 
existing dune topography  (involving minimal earthworks) and the 
potential adverse effects on wetland ecology;  

vii) the positioning, orientation, design, and materials of buildings and 
structures shall apply low impact principles and minimise potential 
adverse effects on wetland ecology;  

viii) effective long-term management of conservation wetland areas, wetland 
buffers and associated open space; and 

ix) locally sourced indigenous species will be used for all planting; and 
x) appropriate management of human activity to minimise the impact on 

indigenous flora and fauna. 
b) Separation between neighbourhoods and connect ecological sites via bush 

corridors, rural lands and wetlands. 
c) Building and site design that incorporates environmentally sustainable 

design initiatives. New residential buildings will be designed to minimise fire 
risks, for example, by installing domestic sprinklers.   

d) Appropriate levels of the vehicular connectivity between the Neighbourhood 
Development Areas and the existing roading network, based on a future link 
road to connect the neighbourhoods with Te Moana Road and the Waikanae 
North Development Zone, as shown in the Ngarara Zone Structure Plan. 

e) Retail and commercial activities will be limited to only provide small scale 
convenience shopping for residents’ day to day needs in the Ngarara Zone 
rather than having a district-wide catchment. 

 
 
Explanation 
Ngarara is a special part of the Kapiti Coast providing for a variety of residential 
development clusters, integrated into its rural, coastal, conservation and forest setting.  
The fundamental design approach underpinning Ngarara has been driven by the objective 
of retaining the distinctive character of the site by the careful integration of built form with 
its rural coastal setting. 
 
The goal of the development is to maintain existing ecologies, limit urban sprawl, and to 
maintain open space between neighbourhoods, while providing for residential and limited 
mixed use development.  The density of development clusters decreases across the site 
from a higher density cluster with mixed use in the south west, to low density development 
in the north east.  An area along the central dune ridges will be retained as a series of 
forest areas.   
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A substantial portion of the site will also be put aside for conservation and enhancement 
purposes, including all the areas identified as having significant ecological values.  Parts 
of Ngarara remain in the Rural Zone as a precinct within the Eco-Hamlet Area north of the 
urban edge. 
 
The comprehensively designed settlement provides a lifestyle environment with a range of 
lot densities and supporting mixed use activities in a landscape which reflects and 
enhances the existing environment.  The majority of the settlement will be fully serviced 
with water supply and wastewater disposal systems from the reticulated public services, 
enhanced by on-site management and conservation techniques. 
 
The settlement is based on a Structure Plan within which are a series of development 
areas, called Neighbourhood Development Areas, as identified on the Ngarara Zone 
Structure Plan map. The Neighbourhood Development Areas include identified areas for 
development as well as the adjoining open spaces areas.  The development of each 
neighbourhood will be guided by specific management guidelines relating to 
Environmental Outcomes and Anticipated Form that dictate the form and nature of 
development, and overarching Management Principles. 
 
The Structure Plan is contained in Appendix XX. This includes the Ngarara Zone 
Structure Plan map, and ‘Ngarara Zone Neighbourhood Development Areas’ which 
provide details on the Neighbourhood Development Areas, including features to be 
protected, overall principles and outcomes, and anticipated land uses and form; and 
‘Ngarara Zone Management Principles’ which provides principles for consistency that 
apply across the entire zone. The Neighbourhood Development Areas, corresponding 
development areas and open space areas shown on the Ngarara Zone Structure Plan 
map are indicative only and final boundaries will be determined at the resource consent 
stage for Neighbourhood Development Plans.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 5.30 – Waikanae North Development Zone Structure Plan Ref. 

Subdivision and development within the Waikanae North Development Zone will be 
undertaken in accordance with the Concept Masterplan and in a manner which is 
consistent with the following principles: 

a) the efficient utilisation of the land for urban purposes will be achieved; 
b) an optimum balance between urban development and environmental 

provision and enhancement, and provision of water and energy efficiency 
initiatives will be achieved; 

c) the effects of multi unit building development will be managed; 
d) the effects of retailing on the existing Waikanae Town Centre will be 

managed, while providing for some small scale employment, commercial, 
mixed use and limited retail activities; 

e) adverse traffic effects on the transport network will avoided; 
f) open space and recreational needs of the local community will be met 

through the provision of public and private open space areas; 
g) opportunities will be taken to use roads strategically through the Zone that 

connect State Highway 1 to Ngarara Road; and 
h) a high degree of connectivity between new development and existing 

neighbourhoods will be achieved. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
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This zone covers part of a larger area identified by the Council for the future urban 
expansion of Waikanae. Vacant land suitable for urban development is a scarce resource 
in Kapiti so the area covered by the Zone needs to be managed to ensure its efficient 
utilization for residential purposes, and in particular to achieve the outcomes established 
by the Council and the community in the “Kapiti Coast: Choosing Futures - Waikanae 
North Local Outcomes” document. 
 
Kapiti already has an abundant supply of traditional low density housing (i.e. one house 
per lot) but the supply of other accommodation types and densities is currently limited. 
The “Kapiti Coast: Choosing Futures - Waikanae North Local Outcomes” seek a mix of 
densities and housing types which enable people to continue to live in their communities 
over their lifetime. The provisions of the Zone therefore provide for a mix of density and 
housing types. Precincts 1 and 2 provide for low density residential subdivision and single 
houses on single lots, Precinct 4 provides for houses, terrace houses and retirement 
accommodation, while Precincts 5 and 6 provide for multi unit accommodation. The 
Concept Masterplan in Appendix 1 is indicative of future building locations and forms – 
final building location is dependent upon detailed design.  
 
The Zone covers land that has been substantially cleared of indigenous vegetation and 
drained to facilitate dairy farming with associated adverse effects on water quality. There 
is therefore the potential to re-establish “blue and green” corridors, provide open space 
areas for active and passive recreational purposes, and the opportunity to create a 
“walkable” residential community. There is also the opportunity to create a residential 
conservation estate within Precinct 1 utilising as far as practicable the existing undulating 
dune topography. The Concept Masterplan for the Zone indicates the extent to which 
urban development and environmental enhancement is proposed to be integrated 
together to achieve a sustainable outcome catering for the needs of residents, while 
significantly enhancing the “natural” environment.  
 
Water management, water saving, stormwater mitigation and energy efficiency design 
initiatives have been incorporated into the Concept Masterplan, made permitted activity 
standards, and/or are aspects that the Council will manage through the resource consent 
process.  
 
An important desired characteristic of the Zone is carefully designed roads and public 
spaces. The Council will manage this through the subdivision resource consent process. 
The road layout and rear lanes shown on the Regulatory Plan are likely to be refined at 
the detailed design stage. This may involve amalgamating some of the development 
blocks. 
 
The Council will also have the ability to take into account whether or not public transport 
services will be available to service any proposed subdivision and be able to impose 
conditions requiring the provision of bus stops and passenger shelters. 
 
Within Precincts 4, 5 and 6, permitted activity standards set out the envisaged building 
bulk, height and location together with other associated standards such as parking. 
However, the Council wishes to manage the external design, appearance and siting of 
buildings, site landscaping, site access and parking, and amenity of residential units. 
These aspects will be managed by the Council as Restricted Discretionary Activity with 
the assessment criterion being the extent of consistency with Building Design Guidelines 
in Appendix 1. 
 
It is desirable that the Waikanae North area has a neighbourhood commercial centre to 
provide a focal point where employment, commercial, retail and mixed use activities can 
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be accommodated. Convenience retail activities will be managed so that the primary retail 
focus remains at the existing Waikanae Town Centre. 
 
An option for the Council is to make strategic use of the roads and connections that will be 
associated with the subdivision of the land within the Zone in preference to, or associated 
with, the route designated for Stage 2 of the Western Link Road and its connection to 
State Highway 1 at Peka Peka. The Regulatory Plan provides for this option.  The 
creation of any connection to State Highway 1 along the frontage of the Zone will require 
an integrated transportation assessment and the approval of the NZ Transport Agency. 
 

For avoidance of doubt, there will be no connection to State Highway 1 that is for the 
exclusive purposes of providing state highway access for The Zone.  Given the potential 
safety and efficiency issues attributed with direct access onto State Highway 1 from 
properties fronting the highway (or from local roads carrying a large volume of traffic), 
subdivision creating such access will be a non-complying activity.  In the event that the 
State Highway Network is altered in the future such that the State Highway classification 
is uplifted from existing State Highway 1 (as at 29 November 2012), such direct access to 
the (then) former State Highway may become appropriate. 
 
The WNDZ provisions provide for subdivision along the interface with the existing 
residential area of Waikanae and State Highway 1 (Precinct 2), provided the minimum lot 
size is 1000m2.  Additional permitted activity standards require a maximum of one house 
per lot and a 15m building setback requirement along the boundary of Precinct 2 with the 
existing Residential Zone. These provisions will sufficiently provide for the residential 
amenity of existing residents, while facilitating residential development of the Zone.  
 
In addition, water bodies and an Open Space Precinct with Open Space zone provisions 
is proposed that will provide a reasonable buffer with other adjoining areas. This suite of 
buffers includes “green” corridors in the ‘Preserve’, stormwater treatment areas / 
wetlands, and landscaped areas on the periphery of the ‘Village.’  It is envisaged that 
these areas will be privately owned and managed.  The Open Space Precinct also 
includes a neighbourhood park which is anticipated to be vested in Council to meet day-
to-day local recreational needs. 
 
Development within the Zone will need to comply with the District Plan vehicle access, 
road location, and design standards and design guidelines for roads.  Such development 
will generate traffic on the external road network, including State Highway 1, and will 
contribute to the need for improvements.  To ensure that development within the Zone 
does not outstrip the capacity of the road network, the applicant shall prepare an 
integrated transport assessment before development exceeds identified thresholds.  This 
will determine whether or not traffic effects are manageable and/or what measures are 
needed to avoid, remedy or mitigate these effects to an acceptable level.  The 
assessment is to include travel reduction and management methods, including ways to 
reduce reliance on car use and ways to minimize vehicle emissions. 
 
 
 
Policy 5.31 – Non residential activities Ref. 

Non-residential activities other than community facilities will be allowed in the 
Living Zones only if the activities are compatible with residential activities and the 
amenity values of residential areas, and if they provide a function which: 
 

a) minimises the need to travel for daily goods and services; 
b) supports the resilience of the local neighbourhood; 
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c) provides a service or function to the local neighbourhood; and 
d) does not detract from the vitality of the District’s centres and other working 

environments. 
 
In determining whether or not the scale of effects of non-residential activities is 
appropriate, particular regard shall be given to: 
 

i) the appropriateness of the scale, size and intensity of the proposed buildings 
and activities and visual or landscape mitigation proposed; 

ii) the effects generated by the buildings and activities on the safety and 
efficiency of the local transport network, including the extent to which the 
activities make efficient use of the transport network by minimising the need 
to travel; 

iii) the appropriateness – in the design and amount – of proposed access and car 
parking for staff, customers, visitors and service/delivery vehicles; 

iv) the hours of operation, including the timing and frequency of delivery/service 
vehicles;  

v) the effects on residential character and amenity values of the surrounding 
environment generated by the proposed building or activity; 

vi) the effects of environmental nuisances (including noise, odour, light, glare, 
hazardous substances and dust) produced on-site; 

vii) whether or not any proposed signage on the site is associated with the 
activity, visually distracting to motorists or dominating or detracting from the 
amenity of the surrounding environment;  

viii) whether the activities adversely affect the vitality of centres and the working 
environment; and 

ix) whether the activity provides goods and services to meet the daily needs of 
the local neighbourhood. 

 
 
Explanation 
 
Non-residential activities include commercial, industrial and other development which 
does not include residential activities. 
 
A wide range of non-residential activities have similar scale, intensity and character to 
residential activities and may therefore be compatible with residential neighbourhoods. 
Activities such as home occupations, homestays, small professional offices and 
kindergartens/kohanga reo improve equity of access and reduce travel requirements, 
hence achieving a more sustainable urban form. In addition, some carefully located and 
designed commercial services which provide a local convenience service may be 
compatible with residential activities in some instances. 
 
Visitor accommodation is an appropriate land use within the Living Environment where it 
is undertaken in a manner that is compatible with residential activities.  Visitor 
accommodation may be undertaken in a range of scales, from bed and breakfast 
accommodation to larger hotels.  The visitor accommodation may have a range of effects 
on residential amenity, including noise, traffic (including service and patrons), visual 
appearance and streetscape which need to be managed. 
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Policy 5.32 – Home Occupation Ref. 

The opportunity to undertake home based employment will be provided for in a 
manner which minimises adverse effects on the amenity values of the living 
environment and the primacy and vitality of the Centres as working environments.  

 

 
Explanation 
Home occupation is one of many activities in the living environment which is ancillary to 
residential activities, and accordingly should be provided for across the living environment 
in an appropriate manner.   Home occupations are important for ensuring the resilience of 
the local community, adding to the range of available local employment options, reducing 
the need to travel and providing local services; however, these activities must be 
managed so as to retain the character and amenity of the wider residential environment. 
 
 
 
 
Policy 5.33 – Non-Residential and Intensive Residential 
Landscaping 

Ref. 

Landscaping will be required for non-residential activities and intensive residential 
development in the Living Zones to enhance residential amenity, while promoting 
water conservation and biodiversity and allowing for the natural infiltration of 
surface waters through permeable treatments.  Landscaping will be located and 
designed in accordance with the following principles: 

a) the visual impact of large buildings will be reduced by appropriate screening 
and planting; 

b) service yards, loading areas and outdoor storage areas will be screened; 
c) on-site outdoor living areas will be defined and enhanced by landscaping; 
d) sunlight access and passive surveillance to adjoining areas will not be 

unreasonably restricted; 
e) public infrastructure and services will not be damaged or blocked;  
f) planting of locally indigenous vegetation will be encouraged; and 
g) permeable surfaces will be provided for the natural infiltration of surface 

waters. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Landscaping has an important role in mitigating the visual effects of development, 
particularly as a means of mitigating the visual impacts of intensive residential activities 
and non-residential activities on the wider residential area.  While such mitigation is a 
valuable tool, it should not necessarily be considered as a panacea for poorly designed 
development. 
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5.2.2 Rules and Standards 

The following rules and standards apply to the Living Environment across the District. 
 
Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted Discretionary 
Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and Pr to 
Prohibited Activities. 
 
Residential and Beach Residential 
Zone Activities/Uses 

Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 

Shared and group accommodation or 
supported living accommodation that meets 
permitted standards 

5A.1.3 
      

Shared and group accommodation or 
supported living accommodation that do not 
meet permitted standards 

5A.4.4 
      

Erection of any building, and any minor works, 
additions or alterations to any existing building 
(excluding any historic heritage building) that 
meets permitted standards 

5A.1.8 

      

Erection of any building, and any minor works, 
additions or alterations to any existing building 
(excluding any historic heritage building) that 
meets permitted standards 

5A.4.2 

      

Relocation of any building that meets 
permitted standards 

5A.1.9       

Relocation of any building that does not meet 
permitted standards 

5A.2.1 
      

Relocation of any building that does not meet 
permitted standards or the controlled activity 
standards 

5A.4.3 
      

Arable farming (including horticulture and 
market gardening) and the keeping of bees 
and/or animals that meets permitted 
standards 

5A.1.10 

      

The keeping of goats, pigs, deer, roosters, or 
more than 12 pigeons or doves 

5A.5.7 
      

Boarding or housing of animals for 
commercial gain 

5A.5.6 
      

Home occupations and commercial, industrial 
and retail activities that meet permitted 
standards 

5A.1.12 
      

Home occupations and commercial, industrial 
and retail activities that do not meet permitted 
standards 

5A.5.3 
      

Boundary adjustments or any subdivision of 
land where no additional lots are created or 
subdivision of Medium Density Housing 
developments if the land use consent 
establishing the development  has been given 
effect to that meet permitted standards 

5A.2.2 

      

Subdivision of land in the focused infill 
precinct which does not comply with 

5A.3.1 
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controlled activity  standards 
Subdivision of land (excluding land within a 
focused infill precinct) which does not comply 
with controlled activity  standards 

5A.3.2 
      

Visitor accommodation that meets permitted 
standards 

5A.2.3 
      

Visitor accommodation that does not meet 
permitted standards 

5A.4.10 
      

Medium density housing that meets restricted 
discretionary activity standards 

5A.3.3 
      

Medium density housing that does not meet 
restricted discretionary standards 

5A.5.1 
      

Any local convenience retail outlet that meets 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

5A.3.4 
      

Any local convenience retail outlet that meets 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

5A.5.3 
      

Development that exceeds the permitted, 
controlled and restricted discretionary 
standards and is in accordance with the 
Development Bonus Guidelines 

5A.4.9 

      

The sale or otherwise disposal of a minor flat 
which is not in conjunction with its associated 
primary residential building 

5A.5.4 
      

5A.5.5       Offensive trades 
Car wrecking indoors and outdoors and the 
storage of wrecked or unroadworthy vehicles 
not within an enclosed building 

5A.5.8 
      

5A.6.1       Commercial panelbeating and spraypainting 
Waikanae North Development Zone 
Activities/Uses 

Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 

In Precinct 1, the erection of any building, and 
any minor works, additions or alterations to 
any existing building (excluding any historic 
heritage building) that meets permitted 
standards 

5B.1.2 

      

In Precinct 1, the erection of any building, and 
any minor works, additions or alterations to 
any existing building (excluding any historic 
heritage building) that does not meet 
permitted standards 

5B.5.1 

      

In Precinct 2, the erection of any building, and 
any minor works, additions or alterations to 
any existing building (excluding any historic 
heritage building) that meets permitted 
standards 

5B.1.3 

      

In Precinct 2, the erection of any building, and 
any minor works, additions or alterations to 
any existing building (excluding any historic 
heritage building) that does not meet 
permitted standards 

5B.5.1 

      

Any building activity in Precincts 4 and 5 that 
meets restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.3.2 
      

Any building activity in Precincts 4 and 5 that 
does not meet restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.5.1 
      

In Precincts 1, 2, 4 and 5, any boundary 
adjustment or subdivision of land where no 
additional lots are created that meets 

5B.2.1 
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controlled activity standards 
In Precincts 1, 2, 4 and 5, any boundary 
adjustment or subdivision of land where no 
additional lots are created that meets 
controlled activity standards 

5A.1.10 

      

Any subdivision of land in Precinct 1 that 
meets restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.3.3 
      

Any subdivision of land within Precinct 2 that 
meets restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.3.4 
      

Any subdivision of land within Precinct 4 that 
meets restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.3.5 
      

Any subdivision of land within Precinct 5 that 
meets restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

5B.3.6 
      

Any subdivision within Precincts 1, 2, 4 or 5 
that does not meet restricted discretionary 
activity standards 

5B.5.2 
      

Vehicle access to Awanui Drive (from the 
Waikanae North Development Zone) 

5B.6.1 
      

Commercial panelbeating and spraypainting 
in all precincts 

5B.6.2 
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Rule 5A.0. Applicability of Rules 5A.1 – 5A.6 
 
Rules 5A.1 to 5A.6 shall apply only to land within the Residential Zone and Beach Residential Zone. For the avoidance of doubt, where a site 
comprises more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters 
of control/discretion shall apply to both the Residential and the Beach Residential Zones.  Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 5A.1 to 5A.6 for any activity in the Residential and the Beach Residential 

Zones, attention is also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 
 

5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 

 Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1  

2. Fences 
 

Fence Height 
1. The maximum height of any fence shall be 2 metres, except:  

a) in the front yard, where the maximum height shall be 1.5 metres; and 
b) along any boundary which adjoins any Open Space Zone, esplanade or any access strip, 

where the maximum height shall be: 
i) 1.2 metres if less than 50% transparent; and 
ii) 1.8 metres if 50% transparent (or more). 

 
2. For the purposes of calculating maximum height under standard (1) above where a fence is 

erected atop a retaining wall, the height shall be the combined distance measured vertically 
from the base of the retaining wall to the top of the fence. 

 

   
 
 
Front Yard Visual Permeability  

 

fence

retaining wall

Height 
(where fence erected 
atop retaining wall) 
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
3. In the front yard, any fencing above 1.2 metres in height shall be at least 50% visually 

permeable. 
 

3. Shared and group 
accommodation or supported 
living accommodation 

 
 

Number of residents 
1. no more than 6-full time residents shall be accommodated at any time. 
 
Block Length 
2. the maximum block length of the development shall be 100 metres.  For the purposes of this 

standard, the maximum block length shall also apply to any internal roading proposed. 
 
Independent Units 
3. any detached or semi-detached independent unit shall  

a. have a minimum lot area of 200m2 
b. provide a private outdoor living court of at least 30m², with a minimum dimension of 

2.5m and the ability to accommodate a circle with a 4m diameter; 
c. the private outdoor living court shall be directly accessible from a habitable room in the 

primary residential building and have a grade not exceeding 1:12 (vertical : horizontal) in 
any direction. 

 
Outdoor living space  
4. excluding detached or semi-detached independent units, the following outdoor living space 

requirements shall apply:  
a. no less than 5m2 of accessible outdoor living space shall be provided for each hospital 

or supported living bed provided in the development; 
b. for any other shared and group accommodation, no less than15m2 of accessible outdoor 

living space shall be provided per resident;  
c. outdoor living space may be communal or private as long as the minimum area per 

resident required by (a) and (b) is achieved; and 
d. outdoor living space shall have a grade not exceeding 1:12 (vertical : horizontal) in any 

direction. 
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
 

4. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Land use activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance effect at 
or beyond the boundary of the site on which the activity is occurring.  
 

 

5. Lighting 1. Any floodlighting shall be directed so that spill of light will be contained within the boundaries of 
the site on which the activity occurs. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 
lux, when measured 1.5 metres inside the boundary of any adjoining property which is located 
in any Residential or Rural Zone. This standard does not apply to street lighting on roads. 

 

 

6. Permeable Surfaces 1. Each site shall have a permeable surface area that is not covered by buildings, paving or other 
impermeable object of not less than 30% of the total site area, except that this standard shall 
not apply to network utilities on sites less than 200m2. 

 

 

7. Outdoor Storage associated 
with non-residential activities 

Location  
1. No outdoor storage shall be located in any front yard. 
 
Screening 
2. Any outdoor storage shall be screened from neighbours and any legal road by landscaping, 

fence or wall to a minimum height of 1.5 metres and a maximum height of 2 metres. 
 
Maximum area  
3. Outdoor storage (including screening and/or landscaping) shall not exceed a total area of 25m2 

 

 

8. Erection of any building, and 
any minor works, additions or 
alterations to any existing 
building (excluding any historic 
heritage building). 

Maximum number of units 
1. For any site in the focused infill precinct, no more than one household unit may be erected on-

site. 
2. For any lot in the Residential and Beach Residential Zones which are not in the focused infill 

precinct, up to four household units may be erected on any site provided it can be shown that 
each building complies with the relevant standards under Rule 5A.3.2 and the payment of 
financial contributions under Chapter 12.  
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
Minor flats 
3. Up to one minor flat may be erected for each household unit on any site.   
4. Any minor flat shall be no greater than 50m2 in gross floor area (excluding decks).   
5. Any minor flat shall be located no less than 1 metre behind the front façade of the primary 

residential building for any site boundary directly adjoining legal road (unless located within the 
same building, in which case it may be located in line with the primary residential building).   

6. No minor flat shall be sold or otherwise disposed of except in conjunction with the household 
unit.  

 
 
Coverage 
7. The maximum area of any site covered by any buildings shall be 35% except that this standard 

shall not apply to network utilities on sites less than 200m2 
8. The combined maximum area of all detached accessory buildings on any site shall be 60m2. 
 
 
Height 
9. The maximum height of any building is set out below:  

a) any building shall have a maximum height of 8 metres except where specified in b), c) and 
d) below. 

b) any accessory building shall have a maximum height of 4.5 metres  
c) Buildings in the ‘Waikanae Golf Residential Area’ shall have a maximum height of 4.5m 

above the 1 in 100 year flood level. 
d) any building in the Beach Residential Zone shall have of a maximum height of 8 metres, 

or a maximum of two storeys, whichever is the lesser. 
 

10. Any building shall fit within a height envelope which is made up of recession planes which 
commence at a point 2.1 metres above the property boundary and inclines inwards at an angle 
of 45 degrees.  Refer to the definition of the height envelope. 
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
Plot ratio – Beach Residential Zone 
11. Any site in the Beach Residential Zone shall have a maximum plot ratio of 0.6:1.0. 
 
Yards, building location and outdoor living areas 
12. All household units shall have a contiguous outdoor living court.  Outdoor living courts shall:  

a) have a minimum area of 40m2 except in any focused infill precinct, where the minimum 
area shall be 30m2;  

b) contain no dimension less than 6 metres, except in any focused infill precinct, where:  
i. the minimum dimension shall be 2.5 metres; and 
ii. the court shall be capable of accommodating a circle of not less then 4 metres in 

diameter  
c) be located to the north, west and/or east of any primary residential building;  
d) be screened by a fence or vegetation to provide privacy from the ground floor window and 

the outdoor living courts of other primary residential buildings, whether located on the 
same site or not; and   

e) have direct access to an internal habitable room in the primary residential building.. 
 

13. The minimum yard requirements for any site shall be: 
a) for any front yard on any site in the Residential Zone: 

i) any primary residential building shall be set back at least 3 metres from any road 
boundary; 

ii) any accessory building shall be set back at least 5.5 metres from any road 
boundary and at least 1 metre behind the front façade of the primary residential 
building; 

iii) any eave which intrudes into the front yard as required by standards (i) and (ii) 
above by no greater than 0.6 metres shall be excluded, except where the eave 
would overhang any easement.  

 
b) for any front yard on any site in the Beach Residential Zone: 

i) the front façade of any primary residential building shall be located within the site’s 
beach character setback margin, and shall be no closer to the road than 3 metres; 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Living Environment   

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [5-42] - Notified 29 November 2012 

5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
ii) for any accessory building, standard 13.a.ii shall apply; and 
iii) any eave which intrudes into the front yard as required by standards (i) - (iii) above 

by no greater than 0.6 metres shall be excluded, except where the eave would 
overhang any easement.  
 

c) Side and rear yards 
i) any residential building and any habitable room within any accessory building shall 

be setback from adjoining sites such that the following minimum dimensions are 
achieved:  
a. if located on any front site - 3 metres rear yard, 3 metres one side yard, and 

1.5 metres all other side yards.  
b. if located on any rear site - 3 metres all yards. 

ii) any accessory building excluding habitable rooms within the accessory building 
shall be setback from adjoining sites such that:  
a. rear and side yards shall have a minimum width of 1 metre.  

iii) any building used for non-residential purposes shall be set back from adjoining site 
boundaries by a minimum of 4 metres.  

iv) any eave which intrudes into the side and/or rear yard as required by standards (i) 
– (iii) above by no greater than 0.6 metres shall be excluded, except where the 
eave would overhang any easement 

 
d) Separation between primary residential buildings on same site 

i) any two primary residential buildings on a given site shall be separated by a 
distance not less than 4.5 metres, except that this shall not apply to any attached 
primary residential buildings 

 
e) Separation of buildings from access leg/right of way boundary 

i) any building shall be setback a minimum of 1 metre from any boundary adjoining 
an access leg and/or right of way 

 
f) In the Waikanae Golf Residential Area Precinct, the following standards shall be met.  
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
Where standards (i) – (iii) below differ from standards (a) – (d) above,  the standards 
below shall take precedence: 

i) any yard adjacent to any property within the Residential Zone shall have a 
minimum width of 4 metres 

ii) all buildings shall be separated by a distance not less than 6 metres. 
iii) the maximum dimension of any building shall be 15 metres. 

 
 
Buildings in the Pekawy Development Area Precinct 
14. Any building (including  any accessory building) in Pekawy Development Area Precinct (Lot 8 

DP 25867) shall comply with the permitted activity standards specified on the structure plan for 
the “Pekawy Development Area” (See Schedule xx). 

 
Buildings in the Ferndale Area Precinct 
15. Any building in the Ferndale Area Precinct (as shown on map XX) shall:  

a) comply with the relevant permitted activity standards above and the additional permitted 
activity standards attached to the site Structure Plan (Appendix XX).  For the avoidance of 
doubt, where the standards in Appendix XX differ from standards (1.) – (20.) above, the 
standards in Appendix XX shall apply; and 

b) be in general accordance with the site Structure Plan (Appendix 2). 
 

Water Demand Management – Residential Buildings 
16. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

9. Relocation of any building 1. relocation shall be limited to:  
a) repositioning of the building within the site on which it is located; or 
b) moving a building off of a site boundary to be repositioned within one of the lots. 

 
2. no building that is older than 15 years or is greater than 30m2 in total floor area shall be 

relocated. 
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5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
3. any relocated building shall be able to comply with the permitted activity standards for buildings 

set out under rule 5A.1.8. 
 
Advice note – attention is drawn to the provisions of Chapter 10, in which additional controls apply 
to the relocation of listed historic heritage buildings. 
 

10. Arable farming (including 
horticulture and market 
gardening) , and the keeping of 
bees and/or animals  

1. No roosters and no more than 12 poultry (excluding roosters) shall be permitted on any site; 
2. No intensive farming activity shall be permitted 
3. Any bird aviary shall:  

a) have a maximum area of 15m2;  
b) be sited at least 5 metres from any neighbouring primary residential building; and 
c) include containers for the storage of seed where an excess of 10kg of seed is stored on-

site. 
 
Advice note – for all farming activities and keeping of animals (and/or bees) in any Residential 
Zone, attention is drawn to standard 5A.1.4.1 regarding potential nuisance. 
 

 

11. Development of Lot 2 DP 
441854 (Milne Drive, 
Paraparaumu)  

1. All proposed buildings and activities, and all changes to buildings and activities shall 
demonstrate that hydraulic neutrality in any equivalent ARI 24-hour storm event up to a 1 in 
100 year event will be achieved on-site. 

 
2. No sealed carparking area shall be formed and no building or structure shall be erected within 

the parts of the site identified on the Structure Plan in Residential Zone Schedule X as ‘No 
Build Areas’ other than fences, and structures required in association with on-site stormwater 
management and disposal. 

 
3. Prior to the occupation of any residential building, the ‘No-Build Area B’ shall be developed to 

include:  
a) an earth bund of not less than 1.5m in height;  
b) a 2 metre-high close-boarded timber or other acoustic fence on top of the earth bund (i.e. 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Living Environment   

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [5-45] - Notified 29 November 2012 

5A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
in combination having a total height of not less than 3.5m above existing ground level) 
except as necessary to provide for pedestrian access if required;  

c) The bund and fence shall be continuous through ‘No-Build Area B’ except where an 
opening is necessary to provide a single pedestrian access through it.  

d) establishment of vegetation to visually screen the fence, including tree species capable of 
growing to at least 4.0 metres in height.  

 
4. The entire width of ‘No-Build Area C’ shall be planted and maintained as a vegetated buffer for 

Andrews Pond.  
 
5. Only eco-sourced indigenous plant species from the Foxton Ecological District shall be used 

for planting to create the vegetated buffer in ‘No-Build Area C’. 
 

12. Home Occupations , and 
Commercial, Industrial and 
retail activities 

1. Any home occupation, commercial, industrial or retail activity shall:  
a) be carried out within a lawfully established residential building or an accessory building; 
b) not involve the use of any source of motive power other than electric motors of not more 

than 0.56kw; 
c) not occupy more than 40m2 gross floor area (whether temporary or permanent);.  
d) not employ more than one non-resident person;. 
e) not receive any delivery made to the site between the hours of 7pm and 7am. 
 

2. In addition to (1) above, for any retail activity: 
a) retailing shall be ancillary to a primary industrial and/or commercial home occupation 

activity;  
b) no goods on display shall be visible from outside the building in which the retail activity is 

undertaken; and 
c) the maximum retail sales area (whether temporary or permanent) shall not exceed 10m2. 

 
Advice note – for on-site vehicle parking requirements for non-resident employees, deliveries and 
customers refer to standards in Chapter 11 - Infrastructure. 
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5A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Relocation of any building 
where permitted activity 
standard 5A.1.9.3 is complied 
with, but where either (or both) 
standard 5A.1.9.1 or 5A.1.9.2 
is not complied with.  

1. Any damaged exterior fabric or fittings of the 
building including where damage has resulted 
from relocation shall be repaired and/or 
replaced. 

 
2. The subfloor of the building shall be covered 

with baseboards or other flooring materials. 
 
3. Spouting and associated visible drainage 

systems shall be repaired or replaced if 
damaged. 

 
4. A performance bond (bank guaranteed) or 

cash deposit to the value of $7,500 shall be 
paid to the Council at least 48 hours prior to 
the building being relocated onto the site. 

 
 

1. location of building 
 
2. visual, character and amenity effects 
 
3. landscaping 
 
4. the duration of time within which the 

building is to be covered and within 
which its foundations have been 
established 

 
5. the appearance of the building (including 

the time period within which repair and 
finish work is to be completed) and the 
nature and condition of the finished 
roofing, cladding, joinery, drainage and 
enclosure of the subfloor, and  

 
6. The imposition of any performance bond 

required  
 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 

2. Boundary Adjustments or any 
subdivision of land where no 
additional lots are created, or 
any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 and 11B.2.1, or 
subdivision of Medium Density 

1. Each lot shall have frontage to a legal road. 
 
2. No further development potential shall be 

created as a result of the subdivision. (i.e. 
through the creation of a small lot and a larger 
lot which can then be further subdivided and 
would not have met all restricted discretionary 

1. Design and layout, including any 
associated earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network, 
and any transport effects  
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5A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

Housing developments if the 
land use consent establishing 
the development has been 
given effect to. 

activity standards including minimum or 
average lot sizes prior to this subdivision 
occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. The relevant standards under Rules 5A.3.1 

and 5A.3.2 shall be complied with, including 
any additional restricted discretionary activity 
standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 

3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
natural features 

 
5. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
  
6. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan. 

  
7. The imposition of conditions  
 
8. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
 

3. Visitor Accommodation 1. Any building associated with the activity shall 
comply with the permitted activity standards 
under Rule 5A.1.8. 

 
2. The activity shall not receive any delivery 

made to the site between the hours of 7pm 
and 7am 

 

1. Transport effects 
 
2. Landscaping 
 
3. Noise effects 
 
4. Layout, size, design and location of any 

proposed buildings associated with the 
activity 

 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Living Environment   

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [5-49] - Notified 29 November 2012 

5A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

5. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
6. Any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity 
 
7. Cumulative effects 
 
8. The imposition of conditions 
 
9. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 
Note: Where consent is required under other 
rules in the Plan which are associated with an 
activity considered under this rule, additional 
matters of control may also apply. 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Subdivision of land in the 
Focused Infill Precinct which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
5A.2.2. 

1. Each lot shall have a minimum area of 300m2 
(exclusive of access). 

 
2. Each lot shall be capable of accommodating a 

12 metre diameter circle. 
 
3. Any front lot shall have a minimum road 

frontage of 6 metres. 
 
4. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
and any associated earthworks 

 
2. Character and amenity effects 
 
3. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
4. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012 
 
5. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 
6. Geotechnical information 
 
7. The imposition of conditions 
 
8. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any transport effects 

 
9. Any legal mechanisms required for legal 

access 
 
10. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to any natural hazards 
features, historic heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
11. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
(Appendix XX) 

 
12. Consistency with any relevant structure 

plan and the notations attached to the 
structure plan, including any additional 
matters over which Council reserves 
discretion. 

 
Note: Where consent is required under other 
rules in the Plan which are associated with an 
activity considered under this rule, additional 
matters of discretion may also apply. 
 

2. Any subdivision of land 
(excluding land within a 
focused infill precinct) which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
5A.2.2. 

 
 
Criteria for notification   
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 
 

Minimum and Average Lot Area 
1. Each lot shall meet the following minimum lot 

area requirements:  
 

a) for any lot in the Beach Residential Zone 
or Residential Zone at Paekakariki, the 
Residential Zone at Peka Peka, and the 
Residential Zone at Te Horo Beach, the 
minimum lot area shall be 950m2  

 
b) for any lot in the Waikanae Garden 

Precinct the minimum lot area shall be 
700m2 (inclusive of access). 

 
c) for any lot in the Manu Grove low density 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
and any associated earthworks 

 
2. Character and amenity effects 
 
3. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
4. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012 
 
5. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

Precinct the minimum lot area shall be 
6000m2 (inclusive of access). 

 
d) for land in the Panorama Drive Precinct: 

i) the minimum lot area shall be 
2,500m2 (inclusive of access); 

ii) the minimum average lot area for 
the precinct shall be 5000m2; and 

iii) a notional house site with a 
minimum dimension of 12 metres 
and which is located outside of any 
area identified as an ecological site 
on the planning maps shall be 
indicated on the subdivision plan. 

 
Note: land within the Panorama Drive 
Precinct is located within a significant 
amenity landscape. Refer to chapter 3 for 
provisions on significant amenity landscapes. 
 
 
e) for land in the Otaki Low Density Precinct 

and Paraparaumu Low Density Precinct: 
i) the minimum lot area shall be 800m2 

(inclusive of access); and 
ii) the minimum average lot area for the 

precinct shall be 950 m2. 
 

f) for land in the Ferndale Area Precinct, 
the minimum lot area shall be as set out 
in Appendix XX (Ferndale Area Structure 

6. Geotechnical information 
 
7. The imposition of conditions 
 
8. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any transport effects 

 
9. Any legal mechanisms required for legal 

access 
 
10. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to any natural hazards 
features, historic heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
 
Note: Where consent is required under other 
rules in the Plan which are associated with an 
activity considered under this rule, additional 
matters of discretion may also apply. 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

Plan). 
 
g) for land in the Pekawy Developments 

Area Precinct, any subdivision shall: 
i) conform to the layout of boundaries, 

vehicle access, open space and 
planting proposals shown on the 
Structure Plan in Appendix XX;  

ii) be subject to the “subdivision 
controls” as set out in the Structure 
Plan in Appendix XX; and 

 
h) for all other land in the Residential Zone 

or Beach Residential Zone where the 
land to be subdivided is less than 
3,000m2 in area: 

i) the minimum lot area shall be 450m2 

(exclusive of access); and 
ii) the minimum average lot area for the 

entire subdivision shall be 600m2 
(exclusive of access). 

 
i) for all other land in the Residential Zone 

or Beach Residential Zone where the 
land to be subdivided is greater than 
3,000m2 in size: 

i) at least 50% of all front lots in the 
subdivision shall have a minimum lot 
area of 550m2 and at least 25% of all 
front lots in the subdivision  shall 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

have a minimum lot area of 700m2; 
and 

 
ii) at least 50% of all rear lots in the 

subdivision shall have a minimum lot 
area of  650m2 (exclusive of access) 
and at least 25% of all rear lots in the 
subdivision shall have a minimum lot 
area of 800m2 (exclusive of access). 

 
j) in addition to the minimum lot area 

requirements in standards (h) and (i) 
above, the following overall average lot 
sizes, (exclusive of access) shall be 
achieved: 

i) 700m2 or greater in the Residential 
Zone at Otaki and Otaki Beach;  

ii) 600m2 or greater in the Beach 
Residential Zone at Otaki Beach;  

iii) 700m2 or greater in the Beach 
Residential Zone at Raumati  

 
Shape Factor 
2. Each lot shall be capable of accommodating 

an 18 metre diameter circle. 
 
Wastewater disposal – non-sewered lots 
3. Any subdivision occurring on land that is not 

serviced by an existing community sewerage 
scheme shall provide evidence from a suitably 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

qualified and experienced person that on-site 
domestic wastewater disposal is suitable for 
each lot in accordance with AS/NZS 
1547:2000 “On Site Domestic Wastewater 
Management.” 

 
Block length 
4. The maximum block length for any subdivision 

subject to standard 5A.3.2.1(h) shall be 100 
metres. 

 
Esplanades 
5. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
3. Medium density housing 
 
 
 
Criteria for notification: 
There will be no need for the 
notification of applications or to 
obtain written consents of 
neighbouring properties if there is 
full compliance with the rules and 
standards. Non-compliance on the 
other hand may require 
neighbours written consent, limited 
service or public notification. 
Council reserves the right to reject 

General Requirements
1. Medium density housing shall: 

a) be located in areas identified on the 
District Plan Maps as Medium Density 
Housing Area; 

b) have a minimum site area of 1500m²; 
c) comprise at least four household units;  
d) have a minimum development area of 

200m² per household unit and a minimum 
average area of 250m² per household 
unit across the development; 

e) medium density housing shall include an 
assessment of the development against 
the Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design Guidelines 

1. Council’s Best Practice Medium Density 
Design Guide, Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design Guidelines and 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements (2012). 

 
2. Design and layout 
 
3. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
4. Compatibility with adjacent development 
 
5. Landscaping 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

the application or require 
notification if site analysis is 
deficient. 
 

(Schedule XX) and the Kapiti Coast Best 
Practice Medium Density Design Guide. 

 
Site Development 
2. A detailed site analysis plan shall be provided 

with any application.  The site analysis plan 
shall:  
a. include consideration of the local 

environment within a 200 metre radius of 
the proposed development site; 

b. . include details of all amenities, public 
transport stops with details of services 
(existing and proposed if possible) for the 
purposes of understanding the 
connections and networks around a 
proposed site for medium density 
housing.  
  

3. A site development plan shall be provided with 
any application including details of proposed: 
a. access;  
b. detailed landscaping (including a 

maintenance schedule);and  
c. waste collection and service points as well 

as details of screening of waste collection 
areas. 

 
4. Each household unit’s site shall be capable of 

containing an 8 metre diameter circle. 
 
5. Where existing lots are to be amalgamated to 

6. Geotechnical information 
 
7. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
8. Materials and finishing of any buildings. 
 
9. Adequacy of proposed site analysis plan 

and site development plan. 
 
10. Energy efficiency and water conservation 
 
11. Screening of rubbish storage areas. 
 
12. Solid waste management and collection 
 
13. The impositions of conditions 
 
14. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 
15. Transport effects 
 
16. Any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity 
 
17. Cumulative effects 
 

 
Note: Where consent is required under other 
rules in the Plan which are associated with an 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

achieve the requisite 1,500m² minimum site 
area, amalgamation of full existing lots only 
shall be permitted.  No Land Use Consent 
shall be issued for a medium density housing 
development until any ‘base’ lots required to 
form the 1500m² minimum ‘parent’ lot have 
been formally amalgamated. 

 
6. Each household unit shall have a building site 

above the estimated 1 in 100 year flood event. 
All-weather access shall not adversely affect 
the flood hazard. 
 

Buildings 
7. The maximum height of any building or 

structure shall be 10 metres except for 
residential land fronting Marine Parade, 
Paraparaumu as shown on the Paraparaumu 
Urban Planning Map where the height shall be 
8 metres. 

  
8. A minimum front yard 

of 4.5 metres shall 
apply allowing an 
intrusion no greater 
than 1.5metres into 
the yard for the 
purposes of a feature 
entry or bay window 
provided a total 
(combined) width of 

activity considered under this rule, additional 
matters of Discretion may also apply. 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

such is no greater than 3.0 metres. A ground 
floor habitable room shall face the street in 
any residential building that fronts one.  

 
9. Residential buildings that front a street shall 

have a main pedestrian ‘front door’ accessed 
from the street. 

 
10. Garages, irrespective of access, shall be 

recessed a minimum 1.0 metre behind the 
front façade of a residential buildings 
(irrespective of whether the front façade fronts 
a street, a common lane, a rear boundary, 
etc.), and otherwise must be set back a 
minimum 5.5 metres from any front boundary.  
 

11. A height in relation to boundary control of 2.1 
metres + 45o shall apply from all boundaries 
facing the southern half of a compass 
including north-south faces, and one of 3 
metres + 45o shall apply to all boundaries 
facing the northern half. This standard shall 
not apply from the road frontage boundary. 
 

12. A building mass 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

plane of 6.5 metres + 45o shall apply inwards 
from the 4.5 metre front yard line. 

 
13. Maximum building length is 12 metres before 

a recess with a minimum dimension of 3 
metres x 3metres is required. This recess 
shall also have a maximum height of no less 
than 1 metre lower than the adjacent building 
mass. In addition, no more than 2 units may 
be terraced unless the connection is via a 
single storey garage, in which case an 
unlimited number may terrace to avoid long 
repetitive rows of units. 

 
14. The maximum height of a front boundary 

fence, or any fence within the front yard, shall 
be 800mm. For any other fence, the maximum 
height shall be in accordance with Rule 5A.1.2 
 

15. Each unit shall provide a private outdoor living 
space of at least 30m², with a minimum 
dimension of 2.5 metres and the ability to 
accommodate a 
circle with a 4 
metre diameter. 
This space 
shall be directly 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

accessible from a habitable room; however it 
shall not be located between a residential 
building’s front and a street. The space shall 
also allow sunlight access to an area of the 
space with a minimum radius of 2 metres that 
is capable of receiving no less than 1 hour of 
continuous sunlight between the hours of 
11:00am and2:00pm on June 21 (mid-winter 
solstice).  (note - depending on orientation  
and topography, an additional balcony may be 
required to provide minimum sunlight access 
to residents). 

 
16. Where sunlight access cannot be achieved at 

ground level in accordance with standard (15), 
a balcony with a minimum area of 6m² and a 
minimum  dimension of 1.5 metres shall be 
provided elsewhere around the unit directly 
accessible from a habitable room. The area of 
the balcony may be subtracted from the total 
area of outdoor living space, the balance of 
which shall comprise at least a complying 
4.0m diameter circle accessible from a living 
area. 
 

17. Site coverage shall not exceed 50%. 
 

18. An average of 1.5 parking spaces per unit 
shall be provided: A minimum of 1 space per 
unit is required and in calculating the average 
no more than 2 spaces per unit may be 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

counted. 
 

19. Residential buildings on sites adjacent to any 
Strategic Arterial Road  (including any State 
Highway)shall be acoustically designed to 
achieve an internal L10 (18 hr) level of 45dBA 
with all opening windows closed and provide 
an acoustic design certificate form a suitably 
qualified person confirming this has been 
achieved. 

 
Esplanades 
20. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
4. Any local convenience retail 

outlet 
1. The maximum retail floor space (whether 

temporary or permanent) shall be 40m2. 
 

2. Hours of operation shall not exceed the period 
from 7:00am to 11:00pm for any given day. 

 
3. any building in which the activity is undertaken 

shall comply with Rules 5A.1.7 and 5A.1.8, 
except that permitted activity standards 
5A.1.8.13 (a) and 5A.1.8.13(b) shall not apply. 

 
4. where any building in which the activity is 

undertaken adjoins or is within 2 metres of any 
road boundary, at least 75% of the ground 
floor elevation(s) of the building that front onto 

1. Layout, size design and location of any 
building associated with the activity 

 
2. Suitability of the site for the proposed 

activity 
 
3. Proximity to and potential adverse effects 

on the vibrancy and vitality of any Centre 
or existing local convenience retail outlet  

 
4. Character and amenity effects 
 
5. Context and surroundings 
 
6. Transport effects 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

the road boundary shall be active retail 
frontage including pedestrian entrances and 
clear glass for the display of goods. 

  
5. the activity shall have road frontage to a 

Strategic Arterial Road (excluding any State 
Highway), a Major Community Connector 
Road, or Local Community Connector Route 
as identified on (Planning Maps/Schedule XX 
Roading Hierarchy) 

 
6. The activity shall not be located within 500 

metres of (or within):  
a. any District Centre, Local Centre, Outer 

Business Centre or Town Centre Zone; 
or 

b. any existing lawfully established local 
convenience retail outlet in the 
Residential Zone or Beach Residential 
Zone. 

 
 

 
7. Any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity 
 
8. Cumulative effects  
 
9. The imposition of conditions 
 
10. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 

5. Development, including 
subdivision, which is 
undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentives 
Guidelines set out in Schedule 
3.X 

1. The amount of development proposed shall 
not exceed or proceed earlier than the 
stipulations in the guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or water 
quality benefits created by the proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
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Rule 5A.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

4. Covenants, easements and other legal 
mechanisms required 

 
5. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
6. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
7. Transport effects 
 
8. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
9. Effect on natural character values 
 
10. Cumulative effects 
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5A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activity in the Residential 

Zone and Beach Residential 
Zone which is not identified as 
a permitted, controlled, 
restricted discretionary, non-
complying or prohibited 
activity. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

2. The erection of any building, 
and any minor works, 
additions or alterations to any 
existing building which does 
not comply with one or more of 
the permitted activity 
standards under rule 5A1.8 
 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Natural Environment Policy 3.22(?) 
b) Living Environment Policies 5.1, 5.3 - 5.5, 5.7 - 5.9, 5.11, 5.13, 5.15, 5.16, 5.19 - 5.28, and 

5.31 - 5.33 
c) Open Space Policies 8.1 – 8.3, and 8.6(B)  
d) Infrastructure Policies 11.10, 11.11, 11.29, 11.30, and 11.33 

 

 

3. Relocation of any building 
which does not comply with 
permitted activity standard 
5A.1.9.3 or any of the 
controlled activity standards 
under Rule 5A.2.1. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

4. Shared or group 
accommodation or supported 
living accommodation which 
does not meet one or more 
permitted activity standards 
under Rule 5A.1.3. 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Natural Environment Policy 3.22(?) 
b) Living Environment Policies 5.1, 5.3 - 5.5, 5.7 - 5.9, 5.11, 5.13, 5.15, 5.16, 5.19 - 5.28, and 

5.31 - 5.33 
c) Open Space Policies 8.1 – 8.3, and 8.6(B)  
d) Infrastructure Policies 11.10, 11.11, 11.29, 11.30, and 11.33 

 

 

5. Any visitor accommodation 
activity which does not comply 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Natural Environment Policy 3.22(?) 
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5A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretio rna y activities. 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 

with one or more the 
controlled activity standards 
under Rule 5A.2.3. 

b) Living Environment Policies 5.1, 5.3 - 5.5, 5.7 - 5.9, 5.11, 5.13, 5.15, 5.16, 5.19 - 5.28, and 
5.31 - 5.33 

c) Open Space Policies 8.1 – 8.3, and 8.6(B)  
d) Infrastructure Policies 11.10, 11.11, 11.29, 11.30, and 11.33 
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5A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Medium Density Housing that is located outside of the Medium Density Precinct identified in the District Plan District-wide and Urban 

Maps or which does not comply with one or more of the restricted activity standards under Rule 5A.3.3. 
 

 

2. Any subdivision of land which does not comply with any one or more of the restricted discretionary activity standards under Rules 
5A.3.1 or 5A.3.2. 

 

 

3. Any local retail convenience outlet that does not comply with one or more of the restricted discretionary standards under Rule 5A.3.5, 
and any Home Occupation, commercial, industrial or retail activity that does not comply with any one or more permitted activity 
standards under Rule 5A.3.12  

 

4. The sale or otherwise disposal of a minor flat which is not in conjunction with its associated primary residential building forming the 
household unit. 

 

 

5. Offensive trades 
 

 

6. Boarding or housing of animals for commercial gain 
 

 

7. The keeping of goats, pigs, deer, roosters, or more than 12 pigeons or doves. 
 

 

8. Car wrecking indoors and outdoors and the storage of wrecked or unroadworthy vehicles not within an enclosed building. 
 

 

9. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council. 
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5A.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are prohibited activities. 
 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
1. Commercial panelbeating and spraypainting  
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Rule 5B.0. Applicability of Rules 5B.1 – 5B.6 
 
Rules 5B.1 to 5B.6 shall apply only to land within the Waikanae North Development Zone. For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises 
more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.   
 
Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
Where there is any inconsistency between the rules below and the Waikanae North Design Guide – Appendix 1, the rules take precedence. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 5B.1 to 5B.6 for any activity in the Waikanae North Development Zone, 

attention is also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

5B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Solar hot water heating shall be fitted to any household unit with a minimum of 2m2 of solar 

panel per unit. 
 
2. Habitable rooms shall be insulated to comply with the following minimums: Walls R 2.6, Roof 

R 4.6, and Floors R 2.0 
 
3. A design certificate signed by a registered architect, member of Architectural Designers of NZ, 

registered engineer or suitably qualified building inspector stating that the plans will achieve 
compliance with standards (1) and (2) above. 

 1. All which are not specified as 
Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non-Complying 
or Prohibited activities and 
comply with all permitted 
activity standards in this 
chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [5-68] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Living Environment   

3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 . In 
all precincts (except precinct 
3) unless specified below 

 
 

 

2. In Precinct Area 1, any activity 
that is identified as a permitted 
activity under Rule 5A.1 shall 
be a permitted activity, unless 
otherwise specified under 
Rules 5B.2 – 5B.6. 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the Residential Zone under 
Rule 5A.1, except that: 

 
a. no more than one household unit shall be erected on any lot; and 

 
b. maximum site coverage shall be 25%. 

 
2. Standards 5B1.1 – 5B.1.3 shall also apply. 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 

3. In Precinct Area 2, any activity 
that is identified as a permitted 
activity under Rule 5A.1 shall 
be a permitted activity, unless 
otherwise specified under 
Rules 5B.2 – 5B.6.  

 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the Residential Zone under 
Rule 5A.1, except that all buildings shall be set back a minimum of 15 metres from the 
boundary of any property within the Residential Zone, and 6 metres from any road boundary.  

 
2. Standards 5B1.1 – 5B.1.3 shall also apply. 
 

 

4. In Precinct Area 3, the rules 
and standards of the Open 
Space (Local Parks) Zone 
shall apply. Refer Chapter 8. 

 

 
 

 

5. In Precinct Areas 4 and 5, any 
activity that is identified as a 
permitted activity under Rule 
5A.1 shall be a permitted 
activity, unless otherwise 
specified under Rules 5B.2 – 
5B.6. 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the Residential Zone under 
Rule 5A.1. 

 
2. Standards 5B1.1 – 5B.1.3 shall also apply. 

 
 

 

6. For subdivision, use and 
development of land in 
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Precinct Area 6, refer to 
Chapter 6. 
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5B.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. In Precincts 1, 2, 4 and 5, any 
boundary adjustment or 
subdivision of land where no 
additional lots are created, or 
any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 and 11B.2.1 
 

1. Any subdivision shall comply with the 
controlled activity standards for the 
Residential Zone under Rule 5A.2.2. 
 

1. The matters listed under Rule 5A.2.2. 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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5B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any development within the 
Zone in excess of a threshold 
totalling 300 household units 
and 100 household units for 
Retirement Accommodation.  
For the purposes of this rule, 
the 400 household units 
referred to shall include any 
households that have been 
constructed as a permitted 
activity and any to which 
resource consent has been 
obtained.  

 

 1. Transport effects, including (but not 
limited to) the effects of traffic generation 
on the local road network and State 
Highway 1 

 
2. If the development is a building in 

Precinct 4 or 5, the other matters listed 
under Rule 5B.3.2. 

 
3. If the development is a subdivision, the 

other matters listed in the Discretionary 
Activity (Restricted) subdivision rule for 
the relevant precinct. 

 

2. Any building activity in 
Precinct 4 and 5. 
 

 
Criteria for notification   
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 

 
 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted 
activity standards for the Residential Zone 
under Rule 5A.1, except that: 
a. all site access for vehicles and 

associated on-site parking and 
garaging shall be accessed solely from 
the rear access lanes as indicated on 
the Regulatory Plan for the Precinct in 
Appendix XX.  

b. site coverage shall not exceed 50% . 
c. no building shall exceed 8 metres in 

height except for any building in 
Precinct 5 within 12m of a road corner 
which shall have a maximum height of 
10 metres. 

d. yard requirements shall be as follows: 

1. The Waikanae North Design Guide – 
(Appendix 1). 

 
2. External design, appearance and siting 
 
3. Character and Amenity effects 
 
4. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements (2012) 
 
5. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Guidelines (Appendix XX) 
 
6. Transport effects 
 
7. Landscaping 
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i. there shall be no minimum front 
yard setback; 

ii. for any rear yard to lane, the 
minimum setback shall be 10m, 
except that this shall not apply to 
any accessory building 

iii. for any side yard, the minimum 
setback shall be 2 metres, or nil if 
party walls are proposed (i.e. 
townhouse development) and 
both lots are owned by the same 
party at the time resource or 
building consent is granted. 

e. permitted activity standard for height in 
relation to boundary shall not apply to 
road or lane frontages or to boundaries 
if party walls are proposed (i.e. 
townhouse development).  Where the 
standard does apply, the vertical 
measurement shall be 5.7 metres with 
the recession plane being 45 degrees. 

 
 

 

 
8. The imposition of conditions 
 
9. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan. 

 
10. Cumulative effects 
 
 

3. Any subdivision of land in 
Precinct 1. 

 
Criteria for Notification 
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 
 

1. The minimum lot area shall be 500m2, the 
minimum average lot area shall be 1000m2  
and maximum lot area shall be 2500m2  

 
2. All services shall be underground. 
 
3. Vehicle access shall be to David Street and 

Parata Street.  No access shall be provided to 
any State Highway. 

 
4. Any grant of an application for subdivision 

consent shall be subject to a condition to be 
complied with on a continuing basis that the 
development of the lots created by the 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
and any associated earthworks 

 
2. Character and amenity effects 
 
3. Landscaping 
 
4. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
5. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012 
 
6. The imposition of financial contributions 
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subdivision is subject to the application of a 
private design control process. 
 

3. The total number of lots for residential activity 
shall not exceed 152. 

 
4. Any application for subdivision shall provide 

information outlining the extent of earthworks 
required for both the subdivision and creation 
of proposed and/or potential building 
platform(s), vehicle access, areas of 
permeable and impermeable surfaces, areas 
for landscaping, reticulated services, 
stormwater retention tank(s) and any 
greywater subsoil disposal areas. 

 
5. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
 

 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 
7. The imposition of conditions 
 
8. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any transport effects 

 
9. Any legal mechanisms required for legal 

access 
 
10. Geotechnical information 
 
11. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to any natural hazards 
features, historic heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
12. Stormwater management 
 
13. Water management and water saving 

initiatives 
 
14. Pest weed and animal control including 

prohibition of domestic cats. 
 
15. The Waikanae North Design Guide – 

(Appendix 1). 
 
16. The application shall assess how the 

subdivision will contribute to achieving, or 
is consistent with, the environmental 
enhancements and water management 
required to implement the Concept 
Masterplan and for the area of the 
subdivision, how environmental 
enhancements and water management 
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will be implemented and maintained. 
 

 
4. Any subdivision of land within 

Precinct 2. 
 
 

Criteria for notification  
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 
 

1. The minimum lot area shall be 1000m2. 
 
2. All services shall be underground. 
 
3. Vehicle access shall be to Parata Street and 

David Street. No access shall be provided to 
any State Highway. 

 
4. Any grant of an application for subdivision 

consent shall be subject to a condition to be 
complied with on a continuing basis that the 
development of the lots created by the 
subdivision is subject to the application of a 
private design control process. 

 
5. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

1. The matters listed under Rule 5B.3.3 
 

 

5. Any subdivision within Precinct 
4. 

 
 
Criteria for notification 
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 

 

1. The minimum lot area shall be 400m2 for land 
fronting the Perimeter Road and 224m2 
elsewhere.  

 
2. All services shall be underground. 
 
3. Vehicle access shall be to Parata Street and 

David Street.  No access shall be provided to 
any State Highway. 

 
4. Any grant of an application for subdivision 

consent shall be subject to a condition to be 
complied with on a continuing basis that the 
development of the lots created by the 
subdivision is subject to the application of a 
private design control process. 

1. The matters listed under Rule 5B.3.3 
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5. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
6. Any subdivision within Precinct 

5. 
 

 
 

Criteria for notification  
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 

 

1. There shall be no minimum lot size. 
  
2. All services shall be underground. 
 
3. Vehicle access shall be to Parata Street and 

David Street.  No access shall be provided to 
any State Highway. 

 
4. Any grant of an application for subdivision 

consent shall be subject to a condition to be 
complied with on a continuing basis that the 
development of the lots created by the 
subdivision is subject to the application of a 
private design control process. 

 
5. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
. 

 

1. The matters listed under Rule 5B.3.3 
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5B.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Any activity not identified as a permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary or prohibited activity and which does not comply with any 

one or more of the permitted, controlled or restricted activity standards under Rules 5B.1 – 5B.3. 
 

 

2. Any subdivision within Precincts 1, 2, 4, or 5 which does not comply with one or more of the restricted discretionary activity standards 
under Rules 5B.3.3 – 5B.3.6.  
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5B.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are prohibited activities. 
 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
1. Vehicle access to Awanui Drive(from the Waikanae North Development Zone) is a prohibited activity. 
 

 

2. Commercial panelbeating and spraypainting in all precincts  
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Rule 5C.0. Applicability of Rules 5C.1 – 5C.5 
 
Rules 5C.1 to 5C.5 shall apply only to land within the Ngarara Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more than one 
zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other 
chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 5C.1 to 5C.5 for any activity in the Ngarara Zone, attention is also drawn 

to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 
 

5C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. All activities which are not 

listed as Controlled, 
Discretionary, Non-Complying 
or Prohibited activities, and 
which comply with all permitted 
activity standards in this 
chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 

 
 

 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 . 

 
2. Unless otherwise specified 

under Rules 5C.2 – 5C.6, any 
activity within an identified 
Neighbourhood Development 
that is in accordance with a 
Council-approved 
Neighbourhood Development 
Plan granted under Rule 
5C.4.2. 

 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the Residential Zone under 
Rule 5A.1, except: 
 
a. where otherwise stated by a Neighbourhood Development Plan or condition of consent 

approved pursuant to Rule 5C.4.2; and 
 
b. no more than one household unit shall be erected on any lot unless otherwise provided by 

a Neighbourhood Development Plan or condition of consent approved pursuant to Rule 
5C.4.2; 

 

 

 
 

5C.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Subdivision within an identified 
Neighbourhood Development 
Area that is in general 
accordance with a Council-
approved Neighbourhood 
Development Plan granted 
under Rule 5C.4.2. 

 

1. In addition to being in general accordance 
with an approved Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, any subdivision shall also 
be in accordance with any conditions of 
consent required by the subdivision consent 
granted in conjunction with the approved 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
and any associated earthworks 

 
2. Character and amenity effects 
 
3. Landscaping 
 
4. The design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
5. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012 
 
6. The imposition of financial contributions 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan 

 
7. The imposition of conditions 
 
8. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any transport effects 

 
9. Any legal mechanisms required for legal 

access 
 
10. Geotechnical information 
 
11. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to any natural hazards 
features, historic heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
12. Stormwater management 
 
13. Water management and water saving 

initiatives 
 
14. The extent of consistency with the 

Structure Plan for the Zone including the 
Ngarara Zone Neighbourhood 
Development Areas contained within 
Appendix XX 

 
 

2. Any non-residential activity, 
retail or commercial activity not 
specified as a permitted 
activity under Rule 5C.1.2 that 
is in general accordance with a 
Council-approved 
Neighbourhood Development 

 1. The installation of water saving devices 
and energy efficient technologies. 

  
2. The extent of consistency with the 

Structure Plan for the Zone including the 
Ngarara Zone Neighbourhood 
Development Areas contained within 
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Plan granted under Rule 
5C.4.2. 

Appendix XX 
 
3. Ecological health of significant wetlands, 

and waterbodies on-site. 
 
4. The provision of foot and cycle pathways 

and the provision of access for public 
transport. 

 
5. The imposition of conditions 
 
6. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements (2012) 
 
7. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Chapter 12 of this 
Plan. 

 
8. Integrated traffic management and 

transport effects. 
 

3. Home occupations  
 

1. Any home occupations must be carried out 
within a complying dwelling or a building 
accessory to a dwelling, and shall comply 
with the following: 
a. no source of motive power other than 

electric motors of not more than 
0.56kw shall be used; 

b. the maximum floor area used (whether 
temporary or permanent) shall not 
exceed 40m2; 

c. no sign shall be displayed other than a 
sign of not more than 0.2m2 in area 
stating the name of the resident and 
the occupation; 

d. no goods, whether partially or 
completely finished, shall be displayed 
or be in view of any person on a road 

1. Character and amenity effects 
 
2. Nuisance effects 
 
3. Transport effects 
 
4. Landscaping 
 
5. Cumulative effects 
 
6. The extent of consistency with the 

Structure Plan for the Zone including the 
Ngarara Zone Neighbourhood 
Development Areas contained within 
Appendix XX 
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or public place; and 
e. no more than one non-resident person 

shall be employed. 
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5C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Development within Totara 
Dunes Neighbourhood 
Development Areas and those 
parts of Ti Kouka, Waimeha 
and Homestead 
Neighbourhood Development 
Areas that adjoin the 
Kawakahia Wetland (K066) 
that is in accordance with an 
approved Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 

1. An open space wetland buffer of no less than 
20 metres in width shall be established around 
wetlands and streams, except that a buffer of 
no less than 50 metres in width shall be 
required for those areas shown as “Open 
Space Wetland Buffer (50m Buffer)” on the 
Ngarara Structure Plan.   

 
2. For wetland buffers:  

a. less than 50 metres in width, a 10 metre 
building setback from the inland 
boundary of the buffer is required; and 

b. 50 metres in width or greater, no building 
setback is required. 

 
3. No structures shall be located within open 

space wetland buffers except for structures 
associated with passive recreation and 
conservation activities. 

 
4. The ownership and management structure of 

the public open space within the 
Neighbourhood Development Areas subject to 
this rule shall be defined and provided with an 
application for consent. 

 
5. An Environmental Management Plan shall be 

prepared in accordance with Appendix 1 and 
2. 

 

1. Council’s Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements (2012) 

 
2. Ecology and biodiversity 
 
3. Natural hazard risk management 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
5. The extent of consistency with the 

Structure Plan for the Zone including the 
Ngarara Zone Neighbourhood 
Development Areas contained within 
Appendix XX 
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6. All wastewater shall be reticulated and all 
waste control structures shall be fully 
contained to ensure no leakage or 
groundwater filtration. 

 
7. No untreated stormwater shall be discharged 

to natural wetlands. 
 
8. All stormwater discharges shall be treated 

prior to discharge to ground on site in 
accordance with approved stormwater 
management processes. 

 
9. Individual building platforms within each lot 

and associated services shall be defined. 
 
10. Locally sourced indigenous species will be 

used for all planting. 
 
11. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 
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5C.4 Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding discretionary standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Assessment Criteria  Ref. 

1. Any activity in the Ngarara 
Zone which is not identified as 
permitted, controlled, 
restricted discretionary, non-
complying or prohibited. 

 

 1. Consistency with the relevant Plan 
policies, including (but not limited to) all 
policies in this Chapter. 

 
 

 

2. Development of a 
Neighbourhood Development 
Area, as identified in the 
Structure Plan included in 
Appendix XX 

 

General Requirements – Subdivision 
application and Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 
1. A Neighbourhood Development Plan and an 

application for subdivision consent shall be 
submitted with any resource consent 
application for development of any 
Neighbourhood Development Area. 

 
2. Any conditions required to be complied with on 

a continuing basis will be secured against the 
title of the Neighbourhood Development Area. 

 
Note – Details approved as part of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan and subdivision 
may be incorporated by reference into the District 
Plan by a subsequent Plan change.  Any 
subsequent consent applications will have to 
comply with the controls and conditions that apply 
as a result. 
 
 
General requirements – Subdivision 
3. The subdivision application required under 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan 
policies, including (but not limited to) all 
policies in this Chapter. 
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standard (1) above shall define:  
a. the extent of the Neighbourhood 

Development Area concerned;  
b. the roading and open space network 

proposed;  
c. the areas to be developed; and  
d. any easements, controls, covenants or 

other provisions to be complied with on a 
continuing basis 

 
 
Note – for the avoidance of doubt, subsequent 
subdivision that is undertaken in accordance with 
an approved Neighbourhood Development Plan is 
a controlled activity under Rule 5C.2.1. 
 
 
General requirements – Neighbourhood 
Development Plan  
4. An application for consent for a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan shall 
contain the following: 

 
a. a Master plan detailing: Roading and 

access arrangements, servicing 
provisions (wastewater, water, power 
and telecommunications), stormwater 
provisions, proposed activities and 
specific locations, bulk and location 
standards, open space network; 

 
b. a plan identifying proposed property 

boundaries and future staging of 
development (whether or not subdivision 
consent is concurrently being sought); 

 
c. evidence that each future lot used for 

residential purposes will provide a 
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building site above the 1 in 100 year 
flood event and a minimum road frontage 
of 6 metres, 

 
d. an assessment of effects, including 

appropriate reports; 
 
e. a statement regarding consultation, 

including consultation with Vector Gas 
Limited for development within the gas 
pipeline easement; 

 
f. an outline of covenants that will apply to 

both public and private areas; 
 
g. an outline of the open space network and 

proposed protection mechanisms; 
 
h. ownership arrangement details and 

Management Frameworks for the open 
space areas; 

i.  
j. landscape concept containing form, 

character, activities and typical materials; 
 
k. a design statement for future buildings; 
 
l. an earthworks plan showing cut and fill, 

and vegetation to be retained or 
removed; 

 
Ecological Assessment 
5. For the Totara Dunes, Nga Manu, and parts of 

Ti Kouka, Waimeha, Kanuka Ridge and 
Homestead Dunes Neighbourhood 
Development Areas, an ecological 
assessment shall be provided from a qualified 
ecologist, to determine:  
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a. the precise extent of Kawakahia wetland 

(K066) and Nga Manu Bush (K133) 
Ecosites and the potential effect of 
development on their ecological health; 

 
b. whether the minimum required open 

space wetland buffer required by the 
Ngarara Structure Plan (20 and 50 
metres) is sufficient to avoid or mitigate 
effects on the ecological health and 
protection of indigenous flora and fauna 
from development activities which 
include, but are not limited to: 

 
i. roading infrastructure; 
ii. earthworks; 
iii. residential housing; 
iv. stormwater and wastewater; 
v. recreational facilities; and 
vi. human activity; 

 
c. whether other additional measures are 

necessary to avoid or mitigate effects, for 
example, connections and wildlife 
corridors, roading alignment and design, 
house lot restrictions, restrictive 
covenants and stormwater infiltration. 

 
Environmental Management Plan 
6. An Environmental Management Plan (“EMP”) 

is to be prepared jointly by a landscape 
architect and suitably qualified ecologist in 
consultation with a stormwater engineer and 
Council.  The EMP shall aim to ensure the 
development and protection of healthy 
wetlands and streams, and their integration 
with public access, visual screening, and 
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stormwater management.  It shall include but 
not be limited to, the following matters: 

 
a. the identification and protection of 

threatened wetland plant, bird and fish 
species; 

b. the design and management of wetland 
systems to ensure ecological health is 
maintained;  

c. the design and management of 
watercourses to ensure corridors are 
maintained for movement of freshwater 
fish; 

d. The integration of waterways with 
stormwater management systems to 
ensure water quality is maintained and 
ecological values are protected; 

e. integration of public access including 
cycleways, walkways and bridleways 
required to give effect to the objectives 
and policies; 

f. integrated planting for shelter, screening 
and public open space; 

g. timeframes to complete any works 
required; 

h. monitoring and reporting to Council on 
the achievement of the EMP’s intended 
outcomes. Monitoring shall include but 
not be limited to assessment of the 
following criteria: 

 
Water Cleansing: 

vii. capture of runoff/stormwater; 
viii. treatment of sediments or pollutant; and 
ix. prevention of soil erosion and stream bank 

protection. 
 
Habitat Services: 
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x. condition and coverage of native 
vegetation; 

xi. presence of exotic and/or invasive plant 
species; 

xii. connection to adjacent wildlife habitat; 
xiii. health of adjacent aquatic habitat; and 
xiv. evidence of human disturbance; 

 
Other Matters: 

xv. ongoing maintenance; 
xvi. base line water monitoring; 
xvii. base line indigenous fauna monitoring 

including impacts on indigenous 
fauna 

 
Stormwater Management Plan 
7. A Stormwater Management Plan (“SMP”) shall 

be provided.  The SMP shall aim to minimise 
the impact from stormwater run off on 
surrounding waterbodies; and to ensure the 
protection and enhancement of natural values.  
It shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following matters: 

 
a. an assessment of effects with overall 

aims of demonstrating that no more than 
minor effects are created through the 
development in each NDP and that 
overall benefits to current water quality 
and flooding risks are achieved; and 

 
b. specific descriptions of the forms of low 

impact stormwater technology to be 
utilised for site development, e.g. 
including swales, rain gardens, roof 
runoff water tanks.  

 
Note: The development of the SMP is to be 
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coordinated with development of the EMP to 
ensure integration of reticulation, treatment, and 
end of pipe solutions with management and 
hydrology of natural wetlands and waterbodies. 
 
Integration of storm water treatment and 
management is to recognise Greater Wellington 
Regional Council publications “Mind the Stream”; 
“So you’re thinking about a pond”; and 
“Understanding the Wet in Wetlands”. 
 
Archaeological Survey and Assessment 
8. An Archaeological Survey and Assessment 

(“ASA”)  shall be provided, and provide 
information related to the following: 

 
a. the ASA is to include a comprehensive 

archaeological survey of the NDA for 
which resource consent is sought, using 
appropriate and current technology, to 
record all sites present, in so far as this is 
possible; 

 
b. the archaeologist preparing the ASA 

should use the results of the survey to 
contribute towards development of the 
neighbourhood layout, noting areas 
which should be set aside as reserves, 
and deterring the layout and road 
alignment; 

 
c. the archaeologist should identify specific 

sites that could be investigated, to 
address the research themes noted 
above, and further research themes that 
are developed in the intervening time; 

 
d. the developer will need to apply to the 
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Historic Places Trust for an authority to 
modify, damage or destroy sites, prior to 
any earthworks for each neighbourhood; 
and 

 
e. the archaeologist should contribute, 

knowledge, data and items to 
neighbourhood interpretations on the 
history of each neighbourhood. 

 
Integrated Traffic Assessment 
9. Development of each NDA within the Zone 

shall prepare an Integrated Traffic 
Assessment (“ITA”) to determine whether or 
not traffic effects on local (Kapiti Coast) and 
regional road networks are manageable 
and/or what measures are needed to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate these effects to an 
acceptable level. For the Waimeha NDA, the 
ITA shall address the traffic effects in excess 
of those from a threshold totalling 265 
household units. The assessment shall include 
consideration of: 

 
a. trip generation; 
 
b. public transport provision; 
 
c. walk and cycling planning; 
 
d. emissions; 
 
e. travel plan; and 
 
f. intersection capability. 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [5-93] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Living Environment   
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5C.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Any land use activity that is not specified as a permitted activity under Rule 5C.1., as an anticipated activity in the corresponding 

Neighbourhood Development Area for the respective site, or not in accordance with or subject to an approved Neighbourhood 
Development Plan granted under Rule 5C.4.2. 

 

 

2. Subdivision of land that is not subject to, or is not in conformity with, an approved Neighbourhood Development Plan granted under 
Rule 5C.2.1 or 5C.4.2. 

 

 

3. Development of a Neighbourhood Development Area that does not comply with one or more Discretionary Activity standards under 
Rule 5C.4.2 

 

 

4. Offensive trades; boarding or housing of animals for commercial gain; car wrecking within enclosed buildings; and the keeping of 
pigeons, doves, goats, pigs and deer. 

 

 

 
 

5C.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are prohibited activities. 
 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
1. Commercial panelbeating and spraypainting   
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Medium Density Housing Design Guide    
 
Special Character Areas Design Guidelines 
 
Ferndale Area Structure Plan and Notations  
 
Pekawy Developments Area Structure Plan and Notations 
 
Structure Plan for Development of Lot 6 DP 75592 and Part Lot 1 DP 88703 (Milne Drive, Paraparaumu) 
 
CPTED Guidelines 
 
Streetscape Strategy and Guidelines 
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6 Working Environment 
 
The chapter primarily implements Objective 2.3 Development Management, 2.17 
Centres, 2.16 Economic Vitality and 2.19 Urban Design (set out in chapter 2). The 
following objective is also relevant to resource management issues for the Working 
Environment: 
 
 

2.1 Tangata Whenua  
2.8 Strong Communities 
2.11 Character and Amenity 
2.12 Housing Choice and Affordability 
2.13 Infrastructure and Services 
2.14 Access and Transport 
2.15 Incentives  

 

6.1.1 Policies 

Introduction 
The working environment of the Kāpiti Coast includes the urban areas where business 
activities are the primary activity (i.e. the working zones) and other areas where business 
activities are undertaken in conjunction with other activities, such as in living and rural 
environments.  Business activities include retail, commercial and industrial activities.  
Other activities which are complementary and supporting to business activities are 
undertaken in working environment and these may include cultural, community, civic, 
recreational, entertainment, education, religious and residential activities.  Business 
activities are focused within specific centres and areas within the District.  A high level of 
amenity is envisaged for the working environments in the District.   Where business 
activities are undertaken in other environments, they are generally ancillary to the primary 
activities within the environment.   
 
Once business development is established it is likely to exist for a number of generations. 
Changing the form and structure of established urban areas can be difficult and 
expensive.  Therefore, it is important to achieve a robust form of development that is 
responsive in the long term to the changing needs of the Kapiti District’s many 
communities. 
 
The careful management of the design, location, scale and function of business activities 
and development within the District, may be able to enable or contribute to the 
achievement of the following outcomes: 
1. reduce the current low employment retention of the district and increase business 

creation and retention; 
2. make efficient use of, and allow the efficient provision of, services and physical 

resources within communities, especially those associated with centres which are 
known to be underperforming; 

3. consolidate commercial activities within centres so as to provide for the more efficient 
provision of activities and services provided, and enhance certainty in public and 
private sector confidence in physical infrastructure in these locations;  

4. respond to changes in the demographic structure of the population, noting that the 
age profile with a significantly higher average age in the district, a high proportion of 
children and a lower than average population of working age people. 
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5. reduce vehicle trip frequency, trip generation and distance, and improve modal choice, 
6. efficiently and effectively provide public infrastructure such as roads, civic facility and 

amenity improvements; 
7. cluster in defined locations so as to better manage adverse environmental effects, 

especially of industrial activities; 
8. recognise and avoid reverse sensitivity effects; and  
9. enable socially cohesive and resilient communities. 
 
The following issues are covered in this chapter: 

- business distribution and consolidation 
- centres hierarchy and intensification 
- amenity and local character 
- business activities not located within the working zones 
- residential activities in working zones 
- built and urban form in working zones 

 
The chapter is split into two component parts, comprising:  

- District-wide provisions (policies only) that relate to business activities occurring 
across the District and all activities within the working zones; and  

- provisions relating specifically to the seven working zones.  
 
Rules and standards relating to business activities in other zones will be located in the 
relevant chapters (i.e. the rural environment, living environment).   
 
Many sites in the working environment are characterised by special features as shown on 
the planning maps. Chapters relating to special features (i.e. natural hazards, historic 
heritage and natural environment) also contain relevant provisions applying to the working 
environment. 
 
 

Policy 6.1 – Consolidation of business activities Reference 

Objective 
 
 

Business activities within the District will be enabled to create consolidated and 
convenient business areas within identified working environments, to: 

a) meet the economic needs of businesses and provide the community with 
convenient access to goods and services, and opportunities for employment and 
social interaction;  

b) ensure an adequate supply of land to meet commercial and industrial demands so 
as to encourage economic growth and development; 

c) integrate with the provision of strategic and community infrastructure, including 
the transport network;  

d) limit development where environmental constraints or servicing capacity 
inadequacies exist, unless those constraints and inadequacies can be adequately 
addressed; and 

e) differentiate and manage business activity, through: 
i. providing for varying levels of retail and commercial activity to meet the 

community’s social and economic needs, principally within identified centres, 
primarily at the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre within District Centre Zone 
Precinct A and the Town Centre Zone, and with more localised needs provided 
for within the Local Centre Zone; 

ii. providing for a range of industrial activities, principally in the Industrial Zone 
where their scale and extent of effects can be appropriately catered for, whilst 
meeting the district’s economic needs; and 

iii. enabling a range of business activities to be undertaken in the Airport Zone 
where these: 
a. these remain compatible with Airport operations; 
b. these avoid reverse sensitivity effects within industrial activities undertaken 

at the Airport;  
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c. limited retail activities do not form a centre; and 
d. business activities support the District’s centres hierarchy and the role and 

function of individual centres.   
 
 
Explanation 
The primary emphasis for business growth within the District is the consolidation of 
business activities, providing for intensification of the Sub-Regional Centre at 
Paraparaumu; and other centres as consolidation focal points for retail and commercial 
activities.  Industrial activities are also provided for within the Industrial Zone.  
 
The continued development of retail and office activity outside the Paraparaumu Sub-
Regional Centre (which encompasses the District Centre Zone and the Outer Business 
Centre Zone), Town Centre Zones and Local Centre Zones would disperse the District’s 
retail and commercial activities to the detriment of the efficient operation, function, viability 
and sustainability of the District’s centres, especially the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional 
Centre. The consolidation of retail and commercial activities also allows for the 
intensification of the existing low density activities within the centres to improve 
agglomeration and efficiency of the centres. 
 
The consolidation of retail and commercial activities within existing centres, such as 
Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre and Waikanae Town Centre, assists in minimising 
adverse impacts on the road network, and provides greater certainty for both business 
investment and strategic and community infrastructure provision.  The consolidation of 
business activity centralises traffic patterns around Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre as 
a regionally significant centre and other centres. The consolidation of business activities 
result in intensified traffic within these areas, which can be managed efficiently and also 
reduce the traffic impact on other sections of the roading network. Concentrating 
businesses in one area and thus centralising traffic also provides significant efficiencies in 
terms of reducing overall trip kilometres and traffic generation. This is also supported by 
the rail stations at Waikanae Town Centre, Otaki Rail Town Centre and Paraparaumu 
Sub-Regional Centre which provide alternative modal choice and improve accessibility for 
those reliant on public transport.  
 
Managing business development in the District in this way also enables the integrated 
management in the provision of amenity related improvements, and through the provision 
of transport and community related infrastructure. The consolidation of business activity 
within centres and industrial areas can result in improved amenity and urban design due 
to increased certainty in private and public infrastructure investment.  Integration of urban 
form and growth can be achieved by linking residential consolidation, commercial growth 
and the transport network to maximise mobility and access options to shops, services, 
workplaces and open space and achieve a sense of place, safety and security. 
 
While the concentration of retail activities results in significant benefits through efficiencies 
from the consolidation of activities and infrastructure, not all retail activities can be catered 
for in these locations, specifically yard based or enterprises ancillary to industrial or rural 
activities.  These retail formats may be appropriate in other commercial or industrial 
locations where they will not compromise the vitality of existing centres. 
 
The consolidation of industrial activities provide for critical mass and ability to diversify 
employment, and the range of facilities that service such nodes.  The consolidation of 
industrial activities also has positive effects for the transport networks, including the ability 
to reduce congestion and conflict between industrial and commercial generated traffic. 
This also enables traffic nuisance and amenity effects to be internalised, for example the 
through the ability to prioritise and reduce conflict on roading that specifically serves the 
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Industrial Zone and to achieve a critical mass for distribution freight and greater levels of 
investment and retained employment.  Traffic impact assessments enable whether the 
integrity of the movement function of the road network will be maintained.  Some limited 
retail activities may be appropriate in the Industrial Zone where such activities are 
ancillary to the on-site industrial use and will not have an adverse effect on the viability of 
the District’s centres. 
 
The business activities provided for within the Airport Zone is further explained in the 
specific policies relating to the Airport Zone.  A range of retail and commercial activities 
are provided for in the Airport Zone, and further development of retail and commercial 
activities in the Airport Zone is currently provided for within the rules and standards but 
further retail and commercial activities beyond this is not supported or consistent with the 
policy framework of this Plan. 
 
Policy 6.2 – Business distribution Reference 

Objective 
 
 

The distribution, scale and form of business activities both in terms of the nature of the 
activity, and the potential local and strategic effects of their operations will be managed in 
accordance with the following principles: 

a) retail activity will be primarily focused within the District Centre Zone, Town Centre 
Zone and Local Centre Zone, and otherwise avoided where it will disperse business 
activity to the detriment of the efficient operation, function, viability and 
sustainability of the district’s centres; 

b) commercial activity, including offices, will be consolidated in the District Centre 
Zone, Outer Business Centre Zone, Town Centre Zone and Local Centre Zone and 
will be only provided for in the Industrial Zone where it is ancillary to industrial 
activities; 

c) industrial activities will be primarily located in the Industrial Zone, and industrial 
activities which add value to primary production activities may be located in the 
Rural Zones;  

d) development of properties in the existing working environment will be encouraged, 
to make efficient use of buildings, land and existing investment in public 
infrastructure, utilities, transport and other facilities; 

e) the productivity and productive potential of the rural environment will be protected; 
and 

f) significant natural areas will be avoided. 
 
This policy relates to all business activity, including retail, commercial and industrial 
activities. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The location of businesses in the district, and in relation to each other, can affect the 
growth and efficiency of the local economy.  The clustering benefits of co-locating similar 
and complementary businesses and industries include: 

 supporting the growth and diversification of the local employment base; 
 maximising the efficient provision and use of infrastructure provided, in particular 

access to the transport network and freight routes; 
 achieving economies of scale through the co-location of retail and commercial 

activities; 
 focusing investment within specific centres and zones and making efficient use of 

private and public infrastructure investment; and 
 managing the adverse effects of dispersed business development. 

 
Within the areas identified for business activities the District Plan rules will provide 
sufficient flexibility to enable ongoing business investment and growth for the District. 
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Policy 6.3 (Centres Hierarchy) sets out further requirements for the development of retail 
and commercial activities within the Centres Zones. 
 
This policy should be applied in conjunction with policies: 
3.3 (Protection) 
3.4 (Enhancement) 
3.5 (Environmental off-setting) 
 
 
Policy 6.3 – Centres hierarchy Reference 

Objective 
 

The role, function, distribution, size and design of each centre is set out in a centres 
hierarchy so they collectively meet community needs and enable employment, goods and 
services to be accessed efficiently and equitably by the community. Development and 
subdivision within each centre will be of a type, scale, intensity and design appropriate to 
the position of that centre in the hierarchy. 
 
The hierarchy of centres within the District is as follows: 

a) Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre: The Sub-Regional Centre is to provide the 
primary focus for business and commercial activities for the District, outside the 
central business district of Wellington, including providing a full range of retail, 
commercial, administrative, cultural, community, entertainment, education, 
religious and recreational facilities, apartments and medium density housing, and 
public and private office development.  The Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre 
encompasses the District Centre Zone and the Outer Business Centre Zone. 

b) Town Centres: Town centres are to provide for both retail facilities that provide 
‘convenience' goods and a range of 'comparison' goods to serve the major weekly 
household shopping needs of the local community, as well as a range of other 
business, cultural and community facilities and services. Large format retail will be 
limited in town centres.  Town centres may also service a ‘niche’ destination retail 
market. Town centres may also have higher density residential activities, where 
identified as appropriate.  The town centres are located within the Town Centre 
Zone at Otaki Main Street, Otaki Rail, Waikanae, Paraparaumu Beach and Raumati 
Beach. 

c) Local Centres:  Local centres are to enable limited local retail, facilities and 
services which serve the daily convenience needs of a local, walkable community. 
Large format retail will be avoided in local centres.  The local centres are located 
within the Local Centre Zone at Paekākāriki, Raumati South, Kena Kena, Meadows, 
Te Moana Road, Mazengarb Road, Waikanae North Development Zone Precinct 6 – 
Mixed Use and Ngarara Zone Waimeha Neighbourhood Development Area. 

 
The centres zoned in the hierarchy have been identified in the District Plan Maps. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Centres hierarchy provides a framework for delivering the commercial urban form 
envisaged in the District’s urban environments.  The grouping of a wide range of facilities 
in integrated centres will benefit the community by encouraging economic and shared use 
of facilities, providing a meeting place for communities, and encouraging ready access by 
both public and private transport.   
 
The centres hierarchy sets out roles for each of the centres within the District, and 
development inconsistent with the role of a centre could weaken the role and viability of 
other centres in the hierarchy.  Redevelopment opportunities exist within the existing 
centres and are likely to be of greater scale and intensity in the larger centres and of 
lesser scale and intensity in smaller centres.  While each centre performs a specific 
function within its catchment, all of the centres exist within a network which meets the 
various civic and commercial needs of the community.  The connection and integration of 
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the centres with a transport network supports the functioning of the centres as a 
hierarchy. 
 
Developments that are of a type, scale or form that inconsistent with the role of a centre 
may have a range of adverse effects, including cumulative effects, on both the centre and 
other centres within the District.  Specific consideration needs to be given to the effect of 
developments which may affect the viability and vitality of the District’s centres hierarchy. 
 
The Paraparaumu Sub Regional Centre is identified as a ‘regionally significant centre’ in 
the proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement.  The size and range of facilities 
within the Paraparaumu Sub Regional Centre is related to the size, location and 
characteristics of the population it serves.  In addition to the retail and commercial function 
of the Paraparaumu Sub Regional Centre, the Centre is also the primary civic centre 
within the District. 
 
The Paraparaumu District Centre Structure Plan ensures that the provision of 
infrastructure, distribution of land uses and the scale and form of development achieves 
the role of a Sub-Regional Centre and meets the needs of the community, for further 
guidance refer to Policy 6.3 – Centre Hierarchy and Policy 6.10 – District Centre Zone.  
The structure plan in Appendix 6.7 provides for the integrated development of the 
Paraparaumu District Centre Precincts. 
 
The town centres have been identified in the District Plan Maps as the following areas in 
the Centre Zone: Otaki Main Street Centre, Otaki Rail Centre, Waikanae Centre, 
Paraparaumu Beach Centre and Raumati Beach Centre. 
 
The local centres and shops have been identified in the District Plan Maps as the 
following areas: the Paekākāriki Village Centre; Raumati South, Kena Kena and Meadows 
local shops; and spot zoning at Te Moana Road and Mazengarb Road in the Local Centre 
Zone, and precincts in the Waikanae North Development Zone and Ngarara Zone. 
 
The Airport Mixed Use Precinct within the Airport Zone is not a centre and the policy 
framework sets out requirements to ensure retail and commercial activities undertaken 
within the Precinct do not have adverse effects on the centres hierarchy. 
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Policy 6.4 – Zone and precinct framework Reference 

Objective 
 
 

Subdivision and development in the working environment will support the efficiency and 
vitality of the working environment, including the centres hierarchy, through the following 
zone and precinct framework, as identified on the District Plan Maps: 

a) Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre 
i. District Centre Zone, including; 

a. Precinct A; 
b. Precinct B; 
c. Precinct C; 

ii. Outer Business Centre Zone, including; 
a. Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct; 
b. Ihakara Street West Precinct; 

b) Town Centre Zone; 
c) Local Centre Zone, including; 

i. Meadows Precinct; 
ii. Waikanae North Development Zone Precinct 6 – Mixed Use 
iii. Ngarara Zone Waimeha Neighbourhood Development Area 

d) Civic and Community Zone; 
e) Industrial Zone, including; 

i. Otaki South Precinct; and 
f) Airport Zone, including 

i. Airport Core Precinct; 
ii. Airport Mixed Use Precinct; 
iii. Airport Buffer Precinct; 
iv. Aviation Heritage Precinct. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The District’s working environment includes a variety of business areas that have specific 
characteristics or are proposed for specific development.  The zoning framework provides 
for business activities as the primary land use activity across the working environment 
zones. The zoning framework establishes a method of managing subdivision and 
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development in these areas in a manner that is appropriate to the specific type of 
business provided for in each zone.  The framework sets out seven zones through which 
development is managed in the working environment.  Within each zone smaller specific 
precincts are also identified to manage location specific issues or desired outcomes.  The 
precincts do not cover the entire zone, they generally identify where there is a need for 
location specific rules that relate to a specific centre or zone and in some case a structure 
plan may apply. 
 
The distribution of retail activity, in particular, is critical to the viability of centres. A 
concentration of speciality retail activity, in addition to supermarkets and department/ 
variety stores, acts as a catalyst for the location of the community services and other 
activities which benefit the community. The centres tend to contain a range of community 
services, such as community centres, recreation facilities and government service 
centres. These services tend to locate in business centres for high visibility and 
accessibility by the community.  Refer to Policy 6.1 (Concentration of business activities 
and Policy 6.2 (Business distribution) for discussion on this. 
 
Refer to zone specific policies in this chapter for provision relevant to specific zones and 
precincts. 
 
 
Policy 6.5 – Activities in the working environment Reference 

Objective 
 

Business and employment activities are the primary land use and function of the working 
zones in the District.  The location, scale, size and design of subdivision and development 
in the working environment will be undertaken with regard to the following principles: 

a) sensitive natural features are protected; 
b) local and on-site amenity is enhanced; 
c) local built identity and character values are retained; 
d) connectivity within and to the working zones is provided; 
e) transport choice and efficiency are maximised, including integration with public 

and community transport; 
f) built form is compatible with the surrounding environment; 
g) facilities are integrated within the centre or other working zones; and 
h) special events and temporary activities will be provided for in centres where they 

are consistent with the scale, role and function of the centre. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The working zones are the primary location for business activities within the District. 
Within the working environment business activities take place in a variety of forms, scales 
and locations, however they are all required to implement the above principles to achieve 
the objectives of this Plan. 
 
The District Plan’s Natural Environment, Infrastructure and Historic Heritage chapters 
provide additional policy guidance with respect to management of activities which affect 
sensitive natural features, amenity, heritage, connectivity and transport choice and 
efficiency.  The General Provisions chapter (chapter 12) also sets out requirements for 
temporary activities and events. 
 
The District Plan also recognises that some non-business activities may be appropriately 
located within the working environment; however, such activities are expected to be 
compatible with working activities and contribute to the viability and vibrancy of the 
working environment.  Refer to Policy 6.6 (Retail, commercial and industrial activity not 
within the working zones) and Policy 6.24 (Industrial development outside the Industrial 
Zone) for further guidance. 
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Policy 6.8 – Urban form and design of centres provide further guidance on the 
management of amenity effects on working environments and the interaction of 
development for the achievement of connectivity, amenity and urban design goals. 
 
This policy should be applied in conjunction with policies: 
3.3 (Protection). 
3.4 (Enhancement). 
3.5 (Environmental off-setting) 
 
 

Policy 6.6 – Retail, commercial and industrial activity not within 
the working zones 

Reference 

Objective 
 

Retail activities located outside of the District Centre Zone, Town Centre and Local Centre 
Zone; commercial activities located outside of the Working Zones and industrial activities 
located outside of the Industrial Zone, will be avoided where: 

a) it may, either individually or cumulatively, disperse retail and commercial activity to 
the detriment of the efficient operation, function, viability and sustainability of the 
district’s centres, especially Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre Precinct A;  

b) the proposed retail activity serves a market beyond the daily convenience needs of 
the immediate local residential neighbourhood;  

c) it is an inefficient use of existing infrastructure;  
d) there are adverse effects on amenity values, local environmental quality or 

infrastructure capacity; 
e) the proposed activity compromises the efficient operation of infrastructure; or 
f) where such activities have the potential to generate adverse reverse sensitivity 

effects on permitted activities. 
 
In determining whether or not retail or commercial activities outside of they areas are 
appropriate in terms of this policy, particular regard will be given to the following design 
and amenity considerations: 

a) whether or not the activities adversely affect the function, role, viability and vitality 
of the centres and other working environments; 

b) whether or not the activities are an inefficient use of infrastructure;  
c) the location, scale and intensity of the proposed activities;  
d) the location,  size and design of the proposed buildings, and any visual or 

landscape mitigation proposed; 
e) the effects on the safety of and access to the local transport network; 
f) the design and capacity of proposed access and car parking for staff, customers, 

visitors and service/delivery vehicles; 
g) the hours of operation, including the timing and frequency of delivery/service 

vehicles;  
h) the effects on local character and amenity values; 
i) the effects of nuisance effects (including noise, odour, light, glare, hazardous 

substances and dust); and 
j) whether or not any proposed signage on the site is associated with the activity, 

visually distracting to motorists or dominating or detracting from the amenity of the 
surrounding environment. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The development of business activities, specifically retail, commercial and industrial 
activities, outside of the identified centres and other working environment zones can lead 
to an inefficient urban form as discussed in Policy 6.1 (Consolidation of business) and 
Policy 6.2 (Business distribution activities).  Adverse effects of dispersed and out of centre 
business development, include: 

 increased demand on the transport network due to the increased number and 
length of trips required to access dispersed activities 
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 loss of accessibility to services and facilities due to dispersed nature not being 
efficient for public transport service 

 loss of economic agglomeration benefits resulting from the co-location of 
complementary activities 

 increased nuisance effects affecting sensitive land uses such as residential areas 
 declining amenity values in centres 
 inefficient use of existing infrastructure provided in identified centres and working 

zones 
 reduced certainty of re-investment in public infrastructure and public investment in 

identified centres and working zones. 
 
This policy requires these activities to be avoided in locations where there are the adverse 
effects specified in the policy. This policy is implemented in the Plan through the Zone 
rules and standards which set out activity consent categories for buildings and retail, 
commercial and industrial activities. 
 
Where the development does not result in the adverse effects specified in the policy, the 
management of other adverse effects may be possible through the consideration of the 
location, scale, layout, design and operation of the development or activity and the 
assessment criteria set out in this policy consider the amenity and design elements of the 
proposal. 
 
Refer to Policy 6.3 Centres Hierarchy and Policy 6.20 (Land use and built form in the 
Industrial Zone) for guidance on the location of business activities within the District and 
Living Environments Chapter Policy 5.31 (Non residential activities) which provides 
guidance for the establishment of non residential activities in living environments. 
 
 
 

Policy 6.7 – Intensification of centres Reference 

Objective 
 

The growth and development of activities in existing identified centres will be provided for 
in a manner which contributes to a vibrant, efficient, high amenity and economically viable 
centre.  Subdivision and development which increases the concentration of business 
activities will be provided for, if undertaken in the following manner: 

a) does not detract from the role, function and viability of other centres; 
b) is consistent with the identified role and function of the centre; 
c) increases the range of compatible and complimentary land uses and activities 

within the centre; 
d) supports a high level of access and connectivity within the centres and between the 

centres, recreational and residential areas; 
e) contributes to a high amenity environment and provides a strong sense of place; 

and 
f) where appropriate, provides for and increases residential activities. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The consolidation of business activities, as set out in Policy 6.1, enables the development 
of vibrant and viable centres and the efficient use of infrastructure and facilities.  Policy 
6.7 provides for the intensification of activities within these consolidation areas to enable 
the economic development of the District’s centres in accordance with the objectives of 
this Plan.  However, the intensification of development and activities can lead to the 
intensification of adverse effects, such as reduced centre vitality, noise, overshadowing, 
traffic and a loss of amenity, which need to be managed. 
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Refer to Policy 5.6 (Residential activities in the Working Environment) in the Living 
Environment Chapter for guidance on the development of residwential activities within the 
working environment. 
 
 

Policy 6.8 – Urban form and design of centres Reference 

Objective 
 

Subdivision, land use and development of the District’s Centres shall be undertaken in a 
manner that achieves efficient integration with necessary infrastructure, reinforces the 
District’s consolidated urban form and the sense of place of townships, and provides for a 
high quality interface between built form and public space.  To achieve this, the following 
principles will be applied: 
 
Urban form and integration with infrastructure 

a) the scale, intensity and form of development will be consistent with the role of the 
centre within the centres hierarchy and with the capacity of local infrastructure 
networks; 

b) development will provide for, and wherever possible enhance, connectivity within 
the centre in which it occurs; 

c) development that is well integrated with the surrounding public environment – 
including public spaces, reserves, facilities and streets – will be promoted; 

d) wherever possible, development will be integrated with public transport networks 
and facilities 

e) edge conditions will be actively managed to support the overall integrity of each 
Centre’s boundaries. 

 
Built form, streetscape and sense of place 

a) built form will be responsive to and reflect the unique identity, heritage and sense 
place of the centre in which it is located and the immediate and surrounding 
environment, including natural features and landforms; 

b) the location, scale and size large format retail will be appropriate to the role and 
function of the centre and will be avoided in local centres 

c) building design will be attractive and, wherever possible, demonstrate innovative 
and sustainable building design; 

d) promotes the integration of public spaces, reserves and streets with developments 
to add visual interest and diversity to the appearance of the centres; 

e) development of both public and private areas will support the valued 
characteristics  and, wherever possible, add to the visual interest and uniqueness 
of the District’s Centres;  

f) built form will recognise and provide for existing local character values including 
those associated with identified character areas and precincts; 

g) a positive relationship between development and the street will be achieved in 
accordance with the Streetscape Strategy and Guidelines set out in the Subdivision 
and Development Principles and Requirements 2012 and the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design Guidelines set out in Schedule X and the following 
principles: 

h) buildings will provide well-defined, active edges to all public frontages and spaces;  
i) buildings located at key street intersections will have a strong presentation to the 

intersection; 
j) effective lighting will be provided to enable night-time use and safety; 
k) service lanes will be provided where direct front access cannot be achieved; 
l) street design will ensure the safe movement of public transport, private vehicles, 

bicycles and pedestrians; 
m) generous on-street parking will be provided for efficiency, convenience and as a 

means to keep the public realm active and safe; 
n) trees and landscaping will be designed to provide relief from the built form; and 
o) building and site design will provide for public shade and shelter. 
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Explanation 
Well connected and high amenity centres are more economically viable and better able to 
serve the economic and social needs of the community through the provision of 
employment opportunities, provision of goods and services and as a focal point for civic 
and community services. 
 
A centre which is easily accessed by active, public and private transport modes ensures 
that the community and catchment it serves is able to access and support the businesses 
and facilities within the centre. 
 
The scale and form of development is important to ensuring that the centre develops in 
accordance with the role set out in the centres hierarchy.  Allowing development which 
exceeds the scale appropriate to the role of the centre may have significant effects on the 
viability of other centres within the District. 
 
The level of amenity provided by developments can influence the success of a centre as a 
destination for the local and wider community.  Where communities and businesses have 
a choice of centres to patronise or invest in, the level of amenity significantly contributes 
to the viability of the centre.   
 
The streetscape is the key location for public interaction within centres and the interface 
between the transport network and the businesses.   The development of a high quality 
public streetscape is critical to achieving a high amenity and accessible environment and 
therefore a vibrant and economically viable centre. Building setbacks, location of car 
parking areas, active retail frontages and provision of foot paths may effect the amenity 
and quality of the streetscape and therefore managed through the rules and standards. 
 
Built form that recognises the local surroundings and heritage contributes to a high level 
of amenity within the centre.  An integrated and comprehensive development provides for 
the opportunity to ensure the built form provides a high level of access, sense of place 
and quality design in a manner that is appropriate to the specific centre. 
 
In addition to seeking a high level of design across all centres within the District, there are 
specific design guides and structure plans for some centres, i.e. Paekakariki, Meadows 
and the District Centre Zone Precincts and specific rules and standards for Raumati 
Beach Town Centre Zone.  
 
The historic village identity of the settlements in the District is closely tied to the individual 
identities of many of the centres in the District.  The built form of the District’s centres 
contributes to village identity and character.  The Local Outcome Statements for each 
community across the Kapiti Coast sets out their desire to retain the coherence of their 
neighbourhood character and to retain a valued sense of place.  New development in 
centres does not have to replicate existing conditions to achieve a sense of place and 
sometimes, it is just as important to add new elements to the built environment and to 
stimulate the development of a ‘future context’. 
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Policy 6.9 – Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre Reference 

Objective 
 

Subdivision and development will contribute to a vibrant, well-connected and safe sub 
regional centre at Paraparaumu which includes a wide mix of activities and has a high level 
of amenity.  Subdivision and development in the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre will be 
managed under two zones, supported by four precincts, to ensure that: 

a) the greatest intensity of building and activity occurs in the District Centre Zone, 
including the Paraparaumu District Centre Zone Precincts A, B and C; and 

b) the Outer Business Centre Zone, including the Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct and the Ihakara Street West Precinct, provides for peripheral centre 
activities and creates a buffer for more sensitive activities in adjoining zones. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Proposed Wellington Regional Policy Statement identifies the Paraparaumu Sub-
Regional Centre.  Policy 6.3 (Centres Hierarchy) sets out the role of the Paraparaumu 
Sub-Regional Centre as the primary district-wide centre in the District.  The Paraparaumu 
Sub-Regional Centre comprises two zones, District Centre Zone and Outer Business 
Centre Zone. Four precincts are identified within the District Centre Zone and two 
precincts are identified within the Outer Business Centre Zone to manage development in 
these specific areas.  The two zone approach provides for a centre core in the District 
Centre Zone where the greatest intensity of centre activities occurs and the Outer 
Business Centre Zone provides for peripheral centre activities and provides a buffer to 
adjacent sensitive activities.  
 
Within the District Centre Zone the precincts are identified and development in this 
precinct will be managed through a structure plan, refer to Policy 6.11 (District Centre 
Zone Precincts) and Appendix 6.7.  Within the Outer Business Centre Zone the 
Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct and the Ihakara Street West Precinct are identified 
to manage location specific issues and desired development outcomes in this precinct, 
refer to Policy 6.14 (Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct) for further guidance.   
 
 

Policy 6.10 – District Centre Zone Reference 

Objective 
 

The District Centre Zone will be developed for a range of activities which recognise the 
importance of the area as the core of the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre.  This area will 
be developed in a way which achieves an integrated and compact core District Centre, 
providing for a broad range of mutually compatible activities and employment 
opportunities that are integrated with public transport, and that provide a strong 
community focal point. 
 
The following land uses will be provided for in the District Centre Zone in locations 
identified on the District Centre Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7: 

a) retail and commercial areas will be provided to activate the following streets: 
i. existing State Highway One; 
ii. Rimu Road; 
iii. the future link road between Rimu and Kapiti Roads; 

b) a residential area between Wharemauku Stream and the future link road; 
c) clustered community facilities; 
d) offices and service commercial area;  
e) a large consolidated storm water area and wetland to provide for flood storage, 

ecological values and amenity for residents and other users of the area; and 
f) recreational opportunities along the Wharemauku Stream, Drain 3 and other 

stormwater management facilities. 
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Explanation 
The District Centre Zone forms the economic, social and civic core of the Paraparaumu 
Sub-Regional Centre.  The District Centre Zone provides for a diverse range of 
commercial, civic, cultural, entertainment, recreational and residential activities. The multi-
functional nature of the Zone provides economic opportunity and employment while also 
contributing to the City’s sense of place and civic wellbeing. The Centre has a strong retail 
focus with a wide range of comparison goods retail activities, including large format retail 
and speciality fine grain retail activities which provide a retail offer to serve the District. 
 
Recognising retail activity as a core activity of the city centre, the Plan places emphasis 
on the District Centre Zone as the primary business centre in the District, and seeks to 
ensure retail development elsewhere in the District does not undermine economic and 
social function of the city centre at the top of the Centres Hierarchy. 
 
The District has as high level of retail spending leakage from the District.  Some leakage 
from the District can be expected given the centre’s location within the Wellington Region, 
the number of people from within Kāpiti who work outside the District, and proximity to the 
Wellington Central Business District.  However, the level of retail spending leakage is 
significantly higher than that which would be expected and demonstrates that the needs of 
the resident population are not being met as well as they could be within the District.  This 
is an issue for the District, for example, in terms of lost employment opportunities and 
inefficient use of land.    
 
The retail spending leakage is most critical to the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre 
which serves a District-wide catchment.  Within the Sub-Regional Centre the District 
Centre Zone is the core location for retail activities. The retail areas within the District 
Centre Zone currently have a limited retail offer, a high degree of retail leakage and 
relatively poor retail functionality for population size and are further constrained by limited 
connectivity, in terms of providing an integrated and walkable centre.   
 
Retail spending leakage can be reduced through the provision of a better range and 
quality retail offer, a better retail environment, built form, amenity and a public realm which 
better meets the economic and social requirements and wellbeing of the community.  
There is significant current land capacity and potential within the existing retail provision 
within the District Centre Zone for higher quality retail product development and physical 
environment to develop.  This would reduce retail spending leakage and meet the desired 
role and function within the wider Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre.  The issue is 
presently one of performance rather than available land capacity.  
 
A key aspect to developing the vitality and economic viability of the District Centre Zone is 
the provision of an urban environment that encourages people to want to work, live, visit 
and shop there. Well designed public spaces and buildings are critical to securing and 
sustaining the on-going economic and social benefits associated with the function of the 
Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre.  A range of land uses also contributes to the vitality 
of the centre and the Structure Plan (Appendix 6.7) provides for medium density housing 
and apartments in the District Centre and community and civic area to allow for the 
ongoing and future use of these activities as a key function within the District Centre 
Zone. 
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Policy 6.11 – District Centre Zone Precincts Reference 

Objective 
 

The District Centre Zone has been divided into four precincts to recognise the role and 
function of this area as an integrated whole in terms of being the Sub-Regional Centre for 
the wider District. Development in the District Centre Zone will be undertaken in 
accordance with the District Centre Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7. The specific policies 
relating to each precinct are described below: 

a) District Centre Precinct A 
The District Centre Precinct A, identified in the District Plan Maps, relates to two 
parts: the existing commercial mall and large format retail area between State 
Highway 1 and Rimu Road, identified as Precinct A1, and the area to the west of 
Rimu Road, identified as Precinct A2. It shall be managed to maintain its purpose 
as the primary retail and commercial core within the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional 
Centre through significant revitalisation to improve both amenity values and 
functional diversity.  Retail activities will be provided for in Precinct A2 to provide a 
retail and commercial fringe to, and reinforce the amenity and function of the 
existing retail and commercial core.   This precinct will be developed in the 
following manner: 

i. transport circulation and integration within the surrounding District Centre 
Precincts, as well as the rail interchange, is improved; 

ii. a roading connection directly between State Highway 1 and Rimu Road is 
provided to enable a spine road integrating District Centre Precincts A, B 
and C; 

iii. diversity and choice in terms of the shopping and social experience for the 
wider Kapiti Coast community is created, as well as a variety in sizes of 
commercial enterprises and entertainment activities being enabled to 
establish; 

iv. the extent and diversity of employment within the Precinct is retained and 
increased; 

v. retail and commercial activities adjoining Rimu Road are provided for where 
these provide an active edge, and where activities remain compatible with 
the role of Precinct A as the primary commercial core of the District Centre; 

vi. enable apartment and mixed use activities to occur alongside the eastern 
edge of the green network of the Wharemauku Stream in a manner that 
enhances the recreational values of stream margins; 

vii. the amenity values for pedestrians that utilise the adjoining public realm is 
substantially improved; and 

viii. building development adjoining Rimu Road will have active frontages and 
avoid blank facades. 

 
b) District Centre Precinct B 

The District Centre Precinct B, identified in the District Plan Maps, shall be 
managed to provide for consolidated community activities and act as the civic focal 
point for the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre. This precinct will be developed in 
a manner that: 

i. will provide transport circulation and integration within the surrounding 
District Centre Precincts, while reinforcing the development of Rimu Road 
as the District Centre Main Street; 

ii. will consolidate community uses and civic facilities as adjoining Iver Trask 
Place and Ngahina Street; and 

iii. will provide for substantial stormwater management facilities where these 
also provide for ecological and recreational values.  

 
c) District Centre Precinct C 

The District Centre Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps, provides for 
future development area subject to the resolution of stormwater management, and 
shall be developed in the following manner: 

i. transport circulation and integration within the surrounding District Centre 
Precincts will be provided; 

ii. adverse effects that would otherwise decrease the efficiency and 
effectiveness of Kapiti Road as a transport corridor, including public 
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transport, will be managed; 
iii. amenity values of Kapiti Road will be maintained or enhanced; 
iv. the dune system as a key visual and landform feature within the Precinct 

will be protected and promoted; 
v. the intensive establishment of complementary activities, including 

commercial and residential activities in locations specified in the Structure 
Plan in Appendix 6.7, but not retail, will be provided for where activities 
remain compatible with the role and function of Precinct A as the primary 
commercial core of the District Centre; 

vi. allowance for some retail activities, in the location specified for commercial 
activities in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7, will only be provided in the 
long term when economic and social well-being analysis demonstrates:  
a. a need for additional retail capacity to address District’s retail leakage 

and failure to address this in Precinct A;  
b. the additional retail capacity is required to accommodate retail demand 

associated with household growth, which is in addition to projected 
retail demand; and 

c. the additional retail capacity will contribute to the functioning and 
performance of the District Centre; 

vii. apartment living activities will be provided for in conjunction with 
commercial activities; and 

viii. substantial stormwater management facilities will be provided for where 
these also provide for ecological and recreational values. 

 
 
 
Explanation 
The District Centre Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7 provides for integrated land use and 
development, addresses infrastructure servicing, the natural environment, and recognises 
the existing built form.  The Structure Plan identifies three precincts which recognise a 
specific role and function for each area within the integrated Sub Regional District Centre.  
The policy guides the long term strategic planning of each of the precincts in a manner 
that will over time reinforce and strengthen the centre and the range of uses provided in 
the commercial core and fringe areas.  The precincts set out the appropriate land uses in 
each precinct and the manner in which development will be undertaken. 
 
The Structure Plan intends that retail activity should be consolidated within the District 
Centre so as to best provide for the retail, commercial and social needs of the District’s 
community.  It recognises that for a number of years the existing development within 
Precinct A1 has not been fully delivering its potential and function in terms of providing for 
retail needs. This is largely a factor of the limited range and quality of retail activities within 
Precinct A1, and also the limited amenity and connectivity within this Precinct.  
 
The Structure Plan makes clear that while there is considerable leakage from the District, 
that this is not a problem of land-supply and that increasing land supply for retail activity 
would further erode the ability for the District Centre to develop in a way that would 
support the long-term social and economic viability and vitality of the Centre.  Precinct A, 
which includes both Precinct A1 and Precinct A2, has sufficient retail land capacity, 
including capacity for the development of high quality retail development. 
 
There is no identified need or demand for additional retail capacity in Precinct C.  An 
additional retail area in Precinct C would only be considered if there is demand from 
household growth beyond that which has currently been included in retail demand 
projections and in the long term, if it enables a reduction in retail spending leakage out of 
the District.  The latter would be considered should there be a sustained gradual decline 
of quantity or quality of retail and commercial activities provided in District Centre Precinct 
A and a failure to address the additional leakage that is occurring from the District.  Any 
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future allowance for retail activities in Precinct C would be to better provide for community 
prosperity, self-sufficiency, and the District’s social and economic well-being, and ensure 
that retail activities are not artificially constrained if District Centre Precinct A continually 
declines in its ability to provide for the District’s social and economic well-being. Based on 
current projections additional retail capacity in Precinct C to achieve these outcomes 
would not be contemplated to eventuate before 2022.  Any future additional retail at that 
time would be limited in size and scale to ensure it does not replace or adversely affect 
the existing retail and commercial core in Precinct A.  This approach is in the context of 
wider consolidation policies and objectives for centres development in terms of wider 
amenity and quality, efficient use of existing infrastructure and land.   
 
 
Policy 6.12 – Civic and Community Zone and Precinct B of the 
District Centre Zone 

Reference 

Objective 
 

Development and subdivision in the Civic and Community Zone and Precinct B of the 
District Centre Zone, identified in the District Plan Maps, will provide for community, civic, 
cultural, education, health and recreation uses, facilities and services which serve the local 
community and District.  The Civic and Community Zone will have a civic focus for the 
Community and provide for a network of facilities which meet the needs of the Community 
now, and into the future.  Subdivision and development in the Civic and Community Zone 
and Precinct B of the District Centre Zone will be undertaken in accordance with the 
following principles: 

a)  retail and commercial activities will only be provided for where they are limited in 
scale and are ancillary to community, civic, cultural, education, health or recreation 
uses;  

b) the co-location, sharing and efficient use of facilities and associated infrastructure 
will be supported; 

c) design will be high quality and contribute to a high level of amenity within the 
locality; 

d) development and landmarks will be appropriate to and reflect the natural, cultural 
and historical identity of the District; 

e) public spaces will provide for the assembly of people and places where people can 
safely meet, play and interact; 

f) viewshafts of key landforms, including remnant dunes and Kapiti Island, will be 
maintained and framed by streets and buildings; 

g) buildings will have active frontages, including frequent entrances and windows and 
architectural details, which are appropriate to the use of the building; 

h) streets and development will be designed at a high quality pedestrian scale to 
create a slow street traffic environment; 

i) public spaces will provide for the clear and easy movement of people within the 
zone; 

j) development will be undertaken in accordance with the Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design Guidelines in Appendix XX; 

k) access through and around facilities, buildings and public spaces will be clear and 
convenient for all visitors and workers; and 

l) universal design principles will be adopted in buildings, infrastructure and streets. 
 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Civic and Community Zone and Precinct B in the Paraparaumu District Centre Zone 
are the primary location for civic and community facilities within Paraparaumu.  The 
provision of area specifically for community, civic, cultural, education, health and 
recreation uses, facilities and services is important for the social well being of the 
community and the provision of these services and facilities in centres eanbles efficnecies 
in service provision and allows for accessability via transport mode choice. 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-17] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
Policy 6.13 – Outer Business Centre Zone Reference 

Objective 
 
 

Subdivision and development in the Outer Business Centre Zone, including the 
Paraparaumu North Gateway North Precinct will provide for high amenity commercial 
development in a manner which remains compatible with the role and function of District 
Centre Zone Precinct A as the primary retail and commercial core of the Paraparaumu Sub-
Regional Centre, is appropriate along an arterial road environment and is compatible with 
the adjoining residential areas.  Subdivision and development in the Outer Business Centre 
Zone will be undertaken in the following manner: 

a) adverse effects that would otherwise decrease the efficiency and effectiveness of 
Kapiti Road as a transport corridor, including public transport, will be managed; 

b) apartment living and medium density residential developments will be encouraged 
east of Moana Road to consolidate residential densities within close proximity to 
District Centre Zone Precinct A and the rail interchange; 

c) retail activities will be limited to the Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct and 
Ihakara Street West Precinct where they demonstrate they will not have adverse 
effects on the role, function and vitality of centres; 

d) amenity values of Kapiti Road will be maintained or enhanced; 
e) vehicle parking and manoeuvring will be provided for on site and preferably at the 

rear of the site; 
f) activities which produce high levels of nuisance effects will not be provided for; 
g) buildings will have active frontages, including frequent entrances and windows, 

along the primary road frontage;  
h) building bulk, size and height will be of a scale and design suitable to the lower 

density surrounding environment;  
i) activities and development will recognise the proximity of sensitive land uses in 

nearby zones; and 
j) buildings will have a minimal and consistent setback from the road boundary. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Outer Business Centre Zone is located in the fringe of the Paraparaumu Sub 
Regional Centre.  The overarching objectives seek to reinforce the existing hierarchy of 
centres within the working environment. An important element in achieving these 
objectives is to ensure that the form and scale of activities in the Outer Business Centre 
Zone are managed in a way that maintains and reinforces the vibrancy and viability of the 
District Centre Zone.  
 
This includes limiting the development of retail activities, as the District Centre Zone is the 
primary location for retail activities within the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre.  The 
Outer Business Centre Zone provides opportunities for business activities requiring space 
extensive premises with convenient access to the arterial road network and located in 
close proximity to the city centre. In this way, the Plan seeks to reinforce the existing 
centres hierarchy by ensuring the Outer Business Centre Zone is able to provide for a 
scale and form of activities that are not able to be provided in the District Centre Zone.  
The limited provision for retail activities within the Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct is 
to allow for yard based retail activities which may not be appropriate within the core retail 
area of the District Centre Zone due to the space extensive car park and outdoor storage 
requirements of this type of activity and may be at odds with the active frontages sought in 
the District Centre Zone. 
 
Most of the Outer Business Centre Zone shares an extensive interface with the living 
environment. This interface is particularly sensitive as the effects associated with 
business activities have the ability to adversely impact on the use and enjoyment of 
neighbouring residential areas. The amenity values of residential areas could be 
adversely affected by factors such as; scale and intensity of activities; the design and 
external appearance of buildings and site layout; traffic generation; vehicle access; hours 
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of operation; noise; parking; access to daylight; glare and vibration. Given the extent of 
this interface, Council seeks to ensure that the adverse environmental effects associated 
with the development and operation of business activities are actively managed. 
 
 
Policy 6.14 – Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct Reference 

Objective 
 

Subdivision and development  for business activities in the Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct, identified in the District Plan Maps, will reinforce the precinct’s primary function 
as a gateway to Paraparaumu and will be undertaken in a manner that: 

a) is an appropriate size, design scale and type, given the urban-rural fringe location 
of the Precinct; 

b) enables tourism (including visitor accommodation), education and craft-based 
activities; 

c) limits the location, type and scale of retail activities to minimise effects on the 
District’s centres, including the District Centre Zone; 

d) avoids adverse effects on: 
i. the function, role and vitality of the District’s Centres; 
ii. the safe, efficient function of the District’s transport network and hierarchy; 
iii. the natural and rural character of the surrounding area.  

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct is part of the Outer Business Centre Zone.  
The Precinct is located on the urban-rural fringe and this context should be recognised in 
the design, location and scale of development within the Precinct.  As highly visible 
location and gateway to Paraparaumu, the retention of the rural character of the area is 
achieved through landscape and amenity rules and standards. 
 
The type and scale of retail within this Precinct is limited to retail which will not adversely 
effect the function, role and vitality of the District’s Centres.   
  
 
 
 

Policy 6.15 – Paekākāriki Village Centre Reference 

Objective Subdivision and development in the Paekākāriki Village precinct in the Local Centre Zone 
will be undertaken in a manner that is consistent in character, use and scale as set out in 
the Paekākāriki Village Design Guide in Appendix 6.1. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Paekākāriki Village Centre is the small and well-defined business area which forms 
the ‘main street’ for the Paekākāriki village.  The Paekākāriki Village Centre has a 
distinctive built form which sits within a broader context of the Paekākāriki Village and 
landscape.  While the buildings and activities with the Paekākāriki Village Centre are 
diverse, there are a number of predominant patterns and common features which 
contribute to the Centre’s character and a cohesive streetscape.  The Paekākāriki Village 
Design Guide (in Appendix 6.X) sets out ways new buildings can be located and designed 
to complement the local character of the existing environment and contribute to the 
collective quality of the Village Centre. 
 
 

Policy 6.16 – Connectivity to and in centres Reference 

Subdivision and development will be designed and located to enhance connectivity and 
access to public transport, shops and services and centres in accordance with the 

Objective 
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following principles: 
a) logical and efficient transport routes and facilities will connect new developments 

with the surrounding context; 
b) public spaces and streets will be provided to support a range of activities; 
c) transport routes and nodes will be integrated with adjoining land uses 
d) street connections will be provided to adjoining neighbourhoods; 
e) active and public transport routes and infrastructure will be provided for; 
f) missing transport links will be completed; 
g) traffic-generating activities and busy roads dividing centres or acting as a physical 

barrier to the connectivity of a centre will be avoided; and 
h) landmarks and transport nodes will be linked with strongly defined paths. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Pedestrian priority in the District’s centres means high traffic generating activities need to 
be carefully managed. Supermarkets, shopping malls and department stores are all forms 
of retail activity which are high generators of vehicle traffic. Development should be 
located and designed in such a way that potential adverse effects on the transport 
network, particularly traffic movement, efficiency and safety, and adverse effects on 
pedestrians and passenger transport users are appropriately managed. 
 
 
Policy 6.17 – Local shops and home occupations outside the 
working zones 

Reference 

Objective 
 

Development of small scale local shops, and home occupations, will be provided for in the 
Residential Zone and Beach Residential Zone where: 

a) adverse effects on the amenity values of the local environment are minimised; 
b) they are located and designed to strengthen and serve walkable communities; 
c) the role, function and scale of the activity is limited to providing access to daily 

convenience shops and services to a local, walkable catchment only; and 
d) they co-exist with the predominant residential activities without resulting in new 

centres, extensions to existing areas zoned for business activities or undermining 
the economic vitality and viability of centres. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
In general, the development of business activities in residential areas is not envisioned in 
this Plan; however, the importance of enabling community well-being through the 
provision of local facilities and employment opportunities is recognised. Retail, 
commercial and industrial activities can have effects on the local amenity values and also 
detract from the economic vitality of existing centres.  This policy only envisages small 
scale business activities within residential areas where they are undertaken in a manner 
which is appropriate to the residential environment and the effects associated with them 
can be remedied or mitigated. 
 
Refer to Policy 5.X Home Occupations in the Living Environment Chapter for policy 
guidance on home occupations. 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with Policy 6.6 (Retail, commercial and industrial 
activity not within the working zones).  Note that this policy on local shops and services 
acknowledges the benefits of a very limited and specific type of business activity which 
may be appropriate outside of working environment zones if undertaken in a small scale 
and specific manner as set out in the policy. 
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Policy 6.18 – Connectivity in the Industrial Zone Reference 

Objective 
 

Subdivision and development in the Industrial Zones will be efficiently connected with the 
transport network to provide a high level of connectivity for freight and employees in 
accordance with the Kapiti Coast Transport Hierarchy set out in Chapter 11 - Infrastructure. 
  

 
Explanation 
The provision of an efficient transport network for industrial activities relates to the efficient 
layout and provision of transport infrastructure within the Industrial Zone and also to the 
accessibility and efficiency of the wider transport network.  It is important for Industrial 
Zones to have good access to transport networks and infrastructure, including roads, rail 
and airports, so businesses can achieve transport and distribution efficiencies.   
 
 

Policy 6.19 – Mixed use development in working zones Reference 

Objective 
 

Certain types of residential activities, including apartments, will be supported in centres 
where they are associated with or overlooking open spaces and have good access to 
public transport. New residential units in mixed use developments will: 

a) enhance the viability and vitality of the centre; 
b) locate above or behind business activities; 
c) recognise the function and amenity of working environments; 
d) provide a high level of on site amenity for residents; 
e) protect the safety, accessibility and efficiency of the transport network; and 
f) support high amenity street frontages. 

 
Residential activities will be provided for in the Industrial Zone in the form of caretaker 
live/work units where they: 

g) are limited in size and scale; 
h) are ancillary to industrial activities; 
i) provide a high level on site amenity for residents is provided; and 
j) will not lead to reverse sensitive effects 

 

 

 
Explanation 
In centres and business areas, residential activities support activity outside of usual retail 
and office business hours. Mixed-use buildings provide for a variety of activities within 
town centres. Uses within a building are best located in a pattern and layout suitable to 
the use mix: retail and business activity at ground level to assist street activation; and 
residential uses, requiring privacy and noise mitigation, located above street level. Mixed 
use development within the centres is preferred in locations which are close to public 
transport and open space. 
 
Refer to Policy 5.6 (Residential activities in the Working Environment) in the Living 
Environment Chapter. 
 
 

Policy 6.20 – Land use and built form in the Industrial Zone Reference 
A range of industrial activities within the Industrial Zone will be provided for in a manner 
which avoids or mitigates impacts on adjoining sensitive activities and areas. 

Objective 
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The location, type, scale and built form of subdivision and development in the Industrial 
Zone will be managed to mitigate adverse effects, whilst meeting the District’s economic 
needs. Subdivision and development in the Industrial Zone will be undertaken in the 
following manner: 

a) building entrances will be obvious from the street though visible entrances, 
landscaping design or the form of the building; 

b) sufficient on-site service areas, including car parking, will be provided; 
c) service areas will be screened and planting and landscaping will be provided for 

visual interest; 
d) appropriate access to the arterial road network will be provided and direct access 

to local residential streets will be avoided; 
e) buildings will be located and designed to minimise visual impact, including effects 

on prominent dunes, ridgelines and other sensitive areas;  
f) the proliferation of signage will be avoided; and 
g) amenity, functionality and safety of the streetscape in the Industrial Zone will be 

maintained and, where possible, enhanced through the application of the Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design Guidelines set out in Appendix XX and 
the Streetscape Strategy and Guidelines set out in Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 2012. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Industrial Zone is able to accommodate a variety of land uses which are not able to 
be accommodated in other environments in the District.  This needs to be balanced with 
the recognition at the edges of the Industrial Zone there are more sensitive activities such 
as residential activities which may be negatively affected by some industrial activities. The 
District Plan rules and standards include controls to manage amenity effects. 
 
This policy seeks to achieve a high quality public realm to support a strong interface 
between street and development which contributes to a high amenity working 
environment.  Within the context of the Industrial Zone, a high amenity streetscape 
comprises a safe and functional public realm which serves to ensure efficient operation 
and integration of development and the transport network.   
 
Further reference should be made to transport policies in the Infrastructure Chapter. 
 
 
Policy 6.21 – Other development in the Industrial Zone Reference 

Objective 
 

Sensitive activities in the Industrial Zone will be avoided. 
 
Residential, retail and commercial activities which are not ancillary to a primary industrial 
activity will be avoided to prevent the uptake of industrial land by activities that: 

a) are an inefficient use of the industrial land resource; 
b) are provided for in other environments; 
c) may affect the viability, function and amenity of the Centres Zone;  
d) would be incompatible with the character and standards of amenity of the Industrial 

Zone; or 
e) may result in reverse sensitivity issues with permitted or consented activities. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Industrial Zone needs to be protected from inefficient land uses and reverse 
sensitivity effects resulting from the establishment of sensitive activities and land uses in 
Industrial Zone.  Furthermore, locating retail and other centres-based activities in the 
Industrial Zone will have adverse effects on the Industrial Zone through the loss of land 
available for industrial activities and also on the viability of centres within the District. 
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Sensitive activities do not include caretaker residences which are ancillary to industrial 
activities. 
 
Policy 6.22 – Industrial fringe Reference 

Objective Building bulk, outdoor storage, signage, noise and vibration will be managed at the 
interface between the Industrial Zone and neighbouring Zones to minimise adverse effects 
of industrial activities on open spaces, residential areas, centres, strategic arterial routes 
and major community connector routes. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Industrial activities can produce adverse environment effects, including traffic, noise, dust, 
odour, vibrations, light and air pollution.  Adjoining and nearby residential areas are 
sensitive to these environmental effects and as such there is a risk of reverse sensitivity 
effects where proposed new uses may be particularly susceptible to the nuisance effects 
often attributed to industrial land uses.  Industrial uses at the fringe of the Industrial Zone 
can be designed in a way which limits the nuisance effects on neighbouring residential 
areas. 
 
 

Policy 6.23 – Ōtaki South Precinct Reference 

Objective 
 

Subdivision and development in the Ōtaki South Precinct, identified in the District Plan 
Maps, will be provided for in a manner which is consistent with the Otaki South Precinct 
Structure Plan and complies with all of the following principles: 

a) development is designed to address the residual risk from flooding from the Otaki 
River and the direct risk from stormwater flooding and flooding from other 
watercourses; 

b) development is integrated into the existing environment by respecting the existing 
landform and the surrounding river environment, and avoiding adverse effects on 
groundwater, surface water and the Otaki River; 

c) traffic and visual effects are managed; and 
d) development does not compromise the viability of existing centres and industrial 

areas. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Ōtaki South Precinct may be developed for a range of potential uses, including 
industrial, limited types of retail activities, office developments, live-work units and 
caretaker accommodation, in a manner that avoids potential flood hazards, manages 
adverse effects, integrates the development into the existing environment and enhances 
public access for the wider benefit of the District.  
 
Specific rules and standards for the Ōtaki South Precinct allow for the effects from the 
development of the land to be appropriately assessed and managed, and so that the 
character and amenity of the area are retained and enhanced. As part of the design of the 
subdivision and development, extensive testing of the land may be required depending on 
the location and intensity of development in order to satisfy the Council that the measures 
to address stormwater treatment and disposal will work in the long term and that the 
measures will not become a maintenance burden for Council.  
 
Development within the Ōtaki South Precinct will generate additional traffic on the roading 
network, including State Highway 1. Consideration of these effects would include 
addressing the implications of potential changes to the networks including upgrades to 
State Highway 1 and/or proposed expressways and would need to factor in and consider 
potential traffic flows from within the Ōtaki South Precinct. 
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Policy 6.24 – Industrial development outside the Industrial Zone Reference 

Objective 
 

Industrial activities proposed to be located outside of the identified Industrial Zone will be 
avoided where: 

a) they may disperse industrial activity to the detriment of the efficient operation, 
function, viability and sustainability of the district’s Industrial Zones; or 

b) there are adverse effects on amenity values or local environmental quality. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
There are adverse effects of dispersed industrial development, including inefficient urban 
form, increased demand on the transport network due to the increased number and length 
of trips required to access dispersed activities, loss of economic agglomeration benefits 
resulting from the co-location of complementary activities, increased nuisance effects on 
sensitive land uses such as residential areas, declining amenity values and inefficient use 
of existing infrastructure provided in the Industrial Zone, reduced certainty of re-
investment in public infrastructure and public investment in the Industrial Zone. 
 

Policy 6.25 – Former primary production on-site processing sites Reference 

Objective 
 

The conversion of sites previously used for on-site processing associated with primary 
production activities within the Rural Zones will be managed in a manner which: 

a) does not have adverse effects on the functionality or viability of centres and 
industrial zones; and 

b) will not preclude the future use of the facilities for on-site processing. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The re-use of former on-site processing sites in the rural environment for industrial or 
service uses provides for the efficient use of investment, infrastructure and facilities.  
However such activities may have effects which are not acceptable within the rural 
environment, including activities that would contaminate and prevent future food 
processing or may detract from the efficiency and functioning of other working 
environments.   
 
 
Policy 6.26 – Airport Zone Precincts Reference 
Subdivision and development will provide for sustainable aviation, business and 
employment opportunities through the efficient utilisation of land for aviation and 

Objective 
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associated activities and providing for appropriate non-aviation business activities, while 
recognising the relationship of tangata whenua with the land and retaining amenity for 
surrounding residents, in accordance with the Airport Precincts, identified in the District 
Plan Maps, as follows: 

a) the efficient use of the airport for aviation purposes will be safeguarded and 
aviation and aviation related activities will be provided for within the ‘Airport Core 
Precinct’; 

b) a range of activities will be provided for to support aviation activities and provide 
for non-aviation commercial and other employment opportunities, with very limited 
retail activities in the ‘Airport Mixed Use Precinct’ where the nature and scale of 
activities does not have adverse effects on the role and function of the District’s 
centres, including the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre; 

c) historic heritage, including the airport control tower and the museum, will be 
protected in the ‘Airport Heritage Precinct’; 

d) aviation and business activities within the Zone will be buffered from adjoining 
residential, rural and open space zoned properties in the ‘Airport Buffer Precinct’ to 
ensure: 

a. the amenity of these adjoining properties are protected; 
b. public access routes and Cycleways, Walkways and Bridleways(CWB) 

linkages are provided; 
c. the ancestral connection of tangata whenua with the Airport Land is 

recognised; 
d. stormwater is managed; 
e. open space is provided; and 
f. ecological and conservation values are protected and enhanced. 

 

 
Explanation 
Kapiti Coast Airport is a significant resource for aviation and non-aviation activities within 
the District.  The Airport Zone provides for existing and new aviation activities and related 
services should be maintained and enhanced with new investment in aviation related 
assets and activities.  The Airport Zone also provides for commercial and other non-
aviation employment generating activities where this is consistent with the principles of 
sustainable development. 
 
The management of activities and development within the Airport Zone is divided into 
precincts to provide for long term strategic planning of the discrete areas within the Airport 
Zone. The precincts are described below. 
 
The Airport Core Precinct provides the community and airport users with certainty that 
one primary runway and one limited use (imperative) crosswind runway (shown as runway 
12/30) and associated land for a modern terminal and associated facilities will be retained 
and safeguarded. 
 
The Airport Mixed Use Precinct provides for aviation activity to grow beyond the Airport 
Core Precinct. Non-aviation business and commercial activity and development is 
provided for to support the sustainability of the Airport Core Precinct activities. Certain 
specified activities are non-complying (i.e. residential activity, offensive trades, certain 
retail and commercial activities etc), discretionary (i.e. work associated with historic 
heritage buildings) or controlled activities (i.e. the external design, appearance and 
location of buildings and associated development) to enable the Council to manage 
potential adverse effects. Supermarkets, department stores and more than one small 
scale retail grocery outlet are prohibited activities. 
 
The Airport Mixed Use Precinct allows for the accommodation of larger format, vehicle 
orientated retail activities, as well as wholesale/trade activity. Such activities typically 
require large site areas, large expanses of hard surface parking, and large scale 
buildings. Such activities are not complementary to and do not fit within the existing retail 
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areas in centres. Accordingly, the character of these types of activities is in conflict with 
the core District Centre Zone retail amenity. Limited smaller format retail and commercial 
service activity is also required primarily to serve the needs of people employed in the 
Airport Zone.  However, these are activities that are limited in scale, location and type to 
ensure they do not cause adverse effects on the role and function of the District’s centres 
hierarchy or the viability of individual centres.  The retail activities provided for within the 
Airport Mixed Use Precinct limited in scale and type and do not form a centre within the 
District’s centres hierarchy set out in Policy 6.3 (Centres hierarchy). 
 
The Airport Buffer Precinct covers land suitable for open space purposes, pedestrian, 
bicycle access trails and bridleways, stormwater management and conservation for the 
amenity benefit of land that adjoins the Airport Zone. In order to ensure these objectives 
are realised, an Environmental Management Plan for the buffer is required to be prepared 
by the Airport owners in consultation with the Council and other appropriately qualified 
expert advisers prior to the first development within the Airport Mixed Use Precinct. 
 
The buffer will serve an important function in mitigating the potential impacts of 
development on adjoining properties. Landscaping within the buffer should be designed to 
mitigate the visual impact of the development of the Airport area when viewed from 
surrounding areas, while promoting conservation/ecological values, and providing safe 
access routes. 
 
The control tower and aviation museum are prominent facilities which are valued by the 
community and contribute to a sense of place. The Aviation Heritage Precinct will protect 
the tower, the museum and the surrounding land by providing for some separation 
between these buildings and the larger scale buildings permitted in the Airport Mixed Use 
Precinct, and by inclusion of the control tower in the Schedule of Historic Heritage. 
 
Tangata whenua have an ancestral connection with the Airport land. While the Airport 
land is needed for, and to support, current and future aviation purposes, the owner of the 
Airport acknowledges the need to provide for the ancestral connection of tangata whenua 
and to offer opportunities for kaitiakitanga. This is expected to be primarily achieved 
through the ongoing relationship between the owner of the Airport and tangata whenua 
representatives, and through obtaining any necessary Historic Places Act approvals.  The 
ancestral connection of tangata whenua with the Airport land will be provided for by 
providing opportunities for tangata whenua to exercise kaitiakitanga over the Airport 
Buffer Precinct, and to recognise that earthworks activities need to be subject to 
accidental discovery and other protocols and Historic Places Act approvals. Two specific 
areas have been identified which should be the subject of further investigation prior to any 
earthworks commencing in those areas. 
 
 

Policy 6.27 – Operational Safety and Efficiency in the Airport 
Zone 

Reference 

The function of the Kapiti Coast Airport as a significant transport infrastructure node will 
be supported by ensuring that the following principles are achieved: 

Objective 
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a) the operational safety of the Airport for recreational and general aviation will be 
protected from hazards of encroachments by buildings, structures and trees, 
inappropriate development within flight paths and associated safety margins and 
glare from buildings; 

b) the continued use of the Airport for weather monitoring activities will be provided 
for and the operational requirements of weather monitoring will not be 
compromised by other activities on surrounding Airport land; 

c) the amount of noise permitted from the use of the Airport for aviation purposes will 
be regulated to avoid unreasonable exposure of residents to noise through air 
noise boundaries, a night time curfew and limitations on aircraft engine testing. 

 

 

 
Tall buildings, structures or trees may compromise air safety if they are located within 
defined air spaces around the Airport. Accordingly, take-off and approach surfaces have 
been defined for aircraft approaching and leaving Paraparaumu Airport. Height restrictions 
and land use controls are necessary to ensure that these flight paths remain clear from 
such obstructions as tall buildings, aerials or similar structures and trees. 
 
A large proportion of aircraft operations at Paraparaumu Airport relate to flight training and 
occasional recreational flying. Sun flashes and glare off buildings while on a landing 
approach can be disruptive to such aircraft operations. Glare can be mitigated through 
detail in relation to design and roof form, but mitigation is more commonly achieved 
through the use of pre-coated building materials or painting upon completion of the 
building. 
 
An important weather monitoring facility exists at the Airport. It is strategically important in 
providing information for local and New Zealand forecasting (including for aviation) and 
also forms part of a global network for climate change monitoring. The location of 
buildings and other activities near to the monitoring site need to be controlled to help 
ensure that its operational requirements are not compromised. 
 
Some aircraft noise is an unavoidable consequence of an airport. Noise levels need to be 
set to give security and certainty to the required investment in aviation infrastructure. 
However, aviation noise has the potential to adversely affect amenity, particularly for 
residents underneath the flight paths and close to the Airport. 
 
Permitted activity aviation noise levels and the management of noise sensitive activities 
within the Outer Control Boundary provide a reasonable balance between these two 
conflicting interests. 
 
 

Policy 6.28 – Built form and design in the Airport Zone Reference 
Subdivision and development will be well designed and respect its setting by ensuring 
that: 

a) the visual impact, including the bulk, form, massing and colour of buildings, from 

Objective 
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Kapiti Road and the extension of lhakara Street, public open spaces, adjoining 
residential properties and from all roads and walkways accessible to the public 
road network will be managed and an overall design cohesiveness will be achieved 
while still maintaining an individual presence 

b) visual impact of car parking areas wil be managed; 
c) visual connections to Kapiti Island and the Tararua Ranges will be maintained; 
d) Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles will be 

implemented, where appropriate;  
e) water and energy efficiency measures are integrated into design;  
f) restrictions on the timing of development will be implemented to manage traffic 

effects; and 
g) the impact from stormwater run off on surrounding water bodies will be minimised 

and natural values will be protected and enhanced, through a stormwater 
management plan. 

 

 

 
 
Explanation 
Alternative forms of transport such as walking and cycling are encouraged throughout the 
District. The proposed paths along the two proposed sections of the Wharemauku Stream 
and the rest of the stream path will create an important pedestrian, cycle link and 
bridleway between the Paraparaumu Beach area and the Paraparaumu Sub-Regional 
Centre. This link will provide both commuter access and recreational opportunities. Details 
of the design and location of the path shall be submitted as part of the Environmental 
Management Plan and shall incorporate Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles in its design. 
 
The Wharemauku Stream is an important stream for the community, as reflected in the 
Wharemauku Stream Community Freshwater Plan. 
 
Stormwater management plans will need to address the issues raised in the Design 
Guide, including achieving hydraulic neutrality for the site (with peak flows based on a 1 in 
5 year, 1 in 10 year and in 1 in 100 year design rainfall event) and the use of low impact 
stormwater design, and comply with the Kapiti Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
Hydraulic neutrality in general requires peak stormwater flows from the site after 
development to be restricted to no greater than pre-development levels, a 1 in 5 year, 1 in 
10 year, and 1 in 100 year event. In addition, the net impact on flood levels in the 
receiving watercourse will need to be assessed to ensure no adverse effects on flood risk 
in the area. In addition to this, consideration will need to be given to the treatment of 
stormwater in relation to individual uses. On-site measures may include rain water tanks, 
rain water gardens, roof gardens or swales. Consideration will also need to be given to 
the use of the site and, if appropriate, measures to ensure that water quality is not 
adversely affected. 
 
Development within the Airport Zone will need to comply with the site access and the 
roading standards of the Plan. Such development will generate traffic on the external road 
network and contribute to the need for improvements. To ensure that development within 
the Airport Zone does not outstrip the capacity of the road network, certain "floorspace 
thresholds” controls have been set. These controls specify certain roading improvements 
to be undertaken in parallel with increasing areas of gross floor area. The proposed rules 
allow some control flexibility, provided that a traffic assessment of the effects on the local 
road network and broader State Highway network within the District is undertaken. In 
recognition of the primary purpose of the Zone, i.e. aviation related activities, the 
threshold controls do not apply to activities within the Airport Core Precinct. This is 
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because the threshold controls applying to the Airport Mixed Use Precinct assume that 
the Airport Core Precinct will be fully developed almost immediately upon these rules 
coming into effect.  
 
If the situation should arise where approved development in the Airport Mixed Use 
Precinct proceeds in advance of the completion of the Western Link Road (WLR) due to 
unforeseen circumstances delaying the completion of the WLR, any potential adverse 
traffic effects will be addressed by traffic management measures (eg traffic signal timings) 
implemented by the roading authority to ensure that any such effects are not 
unnecessarily imposed upon existing road users along Kapiti Road and the wider road 
network. The floorspace thresholds in relation to the “Western Link Road” will be reviewed 
once the outcome of the proposed McKay’s to Peka Peka expressway is known and the 
traffic impacts in relation to development from Kapiti Airport and other anticipated 
development which is allowed under the Proposed District Plan is known.      
 
The Airport is located in a prominent site adjacent to a residential area and alongside a 
major through road that links Paraparaumu Sub-Regional Centre and Paraparaumu 
Beach. The proposed extension to lhakara Street will also be an important link in the road 
network. In this important location, development of the scale provided for could have a 
significant adverse impact on the amenity of the surrounding residents, and the town as a 
whole. In order to mitigate the effects of the development of the Airport site, particular 
controls are necessary. 
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Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted Discretionary 
Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and Pr to 
Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
        

District Centre Zone 
Retail, commercial and residential activities 
in Precinct A1 and A2 that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6A.1.7 
●      

Community facilities, education facilities, 
performing arts facilities and health 
facilities in Precinct B that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6A.1.8 

●      

Commercial and residential activities in 
Precinct C that meet the permitted activity 
standards 

6A.1.9 
●      

Retail activities in Precinct C 6A.5.3     ●  
Retail activities that do not comply with the 
permitted and restricted discretionary 
activity standards 

6A.5.4 
    ●  

Recreation, community, cultural and 
lighting activities in the Dune Protection 
Area that meet the permitted activity 
standards 

6A.1.10 

●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings that meet 
the permitted activity standards 

6A.1.11 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6A.3.2 

  ●    

Development that does not meet the 
permitted activity standard for vehicle 
movements in any hour but complies with 
all other permitted activity standards in 
Precinct A2, Precinct B and Precinct C 

6A.3.3 

  ●    

Construction of roads (including necessary 
earthworks) identified in the Structure Plan 
in Appendix 6.7. 

6A.1.12 
●      

Industrial activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6A.1.13 ●      
Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6A.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with controlled activity standards 

6A.3.1   ●    
Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6A.5.2 
    ●  

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings in the Dune 
Protection Area 

6A.5.5 
    ●  

Offensive trades 6A.5.7     ●  
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6A.5.8 

    ●  

The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 

6A.5.8 

    ●  

Outer Business Centre Zone 
Commercial activities 6B.1.7 ●      
Retail activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6B.1.8 ●      
Retail activities in the Paraparaumu North 
Gateway Precinct that do not meet the 
permitted activity standards and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6B.3.2 

  ●    

Retail activities within the Outer Business 
Centre Zone that do not meet the permitted 
and restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6B.5.4 

    ●  

Residential activities 6B.1.9 ●      
Industrial Activities 6B.1.12 ●      
Tourist activities, commercial and 
residential activities in the Paraparaumu 
North Gateway Precinct 

6B.1.11 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings that meet 
the permitted activity standards 

6B.1.10 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6B.3.4 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6B.5.5 

    ●  

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings in the 
Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6B.2.2 

 ●     

Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6B.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with controlled activity standards 

6B.3.1   ●    
Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6B.4.2 
   ●   

Development which is undertaken in 
accordance with the Development 
Incentives Guidelines and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6B.3.3 

  ●    

Offensive trades 6B.5.2     ●  
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 

6B.5.3 

    ●  

Town Centre Zone 
Retail activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6C.1.7 ●      
Retail activities that have a ground level 
retail floor space less than: 

a) 1000m2 in the Raumati Beach 
Town Centre Zone 

b) 1000m2 in the Otaki Main Street 
Town Centre Zone 

c) 2000m2 in the Paraparaumu Beach 
Town Centre Zone 

6C.3.2 

  ●    

Retail activities that exceed the Permitted 
and Restricted Discretionary Activity 
Standards for retail floor space 

6C.5.5 
    ●  

Residential activities that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6C.1.8 ●      
New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings that meet 
the permitted activity standards 

6C.1.9 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6C.3.3 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6C.5.3 

    ●  

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings and 
activities in the Raumati Beach Town 
Centre Zone that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6C.1.10

●      

Industrial activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6C.1.11 ●      
Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6C.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with controlled activity standards 

6C.3.1   ●    
Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6C.4.2 
   ●   

Papakainga at Whakarongotai Marae that 
meets the restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6C.3.4 
  ●    

Development which is undertaken in 
accordance with the Development 
Incentives Guidelines and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6C.3.3 

  ●    

Offensive trades 6C.5.2     ●  
The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 

6C.5.4     ●  
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 
Local Centre Zone 
Retail activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6D.1.7 ●      
Retail activities that exceed the permitted 
activity standards 

6D.5.4     ●  
Residential activities that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6D.1.8 ●      
Industrial activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6D.1.12 ●      
New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings (except in 
Paekākāriki) that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6D.1.9 

●      

Buildings and Activities in the Meadows 
Precinct that meet the permitted activity 
standards 

6D.1.10
●      

Buildings and Activities in the Meadows 
Precinct that meet the controlled activity 
standards 

6D.2.2 
 ●     

Buildings and activities in Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct Area 6 that 
meet the permitted activity standards 

6D.1.11
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings in the 
Paekakariki Local Centre Zone meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6D.3.7 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6D.3.3 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6D.5.5 

    ●  

Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6D.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with controlled activity standards 

6D.3.1   ●    
Subdivision in Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct Area 6 in the 
Waikanae North Development Zone 

6D.3.2 
  ●    

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6D.4.2 
   ●   

Earthworks within the Meadows Precinct 
that do not comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

6D.3.4 
  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings in 
Waikanae North Development Zone 
Precinct Area 6 that comply with restricted 
discretionary activity standards 

6D.3.5 

  ●    

Development which is undertaken in 6D.3.6   ●    
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
accordance with the Development 
Incentives Guidelines and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 
Offensive trades 6D.5.3     ●  
The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 

6D.5.6 

    ●  

The following activities within the Meadows 
Precinct identified in the District Plan Maps: 

a) Any building which does not 
comply with the Meadows Precinct 
Controlled Activity Standards. 

b) Retail outlets exceeding a gross 
floor area of 200m², and any 
supermarkets, furniture stores, 
licensed premises and industrial 
activities. The total gross floor area 
for all retail activities shall not 
exceed 1,400m². 

c) Retail activities which exceed a 
total of 1,400m² gross floor area 
within the Meadows Precinct. 

d) Commercial and retail activities 
which exceed a total of 8,000m² 
gross floor area within the 
Meadows Precinct. 

6D.5.7 

    ●  

Civic and Community Zone 
Community facilities, education facilities, 
performing arts facilities and health 
facilities that meet the permitted activity 
standards 

6E.1.7 

●      

Recreation and cultural activities 6E.1.8 ●      
Retail activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6E.1.9 ●      
Retail activities that exceed the permitted 
activity standards  

6E.5.6     ●  
New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings that meet 
the permitted activity standards 

6E.1.10 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6E.3.2 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6E.5.5 

    ●  

Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6E.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with controlled activity standards 

6E.3.1   ●    
Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 

6E.5.1     ●  
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
standards 
Development which is undertaken in 
accordance with the Development 
Incentives Guidelines and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6E.3.6 

  ●    

Residential Activities 6E.4.2    ●   
Offensive trades 6E.5.3     ●  
The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 

6E.5.5 

    ●  

Off license premises and on license 
premises 

6E.5.7     ●  
Commercial activities 6E.5.8     ●  
Industrial activities 6E.5.9     ●  
Industrial Zone 
Industrial activities 6F.6.2 ●      
New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings that meet 
the permitted activity standards 

6F.1.9 
●      

New or relocatable buildings within the 
Otaki South Precinct that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6F.1.15 
●      

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings where one 
of the specified permitted activity standards 
is not met 

6F.3.7 

  ●    

New buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings which 
exceed 12 metres in height or are more 
than 3 storeys above the original ground 
level 

6F.4.3 

   ●   

Residential activities that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6F.1.10 ●      
Residential activities that do not comply 
with the permitted activity standards 

6F.5.6     ●  
Retail activities that meet the permitted 
activity standards 

6F.1.11 ●      
Retail activities that do not comply with the 
permitted activity standards 

6F.5.7     ●  
Offices that meet the permitted activity 
standards 

6F.1.12 ●      
Intensification of an existing noise sensitive 
activity in defined areas  that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6F.1.13
-14 ●      

New noise sensitive activity in defined 
areas  

6F.3.1 ●      
Development in the Otaki South Precinct 
exceeding the Permitted Activity Standards 
Gross Floor Area thresholds 

6F.3.3 
  ●    

New buildings and activities at LOT 6 DP 
75592 AND PART LOT 1 DP 88703 
(MILNE DRIVE, PARAPARAUMU) that 
meet the permitted activity standards 

6F.1.16 

●      
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Specified activities at LOT 6 DP 75592 
AND PART LOT 1 DP 88703 (MILNE 
DRIVE, PARAPARAUMU) that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

6F.3.2 

  ●    

Boundary adjustments and subdivisions 
where no additional lots are created that 
meet the controlled activity standards 

6F.2.1 
 ●     

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with any one or more of the controlled 
activity standards 

6F.3.4-
5   ●    

Subdivision of land which does not comply 
with restricted discretionary activity 
standards 

6F.4.1 
   ●   

Development which is undertaken in 
accordance with the Development 
Incentives Guidelines and meet the 
restricted discretionary activity standards 

6F.3.6 

  ●    

Offensive trades within 100 metres of the 
Living Zones 

6F.5.2     ●  
The parking or placing of any motor 
vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the 
purposes of sale or lease within road or 
Council reserve other than specified areas 
by resolution of Council 

6F.5.3 

    ●  

An asphalt plant or any offensive trade as 
defined in the Health Act 1956 located on 
the Industrial zoned land adjoining the 
Paraparaumu Quarry 

6F.5.4 

    ●  

Off license premises 6F.5.5     ●  
Airport Zone 
Buildings and land use activities that 
comply with the permitted activity 
standards 

6G.1.6 
●      

Aircraft Operations that comply with the 
permitted activity standards 

6G.1.7 ●      
Within the Airport Core Precinct, aviation 
activities and aviation service activities, 
including retail activities that comply with 
the permitted activity standards 

6G.1.8 

●      

Within the Airport Mixed Use Precinct, the 
following activities: 

a) Aviation activities and aviation 
service activities. 

b) One hotel/motel activity. 
c) industrial activities 
d) Trade/Wholesale 
e) Commercial activity, (including 

logistics or distribution uses) 
provided that retail activity shall be 
limited to: 

f) Retail activity ancillary to industrial 
or Warehousing activities within 
the Precinct. 

g) Large Format Retail activity. 
h) Home Improvement Retail activity. 
i) Automotive and Marine Equipment 

Retail activity 
j) Small Scale Convenience Retail 

6G.1.9 

●      
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
activity. 

k) Small Scale Commercial Services 
activity. 

l) Retail activity permitted by the 
definition of "Service Station". 

that comply with the permitted activity 
standards 
Within the Airport Buffer Precinct, 
recreation, conservation, and water 
management activities and activities 
permitted in the Open Space (Conservation 
& Scenic) Zone (except production 
forestry) that comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

6G.1.1
0 

●      

Within the "Aviation Heritage Precinct", 
heritage and associated and supporting 
activities 

6G.1.1
1 ●      

Weather monitoring equipment and other 
meteorological facilities, installations, or 
equipment to measure, collect and 
distribute meteorological information on 
Section 1 SO 36625. 

6G.1.1
2 

●      

Residential activities for those whose 
employment requires residence within the 
Zone that comply with the permitted activity 
standards 

6G.1.1
3 ●      

Earthworks, except Earthworks in Area X 
and Area Y shown on the Precinct Plan.   
 

6G.1.1
4 ●      

Buildings and structures in the area 
marked on the Airport Precinct Plan as 
Proposed Runway 12/30 that comply with 
the controlled activity standards 

6G.2.1 

 ●     

New buildings that comply with the 
controlled activity standards 

6G.2.2  ●     
New airport roads that comply with the 
controlled activity standards 

6G.2.3  ●     
Earthworks that do not comply with the 
Permitted Activity Standards, and which 
are not otherwise listed as a controlled 
activity 

6G.2.4 

 ●     

Earthworks within Area X and Area Y on 
the Precinct Plan, subject to those 
proposed earthworks being the subject of 
an approval under the Historic Places Act.  

6G.2.5 

 ●     

Activities which do not comply with one or 
more of the permitted or controlled activity 
standards, and are not listed as 
discretionary, non-complying or prohibited, 
are discretionary activities (restricted) and 
comply with the restricted discretionary 
standards. 

6G.3.1 

  ●    

Any activity which results in the gross floor 
area of Development in the Airport Mixed 
Use Precinct being greater than or equal to 
102,900m2 but less than 282,450m2 shall 
require a full transport assessment. 

6G.3.2 

  ●    

The construction of the intersections 6G.3.3   ●    
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
between either Ihakara Street West and 
Toru Road, or Ihakara Street West and 
Tahi Road. 
Earthworks within Area X and Area Y on 
the Precinct Plan, that are not, at the time 
of application, the subject of an approval 
under the Historic Places Act. 

6G.3.4 

  ●    

Subdivision 6G.3.5   ●    
Offensive trades 6G.5.2     ●  
The keeping of free flight birds 6G.5.3     ●  
Retail and commercial service activities, 
not being a prohibited activity, that are not 
listed as permitted activities in Rule 6G.1 or 
do not comply with the permitted activity 
retail/commercial activity floorspace 
threshold standards in Rule 6G.1. 

6G.5.4 

    ●  

Aircraft operations occurring between 
10.30pm and 6am that are not exempt by 
the “Noise from Aircraft Operations” 
permitted activity noise standard 

6G.5.5 

    ●  

Any development, not being a prohibited 
activity, which results in the development in 
the Airport Zone exceeding 339,400m2 
gross floor area 

6G.5.6 

    ●  

Any above ground development, within the 
area defined on the Precinct Plan as 
Runway 12/30, which is inconsistent with 
the use of that area for imperative landings 
and other limited uses 

6G.5.7 

    ●  

Noise sensitive activities not specifically 
provided for as a permitted activity 

6G.6.1      ● 
Department Stores 6G.6.2      ● 
Supermarkets  6G.6.3      ● 
More than one store of between 151m2 and 
1,500m2 gross floor area that retails 
groceries or non-specified food lines. 

6G.6.4 
     ● 
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6.1.2 District Centre Zone Rules and Standards 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6A.0. Applicability of Rules 6A.1 – 6A.5 
 
Rules 6A.1 to 6A.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the District Centre Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises 
more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters of 
control/discretion shall apply to all of the District Centre Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any 
other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6A.1 to 6A.5 for any activity in the District Centre Zone, attention is also 

drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

2. Activities adjoining or facing 
Living Zones 

1. Hours of operation for activities on sites adjoining or facing the Living Zones shall be limited to 
between 7.00am and 11.00pm, 7 days a week. 

 

 

3. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 

 

 

4. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 
boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  

 

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 
2. Activities adjacent to the Living Zones and storage areas containing refuse, by-products or raw 

materials (unless fronting a service lane) shall be screened by a 2 metre high close-boarded 
fence or equivalent shrubs or trees. 

 

 

6. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 
a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 

7. Retail, commercial and 
residential activities in Precinct 
A1 and A2 identified in the 
District Plan Maps.  In Precinct 
A2 identified in the District 
Plan Maps, these activities 
shall be limited to the 
generation of less than 100 
vehicle movements in any 
hour until all key elements of 
the Structure Plan in Appendix 
6.7 are in place.  

 

1. Retail activities within Precinct A2, identified in the District Plan Maps, shall have a maximum 
ground level retail floor space of 500m2. 

 
2. Residential activities shall only be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all 

street frontages by retail or commercial activities, except in Precinct A2, identified in the District 
Plan Maps, where residential activities may be located on the ground floor level where they 
directly front the Wharemauku Stream reserve (or there is a only legal road between the 
residential activity and the Wharemauku Stream reserve) 

 
3. Residential activities shall: 

a) Provide an outdoor living court or balcony of at least 6m2. 
b) Residential activities shall have a main pedestrian ‘front door’ accessed from the street. 
c) A minimum of 1 car park per unit shall be provided. 

 

 

8. Community facilities, 
education facilities, performing 
arts facilities and health 
facilities in Precinct B 
identified in the District Plan 
Maps. 

 

1. Activities shall meet the Civic and Community Zone Permitted Activity Standards and the 
building Permitted Activity Standards applicable to the District Centre Zone (rule 6A.1.5 below). 

 

9. Commercial and residential 
activities in Precinct C, 
identified in the District Plan 
maps, in the locations set out 
in the Structure Plan in 
Appendix 6.7. These activities 
shall be limited to the 
generation of less than 50 

1. In the area identified for commercial activities in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7, residential 
activities shall only be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all street 
frontages by commercial activities. 

 
2. In the area identified for residential activities in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7: 

a) Commercial activities shall not be undertaken except visitor accommodation 
b) Residential activities shall meet the following standards: 

i. comprise at least one household unit. 
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
vehicles movements in any 
hour until all key elements of 
the Structure Plan in Appendix 
6.7 are in place. 

 

ii. have a minimum development area of 200m² per household unit and a minimum 
average area of 250m² per household unit across the development. 

iii. each household unit’s site shall be capable of containing an 8 metre diameter circle.  
iv. a ground floor habitable room shall face the street in any residential building that 

fronts one. 
v. residential buildings that front a street shall have a main pedestrian ‘front door’ 

accessed from the street. 
vi. garages, irrespective of access, shall be recessed a minimum 1.0 metre behind the 

front façade of a residential buildings (irrespective of whether the front façade fronts 
a street, a common lane, a rear boundary, etc.) 

vii. a height in relation to boundary control of 2.1 metres + 45o shall apply from all 
boundaries facing the southern half of a compass including north-south faces, and 
one of 3 metres + 45o shall apply to all boundaries facing the northern half. This 
standard shall not apply from the road frontage boundary. 

viii. maximum building length is 12 metres before a recess with a minimum dimension of 
3 metres x 3 metres is required. This recess shall also have a maximum height of no 
less than 1 metre lower than the adjacent building mass. In addition, no more than 2 
units may be terraced unless the connection is via a single storey garage, in which 
case an unlimited number may terrace to avoid long repetitive rows of units. 

ix. the maximum height of a front boundary fence, or any fence within the front yard, 
shall be 800mm. 

x. each unit shall provide a private outdoor living space of at least 30m², with a 
minimum dimension of 2.5 metres and the ability to accommodate a circle with a 4 
metre diameter. This space shall be directly accessible from a habitable room; 
however it shall not be located between a residential building’s front and a street. 

xi. site coverage shall not exceed 50%. 
xii. a minimum of 1 space per unit is required. 
xiii. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under 

Rule 11A.1.12. 
 

10. Recreation, community, 1. Activities shall meet the permitted activity standards in the Open Space (Local Parks) Zone,  
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
cultural and lighting activities 
in the Dune Protection Area 
identified in the Structure Plan 
in Appendix 6.7. 

with the exception of the building and structure standards. 
 
2. Earthworks shall be for the purposes of the construction of a pedestrian or cycle way and shall 

not exceed 20m2 in any 12 month period. 
 

11. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings 

 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level shall be 12 metres and no 
building shall be more than 3 storeys above the original ground level. 

 
2. The minimum height of any building from original ground level shall be 8 metres in the locations 

identified as ‘corner marker buildings’ in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7. 
 
3. In Precinct A, identified in the District Plan Maps, where a building adjoins, or is within 2 metres 

of the front boundary of a site, or a main internal pedestrian route, the building shall contain at 
least 75% of the ground level road boundary façade and facades on main internal routes as 
active retail frontages including pedestrian entrances and clear glass for the display of goods 
except buildings only used for residential activities in Precinct A2, identified in the District Plan 
Maps. 

 
4. In Precinct A, identified in the District Plan Maps, buildings shall be located within 10 metres of 

any existing retail activities on the site or adjacent sites and provide links via footpaths to the 
pedestrian entrances of adjacent premises. 

 
5. In Precinct A, identified in the District Plan Maps, buildings shall contain a minimum of one 

pedestrian entrance/exit per 15 metres of frontage to legal roads, main internal routes and 
public open spaces or have smaller retail and commercial activities fronting the legal road, 
vehicular circulation route, right of way or public open space. 

 
6. In Precinct B, identified in the District Plan Maps, buildings shall contain at least 50% of the 

ground level road boundary façade and facades on boulevards as active frontages including 
pedestrian entrances and clear glass with views to activities in the building. 
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
7. In Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps, buildings for commercial uses shall contain at 

least 50% of the ground level road boundary façade and facades on boulevards as active 
frontages including pedestrian entrances and clear glass with views to activities in the building. 

 
8. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope, which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 metres above the property boundary where it adjoins the boundary 
of living zones and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that 
garages located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the 
height envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, 
and on the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a 
point 2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

 
9. Any building which is setback 2 or more metres from the road boundary shall provide (or, in 

respect of existing trees, retain) at least one specimen tree capable of growing to 5 metres in 
height within 10 years of planting for every 10 metres of site frontage.  Any landscaping 
provided in accordance with this standard shall be included in the landscaping car park 
requirement. 

 
10. All buildings, other than temporary or accessory storage buildings, shall be lit with exterior 

lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
11. In Precinct A, Precinct B, and Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps, along boulevard 

frontage identified in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7, verandahs shall be provided to the 
following standards, except in situations where the adjoining buildings on both sides do not 
have a verandah (excluding roads fronting the Wharemauku Stream reserve where all buildings 
shall provide a verandah) and where the building is set back from the frontage by more than 3 
metres: 
a) Minimum depth of 3 metres. 
b) In all cases verandahs shall be at least 0.5 metres behind the kerb face. 
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
12. Verandahs shall extend along the entire frontage of the building and shall adjoin existing 

verandahs on adjacent buildings. 
 
13. Verandahs shall have exterior lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
14. Verandahs shall be provided on all buildings fronting on to shared spaces. 
 
15. All buildings on sites adjoining Living Zones shall meet the permitted activity standards for 

buildings in the adjoining Living Zone (including height, yard, height-in-relation-to-boundary). 
 
16. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of the Living Zones. 
 
17. Except in Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps, no building shall be set back more 

than 2 metres from the legal road boundary or main internal route edge. 
 
18. In Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps, buildings shall be set back less than 2 metres 

from the legal road boundary or main internal route edge or shall be set back more than 10 
metres for open space and shall not be used for vehicle access and parking (Note: This 
setback is to allow for future small scale activities). Any setback less than 2 metres shall be 
entirely paved for pedestrian circulation (except for ancillary landscaping). This rule does not 
apply to ancillary buildings; that is buildings used for a purpose which is secondary to the main 
use of the site, provided that the ancillary buildings are located to the rear of the main building 
on the site. 

 
19. No building shall be setback from the road boundary at locations identified as ‘corner marker 

buildings’ in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7. 
 
20. Pedestrian pathways shall be provided with a minimum width of 2 metres and be separated 

from traffic movements from all car parking areas to the building entrances and between 
building entrances. 
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6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
21. The maximum block length of the development shall be 150 metres.  For the purposes of this 

standard, the maximum block length shall also apply to any internal roading proposed. 
 
22. No vehicle entrances to car parking or loading areas shall be located: 

a) on Rimu Road in Precinct A2, identified in the District Plan Maps; or 
b) on Kapiti Road in Precinct C, identified in the District Plan Maps. 

 
23. The payment of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
24. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

12. Construction of roads 
(including necessary 
earthworks) identified in the 
Structure Plan in Appendix 
6.7. 

1. Boulevards shall meet the following standards: 
a) Street trees shall be planted between on-street car parks at a minimum distance of 35 

metres. 
b) On street parking shall be provided along the entire street 
c) A minimum distance of 50 metres shall be provided between vehicle accessways. 
d) A minimum traffic lane width of 3 metres shall be provided. 
e) A minimum footpath width of 2.5 metres shall be provided. 
f) On road cycle lanes, meeting requirements in chapter 11, shall be provided. 
g) Loading and service access shall not be directly from these streets. 

 
2. Where any boulevard is adjacent to a Dune Protection Area, these shall be known as shared 

spaces, as defined in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7 and shall meet the following 
standards: 
a) There shall be no kerb and channel. 
b) An uninterrupted walking surface shall be provided. 
c) Street trees shall be planted at a minimum interval of 35 metres. 
d) A minimum traffic lane width of 3 metres. 
 

3. All other streets shall meet the following standards: 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-47] - Notified 29 November 2012 

6A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
a) On street parking shall be provided along at least 50% of the street. 
b) A minimum traffic lane width of 3 metres. 
c) A minimum footpath width of 2.5 metres. 
d) On road cycle lanes, meeting requirements in chapter 11, shall be provided. 
 

13. Industrial Activities 1. Industrial activities shall be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all street 
frontages by retail or commercial activities.  

 

 

 
 

6A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road. 

 
2. No further development potential shall be 

created as a result of the subdivision (i.e. 
through the creation of a small lot and a larger 
lot which can then be further subdivided and 
would not have met all restricted discretionary 
activity standards including minimum or 
average lot sizes prior to this subdivision 
occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks. 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network. 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects. 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
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drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The maximum block length of the 

development shall be 150 metres.  For the 
purposes of this standard, the maximum block 
length shall also apply to any internal roading 
proposed. 
 

6. The relevant standards under Rules 6A.3.1 
shall be complied with, including any 
additional restricted discretionary activity 
standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

natural features. 
 
6. Natural hazard management. 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
8. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision. 
 
10. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA. 
 
11.  Within Precinct A2, the alignment of road 

reserves so that views (including 
glimpses) of Kapiti Island are maintained 
from at least three points along Rimu 
Road. 

 

 

6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any subdivision of land which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road 

 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks 
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6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

activity standards under Rule 
6A.2.1. 

2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able to 
accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision.  

 
4. The maximum block length of the development shall 

be 150 metres.  For the purposes of this standard, 
the maximum block length shall also apply to any 
internal roading proposed. 
 

5. A development plan showing indicative buildings 
and landscaping shall be provided. 

 
6. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for building 
separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
7. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as notations to 
structure plans. Where the zone standards and 
standards attached as notations differ, the notations 
shall take precedence. 

 
8. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 

2. Vehicle access points onto legal 
road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
features, sensitive natural features 
and visually dominant ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision 

 
9. Imposition of conditions under 

sections 108 and 220 of the RMA 
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6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

10. The imposition of financial 
contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan  

 
11. The provision of walking, cycle 

pathways and bridleways. 
 
12. Within Precinct A2, the alignment of 

road reserves so that views 
(including glimpses) of Kapiti Island 
are maintained from at least three 
points along Rimu Road. 

 
2. New buildings and additions 

and alterations to existing 
buildings where one of the 
following permitted activity 
standards is not met: 
a) Active retail frontages 
b) Height envelope 
c) Landscaping 
d) Lighting 
e) Verandahs 
f) Buildings adjacent living 

zones 
g) Building setback 
h) Pedestrian pathways 
i) Vehicle entrances 

 
 

1. For active retail frontages in Precinct A, identified in 
the District Plan Maps, the distance between 
pedestrian entrances shall not exceed 18 metres. 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 
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6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
8. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 
11. Cumulative effects 
 
12. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
13. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

3. Development that does not 
meet the permitted activity 
standard for vehicle 
movements in any hour but 
complies with all other 
permitted activity standards in 
Precinct A2, Precinct B and 

1. Shall meet the permitted activity standards for 
activities and buildings for the relevant precinct 
identified in the District Plan maps. 

 
2. Shall meet the car parking, loading and access 

permitted activity standards in chapter 11. 
 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Council’s Crime Prevention through 
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6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

Precinct C, identified in the 
District Plan maps, until the 
roads identified in the 
Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7 
as boulevards are operational. 

 
 

3. Shall be undertaken in accordance with the 
Structure Plan requirements set out in Appendix 6.7. 

 
4. Traffic generation shall not exceed 200 vehicle 

movements in any hour. 
 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
4. Visual, character, amenity and 

streetscape effects, including 
effects those values which are 
intended to be created but do not 
yet exist. 

 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
7. Public safety 
 
8. Context and surroundings 
 
9. Cumulative effects 
 
10. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
11. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 
12. Effects on the vitality of centres 
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6A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

 
13. Economic effects 
 

 
 

6A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

 

6A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Activities which do not comply with the Permitted, Controlled and Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards including land uses and 

development which is not in accordance with the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7. 
 

 

2. Subdivision that does not comply with the Restricted Discretionary Standards. 
 

 

3. Retail activities in Precinct C, identified in the District Plan maps.  
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4. Retail activities that do not comply with the Permitted and Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards. 
 

 

5. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings in the Dune Protection Area identified in the Structure Plan in 
Appendix 6.7. 

 

 

6. Activities which create offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the Living Zones. 
 

 

7. Offensive trades. 
 

 

8. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings which exceed 12 metres in height or are more than 3 storeys above 
the original ground level. 

 

 

9. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council. 

 

 

6.1.3 Outer Business Centre Zone Rules and Standards 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6B.0. Applicability of Rules 6B.1 – 6B.5 
 
Rules 6B.1 to 6B.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Outer Business Centre Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site 
comprises more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters 
of control/discretion shall apply to all of the Outer Business Centre Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter 
and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6B.1 to 6B.5 for any activity in the Outer Business Centre Zone, attention 

is also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
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The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

6B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

  

2. Activities adjoining or facing 
Living Zones 

1. Hours of operation for activities on sites adjoining or facing the Living Zones shall be limited to 
between 7.00am and 11.00pm, 7 days a week. 

 

 

3. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 

 

 

4. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 
boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 
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6B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
 
2. Activities adjacent to the Living Zones and storage areas containing refuse, by-products or raw 

materials (unless fronting a service lane) shall be screened by a 2 metre high close-boarded 
fence or equivalent shrubs or trees. 

 
6. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 

c) 2.5 metres in width 
d) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 

 

7. Commercial activities   
8. Retail activities  1. The following retail activities shall be permitted: 

a) food and beverage outlets (on-licence only), except drive-thru restaurants, in the 
Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct, identified in the District Plan Maps; and 

b) retail activities within the Ihakara Street West Precinct, identified in the District Plan Maps, 
with frontage to Ihakara Street or Trieste Way that have a maximum retail floor space of 
1000m2 and generate less than 100 vehicle movements in any hour. 

 

 

9. Residential activities 1. Residential activities shall only be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all 
street frontages by commercial activities. 

 

 

10. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings 

 
 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level shall be 12 metres and no 
building shall be more than 3 storeys above the original ground level. 

 
2. Buildings shall contain at least 25% of the ground level road boundary façade and facades on 

boulevards as active frontages including pedestrian entrances and clear glass with views to 
activities in the building. 

 
3. Buildings located on sites with frontage along the north-eastern side of Kapiti Road shall be set 

back at least 3 metres from the Kapiti Road boundary. 
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6B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
 
4. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope, which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 meters above the property boundary where it adjoins the boundary 
of Living Zones and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that 
garages located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the 
height envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, 
and on the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a 
point 2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

 
5. Any building which is setback 2 or more metres from the road boundary shall provide (or, in 

respect of existing trees, retain) at least one specimen tree capable of growing to 5 metres in 
height within 10 years of planting for every 10 metres of site frontage.  Any landscaping 
provided in accordance with this standard shall be included in the landscaping car park 
requirement. 

 
6. All buildings, other than temporary or accessory storage buildings, shall be lit with exterior 

lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
7. All buildings on sites adjoining a Living Zones shall meet the permitted activity standards for 

buildings in the adjoining Living Zone (including height, yard, height-in-relation-to-boundary). 
 
8. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of the Living Zones. 
 
9. The payment of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
10. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

11. Tourist activities, commercial 
and residential activities in the 

1. Residential activities shall be limited to caretaker units which are: 
a) located above or behind a commercial activity;  
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6B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct, identified in the 
District Plan Maps 

b) limited in size to 100m2 for residential activities; and 
c) a minor flat shall not be allowed. 

 
12. Industrial Activities 1. Industrial activities shall be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all street 

frontages by retail activities. 
 

 

 
 

6B.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road. 

 
2. No further development potential shall be 

created as a result of the subdivision (i.e. 
through the creation of a small lot and a larger 
lot which can then be further subdivided and 
would not have met all restricted discretionary 
activity standards including minimum or 
average lot sizes prior to this subdivision 
occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks. 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network. 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
natural features. 
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6B.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The relevant standards under Rules 6B.3.1 

shall be complied with, including any 
additional restricted discretionary activity 
standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 
6. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
8. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan 
 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision 
 
10. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA. 
 

2. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings in the Paraparaumu 
North Gateway Precinct, 
identified in the District Plan 
Maps. 

1. Buildings shall comply with the Permitted 
Activity Standards for buildings in the Outer 
Business Centre Zone. 

 
2. Buildings shall have a maximum height of 10 

metres and a maximum gross floor area of 
1000m2. 

 
3. Buildings shall be located a minimum of 15 

metres from a state highway, or limited access 
road (LAR) and a minimum of 5 metres from 
the precinct area boundary 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines and 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements (2012). 
 

3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Traffic and Transport effects 
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6B.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

 
4. Site coverage shall not exceed 40%. 
 
5. Walls 20 metres or greater in length shall be 

broken up with windows, recesses, entrances 
and changes in materials. 

 
6. Security fencing shall be visually permeable 

(e.g. chain-link). 
 
7. A landscaped area of at least 1 metre in width 

and 2 metres in height shall be provided along 
site boundaries to screen buildings and 
activities from adjoining rural properties 
outside the Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct, identified in the District Plan Maps. 

 
8. The payment of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
9. Any new residential building shall comply with 

all permitted activity standards under Rule 
11A.1.12. 

 

5. Location and design of parking, traffic 
circulation areas, loading and access 

 
6. Public safety 
 
7. Context and surroundings 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
 
9. Whether any nuisance effects are created 
 
10. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 
11. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan  
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6B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any subdivision of land which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
6B.2.1. 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road 

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able to 

accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision. 

  
4. A development plan showing indicative buildings 

and landscaping shall be provided. 
 
5. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for building 
separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
6. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as notations to 
structure plans. Where the zone standards and 
standards attached as notations differ, the notations 
shall take precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 
 
8. In the Paraparaumu North Gateway Area lots shall 

have a minimum site area of 1000m2 and a minimum 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
features, sensitive natural features 
and visually dominant ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision 
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6B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Ref. 

average for the subdivision of 2500 m2. 9. Imposition of conditions under 
sections 108 and 220 of the RMA 

 
10. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan  

 
11. The provision of walking, cycle 

pathways and bridleways 
 

2. Retail activities in the 
Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct, identified in the 
District Plan Maps, that do not 
meet the permitted activity 
standards 

1. Retail activities shall be limited to yard based retail 
activities and have a maximum retail floor space of 
300m2 per total site area. 

 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 
 

3. Effects on the vitality of centres 
 
4. Economic effects 
 
5. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
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6B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma er which Council will tters ov
r ste srict it  discretion  

Ref. 

access 
 
8. Context and surroundings 
 
9. Cumulative effects 
 
10. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
11. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

3. Development which is 
undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentives 
Guidelines set out in Appendix 
3.1. 

1. The amount of development proposed shall not 
exceed or proceed earlier than the stipulations in the 
guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or 
water quality benefits created by the 
proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
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6B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M h Council will atters over whic
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

 
8. Cumulative effects 
 

4. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings where one of the 
following permitted activity 
standards is not met: 
a) Active frontages 
b) Height envelope 
c) Landscaping 
d) Lighting 
e) Verandahs 
f) Buildings adjacent Living 

Zones 
g) Building setback 
h) Pedestrian pathways 
i) Vehicle entrances 

 

  1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
8. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 
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6B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M ch Council will atters over whi
r tion  estrict its discre

Ref. 

 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 
11. Cumulative effects 
 
12. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
13. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

 
 

6B.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

2. Subdivision that does not   
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6B es .4  Discretionary Activiti
T scretionary activities. he following activities are di

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
comply with the Restricted 
Discretionary Standards 

 
 

6B.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Activities which create offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the Living Zones. 
 

 

2. Offensive trades. 
 

 

3. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council. 

 

 

4. Retail activities within the Outer Business Centre Zone that do not meet the Permitted or Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards. 
 

 

5. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings which exceed 12 metres in height or are more than 3 storeys above 
the original ground level. 

 

 

 
 
 

6.1.4 Town Centre Zone Rules and Standards 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6C.0. Applicability of Rules 6C.1 – 6C.5 
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Rules 6C.1 to 6C.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Town Centre Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises 
more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters of 
control/discretion shall apply to all of the Town Centre Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any 
other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6C.1 to 6C.5 for any activity in the Town Centre Zone, attention is also 

drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

6C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

  

2. Activities adjoining or facing 1. Hours of operation for activities on sites adjoining or facing the Living Zones shall be limited to  
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6C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
oth ied). erwise specif
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
Living Zones between 7.00am and 11.00pm, 7 days a week. 

 
3. Discharge of Airborne 

Contaminants 
1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 

boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
2. Dust 
3. Offensive or objectionable odour 
 

 

4. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 
boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  

 

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 
2. Activities adjacent to the Living Zones and storage areas containing refuse, by-products or raw 

materials (unless fronting a service lane) shall be screened by a 2 metre high close-boarded 
fence or equivalent shrubs or trees. 

 

 

6. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 
a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 
 

 

7. Retail activities  1. Retail activities shall have, whichever is lesser, of maximum retail floor space of 500m2 for any 
building and maximum site coverage of 100% per total site area, whichever is lesser. 

 

 

8. Residential activities  1. Residential activities shall only be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all 
street frontages by retail activities. 
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6C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
9. New buildings and additions 

and alterations to existing 
buildings 

 
 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level shall be 12 metres and no 
building shall be more than 3 storeys above the original ground level. 

 
2. Where a building adjoins, or is within 2 metres of the front boundary of a site, or a main internal 

pedestrian route, the building shall contain at least 75% of the ground level road boundary 
façade and facades on main internal routes as active retail frontages including pedestrian 
entrances and clear glass for the display of goods. 

 
3. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope, which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 meters above the property boundary where it adjoins the boundary 
of living zones and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that 
garages located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the 
height envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, 
and on the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a 
point 2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

 
4. Any building which is setback 2 or more metres from the road boundary shall provide (or, in 

respect of existing trees, retain) at least one specimen tree capable of growing to 5 metres in 
height within 10 years of planting for every 10 metres of site frontage.  Any landscaping 
provided in accordance with this standard shall be included in the landscaping car park 
requirement. 

 
5. All buildings, other than temporary or accessory storage buildings, shall be lit with exterior 

lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
6. Verandahs shall be provided to the following standards, except in situations where the 

adjoining buildings on both sides do not have a verandah (excluding Raumati Beach Town 
Centre Zone where all buildings shall provide a verandah) and where the building is set back 
from the frontage by more than 3 metres: 
a) Minimum depth of 3 metres. 
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6C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
b) In all cases verandahs shall be at least 0.5 metres behind the kerb face. 

 
7. Verandahs shall extend along the entire frontage of the building and shall adjoin existing 

verandahs on adjacent buildings. 
 
8. Verandahs shall have exterior lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
9. All buildings on sites adjoining a Living Zones shall meet the permitted activity standards for 

buildings in the adjoining Living Zone (including height, yard, height-in-relation-to-boundary). 
 
10. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of the Living Zones. 
 
11. No building shall be set back more than 2 metres from the legal road boundary or main internal 

route edge.  Any setback less than 2 metres shall be entirely paved for pedestrian circulation 
(except for ancillary landscaping). This rule does not apply to ancillary buildings; that is 
buildings used for a purpose which is secondary to the main use of the site and which are 
located to the rear of the main building on the site. 

 
12. Pedestrian pathways shall be provided with a minimum width of 2 metres and be separated by 

appropriate marking/delineation from traffic movements from all car parking areas to the 
building entrances and between building entrances. 

 
13. The payment of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
14. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

10. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings and activities in the 
Raumati Beach Town Centre 

1. Shall comply with the permitted activity standards for new buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings under Rule 6C.1.9. 

 
2. No building shall be set back from the road boundary except where there is provision for open 
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6C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
oth e specified). erwis
 

 

Pe d Activities rmitte Standards Ref. 
Zone space/courts for non-vehicle use.  This rule does not apply to ancillary buildings; that is 

buildings used for a purpose which is secondary to the main use of the site and which are 
located to the rear of the main building on the site. 

 
3. Residential Activities shall comply with the following standards: 

a) A ground floor retail / commercial use shall face the street with a main residential ‘front 
door’ accessed from the street. 

b) A building recess shall be provided for each 12m of building length.  The recess shall have 
a minimum horizontal length and width of 3m x 3m, and shall be at least 1m lower than the 
adjoining section of the building, (this reduced section shall extend from one side of the 
building to the other). In relation to this standard building length is the external 
measurement of the building from front to back, and/or from one side to the other. The 
recess shall not apply to the ground floor street frontage. 

c) Each unit shall provide a private outdoor living space of at least 20m², with a minimum 
dimension of 1.5m. The outdoor living space shall be directly accessible from a living room 
(lounge / dining / family etc.) 

d) A minimum of 1 car park space per household unit shall be provided. 
e) Residential buildings shall be acoustically designed to achieve an internal L10 (18 hr) level 

of 45dBA with all opening windows closed and provide an acoustic design certificate from a 
suitably qualified person. 

f) Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 
11A.1.12. 

 
11. Industrial activities 1. Industrial activities shall be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all street 

frontages by retail activities. 
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6C.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road. 

 
2. No further development potential shall be 

created as a result of the subdivision (i.e. 
through the creation of a small lot and a larger 
lot which can then be further subdivided and 
would not have met all restricted discretionary 
activity standards including minimum or 
average lot sizes prior to this subdivision 
occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The relevant standards under Rules 6C.3.1 

shall be complied with, including any 
additional restricted discretionary activity 
standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks. 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network. 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects. 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
natural features. 

 
6. Natural hazard management. 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
8. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision. 
 
10. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA. 
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6C.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

6. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 
provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
 

6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any subdivision of land which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
6C.2.1. 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road 

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able to 

accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision.  

 
4. The maximum block length of the development shall 

be 150 metres.  For the purposes of this standard, 
the maximum block length shall also apply to any 
internal roading proposed. 
 

5. A development plan showing indicative buildings 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

and landscaping shall be provided. 
 
6. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for building 
separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
7. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as notations to 
structure plans. Where the zone standards and 
standards attached as notations differ, the notations 
shall take precedence. 

 
8. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 
 

features, sensitive natural features 
and visually dominant ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision 

 
9. Imposition of conditions under 

sections 108 and 220 of the RMA 
 
10. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan  

 
11. The provision of walking, cycle 

pathways and bridleways. 
 

2. Retail activities that have a 
ground level retail floor space 
less than: 
d) 1000m2 in the Raumati 

Beach Town Centre Zone 
e) 1000m2 in the Otaki Main 

Street Town Centre Zone 

 1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Council’s Crime Prevention through 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

f) 2000m2 in the 
Paraparaumu Beach 
Town Centre Zone 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
4. Visual, character, amenity and 

streetscape effects, including 
effects those values which are 
intended to be created but do not 
yet exist. 

 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
7. Public safety 
 
8. Context and surroundings 
 
9. Cumulative effects 
 
10. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
11. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 
12. Effects on the vitality of centres 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M h Council will atters over whic
r n  estrict its discretio

Ref. 

 
13. Economic effects 
 

3. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings where one of the 
following permitted activity 
standards is not met: 
a) Active retail frontages 
b) Height envelope 
c) Landscaping 
d) Lighting 
e) Verandahs 
f) Buildings adjacent Living 

Zones 
g) Building setback 
h) Pedestrian pathways 
i) Vehicle entrances 

 

1.  For active retail frontages the distance between 
pedestrian entrances shall not exceed 18 metres. 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
8. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M ch Council will atters over whi
r tion  estrict its discre

Ref. 

 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 
11. Cumulative effects 
 
12. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
13. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

4. Papakainga activities at 
Whakarongotai Marae 
(Schedule of Historic Heritage 
ID: WTS0361A) 

1. A maximum of 10 papakainga units shall be 
permitted on the site. 

 
2. Each papakainga unit to have an outdoor living court 

for the exclusive use of the individual papakainga 
unit. 

 
3. The outdoor living court shall be a minimum of 30m2, 

with a minimum dimension of 2.5 metres and the 
ability to accommodate a circle with a 4 metre 
diameter. 

 
4. The outdoor living court shall be directly accessible 

from a living room (lounge / dining / family etc.) 
however it shall not be located between a residential 
building’s front and a street. 

 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
3. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
4. Traffic and Transport effects 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Ref. 

5. The outdoor living court shall also provide sunlight 
access to an area of the space with a minimum 
radius of 2 metres that is capable of receiving no 
less than 1 hour of continuous sunlight between the 
hours of 11:00am—2:00pm on June 21 (mid-winter 
solstice).  

 
6. An average of 1.5 parking spaces per unit shall be 

provided: A minimum of 1 space per unit is required 
and in calculating the average no more than 2 
spaces per unit may be counted. 

 
7. Any new residential building shall comply with all 

permitted activity standards under Rule 11A.1.12. 
 

5. Location and design of parking, 
traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
6. Public safety 
 
7. Context and surroundings 
 
8. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
9. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

5. Development which is 
undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentives 
Guidelines set out in Appendix 
3.1. 

1. The amount of development proposed shall not 
exceed or proceed earlier than the stipulations in the 
guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or 
water quality benefits created by the 
proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic and transport effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 
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6C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
r ste rict its discretion  

Ref. 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
 

 
 
 
 

6C.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

2. Subdivision that does not 
comply with the Restricted 
Discretionary Standards 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 
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6C.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Activities which create offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the Living Zones. 
 

 

2. Offensive trades. 
 

 

3. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings which exceed 12 metres in height or are more than 3 storeys above 
the original ground level 

 

 

4. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council. 

 

 

5. Retail activities that exceed the Permitted and Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards for retail floor space. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

6.1.5 Local Centre Zone Rules and Standards 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6D.0. Applicability of Rules 6A.1 – 6A.5 
 
Rules 6D.1 to 6D.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Local Centre Zone and Waikanae North Development Zone Precinct Area 
6.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless 
otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters of control/discretion shall apply to all land in the Local Centre Zone and Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct Area 6. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more 
stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
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Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6D.1 to 6D.5 for any activity in the Local Centre Zone and Waikanae 
North Development Zone Precinct Area 6, attention is also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

6D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

  

2. Activities adjoining or facing 
Living Zones 

1. Hours of operation for activities, except residential activities, on sites adjoining or facing the 
Living Zones shall be limited to between 7.00am and 11.00pm, 7 days a week. 

 

 

3. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust 
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6D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 

 
4. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 

boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  
 

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 
2. Activities adjacent to the Living Zones and storage areas containing refuse, by-products or raw 

materials (unless fronting a service lane) shall be screened by a 2 metre high close-boarded 
fence or equivalent shrubs or trees. 

 

 

6. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 
a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 

 

7. Retail activities 1. Retail activities shall have, whichever is lesser, of maximum retail floor space of 500m2 for any 
building and maximum site coverage of 100%per total site area, whichever is lesser. 

  

 

8. Residential activities  1. Residential activities shall only be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all 
street frontages by retail activities. 

 

 

9. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings (except in 
Paekākāriki) 

 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level shall be 12 metres and no 
building shall be more than 3 storeys above the original ground level. 

 
2. Where a building adjoins, or is within 2 metres of the front boundary of a site, or a main internal 

pedestrian route, the building shall contain at least 75% of the ground level road boundary 
façade and facades on main internal routes as active retail frontages including pedestrian 
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6D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
entrances and clear glass for the display of goods. 

 
3. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope, which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 meters above the property boundary where it adjoins the boundary 
of living zones and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that 
garages located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the 
height envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, 
and on the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a 
point 2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

 
4. Any building which is setback 2 or more metres from the road boundary shall provide (or, in 

respect of existing trees, retain) at least one specimen tree capable of growing to 5 metres in 
height within 10 years of planting for every 10 metres of site frontage.  Any landscaping 
provided in accordance with this standard shall be included in the landscaping car park 
requirement. 

 
5. All buildings, other than temporary or accessory storage buildings, shall be lit with exterior 

lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
6. Verandahs shall be provided to the following standards, except in situations where the 

adjoining buildings on both sides do not have a verandah (excluding Paekakariki, where all 
buildings shall provide a verandah) and where the building is set back from the frontage by 
more than 3 metres: 
a) Minimum depth of 3 metres. 
b) In all cases verandahs shall be at least 0.5 metres behind the kerb face. 

 
7. Verandahs shall extend along the entire frontage of the building and shall adjoin existing 

verandahs on adjacent buildings. 
 
8. Verandahs shall have exterior lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
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6D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 
 
9. All buildings on sites adjoining a Living Zones shall meet the permitted activity standards for 

buildings in the adjoining Living Zone (including height, yard, height-in-relation-to-boundary). 
 
10. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of the Living Zones. 
 
11. No building shall be set back more than 2 metres from the legal road boundary or main internal 

route edge.  Any setback less than 2 metres shall be entirely paved for pedestrian circulation 
(except for ancillary landscaping). This rule does not apply to ancillary buildings; that is 
buildings used for a purpose which is secondary to the main use of the site and which are 
located to the rear of the main building on the site. 

 
12. Pedestrian pathways shall be provided with a minimum width of 2 metres and be separated by 

appropriate marking/delineation from traffic movements from all car parking areas to the 
building entrances and between building entrances. 

 
13. The payment of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
14. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

10. Buildings and Activities in the 
Meadows Precinct in the Local 
Centre Zone identified in the 
District Plan Maps. 

1. Shall comply with the permitted activity standards for new buildings and additions and 
alterations to existing buildings under Rule 6A.1.9. 

 
2. Before a Childcare Facility can commence operation, a report prepared by a suitably qualified 

acoustic engineer that demonstrates compliance with the permitted activity standards relating 
to noise emissions shall be provided to the satisfaction of Council. 

 
3. The total gross floor area of all commercial and retail activities within the Meadows Precinct 

shall be a maximum of 8,000m². 
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6D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
4. The total gross floor area of retail activities within the Meadows Precinct shall be a maximum of 

1,400 m² and any single retail activity shall not exceed a gross floor area of 200m². 
 
5. Provision of a heavy vehicle and bus entrance/egress point on Mazengarb Road to serve the 

Meadows Precinct in accordance with Chapter 11 of this plan prior to the auditorium or any 
commercial or retail activity commencing operation. 

 
6. Vehicle movements via the Realm Drive access point shall be restricted to entry only. 
 
7. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

11. Buildings and activities in 
Waikanae North Development 
Zone Precinct Area 6 identified 
in the District Plan Maps, the 
rules and standards of the 
Local Centre Zone shall 
apply.   

 
Note – additional controls on land 
use and subdivision which are 
specific to Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct Area 
6 are included in Chapter 6 
 

1. Shall comply with the permitted activity standards for the Local Centre Zone under Rule 6A.1. 
 
2. Any habitable room that will be used for residential accommodation purposes shall be protected 

from noise arising from other activities (i.e. commercial activities within the Mixed Use Precinct) 
by ensuring the external sound insulation level achieves the following minimum performance 
standard: 
a) DnT,w + Ctr > 30 dB; and 

 
3. The cumulative gross floor area for:  

a) all retail activity shall not exceed 1,200m2; and  
b) all commercial service activity shall not exceed 2000m2.   

 

12. Industrial Activities 1. Industrial activities shall be located above the ground floor level or be separated from all street 
frontages by retail activities. 
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6D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created 
in the Local Centre Zone, or 
any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road. 

 
2. No further development potential shall be 

created as a result of the subdivision (i.e. 
through the creation of a small lot and a larger 
lot which can then be further subdivided and 
would not have met all restricted discretionary 
activity standards including minimum or 
average lot sizes prior to this subdivision 
occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The relevant standards under Rules 6D.3.1 

shall be complied with, including any 
additional restricted discretionary activity 
standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks. 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network. 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects. 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
natural features. 

 
6. Natural hazard management. 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
8. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision. 
 
10. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA. 
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6D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

6. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 
provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 
2. Buildings in the Meadows 

Precinct in the Local Centre 
Zone identified in the District 
Plan Maps 

1. Within the Meadows Precinct all new and 
relocated buildings shall have a maximum 
height of: 
a) 8 metres except a single auditorium 

building which shall not exceed 12 metres; 
and 

b) 6 metres for a minimum of 50% of any 
building fronting Mazengarb Road. 

 
2. An auditorium within the Meadows Precinct 

shall not exceed 12 metres in height and may 
accommodate up to a maximum of 1,500 
people. 

 
3. Prior to the construction of an auditorium, a 

report shall be prepared by a suitably qualified 
acoustic engineer that demonstrates 
compliance with the permitted activity 
standards relating to noise emissions. The 
report shall be provided to Council as part of 
the resource consent application. The findings 
of the report shall be incorporated into the 
design and construction of the facility. 

 
4. Within the Meadows Precinct, all new and 

relocated buildings shall be sited in general 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Visual, character, amenity and 

streetscape effects 
 
3. Consistency with the Meadows Precinct 

Design Guidelines (see Appendix 6.2). 
 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines and 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements (2012). 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Landscaping associated with any new 

building. 
 
7. Incorporation of methods to conserve 

energy and water use. 
 
8. Incorporation of methods to reduce and 

treat stormwater runoff. 
 
9. Consistency with the landscaping and 
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6D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

accordance with the Meadows Structure Plan 
(see Appendix 6.3). 

 
5. A landscaping/planting plan, building 

development plan and travel plan shall be 
provided with each application. 

 
6. As part of the first development within the 

Meadows Precinct an Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) shall be prepared 
jointly by suitably qualified and experienced 
professionals (engineer, ecologist and 
landscape architect) in consultation with the 
Council’s stormwater engineer. This report 
shall be provided to Council as part of the 
resource consent application.  The EMP shall 
aim to ensure the ongoing ecological health of 
the water bodies of the Meadows New Life 
Trust site (Lot 3 DP 363188 & Lot 33 DP 
79983) and the adjacent Kāpiti Coast District 
Council Recreation Reserve. The EMP shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following 
matters: 
a) the design of the Upper Stormwater Pond 

shall ensure that the southern 
embankment of the Upper Stormwater 
Pond is benched to create a large shallow 
area of wetland habitat 

b) the design of the Upper Stormwater Pond 
shall include an adjustable water level 

building locations shown on the Meadows 
Structure Plan (see Appendix 6.3) 

 
10. Provision of a travel plan and traffic 

effects. 
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6D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

control device to ensure that water levels 
within the pond can be adjusted as 
necessary, and that the range of 
adjustable water levels is set in 
conjunction with the detailed design of the 
flood storage on the site 

c) a planting plan is prepared for the riparian 
margins of the Upper and Lower 
Stormwater Ponds and extending to the 
edge of the Kāpiti Coast District Council 
Recreation Reserve using appropriately 
sourced native species. This planting plan 
shall include the re-location and re-
planting of the existing Carex secta, Carex 
virgata and Schoenoplectus validus 
wetland plants within the Upper 
Stormwater Pond 

d) an invasive weed control plan shall be 
prepared 

e) an ongoing monitoring programme is 
developed to monitor the Stormwater 
Ponds, riparian planting and ecological 
health of the adjacent Kāpiti Coast District 
Council Recreation Reserve 

f) baseline and ongoing hydrological 
monitoring of water levels is undertaken in 
the Upper and Lower Stormwater Ponds 
in relation to the Kāpiti Coast District 
Council Recreation Reserve 

g) the design of a Low Impact Urban Design 
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6D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

stormwater attenuation system to filter 
runoff and attenuate peak flows before 
entering the Lower Stormwater Pond 

h) a detailed storm water design is provided 
to demonstrate how hydraulic neutrality for 
the site will be achieved, and to identify 
the forms of low impact stormwater 
technology to be utilised in the 
development of the site, e.g. including 
swales, rain gardens, roof runoff water 
tanks among others 

i) planting along the Realm Drive boundary 
be established within 6 months of the 
removal of existing vegetation, or in the 
case of the road reserve by Building 1, 
within 3 months of completion of the 
building 

j) planting of Open Space zoned areas shall 
be established within 6 months of 
completion of earthworks in these areas 

 
7. The agreed EMP is an information requirement 

for resource consent applications for 
development within the Meadows Precinct. 

 
8. Any new residential building shall comply with 

all permitted activity standards under Rule 
11A.1.12. 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any subdivision of land which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
6D.2.1 in the Local Centre 
Zone 

 
 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road 

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able to 

accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision. 

  
4. A development plan showing indicative buildings 

and landscaping shall be provided. 
 
5. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for building 
separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
6. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as notations to 
structure plans. Where the zone standards and 
standards attached as notations differ, the notations 
shall take precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 
 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
features, sensitive natural features 
and visually dominant ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Ref. 

9. Imposition of conditions under 
sections 108 and 220 of the RMA 

 
10. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan  

 
11. The provision of walking, cycle 

pathways and bridleways 
 

2. Subdivision in Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct 
Area 6 in the Waikanae North 
Development Zone.  

 
Note – additional controls on land 
use and subdivision which are 
specific to Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct Area 
6 are included in Chapter 6 
 
Criteria for notification   
The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 
 

1. All services shall be underground. 
 
2. Vehicle access shall be to Parata St and David St. 
 
3. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 

access to a legal road. 
 
4. Each lot, including the balance area, shall be able to 

accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards. 

 
5. A development plan showing indicative buildings 

and landscaping shall be provided. 
 
6. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for building 
separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

1. The design and layout of the 
subdivision and any associated 
earthworks 

 
2. Character and amenity effects 
 
3. Landscaping 
 
4. The design, size, shape and 

location of reserves and esplanades 
 
5. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012 

 
6. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
Chapter 12 of this Plan 

 
7. The imposition of conditions 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
r ste rict its discretion  

Ref. 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with.  
8. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any transport effects 

 
9. Any legal mechanisms required for 

legal access 
 
10. Geotechnical information 
 
11. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to any 
natural hazards features, historic 
heritage features and sensitive 
natural features 

 
12. Stormwater management 
 
13. Water management and water 

saving initiatives 
 
14. Pest weed and animal control 

including prohibition of domestic 
cats. 

 
15. The Waikanae North Design Guide 

– (Appendix X). 
 
16. The application shall assess how 

the subdivision will contribute to 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

achieving, or is consistent with, the 
environmental enhancements and 
water management required to 
implement the Concept Masterplan 
and for the area of the subdivision, 
how environmental enhancements 
and water management will be 
implemented and maintained. 

 
3. New buildings and additions 

and alterations to existing 
buildings in the Local Centre 
Zone (except in Paekākāriki) 
where one of the following 
permitted activity standards is 
not met: 
a) Active retail frontages 
b) Height envelope 
c) Landscaping 
d) Lighting 
e) Verandahs 
f) Buildings adjacent Living 

Zones 
g) Building setback 
h) Pedestrian pathways 
i) Vehicle entrances 

 

1.  For active retail frontages the distance between 
pedestrian entrances shall not exceed 18 metres. 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not 

met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines 
and Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 
(2012). 

 
5. Paekākāriki Village Centre Design 

Guide (for Paekākāriki Local Centre 
Zone only)  
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

  
6. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
7. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
8. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
9. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
10. Public safety 
 
11. Context and surroundings 
 
12. Cumulative effects 
 
13. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
14. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

4. Earthworks within the 
Meadows Precinct in the Local 
Centre Zone identified in the 
District Plan Maps that do not 
comply with the Permitted 
Activity Standards. 

 

1. Earthworks shall be undertaken in accordance with 
the Environmental Management Plan prepared 
under Rule 6D.2.3. If an Environmental 
Management Plan has not been prepared and 
approved in accordance with Rule 6D.2.3, an 
Environmental Management Plan meeting the 
requirements of that provision shall be prepared and 

1. Visual, character and amenity 
effects. 

 
2. Location, layout, size, extent and 

design of proposed of earthworks. 
 
3. Consistency with the Meadows 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

complied with. Precinct Design Guidelines (see 
Appendix 6.2) and Meadows 
Structure Plan (see Appendix 6.3). 

 
4. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
 
5. The degree to which any cut or fill 

will: 
a)  alter existing landforms,  
b) affect water quality,  
c) cause or contribute to soil 

erosion and slope stability, or  
d) affect any waterbody, historic 

heritage, locally indigenous 
vegetation or sensitive natural 
feature. 

 
6. The degree of compliance with the 

Environmental Management Plan 
applicable to this rule. 

 
5. New buildings and additions 

and alterations to existing 
buildings in Waikanae North 
Development Zone Precinct 
Area 6.  

 
Criteria for notification   

1. Shall meet the permitted activity standards for 
buildings. 

 
2. Buildings used for mixed use activities shall have a 

maximum height of any building from original ground 
level of 12 metres and shall not be more than 3 
storeys above the original ground level. 

1 External design, appearance, siting 
and location. 

 
2 Residential amenity for any 

household units. 
 
3 Standard, construction and location 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

S at ndards M ill atters over which Council w
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

The written approval of persons 
will not be necessary and 
applications need not be served or 
notified. 
 

 
3. Buildings used for residential activities shall have a 

maximum height of any building from original ground 
level of 10 metres and shall not be more than 3 
storeys above the original ground level. 

 
4. No building to be sited to preclude future grade-

separated roading interchange with State Highway 
1. 

 

of vehicle access and parking. 
 
4 Landscaping.  
 
5 Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines in 
Appendix X). 

 
6 Provision for future grade-separated 

roading interchange with State 
Highway 1.  

 
7 The extent of consistency with 

relevant parts of the Waikanae North 
Design Guide – Appendix X.  

 
8 The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
6. Development which is 

undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentives 
Guidelines set out in Appendix 
3.1 

 

1. The amount of development proposed shall not 
exceed or proceed earlier than the stipulations in the 
guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or 
water quality benefits created by the 
proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects 
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6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Ref. 

4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
 

7. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings in the Local Centre 
Zone in Paekākāriki 

1. Shall comply with the permitted activity standards for 
new buildings and additions and alterations to 
existing buildings under Rule 6A.1.9. 

 
2. No building shall be set back from the road 

boundary except where there is provision for open 
space/courts for non-vehicle use.   

 
3. The maximum height of any building from original 

ground level shall be 10 metres, provided that no 
more than 50% of the building exceeds a height of 8 
metres above original ground level. 

 
4. The maximum height of any part of the front 

elevation of a building shall be 8 metres. 
 
5. No part of a building within 2 metres of the front 

elevation shall exceed 8 metres in height, except 
that a pitched roof may be installed, with a slope 

1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Visual, character, amenity, 

streetscape and stream effects, 
including effects those values which 
are intended to be created but do 
not yet exist. 

 
3. Council’s Paekākāriki Village 

Centre Design Guide Crime 
Prevention through Environmental 
Design Guidelines and Subdivision 
and Development Principles and 
Requirements (2012). 

 
4. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-99] - Notified 29 November 2012 

6D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
r ste rict its discretion  

Ref. 

running upwards from the frontage to the centre of 
the building at an angle of not more than 45 
degrees. 

 
6. All buildings above the ground floor shall be set back 

at least 1.5 metres from the side boundaries. 
 
7. Any new residential building shall comply with all 

permitted activity standards under Rule 11A.1.12. 

 
6. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
7. Location and design of parking, 

traffic circulation areas, loading and 
access 

 
8. Public safety 
 
9. Context and surroundings 
 
10. Cumulative effects 
 
11. Whether any nuisance effects are 

created 
 
12. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

 
 
 

6D.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 
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6D.4  Discretionary Activities 
T retionary activities. he following activities are disc

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 
2. Subdivision that does not 

comply with the Restricted 
Discretionary Standards in the 
Local Centre Zone. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

 

6D.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
2. Activities which create offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the Living Zones 
 

 

3. Offensive trades 
 

 

4. Retail activities that exceed the Permitted Activity Standards 
 

 

5. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings which exceed 12 metres in height or are more than 3 storeys above 
the original ground level 

 

 

6. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council 

 

 

7. The following activities within the Meadows Precinct identified in the District Plan Maps: 
a) Any building which does not comply with the Meadows Precinct Controlled Activity Standards. 
b) Retail outlets exceeding a gross floor area of 200m², and any supermarkets, furniture stores, licensed premises and industrial 

activities. The total gross floor area for all retail activities shall not exceed 1,400m². 
c) Retail activities which exceed a total of 1,400m² gross floor area within the Meadows Precinct. 
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d) Commercial and retail activities which exceed a total of 8,000m² gross floor area within the Meadows Precinct. 
 

6.1.6 Civic and Community Zone Rules and Standards 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6E.0. Applicability of Rules 6E.1 – 6E.5 
 
Rules 6E.1 to 6E.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Civic and Community Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site 
comprises more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters 
of control/discretion shall apply to all of the Civic and Community Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter 
and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6E.1 to 6E.5 for any activity in the Civic and Community Zone, attention is 

also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial al contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

6E.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
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6E.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

2. Activities adjoining or facing 
Living Zones 

1. Hours of operation for activities on sites adjoining or facing the Living Zones shall be limited to 
between 7.00am and 11.00pm, 7 days a week. 

 

 

3. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 

 

 

4. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 
boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  

 

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 
2. Activities adjacent to the Living Zones and storage areas containing refuse, by-products or raw 

materials (unless fronting a service lane) shall be screened by a 2 metre high close-boarded 
fence or equivalent shrubs or trees. 

 

 

6. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements:  
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6E.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 

7. Community facilities, 
education facilities, performing 
arts facilities and health 
facilities that meet the 
permitted activity standards 

  

8. Recreation and cultural 
activities 

  

9. Retail activities 1. Retail activities, excluding licensed premises, shall be ancillary to the permitted or consented 
activity on the site and have a maximum retail floor space of 50m2. 

 
2. Food and beverage outlets, excluding licensed premises, shall be permitted. 
 

 

10. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings 

 
 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level shall be 12 metres and no 
building shall be more than 3 storeys above the original ground level. 

 
2. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope, which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 meters above the property boundary where it adjoins the boundary 
of living zones and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that 
garages located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the 
height envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, 
and on the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a 
point 2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

 
3. Any building which is setback 2 or more metres from the road boundary shall provide (or, in 

respect of existing trees, retain) at least one specimen tree capable of growing to 5 metres in 
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6E.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
height within 10 years of planting for every 10 metres of site frontage.  Any landscaping 
provided in accordance with this standard shall be included in the landscaping car park 
requirement. 

 
4. All buildings, other than temporary or accessory storage buildings, shall be lit with exterior 

lighting at pedestrian entrance areas at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 
5. All buildings on sites adjoining a Living Zones shall meet the permitted activity standards for 

buildings in the adjoining Living Zone (including height, yard, height-in-relation-to-boundary). 
 
6. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of the Living Zones. 
 
7. Buildings shall have maximum site coverage of 75%. 
 
8. Pedestrian pathways shall be provided with a minimum width of 2 metres and be separated by 

appropriate marking/delineation from traffic movements from all car parking areas to the 
building entrances and between building entrances. 

 
9. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

 

6E.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road. 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks. 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-105] - Notified 29 November 2012 

additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

 
2. No further development potential shall be created as 

a result of the subdivision (i.e. through the creation 
of a small lot and a larger lot which can then be 
further subdivided and would not have met all 
restricted discretionary activity standards including 
minimum or average lot sizes prior to this 
subdivision occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision.  

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able 

to accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The relevant standards under Rules 6E.3.1 shall be 

complied with, including any additional restricted 
discretionary activity standards for subdivision 
attached as notations to structure plans. Where the 
zone standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take precedence. 

 
6. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 
 
 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 

effects. 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
features and sensitive natural 
features. 

 
6. Natural hazard management. 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

8. The imposition of financial 
contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision. 

 
10. Imposition of conditions under 

sections 108 and 220 of the RMA. 
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6E.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any subdivision of land which 
does not comply with any one 
or more of the controlled 
activity standards under Rule 
6E.2.1. 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road 

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. The maximum block length of the 

development shall be 150 metres.  For the 
purposes of this standard, the maximum block 
length shall also apply to any internal roading 
proposed. 
 

5. A development plan showing indicative 
buildings and landscaping shall be provided. 

 
6. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for 
building separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
7. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any effects on the transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features, sensitive 
natural features and visually dominant 
ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision 
 
9. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA 
 
10. The imposition of financial contributions in 
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6E.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma t tters over which Council will restric
its discretion  

Ref. 

notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 
8. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan  
 
11. The provision of walking, cycle pathways 

and bridleways 
 

2. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings where one of the 
following permitted activity 
standards is not met: 
a) Height envelope 
b) Landscaping 
c) Lighting 
d) Buildings adjacent Living 

Zones 
e) Building setback 
f) Pedestrian pathways 
g) Vehicle entrances 

 

 1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, streetscape 

and stream effects, including effects those 
values which are intended to be created 
but do not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines and 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements (2012). 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
8. Location and design of parking, traffic 

circulation areas, loading and access 
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6E.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M ch Council will restrict atters over whi
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 
11. Cumulative effects 
 
12. Whether any nuisance effects are created 
 
13. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
 

3. Development which is 
undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentives 
Guidelines set out in Appendix 
3.1. 

1. The amount of development proposed shall 
not exceed or proceed earlier than the 
stipulations in the guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or water 
quality benefits created by the proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
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6E.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
 

6E.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

2. Residential Activities 
 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

 

6E.5 Non Complying Activities 

The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Subdivision that does not comply with the Restricted Discretionary Standards 
 

 

2. Offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the Living Zones 
 

 

3. Offensive trades  
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4. New buildings and additions and alterations to existing buildings which exceed 12 metres in height or are more than 3 storeys above 

the original ground level 
 

 

5. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution of Council 

 

 

6. Retail activities that exceed the Permitted Activity Standards 
 

 

7. Off license premises and on license premises 
 

 

8. Commercial activities 
 

 

9. Industrial activities 
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6.1.7 Industrial Zone Rules and Standards 

 
Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 6F.0. Applicability of Rules 6F.1 – 6F.5 
 
Rules 6F.1 to 6F.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Industrial Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more 
than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters of 
control/discretion shall apply to all of the Industrial Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other 
chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6F.1 to 6F.5 for any activity in the Industrial Zone, attention is also drawn 

to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

2. Industrial activities 
 

  

3. Activities adjoining or facing 
Living Zones 

1. Hours of operation for industrial, commercial or retail activities on sites adjoining or facing the 
Living Zones shall be limited to Monday to Saturday 7.00am to 11.00pm except during Public 
Holidays when industrial activities shall not take place. 

 
2. The following hours of operation shall be observed for industrial activities on the Industrial 

zoned land adjoining the Paraparaumu Quarry: 7:00am to 11:00pm Monday to Saturday. No 
industrial activities shall be carried out on this land outside these times or on Sundays or Public 
Holidays. 

 

 

4. Landscaping 1. In relation to buildings and carparks on sites adjoining a road which has a carriageway width in 
excess of 8.0 metres, a landscaped strip of at least 2 metres in width shall be provided along 
the front boundary (except for vehicle crossings).  Landscaping shall also be provided in side 
and rear yards where they adjoin a Living or Centres Zone.  Where sites exceed 4000m2 in 
size, there shall be provision of at least 3 specimen trees capable of growing to 5 metres in 
height within 10 years of planting for every 1000m2 of area landscaped.   

 

 

5. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities St na dards Ref. 

 
6. Lighting 1. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres inside the 

boundary of any adjoining Rural or Living Zone.  
 

 

7. Outdoor Storage 1. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 
temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 
2. Industrial activities adjacent to Living Zones and Centres Zones that have storage areas 

containing refuse, by-products or raw materials shall be screened by a 2 metre high, close-
boarded fence or equivalent and shrubs or trees. 

 

 

8. Vehicle Access 1. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 
a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

 
Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a formed 
legal road. 
 

 

9. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings 

 

1. The maximum height of any building from original ground level is 10 metres except that, on Lot 
6 DP 75592 (Milne Drive, Paraparaumu), the maximum height of any building within the area 
identified on the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.4 as “8.0m Height Maximum” shall be 8 metres 
measured from original ground level. 

 
2. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope which is made up of “recession planes” which 

incline inwards and upwards from the property’s boundaries where they adjoin the boundary of 
the living zone.  Each recession plane commences at a point 2.1 metres above the property 
boundary and inclines inwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  The exception to this is that garages 
located in the side or rear yard and not more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the height 
envelope.  Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, and on 
the other side of, the property boundary, the recession plane shall be measured from a point 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 

2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 
 
3. Buildings shall be sited a minimum of 4 metres from the boundary of a Living Zone.  
 
4. A building entrance shall be visible from the legal road boundary. 
 
5. The imposition of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
6. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

10. Residential activities 1. Residential activities shall: 
a) be ancillary to an industrial building and activity on site; 
b) not include more than one household unit per site; 
c) not be greater than 70m² in total floor area per site, except the Otaki South Precinct identified 

in the District Plan Maps where the maximum floor area shall be 150m2;  
d) be restricted to above the ground floor level or  be separated from all street frontages by an 

industrial area and has a clearly identified front door accessed from the street or internal 
circulation route 

e) residential buildings shall be acoustically designed to achieve an internal L10 (18 hr) level 
of 45dBA with all opening windows closed and provide an acoustic design certificate from a 
suitably qualified person to the satisfaction of Council; and 

f) be limited to accommodation for a caretaker or other person whose employment requires 
that they live on the site where they are employed. 

 
2. No residential accommodation shall be sold or otherwise disposed of except in conjunction with 

the associated industrial building.  The residential building may, however, be removed from the 
site. 

 

 

11. Retail activities 1. Retail activities shall be limited to: 
a) retail which is ancillary to an industrial activity on the site and which is limited to whichever is 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

the lesser of the following: 
i. maximum retail floor space of 100m2; or 
ii. maximum site coverage of 20%. 

b) service station; 
c) yard based retail which has a maximum retail floor space of 500m2; or 
d) food and beverage outlets that: 

i. are ancillary to an industrial manufacturing activity on site; 
ii. are not off-license licensed premises; 
iii. only sell food and beverages which are manufactured on site;  
iv. have a maximum retail floor space of 100m2; and 
v. have a maximum site coverage of 15%. 

 
2. In addition to (i) above, retail activities in the Otaki South Precinct identified in the District Plan 

Maps shall: 
a) not occupy more than 20% of the gross floor area within each site (excluding areas zoned 

open space); 
b) be limited to activities permitted in (i) above and/or space extensive retailing; 
c) not exceed a maximum area of 800m2 for each premises or tenancy. 
 

12. Offices 1. Office activities which are ancillary to an industrial activity on the site and which are limited to 
whichever is the lesser of the following: 
a) maximum gross floor area of 300m2; or 
b) maximum site coverage of 20%. 
 

 

13. Intensification of an existing 
noise sensitive activity (i.e. 
additional bedrooms but no 
additional household units), 
and up to one household unit 
on an existing vacant site 
within the air noise boundary 

1. Building and building extensions shall be designed and specified to achieve an insulation rating 
of DnTw + Ctr>30 dBA for the building envelope.  An acoustic certificate shall be provided to 
the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced acoustic engineer confirming this. Where it 
is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 
alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room. 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

as at the date of notification of 
the District Plan. 

 

 

14. The intensification of an 
existing noise sensitive activity 
(i.e. additional bedrooms) 
between the air noise 
boundary and the outer control 
boundary  

1. All new buildings associated with a noise sensitive activity shall be designed and specified to 
achieve an insulation rating of DnTw + Ctr>30 dBA for the building envelope. An acoustic 
certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced acoustic 
engineer confirming this. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic 
design requirements, an alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation 
system shall be designed to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level 
of no more than NC30 in any habitable room 

 

 

15. New or relocatable buildings 
within the Otaki South Precinct 
identified in the District Plan 
Maps, provided that all 
buildings and overall 
development meets the 
Permitted Activity standards 
and the Restricted 
Discretionary Activity Otaki 
South Precinct standards 

1. No fencing shall obstruct any overflow or residual overflow paths 
 
2. Fencing in all other areas over 0.7m in height shall be visually permeable where more than 

50% of the fence area is not visually obstructed (to provide for security while maintaining visual 
surveillance) 

 
3. Development shall not exceed the gross floor area thresholds set out below: 

 
Land Areas Existing title areas (m2) Gross Floor Areas (m2) 

A 40,785 13,051 
B 10,000 3,200 
C 127,061 40,659 
D 12,601 4,032 
Total  190,447 60,943 

 
4. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12.   
 

 

16. New buildings and activities at 
LOT 6 DP 75592 AND PART 

1. All proposed buildings and activities and all changes to buildings and activities shall demonstrate that 
they can achieve hydraulic neutrality (that is no increase in the volume of stormwater runoff 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

LOT 1 DP 88703 (MILNE 
DRIVE, PARAPARAUMU) 

discharged off-site from buildings and activities on the land) in any equivalent ARI 24-hour storm event 
up to a 1 in 100 year event. 

 
2. No sealed carparking areas shall be formed and no buildings or structures shall be erected 

within the parts of the site identified on the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.4 as ‘No Build Areas’ 
other than fences, and structures required in association with on-site stormwater management 
and disposal. 

 
3. Prior to any business opening to the public, a 10-metre wide planted buffer comprising appropriate 

woody vegetation capable of providing effective visual screening, between Andrews Pond and the 
plan change site, shall be established within ‘No Build Area A’ along the northern edge of the 
pond. The vegetation shall be capable of achieving a height of at least 4.0m, and consist of native 
species appropriate for the wetland edge. 

 
4. Any vehicle entrance to the land shall be from Milne Drive within the area indicated on the 

Structure Plan in Appendix 6.4. 
 
5. The planting strategy for the vegetated buffer shall be designed to achieve screening, 

consolidate vegetation and ecological values and to enrich biodiversity through the use of 
wetland/wetland margin plant species. 

 
6. That only eco-sourced indigenous plant species from the Foxton Ecological District are used for 

planting to create the vegetated buffer. 
 
7. Any fences on site should provide for pedestrian access and visibility of publicly accessible 

areas in line with Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design principles. Permeable 
fences should be used, including site boundary fences. 

 
8. Traffic generated from the site shall not exceed 50 vehicles per peak hour. 
 
9. Prior to any business opening to the public, a 2-metre-high close-boarded timber or other 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

acoustic fence shall be erected along the site boundary within ‘No-Build Area E’ shown on the 
Structure Plan in Appendix 6.4. 

 
10. No advertising signs shall be permitted to be displayed on any building façade, fence or wall 

facing south. 
 
11. The exterior walls and roofs of all buildings shall be finished in colours which are neutral or 

recessive, and acceptable colours include those from the following colour range from British 
Standard 5252 (as at 1 January 2010): 

00 A (01, 03, 05, 07, 09, 11, 13) 
02 A (03, 07, 11), 02 C (39 & 40) 
04 B (15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29), 04 C (39 & 40), 
06 A (03, 07, 11), 06 C (37, 39 & 40), 6 D (44, 45) 
08 A 14, 06 B (15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29), 8C (37, 39, 40), 08 D (44 & 45) 
10 A (01, 03, 05, 07, 09, 11), 10 B (15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29), 10 C (37, 39), 10 D (44, 
45) 
12 B (15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29), 12 C (37, 39 & 40), 12 D (44, 45) 
14 C (37, 39 & 40), 14 D (44, 45) 
16 A (03, 07, 11), 16 C (37, 39 & 40), 16 D (44, 45) 
18 A 14, 18 B (15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29), 18 C (39 & 40) 
20 C 39, 40 
22 C 39, 40 
24 C 39, 40 
 

12. In addition to the above, landscaping along the Ruahine Street frontage of the Industrial zoned 
land adjoining the Paraparaumu Quarry shall be carried out generally in accordance with the 
Plan titled “Paraparaumu Quarry Appendix 1. Concept Plan, 1:500@A3, March 2005”, and the 
stream shall be left open (i.e. not piped).  
Note:  Copies of this plan are available from the Kapiti Coast District Council reception at any 
time the Council is open to the public, or alternatively it can be obtained via Council’s website: 
www.kapiticoast.govt.nz 
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6F.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

 
13. Development of the Industrial zoned land adjoining the Paraparaumu Quarry shall include the 

noise mitigation fence identified on the Plan titled “Paraparaumu Quarry Appendix 1. Concept 
Plan, 1:500@A3, March 2005”, and any buildings constructed on the Ruahine Street frontage 
shall have no active edges e.g. doorways or opening windows, facing Ruahine Street (except for 
site ingress and egress) Note:  Copies of this plan are available from the Kapiti Coast District 
Council reception at any time the Council is open to the public, or alternatively it can be obtained 
via Council’s website: www.kapiticoast.govt.nz 

 
14. Noise levels shall be measured in accordance with NZS 6801:1991 "Measurement of Sound" 

and assessed in accordance with NZS6802:1991 “Assessment of Environmental Sound". 
 
15. All noise resulting from construction, maintenance or demolition work shall be measured and 

assessed in accordance with NZS6803P:1984. 
 

 

6F.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

1. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 or 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and physical 
access to a legal road. 

 
2. No further development potential shall be created as 

a result of the subdivision (i.e. through the creation 
of a small lot and a larger lot which can then be 
further subdivided and would not have met all 
restricted discretionary activity standards including 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks. 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity 
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6F.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Ma er which Council tters ov
reserves control 

Ref. 

minimum or average lot sizes prior to this 
subdivision occurring). 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, sanitary 

drainage systems and surface water drainage 
systems shall be available to serve the subdivision.  

 
4. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be able to 

accommodate a building which complies with the 
permitted activity standards.  

 
5. The maximum block length of the development shall 

be 150 metres.  For the purposes of this standard, 
the maximum block length shall also apply to any 
internal roading proposed. 
 

6. The relevant standards under Rules 6F.3.1 shall be 
complied with, including any additional restricted 
discretionary activity standards for subdivision 
attached as notations to structure plans. Where the 
zone standards and standards attached as notations 
differ, the notations shall take precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied with. 
 

 
 

effects. 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated 

building site(s) relative to the 
natural hazards, historic heritage 
features and sensitive natural 
features. 

 
6. Natural hazard management. 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

8. The imposition of financial 
contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
9. Imposition of encumbrances on 

titles to prevent or limit further 
subdivision. 

 
10. Imposition of conditions under 

sections 108 and 220 of the RMA. 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. New noise sensitive activities, 
including new household units 
between the Air Noise 
Boundary and the Outer 
Control Boundary. 

 

 1. The intensity of activity.  
 
2. Insulation standards. 
 
3. Adverse effects on the operation and 

sustainability of Paraparaumu Airport 
 

 

2. On Lot 6 DP 75592 and Part 
Lot 1 DP 88703 (Milne Drive, 
Paraparaumu): 
a) The storage, display and 

sale of goods and 
materials used in the 
construction, repair, 
alteration, and renovation 
of buildings and includes 
builders’ supply and 
plumbing supply centres 
and building display 
centres and garden 
centres, and  

b) any industrial activity 
generating more than 50 
vehicle movements in any 
hour  

 
Criteria for notification: 
In relation to any application made 
under clause b) to establish any 
activity generating more than 50 

1. The floor area of all buildings shall not exceed 
10,000m². 

 
2. Shall comply with all permitted activity 

standards for the Industrial Zone (except 
where discretion is reserved over any matter 
that is the subject of a permitted activity 
standard). 

1. Traffic and parking, in particular the 
potential impact of traffic generated by the 
proposed activity on the amenity values 
and quality of access of the Midlands 
area, and on the existing and expected 
local road network (including roads under 
construction and State Highway 1).  

 
2. Design and appearance of car parking 

areas.  
 
3. Screening and landscape design and 

planting 
 
4. Earthworks 
 
5. The layout, design and appearance of any 

building, in  particular the inclusion or 
treatments of features on the exterior 
facades of any building facing south or 
east to mitigate the appearance of long 
blank walls (eg canopies and entrance 
structures), and the use of colours and 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma rict tters over which Council will rest
its discretion  

Ref. 

vehicle movements in any hour, 
the application will be publicly 
notified in accordance with section 
95A(2) of the Act. 
 
Note: Information to be included 
with a Traffic Impact Assessment 
for any activity requiring consent 
under this rule shall include a 
Travel Plan and a Traffic Demand 
Management Plan which shall 
seek to minimise the effects of 
vehicle travel by staff, contractors 
and suppliers on the local and 
arterial road network. 
 

advertising or business identification. 
 

3. Development in the Otaki 
South Precinct identified in the 
District Plan Maps exceeding 
the Permitted Activity 
Standards Gross Floor Area 
thresholds 

1. Any such development shall include an 
Integrated Traffic Assessment 

 
2. For development that is not a Permitted 

Activity and for all subdivision within the Otaki 
South Precinct (refer Appendix 6.5) the 
following standards shall apply: 
a) Restricted Discretionary Activity 

Subdivision Standards 
b) No fencing shall obstruct any overflow or 

residual overflow paths  
c) Fencing in all other areas over 0.7m in 

height shall be visually permeable where 
more than 50% of the fence area is not 

1. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
2. Location and design of parking, traffic 

circulation areas, loading and access 
 
3. Consideration of the standard not met. 
 
4. The use and distribution of buildings 

within the Area. 
 
5. Visual, character, amenity and 

streetscape effects. 
 
6. The degree with which the development is 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma trict tters over which Council will res
its discretion  

Ref. 

visually obstructed (to provide for security 
while maintaining visual surveillance) 

 
 

consistent with the Structure Plan in 
Appendix 6.5. 

 
7. Effects on the vitality of centres 
 
8. Economic effects 

 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 

4. Any subdivision of land in the 
Industrial Zone except in the 
Otaki South Precinct, identified 
in the District Plan Maps, 
which does not comply with 
any one or more of the 
controlled activity standards 
under Rule 6F.2.1. 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road 

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. A development plan showing indicative 

buildings and landscaping shall be provided. 
 
5. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for 
building separation, setbacks and screening. 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any effects on the transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features, sensitive 
natural features and visually dominant 
ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

S at ndards M t atters over which Council will restric
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
6. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision 
 
9. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA 
 
10. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan  
 
11. The provision of walking, cycle pathways 

and bridleways. 
 

5. Any subdivision of land within 
the Otaki South Precinct 
identified in the District Plan 
Maps (also refer Appendix 6.5) 
which does not comply with 
any one or more of the 
controlled activity standards 
under Rule 6F.2.1. 

1. Each lot shall have inalienable legal and 
physical access to a legal road  

 
2. Each lot, including any balance area, shall be 

able to accommodate a building which 
complies with the permitted activity standards. 

 
3. Public roads, public water supply systems, 

sanitary drainage systems and surface water 
drainage systems shall be available to serve 
the subdivision.  

 
4. A development plan showing indicative 

buildings and landscaping shall be provided. 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks 

 
2. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any effects on the transport network. 

 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
5. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

S at ndards Ma ict tters over which Council will restr
its discretion  

Ref. 

 
5. For sites which are adjacent to Living Zones, 

development shall meet the Permitted Activity 
Standards of the adjacent Living Zone for 
building separation, setbacks and screening. 

 
6. Any additional restricted discretionary activity 

standards for subdivision attached as 
notations to structure plans. Where the zone 
standards and standards attached as 
notations differ, the notations shall take 
precedence. 

 
7. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

historic heritage features, sensitive 
natural features and visually dominant 
ridgelines. 

 
6. Natural hazard management 
 
7. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
8. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision 
 
9. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA 
 
10. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan  
 
11. The provision of walking, cycle pathways 

and bridleways 
 
12. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 
13. Adequacy of stormwater mitigation  
 
14. Water demand management 
 
15. Utility and reticulated service provision 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

16. Location of roads and the design of the 
road environment, including tree planting 
and provision of public access to the river 

 
6. Development that exceeds the 

permitted and controlled 
activity standards and is in 
accordance with the 
Development Incentive 
Guidelines. 

1. The amount of development proposed shall 
not exceed or proceed earlier than the 
stipulations in the guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity, energy or water 
quality benefits created by the proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed buildings 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
 

 

8. New buildings and additions 
and alterations to existing 
buildings where one of the 
following permitted activity 
standards is not met: 
a) Height envelope 
b) Landscaping 

 1. Location, layout, size and design of 
proposed development. 

 
2. Consideration of the standard not met. 
 
3. Visual, character, amenity, streetscape 

and stream effects, including effects those 
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6F.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma t tters over which Council will restric
its discretion  

Ref. 

c) Lighting 
d) Buildings adjacent Living 

Zones 
e) Building entrance 

 

values which are intended to be created 
but do not yet exist. 

 
4. Council’s Crime Prevention through 

Environmental Design Guidelines and 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements (2012). 

 
5. Effects on landform and landscape 
 
6. Traffic and Transport effects 
 
7. Design and appearance of buildings 
 
8. Location and design of parking, traffic 

circulation areas, loading and access 
 
9. Public safety 
 
10. Context and surroundings 
 
11. Cumulative effects 
 
12. Whether any nuisance effects are created 
 
13. The consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
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6F.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

2. Subdivision that does not 
comply with the Restricted 
Discretionary Standards 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 

 

 

3. Any new buildings and 
additions and alterations to 
existing buildings which 
exceeds the permitted activity 
standard for height and has a 
maximum height less than 15 
metres. 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Working Environment Policies 6.5, 6.7, 6.8 

 

 

 

6F.5 Non Complying Activities 

The following activities are non complying activities. 

 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Activities which create offensive odours detected at the site boundary of the living zones 
 

 

2. Offensive trades within 100 metres of the Living Zones 
 

 

3. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve  
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other than specified areas by resolution of Council 
 
4. An asphalt plant or any offensive trade as defined in the Health Act 1956 located on the Industrial zoned land adjoining the 

Paraparaumu Quarry 
 

 

5. Off license premises 
 

 

6. Residential activities that do not comply with the Permitted Activity Standards 
 

 

7. Retail activities that do not comply with the Permitted Activity Standards 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6.1.8 Airport Zone Rules and Standards 

 
Rules and Standards Table 
 
Rule 6G.0. Applicability of Rules 6G.1 – 6G.6 
 
Rules 6G.1 to 6G.6 shall apply only to land and activities within the Airport Zone.  For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more 
than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters of 
control/discretion shall apply to all of the Airport Zone. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other 
chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 6G.1 to 6G.6 for any activity in the Airport Zone, attention is also drawn to 

the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, 

financial contributions and hazardous substances; and 
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[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 
Heritage items.  

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 
unless otherwise specifically 
stated. 

  

2. Discharge of Airborne 
Contaminants 

1. Activities shall not generate airborne contaminants which create a nuisance at or beyond the 
boundary of a site. Nuisances include: 
a) Dust, including wind blown sand originating from the site 
b) Offensive or objectionable odour 

 

 

3. Fencing 1. The maximum height of any fence on the perimeter boundary of the Airport Zone shall be 2 
metres, except along the legal road frontage where the maximum height shall be 1.8 metres. 

 
2. Any fencing associated with internal boundaries of the “Airport Buffer Precinct” shall be visually 

permeable unless required to screen outside storage. 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

 
3. The maximum height of any curtilage fence shall be 2 metres, except along the airport road 

frontage where the maximum height shall be 1 metre and within the Airport Core Precinct 
where chain link fencing shall have a maximum height of 3 metres where required  to comply 
with aviation safety requirements. 

Advice Note: Note: Refer to design guide for standards on fencing and screening. 
 

4. Lighting 1. Any lighting shall be directed so that spill of light will be contained within the boundaries of the 
site. Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres from 
the inside boundary of any adjoining residential property. This standard does not apply to street 
lighting on roads, or airport navigation, control and safety equipment. 

 
2. All lighting shall comply with all relevant Civil Aviation Authority requirements. 
 

 

5. Outdoor Storage 1. Outdoor rubbish and general storage areas shall be suitably screened in accordance with the 
design guidelines in Appendix 6.6 to ensure that they are not visible from streets or public 
spaces. 

 
2. Sites shall be maintained so that they are clear of all rubbish, except waste materials which are 

temporarily stored pending disposal elsewhere, and all materials (including goods, machinery, 
boxes, crates, pallets and waste material) shall be stored in a neat and tidy manner. 

 

 

6. Buildings and land use 
activities 

1. No building shall create a nuisance of glare to aircraft operations.  
 
2. New buildings shall be finished in neutral, recessive colour tones that do not visually dominate 

their surroundings or are obtrusive.  Colour schemes shall be submitted to the Council and 
approved as part of the resource consent process.   

Advice Note: Where appropriate, conditions will be imposed to ensure that approved colour 
schemes are retained. 
 
3. All buildings shall fit within a height envelope which is made up of “recession planes” which 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

incline inwards and upwards from any boundary with a Living Zone. Each recession plane 
commences at a point 2.1 metres above the Living Zone boundary and inclines inwards at an 
angle of 45 degrees.  

 
4. In relation to noise from any activity other than aircraft operations or engine testing refer to 

chapter 12.4 of this Plan. 
 
5. Within the “Aviation Heritage Precinct”, new buildings and additions to existing buildings shall 

be set back 5 metres from the boundary with Kapiti Road. 
 
6. Within the “Airport Mixed Use Precinct”, new buildings and additions to existing buildings shall 

be set back 15 metres from the boundary with Kapiti Road.  
 
7. Each building or development shall be accompanied by a report from a suitably qualified 

person demonstrating how the development will achieve hydraulic neutrality so that peak flows 
from the site in a 1 in 5 year, 1 in 10 year and 1in 100 year design rainfall event do not exceed 
the pre-development peak flows for the same design rainfall event. 

 
8. Each site shall have a formed vehicle access with the following minimum requirements: 

a) 2.5 metres in width 
b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.)  

Advice Note: This provision is to allow for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles access from a 
formed legal road. 
 
9. The payment of financial contributions in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 

7. Aircraft Operations 1. The Day/Night noise level (Ldn) from aircraft operations at Paraparaumu Airport shall not 
exceed 65 dBA at or outside the Air Noise Boundary as shown on the Paraparaumu Planning 
Maps.  

 
2. Aircraft operations shall not occur between the hours of 10.30pm and 6.00am, and helicopter 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

operations shall not occur between the hours of 10.00pm and 7.00am, in any one 24-hour 
period, except for the following: 
a) Disrupted flights where operations may be permitted for an additional 30 minutes beyond 

the time limitations stated above; 
b) Aircraft using the Airport as a planned alternative to landing at a scheduled airport; 
c) Aircraft using the Airport in an emergency, including emergency aircraft operations to 

rescue persons from life-threatening situations or to transport patients, human vital organs 
or medical personnel in a medical emergency; 

d) The operation of unscheduled flights required to meet the needs of a national or civil 
defence emergency declared under the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 2002; 

e) Such other flights as the Director of Civil Aviation may approve in special circumstances. 
f) Flights certified by the Minister of Defence as necessary for reasons of National Security in 

accordance with section 4 of the Civil Aviation Act 1990. 
g) Aircraft undertaking fire fighting duties. 

 
3. Noise from the above aircraft operations shall be excluded from the compliance monitoring set 

out below. 
 
4. In addition, there shall be no circuit training at the Airport of either fixed wing aircraft or 

helicopters:  
a) Between the hours of 9.30pm and 6.00am during the winter months, defined as the period 

1½ months either side of the shortest day. 
b) Before 9.00am or after 6.00pm on Sundays and Public Holidays. 

 
5. KCAHL shall undertake field monitoring of aircraft noise within 12 months of these rules 

becoming operative, then every 36 months until such time as there are three consecutive 
calendar years when the total aircraft movements at the Airport exceed 70,000 in each 
calendar year. At that time, monitoring shall be undertaken annually. On each occasion, 
monitoring shall take place for a sufficient duration to adequately demonstrate compliance with 
the Ldn noise limit which shall be a period not less than one month and shall be undertaken 
during the busier times of the year (expected to be during the summer months).   The 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

monitoring undertaken shall include, as part of that overall assessment, the noise from the 
operation of the glider tug.  The monitoring shall occur at the 65 dBA Ldn contour only.  

 
6. No person shall start or run an aircraft propulsion engine for the purpose of aircraft engine 

testing unless carried out in compliance with the following maximum noise levels at or within 
the boundary of any Living Zoned site or the notional boundary of any rural zoned site: Monday 
to Sunday 7.00am to 10.00pm - 55 dBA Leq (15 hours) 

 
7. All engine testing shall be scheduled to take place between 7.00am and 10.00pm.   
 
8. Notwithstanding that, in some situations it may be necessary to conduct essential unscheduled 

maintenance and engine testing that cannot comply with the above noise limits or is undertaken 
between 10.00pm and 7.00am.  No more than 12 of these tests shall be conducted in any 
calendar year and in each event the total duration of testing during night time hours (10.00pm – 
7.00am) shall not exceed 45 minutes.  The time and duration of each event shall be recorded.  
Night time testing shall not occur in reliance on this exemption unless it is necessary for the 
maintenance and testing to occur at night (e.g. to ensure that commuter planes can keep to 
scheduled flights). 

 
9. All measurements shall be in accordance with the requirements of NZS 6801:2008 “Acoustics - 

Measurements of Sound”.   
 
10. A Noise Management Plan (NMP) shall be prepared and implemented by KCAHL to assist all 

interested parties in complying with the noise rules in the District Plan for the Airport Zone.  The 
NMP shall include the following: 
a) Procedures for the establishment and maintenance of a programme to demonstrate 

compliance with the permitted activity noise standards for aviation activities, including a 
process for estimating annual aircraft movements. 

b) Procedures for reporting compliance to the Council. 
c) Identification and establishment and implementation of procedures and systems to: 

i. Facilitate communication between residents around the Paraparaumu Airport, 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

airport users and Kapiti Coast District Council; and 
ii. Identify key people for communication purposes and methods of contact; and 

provide a dispute management system to receive, record, deal with and monitor 
complaints 

d) Provision for monitoring annually once annual aircraft movements exceed 70,000 in each 
calendar year. 

e) Provision for recording the details of essential unscheduled engine testing that occurs 
between 10.00pm and 7.00am or which does not comply with the engine testing rule. 

f) The route of the circuits to be used for both training aircraft and helicopters. (The intention 
of including this is to encourage discussion between the Airport owner, the relevant 
operators and the community as to the circuit routes that will minimise effects on residents, 
while still meeting all regulatory and safety requirements.)  

g) Identification and reporting on the best practicable options taken to avoid unreasonable 
noise from the operation of the glider tug in respect of the choice and maintenance of 
equipment and operating procedures.  

h) Restrictions on the undertaking of helicopter training at the Airport.  This will include a 
prohibition on extended hovering taking place within 50 metres of any residential dwellings, 
a prohibition on "sling load" and "slope landing" training activities on the Airport.  (Note: 
short duration - 5 to 10 minutes - sling load and slope landing may need to occur on the 
Airport as part of flight testing.) 

i) Details of the circuit paths for fixed wing aircraft and helicopters, and details of the arrival 
and departure tracks. 

 
11. The NMP shall also provide that if an aircraft commences regular commercial scheduled 

operation from the Airport, which has a louder noise characteristic than any existing aircraft 
which it is to replace or, if a significant new aviation operator establishes at the Airport, then the 
Airport owner shall obtain confirmation from an appropriately qualified acoustic consultant that 
the use of the proposed aircraft or proposed significant new aviation operator will not result in 
the noise contours for the Airport being exceeded. 

 
12. The NMP shall be reviewed by the Council in consultation with Kapiti Coast Airport Holdings 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities S at ndards Ref. 

Limited at regular intervals but at least every three years. 
 

8. Within the Airport Core 
Precinct, aviation activities and 
aviation service activities, 
including retail activities  

1. Retail activities shall be located within or adjacent to the main airport terminal building and 
primarily serve aviation users. 

 
2. The maximum height of any new building or structure from original ground level shall be: 

a) 25.0 metres for a single control tower in the Airport Core Precinct 
b) 15.0 metres for any other building in the Airport Core Precinct. 

 

 

9. Within the Airport Mixed Use 
Precinct, the following 
activities: 
m) Aviation activities and 

aviation service activities. 
n) One hotel/motel activity. 
o) industrial activities 
p) Trade/Wholesale 
q) Commercial activity, 

(including logistics or 
distribution uses) provided 
that retail activity shall be 
limited to: 

r) Retail activity ancillary to 
industrial or Warehousing 
activities within the 
Precinct. 

s) Large Format Retail 
activity. 

t) Home Improvement Retail 
activity. 

u) Automotive and Marine 

1. The maximum height of any new building or structure from original ground level shall be 15.0 
metres for any building that is used for industrial, logistics or distributional purposes, and 12.5 
metres for all other purposes. Provided that the maximum height shall be 10.0 metres within 
50.0 metres of any Rural or Living Zone or within 50.0 metres of the southern side of the Kapiti 
Road reserve. 

 
2. The maximum area covered by buildings and/or impermeable surface area is 75%.  The 

remaining 25% shall be permeable to water and landscaped.  
 
3. Any application shall be accompanied by a landscaping scheme showing the position of 

landscaping, size and species of plantings.  This will need to demonstrate: 
a) That the proposed landscaping will enhance the public space and, where appropriate, 

screen car-parking areas in line with the provisions in the design guide.  
b) That, in all precincts except the Airport Buffer Precinct where restricted water supply is 

permitted, the proposed landscaping can be achieved without the need for irrigation from 
the public potable water supply.   

 
4. Retail activity associated with any non-retail activity shall not exceed 15% of the gross floor 

area of the non-retail activity, or 150m2 gross floor area, whichever is the lesser. 
 
5. The total area for Large Format Retail activity shall not exceed 6,000m2 gross floor area, 

however an additional 4,000m2 gross floor area shall be permitted after 30 June 2012. 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-137] - Notified 29 November 2012 

6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Pe trmi ted Activities S at ndards Ref. 

Equipment Retail activity 
v) Small Scale Convenience 

Retail activity. 
w) Small Scale Commercial 

Services activity. 
x) Retail activity permitted by 

the definition of "Service 
Station". 

 
6. There is no limit on the floor area available for use by Automotive and Marine Equipment Retail 

activity. 
 
7. The total area for Home Improvement retail activity shall not exceed 17,000m2 gross floor area. 
 
8. The total area for Small Scale Retail activity shall not exceed 1,500m2 gross floor area.  

However, an additional 800m2 gross floor area shall be permitted if the total gross floor area of 
all development within the Airport Zone exceeds 200,000m2 gross floor area. 

 
9. The total area for Small Scale Commercial Services shall not exceed 1,200m2 gross floor area.  

However, an additional 700m2 gross floor area shall be permitted once the total gross floor area 
of all development within the Airport Zone exceeds 200,000m2 gross floor area. 

 
10. For both Small Scale Retail and Commercial Service activities, a maximum of 8 such individual 

activities shall be located in a single “node” (i.e. in adjoining tenancies) or single integrated 
development. There shall be a minimum of 100m between such nodes.  

 
11. The Airport owner shall provide a yearly monitoring report to the Council (or longer period at the 

discretion of the Council) to assist it to monitor compliance with the above standards. 
 

10. Within the Airport Buffer 
Precinct, recreation, 
conservation, and water 
management activities and 
activities permitted in the 
Open Space (Conservation & 
Scenic) Zone (except 
production forestry). 

1. The maximum height of any new building or structure from original ground level shall be 4 
metres. 

 
2. The maximum gross floor area for any building is 30m2  
 
3. The total gross floor area of buildings shall not exceed 300m2. 
 
4. Buildings shall be associated with permitted activities within the “Airport Buffer Precinct” or 

utilities required to serve the Airport Zone. 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
11. Within the "Aviation Heritage 

Precinct", heritage and 
associated and supporting 
activities. 
 

  

12. Weather monitoring equipment 
and other meteorological 
facilities, installations, or 
equipment to measure, collect 
and distribute meteorological 
information on Section 1 SO 
36625. 

  

13. Residential activities for those 
whose employment requires 
residence within the Zone  

 

1. Residential activities shall: 
a) be ancillary to a permitted activity on site; 
b) not include more than one household unit per site; 
c) not be greater than 70m² in total floor area per site;  
d) residential buildings shall be acoustically designed to achieve an internal L10 (18 hr) level 

of 45dBA with all opening windows closed and provide an acoustic design certificate from a 
suitably qualified person to the satisfaction of Council; and 

e) be limited to accommodation for a caretaker or other person whose employment requires 
that they live on the site where they are employed. 

 
2. No residential accommodation shall be sold or otherwise disposed of except in conjunction with 

the associated industrial building.  The residential building may, however, be removed from the 
site. 

 
3. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12. 
 

 

14. Earthworks, except 
Earthworks in Area X and 
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6G.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

Area Y shown on the Precinct 
Plan.   

 
 
 

6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

1. Buildings and structures in the 
area marked on the Airport 
Precinct Plan as Proposed 
Runway 12/30 

1. Within the area marked on the Airport Precinct Plan 
as Proposed Runway 12/30, there shall be no 
above ground buildings, structures, facilities or uses 
which are inconsistent the use of that area as an 
imperative use runway. 

 

1.   

2. New buildings 
 
 

1. Within the “Airport Mixed Use Precinct”, any 
development where the gross floor area in the 
Precinct does not exceed 102,900m2. 

 
2. As part of the first development within the Airport 

Zone an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) 
shall be prepared jointly by a suitably qualified 
landscape architect and ecologist in consultation with 
a stormwater engineer, the Council and the 
representatives of local tangata whenua.  

 
3. The Environmental Management Plan shall aim to 

ensure the development and protection of healthy 

1. Site layout and design including 
location of building(s) and building 
curtilages, landscaping, carparking, 
fencing and surface treatments. 

 
2. External design, colour, finish and 

appearance of buildings. 
 
3. Within the area marked "curtilage" 

on Plan "A", the desirability of 
maintaining views of, and a visual 
connection to, part of the primary 
runway from the cab of the control 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

wetlands and streams, and their integration with 
public access, visual screening, and stormwater 
management.  It shall include but not be limited to, 
the following matters: 

a) The identification and protection of threatened 
wetland plant and fish species; 

b) The design and management of wetland systems 
to ensure ecological objectives are achieved; 

c) The design and management of watercourses to 
ensure corridors are maintained for movement of 
freshwater fish; 

d) The design of waterbodies to discourage flocking 
waterfowl that may increase the risk of bird strike 
at the airfield; 

e) The integration of waterways with stormwater 
management systems to ensure water quality is 
maintained and ecological values are protected; 

f) Integration of public access including cycleways, 
walkways and bridleways required to give effect to 
the objectives and policies, including the provision 
of public access along any open streams; 

g) Integrated planting for shelter, screening and 
public open space; 

h) Timeframes to complete any works required by 
(a) through to (f); 

i) Monitoring and reporting to the Council and 
tangata whenua on the achievement of the EMP’s 
intended outcomes; 

j) The ongoing maintenance of the Airport Buffer 
Precinct. 

tower in the Aviation Heritage 
Precinct. 

 
4. The installation of water saving 

devices and energy efficient 
technologies. 

 
5. The provision of communal open 

space. 
 
6. The extent of consistency with the 

Design Guidelines for the Airport 
Zone in Appendix 6.6. 

 
7. The Kapiti Coast District Council 

Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 2012. 

 
8. Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design principles 
 
9. The imposition of financial 

contributions. 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

S at ndards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

 
4. It is expected that the EMP would have two parts.  

The first part would relate to the Buffer Precinct.  It 
would be formulated at the outset of development 
and in concert with a Stormwater Management Plan 
to ensure integration.  The second part would relate 
to staged development of the Airport Core and Airport 
Mixed Use Precincts 

 
5. As part of the first development within the Precinct a 

Stormwater Management Plan shall be submitted to, 
and approved by the Council, that addresses the 
issues raised in the Design Guide, the EMP, and the 
Subdivision and Development Principles and 
Requirements.  The Stormwater Management Plan 
shall demonstrate how hydraulic neutrality for the site 
will be achieved, and will identify the forms of low 
impact stormwater technology to be utilised for the 
sites development, eg including swales, rain gardens, 
roof runoff water tanks among others. 

 
6. Subsequent developments within the site shall 

comply with the minimum requirements specified in 
the EMP detailed in (i) above and the Stormwater 
Management Plan detailed in (ii) above. 

 
Advice Note:  the approval of applications for resource 
consent will be subject to the imposition of a consent 
notice or other permanent encumbrance on the title of the 
land to ensure ongoing compliance with the EMP and the 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

Stormwater Management Plan. 
 
Advice Note:  the management of wetlands and 
waterbodies is to be in accordance with Greater 
Wellington Regional Council publications:  “Mind the 
Stream”; “So you’re thinking about a pond”; 
“Understanding the Wet in Wetlands” and Kapiti Coast 
District Council’s “Wharemauku Stream Community 
Freshwater Plan”. 
 
7. The following thresholds apply to Development within 

the Airport Mixed Use Precinct: 
a) Prior to the commencement of operation of any 

Development: 
i. The Eastern Intersection shall be 

operational.  
ii. The proposed runway 12/30 shall be 

operational. 
b) Prior to the commencement of operation of any 

Development in excess of 43,050m2 gross floor 
area:  

i. The Langdale Intersection shall be 
operational. 

ii. The Airport shall provide new terminal 
facilities in the Airport Core.  

iii. The construction of the Western Link Road 
(Stage 1) shall have commenced. 

iv. The construction of the Western Link Road 
(Stage 3) shall have commenced, or a 
Traffic Management Plan been approved 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

by the Council addressing the effects on 
traffic until such time as the Western Link 
Road (Stage 3) is completed. 

c) Prior to the commencement of operation of any 
Aviation Mixed Use Development in the Aviation 
Mixed Use Precinct in excess of 62,500m2 gross 
floor area: 

i. The Hurley Road Intersection shall be 
operational. 

ii. The main runway shall be resurfaced.  
iii. The construction of Ihakara Street West 

(from the Western Link Road to Kapiti 
Road) shall be completed.  (Note, this 
requirement for completion relates just to 
the Ihakara Street West works to be 
undertaken on the Airport Land.  It does 
not relate to the works at either end, which 
is to occur on land owned by the Council.) 

iv. The construction of the Ihakara Street East 
(from the existing cul-de-sac end to the 
Western Link Road) shall have 
commenced. 

v. The construction of the Te Roto Drive Link 
shall have commenced. 

 
Advice Note:  Irrespective of the above thresholds, any 
activity which results in a gross floor area of Development 
in the Airport Mixed Use Precinct of more than 102,900m2 
shall be a restricted discretionary activity, and shall 
require a full transport assessment. 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

 
Advice Note: In this section, the roading works shall only 
be deemed to have been "commenced" at the time that 
contractor equipment/machinery is mobilised and 
physical earthworks begin on site. 

 
3. New airport roads  1. The route, design, and standard of 

construction of the road, including 
pedestrian footpaths, cycle paths, 
landscaping, stormwater runoff, 
earthworks, preservation of 
viewshafts to the Tararua Ranges 
and Kapiti Island, safety and the 
provision of access for public 
transport. 

 
2. Compliance with Kapiti Coast 

District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
chapter 12 of this Plan.  

 
4. In respect of any proposed new 

intersection with Council roads, the 
preparation of a traffic management 
plan. 
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6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
re erves control s

Ref. 

5. The extent of consistency with the 
Council’s “Subdivision Development 
Principles and Requirements” and 
“Subdivision Best Practice Guide”.  

 

4. Earthworks that do not comply 
with the Permitted Activity 
Standards, and which are not 
otherwise listed as a controlled 
activity 

 
 

 1. To the extent of non-compliance 
with the permitted activity 
standards. 

 
2. The extent of consistency with the 

Council’s “Subdivision Development 
Principles and Requirements” and 
“Subdivision Best Practice Guide”.  

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Working Environment 

 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [6-146] - Notified 29 November 2012 

6G.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

 
5. Earthworks within Area X and 

Area Y on the Precinct Plan, 
subject to those proposed 
earthworks being the subject 
of an approval under the 
Historic Places Act.  

 

 1. The extent of consistency with the 
Council’s “Subdivision Development 
Principles and Requirements” and 
“Subdivision Best Practice Guide”.  

 

 

Criteria for notification: Applications for controlled activities in the Airport Zone need not be publicly notified and no written approvals to or 
service of notice of the applications will be required. 
 

6G.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Activities which do not comply 
with one or more of the 
permitted or controlled activity 
standards, and are not listed 
as discretionary, non-
complying or prohibited, are 
discretionary activities 
(restricted).  

 

1. The permitted activity standard for height and 
site coverage shall not be exceeded by more 
than 20%. 

1. The standard(s) not met.  

2. Any activity which results in 
the gross floor area of 

1. Prior to the commencement of operation of 
any Airport Mixed Use Development in the 

1. The expected traffic generation from the 
Airport Zone. 
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6G.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

Development in the Airport 
Mixed Use Precinct being 
greater than or equal to 
102,900m2 but less than 
282,450m2 shall require a full 
transport assessment. 

 

Airport Mixed Use Precinct where the 
Development that is trading exceeds 
161,000m2 gross floor area the construction of 
the Western Link Road (Stage 2) shall have 
commenced. 

 
2. The effects on the local road network and 

State Highway 1 within the District, and 
the timing of any improvement works on 
the local road network and State Highway 
1. 

3. The construction of the 
intersections between either 
Ihakara Street West and Toru 
Road, or Ihakara Street West 
and Tahi Road.  

 

 1. The effects of the increased traffic on Tahi 
Road and/or Toru Road on the amenity of 
the adjacent Residential Zone. 

 
2. The effects of the increased traffic on the 

local road network 

 

4. Earthworks within Area X and 
Area Y on the Precinct Plan, 
that are not, at the time of 
application, the subject of an 
approval under the Historic 
Places Act. 

 

 1. The likely effects of the earthworks on any 
sites of significance in terms of 
archaeological values or specific 
importance to tangata whenua.  

 

 

5. Subdivision 1. A development plan showing proposed 
buildings and landscaping shall be provided. 

 
2. The Esplanade Reserve and Esplanade Strip 

provisions of Schedule 8.1 shall be complied 
with. 

 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision, 
including earthworks.  

 
2. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
3. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with Sections 108 and 220 of 
the Resource Management Act. 
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6G.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
it iscretion  s d

Ref. 

4. The provision of foot and cycle pathways 
and the provision of access for public 
transport. 

 
5. The installation of water saving devices 

and energy efficient technologies.  
 
6. Compliance with the Kapiti Coast District 

Council Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements 2012. 

 
7. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades. 
 

 

6G.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity or restricted 
activity standards in this 
chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to) all policies in this 
Chapter. 
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6G.5 Non Complying Activities 

The following activities are non complying activities. 

 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Any other activity not being a permitted, controlled, discretionary (restricted), discretionary or prohibited activity. 
 

 

2. Offensive trades. 
 

 

3. The keeping of free flight birds. 
 

 

4. Retail and commercial service activities, not being a prohibited activity, that are not listed as permitted activities in Rule 6G.1 or do 
not comply with the permitted activity retail/commercial activity floorspace threshold standards in Rule 6G.1. 

 

 

5. Aircraft operations occurring between 10.30pm and 6am that are not exempt by the “Noise from Aircraft Operations” permitted 
activity noise standard. 

 

 

6. Any development, not being a prohibited activity, which results in the development in the Airport Zone exceeding 339,400m2 gross 
floor area. 

 

 

7. Any above ground development, within the area defined on the Precinct Plan as Runway 12/30, which is inconsistent with the use of 
that area for imperative landings and other limited uses.  

 

 

 

6G.6 Prohibited Activities 

The following activities are prohibited activities. 

 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
1. Noise sensitive activities not specifically provided for as a permitted activity. 
 

 

2. Department Stores  
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6G.6 Prohibited Activities 

The following activities are prohibited activities. 

 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
3. Supermarkets  
 

 

4. More than one store of between 151m2 and 1,500m2 gross floor area that retails groceries or non-specified food lines. 
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 7 Rural Environment 
 
This chapter primarily implements three Objectives 2.6 Rural Productivity, 2.3 
Development Management and 2.11 Character and Amenity (set out in chapter 2). 
The following objectives are also relevant to resource management issues in the 
Rural Environment: 
 

2.1 Tangata Whenua  
2.9 Landscapes. 

 
The Rural Environment 
The rural environment of the Kāpiti Coast encompasses a wide range of landform types, 
landscapes, land uses and activities.  These range from intensive horticulture on the 
plains in and around Ōtaki, to pastoral farming on the dune country and foothills of the 
Tararua Ranges. The rural environment is of considerable value to the residents of the 
District and, in particular, the community. The existing farmers, horticulturists, rural 
service industries, and businesses and future generations of people who seek 
employment in rural industries depend on the sustainable management of the resources 
found in this environment. The visual appearance, landscape character and amenity of 
the rural environment are also major determinants of the overall visual character of the 
District.  

Zone Descriptions 
The rural Kāpiti environment comprises five zones, which are based upon their individual 
characteristics and anticipated uses. The following descriptions outline these distinct 
characteristics and the anticipated environmental outcomes for each zone. While each 
Rural Zone is unique, the general character of all Rural Zones is defined by an overall 
openness and a relatively low presence of buildings and structures compared to the 
more urbanised areas of the District, as well as extensive areas of crops, pasture and 
trees. 
 
Rural Dunes Zone 
The Rural Dunes Zone comprises the sand country (excluding the coastal foredune 
which is contained within the Coastal Management Zone), including consolidated sand 
dunes, interdune sandplains and wetlands. It is characterised by undulating topography 
with slopes of up to 25 degrees and is exposed to salt laden winds. The dune area is 
generally unsuitable for horticulture and intensive agriculture; however some of the 
interdune hollows are highly productive areas where wetlands have been drained by 
farming practices, and have the potential for significantly increased ecological values if 
wetlands are restored. Land use and development in the Rural Dunes Zone are 
anticipated to be carried out in a manner that retains the sensitive landscape and 
ecological character of the area. It is also anticipated that many coastal wetlands in the 
zone will be protected. The sandy soils of the dunes filter stormwater and effluent making 
these areas more suitable to accommodate tighter clustered development in some 
locations. 
  
The natural character of the beach can be adversely affected by the presence of highly 
visible development and changes to dune landforms which cause disturbance to the 
natural contours and any significant cultural and ecological features of the area. The 
overall density of development should be very low so as to retain the area’s sense of 
openness. However, where multiple buildings are proposed for a given location within 
the zone, clustering may be an appropriate response to mitigate the built impact. 
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Rural Plains Zone 
The Rural Plains are generally flat, and consist of alluvial plains, terraces and valley 
floors. The land contains the District’s most versatile soils and supports much of the 
District’s horticulture and intensive agriculture activities. Underground water supplies are 
vulnerable to disposal of effluent resulting from intensive development and farming 
practices, and the area’s open character is vulnerable to pressures for more intensive 
subdivision and development. To protect the significant soil resource, retain the open 
rural character and ensure groundwater is not contaminated by on-site sewage systems, 
it is important to retain large allotment sizes and to locate any new development in areas 
which have the least impact on the productive potential of the plains.  
 
Rural Hills Zone 
The Rural Hills comprise the foothills of the Tararua ranges and downlands. The land is 
generally very steep and experiences heavy rainfall events. It is also the most visible 
landform in the District and most vulnerable to change. The Rural Hills are generally 
unsuitable for the building of dwellings due to topography and ground conditions. 
Subdivision and development in this area are anticipated to retain the natural state of 
landforms and large allotment sizes. Moreover, development in the Rural Hills should be 
undertaken in a manner which is sympathetic to the high landscape character and 
visibility of the area. 
 
Rural Residential Zone 
The Rural Residential Zone provides for ‘lifestyle’ subdivisions in appropriate areas in the 
District to enable people to live in a rural environment, where this does not compromise 
the more productive land, but not necessarily on a farm. The land which is considered 
suitable is characterised by having small scale rural activities such as horse riding, 
hobby gardening and farming in close proximity to urban facilities. This land will not be 
zoned residential in future or otherwise used for purely residential uses or be fully 
serviced. Land has been included in this zone where it is already closely subdivided and 
developed, and is close to an urban area but physically separated, and is not likely to be 
suitable for future intensive residential development. The existing character and overall 
density of development is proposed to be retained. 
 
Rural Eco-Hamlet Zone 
The Rural Eco-Hamlet Zone comprises the land adjacent to identified urban growth 
areas at Waikanae North and Ōtaki (which include consolidated sand dunes, interdune 
sandplains and wetlands) and shares similar physical characteristics with the Rural 
Dunes Zone. Land use and development in the Rural Eco-Hamlet Zone are anticipated 
to be carried out in a manner that enhances the carrying capacity of the area in terms of 
productive activities or ecological restoration, and recognises the sensitive landscape 
and ecological character of the area. The sandy soils of the dunes filter stormwater and 
effluent easily, making these areas more suitable to accommodate denser clustered 
development in some areas with the interdune hollows and peaty soils retained as open 
balance lots. The intention is to provide a buffer or transition between the proposed 
urban area and the wider rural environment.  
 
New buildings in the Rural Eco-Hamlet Zone will be clustered with existing buildings and 
should not be visible from the beach or State Highway 1. Development should entail 
minimal disturbance to the natural contours and any significant cultural and ecological 
features of the area. While some development is anticipated to be clustered, the overall 
density of development should be relatively low so as to retain the area’s sense of 
openness. 
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Future Urban development Zone 
This zone is land identified for future urban growth south of the urban edges north of 
Waikanae and Ōtaki. In Waikanae North this zone is limited to a small number of existing 
lots which are adjacent to land in the Ngarara Zone. In Ōtaki the zone extends from the 
existing residential area to the urban edge. Subdivision in is zone is non-complying until 
a structure plan has been completed to enable comprehensive low impact urban 
development.  
 
Focus on Production 
Collectively, the District’s broad range of rural areas has significant potential for various 
primary production activities. This includes the production of food, fibre, fuel and building 
materials for local consumption, and for regional, national and global distribution. The 
continued use of the rural environment for these activities is important for the ongoing 
resilience, health, and social and economic well-being of the District’s communities. 
 
The Plan provisions for all Rural Zones reflect the predominance of primary production 
activities. However, the provisions also recognise that these activities must be carried 
out in a in a manner that maintains the character and amenity of the rural area and 
adjoining environments. Moreover, the Rural Zone provisions work in tandem with 
provisions from other parts of the Plan – for example the Natural Environment, Hazard, 
and Heritage Chapters – to ensure that new rural subdivision, land use and development 
proceeds in accordance with all relevant Plan Objectives. 
 
The Plan also recognises the unique operational characteristics of some primary 
production activities – such as plantation forestry and extractive industries – which are 
characterised by nuisance effects. In managing these types of activities, the aim is to 
strike a balance between enabling their efficient and ongoing operation, whilst minimising 
the potential for the associated nuisance effects (and other environmental effects) to 
become significant. 
 
Provision is also made for new buildings on sites in the Rural Zones, including a 
household unit and other potential buildings where they are ancillary to either the 
residential or primary production activities on the site.  However, the scale and location 
of these buildings and structures must be managed to ensure productive potential – 
particularly for the District’s most versatile soils – is not compromised. 
 

Rural character and amenity 
The amenity and character of the rural environment is important for the whole district. 
The rural environment provides a visual space between urban settlements and supports 
the part of the District’s identity related to the separation of distinct settlements by a more 
open landscape.  The rural environment provides amenity for urban areas and visitors as 
well as rural residents. The general openness of rural land and the presence of grazing 
animal and horticulture is part of the valued rural character.  
 
Travel on rural roads is an important part of the rural experience for residents and 
visitors, for all travel modes including walking, cycling and horse riding. Existing patterns 
of vegetation (such as hedges) and areas of indigenous vegetation in particular areas 
are also important for visual integration and coherence in the rural area. The landscape 
character areas in Natural Environment Schedule 2 (chapter 3) identify the key 
characteristics of distinct parts of the rural environment in the District to assist in 
identifying elements of amenity and character to be retained when subdivision of 
intensive development is considered.  
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Rural character also derives from the built and cultural elements of a place as it does 
from the natural elements for example the absence of footpaths, kerb and channel on 
rural roads. If buildings in prominent locations have an overtly urban or suburban 
(residential or commercial) appearance, or are large and out of scale with rural activities, 
then the rural character will be lost, regardless of the 'naturalness' of the setting.  
 
Some of the more important features of the character of rural buildings and structures 
include: 

 houses are generally single storey of a modest scale, of simple form, and are 
often timber framed and timber clad; 

 ancillary structures such as fences and gateways, sheds and barns are typically 
simple and visually restrained; 

 simple post and wire fences are most commonly used; and 
 planting is most concentrated around houses. 

 

Reverse sensitivity 
The rural environment is a productive environment and therefore many farming and 
primary productive activities which are anticipated in the rural environment are noisy, 
smelly or dusty at times. The time of day and year that farming activities occur can 
conflict with the expectations of rural residents to enjoy ‘peace and quiet’. When planning 
new development the amenity of both existing residents and primary production activities 
as well as newcomers must be considered. Privacy, shelter, access to open space, the 
maintenance of a quiet environment, and security need to be thought about to ensure the 
quality of lifestyle is sustained for existing residents while offering the same for 
newcomers. 
 
Reverse sensitivity is recognised as an issue under the effects-based planning regime of 
the RMA and needs to be considered when reviewing District Plan objectives and 
policies. The rural area is particularly prone to reverse sensitivity effects. Many activities 
such as quarrying, horticultural activities (e.g. spraying and bird scaring devices), state 
highways and critical energy networks are located in rural areas. Future residents of the 
rural area who will fill the vacant sections have the potential to create new reverse 
sensitivity problems. Reverse sensitivity has the potential to compromise productive land 
uses, such as farming and quarrying that legitimately exist in the rural environment.  
 
The District Plan provides policies to address reverse sensitivity issues for future 
subdivision and development, and zoning to direct residential areas, away from 
incompatible activities. The layout, design and density of subdivision is restricted to 
ensure that it is appropriate to the environment where it is located.  
 

7.1 Rural Zones Provisions 

Introduction  
The provisions of this chapter pertain to the District’s rural environment; however the 
provisions of other chapters in the Plan are equally relevant and must be considered in 
tandem with the provisions below where relevant. 
 
The Council will take a leadership role in the retention of a productive, attractive and 
sustainable rural environment. However, other public organisations, private entities, 
developers and individuals also play important roles in the use, development and 
maintenance of rural areas. The policies and methods below are the primary means by 
which all of these stakeholders are to implement those relevant objectives.  
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7.1.1 Policies 
 
 

Policy 7.1 – Primary Production Reference 
 
Primary production activities will be provided for as the predominant use in the District’s 
rural areas so long as the activities are carried out in a manner which ensures protection of 
natural systems. 
 

Objective 
2.6  

 
Explanation 
Primary production activities (including the soil and water resources required to support 
them) are essential contributors to the resilience and economic well-being of the 
District’s community. Enabling the production of food, fibre (eg. wool or other materials 
for cloth or paper making), and building materials (timber and aggregate) in the District 
provides economic and social benefits to the District and wider region, and increases the 
likelihood of the community being able to access locally produced food and energy with 
minimal post-production costs. However, many of these activities are characterised by 
effects from their day-to-day operation – such as odours, spray drift and equipment noise 
– which can be offensive or adversely impact general amenity values. Accordingly, the 
District’s Rural Zones provide the most appropriate environment for primary production 
activities to operate effectively and with minimal impact on the District’s more heavily 
populated areas.  
 
Notwithstanding this, primary production activities must also be undertaken in a manner 
that does not adversely affect terrestrial, freshwater and marine ecosystems, and other 
sensitive natural features. The Plan’s Natural Environment Chapter provides additional 
policy guidance with respect to management of subdivision and land use effects on 
natural systems. 
 
The Plan also recognises that some non-primary production related activities, such as 
rural residential living, home occupations, and ecological restoration, may be 
appropriately located within the rural environment; however, such activities should not be 
so extensive that they compromise the factors that maintain productive potential of the 
rural area. 
 
 
 

Policy 7.2 – Versatile and Specialised soils Reference 

Objectives 
2.2, 2.3, 
2.6 and 
2.11 

 
New subdivision, land use and development will be designed and undertaken in a manner 
which protects areas of highly versatile soils and specialised soils identified on the 
District Plan Maps and avoids cumulative effects which reduce or prevent primary 
production activities occurring in the future. This will include:  

a) the clustering of buildings within sites and with buildings on adjacent sites ; 
b) the retention of large allotment sizes in areas characterised by highly versatile 

soils and specialised soils; and 
c) avoidance of urban and rural residential development in areas characterised by 

highly versatile soils and specialised soils. 
 

 

  
Explanation 
Sustaining productive potential is heavily dependent upon the protection of versatile and 
specialised soils, and the continued ability to utilise those soils for primary production 
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activities. Subdivision and development which compromises these valuable soil 
resources, particularly where such adverse effects are permanent or long-term, needs to 
be avoided.  
 
The Plan recognises that rural dwellings and buildings associated with rural activities, 
which are of an appropriate scale, will generally be accommodated on each rural 
allotment. However, the location of these buildings and other structures should be 
managed to minimise any loss in productive potential for versatile and specialised soils. 
The clustering of buildings can mitigate this possible loss in productive potential, 
particularly where buildings can be grouped in areas characterised by less productive 
soils on the same site. Where less valuable soils are not present on rural allotments, 
clustering can still contribute positively by retaining larger balance areas to be utilised for 
primary production, such as grazing. Notwithstanding the positive contribution that 
clustering can make, this should also be balanced against the potential adverse effects 
on rural character which can arise from an over-proliferation of buildings in any one area. 
 
This policy is linked to Policy 3.1-ecosystem services  
 
 
Policy 7.3 – Subdivision and development on versatile and 
specialised soils 

Reference 

Objective 
2.6 

 
When considering applications for subdivision or development in areas characterised by 
versatile soils and specialised soils, in addition to policy 7.2 specific consideration will be 
given to:  

a) the appropriateness of the resulting allotment size and shape of any subdivision, 
and the ability for those allotments to sustain primary production activities over 
time; 

b) whether or not the proposed location of any new building(s) minimises potential 
effects on productive potential of highly versatile or specialised soils, including the 
potential to locate the building(s) on less valuable soils on the same site; 

c) any positive effects on the retention of productive potential which may be achieved 
through proposed clustering of buildings; 

d) any cumulative effects which may occur due to an over proliferation of buildings 
and structures reducing the availability and/or productive potential of highly 
versatile or specialised soils; and 

e) the potential for buildings and structures to be easily removed or relocated. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Fragmentation of productive soils through subdivision can lead to pressure for more 
intensive non-productive land use development. This effect must be considered where 
allotments characterised by versatile and specialised soils are proposed to be 
subdivided, particularly insofar as the subdivision may render the land less capable of 
sustaining primary production as a viable land use option.  
 
 
 

Policy 7.4 – Rural Character Reference 
 
Subdivision and development in the rural environment will be undertaken in a manner that 
protects the District’s rural character, including the retention of:  

a) the general sense of openness;  

Objective 
2.9 & 
2.11 
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b) natural landforms;  
c) the defining landscape characteristics and values (as set out in Natural 

Environments Schedule 2 – Landscape Character Areas) of the applicable rural 
zone(s) in which the subdivision or development is located;  

d) the natural darkness of the night sky; and 
e) overall low density of development. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Policy 7.3 works in tandem with Policies 7.11, 7.12 and 7.13 regarding the various Rural 
Zones (Rural Dunes, Plains, and Hills zones). While these different zones are defined by 
distinct characteristics, they share certain valued traits which should collectively be 
protected. The retention of these defining characteristics will ensure the District’s rural 
areas are attractive and spacious places to live, work and play. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 7.5 – Plantation Forestry Reference 

Objective 
2.2, 2.5, 
2.6 & 
2.11 

 
Plantation forestry will be managed in the rural environment to ensure that all stages of the 
activity can be carried out safely, prior to commencing planting of new forests, and will not 
result in significant adverse effects. Plantation forestry will be provided for in areas which 
are not characterised by: 
a) high erosion susceptibility; 
b) high susceptibility to natural hazards; 
c) identified historic heritage or cultural values; 
d) the presence of significant indigenous vegetation or significant habitats of 

indigenous fauna; 
e) identified sensitive natural features; 
f) the presence of network utility lines. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Plantation forestry is one of many primary production activities in Kāpiti, and accordingly 
should be provided for in appropriate areas in the rural environment. Likewise, the 
activity should be avoided in areas which are particularly sensitive to the effects 
associated with plantation forestry which include visual effects from both planting and 
harvesting in highly prominent locations such as outstanding landscapes, destruction of 
indigenous vegetation, or significant archaeology, noise and traffic effects during 
harvesting and fire risk during forest life. Additional effects can occur following harvesting 
including increased fire and erosion risks.  
 
The rules that implement this policy require a forest management plan to be developed 
and adhered to for all planting and harvesting of large scale plantation forestry, due to 
the broad range of effects associated with the activity. The criteria listed above are 
baseline requirements for a management plan only, and additional information may be 
required or preferred in some instances of discretionary or non-complying activities. 
Moreover, provisions in other Plan Chapters – for example the Natural Environment or 
Hazards Chapters – may be relevant to proposed forestry activities, depending on the 
location of the proposal. Those provisions should also be incorporated into management 
plans, where relevant.  
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Policy 7.6 – Harvesting plantation forestry Reference 

Objective 
2.2, 2.6 & 
2.11 

 
Harvesting of Plantation forestry will be carried out, at a rate and in a manner that minimises 
erosion, and adverse effects on natural features and rural character by: 

a) Retaining vegetation within 20m of a waterbody; 
b) Retaining indigenous vegetation in steep gullies; 
c) Staging harvesting and using selective methods; and  
d) Replanting or retirement and restoration. 

 

 
Explanation 
Plantation forestry harvesting has significant potential effects.  These effects include 
erosion during and following harvest activities which can result in sedimentation of 
waterways as well as land slippage. The method used to harvest and remove logs from 
the site can mitigate these effects.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 7.7 – Extractive Industries Reference 

Objective 
2.6 and 
2.11 

 
Ensure the effects (including reverse sensitivity) of existing or proposed extractive 
industries on rural zoned land are considered, and protect the amenity of rural environment 
when considering applications for extractive industries and any other new use, 
development and subdivision of land near to existing extractive industries.   

 
Explanation 
Extractive industries are important to the local and regional economy, providing 
employment opportunities and material for roading, construction and other industry. In 
general, these activities are most appropriately located in the rural environment, away 
from the District’s more populated areas. However, extractive industries are resource 
intensive and can have significant effects on the environment, and on people and 
communities. Accordingly, proposals to establish new extractive industries should avoid 
adverse effects on sensitive aspects of the existing local natural and physical 
environment. 
 
Likewise, the ongoing operation of lawfully established extractive industries should be 
considered and given an appropriate degree of protection where other developments are 
proposed in the vicinity. Specifically, the potential for reverse sensitivity effects to arise 
should be avoided where proposed new uses may be particularly susceptible to the 
nuisance effects often attributed to extractive industries. 
 
 
 
 
Policy 7.8 – Intensive farming Reference 

Objective 
s2.2, 2.6 
and 2.11 

 
Intensive indoor keeping of animals or intensive farming on a large scale will be avoided 
in locations where there are actual or potential  adverse effects on:  

a) soils and water, due to runoff and soakage of high levels of nutrients or 
contaminants; 

b) historic heritage sites and archaeological sites;  
c) highly versatile soils; 
d) indigenous biodiversity; and  
e) the amenity and visual appreciation of rural landscapes. 
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Explanation 
Intensive agriculture including keeping animals indoors is a farming practice that is likely 
to result in large buildings on rural land and these activities also tend to be noisy or result 
in strong odours. The activity, for example indoor poultry or pig farming does not 
necessarily require productive soils and can operate on any land however due to the 
intensity of  these activities they produce waste materials and runoff which has high 
levels of potential contaminants. The free draining nature of the sandy and soils in large 
parts of the District, which are not highly versatile soils, means that there is a risk of 
these contaminants leaching into groundwater.  In addition the need to create platforms 
for these buildings can flatten valued landforms or alter sites of historic significance.  For 
all these reasons the rules that implement this policy require careful consideration of all 
potential effects in relation to intensive farming activities. 
 
 
 

Policy 7.9 – Management of conflicting uses Reference 

Objective 
2.6 and 
2.11 

 
Potential adverse effects of new intensive farming activities, shelter belts, plantation forestry, 
extractive industries, and activities in the rural zones will be managed where they have the 
potential to conflict with, or compromise the productivity or overall viability of, lawfully 
established sensitive activities. New sensitive activities will not be enabled where existing 
primary productive activities are likely to generate adverse effects on the proposed sensitive 
activity. Management of effects will  include measures such as: 

a) locating potentially offensive activities as far as practicable from sensitive activities; 
b) locating sensitive activities as far as practicable from potential nuisance effects 

generating activities; 
c) the use of vegetated buffers along boundaries with sensitive activities for activities 

characterised by potential nuisance effects; and 
d) consideration of prevailing winds and their associated ability to intensify nuisance 

effects. 

 

 
Explanation 
Where potentially conflicting uses are located close to a zone edge, or where they are 
contained within a zone that anticipates a broad scope of land uses, specific 
management of interface effects is required to protect amenity values and continued land 
use rights. The rural environment anticipates activities which may be characterised by 
nuisance effects as a result of day-to-day operation, where the potential for conflict with 
other uses and zones is relatively high. 
 
This policy works in conjunction with Policy XX in the Living Environment Chapter and 
Policy YY in the Working Environment Chapter to collectively provide a strategic 
approach to managing conflicting land uses. Insofar as the rural environment is 
concerned, the aim of this policy is twofold: 1) to manage the potential for new rural 
activities to adversely affect existing sensitive activities; and 2) to manage the potential 
for new sensitive activities to compromise the productive potential of the rural 
environment or generate reverse sensitivity effects with existing rural activities.  
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Policy 7.10 – Growth Management Reference 

Objective 
2.3, 2.6 & 
2.11 

 
The use of land in the Rural Dunes, Rural Plains, Rural Eco-Hamlet and Rural Hills Zones for 
urban development or rural residential development will be avoided where such a proposal 
would: 

a) prevent the use of highly versatile soils for primary production activities; 
b) compromise the District’s ability to maintain a consolidated urban form in existing 

urban areas; 
c) compromise the distinctiveness of existing settlements and/or reduce rural character 

values between and around settlements;  
d) adversely affect the vitality of the District’s Centres;  
e) make inefficient use of the transport network; 
f) result in an inefficient end use of energy;  
g) increase pressure for public services and infrastructure (including transport and 

community infrastructure) beyond existing capacity; 
h) result in reduction in availability or productive potential of highly versatile or 

specialised soils; or 
i) give rise to significant reverse sensitivity effects with rural activities. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
In order to protect the unique character of the District’s distinct urban and rural 
communities, to achieve the benefits from a consolidated urban form, and to sustain the 
productive potential of the rural environment, urban and rural residential development 
should not encroach into the wider rural environment. Rural development is anticipated 
but expected to retain average density appropriate to each zone. This Policy draws on 
the Council’s Development Management Strategy (2007), and works in conjunction with 

other growth management policies in the Plan to achieve a strategic managing 
framework across all environments in the District. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 7.11 – Adding Value to Primary Production: Ancillary 
Buildings and Activities 

Reference 

Objective 
2.6, 2.13 
and 2.16 

 
The ability to add value to primary production activities in the rural environment through 
ancillary on-site processing and retailing – including roadside stalls – will be provided for in 
a manner which minimises adverse effects on the safety and efficiency of the roading 
network and on amenity values of the rural environment.  
 
In determining whether or not the scale of effects from the ancillary building or activity is 
appropriate, particular regard shall be given to: 

a) the effects generated by the new ancillary building or activity on the safety and 
efficiency of the local transport network; 

b) the effects generated by the proposed ancillary building or activity on landscape 
character and rural values of the surrounding environment; 

c) the appropriateness – in the design and total provision – of proposed access and 
carparking for roadside stalls/retail outlets;  

d) the extent to which any proposed screening and landscaping successfully mitigates 
potential visual impacts of the ancillary building or activity; and 

e) whether or not any proposed signage on the site is associated with the ancillary 
building or activity, is excessively large, or is visually distracting to motorists. 
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Explanation 
Enabling a limited amount of on-site processing and retailing facilities which are ancillary 
to primary production activities in the rural environment can have positive effects on 
social and economic well-being. Not only do such ancillary facilities provide an economic 
outlet for producers, but they also afford opportunities for important resources to be 
produced, processed, purchased and consumed locally. These opportunities, in turn, can 
aide the Community’s ability to be resilient to environmental and economic system 
change. 
 
Notwithstanding the potential for these positive effects to be realised, ancillary retail and 
processing activities should be of a scale, and located in such a manner, that does not 
unduly detract from the character of the rural environment, or the safety and efficiency of 
the transport network. 
 
 
 
Policy 7.12 – Household Units and Buildings Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6 & 
2.11 

 
New household units and other buildings in all the Rural Zones will be provided in a 
manner which minimises environmental effects (including cumulative effects) on the 
productive potential and landscape character of the rural area, including: 

a) limiting the number of household units and minor flats to one of each per site, 
except where development bonus guidelines are complied with; 

b) providing for a limited location and scale of accessory buildings and buildings which 
are ancillary to primary production activities; and 

c) clustering buildings as much as practicable.  
 

 

 
Explanation 
A major component of the District's rural character is the relatively limited presence of 
buildings. This is achieved through both relatively large minimum allotment sizes and 
limits to the number and size of dwellings and other buildings on a given rural allotment.  

While the majority of the rural area should remain un-built upon to retain its general open 
character, and potential for primary productive uses, there are some benefits to 
clustering buildings (where there are more than one proposed for a given site or area) to 
minimise cumulative proliferation effects. 
 
 
 

Policy 7.13 – Rural Residential Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6 & 
2.11 

 
Rural residential living will be provided for in identified locations zoned rural residential 
which :  

a) can be efficiently accessed and are close to urban settlements; 
b) are characterised by relatively low productivity soils;  
c) avoid potential reverse sensitivity effects on adjacent primary production activities 

and other lawfully established rural uses;  
d) are at a scale and in locations that avoid creating or expanding urban settlements; 

and  
e) are at a scale consistent with landscape character for the relevant landscape 

character area as set out  in Natural Environments Schedule 2 
 

 

 
Explanation 
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The District Plan recognises that the District's residents have varied housing needs and 
preferences, including some preferences for rural residential living. The Rural Residential 
Zone provides for this type of living environment in locations and at a scale which allows 
for the productive functioning of the wider rural environment.  
 
Rural residential development is enabled where soil productivity and the existing 
subdivision pattern do not support large scale primary production activities and in areas 
close to urban settlements. 
 
 
Policy 7.14 – Rural Dunes Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 

 
Subdivision and Development in the Rural Dunes Zone will be undertaken in a manner 
which: 

a) supports the primary production activity focus of the rural environment while 
protecting the valued landforms and ecological character of the Rural Dunes zone; 

b) retains an overall low density scale and intensity to retain an overall rural 
character;  

c) avoids non-rural activities, such as industrial, commercial or retail activities which 
are not related to primary production activities;  

d) ensures sensitive areas and areas of visually sensitive open space in the Rural 
Dunes Zone are protected by either retention in large allotments or legal and 
physical protection of areas or features;  

e) clusters development in areas characterised by undulating topography where the 
development can be accommodated in a sensitive manner, with minimal disruption 
to natural landform; 

f) locates buildings and other structures in a way which avoids adverse visual and 
landform effects on dominant dune ridges;  

g) provides sites which are capable of accommodating a primary residential building 
which is not at risk from identified natural hazards; and 

h) encourages increases in biodiversity , water quality and energy efficiency. 
 

 

 
 
 
Policy 7.15 – Rural Plains Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 

 
Subdivision and development in the Rural Plains Zone will be undertaken in a manner 
which:  

a) supports the primary production activity focus of the rural environment while 
protecting the openness and expansive character values of the Rural Plains 

b) avoids loss of the life sustaining and productive potential of the soil resource. 
c) allows for clustered development in appropriate areas; and 
d) retains an overall low density, vegetated character and minimal level of non-rural 

activity; and 
e) provides sites which are capable of accommodating a primary residential building 

which is not at risk from identified natural hazards. 
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Policy 7.16 – Rural Hills Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 
 

 
Subdivision and development in the Rural Hills Zone will be undertaken in a manner 
which:  

a) supports the primary production activity focus of the rural environment while 
protecting the valued landscape and ecological character of the Rural Hills; 

b) minimises the extent of proposed changes to natural landforms, and adverse 
effects of proposed development on erosion prone land; 

c) retains low allotment density, and avoids potential adverse effects arising from any 
proposed subdivision of land into lots of less than 20ha;and 

d) ensures that any buildings or dwellings proposed are designed and located in a 
manner which minimises visibility from the Rural Dunes, Rural Plains and State 
Highway 1; and 

e) provides sites which are capable of accommodating a primary residential building 
which is not at risk from identified natural hazards 

 

 

 
Explanation for Policies 7.12 - 7.15 
The District’s rural environment is defined by three areas of distinct landscape character: 
the dunes, the plains and the hills. In order to enable primary production activities to be 
undertaken in a manner that is sympathetic to the unique context for each of these 
areas, the District Plan categorises the areas into separate land use zones.  
 
The Rural Dunes Zone is characterised by remnant dunes, inter-dunal plains and 
wetlands. Development should be sympathetic to this character by protecting dune 
ridges and other prominent natural landforms. Clustering allotments with buildings and 
structures can assist in retaining natural character in the Dune environment where large 
balance areas are retained. Retention of this character is also reliant upon minimal 
earthworks or deformation of natural landforms, and through the design, construction 
and finishing of buildings and structures in a sympathetic manner. 
 
All development in the Rural Plains zone should be managed to minimise any loss in 
productive potential for these versatile and specialised soils. Retention of large allotment 
sizes and clustering of buildings can mitigate this possible loss in productive potential, 
particularly where buildings can be grouped in areas characterised by less productive 
soils on site. Clustering can also be a useful tool in the Rural Plains Zone, where the 
District’s most fertile soils are typically found. Where less valuable soils are not present 
on rural allotments, clustering can still contribute positively by retaining larger balance 
areas to be utilised for primary production, and maintaining rural character and 
spaciousness. Notwithstanding the positive contribution that clustering can make, this 
should also be balanced against the potential adverse effects on rural character which 
can arise from an over-proliferation of buildings in any one area. 
 
The Rural Hills Zone is defined by steep landscapes, stream and river valleys, and a 
mixture of vegetated and pastoral areas. Development in this area should be 
sympathetic to its prominent and unique landscape values by retaining large allotment 
sizes, minimising landform deformation, and avoiding erosion effects.  
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Policy 7.17 – Rural Eco Hamlet Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 

Subdivision and development in the Rural Eco Hamlet Zone shall be undertaken in 
accordance with an approved structure plan, and be consistent with the following 
principles: 

a) ensure that landform dictates the shape and design of roads, lots and location of 
buildings to minimise landform modification; 

b) minimise disturbance to sensitive natural features including preventing 
sedimentation of any waterbodies; 

c) use infrastructure and other services efficiently, maximise water and energy 
efficiency and minimise light pollution while ensuring public health is maintained;  

d) incorporate the use of local renewable energy generation systems where 
practicable; 

e) reflect local character, in buildings, including having cladding and colour schemes 
that are in harmony with the natural landscape and having low reflective qualities;  

f) retain an appropriate overall rural-type density and ratio of development intensity 
to open space and retain larger balance lots to enable land to be utilised for a 
range of primary production activities; 

g) integrate stormwater treatment and management systems into the landscape to 
minimise storm-water runoff resulting from development and protect water quality, 
and any associated native ecosystems or habitats; 

h) ensure that individual lots are landscaped and planted in a manner that that 
reduces the visual  bulk of buildings, integrates buildings into the landscape, 
provides shade and windbreaks, and maintains visual privacy;  

i) limit the planting of hedges and shelter belts along property boundaries;  
j) maintain sufficient separation distance between buildings and  vegetation and 

regionally significant infrastructure ; 
k) maintain and the ecological health of water bodies, wetlands and aquatic habitats 

and prevent the degradation of environmentally sensitive areas, native flora and 
fauna; 

l) retain and enhance blue and green corridors (waterways and native bush areas) as 
a feature of the zone; 

m) integrate the protection of areas of historic heritage and sensitive natural features; 
and  

n) provide an integrated transport network which enables for walkable communities 
with generous provision for walking, cycling and horse riding trails. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The Rural Eco-Hamlet zones are located adjacent to areas identified for future urban 
development. The land in the Rural Eco-Hamlet zone is undulating dunes with interdune 
areas. In Waikanae North the Rural Eco-Hamlet zone has high voltage transmission 
lines passing through it. There are locally and regionally significant ecological areas, 
significant amenity landscapes, waahi tapu sites, heritage trees and heritage buildings 
within the Eco-Hamlet zone which need to be considered as part of the structure plan 
and subsequent development of these areas. 
 
The structure plan for Waikanae North and Ōtaki North Eco-Hamlets have been 
developed and approved as part of this District Plan and is included in Rural 
Environment Appendix 4 and 5 respectively, which can be found in Volume 3 of this plan. 
The rules that implement this policy require development to occur in accordance with the 
areas indentified on the structure plan.   
 
The proposed Wellington Northern Corridor Road of National Significance or the 
designated Western Link Road corridor passes through the Ngarara Precinct which 
forms part of the Rural Eco-Hamlet zone. 
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Policy 7.18 – Ngarara Precinct Reference 
Ensure that development in the Ngarara Precinct enables connections to and integration 
with other land in the Rural Eco-Hamlet zone and incorporates the principles outlined in 
Policy 7.17 and is developed in accordance with the Ngarara Precinct Structure Plan (Rural 
Appendix 2) and Ngarara Precinct Management Principles ( Rural Appendix 3). 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 

 
Explanation 
The Ngarara Precinct forms part of the Rural Eco-Hamlet Zone in Waikanae North and 
consists of clustered development areas surrounded by a balance of rural and 
conservation activities. The goal of the precinct is to retain the distinctive character of the 
site by the careful integration of built form with its rural coastal setting. 

Development within this precinct is limited to create four distinct hamlets set within 
farmland and open spaces with the resulting overall density being very low. The 
comprehensively designed Eco-Hamlets provide a rural living experience in a landscape 
which reflects and enhances the existing environment.  The Eco-Hamlets will not 
normally be serviced with water supply and wastewater disposal systems from the 
reticulated public services, instead on-site supply, management and conservation 
techniques are to be used. 

The precinct is based on a Structure Plan within which are a series of Eco-Hamlets, as 
identified on the Ngarara Precinct Structure Plan map.  The development of each Eco-
Hamlet will be guided by specific management guidelines relating to Environmental 
Outcomes and anticipated form that dictate the form and nature of development, and 
overarching management principles. 

The Structure Plan is attached as Rural Environment Appendix 2.  This includes the 
Ngarara Precinct Structure Plan map, along with ‘Ngarara Precinct Eco-Hamlet Areas’ 
called “Smithfield”, “Ngapara”, “Lamberts”, “Kawakahia” and “Kukutauaki” which provide 
details on the features to be protected, overall principles and outcomes, and anticipated 
land uses and form for the Ngarara Precinct. The‘Ngarara Precinct Management 
Principles (contained within Rural Environment Appendix 3) provides principles for 
consistency that apply across the entire precinct. 
 
 
 
Policy 7.19 – Future Urban Structure Plan Areas  Reference 

Objectives 
2.3, 2.6, 
2.9 & 2.11 

 
In all areas shown as Future Urban Development Zones on the planning maps, subdivision 
will be restricted to boundary adjustments to prevent unmanaged development occurring 
before a structure plan has been developed and accepted. Subsequent subdivision and 
development of these areas will then be undertaken in accordance with approved 
structure plans. 

 

 
Explanation 
The Council has identified a long term growth management strategy which includes land 
north of Waikanae and Ōtaki considered suitable for future urban use. Much of the area 
north of Waikanae (e.g. the Ngarara Zone and the Waikanae North Development Zone) 
has already been zoned urban, so these are no longer “Future Urban” although they are 
not yet fully developed. The urban development of the Future Urban areas north of Otaki 
and the remaining future urban areas north of Waikanae is not desirable in the short-
term, but there is a need to ensure that any ad hoc subdivision and development of the 
area in the interim period does not result in fragmentation that may jeopardise the long-
term potential of the area to be urbanised. Once the area is required for urban use, it is 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Rural Environment 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 -[7-16] - Notified 29 November 2012 
 

important that it be planned in an integrated and comprehensive manner. The 
requirement to prepare a structure plan and subsequently develop these areas in 
accordance with approved structure plans will ensure a positive transition from rural to 
urban use. 
 
 
 
Policy 7.20 – Maintaining Low Rural Density  Reference 

Objectives 
2.3 & 2.11 

 
The subdivision of balance allotments in the Rural Dunes, Rural Plains, and Rural Hills 
Zones will be avoided to ensure that there is: 

a) no increase in the net density of the area;    
b) no further compromise of the productive potential of the land; and 
c) retention of the open rural character of the area. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Plan provides for the subdivision of land through the use of minimum and average 
lot size standards. This enables clustered development with the retention of larger 
balance areas to be utilised for primary production, and to maintain rural character and 
spaciousness through ensuring a low density of development. However with the change 
in ownership and over time, balance lots often come under pressure to be further 
subdivided. If this were to be allowed, the overall rural density would increase beyond 
what has been accepted as part of the District Plan review and adoption process. Further 
intensification not only increases the potential cumulative effects from associated 
development but can also erode the community’s overall confidence in the Plan and 
Council’s ability to manage subdivision and development.  To ensure the low density and 
form of development is maintained, permanent legal restrictions on further subdivision of 
balance lots will in most cases be applied to rural subdivision creating these lots.  
 
 
 
Policy 7.21 – Minor subdivision Reference 

Objectives 
2.3 & 2.11 

 
Minor subdivision will be provided for in the Rural Zones where the resulting allotment 
arrangement does not result in any increase in the net density of the area, including 
increased residential development potential or, the potential for future additional lots and 
does not compromise productive potential of the land. 

 

 
Explanation 
Minor subdivisions (including boundary adjustments) are provided for where they result 
in no increase in development potential or allotment density. The Plan recognises that 
such subdivisions can frequently provide for improved land use and amenity outcomes, 
with minimal impact on the environment. Accordingly, these proposals are managed 
differently from more traditional subdivision.  
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Policy 7.22 – Paraparaumu North Rural Precinct  Reference 

Objectives 
2.3 & 2.11 

 
Subdivision and development in the Paraparaumu North Rural Precinct will be undertaken in 
a manner and at a rate that: 

a) reinforces the area’s: 
i) primary function as a gateway to Paraparaumu with a focus on the protection 

and enhancement of natural environment features, landscapes and values; and 
ii) allows a transitional rural density whereby natural bush and wetlands provide 

separation; 
b) avoids adverse impacts on: 

i) the safe, efficient function of the strategic transport network; 
ii) the natural and surrounding rural character and amenity values of the area; 

and 
iii) outstanding landscapes which form a backdrop to this precinct. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Paraparaumu North Rural precinct allows a greater level of subdivision on land to 
the north of Paraparaumu along the State Highway 1 corridor to the Otaihanga Road 
intersection than is permitted in the rural plains, in a localised area which forms the 
entrance to Paraparaumu from the north. This area is characterised by extensive areas 
of native vegetation and outstanding natural landscapes.  
 
In order to recognise the proximity to the urban area and the visual sensitivity of the 
area, an average density of 2ha will be able to be achieved if additional development is 
not visible from State Highway 1 or the beach. In addition screening and landscaping 
associated with new development will need to integrate with and enhance the 
surrounding indigenous vegetation. 
 
 
 
Policy 7.23 – Kāpiti and outer Islands  Reference 

  
Subdivision and development on Kāpiti Island and the outer islands will be undertaken in a 
manner and at a rate that: 

a) minimises adverse visual impact, including through: 
i) use of building materials and colours which are sympathetic to the island’s 

natural character and to its high visibility from the coast; 
ii) the use of screening and landscaping; 
iii) limiting the scale and duration of earthworks; 
iv) limiting building density; 

b) ensures any new land use activity will be self-sufficient (with respect to necessary 
servicing) and energy-efficient; 

c) protects the island’s cultural, ecological and heritage values; and 
d) supports the island’s primary role as a nature reserve  

 

 

 
Explanation 
Kāpiti Island is primarily a nature reserve with a rich cultural and historic heritage and it has 
an important role in the conservation of indigenous biodiversity. It is a key visitor location 
for the District as well as a nationally recognised bird sanctuary. 
 
The northern portion of the Island is zoned rural along with Motungarara (Fishermans 
Island), Tohoramaurea (Browns) Island and Tokomapuna (Aeroplane) Island. There are a 
small number of dwellings and visitor facilities located on Kapiti and Fishermans Islands 
which are mostly located either at the northern end of Kāpiti Island or in the centre. 
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Developments on the Islands are run self sufficiently in terms of energy, water and waste 
management.  
 
The potential adverse effects of additional dwellings or visitor accommodation on the 
Islands could be significant. The risk of the introduction of animal and plant pests on the 
conservation activities on the Islands and the visual effect of buildings and lighting and the 
impacts of wastewater and waste products on natural systems must be appropriately 
managed. 
 
 
 

Policy 7.24 – Peka Peka North Rural Residential Precinct  Reference 

  
Subdivision and development in the ‘Peka Peka North Rural-Residential Precinct’ will be 
enabled in accordance with the structure plan (Rural Environment Appendix 3) where 
adverse effects of development can be avoided, remedied or mitigated for that area and can 
be integrated into the landscape through innovative design.  
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Peka Peka North Rural Residential Precinct is an area of approximately 32 hectares 
which was subject to a structure plan to create rural residential lots with large areas of 
riparian and recreation reserves. The earthworks associated with the subdivision have 
resulted in a series of ponds which over flow into the Kowhai (Hadfield) stream. The 
structure plan has resulted in small rural residential lots being balanced by the large 
reserve areas to achieve a rural density. The structure plan includes ongoing requirements 
relating to planting, grazing and the location and style of fencing within the precinct. 
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7.1.2 Rules and Standards 
The rules and standards for all rural zones are included in this section.  
 

Summary Table-Rural Zones 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District 
Plan. Specified rules must be referred to for detailed requirements. 
 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted 
Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and 
Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Rural zones Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Agricultural and horticultural activities 
(which are not intensive farming) which 
meets standards 

 ●      

1 household unit and one minor flat per 
lot which meets standards 

 ●      

 1 household unit and one minor flat 
standards not met 

    ●   

More than 1 household unit and one 
minor flat 

     ●  

Farm tracks (not in outstanding 
landscapes or other sensitive natural 
features or areas) which meet standards 

 ●      

Planting of Plantation Forestry and 
shelterbelts which is not on high or very 
high erosion prone land (mapped) which 
meets standards 

 ●      

Planting of Plantation Forestry and 
shelterbelts which is on high or very high 
erosion prone land (mapped) or which 
has high wilding potential which meets 
standards 

   ●    

Planting of Plantation Forestry and 
shelterbelts does not meet standards 

     ●  

Intensive farming which meets 
standards 

  ●     

Intensive farming which does not meet 
standards 

     ●  

Extractive industries which meet 
standards 

  ●     

Extractive industries which do not meet 
standards 

    ●   

Boundary adjustments and subdivision 
in all rural zones where no additional lots 
are created 

  ●     

Subdivision in Rural Dunes Zone which 
meets standards 

   ●    

Subdivision in Rural Plains Zone which 
meets standards 

   ●    

Subdivision in Rural Hill Zone which 
meets standards 

   ●    

Subdivision in Rural Residential Zone 
which meets standards 

   ●    
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision in Rural Dunes Zone which 
does not meet standards 

     ●  

Subdivision in Rural Plains Zone which 
does not meet standards 

     ●  

Subdivision in Rural Hill Zone which does 
not meet standards 

     ●  

Subdivision in Rural Residential Zone 
which does not meet standards 

     ●  

Commercial helicopter operations in all 
rural zones. 

     ●  

Coastal Environment Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Buildings in the Rural No build Coastal 
Hazard Management Area  

4A.6 ●  ●   ● 

Subdivision or development in areas of 
high natural character  

   ●  ●  

Landscape Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Earthworks 3A.1-5 ●  ●  ●  
Ecology Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Vegetation modification 3A.1-5 ●  ● ● ●  
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Rule 7.0  Applicability of Rules 7.1 – 7.6 
 
Rules 7.1 – 7.6 shall apply only to land within the Rural Zones. For the avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more than one zoning, the 
provisions of each zone shall be considered for those parts of the site within each zone. Unless otherwise specified, all rules, standards and matters 
of control/discretion shall apply to all Rural Zones. Where there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the 
more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 7.1 to 7.5 for any activity in the Rural Zones, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport, financial 
contributions and hazardous substances; and 

[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 
Heritage items.  

 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
Note:  The following rules and standards do not apply to any work or activity of the Crown undertaken in terms of the provisions of section 4 (3) of 

the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
 

Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities on land in any 

rural zone which are not 
otherwise specified as 
Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non-Complying 
or Prohibited activities and 
comply with all permitted 
activity standards in this 

1. Activities shall not generate contaminants which create a nuisance effect at or beyond the 
boundary of the site on which the activity is occurring 

 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 -[7-21] - Notified 29 November 2012 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unl . ess otherwise specified)
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1. 

 
1. Pastoral and arable farming, 

planting and maintenance of 
plantation forestry, outdoor 
(extensive) pig farming, 
horticulture, viticulture and 
orchards in all rural zones.  

1. No plantation forestry or shelterbelt vegetation which will grow to a height of more than 6 
metres shall be planted: 

a) within 20 metres of any waterbody whose bed has an average width of 3 metres or more; 

b) within 50 metres of an existing primary residential building on an adjacent property or 10 
metres of any legal boundary of any site held under separate a separate Certificate of Title, 
whichever is greater; or 

c) within a minimum of  10 metres of any road boundary.  

 
2. Each site containing a plantation forest shall have a formed vehicle access designed and built 

for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles providing access from a formed legal road to each 
plantation forest area, and shall meet the following minimum requirements: 

a) 2.5 metres in width 

b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.) 
 

 

2. harvesting of plantation 
forestry on land in all rural 
zones 

1. Harvesting of plantation forestry shall not: 
a)  exceed 10 hectares in area in any 12 month period. 

 
b) be undertaken within 20 metres of any river whose bed has an average width of 3 metres 

or more where the river flows through or adjoins the forestry plantation. 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
2. A fire plan in accordance with the New Zealand Environmental Code of Practice for Plantation 

Forestry shall be completed for all plantation forestry areas prior to harvesting by the forest 
owner or harvesting company and certified by the Rural Fire Officer prior to commencing any 
commercial forest harvesting. This shall include an assessment of access and transportation 
arrangements.  

 
3. Buildings and structures in all 

rural zones except in the 
Paraparaumu North Rural 
Precinct: 
a) including habitable 

buildings and accessory 
buildings on any lot; and  

b) the relocation of buildings 
that are: 

i.  up to and including 15 
years old; or  

ii. other have a gross 
floor area up to and 
including 30m2. 

 

1. The maximum number of residential buildings on any site shall be one household unit and one 
minor flat (except on Kāpiti Island and the outer islands which have specific requirements). The 
maximum size of a minor flat shall be 54m2 and the maximum floor area for a sleep out shall be 
30m2. 

 
2. All habitable buildings shall have a   designed and built for the entry and exit of fire fighting 

vehicles and shall meet the following minimum requirements: 

a) 2.5 metres in width 

b) 2.8 metres in unobstructed height (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures). 
 

3. The maximum height from original ground level of any: 
a) accessory farm building shall be 10 metres  
b) habitable building shall be 8m 
c) building on Kāpiti Island where the maximum height shall be 8 metres; and  
d) within the ‘Peka Peka North Rural-Residential Precinct’ where the maximum height shall 

be 4.5 metres except for Lots 3, 4 and 8 where the maximum height is 5.5 metres. 
 

4. Buildings shall not be sited on top of dominant ridgelines or dominant sand dunes, or in such 
proximity to the ridgeline/dune ridge that more than 1 metre of the height of the building protrudes 
above the ridgeline when viewed from any public place (i.e. beach, reserve or road). 

 
5. No buildings within 500 metres of the inland edge of a beach shall be visible from the beach 

when measured from 1.5 metres vertically above ground level at a point 20 metres seaward from 
the seaward toe of the foredune. 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
6. No habitable building shall be located within 50m of an intensive farming activity on an adjacent 

site. 
 
7. The minimum yard requirements for any site shall be: 

a) Front Yard 

i. All buildings shall be set back at least 10 metres from a road boundary. 

ii. Intrusions of eaves up to 0.6 metres are excluded. 

b) Side and Rear Yards 

i. All buildings (other than intensive farming buildings) shall be set back at least 5 
metres from a side or rear yard boundary. 

ii. Intrusions of eaves up to 0.6 metres are excluded. 
 

Note: For intensive farming standards refer to the Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards.  
 
8. All parts of buildings must fit within a height envelope (refer to definition and diagrams in 

chapter 1) which: 
a) commences at a point 2.1 metres above the property boundary; and  
b) inclines inwards at right angles to the boundary and at a vertical angle of 45 degrees.  
c) Where there is a right-of-way or an access strip/leg immediately adjacent to, and on the 

other side of, the property boundary, the height envelope shall be measured from a point 
2.1 metres above a point midway across the right-of-way or access strip/leg. 

The exception to this is that garages located in the side or rear yard up to 7m in length and not 
more than 2.4 metres in height may infringe the height envelope. 

 
9. Any new residential building shall comply with all permitted activity standards under Rule 

11A.1.12 or 11A.1.13. 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
4. Farm tracks on private land 

for permitted farming activities 
on land in all rural zones which 
is not within outstanding 
natural or significant amenity 
landscapes shown on the 
District Wide Zone Maps.  

 

1. Farm tracks shall not exceed 4m in width and shall be ancillary to agricultural or horticultural 
activities on the site. 

2. Earthworks cut or fill shall not exceed 1m of vertical distance. 
 

 

5. Home occupations in all 
rural zones 

1. All permitted standards for buildings, traffic generation and environmental nuisances are 
complied with. 

2. The floor area used (whether temporary or permanent) shall not exceed 40m2.  
3. No more than one non-resident person shall be employed. 
4. On-site vehicle parking for non-resident employees, deliveries and customers shall be provided 

in accordance with the design requirements set out in Chapter 11 – Infrastructure. 
5. No deliveries shall be made to the site between the hours of 7pm and 7am. 
6. Retail activities: 

a) shall only be ancillary to the primary home occupation activity;  
b) no goods on display shall be visible from outside the buildings; and 
c) total floor area used for retail  (whether temporary or permanent) shall not exceed 10m2 

(this is to be included within the maximum floor area used set out in (2). 
 

 

6. Activities on Kāpiti Island 
and off shore islands 

1. Rubbish Disposal: 
Apart from matter that is biodegradable, all other waste material shall be removed from the 
island  
 

2. Fire Safety: 
A fire-fighting water supply method designed to protect human life and property on the island 
from fire is required.  
An operational high-delivery pump and hose (capable of reaching all dwellings) shall be able to 
be connected either to seawater or to a fire water storage tank of minimum 4,500 litres 
capacity. 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 

3. Rodents/Animals: 
Adequate provision shall be made to ensure rodents are not able to gain access to the island. 
No animals are permitted except for animals used for wildlife management purposes, or 
authorised for release on the island by the Department of Conservation. 
 

4. Household units: 
A maximum of 16 household units is permitted to be located on Kāpiti Island and off-shore 
islands (including Department of Conservation buildings). They shall be designed to not be 
visible from the beach and shall be of recessive colours or materials. The household units shall 
comply with all permitted activity standards for permitted buildings in rule 7A.1.3.2 To 7A.1.3.7 
above 

 
7. Removal of vegetation for fire 

breaks in all rural zones 
1. Vegetation removal shall be carried out by persons authorised by a warranted rural fire officer. 
 
2. Removal of vegetation for firebreaks shall be limited to a maximum width of 10m. 
 

Advice Note: Modification or removal of indigenous vegetation is also subject to rules in 
Chapter 3 Natural Environment 

 

 

8. Buildings in the rural dunes 
zone 

1. Habitable buildings on lots smaller than 5 hectares shall be located within 100m of any building 
on an adjacent property. Buildings on the same site shall be located so that they are all located 
no further than 100m apart when measured at the closest points of each building. Buildings for 
intensive farming are excluded from this standard. 

  
a) Buildings shall not be located in sensitive natural areas or up to 1m below or above 

dominant ridgelines. 
 

 

9. Buildings and development 
in the Rural  Eco Hamlet zone 
including the Ngarara Precinct 

1. Development is consistent with the Structure Plan for the Waikanae North Eco Hamlet zone 
(Rural Appendix 4) or Ōtaki North Eco-Hamlet Zone (Rural Appendix 5) or Ngarara Precinct 
(Rural Appendix 2). Development shall be located within the areas shown as suitable on the 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
(Waikanae North and Ōtaki North Structure Plans and the defined areas in the Ngarara 
Precinct Structure plan. 

 
2. Roading infrastructure and new and relocatable structures are located: 

 

a) Outside buffer areas adjacent to ecological sites, streams, expressway and 
transmission lines as identified on the structure plan, except for structures associated 
with passive recreation and conservation activities; and 

b) Outside the Visually Sensitive Areas and Visually Sensitive Ridgelines as identified on 
the Structure Plans. 

 
3. Individual lots shall be landscaped and planted to: 

a) visually reduce the bulk of buildings; 

b) Integrate the building form into the landscape; 

c) Provide shade and windbreaks; 

d) Protect or maximise visual privacy; 

e) Limit linear planting including hedges and shelter belts; and 

f) Maintain sufficient separation distance between vegetation and transmission lines. 

g) Additional requirements for the Ngarara Precinct: 

i. Planting shall provide filtered views of  buildings  so that no more than  50% of 
building to be visible 5 years after building completion when viewed from streets 
and public areas; and 

ii. No Hedges, shelterbelts and other linear planting with a length exceeding 10m 
shall be included in landscaping on lots. 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
4. Each site shall provide a renewable electricity alternative to mains power such as solar hot 

water hearing, photovoltaic cells or wind turbines that meet the height and noise standards and 
provide at least 10% of the energy required for the residential activities on the site.   

 
5. Buildings within individual lots shall be located so that:  
 

a) All buildings within individual sites are clustered so that: 
b) Ancillary buildings are located within 30m of the residential unit on the same site. 
c) Residential dwellings are orientated the north with a minimum of 50% of the north facing 

wall being glazed (ie windows or glazed doors) to maximise energy efficiency and sun 
access. 

d) Buildings (other than intensive farming buildings for which greater setbacks are 
required) are sited at least: 

i. 20m from the road boundary and 10m from external boundaries.  
ii. 10m from streams/water bodies and ecological sites identified on the Structure 

Plans in Appendices 

iii. 5m from all other streams/drains 

iv. 35m from the High Voltage transmission lines  
e) A site layout plan will need to be provided with the Building Consent application which 

shows the following: 
i. The location of all dwellings and accessory buildings on site; 
ii. Proposed driveway; 
iii. Earthworks; and 
iv. Any proposed planting. 

 
6. Buildings shall be designed and constructed to  

a) use as exterior materials: 
i. Natural stone; or 
ii. Natural timber provided any stains and protectants used do not contain 

colorants to change the natural colour of the timber (for example, to green or 
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Rule 7A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
red); or 

iii. material painted or finished in, recessive colours and non reflective materials 
(excluding glazing), 

 
b) Any building or fence constructed or clad in metal, or material with reflective surfaces, is 

painted with a non-reflective finish and be at least 50% visually permeable. For the 
avoidance of doubt glazing is excluded from this standard. 

 
7. Ancillary buildings and structures to have a combined gross floor area of no greater than 

150m2 per lot.  
 

8. The keeping of a domestic cat(s) within 500m of protected ecological sites is not permitted 
unless the cat(s) are kept within a cat run. 

 
 

10. Papakainga housing in all 
rural zones 

1. On multiple owned Māori land as defined by the Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993 which Māori 
land is subdivided/partitioned/leased before November 2012: 

a) A maximum of 10 papakainga units are permitted on any site 

b) A minimum land area of 2000m2 shall be provided for each papakainga unit  

c) Each papakainga unit to have an outdoor living space for its own individual use. The 
living space must adjoin the living room and be located to either the North, East or West 
of the papakainga unit it serves and shall be a minimum of 40m2, with a maximum width 
of 5.5 metres for the exclusive use of each papakainga unit. 

d) A maximum of one communal habitable building with a maximum gross floor area not 
exceeding 200m2 for group activities which do not include retail, commercial, industrial 
or service activities may be erected on each site. 

 

Ref policy 5.8 
papakaianga 
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Rule 7A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards 
(unless otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Relocation of Buildings over 
30m2 in total floor area which 
are more than 15 years old in 
all rural zones which comply 
with the permitted activity 
standards for buildings in rule 
7A.1.3. and all infrastructure 
permitted activity standards 

 
 

1. Any damaged exterior cladding or finishes 
including damage resulting from relocation 
shall be repaired or replaced; 

 
2. A performance bond (bank guaranteed) or 

cash deposit to the value of 150% of the 
upgrading works to be carried out on the 
building, shall be paid (to Council) at least 48 
hours prior to the building being relocated 
onto the site. The bond shall be released 
when the upgrading works have been 
completed. 

 
1. Any relocated residential building shall comply 

with all permitted activity standards under 
Rule 11A.1.12. 

 

1.  Upgrading and/or repairing the 
appearance of the building (being the 
nature and condition of the roofing, 
cladding, paint or other coatings, joinery, 
and enclosure of the subfloor), and 
adequacy of drainage  

 
2. The imposition of a performance bond  
 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 

2. Planting and harvesting of  
plantation forestry larger 
than 10 hectares in any one 
calendar year on land in all 
rural zones except in areas 
identified in District Plan maps 
as being;  
a) high and very high erosion 

susceptibility; 
b) high natural hazard risk; 
c) Historic heritage or cultural 

values; 

1. Compliance with the permitted activity 
standards for plantation forestry. 

 
2. A forestry management plan, including the 

provision of a fire plan which identifies 
methods to reduce and respond to the hazard, 
shall be provided prior to planting and 
harvesting. 

 
 
3. Prior to harvesting a Forest Harvesting Notice 

must be prepared and submitted to Council. 

1. The operational techniques used to log 
the timber to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
adverse effects on the environment. 

 
2. Measures contained in a forestry 

management plan. 
 
 
3.  Management of fire risk. 

 
 

4. Access and transport effects 
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Rule 7A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards 
(unless otherwise specified).   
 

  

Co ontr lled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

d) Outstanding natural 
landscapes and significant 
amenity landscapes and 
ecological sites 
 

 
 

The forestry management plan and forest 
harvesting notice shall have regard to the New 
Zealand Environmental Code of Practice for 
Plantation Forestry and shall describe and 
identify: 

a) Any important environmental and heritage 
features (including waterways and areas 
of native vegetation) or values within the 
area to be harvested. 

b) Operational techniques to be used for 
harvesting and associated activities. 

c) Property boundaries. 

d) The access points and roads to be used 
by logging vehicles. 

e) Hours of operation. 

f) Potential adverse environmental effects 
and proposed mitigation measures. 

4. Prior to harvesting an environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) of the proposed techniques 
to be used in accordance with the 4th 
Schedule of the Act shall be carried out and 
provided to Council. 

 
 
5. The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with chapter 12 of this 
Plan  

 
 
6. Sediment and erosion control 

 
 
7. Effects on sensitive natural areas 

 
 
 
 

3. Boundary adjustments and 
subdivisions where no 
additional allotments (other 
than reserves or legal road to 
be vested in Council) are 

1. Each allotment must have inalienable legal 
and physical access to a legal road   

2. The subdivision must not create further 
development potential as a result of the 
subdivision. (i.e. create a small lot and a 

1. Design and layout of the subdivision and 
earthworks 

 
2. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 

Coast District Council Subdivision and 
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Rule 7A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards 
(unless otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Ma  reserves tters over which Council
control 

Ref. 

created in all rural zones 
except the Future Urban 
Development Zone 

 

larger lot which can then be further 
subdivided and would not have met 
discretionary activity standards including 
minimum or average lot sizes prior to this 
subdivision occurring) and 
 

3. No resulting lot shall have an area less than 
6000m2. 

 
 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
 
3. Natural hazard management 
 
 
4. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network. 
 
 
5. Imposition of encumbrances on titles to 

prevent or limit further subdivision 
 
 
6. Imposition of conditions under sections 

108 and 220 of the RMA 
 
 
7.  The imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with chapter 12 of this Plan 
 
 

4. Paraparaumu North Rural 
Precinct buildings and 
development 

1. All buildings in the Paraparaumu North Rural 
Precinct: 

1. Have a maximum height of 10m for 
accessory farm buildings and 8m for 
habitable buildings; 

2. Have a maximum site coverage of 30%  

1. Design and location of buildings 
 
2. Visibility of buildings 
 
 
3. Adequacy of screening 
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Rule 7A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards 
(unless otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

M il reserves atters over which Counc
control 

Ref. 

3. Shall be screened from State Highway 
One and Otaihanga Road by evergreen 
planting capable of growing to a height of 
3m and not exceeding a height of 10m at 
maturity; 

4. A maximum of one household unit and 
one minor flat shall be erected on any 
site. 

5. Be located a minimum of 15m from State 
Highway One and a minimum of 5m from 
the precinct area boundary; 

6. Security fencing shall be visually 
permeable (i.e.: at least 50% see-through 
e.g. chain-link) 

 
4. Permeability of Fencing 
 
 
5. Traffic safety and access 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. All activities which are not 
listed as discretionary or non-
complying and do not comply 
with no more than one 
permitted or controlled activity 
standard in all rural zones  

 
1. Consideration of the standard not met 
2. visual and amenity effects 
3. traffic effects 
4. the consistency with the relevant 

objectives and policies 
5. public safety  
6. whether any nuisance effects are created 
7. cumulative effects 

 

 

2. Subdivision in all rural zones 
except the future urban 
development zone 

1. General standards for all rural zones: 

a) All lots shall meet natural hazard 
subdivision standards in chapter 4 and 
the relevant natural environment 
standards in chapter 3.  

b) All lots shall meet access and transport 
and infrastructure standards for 
subdivisions in chapter 11.  

c) Dominant ridgelines, sensitive and 
prominent land features, including 
sensitive natural features, will be 
identified on subdivision plans and no 
building or earthworks will be permitted in 
these areas. 

d) Site boundaries and roading infrastructure 
will follow the contours, natural 
geographic features and dune 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
including earthworks, the clustering of 
nominated building area and the suitability 
for primary productive activities  

 
2. The degree of compliance with the Kāpiti 

Coast District Council Subdivision and 
Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with Chapter 12 of this Plan. 
 
4. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 and 220 of 
the Resource Management Act. 

 
5. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network and 
any effects on the transport network  

Policy  3.1, 3.2, 
3.3, and  
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M  atters over which Council will restrict
its discretion  

Ref. 

topography.  

e) Pedestrian and cycle routes will be 
provided within all legal road with a 
minimum width of 2.5m. Pedestrian, cycle 
and bridle routes shall be provided within 
ecological corridors with a minimum width 
of 3.5m. 

f) Each lot will have a notional building area 
(capable of containing a 20m diameter 
circle) and access identified on the site 
plan. 

g) Each new lot, including balance lots, shall 
carry an encumbrance on the title 
prohibiting further subdivision; specifying 
the building area and access limiting 
buildings to a clustered location.  

h) A fire fighting water supply shall be 
provided which complies with the New 
Zealand Fire Service Fire-Fighting Water 
Supplies Code of Practice SNZ PAS 
4509:2008, including one of the following: 

i) A static water supply of at least 45,000 
litres which is dedicated for fire fighting 
purposes and located within 90m of the 
fire risk; or 

j) A fixed static pick-up suction source 
located within 90m of the fire risk in 

 
6. The location of any building area relative 

to the natural hazards, heritage features 
and sensitive natural features and 
dominant ridgelines 

 
7. The provision of walking, cycle pathways 

and bridleways 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

accordance with Appendix B of SNZ PAS 
4509:2008; or 

k) At the time of construction, a minimum 
storage of 7,000 litres of water for fire 
fighting purposes should be provided to 
each habitable building connected to a 
domestic sprinkler installed in compliance 
with SNL PAS 4509:2008. 

l)  

2. Additional standards for the rural residential 
zone  

a) Subdivisions shall create lots with a 
minimum average area of 1ha across the 
subdivision and a minimum individual lot 
area of 4000m2. 

3. Additional standards for the rural dunes zone 

a) The subdivision of lots shall be developed 
into clusters of 12 or less with a maximum 
size of 1ha and a minimum of 6000m2 per 
lot. The balance of the land shall be held 
in a single lot; and 

b) A minimum average lot size of 4ha across 
the whole subdivision of shall be 
maintained; and 

c) The clustered lots shall be located on the 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

least suitable land for primary productive 
activities on the parent title; and  

d) All buildings, including habitable buildings 
in a cluster as a result of subdivision shall 
be located within 300m of each other 
when measured at the closest points of 
each building. If more than one cluster is 
proposed in one subdivision the clusters 
shall be clearly separate.  

4. Additional standards for the rural hills zone 

a) Subdivisions shall create lots with a 
minimum average of 20ha per lot across 
the subdivision and a minimum individual 
lot area of 1ha.  

5. Additional standards for the rural plains zone 

a) Subdivisions shall create lots with a 
minimum average area of 6ha across the 
subdivision and a minimum individual lot 
area of 1ha  

6. Additional standards for the Rural Eco-
Hamlet zone 

a) The minimum lot area shall be 4,000m2. 

b) The minimum average lot size shall be 
2ha. 

c) The maximum size of lots, excluding the 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

balance lots, shall be 1ha. 

d) A minimum of 60% of the total area of the 
hamlet shall be used for grazing, primary 
production activities or ecological 
purposes.  

e) A minimum 10 metre no build setback is 
incorporated each side of streams in the 
precinct (the extent of this is shown on the 
Structure Plan) and around ecological 
sites. 

f) The location of the building area on each 
lot and access shall ensure that buildings 
will not be visible when viewed from 
neighbouring lots (neighbours to the 
parent lot) of public roads (which are not 
created by the subdivision). 

g) Each new lot, including balance lots, shall 
carry an encumbrance on the title 
prohibiting further subdivision; specifying 
the building area and access limiting 
buildings to a clustered location. 

h) Two site plans shall be submitted to 
Council for approval; one detailing the 
existing situation and the other detailing 
the proposed subdivision development. 
The proposed subdivision development 
plan will show the no-build areas 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

consistent with the Structure Plan in 
Appendix 1. 

i) The parent lot shall have legal access 
from Ngarara Road, Smithfield Road, End 
Farm Road or any private vehicle 
accessways fronting these roads.  

j) Land which is only accessed via Greenhill 
Road or State Highway 1/Main Road 
North Waikanae, can be subdivided as a 
restricted discretionary activity once the 
new expressway is constructed and 
operational and the status of “state 
highway” has been revoked from State 
Highway 1 and handed back to Kāpiti 
Coast District Council as road controlling 
authority to manage as local road.  

Note: Given the safety issues with access 
onto SH1 from Greenhill Road and properties 
fronting the highway subdivision will be a non-
complying activity until the proposed 
expressway is constructed and operational 
and State highway l becomes a local road. 

9.   In the Paraparaumu North Rural Precinct 
each lot shall: 

a) Have a minimum area of 1hectare. 

b) The subdivision shall ave an average lot 
size greater than 2hectares, calculated on 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

the basis of the total area of the parent 
title lot of the subdivision. 

c) All lots adjacent to State Highway One 
shall have a 5m planted buffer along the 
State Highway One frontage. 

d) Each lot must have inalienable access to 
a legal road. 

Note: Further relevant standards relating to 
special features on the land can be found in 
chapters 3 and xxx 

 
3. Intensive farming, including 

intensive poultry, and intensive 
pig farming in all rural zones  

1. Activities shall be located at least: 
 

a) 50m from the nearest habitable building 
on any adjacent lot; and 

b) 20m from any road boundary 
 
2. No spray residue, odour or dust associated 

with the intensive activities shall be 
measurable at the boundary with any adjacent 
properties 

3. Buildings and structures shall be designed 
and located to screen the facility from public 
roads and dwellings on adjacent sites. 

4. Shall have adequate effluent disposal 

1. The imposition of conditions in 
accordance with section 108 of the RMA  

 
2. Effects on Ecology and biodiversity  

 
3. Noise effects 

 
4. Transport effects 

 
5. Nuisance effects 

 
6. Building bulk and location 

 
7. Cumulative effects 

 
8. Visual, character and amenity effects 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

systems to dispose of animal wastes from 
intensive farming.  
Note: Any discharge to land, air or water 

bodies may require a resource consent 
from the Wellington Regional Council. 
Applicants should contact the Regional 
Council to confirm whether or not a 
consent is required. 

 

 
 

4. Extractive activities including 
the removal of more than 
100m3 of topsoil and landfills 
in all rural zones.  

1. The quarry face shall not be within view of the 
residential zone or State Highway No.1 

2. The site shall be landscaped with the planting 
of vegetation with a minimum depth of 10 
metres on the boundary which is sufficient to 
screen the quarry from neighbouring 
properties 

3. A management and restoration plan for the 
site shall be submitted to the Council prior to 
commencing extraction. The plan shall include 
methods to avoid, remedy or mitigate visual, 
dust, noise and traffic effects and a plan to 
rehabilitate and revegetate the site on 
completion of the extraction. 

4. activities shall comply with relevant standards 
in chapter 3. 

1. Visual effects 
 
2. Traffic effects 
 
3. Nuisance effects 
 
4. Extent of earthworks 
 
5. Cumulative effects 
 
6. ecological effects 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
it  discretion  s

Ref. 

5.  Papakainga housing on 
Kāpiti Island. 

1. Minimum site area per residential unit - 
250m2.  

2. Minimum distance between dwellings shall be 
not less than 6m. This dimension may be 
reduced to not less than 3m if the design and 
layout of the building preserves the privacy of 
individual residential units.  

3. Each residential unit shall have an outdoor 
space of not less than 40m2 for its own 
individual use.  

4. Compliance with the “Kāpiti Island Permitted 
Activity Standards”.  

1. Design, location and layout of buildings 
 
2. Number of household units 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Effects on ecology and biodiversity  
 

 

6.  All buildings and activities 
in the Kukutauaki and 
Kawakahia Eco-Hamlets of 
the Ngarara Precinct where all 
discretionary activity standards 
for the Ngarara Precinct are 
complied with. 

The following standards apply: 
1. All dwellings and structures in the Kukutauaki 

Eco-Hamlet shall be setback from the 
boundary of the adjoining lots in Rutherford 
Drive by at least 10m and not exceed 8 
metres in height. 

2. Resource consent for development in the 
Kukutauaki Eco-Hamlet shall demonstrate 
that:  

a) A minimum 50 metre Open Space 
Wetland Buffer zone is incorporated 
around ecologically sensitive Kawakahia 

1. Effects on wetland habitat 
 
2. Building design and location 
 
3. Adequacy of wetland buffers 
 
4. Effects on indigenous flora and fauna 
 
5. Location and design of services 
 
6. Extent of earthworks 
 
7. result of geotechnical information 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M trict atters over which Council will res
its discretion  

Ref. 

wetlands (extent of this is shown on the 
Structure Plan);  

b) Adverse effects on indigenous flora and 
flora values and the ecological health of 
the ecological sites are avoided or 
minimised;  

c) Ownership and management structures 
for the Eco-Hamlet are defined and 
include all open space;  

d) An Environmental Management Plan is 
prepared that complies with Appendix 1 
and 2;  

e) The location and extent of building 
platforms and associated services are 
identified within each lot; 

f) Roading infrastructure and development 
of house lots are located outside buffer 
areas sensitive to existing dune 
topography and involves minimal 
earthworks;  

g) Waste control structures are fully 
contained to ensure no leakage or 
groundwater infiltration; and  

h) All stormwater discharges are 
appropriately treated prior to discharge to 
ground on site.  

 
8. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
9. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with section 108 of RMA 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

3. Development within Kawakahia Eco-Hamlet 
that adjoins the Kawakahia Wetland (K066) 
shall meet the following:  

a) An Open Space Wetland Buffer no less 
than 20m in width shall be established 
around wetlands and streams, a 50m 
minimum buffer is required for those 
areas shown as “Open Space Wetland 
Buffer (50m buffer)” on the Ngarara 
Structure Plan (Part D:10 Appendix 1) 
subject to an ecological assessment 
determining whether a wider buffer is 
required;  

b) For wetland buffers less than 50m in 
width, a 10m building setback from the 
inland boundary of the buffer is required: 
for wetland buffers 50m or greater in 
width, no building setback is required;  

c) No structures within Open Space Wetland 
Buffers except for structures associated 
with passive recreation and conservation 
activities;  

d) An Environmental Management Plan is 
prepared that complies with Appendix 1 
and 2 and sets out the management 
structure for open space areas;  

e) All wastewater shall be reticulated and all 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

waste control structures shall be fully 
contained to ensure no leakage or 
groundwater infiltration;  

f) No untreated stormwater shall be 
discharged to natural wetlands 

g) All stormwater discharges are 
appropriately treated prior to discharge to 
ground on site;  

h) Individual building platforms within each 
lot and associated services are defined; 
and 

i) Locally sourced indigenous species will 
be used for all planting.  

 
7.  Subdivision in the Ngarara 

Precinct of the Rural Eco-
Hamlet Zone (As shown in 
Appendix 2)  

 

1. Development shall be carried out in 
accordance with the Structure Plan and 
Management Principles for the Ngarara 
Precinct (Rural Environment Appendix 2 and 
3), provided the subdivision complies with the 
standards specified below: 

2. A maximum of 144 lots in the Precinct 
comprising of a maximum of 4 lots in the 
Kukutauaki Eco-Hamlet, 40 lots in the 
Ngapara Eco-Hamlet, 40 lots in the Lamberts 
Eco-Hamlet and 40 lots in the Smithfield Eco-
Hamlet and 20 lots or accommodation units in 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
and earthworks 

 
2. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
 
3. The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with chapter 12 of this plan. 
 
4. The imposition of conditions (in 

accordance with sections 108 and 220 of 
the Resource Management Act.) 

 
5. Vehicle access points onto legal road 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

the Kawakahia Retreat . 

3. Compliance with General Standards for 
subdivision in 10 above 

4. Each new lot, including balance lots, shall 
carry an encumbrance on the title prohibiting 
further subdivision beyond the maximum 
number specified for the Eco Hamlet; and 
specifying a building area (capable of 
containing a 20m diameter circle) and access 
limiting buildings to a clustered location. 

5. It shall be demonstrated in terms of AS/NZS 
1547:2000 that on-site domestic effluent 
disposal is suitable for each proposed lot or 
multiple lots 

6. Subdivision of the Kukutauaki, and Kawakahia 
Eco-Hamlets shall be accompanied by an 
assessment of the ecological health of the 
Kawakahia Wetland by a suitably qualified 
person and shall demonstrate that there will 
be no adverse impacts on this regionally 
significant wetland. 

7. Implementation of the integrated transport 
assessment results including the provision of 
foot and cycle pathways and the provision of 

including the State Highway Network and 
any effects on the transport network  

 
6. The location of any associated building 

site(s) relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and sensitive 
natural features 

 
7. Any easement or other legal mechanism 

required for legal access 
 
8. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
 
9. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
10. Design, size, shape and location of 

reserves and esplanades 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

access for public transport to the satisfaction 
of the Council and New Zealand Transport 
Agency. 

8. Development including 
subdivision which is 
undertaken in accordance with 
the Development Incentive 
Guideline set out in Natural 
Environment Appendix 3.1  

1. The amount of development proposed shall 
not exceed or proceed earlier than the 
stipulations in the guideline. 

1. The scale of biodiversity , energy or water 
quality benefits created by the proposal 

 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed building and structures 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 
4. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
5. Traffic effects 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
 

 

9. Development within the 
Visually Sensitive Areas of the 
Waikanae North and Ōtaki 
North Eco-Hamlet zone 

1. Compliance with the Permitted Activity 
Standards for development in the rural zones 
and the Waikanae North and Ōtaki North Eco 
Hamlet zone. 

1. Ecological or biodiversity effects 
 
2. Layout, size, design and location of 

proposed building and structures 
 
3. Visual, character and amenity effects 
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Rule 7A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M l restrict atters over which Council wil
its discretion  

Ref. 

2. All buildings to use as exterior materials: 

a) Natural stone; or 

b) Natural timber provided any stains and 
protectants used do not contain colorants 
to change the natural colour of the timber 
(for example, to green or red); or 

c) Another material painted or finished in 
visually muted, recessive colours, from 
British Standard 5252 A01 to C40 
inclusive, with a reflective value of 60% or 
less. 

 

3. Any building or fence constructed or clad in 
metal, or material with reflective surfaces, is 
painted or otherwise coated with a non-
reflective finish and be at least 50% visually 
permeable. For the avoidance of doubt 
glazing is excluded from this standard 

4. Building shall be no more than 6m in height. 

 
4. Adequacy of site investigations 
 
5. Suitability of the site for the proposed 

activity 
 
6. Proposed mitigation, remediation or 

ongoing management measures 
 
7. Effect on natural character values 
 
8. Cumulative effects 
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Rule7A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. All activities which are not PERMITTED, CONTROLLED, DISCRETIONARY or PROHIBITED or which does not comply with two or 

more permitted or controlled activity or one or more restricted discretionary activity standards in all rural zones. 
 

 

2. Further roadside stalls/retail outlets fronting State Highway 1 or roads where traffic volumes exceed 10,000 vpd. 
 

 

3. Subdivision of land in the Future Urban Development Zone shown on District Planning Maps a structure plan for the zone has been 
developed and included as an appendix to this plan.   

 

 

4. Subdivision in any rural zone which does not comply with one or more of the controlled or restricted discretionary activity subdivision 
standards. 

 

 

5. Intensive farming, including intensive pigs and poultry, in the Water Collection Areas – (Waitohu, Waikanae and Smith’s Creek), as 
shown on the District Planning Maps. 

 

 

6. Commercial helicopter operations in all rural zones. 
 

 

7. Second or subsequent household units on any lot in all rural zones 
 

 

8. Industrial or commercial activities which are not home occupations or ancillary to primary production activities in all rural zones 
 

 

9. Earthworks on slopes of more than 28 degrees or Within 20 metres of a waterbody, (including wetlands) and coastal water 
 

 

10. Planting and harvesting of forestry not complying with one or more permitted activity or controlled activity standards  
 

 

11. New roads including associated infrastructure and new and relocatable structures within the visually sensitive areas of the Waikanae 
North Eco-Hamlet Precinct that does not comply with the Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards. 

 

 

12. Any subdivision of land within the Eco-Hamlet Zone which will have access off Greenhill Road or Stage Highway 1 until the proposed 
expressway is constructed and operational and the status of “state highway” has been revoked from State Highway 1 and handed 
back to Kāpiti Coast District Council as road controlling authority to manage as local road. 

 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 -[7-49] - Notified 29 November 2012 
 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan    Rural Environment 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 -[7-50] - Notified 29 November 2012 
 

 
 

Rule 7A.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Prohibited Activities Ref. 
1. New roads including associated infrastructure and new and relocatable structures which are located up to 3m below or are above the 

Visually Dominant Ridgelines (as identified on the structure plan for Waikanae North (and Ōtaki North) Eco-Hamlet Zone in Rural 
Environment Appendix 4 and 5). 

  

 

2. Subdivision which creates new rural residential lots in the Peka Peka North Rural Residential Precinct and on sites where average lot 
sizes have been applied and an encumberance has been placed on the title to prevent further subdivision. 
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7.2 2 Rural Environment Appendices- in Volume 3 
 
The following Rural Environment appendices can be found in volume 3 of this plan. 
 
Appendix 1: Peka Peka North Rural Residential Precinct 
Appendix 2: Ngarara Precinct Structure Plan  
Appendix 3: Ngarara Precinct Management Principles  
Appendix 4: Waikanae North Eco Hamlet Zone Structure Plan 
Appendix 5: Ōtaki North Eco Hamlet Structure Plan  
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8 Open Space  
 
This chapter primarily implements five Objectives 2.2 (Ecology & Biodiversity), 2.8 
(Strong Communities), 2.9 (Landscape), 2.11 (Character and Amenity) and 2.18 
(Open Spaces / Active Communities), as set out in Chapter 2. The following 
objectives are also relevant to resource management issues in the Open Space 
Environment: 
 
 2.1  (Tangata Whenua ) 
 2.4  (Coastal Environment) 
 2.13 (Infrastructure and Services) 
 2.14 (Access and Transport) 
 2.16 (Economic Vitality) 
 2.19 (Urban Design) 
 2.20 (Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Conservation) 

 
 

Introduction 
The provisions of this chapter pertain to the existing and potential future open spaces in 
Kāpiti.  They not only apply to areas which are zoned Open Space, but also to areas – for 
example identified growth areas – which may provide new open space infrastructure in 
the future.  The provisions should also be taken into account where new subdivision or 
development is proposed in other areas which may affect open space areas. 
 
The Council will take a leadership role in the delivery of a rich and diverse network of 
open spaces in Kāpiti; however, other public organisations, private entities, developers 
and individuals also play important roles in the provision, development and maintenance 
of open spaces.  The need for new and better open spaces is directly linked with 
population and employment growth and development in the District; and accordingly, 
publicly and privately initiated development must be undertaken in a manner that achieves 
the relevant objectives for open space areas.  The policies below are the primary means 
by which all of these stakeholders are to implement those relevant objectives.  
 
 
 

8.1 District-wide Provisions 
Although there are specific provisions that apply to areas zoned Open Space in the 
District (Section 8.2 below), the following District-wide considerations shall also apply 
across all zones in order to achieve a rich and diverse network of open spaces.   
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8.1.1 Policies 
 
 

Policy 8.1 – Accessibility Reference 

Subdivision, landuse and development will be undertaken in a manner which 
enables all urban residences to have access to public open space within a 
distance of 400 metres. 

Objective 
2.18 

 
Explanation 
The Kāpiti District’s urban residential areas are characterised by a mixture of housing 
densities, including variations in the area, orientation and characteristics of on-site open 
space provided with each household.  Public open spaces are essential assets for urban 
residents, enabling opportunities for active and passive recreation, socialising and 
community interaction that cannot be achieved on most private properties in the urban 
area.  Accordingly these places should be distributed throughout the District in a manner 
that enables all urban residents to have access to one or more open spaces within 400 
metres (or roughly a 5-minute walk).  This figure is based on current best practice and has 
been adopted within Council’s Open Space Strategy (2012) following consultation with the 
Community. 
 
This policy has a number of implications for the Council as a main provider and manager 
of open spaces.  Some existing urban areas, for example, are underserved with public 
open space.  Opportunities may be taken in the future to acquire private land to remedy 
this shortcoming.  Moreover, the Council – in its role as development manager – must 
ensure that new development takes into account the need for urban residents to be well 
served with open spaces.  This may include requirements for new open space areas in 
new greenfield developments, or well-designed active transport connections from such 
developments to existing open spaces nearby.  Gated communities and other large 
developments which are characterised by limited (or no) public accessibility or 
permeability will not be supported unless they address the impact these limitations have 
on the ease of access to public open spaces for residents outside these areas and, in turn 
the ability for such developments to achieve this policy.  
 
 
 

Policy 8.2 – Parks and new development Reference 

Objective 
2.18 

A. New publicly accessible neighbourhood parks which are of a size, shape and 
location that meet the open space and recreational needs of the Community 
will be provided within new subdivisions; and 

  
B. New parks or upgrades to existing parks will be provided for to accommodate 

open space and recreational demand created by infill housing. 
 
Explanation 
This policy is complementary to other open space policies relating to accessibility and 
reserve contributions.  In order to achieve an urban environment where all residents have 
access to a park or open space within 400 metres of home (as per Policy 8.1), new 
development areas and large subdivisions need to provide new open space infrastructure 
in addition to housing areas and other proposed uses.   
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It is also important that any new parks in these areas are located within the wider area in 
a manner that maximises accessibility and safety, whilst also being designed (in terms of 
size and shape) to be fit for purpose.  Isolated, misshapen or undersized reserves should 
be avoided as they may fail to adequately meet the essential recreational and open space 
needs of the local community.  These issues can generally be managed through structure 
planning, or concept planning for larger developments; but in areas where such 
techniques are not employed, Council will use its discretion at the time of subdivision to 
ensure appropriate outcomes.  
 
The Policy also works in conjunction with Policy 8.8 to ensure that any new 
neighbourhood park is going to be designed and developed to best meet the wide range 
of recreational and open space needs of the Community.  This includes specific 
consideration of how large the park should be, its physical characteristics and its 
accessibility (among other matters).  For example, one neighbourhood may benefit most 
from a larger Conservation/Scenic reserve, while another neighbourhood may be better 
served by a small local park.  Collectively, Policy 8.2 and 8.8 ensure this level of 
consideration is given for new development areas when deciding the best way to meet the 
Community’s needs. 
 
In areas where infill development occurs, it may be difficult to acquire new parks or 
reserves to service the increased population.  Nevertheless, there may be opportunities to 
enhance or upgrade existing facilities in the vicinity of infill development to enable the 
needs of existing and new residents to be met. 
 
 
 

Policy 8.3 – Reserve contributions Reference 

Objective 
2.18 
 
 

Reserve contributions in cash or land will be required as a condition of subdivision 
and development and will be used for acquisition, protection and enhancement of 
areas of cultural, ecological or amenity value, as well as the acquisition, creation 
and improvement of recreation resources and facilities for organised, active and/or 
passive recreation as part of the wider public open space network.  Contributions 
will be taken in accordance with the provisions set out in Section 12.1. of the Plan. 

 

 
Explanation 
Reserve contributions recognise that additional demand for open space and recreational 
land is an effect of subdivision and development. Contributions can be in the form of land 
(where such provision is appropriate) or cash (where, for example, the local area is 
already well served for open spaces). 
 
As the District’s population continues to grow, there is an on-going need for more land to 
be provided to satisfy open space and recreational needs, and to protect areas of cultural, 
ecological and amenity value as part of the wider public open space network.  The 
resource consent and financial contributions processes provide the opportunity for the 
Council and applicants to reach agreement on the nature of contribution that is 
appropriate under the given circumstances.   This will enable the Council, as provider and 
manager of open spaces in the District, to ensure suitable open space areas are provided 
to best meet the Community’s needs. 
 
This policy works in conjunction with Policies 8.1 and 8.2 as the primary means to 
manage the open space demands generated by new growth and development. The 
provisions of Chapter 12, which pertain to Financial Contributions, should also be read in 
tandem with these first three policies of Chapter 8.  
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Policy 8.4 – Esplanades Reference 

New subdivision, land use and development will be undertaken in a manner that 
protects the conservation values, recreational opportunities and public access to 
and along the margins of rivers and the coast through the provision of esplanade 
reserves, esplanade strips and access strips in appropriate locations and of 
appropriate sizes and widths to suit their purpose.   

Objectives 
2.1 & 2.18 
 
 

 
Explanation 
The Resource Management Act requires that the Council recognise and provide for the 
maintenance and enhancement of public access to rivers, lakes, streams and the coastal 
marine area and to preserve the natural character of these areas.  Esplanades are a key 
implementation tool to achieve this end.  Schedule 8.1 of this chapter sets out the criteria 
for the provision of esplanade reserves, including potential waivers or reductions.   
 
 
 
 

Policy 8.5 – Active transport and connectivity Reference 

Council will ensure the continued development and maintenance of a public 
cycleway, walkway and bridleway network as part of the wider open space network 
in co-operation with relevant stakeholders, linking residential areas with open 
space, schools, commercial and community facilities, public transport nodes and 
important natural areas. 

Objectives 
2.8, 2.14 & 
2.18  
 

 
Explanation 
Improving and extending active transport accessibility and connectivity has multiple 
benefits for the health, well-being, identity and resilience of the Community.  Open space 
areas are not only key destinations for many active transport users, but also often provide 
essential transport connections to other important locations throughout the District. 
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 11.40… 
  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [8-4] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Open Space 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [8-5] - Notified 29 November 2012 

 
Figure 8.1: Kāpiti’s Cycleway, Walkway & Bridleway Network  

 
Kāpiti is already well served by a network of cycleways, walkways and bridleways; 
however, as subdivision and development occurs in Kāpiti, and as new open space areas 
and local purpose reserves are created, it is important that this network is expanded and 
enhanced. 
 
 
 

Policy 8.6 – Amenity Values Reference 

Objectives 
2.1, 2.2, 
2.9, 2.11 & 
2.18 

A. New subdivision, land use and development of reserves and areas of 
significant scenic, ecological, cultural, scientific and national importance will 
provide for the intrinsic amenity value of these areas, including (but not 
limited to) values associated with: 

i. a sense of openness and visual relief from more intensive urban areas;  
ii. indigenous vegetation;  
iii. significant landforms; and  
iv. natural character. 

 
B. New subdivision, use and development of land outside of the areas identified 

in (A.) above will be undertaken in a manner that does not compromise the 
intrinsic amenity values of those areas. 

 

 
Explanation 
Open spaces and reserves are major contributors to the Kāpiti District’s character and to 
the amenity shared by the District’s residents and visitors.  For the most part, these places 
are characterised by the presence of few buildings, providing spatial relief from the more 
urbanised areas of the District. The openness afforded by these areas can be enjoyed in 
myriad ways, from near and afar. 
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In development of open spaces should be undertaken in a manner that recognises these 
areas’ contribution to amenity values and, where possible, enhances the relationship 
between people and the District’s valued natural features.  Development that occurs in 
other areas which might affect open spaces should likewise be undertaken in a way that 
does not undermine the amenity values afforded by those open spaces. 
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 3.4 (Enhancement) 
 
 

Policy 8.7 – Covenants and balance lots Reference 

New subdivision, use and development may provide for privately-owned and/or 
managed reserves, open space covenants, ecological preserves and other areas 
where building is restricted, provided that they are effectively managed and safe 
for end users. 

Objectives 
2.1, 2.2, 
2.9, 2.11, 
& 2.18. 

 
Explanation 
In some instances, landowners or developers may choose to retain areas of land for the 
purposes of providing open space and/or natural reserves for private use or for limited use 
by the public.  Likewise, these areas may be required as a condition of development in 
order to preserve the general openness of an area.  These areas may be administered by 
individual land owners, bodies corporate, environmental interest groups (for example 
Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of New Zealand), and other statutory bodies (for 
example QEII National Trust) among others.  
 
The Council will generally support this type of land use, though it may not elect to 
purchase or manage areas used for such purposes.  Exceptions to this support may arise 
where insufficient management structures may lead to unsafe environments for users of 
these areas, or where development of the areas is of a scale and/or intensity which is 
inappropriate to its context.   
 
For the avoidance of doubt, such covenants and balance lots are not part of the public 
open space network. They are not included as part of any calculation of reserve 
contributions, and will not be acquired by Council as part of any such contribution.  The 
Council may, however, acquire some land within an area identified as a balance lot or 
covenanted private open space for public open spaces.   
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 3.3 (Protection, 3.4 (Enhancement) 
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8.2 Zone-specific Provisions 

 
Zone Descriptions 
The Kāpiti District’s open spaces are contained mainly within one of the following four 
zones, based around their individual functions and characteristics: 
 

 Open Space (Recreation) Zone; 
 Open Space (Local Parks) Zone; 
 Open Space (Conservation and Scenic) Zone; and 
 Private Recreation and Leisure Zone. 

 
While some open space areas serve multiple purposes, the general character of all open 
space zones is defined by the relatively low presence of buildings and structures and by 
the presence of areas that facilitate passive and active recreation.  To best manage the 
resource management issues unique to the District’s various open spaces, three distinct 
public Open Space Zones and one private Zone are used in the District Plan as set out 
below. 
 

 
Public Open Space Zones 
 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone 
The Open Space (Recreation) Zone comprises the District’s sportsgrounds and 
destination parks and has a primary focus on enabling active & passive recreation and 
leisure activities.  These areas are typically larger reserves that residents and visitors are 
willing to travel to from further afield than the immediately surrounding neighbourhood.  
Destination parks, in particular, tend to be characterised by location-specific, appealing 
recreational assets and high levels of amenity, often with distinct landscape features and 
plantings.  Sportsgrounds are purpose-built for active recreation and can also serve as 
suitable venues for temporary activities such as fairs, festivals and the like.   
 
While open spaces are generally characterised by openness and the relatively low 
presence of buildings and structures, it is recognised that these features can enhance 
recreational amenity.  Provision is made in the Open Space (Recreation) Zone for a built 
scale and intensity that can both enhance recreational amenity and retain general open 
space character.  

 
Open Space (Local Parks) Zone 
The Open Space (Local Parks) Zone contains local neighbourhood parks, cemeteries and 
some active transport corridors.  These areas are typically smaller than their counterparts 
in the Open Space (Recreation) Zone and are provided primarily to serve local, day-to-
day open space, cultural and recreational needs.  In general, they are easily accessible to 
surrounding neighbourhoods, comprise well maintained urban reserves with flat or gently 
sloping topography, and may include a playground, seating, paths and amenity planting.  
In addition, the zone includes the District’s public cemeteries and local pedestrian and 
cycle facilities, which provide connections through urban areas and to points of interest. 
 
These areas generally contain fewer and smaller buildings than found in the Open Space 
(Recreation) Zone.   
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Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) Zone 
The Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) Zone comprises sites which are generally in a 
highly natural state, and often comprise very large areas of land – for example, Kāpiti 
Island and Tararua Forest Park.   Landscape and conservation values are of particular 
importance for the zone; however there are several opportunities for active and passive 
recreation within these sites as well.  Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) zoned land 
typically contains very low concentrations of buildings relative to land area. 
 
The zone also contains several areas of land currently and/or historically used for 
production forestry.  These uses which have been lawfully established prior to 29 
November 2012 will be able to continue to operate in the zone under existing use rights; 
however future production forestry activities will need to be assessed in terms of the 
potential effects the activity will have on landscape and ecological values, transport 
networks and land stability. 
 
 
Private Recreation and Leisure Zone 
The Private Recreation and Leisure Zone comprises the District’s golf courses and a 
number of other privately-owned facilities which contribute to the Kāpiti District’s overall 
open space and recreation resource.  As in the Open Space Zones, sites in the Private 
Recreation & Leisure Zone have a low concentration and scale of buildings; however, the 
Plan provisions relating to this zone recognise the fact that both the private ownership and 
the specialised use of these areas differ from the District’s public open spaces.  
Accordingly, the Plan allows for greater flexibility in the scale and nature of development 
in the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone. Notwithstanding this, development of these 
areas is anticipated to be sympathetic to adjoining areas, and in keeping with the overall 
purpose of the zone to provide recreation, leisure and open space amenity opportunities 
for the District. 
 
 
 

8.2.1 Policies 

 

Policy 8.8 – Recreational Activities Reference 

Subdivision, use and development of land in Open Space Zones and the Private 
Recreation and Leisure Zone will recognise and provide for the Community’s wide 
range of recreational needs. 

Objectives 
2.8 & 2.18 

 
Explanation 
The Kāpiti District’s population is characterised by a diverse mix of cultures, age groups, 
and socioeconomic conditions.  Open spaces should be equally diverse to cater to a 
multitude of recreational interests.  This should include consideration of both passive 
(walking or picnicking for example) and active recreational needs (including sports fields, 
skate parks and so on).  In addition, the distribution of areas provided for these activities 
is an important consideration to ensure that accessibility to a variety of local recreational 
options can be achieved.   
 
As a finite resource, open spaces are limited in terms of their ability to be everything to 
everyone, and so a balance will need to be struck between competing recreational needs 
where open spaces are subdivided, used and developed.   
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Policy 8.9 – Activities (General) Reference 

Objectives 
2.8, 2.9, 
2.11 & 
2.18 

Activities in the Open Space Zones that may result in adverse environmental 
effects will be avoided unless:  

a)  the activities meet the recreational and/or open space needs of the 
Community; and  

b)  the associated effects will be remedied or mitigated. 
 
Where such activities are proposed in open space zones, specific consideration 
will be given to: 

(i) the extent to which the activity provides a recreational or open space value 
(including cultural values) that is not available or which is underprovided 
within the identified catchment area for the activity; 

(ii) the appropriateness and effectiveness of any mitigation or remediation 
measures proposed, including the need (if any) for ongoing or regular 
management; 

(iii) the appropriateness of the particular open space in which the activity is 
proposed, including whether it is better suited to an alternative location; 

(iv) whether or not the activity would preclude future adaptive uses of the open 
space area; and 

(v) whether or not the activity would unduly limit or preclude public access. 

 

 
Explanation 
In general, it is expected that activities in open space areas should not be undertaken if 
they would lead to adverse environmental impacts; however, the importance of enabling 
community well-being through the provision of a wide range of recreational and other 
open space activities must also be recognised. Some recreational activities, such as 
mountain biking or four-wheel driving, are highly valued pastimes but can alter drainage 
paths or lead to erosion.  Noisy activities and activities that limit access to and through 
open spaces can also affect the ability of the general public to enjoy these areas.  More 
‘intense’ uses should only be provided for in the open space network where they meet 
recreational or other open space needs and where they are undertaken in locations and in 
a manner in which the effects associated with them can be remedied or mitigated to an 
appropriate extent.   
 
Some recreational activities could entail alterations to the open space environment which 
might prove to be a hindrance to a future change in use.  Activities which are difficult or 
costly to adapt should generally be discouraged in open space areas, particularly as the 
recreational needs of the Community are ever-changing. 
 
The matters outlined in points (i) through (v) will be considered for resource consent 
applications to determine if a proposed activity is appropriate for the relevant open space 
zone. 
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 3.1 (Ecosystem Services), 3.3 (Protection), 
3.5 (Environmental off-setting) … 
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Policy 8.10 – Buildings and Structures Reference 

Objectives 
2.8, 2.9, 
2.11 & 
2.18 

New buildings and structures will be designed, located and constructed in a 
manner which does not reduce the overall quality of the District's Open Space 
Zones, while recognising that some buildings and structures can enhance 
recreational and open space values.    
 
Where new buildings or structures are proposed in open space zones, specific 
consideration will be given to: 
 

a) the appropriateness – including the relationship to the surrounding 
environment – of the purpose, number, size and location of new buildings and 
structures; 

b) the extent to which any building or structure – including its design and 
appearance – positively contributes to, or detracts from, recreational and 
open space amenity, and cultural, ecological and landscape values; 

c) whether any proposed building or structure unduly precludes or limits public 
access; 

d) any cumulative effects, including from proliferation of buildings and 
structures in a given open space area; 

e) the extent to which any building or structure is necessary to ensure effective 
operation, maintenance, upgrading or development of the electricity 
transmission network; and 

f) the extent to which any building or structure may be appropriate for the 
development, operation, or upgrading of small and community-scale 
renewable electricity generation facilities. 

 
Explanation 
A defining characteristic of open space areas is the relatively low occurrence of buildings 
and structures.  Notwithstanding this, some of these features – such as toilets, changing 
rooms, clubrooms, play equipment and so on – can enhance the level of amenity enjoyed 
by open space users.  Accordingly, buildings and structures of an appropriate size, scale 
and distribution that support recreational and other open space values should be provided 
for. 
 
Open spaces can also play a role in the efficient development, maintenance, operation 
and protection of buildings and structures associated with important social and physical 
infrastructure.  Nationally significant matters, such as the electricity transmission network 
and renewable energy generation facilities may be provided for within open space areas, 
provided they do not compromise the overall quality of these areas. 
 
The matters outlined in points (a) through (f) will be considered for resource consent 
applications to determine if a proposed building or structure is appropriate for the relevant 
open space zone. 
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Policy 8.11 – Subdivision Reference 

Objectives 
2.11 & 
2.18 

Inappropriate subdivision of land in open space zones will be avoided.   
 
Where any subdivision is proposed in open space zones, specific consideration 
will be given to: 

a) the appropriateness of the resulting size, shape and location of allotments, 
including balance lots; 

b) the extent to which adequate public access is maintained to and through 
the allotments; 

c) whether or not the subdivision would positively contribute to, or detract 
from, recreational and open space amenity, and cultural, ecological and 
landscape values; 

d) the extent to which the subdivision could affect adjacent properties and/or 
lawfully established activities; and 

e) the extent to which the subdivision is necessary to enable the efficient 
functioning of network utilities, including renewable energy generation 
facilities. 

 

 
Explanation 
Subdivision of open space land is relatively uncommon.  Given the general predisposition 
for open spaces to be publicly owned, and given the importance of these areas for 
community amenity and well-being, subdivision of open spaces is rare and can have 
potentially significant ramifications on the ability of the public to use these places as 
intended.  To this end, the Council will actively manage any subdivision in these areas to 
ensure potentially significant adverse effects associated with subdivision are avoided. 
 
The matters outlined in points (a) through (e) will be considered for resource consent 
applications to determine if a proposed subdivision is appropriate for the relevant open 
space zone. 
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 3.1 (Ecosystem Services), 3.3 
(Protection)… 
 
 
 

Policy 8.12 – Safety Reference 

Subdivision, land use and development in the Open Space Zones will be designed 
and developed in a manner that provides for the safety of users and neighbouring 
communities, including via consideration of the principles set out in Appendix XX - 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines. 

Objectives 
2.8, 2.18 & 
2.19 

 
 
Explanation 
Open spaces are generally characterised by high accessibility, providing people with the 
ability to move through these places with relatively free right of access.  Given this 
attribute, there is a responsibility to ensure open space areas are safe for people to use.  
This not only includes such considerations as the suitability of playground equipment and 
other structures, but also relates to the manner in which open spaces are located and 
developed with respect to surrounding areas, including their size, shape, lighting and 
physical character.  
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The Council’s Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines (see 
Appendix XX) outline a number of principles to facilitate the development of safe public 
environments, and should be referred to for the subdivision, use and development of the 
District’s open spaces. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 8.13 – Indigenous Biodiversity Reference 

Opportunities to enhance indigenous biodiversity will be identified and 
implemented through the subdivision, use and development of Open Space Zones. 

Objectives 
2.1, 2.2 & 
2.18 

 
Explanation 
Virtually all open space areas are complemented by landscaping or planting to some 
degree.  Many of these areas are dedicated scenic or ecological reserves, with a primary 
purpose of preserving indigenous vegetation and/or providing natural habitats for 
indigenous fauna, while other areas feature only small areas of landscaping or amenity 
planting. 
 
Section 6(c) of the Resource Management Act identifies the protection of significant 
indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna as a matter of national 
importance.  The Act also identifies (at section 31) that a key function of all territorial 
authorities in New Zealand is the maintenance of indigenous biodiversity.  ‘Protection’ and 
‘maintenance’ in this instance should not be limited to ‘preservation,’ but should include 
the improvement of the biological diversity of the District.  Open spaces can provide 
considerable opportunities for new or enhanced environments for indigenous flora and 
fauna, and developing these opportunities will be an important means of protecting 
ecological values in Kāpiti. 
 
This Policy works in conjunction with Policies 3.4 (Enhancement) 
 
 
 

Policy 8.14 – Food Production & Renewable Energy Reference 

Opportunities for food production and community-scale renewable energy 
generation facilities may be identified and developed in the Open Space zones in a 
manner which does not significantly affect the core ecological, recreational, 
cultural and other amenity values associated with open spaces. 

Objectives 
2.1, 2.8, 
2.9, 2.11, 
2.13, 2.18 
& 2.20 

 
 
Explanation 
Providing for a wide range of environments for food production in the District enables the 
Community to be more resilient to potential price shocks associated with energy supply 
challenges, as well as environmental and economic system shocks and stresses.  To this 
end, food production should not be limited to the District’s rural areas, nor to private 
gardens in residential environments.  Many open spaces provide viable options for 
community gardens, orchards and other edible/medicinal plant growing opportunities. 
 
Similarly, open space areas can potentially provide for local and community scale 
renewable energy generation facilities, provided that the potential effects of such facilities 
on recreational and amenity values and open space character is of an appropriately minor 
nature and scale. 
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By enabling local food and energy production at an appropriate scale and in appropriate 
locations in the open space network, community resilience and well-being (including 
through increased opportunities for community interaction) will be improved in a manner 
that does not compromise amenity.   
 
 

Policy 8.15 – Private Recreation and Leisure Zone Reference 

Objectives 
2.11, 2.16, 
2.18  

Development of private open spaces and recreational facilities will be provided for 
in the Private Recreation and Leisure Zone where the development: 

a) is of an appropriate scale, intensity and location relative to its context; and 
b) is ancillary to the recreational, open space and/or leisure activities which 

predominate on the site(s); 
 

 

 
 
Explanation 
A number of privately owned facilities provide substantial open space, recreational and 
leisure opportunities for residents and visitors in Kāpiti.  These include golf courses, 
bowling greens, and ecological reserves to name a few.   
 
These areas increase the variety of resources available to the community for healthy 
recreation, and offer relief from surrounding urban areas in many instances.  Subdivision, 
use and development of these areas is not necessarily anticipated to be equivalent in 
scale or intensity to publicly owned open spaces and so increased use and development 
flexibility is provided for in these privately owned areas. Notwithstanding this distinction, 
where new development is proposed in private recreation and leisure areas, it should 
respect the nature of the built and natural environment in the local vicinity.  Moreover, new 
development in these areas should support their recreation and/or leisure function so as 
to enhance open space values. 
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8.2.2 Rules and Standards 

 
Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to 
Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary 
Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Recreation, community and cultural activities 
(including ancillary retailing) that meet permitted 
standards 

 ●      

Recreation, community and cultural activities  
(including ancillary retailing) that do not meet 
permitted standards 

    ● ●  

 ●      Lighting that meets permitted standards 

    ●   Lighting that does not meet permitted standards 

Activities on Kāpiti Island and off shore islands 
that meet permitted standards 

 ●      
Activities on Kāpiti Island and off shore islands 
that do not meet permitted standards 

    ●   
Harvesting activities associated with plantation 
forestry that meet permitted standards  ●      
Harvesting activities associated with plantation 
forestry that do not meet permitted standards 
and any other new plantation forestry activity. 

   ●  ●  

New buildings and structures, or 
additions/alterations, minor works or demolition 
of existing buildings that meet standards. 

 ●      

New buildings and structures, or 
additions/alterations or minor works to existing 
buildings that do not meet standards. 

    ●   

In the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone, 
recreational and leisure activities, and ancillary 
activities that meet permitted standards. 

 ●      

In the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone, 
activities that are not ancillary to recreation and 
leisure activities. 

    ●   

In the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone, 
recreational and leisure activities, and ancillary 
activities that do not meet permitted standards 

    ●   

Species protection and conservation 
management works 

 ●      
Flood protection, erosion control, stormwater 
management and natural hazard mitigation 
works in the Open Space (Recreation), (Local 
Parks) and (Conservation & Scenic) Zones. 

 ●      

Community / mara kai gardens in the Open 
Space (Recreation) and (Local Parks) Zones. 

 ●      
 ●      Landscaping 

Boundary adjustments and minor subdivision 
that meets standards 

  ●     
Subdivision  in the Otaki South Precinct    ●    
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision not a controlled activity under Rule 
5.2.1 or a Restricted Discretionary Activity under 
Rule 5.3.2 

    ●   

Dwellings in the Private Recreation and Leisure 
Zone that meet standards 

   ●    
Dwellings in the Private Recreation and Leisure 
Zone that do not meet standards      ●  
Any industrial or commercial activity      ●  
Any factory farming activity      ●  
The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, 
boat, caravan or material for the purposes of 
sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution with the 
Council 

     ●  
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Rule 8.0. Applicability of Rules 8.1 – 8.5 
 
Rules 8.1 to 8.5 shall apply only to land and activities within the Open Space Zones and the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, where a site comprises more than one zoning, the provisions of each zone shall be considered.  Unless otherwise specified, 
all rules, standards and matters of control/discretion shall apply to all Open Space Zones and the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone.  Where 
there is a conflict between any rule or standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:  [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 8.1 to 8.5 for any activity in the Open Space Zones and the Private 

Recreation & Leisure Zone, attention is also drawn to the rules:  
[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 that apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example transport and 

hazardous substances; and 
[b] in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 

Heritage items.  
 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

  
 [2] Section 4(3) of the Resource Management Act 1991 limits the application of the following rules and standards in relation to some 

works or activities of the Crown. 
 
 

Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary, 
Non-Complying or Prohibited 
activities and comply with all 
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

permitted activity standards in 
this chapter and all permitted 
activity standards under Rules 
3A.1, 3B.1, 4A.1, 4B.1 9D.1, 
9E.1, 9F.1, 9G.1, 9H.1, 10A.1, 
11A.1, 11B.1, 11C.1, 12A.1, 
12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1. 

 
2. In the Open Space 

(Recreation, Local Parks, and 
Conservation and Scenic) 
Zones, recreation, community 
and cultural activities, including 
ancillary retailing. 

 

1. Ancillary retailing shall not: 
a. be located within the Open Space (Local Parks) or Open Space (Conservation and 

Scenic) Zone; 
b. exceed 10m2 retail floor space for any one retailing activity; or 
c. exceed 50m2 retail floor space for any site 

 
Note –  while recreation, community and cultural activities are provided for as a permitted activity, 

these land use activities are also subject to all other permitted activities in the Plan that 
apply across the District (for example, in relation to noise, Historic Heritage, the Natural 
Environment, and so on).  Attention is drawn to the relevant provisions in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 
10, 11 and 12. 

 

 

3. Lighting  1. Any lighting shall be directed so that spill of light will be contained within the boundaries of the 
site.  Light level from the activity on the site shall not exceed 10 lux, measured 1.5 metres 
inside the boundary of any adjoining property.  This standard does not apply to streetlighting on 
roads. 
 

2. Light levels for pedestrian/cycleways and carparks shall be lit at a minimum of 10 lux. 
 

 

 

4. Activities on Kāpiti Island and 
off shore islands 

 

1. Any activity shall comply with the permitted activity standards under Rule 7.1.6 
 

Policy 7.18 
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
5. Harvesting activities 

associated with plantation 
forestry 

 

1. No more than 10ha of any contiguous area used for plantation forestry shall be harvested in 
any one calendar year. 

 
2. No harvesting of plantation forestry shall be undertaken within 20 metres of any river whose 

bed has an average width of 3 metres or more where the river flows through or adjoins the 
forestry plantation. 

 
3. Each property containing a plantation forest activity shall have a vehicle access designed and 

built for the entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles and shall meet the following minimum 
requirements: 
i) 2.5 metres in width 
ii) 2.8 metres in height clearance (i.e. clear from vegetation, buildings and structures.) 
 

4. A fire plan shall be completed for all forestry blocks prior to harvesting by the forest owner or 
harvesting company and certified by the Council’s Rural Fire Officer prior to commencing any 
plantation forest harvesting. 

 
Advice Note: Council will accept, as compliance with this standard, activities which are 

demonstrated to be consistent with the New Zealand Environmental Code of 
Practice for Plantation Forestry. 

 

 

6. The erection of any new 
building and any addition or 
alteration to any existing 
building 

 
The following exceptions shall 
apply: 
 
a) For the purposes of 

calculating coverage under 

1. Maximum coverage  
 

Zone Maximum Coverage 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone 5% 
Open Space (Local Parks) Zone 5% 
Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) Zone  2% 
Private Recreation & Leisure Zone 5% 

 
2. Maximum gross floor area (expressed in square metres [m2]) of any building 
 

Zone Maximum Area 
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

Standard (1.), any water 
tank in which the nearest 
wall of the tank is located 
within 3m of a building and 
which is no more than 
30,000L in volume shall be 
excluded. 

 
b) For the purposes of 

calculating maximum gross 
floor area under Standard 
(2.), any water tank in 
which the nearest wall of 
the tank is located within 
3m of a building in which 
the tank is associated, and 
which is no more than 
30,000L in volume shall be 
excluded. 

 
c) For the purposes of 

calculating maximum 
height under Standard (6.), 
play equipment (such as 
goalposts and playground 
features) shall be 
exempted.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, these 
structures shall still be 
subject to the height in 
relation to boundaries 
clause under Standard 

Open Space (Recreation) Zone 500m2 
Open Space (Local Parks) Zone 100m2 
Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) Zone  350m2 
Private Recreation & Leisure Zone 500m2 

 
3. Maximum height of any building (expressed in metres [m]) 
 

Zone Maximum Height 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone 8m 
Open Space (Local Parks) Zone 4m 
Open Space (Conservation & Scenic) Zone  6m 
Private Recreation & Leisure Zone 8m 

 
 
4. Minimum yard setback (expressed in metres [m] measured horizontally) for any building 

in any Open Space Zone or the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone  
 

Boundary Minimum Setback 
Residential Zone (excluding legal road boundaries) 5m 
All other zones and along legal road boundaries 3m 

 
 
5. Maximum height in relation to boundaries for any building in any Open Space Zone or 

the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone 
 
All buildings must fit within a height envelope which is made up of “recession planes” which 
incline inwards and upwards from all the property’s boundaries.  Each recession plane 
commences at a point  2.1 metres above ground level at the property boundary and inclines 
inward at an angle of 45 degrees.   
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

(5.). 
 

7. Any minor work undertaken on 
any building  

 

1. The minor work shall not result in any increase in the height, bulk, or area of any building on 
any site. 

 

8. The demolition (including 
partial demolition) or removal 
of any building (which is not a 
listed Heritage item) 

 

  

9. In the Private Recreation & 
Leisure Zone, recreational and 
leisure activities, and activities 
which are ancillary to 
recreational and leisure 
activities.  Such ancillary 
activities may include, but are 
not limited to: 

 
a) visitor accommodation; 
b) resort facilities; 
c) conference facilities; 
d) retail outlets; and 
e) restaurants 

 
 

1. Maximum retail floor space (expressed in square metres [m2]) of any building 
 
The maximum retail floor space for any one building, including any outdoor area used for retail 
sales purposes in conjunction with the building, shall not exceed 200m2.  

 
2. Maximum gross retail floor space (expressed in square metres [m2]) for any site  

 
The maximum gross retail floor space for any site, including any outdoor areas utilised for 
retail sales purposes, shall not exceed 350m2 or a ratio of 10m2 per hectare of land, whichever 
is the lesser.  For the avoidance of doubt gross retail floor space for the purposes of this 
standard is inclusive of any existing lawfully established retail activity located on-site as at 29 
November 2012. 

 

10. Species protection and 
conservation management 
works, including associated 
trapping, restoration and re-
vegetation work, noxious plant 
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

and pest control, and scientific 
research 

 
11. Flood protection, erosion 

control, stormwater 
management and natural 
hazard mitigation works in the 
Open Space (Recreation), 
(Local Parks) and 
(Conservation & Scenic) 
Zones. 
 

Advice Note: certain restrictions apply on hazard mitigation works in the Coastal Hazard 
Management Areas.  Refer to District Plan maps to determine if site is subject to 
this classification.  Additional restrictions apply in all zones in relation to 
earthworks and landform modification – refer to Chapter 3), and 
consents/permits may also be required from the Wellington Regional Council 
and/or Department of Conservation. 

 

 

12. Community / mara kai gardens 
in the Open Space 
(Recreation) and (Local Parks) 
Zones. 

 

Advice Note: landowner permission may also be required for the use of Open Space land for 
community or māra kai gardens.   

 

 

13. Landscaping 
 

  

14. Fences 
 
 

Fence Height 
1. The maximum height of any fence shall be:  

a) 1.2 metres if less than 50% transparent; and 
b) 1.8 metres if 50% transparent (or more). 

 
2. For the purposes of calculating maximum height under standard (1) above where a fence is 

erected atop a retaining wall, the height shall be the combined distance measured vertically 
from the base of the retaining wall to the top of the fence. 
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Rule 8.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

   
 
3. For the purposes of this rule, any safety fencing shall not be subject to standards (1.) and (2.) 

above.  
 

 

fence 

retaining wall

Height 
(where fence erected 
atop retaining wall) 
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8.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
  
Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Any boundary adjustment or 
subdivision where no 
additional lots (other than 
reserves or legal road to be 
vested in Council) are created, 
or any subdivision that is a 
controlled activity under Rules 
11A.2.1 and 11B.2.1 

1. Each lot shall have frontage to a formed legal 
road 

2. For any lot which is dependent on “on-site 
wastewater and surface water disposal,” no 
lot shall be reduced to a size where it cannot 
dispose of domestic wastewater and surface 
water within its boundaries. 

3. Access to and from any lot shall not be 
directly to a state highway where access to 
another legal road is available and 
practicable. 

 

1. The design and layout of the subdivision 
2. Earthworks 
3. Council’s Subdivision and Development 

Principles and Requirements 2012. 
4. The imposition of financial contributions  
5. The imposition of conditions 
6. Vehicle access points onto legal road 

including the State Highway Network 
and any effects on the transport network 

7. The location of any associated building 
site(s)  

8. any easement or other legal mechanism 
required for legal access 

9. design, size, shape and location of 
reserves and esplanades 

10. public accessibility 
11. impacts on recreational, ecological and 

other any open space amenity values 
 

Obj : A, B 
Pol : X, Y, Z 
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8.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Any new plantation forestry 
activity, or any harvesting 
activity associated with 
plantation forestry which does 
not comply with any one or 
more of the permitted 
standards under Rule 8.1.4. 

1. A Forestry Management Plan shall be prepared 
for any plantation forestry activity and submitted 
to Council for certification by the Sustainable 
Development Manager.  Any Forestry 
Management Plan will have regard to the New 
Zealand Environmental Code of Practice for 
Plantation Forestry and shall describe and 
identify (as a minimum): 
a) any important environmental and heritage 

features (including waterways and areas 
of native vegetation) or values within the 
area to be planted and/or harvested; 

b) operational techniques to be used for 
planting, maintenance, harvesting and 
associated activities; 

c) property boundaries; 
d) means by which to manage vehicle 

movements associated with the activity, 
including proposed access point(s) and 
road(s) (including indicative location of 
haul roads within the property boundary) 
to be used by logging vehicles; 

e) potential adverse environmental effects 
and proposed mitigation measures 
(including measures to manage erosion, 
slope instability and sedimentation of 
waterways); 

f) the name and contact details of the 
plantation operator;  

1. sufficiency of the information provided 
within the Forestry Management Plan; 

2. Visual, landscape, character and 
amenity effects; 

3. noise effects; 
4. traffic effects, including (but not limited 

to) design and location of internal haul 
routes; 

5. Earthworks; 
6. Erosion susceptibility; 
7. the imposition of financial contributions 
8. the imposition of conditions; 
9. proposed mitigation, remediation or on-

going management measures; 
10. any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity; and  
11. any cumulative effects 

 
 
Note:  where subdivision or land use consent 

is required under other rules in the 
Plan which are associated with an 
activity considered under Rule 8.3.1, 
additional matters of Discretion may 
also apply. 
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8.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

St aand rds Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

g) information about any procedures to be 
followed regarding the notification of 
interested parties, including the Council, 
as to the commencement of any 
harvesting activities; 

h) information about procedures and 
protocols to be adhered to in response to 
any complaints which may arise from the 
operation and maintenance of the 
plantation. 

 
 

2. Subdivision of the land within 
the Ōtaki South Precinct 
where land is also in the 
Industrial Zone shall be a 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity in accordance with 
Rule 6.3.X). For the avoidance 
of doubt, Rule 8.4.3 shall not 
apply in the Ōtaki South 
Precinct. 

 

1. refer standards under Rule 6.3.X  1. refer matters under Rule 6.3.X  

3. Any residential activity in the 
Private Recreation & Leisure 
Zone. 

1. No more than 1 residential activity shall be 
located on any one site. 

 
2. Any residential activity shall be:  

a) limited to the purpose of providing 
accommodation for a caretaker or other 
person whose employment requires that 

1. Visual, landscape, character and 
amenity effects; 

2. Context and surroundings 
3. Suitability of the location for the 

proposed activity; 
4. traffic effects 
5. Earthworks; 
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8.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards M t atters over which Council will restric
its discretion  

Ref. 

they live on the premises where they are 
employed; and 

b) ancillary to a recreation and/or leisure 
activity located on-site. 

 
3. No more than 1 building shall be used to 

accommodate any residential activity for any 
site. 

 
4. Any building used to accommodate the 

residential activity shall be no larger than 70m2 
in gross floor area; 

 
 

6. the imposition of financial contributions 
7. the imposition of conditions; 
8. proposed mitigation, remediation or on-

going management measures; 
9. any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity; and  
10. any cumulative effects 
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8.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. In the Private Recreation & 

Leisure Zone, any activity 
which is not ancillary to 
recreational and leisure 
activities or which exceeds 
the permitted activity 
standards under Rule 8.1.6 or 
8.1.9.  

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Open Space Policies 8.8 and 8.14  
b) Working Environment Policies 6.1 and 6.4  
c) Infrastructure Policies 11.7, 11.30, 11.31, 11.34, and 11.36 
d) Natural Environment Policy 3.21 

 
 
 

 

2. The erection of any new 
building, or any additions or 
alterations to any existing 
building that does not comply 
with one or more of the 
permitted activity standards 
under Rule 8.1.6. 

 

2. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Open Space Policies 8.6, 8.8 – 8.10, 8.12, and 8.15 

 
 
 

 

3. Subdivision of land in the 
Open Space (Recreation), 
(Local Parks) and 
(Conservation & Scenic) 
Zones that does not comply 
with Rule 8.2.1, or that is not 
a Restricted Discretionary 
Activity under Rule 8.3.2. 
 

3. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Open Space Policies 8.1, 8.5, 8.6, 8.8, 8.11, and 8.12 
b) Infrastructure Policies 11.7, 11.9, 11.18 – 11.23, 11.30, 11.31, 11.34 – 11.36 
c) Natural Environment Policy 3.21 
 

 

 

4. Subdivision of land in the 
Private Recreation & Leisure 
Zone that does not comply 
with Rule 8.2.1 

4. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a) Open Space Policies 8.1, 8.5, 8.6, 8.8, 8.11, 8.12, and 8.15 
b) Infrastructure Policies 11.7, 11.9, 11.18 – 11.23, 11.30, 11.31, 11.34 – 11.36 
c) Natural Environment Policy 3.21 

 

i.  
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8.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Any activity that is not listed as a permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary or discretionary activity under Rules 8.1 – 8.4 

(respectively) 
 

 

2. Any new plantation forestry activity which does not comply with any one of the permitted standards under Rule 8.1.2 and which does 
not comply with any one of the restricted discretionary standards under Rule 8.1.3 

 

 

3. Any residential activity in the Open Space (Recreation, Local Parks, and Conservation & Scenic) Zones, or any residential activity in 
the Private Recreation & Leisure Zone which does not comply with any one of the Restricted Discretionary Activity standards under 
Rule 8.4.4 

 

 

4. In the Open Space (Recreation, Local Parks, and Conservation & Scenic) Zones, any industrial or commercial activity, or any 
retailing activity that is not a permitted activity under Rule 8.1.2.  

 

 

5. Any factory farming activity 
 

 

6. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purposes of sale or lease within road or Council reserve 
other than specified areas by resolution with the Council 

 

 

7. The erection of any new building and any addition or alteration to any existing building in Precinct B identified in the District Plan 
Maps and in the Dune Protection Area identified in the Structure Plan in Appendix 6.7. 
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Open Space Schedules 
 

 
1. Schedule 8.1 – Esplanade Reserves/Strips 
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Schedule 8.1: Esplanade Reserves/Strips 
 
 Requirements 

 
Coastal Margins 
 
 
 

A 50 metre wide Esplanade Reserve in the Rural Zone and 20 metres in all other zones, measured from the line of the Mean 
High Water Spring Tide (MHWS), shall be required along the coast when subdivision occurs, creating lots of less than 4ha, 
excluding boundary adjustment subdivisions.  These reserves shall be fenced with a 7 wire post and wire fence or equivalent. 
 

Lakes (with a bed of 8 
hectares or more) 

A 20 metre wide Esplanade Reserve shall be required along lakes of more than 8 hectares when subdivision occurs creating 
lots of less than 4ha, excluding boundary adjustment subdivisions.  These reserves shall be fenced with a 7 wire post and wire 
fence or equivalent. 
 

Rivers and Streams (river 
bed with average width of 
3 metres or more) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1 below is a list of widths required for subdivision, creating lots of less than 4 ha, excluding boundary adjustment 
subdivisions. The priorities are indicated for each recommended width.  There are also areas which are considered to be high 
priority where Council may wish to negotiate with the landowner for public access through an Esplanade Strip. 
 
TABLE 1  - MAXIMUM WIDTH OF ESPLANADE RESERVE/STRIP 
 

Water Body Width of Esplanade 
Reserve 

Width of Esplanade 
Strip 

Waitohu Stream 

Upstream of Water Treatment 
Plant 

- 20 metres (E) 

Downstream of Water 
Treatment Plant 

- 5 metre (A, H) -Greater 
widths may be required 
within 500m of MHWS 
(Waitohu Stream mouth) 

Otaki River 

Upstream of SH1 Bridge - 20 metres (E,A,H) 
Downstream of SH1 Bridge 20 metres A,H - 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [8-30] - Operative 29 November 2012 



Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Open Space 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterbody Width of Esplanade 
Reserve 

Width of Esplanade 
Strip 

Mangaone Stream 

Upstream of Hautere Plain - 20 metres (E) 
On the Hautere Plain - 5 metres (A, H) 
Waikanae River 

Upstream of SH1 Bridge  20 metres (A & E) 
Downstream of SH1 Bridge 20 metres A,H,E - 

Greater widths may be 
required within 1000 
metres of the Waikanae 
River Mouth (as shown 
on the District Planning 
Maps) 

3-5 metres (A) - If no 
subdivision occurs and 
negotiated with 
landowner 

Ngatiawa, Rangiora, 
Reikorangi Streams 

- 20 metres Rural (E) 

Tikotu, Wharemauku, 
Mazengarb Streams (part 
only) 

20 metres Urban (A, H) 20 metres Rural (E) 

 
Priority for Reserve/Strip  E: Ecological, Water Quality 
    A: Access, Recreational 
    H: Natural Hazard Mitigation 
 

Considerations Consideration will be given to providing larger areas around the Waikanae River and Waitohu Stream Estuaries where the 
areas are of considerable ecological value.  Other agencies, e.g. Department of Conservation or Wellington Regional Council, 
may be interested in acquiring greater buffer areas around future residential activities.  As more than 20m Esplanade Reserves 
in the Estuary may be sought, financial compensation to the landowner will be required. 
 

Reductions and Waivers The Council may reduce or waive Esplanade Reserves or Strips where it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of Council that 
circumstances make the required width impracticable.  This includes difficult topography and existing permitted buildings or in 
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recognition of other reserves given for public access.  A reduction could also be given where there is an absence of natural 
values and need for public access.  Council will also have regard to the objectives in Chapter 2 and policies in Chapters 4 
(Coastal Environment) and 8 (Open Space) 
 
Applicants for reduction or waiver may be required to consult with the Department of Conservation and the Wellington Regional 
Council and produce evidence of the outcome of these consultations. 
 

Fencing All Esplanade Strips upstream of the Waitohu and Waikanae Water Supply Treatment Plants in the rural zone and all 
Esplanade Reserves and Strips within urban areas shall be fenced by a 7 wire post and wire fence or equivalent.  Stiles over 
fences or other devices may also be required to improve public access. 
 

Access Strips Council may negotiate to acquire access strips to Esplanade Reserves or Esplanade Strips.  Generally access strips shall, in 
rural areas, be fenced with a 7 wire post and wire fence or equivalent and in urban areas a 1.5m close boarded fence or 
equivalent.  The access strips shall be at least 3m wide and shall include boardwalks where erosion to sand dunes by 
pedestrians is likely.  Any structures on dune systems (including boardwalks) shall be designed so as to avoid deflecting or 
accelerating erosion.  However, the conditions of access, fencing requirements and the provision of boardwalks will be 
negotiated when Council purchases the easement. 
 

Bed of River, Lake or 
Coastal Marine Area 

Where subdivision includes a river, stream or lake the bed of the river, stream or lake shall vest in Council. 
 
Where subdivision includes the Coastal Marine Area, the bed of the Coastal Marine Area shall vest in the Crown. 
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 9 HAZARDS 
This chapter includes two sub chapters natural hazards and man made hazards, 
(otherwise know as hazardous substances and contaminated land). The natural 
hazards chapter is further broken up by hazard, (flood, erosion, earthquake and fire) 
with introduction, policies and methods following each other. A summary of the rules 
for all hazard provisions (man made and natural) in this chapter can be found on page 
9-5 of this chapter.  The coastal hazard provisions are included in chapter 4 (coastal 
environment)  

9.1 NATURAL HAZARDS  

The primary objective (set out in chapter 2) that this sub-chapter implements is 
Objective 2.5 - Natural hazards. The following objectives are also relevant to this 
chapter: 
 

2.1 Tangata Whenua  
2.2 Ecology and Biodiversity 
2.3 Development Management  
2.4 Coastal Environment  
2.8 Strong Communities  

 

9.1.1 Introduction 

Publicly and privately initiated development must be undertaken in a manner that 
achieves the objective for natural hazards. The Council has adopted a precautionary 
and risk based approach to hazard management. The approach includes avoiding new 
development in areas subject to high risk from hazards, if risk cannot be mitigated, and 
allowing a greater level of development, especially if the risk can be mitigated, in areas 
subject to lower risk or where the hazard has a low probability or long recurrence 
interval. The approach takes into account the effects of climate change and considers 
relocation of existing development subject to hazards worsened by climate change 
effects. 
 
Coastal Hazards 
There are significant areas of the coast which are affected by coastal erosion hazard 
risks. The policies in the general section of this chapter are relevant to coastal 
hazards. Due to the wide ranging issues associated with the coastal environment, the 
District Plan provisions relating specifically to the coastal erosion hazards are set out in 
a separate chapter. Chapter 4: Coastal Environment outlines the coastal hazard 
management issues for the district and sets out the policies and methods intended to 
specifically address coastal hazard issues. 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-1] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan    Hazards 
 

 

9.1.2 General Natural Hazard Policies 

These policies apply to all natural hazards, including coastal erosion in addition to 
more specific policies in this chapter and the Coastal environment chapter. 
 
Policy 9.1 – Identify Hazards Reference 

 
The extent of flooding, seismic, slope instability and erosion hazards in the 
district will be identified on the District Plan Maps.  
 

Objectives 
2.5 

 
Explanation 
Hazard risks have been identified in technical reports. The extent of flood, earthquake 
fault rupture, coastal erosion, river erosion and slope instability hazard areas has been 
modelled to identify development control areas, which are identified on the district 
planning maps to provide certainty to property owners. The identification of natural 
hazards is an ongoing activity carried out by District and Regional Councils as part of 
the monitoring of the environment. As more research is undertaken and the information 
about natural hazards changes, new hazard areas may be identified and existing 
areas refined. It is important that, where updated information becomes available about 
the nature and extent of natural hazard development controls, this is reflected on the 
planning maps. 
 
 
 
Policy 9.2 – Risk based approach Reference 

Objectives 
2.5  

 
A risk based, all hazards approach will be taken to subdivision, land use, and 
development within areas subject to the following natural hazards: 

 flood hazards; 
 earthquake hazards; 
 fire hazards;  
 slope instability and erosion; and 
 coastal erosion hazards 

Hazard risk categories will be developed for flood, earthquake and erosion 
hazards to guide minimising the risk of loss of life and damage to property due 
to these hazards, while allowing appropriate use in lower risk areas. 

 

 
Explanation 
The District Plan manages risk through hazard categories. These categories take into 
account the probability of the hazard and risk of loss of life or property consequence of 
allowing development in areas prone to hazard risk. The risk based categories are 
explained in hazard specific sections. The District Plan identifies where risks from 
natural hazards are most significant, manages subdivision and development within 
these high risk areas, and manages effects in lower risk areas to avoid exposure to 
increased levels of risk from natural hazards. Specific coastal hazard policies, rules 
and standards are in Chapter 4 (Coastal Environment) starting at page 4-8. 
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Policy 9.3 – Hazard prone areas Reference 

Objectives 
2.5 

 
New subdivision and land use and development activities will be located to avoid 
highly hazard prone areas, identified on the District Plan Maps. Where a 
modelled risk can be removed, through mitigation, to allow development on part 
of a site, any mitigation must demonstrate the activities and development do not 
exacerbate the adverse effects of natural hazards for other people and properties 
including residual risks. 

 

 
Explanation 
The approach to minimising the adverse effects of natural hazards is to avoid 
subdivision and development in high risk hazard prone areas. The District Plan 
recognises that certain land use activities can take place in hazard areas. Mitigation 
measures need to be employed to reduce risk from the hazard(s) provided the 
mitigation measures do not exacerbate the effects of natural hazard on other 
properties. The onus is on the applicant to ensure there will be no additional hazard 
risk on or off site as a result of any proposed activity or development. 
 
The modelling of hazard risks is based on a likely hazard event such as the 1 in 100 
year flood or a 1 in 500 year tsunami risk and mitigation of the modelled event does 
not mean that the property is at no risk in the future as a larger event than the 
modelled event may occur. 
 
 
 
Policy 9.4 – Precautionary approach Reference 

 
A precautionary approach will be taken to subdivision and development where 
there is uncertainty about the potential effects of a hazard until further detailed 
information on the extent and nature of the hazard becomes available.  

Objectives 
2.5 

 
Explanation 
A precautionary approach needs to be taken where there is uncertainty about the 
hazard timing and effects, such as hazards affected by climate change effects, or little 
information available about a hazard such as liquefaction potential.  
 
In relation to hazard provisions and mapping in this plan the precautionary approach 
has been considered when undertaking the hazard modelling and creating 
development restrictions to mitigate hazard risk. 
 
A precautionary approach is applied where further site specific investigations may 
identify that the activity proposed is appropriate to the natural hazard risks on the site. 
This approach will be taken to natural hazards that are present in the district but are 
not mapped in the district plan maps as there is poor information about the scale and 
extent of the hazard risks for those hazards. This includes potential liquefaction risk, 
and fire risk.   
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Policy 9.5 – Protect via natural buffers Reference 

Objectives 
2.5 

 
Natural features which have the effect of reducing hazard risk by buffering 
development from natural hazards will be protected through development 
controls, including minimum setbacks, from the coast, rivers and streams for 
new and relocated buildings and enabling restoration of natural systems. 

 

 
Explanation 
Dune systems act as a buffer between the land and the sea and wetlands can can act 
as a sponge to reduce stormwater and/or flood effects. These natural areas absorb the 
impacts of erosion, or inundation thereby protecting areas further landward. Protection, 
including restoration, of natural features is vital for their effective functioning as a buffer 
against natural hazards.  
 
Past use and development including hard engineering structures in some areas has 
degraded the effective ‘buffering’ potential of natural dunes and wetlands, by 
encroaching on them. The potential for coastal erosion and flooding to be considerably 
accentuated by climate change effects further emphasises the importance of restoring 
and maintaining natural buffers.  
 
 

Policy 9.6 – Public Open Space Reference 

 
The potential to mitigate natural hazards and climate change impacts will be 
considered in relation to the provision, acquisition and development of new land 
for public open spaces and reserves. 

Objectives 
2.5 and 
2.18 

 
Explanation 
Open Space areas can play a major role in the mitigation of the effects associated with 
natural hazards, for example as a buffer to the effects of coastal hazards for beach 
settlements, or for stormwater attenuation, detention and secondary flowpaths.  These 
opportunities should be developed on an as-needed basis – both by acquiring new 
open space areas, and by developing existing areas – in order to make the district 
more resilient to the impacts from natural hazards and global climate change.  
 
Policy 9.7 – Emergency Management Reference 

 
Preparation for the effects of natural hazard events and avoidance or mitigation 
of hazards will be encouraged through emergency management programmes 
and procedures, and voluntary action. 

Objectives 
2.5 and 
2.18 

 
Explanation 
Increasing awareness of natural hazards assists with community preparedness.  The 
policy promotes emergency management programmes and procedures, and voluntary 
action in line with the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 2002. Emergency 
management initiatives include a range of measures across the four R’s of risk 
reduction, readiness, response, and recovery. Voluntary actions include providing flood 
hazard information to the public, and providing flood mitigation and risk management 
advice for land development and building.  
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9.1.3 All Hazards (natural and manmade) Rules and Standards Summary 

 
Summary of all Natural Hazards rules and Standards 
Note: the following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the 
District Plan. Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. The specific rules and 
standards for each hazard follow the specific policies relating to that hazard but are 
summarised here. 
 
P refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Discretionary Activities 
(Restricted), D to Discretionary Activities (Unrestricted), NC to Non Complying and Pr 
to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
All natural hazards  Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision of or development on land 
subject to two or more high risk natural 
hazard categories 

9A.5.     ●  

Flood hazards Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Development in residual ponding hazard 
areas meeting standards 

9B.1. ●      

Development in residual ponding hazard 
areas not meeting standards 

9B.    ●   

Development in any overflow path, residual 
overflow paths or flood erosion area. 

9B.     ●  

Development in the River corridor 9B.     ●  

Development within any flood storage, 
ponding or fill control area meeting 
standards. 

9B.  ●     

Development within any flood storage, 
ponding or fill control area not meeting 
standards. 

9B.    ●   

Fences in flood hazard areas meeting 
standards  

9B. ●      

Fences in a flood hazard areas not meeting 
standards 

9B.  ●     

Flood protection measures in the 
Conservation and River corridor zones 

9B. ●      

Damage or destruction of flood mitigation 
structures  

9B.      ● 

Earthworks in ponding areas meeting 
standards 

9B. ●      

Earthworks (excluding fill) in a stream or 
river corridor, overflow or residual overflow 
path  meeting standards 

9B. ●      

Earthworks and fill in a stream or river 
corridor, overflow or residual overflow path  
not meeting standards 

9B.    ●   

Earthworks within any flood storage or fill 
control area subject to standards 

9B.  ●     

Earthworks within 20m of a waterbody, 
including wetlands and coastal water. 

9B.    ●   

Subdivision in ponding areas subject to 
standards 

9B.  ●     

Subdivision of land in any overflow path, 
residual overflow path or flood erosion area 

9B.    ●   

Subdivision in any stream or river corridor 9B.     ●  

Network utilities in ponding areas 
subject to standards 

9B.   ●    
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Network utilities in an overflow or 
residual overflow path 

9B.     ●  

Earthquake hazards Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Development within Fault Avoidance 
Areas subject to standards 

9C. ●  ●  ●  

Subdivision in the Fault Avoidance 
Areas subject to standards 

9C.  ● ●    

New habitable buildings on land peat 
or sandy soils subject to standards 

9C. ●      

Subdivision of land with peat or sandy 
soils. 

9C.   ●    

New network utilities within Fault 
Avoidance Areas 

9C.     ●  

Coastal erosion hazards Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision and development in areas 
identified as being potentially subject to 
a coastal hazard 

4A.1-6 ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Erosion and slope stability  Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Subdivision and development of land 
with high erosion susceptibility subject 
to standards. 

9C.   ●    

Extension to a habitable building on 
land with high erosion susceptibility 
subject to standards. 

9C. ●      

Extension to a habitable building on 
land with high erosion susceptibility 
which does not meet the permitted 
activity standards. 

9C.   ●    

Earthworks on land with a slope 
greater than 25 degrees and having 
high erosion susceptibility  

9C.   ●    

Fire Hazards Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Habitable building located within the 
rural zone subject to standards 

7A.1 ●      

Plantation forestry subject to standards 7A.1-4 
and OS 

● ●  ●   

Rural subdivision subject to standards 7A.  ●     

Subdivision and development not 
meeting standards 

7A.    ●   

Hazardous facilities and activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Storage, use, etc of hazardous 
substances, (except in a high natural 
hazard risk), which meets standards 

9D.2.2 
●      

Storage, use, etc of hazardous 
substances not complying with 
standards 

9D.2.5 
   ●   

Retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or diesel, 
except in a high natural hazard risk 
area, subject to permitted activity 
standards 

9D.2.3 
●      

Retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or diesel, 
subject to controlled activity standards 9D.2.4 

 ●     
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Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or diesel 
located in open space, conservation 
and river corridor zones 

9D.2.6 
    ●  

Soil disturbance or sampling, removal 
or replacement of an underground fuel 
storage system, or subdivision or 
change of land use, subject to 
permitted activity standards 

9D.2.7 
9D.2.8 
9D.2.9 
9D.2.10 

●      

Soil disturbance or sampling, removal 
or replacement of an underground fuel 
storage system, or subdivision or 
change of land use, subject to 
controlled activity standards 

9D.2.11 
9D.2.12 
9D.2.13 
9D.2.14 

 ●     

Soil disturbance or sampling, removal 
or replacement of an underground fuel 
storage system, or subdivision or 
change of land use, not permitted 
under clause (2) and (3) of controlled 
activity rules  

9D.2.15 
9D.2.16 
9D.2.17 
9D.2.18 

  ●    

Any activity not controlled under clause 
(1) of the controlled activity rules 9D.2.19    ●   
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9.1.4 NATURAL HAZARD RULES AND STANDARDS 

 
Rules and Standards Table (All natural hazards) 
 

9A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 

 

Non-Complying Activities Assessment Criteria Reference 
1. Subdivision of or 

development on land subject 
to two or more of the 
following natural hazards 
areas (identified on natural 
hazard maps): 
a) well defined fault 

avoidance area; 
b) well defined extension fault 

avoidance area; 
c) high erosion susceptibility 

(not including coastal 
erosion); 

d) overflow path flood hazard 
area; 

e) residual overflow path 
flood hazard area; 

f) flood storage hazard area; 
g) ponding flood hazard area 
h) fill control flood hazard 

area; 
i) river corridor or stream 

corridor. 

 
Consistency with Policies 9.2, 9.3, 9.4 and 9.5 
 
 

Policies 9.1, 9.2, 
9.3, 9.4, 9.5, 
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9.2 Flood Hazards 
 

9.2.1 Introduction 

The district’s physical landscape presents varying levels of flood risk to settlements 
(particularly on the coastal plain). During high rainfall events flooding can occur within 
minutes of the event and can result in significant damage. Property and structures 
located in the river /stream corridor, flood erosion areas, flood storage areas and 
overflow paths (including residual overflow paths) are more susceptible to damage 
from flooding. New development within the river corridor, stream corridor, flood 
storage areas, and overflow paths can cause additional adverse effects to existing 
development.  Buildings and earthworks in ponding areas, and fill control areas can 
push flooding onto additional properties or increasing the depth of flooding on other 
properties.  Furthermore, development within, river/stream corridors  these areas can 
adversely affect the structural integrity of existing flood mitigation structures and 
works and increase the potential for damage and loss of life. 
 
The form and location of development of the district’s settlements in the past has 
included the building of flood mitigation works in major rivers and streams to mitigate 
the adverse effects of flooding and erosion on existing development. However, 
complete reliance on structural defences to protect the district from flooding is an 
unsustainable option. This is because the protection structures will need to be built 
bigger and stronger as climate change effects are felt more acutely and any structure 
may fail if the flood event exceeds the design specifications. 
 
Land within the floodplain is under increasing pressure for new activities and 
development. Where subdivision or development is proposed on land subject to 
flooding, there is a need to ensure the risks from flooding are taken into consideration 
in the assessment of any resource consent. Where a development proposal relates 
to the river/stream corridor, flood erosion areas, flood storage, and overflow paths 
(including residual overflow paths), as areas most at risk form fast flowing water and 
debris increasing the level of damage during the flood event, the onus is on the 
applicant to ensure there will be no additional hazard on site or off site as a result of 
any proposed development. Ponding (including residual ponding) and fill control 
areas are also recognised as requiring specific controls but floodwaters in these 
areas are less likely to cause erosion as they are slower moving. 
 
The Kapiti Coast District Council supports the use of a combination of methods 
(including physical works where appropriate, the District Plan rules, Land Information 
Memoranda and building consents) to avoid, remedy or mitigate the potential hazard 
caused by flooding. The District Plan contains information on hazard categories 
(mapped) and descriptions including direct and residual flood risks related to the 
estimated 1 in100 –yr flood event and development controls. 
 
1 in 100 Year Flood Event 
The estimated 1 in 100-yr flood event is shown as flood categories on the planning 
maps. It shows the areas where flood waters would go in a flood event. This event 
has a 1% probability of happening in any one year. It should be recognised that there 
can be events greater than the 1 in 100-yr flood event or that flood defences can fail. 
These areas have been identified as residual risk areas. The Kapiti Coast District 
Council and the Greater Wellington Regional Council have a responsibility to inform 
people of this greater risk.  
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Hazard Categories and Definitions  
Hazard categories (shown on the planning maps) are based on the 1 in 100-yr 
extent. The purpose of the hazard categories is to describe the varying hazard 
across the floodplain. The flood hazard is determined by taking the following into 
account: 

 The depth and speed of flood waters; 
 The threat to life; 
 The difficulty and danger of evacuating people and their property; and 
 The potential for damage to property and social disruption. 

 
There are two types of flood risk identified in the Natural Hazard Maps: 
 

 Direct Flood Risk 
The direct flood risk affects areas that are not protected from flooding by flood 
protection structures (such as stopbanks or floodwalls) built to the 1 in 100-yr 
flood event standard. A direct flood risk can also occur where existing structural 
protection, built to less than the 1 in 100-yr standard, is vulnerable and likely to 
fail in a 1 in 100-yr flood event. 

 
 Residual Flood Risk 
The residual flood risk is the additional or ‘left over’ risk due to possible breaching 
and overtopping of flood protection structures (such as stopbanks or flood works) 
built to the 1 in 100-yr flood event standard. An additional residual flood risk can 
occur due to blockage and subsequent failure of overland flow paths. These can 
be blocked by unconsented building works/debris/fencing/stored building 
materials/vehicle storage etc 

 
There are nine flood hazard categories:  
 
Flood Hazard 
Category 

Description 

River corridor  This is the minimum area able to contain a flood of up to the 1 in 100-yr 
event magnitude and enable flood water to pass safely to the sea. It 
includes flood and erosion prone land immediately adjacent to the river, 
where the risk to people and development is significant.  

Stream corridor This is the minimum area able to contain a flood of up to a 1 in 100-yr 
event magnitude and enable flood water to safely pass to the stream 
confluence or the sea. It includes flood and erosion prone land 
immediately adjacent to the stream.  

Flood erosion 
Area 

Land adjacent to the River corridor that could potentially be eroded in 
flood events. The margin of the Flood erosion Area is approximately 40 
metres from the natural banks of the Otaki or Waikanae Rivers, yet may 
be less than 40 metres where the following features are present:  

 Permanent structural works such as bank-edge protection and 
stopbanks, built to the 1 in 100-yr flood event standard. 

 Bank-edge or river-berm geology that is relatively more erosion 
resistant. 

Overflow Path Overflow paths generally occur in lower-lying areas on the floodplain 
which act as channels for flood waters. They can be natural, or artificially 
formed, and are often characterised by fast flowing water during a flood 
event. An overflow path is a direct risk 

Residual 
overflow path 

A residual overflow path is a residual flood risk for areas which are 
protected from flooding by structural measures, such as stopbanks or 
floodwalls, constructed to the 1 in l00-yr flood standard. The residual risk 
is in the event of a failure or overtopping of the flood protection structure 

Ponding These are floodplain areas where slower-moving flood waters could pond 
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either during or after a flood event. A Ponding Area may is affected by a 
direct flood risk. Ponding can be associated with rivers and streams as 
well as the piped stormwater network. Ponding is a direct risk. 

Residual 
ponding Areas  
 

Residual ponding areas related to a residual flood risk for areas which are 
are protected from flooding by structural measures, such as stopbanks or 
floodwalls, constructed to the 1 in 100-yr flood standard. The residual risk 
is in the event of a failure or overtopping of the flood protection structure. 

Flood Storage 
Areas  
 

Land that provides flood water storage either during or after a flood event. 
Flood Storage Areas are located on local streams only. They include land 
that has been identified as flood prone where loss of storage due to 
mitigating measures, or filling, will cause flooding elsewhere. Any proposal 
for development of these areas (including filling) will need to provide 
compensatory storage below set ponding levels.  

Fill control 
Areas  
 

Fill control areas are undrained “crater” type catchments where filling will 
raise the level of flooding on the property and on adjoining land.  

 
Natural Hazard Maps (Planning Maps) identify the extent of these areas (river 
corridor, stream corridor, overflow path, residual overflow path, ponding areas, 
residual ponding Areas, flood erosion areas, flood storage areas, and fill control 
areas for the Otaki, Waikanae, Paraparaumu and Raumati floodplains. 
 

9.2.2 Flood Hazards Policies 

 

Policy 9.8– Flood mapping Reference 

The 1 in 100 year flood modelling scenario has been used to generate flood map 
extents. The extents and categories include consideration of projected climate 
change and precautionary freeboard to minimise risks. Residual risks will also 
be mapped where flood mitigation structures are present. 

Objective 
2.5 

 
       
Policy 9.9– Flood risk categories Reference 

Flood risk categories have been developed using the following criteria: 
 depth and speed of floodwaters; 
 the threat to life; 
 difficulty and danger of evacuating people; 
 the potential damage to property; and 
 the potential for social disruption. 

 

Objective 
2.5 

 
    
Policy 9.10– Flood and erosion free building sites Reference 

All newly created lots must have flood and erosion-free building sites based on 1 
in 100 year flood modelling  

Objective 
2.5 

 
Policy 9.11– Flood risk levels Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

A higher level of control on subdivision and development will be applied in direct 
and residual high risk flooding areas. These are areas identified as the river and 
stream corridors, overflow paths, flood storage, and flood erosion areas, and a 
generally lesser level of restriction in lower risk areas including ponding, fill 
control areas and residual ponding.  
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Policy 9.12– High hazard flood areas Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

Development in the river and stream corridor, overflow path, flood erosion and 
flood storage areas will be avoided unless the 1 in 100 year risk can be 
completely mitigated on site to avoid damage to property or harm to people, and 
the following criteria are met; 

 no increase in flood flow or level on adjoining sites or other parts of the 
floodplain; 

 no reduction in  storage capacity on site; and  
 all flow corridors or overflow paths are kept clear to allow flood waters to 

flow freely at all times.  
 

 

 
 
    
Policy 9.13– Ponding, residual ponding, and fill control areas Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

When assessing application for subdivision or development within a ponding, 
residual ponding or fill control area consider the following: 

 the effects of the development on existing flood mitigation structures; 
 the effects of the development on the flood hazard – in particular flood 

levels and flow; 
 whether the development redirects floodwater onto adjoining sites or 

other parts of the floodplain; 
 whether access to the site/development will adversely affect the flood 

hazard. 
 the extent to which buildings can be located on areas of the site not 

subject to flooding. 
 whether any subdivision or development will or may result in damage to 

property or harm to people. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The above two policies promote a higher level of restriction in high risk flood areas. 
The high risk flood areas are the river and stream corridor, overflow path (including 
residual overflow path), flood erosion and flood storage areas. The risks of flooding 
and erosion to the community are much greater in these high risk flood areas, 
therefore it is appropriate that district plan rules reflect a higher level of restriction 
than for lower risk areas. In high flood risk areas the onus is on the applicant to show 
that there will be no additional hazard, on site and off site, as a result of any 
proposed development. 
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9.2.3 Flood Hazards Rules and Standards 

The following rules for flood hazards apply to all zones. 
 
Rules and Standards Table (Flood hazards)  
 
Rule 9B.0. Applicability of Rules 9B.1 – 9B6 
 
Rules 9B.1 to 9B.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 9B.1 to 9B.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
4B  
Rule 9B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with the corresponding permitted standards and all permitted activity 
standards under Rules 3A.1, 3B.1, 9D.1, 9E.1, 9F.1, 11A – XX.1, and 12A.1, 12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 unless otherwise specifically stated and 
are not otherwise listed as a controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying activity in this chapter. 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any building or structure 1. Separation from Waterbodies (Streams, Lakes and Rivers) 

a) Buildings shall not be sited within the River Corridor or Stream Corridor Hazard Area as 
shown on the Natural Hazard Planning Maps:  

i. for the unsurveyed stream corridor and other water bodies including ephemeral 
and intermittent watercourses (except lakes) the minimum setback for any 
building or structure (other than a bridge or culvert structure for which a consent 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 
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is required from the Regional Council) from the natural banks of any waterbody 
greater than 3 metres wide shall be 10 metres; and  

ii. for streams/drains less than 3 metres wide shall be 5 metres where the average 
width of the stream or waterbody is measured as an average within the site. 

b) Buildings shall not be sited within 5m of a lake. 
 

2. New or relocated buildings 
in  ponding and residual 
ponding hazard areas 

 

1.  The floor level of any new or relocated building in the ponding or residual ponding hazard area 
shall be constructed above the 1 in 100 year flood event level.  

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

3. Earthworks  
 

a) This rule does not apply to 
earthworks associated with:  

i. the maintenance of a 
watercourse or stormwater 
control, and 

ii.  flood protection works 
covered by a designation; 

iii.  to maintenance activities 
within the legal road; and  

iv. private farm tracks which 
are ancillary to permitted 
farming activities and are 
not within an outstanding 
natural landscape shown 
on the planning maps 

v. residual ponding areas 
where the earthworks 
permitted activity 
standards for the relevant 
zone are complied with. 
(see chapter 3 for policies 
and rules on earthworks) 

1. in an overflow path or residual overflow path (excluding fill):  
a) shall not involve the disturbance of more than 10m3 of land in any 10 year period; 
b) shall not alter the existing ground level by more than 0.5 metres, measured vertically; 

and 
c) The earthworks shall not impede the flow of floodwaters. 
 

2. in ponding areas (excluding residual ponding areas): 
a) shall involve the disturbance of more than 20m3 (volume) of land in any 10 year period; 
b) shall not alter the existing ground level by more than 1.0 metre, measured vertically; 
 

3. in a Stream corridor or River corridor (excluding fill): 
a) shall not exceed 10m3 in any 10 year period. This standard applies whether in relation to 

a particular work or as a total or cumulative; 
b) All works must be carried out by Wellington Regional Council, Kāpiti Coast District 

Council, the Department of Conservation or their nominated contractors. 
 
 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

4. Post and wire fences in 1. Any fence shall not impede the free flow of flood waters Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
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overflow path, residual 
overflow path, stream 
corridor or river corridor 
hazard areas. 

 

9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

5. Flood protection, erosion 
control and natural hazard 
mitigation measures in the 
Open Space - Conservation 
and Scenic Zone and flood 
mitigation works in the River 
Corridor for the management 
of the Waikanae and Otaki 
Rivers. 

 

1. All works must be carried out by Wellington Regional Council, Kāpiti Coast District Council, the 
Department of Conservation or their nominated contractors 

 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

6. Minor additions to existing 
habitable buildings in any 
overflow path, residual 
overflow path or flood 
erosion area. 
 

1. Additions do not exceed 15% of the total floor space of the existing room or 20m2 of the total 
floor space of the building, whichever is lesser. 

 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

7. Mobile plants for processing 
extracted materials and 
associated temporary buildings 
(up to 12 months) in the River 
Corridor. 

 Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

8. Gravel extraction from the 
bed of the river in the River 
Corridor.  

1. All works must be carried out by Wellington Regional Council, Kāpiti Coast District Council, the 
Department of Conservation or their nominated contractors 

 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 
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9B.2  Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
 
Activities Standards Matters over which Council 

reserves control 
Reference 

1. Development and 
earthworks within any flood 
storage or fill control area. 

1. Equivalent compensatory storage or another solution to 
achieve hydraulic neutrality shall be created. 

 
2. Development proposals shall be accompanied by 

detailed and extensive hydraulic modelling of relevant 
streams to fully test consequences of the activity.  

 
3. The floor level of any new or relocated building shall be 

constructed above the 1 in 100 year flood event level. 
 

1. Future management of the 
flood storage or fill control area. 

2. Natural hazard effects 
3. Nuisance effects including dust 
4. location and design of buildings 

and structures 
5. suitability of access 
 
 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

2. Fences in a river corridor or 
stream corridor, overflow 
path or residual overflow 
path which is not a permitted 
activity. 

1. Any fence shall not impede the free flow of flood waters 1. The materials from which the 
fence(s) is constructed  

 
2. The avoidance or mitigation of 

the potential adverse effects of 
flooding including the design of 
the fence to prevent debris 
entrapment. 

 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 
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9B.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary Activity Standards Matters the Council will restrict 

its discretion to 
Reference 

1. New network utilities either 
above ground or underground 
within ponding areas 

1. Complies with the relevant permitted and controlled 
activity standards in the network utilities chapter 

1. The degree to which the 
network utility structure and/or 
building will obstruct or provide 
pathways for flooding. 

 
2. Measures to mitigate any effect 

of a potential flood event. 
 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 

3. Subdivision in ponding  and 
residual ponding areas 
  

1. Each lot shall have a building site located outside any 
river or stream corridor, overflow path, residual overflow 
path or flood erosion area.  

 
2. Each building site shall be located above the estimated 

1 in 100 year flood event level. 
 
3. Formed vehicle access should not adversely affect the 

flood hazard risk on other properties in the same flood 
catchment. 

1. The design and layout of the 
subdivision 

 
2. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance 
with Chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
4. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 
and 220 of the Resource 
Management Act. 

 
5. Vehicle access points onto 

legal road including the State 
Highway Network and any 
effects on the transport network 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 
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6. The location of any building site 

relative to the natural hazards, 
historic heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
7. The location of building 

platforms. 
 
8. The location and design of any 

servicing of the subdivision. 
 
9. the extent and effects of 

earthworks 
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9B.4   Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities 
 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Reference 
1. Subdivision of land located 

within any overflow path, 
residual overflow path or 
flood erosion area.  

 

1. Consistency with Policies 9.10, 9.11, 9.12, 9.13 
 
 

Policies 9.10, 
9.11, 9.12, 9.13 

2. In any stream corridor or 
river corridor fill earthworks 
or earthworks that do not 
comply with one or more of 
the permitted activity 
standards in rule 9B.1 

 

1. Consistency with Policies 9.3, 9.4, 9.11 and  9.12 
2. Application of the mapped flood extents of Policy 9.8 and the flood risk assessment criteria of 

Policy 9.9 
 
 

Policies 9.3, 9.4, 
9.8, 9.9, 9.11 and  
9.12 
 

3. In any overflow path or 
residual overflow path fill 
earthworks or earthworks 
that do not comply with the 
permitted activity standards 
in Rule 9B.1.  

 

1. Consistency with Policy 9.3, 9.4, 9.11 and  9.12 
 
 

Policies  9.3, 9.4, 
9.11 and  9.12 
 

4. Earthworks within 20 metres 
of a waterbody, and the 
coastal marine area.  

1. Consistency with Policies 3.5, 3.8, 3.10 and 3.18 
2. Consistency with Policy 3.20 
 
 

Policies 3.5, 3.8, 
3.10, 3.18, 3.20 
and 4. 
 

5. Gravel extraction from the 
floodway adjacent to the bed 
of the river in the River 
Corridor, which does not 
meet the permitted activity 
standards for earthworks.  

1. Consistency with Policies 3.5, 3.8, 3.10 and 3.18 
2. Consistency with Policy 3.20 
 

Policies 3.5, 3.8, 
3.10, 3.18, 3.20 
and 4. 
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9B.5  Non-Complying Activities  
The following activities are non-complying activities 
 
Non Complying Activities Reference 
1. New network utilities within an overflow path or residual overflow path Policies  9.2, 

9.3, 9.4, 9.9 and 
9.12,  
 

2.   New or relocated building in any overflow path, residual overflow path or flood erosion area 
 

Exemption: Extensions to existing habitable buildings where they do not exceed 15% of the total floor space of the existing room or 
20m2, whichever is lesser. 

 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.9 and 9.12,  
 

3.   Subdivision in the Stream corridor or River corridor. 
 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.9 and 9.12,  
 

4.   The construction, placement or erection of any building in the River corridor or stream corridor 
 

Policies  9.2, 
9.3, 9.4, 9.9 and 
9.12,  
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9B.6  Prohibited Activities  
The following activities are prohibited activities 
 
Prohibited Activities Reference 
1. Damage or destruction of flood mitigation structures or work (including any planting) in the Open Space – Conservation and 

Scenic Zone and River Corridor.  
 

 

2. Landfills in the River Corridor.  
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9.3 Earthquake Hazards 
 

9.3.1 Introduction 

The district is subject to most earthquake hazards including strong ground shaking, 
liquefaction, fault rupture and earthquake induced slope failure.  
 
Fault Rupture 
A fault rupture has the potential to cause significant damage to buildings, structures 
and life without warning. A large earthquake could cause a fault rupture which may 
result in significant vertical and/or horizontal movement of land. It is likely that 
buildings or structures sited over a fault would suffer considerable damage. 
Therefore, it is important to avoid new buildings and development being sited directly 
over a fault trace where, based on the level of risk, it is reasonable to do so. 
 
A risk based approach assesses the risk posed by the fault hazard in conjunction 
with the type of development being sought and then translates that risk into District 
Plan provisions either allowing or restricting activities. Risk is assessed on the basis 
of three factors being: the hazard, elements at risk, and vulnerability. 
 
In the instance of a fault rupture hazard the elements at risk are either individual 
buildings or subdivisions. The vulnerability is determined by the Recurrence Interval 
Class (RIC) and Fault Complexity areas (i.e. how defined the fault trace is – Well-
Defined, Well-Defined Extension, Distributed, Uncertain-Constrained or Uncertain 
Poorly Constrained). 
 
The appropriateness of a subdivision and the location and design of proposed 
buildings can only be assessed when further site specific geotechnical investigations 
are undertaken for areas where buildings are to be proposed within a Fault 
Avoidance Area. The  geotechnical information will need to be supplied by the 
applicants to showing that the building is not located on the fault trace and/or fault 
rupture deformation and that the building or building sites are set back from that trace 
a suitable distance. If this cannot be achieved for whatever reasons, then 
consideration will be given to the risks associated with each fault and the physical 
limitations of the site. 
 
Five active fault traces have been identified within the District Plan and District Plan 
Maps, and they are as follows: 

 Ohariu Fault - the Ohariu Fault is traced from offshore of the south coast of 
Wellington, through Porirua, and north of Waikanae. It is primarily a right 
lateral strike-slip fault (west side moves north relative to east side). The 
Ohariu Fault has an estimated average recurrence interval of surface rupture 
of 1300 to 3800 years. The fault most recently ruptured approximately 1000 
years ago. It is expected that an individual surface rupture, associated with a 
7.5 Richter Scale magnitude earthquake, along the fault could generate 3 – 5  
metres of right-lateral displacement at the ground surface, with a lesser and 
variable amount of vertical displacement.  

 
 Northern Ohariu Fault - the Northern Ohariu Fault has an estimated average 

recurrence interval of surface rupture of between 2000 to 4200 years. The 
fault most recently ruptured approximately 300 – 1000 years ago. It is 
expected that an individual surface rupture along the fault could generate 3 – 
4 metres of right-lateral displacement at the ground surface.   
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 Gibbs Fault – the activity and location of the Gibbs Fault is less well 

constrained than both the Ohariu and Northern Ohariu faults. The Gibbs Fault 
has a recurrence interval of between 3500 – 5000 years and is thought 
capable of generating earthquakes in the order of 6.7 – 6.8 (+/- 0.25) Richter 
Scale magnitude.  

 
 Ōtaki Forks Fault - the average recurrence and timing of faults on the Ōtaki 

Forks Fault is unknown. However, a 3500 – 5000 year recurrence interval has 
been estimated and the potential surface rupture has been estimated to be 
approximately 1 metre.  

 
 Southeast Reikorangi Fault – there is the least information on this fault. It is 

estimated that the recurrence interval of this fault is 5000 – 10,000 years.  
 
(The information on the five active faults has been provided by the Institute of 
Geological and Nuclear Sciences in their report: Earthquake Fault Trace Survey 
Kāpiti Coast District dated August 2003, and their updated report August 2007.) 
 
Liquefaction 
There is potential for liquefaction to result in land subsidence across the district 
during a large distant earthquake event. Future observed liquefaction events in these 
areas may be associated with loose sand deposits within the floodplain deposits. 
There is also potential for lateral spread of the Waikanae and Otaki river banks.  
 
During a large earthquake on the Wellington Fault or one of the faults in the district 
the likelihood of liquefaction is more varied than a distant earthquake event and will 
depend on the ground conditions at a particular site.  
 
Slope Failure 
The Kapiti area has significant earthquake induced slope failure hazards particularly 
in the southern and southeastern parts of the district. For example between Pukerua 
Bay and Paekākāriki, the terrain is steep and slopes have a very high susceptibility to 
slope failure which could sever transport links to Wellington.  
 
Tsunami 
The District is considered to have a very low level risk from a damaging or 
catastrophic tsunami. The Kāpiti Coast has the lowest risk in the Wellington Region 
of a major or catastrophic tsunami, with earthquakes near the Solomon Islands 
posing the highest degree of risk. The risk for the Kāpiti Coast has been modelled 
using a distant pacific sourced 500 year event which results in a wave height of 2.5 – 
3 metres. This has been included in tsunami evacuation areas which are not part of 
this plan. 
 
While tsunami is acknowledged as a natural hazard for the District, the Council has 
not adopted district plan regulations to control the hazard or risk specifically with a 
tsunami event. The method considered most appropriate for reducing the impact of 
this hazard is an early warning system and the civil defence plans for emergency 
response procedures. The provision of information by the civil defence emergency 
management office also assists community awareness and preparedness. 
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9.3.2 Earthquake Hazards Policies 

    
Policy 9.14 – Activities within a Fault Avoidance Area Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
When assessing  applications for subdivisions, land uses and developments 
which are located within a Fault Avoidance Area, a risk management approach 
has been adopted and Council will consider a range of matters that seek to 
reduce the risk to building failure and loss of life from a fault rupture hazard, 
including: 

 Geotechnical information provided by a suitably qualified person 
demonstrating that any building is not located on a fault trace or fault 
trace deformation and maintains a reasonable setback distance in 
accordance with any geotechnical recommendations; and 

 The intensity of the subdivision and nature of future development of the 
site, including building design and construction techniques, and the 
likelihood of building failure and/or loss of life if the fault ruptured in a 
within 50 years; and 

 With the exception of BIC Type 2c, 3 and 4 buildings (see Table 9.2: 
Building Importance Category), it is not necessary to avoid or mitigate 
potential effects along the Southeast Reikorangi Fault; and excluding the 
Well-Defined and Well-Defined Extensions Areas, along the Gibbs and 
Otaki Forks faults. 

 
The risk management approach takes into account Recurrence Interval Classes 
(RIC), Building Importance Categories (BIC) and Fault Complexity. 
 

 

 
 
Explanation 
The Southeast Reikorangi Fault has a very long Recurrence Interval Class of 
between 5000 years and 10000 years, therefore the likelihood of a rupture on this 
fault and the location of the fault in rural hill country areas where there is limited 
development potential mean that the risk is low.  Therefore it does not warrant 
avoidance or mitigation of effects with the exception of BIC Type 2c, 3 and 4 
buildings.  
 
The Gibbs and Otaki Forks faults have a Recurrence Interval Class (between 3500 
years to 5000 years) and where the fault avoidance area is identified as Well-Defined 
or Well-Defined Extension avoiding building over the fault trace or fault trace 
deformation could result is severe consequences. However, where along the Gibbs 
and Otaki Forks faults it is identified as Distributed, Uncertain-Constrained or 
Uncertain-Poorly Constrained, the likelihood based on the Recurrence Interval Class 
is sufficiently low to make further  geotechnical investigations unnecessary. 
 
Across all faults, including the Southeast Reikorangi Fault, construction of BIC Type 
2c, 3 and 4 buildings is restricted because the nature of these buildings means that 
the risk associated with these elements are greatly increased. 
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Table 9.1 – Recurrence intervals for Ohariu, Northern Ohariu, Gibbs, South 
East Reikorangi and Otaki Forks Faults. 
FAULT 
COMPLEXITY 

RECURRENCE 
INTERVAL CLASS 
II 
 
Ohariu Fault and 
Northern Ohariu 
Fault 2000yrs - 
3500yrs 

RECURRENCE 
INTERVAL CLASS 
III 
 
Gibbs Fault and 
Otaki Forks Fault  
3500yrs - 5000yrs 

RECURRENCE 
INTERVAL CLASS 
IV 
 
South-East 
Reikorangi Fault 
5000yrs - 10000yrs 

 
Note 1: The information has been modified from a table prepared by GNS, 
‘Earthquake Fault Trace Survey, Kapiti Coast District’ 2003, however the resource 
consent categories have been modified as a result of submissions received by Kapiti 
Coast District Council on Plan Change 61. 
 
    
Policy 9.15 – Avoid high density and high risk uses in Fault 

Avoidance Areas 
Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
Higher density and higher risk uses such as commercial and industrial activities, 
community buildings and multi-unit housing (BIC categories 3 and 4) will be 
located to avoid Fault Avoidance Areas where they are identified in the Risk 
Management Approach. 

 

 
Explanation 
Due to the potential for larger numbers of people to congregate or work in community 
facilities, multi-unit housing, commercial areas or similar uses, these types of facilities 
should not be located within the Fault Avoidance Areas. Industrial buildings and 
buildings used for the storage of hazardous substances entail unacceptable risks to 
people and to the environment if located on the fault trace. 
 
    
Policy 9.16 – Liquefaction prone land Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
When assessing applications for subdivisions which are located on sandy, 
alluvial or peat soils, a risk management approach shall be adopted and Council 
will consider a range of matters that seek to reduce the risk to people and 
property, including: 

•  Geotechnical information provided by a suitably qualified person on 
liquefaction provided with any subdivision or development application; 

•  The intensity of the subdivision and nature of future development of the 
site, including building design and construction techniques; 

•  The risk to people and property posed by the liquefaction hazard and the 
extent to which the activity could increase the risk posed by the natural 
hazard. 

These investigations may result in identifying that some sites are not suitable for 
development and any such proposal would be declined. 

 

 
Explanation 
The risk of liquefaction in the district is currently poorly understood. GNS is currently 
undertaking a study of these risks.  Any person wanting to undertake subdivision, 
which creates additional lots on land with sandy, alluvial or peat soils will need to 
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undertake a site specific investigation to determine actual liquefaction susceptibility 
risks and provide that information as part of the subdivision consent application.   
    
 
Policy 9.17 – Tsunami Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
Residents will be warned to evacuate high risk areas prior to an anticipated 
distant source Tsunami event and recommended to self evacuate in the event of 
a local earthquake. There will be no regulatory controls placed on development 
in high risk areas in this plan. 
 

 

 
 
Explanation 
While tsunami is acknowledged as a natural hazard for the District, the Council has 
not adopted district plan regulations to control the hazard or risk specifically with a 
tsunami event. The method considered most appropriate for reducing the impact of 
this hazard is an early warning system and the civil defence plans for emergency 
response procedures. The provision of information by the civil defence emergency 
management office also assists community awareness and preparedness. 
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9.3.3 Earthquake Hazards Rules and Standards 

The following rules for fault hazards and liquefaction apply to all zones. The rules for earthquake hazards need to be read in conjunction with 
the Building Importance Table set out after the earthquake hazard rules.  
 

Rules and Standards Table (Earthquake hazards)  
   
Rule 9C.0. Applicability of Rules 9C.1 – 9C.6 
 
Rules 9C.1 to 9C.6 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 9C.1 to 9C.6 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
Rule 9C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with the corresponding permitted standards and all permitted activity 
standards under Rules 3A.1, 3B.1, 9D.1, 9E.1, 9F.1, 11A – XX.1, and 12A.1, 12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 unless otherwise specifically stated and are 
not otherwise listed as a controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying activity in this chapter. 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Reference 

1. Development within Fault 
Avoidance Areas (as 
identified on the Natural 
Hazard Maps) 

 

1. Within Well-Defined and Well Defined Extension areas for Ohariu and Northern Ohariu faults: 
Structures that are defined as Building Importance Category (BIC) Type 1; that comply with the 
permitted activity standards for the zone 

2. Within Well-Defined and Well Defined Extension areas for the Gibbs and Ōtaki Forks faults: 
Structures that are defined as BIC Type 1 and 2a; that comply with the permitted activity 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
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Rule 9C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with the corresponding permitted standards and all permitted activity 
standards under Rules 3A.1, 3B.1, 9D.1, 9E.1, 9F.1, 11A – XX.1, and 12A.1, 12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 unless otherwise specifically stated and are 
not otherwise listed as a controlled, re discretionary or non-complying activity in this chapter. stricted discretionary, 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Reference 

Refer to the Risk Based Matrix 
and Building Importance 
Category Table 9C below 

 

standards for the zone 
3. Within Well-Defined and Well Defined Extension areas for the Southeast Reikorangi Fault: 

Structures that are defined as BIC Type 1, 2a and 2b; that comply with the permitted activity 
standards for the zone 

4.  Within Distributed, Uncertain-Constrained and Uncertain-Poorly Constrained areas for the Ohariu 
and Northern Ohariu faults: Structures that are defined as BIC Type 1 and 2a;  

5. Within Distributed, Uncertain-Constrained and Uncertain-Poorly Constrained areas for the Gibbs, 
Ōtaki Forks and Southeast Reikorangi faults: Structures that are defined as BIC Type 1, 2a and 
2b. 
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9C.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activities 

Standards Matters the Council will restrict its 
discretion to 

Reference 

1. Subdivision in the Fault 
Avoidance Area which 
creates additional 
developable lots. 

 
 Criteria for Notification 
When assessing a resource 
consent application within the 
Fault Avoidance Areas, the 
effects associated with matters 
arising from the Fault Trace rules, 
shall be considered without the 
need to obtain the written 
approval of affected persons and 
need not be publicly notified. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1. Each lot shall be capable of providing a 200m2 building 
site, which has a minimum horizontal dimension of 12 
metres in any direction, clear of the identified Fault 
Avoidance Area (as shown in the Natural Hazards Maps), 
where the allotment is not a reserve or access lot.  

 
2. Building sites do not have to be clear of the Fault 

Avoidance Areas within the Distributed, Uncertain-
Constrained, and Uncertain-Poorly Constrained Areas of 
the Gibbs and Ōtaki Forks faults and no geotechnical 
information will be required. 

 
3. The entire Southeast Reikorangi Fault, is excluded from 

this provision. (ie zone provisions apply) 
 

1. The design and layout of the 
subdivision, earthworks and the 
location of any building site 
relative to the Fault Avoidance 
Area. 

 
2. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
3. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
Chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
4. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 and 
220 of the Resource Management 
Act. 

 
5. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network  

 
6. The location of any nominated  

building site relative to the natural 
hazards, historic heritage features 
and sensitive natural features 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
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9C.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Ac ivities t

Standards Matters the Council will restrict its 
discretion to 

Reference 

2. Buildings within Fault 
Avoidance Areas 
Building within Fault 
Avoidance Areas where the 
land use would otherwise be 
a permitted, controlled or 
restricted discretionary 
activity (refer to the Risk 
Based Matrix and Building 
Importance Category Table 
below): 

1. Geotechnical information shall be provided by a suitably 
qualified person demonstrating that the building is not 
located on a fault trace and/or fault trace deformation. 
The information shall identify the location and depth of the 
Fault Trace in respect of any building platform. The 
information shall be recorded using Geographical 
Positioning Satellite (GPS) Information System. 

2. Within Well-Defined and Well-Defined Extension Areas 
for the Ohariu and Northern Ohariu faults: Structures that 
are defined as BIC Type 2a and 2b.  

3. Within Well-Defined and Well-Defined Extension Areas 
for the Gibbs and Ōtaki Forks faults: Structures that are 
defined as BIC Type 2b.  

4. Within Distributed, Uncertain-Constrained and Uncertain-
Poorly Constrained Areas for Ohariu and Northern Ohariu 
faults: Structures that are defined as BIC Type 2b.  

5. Within all Fault Avoidance Areas for all faults: Structures 
that are defined as BIC Type 2c. 

 

1. The location of any building site 
relative to the location and depth 
of fault traces  

 
2. The location and design of 

buildings to mitigate effects from a 
fault rupture hazard  

 
3. The level of risk posed by the fault 

trace rupturing  
 
4. The manner in which the 

topography, land features of the 
site and access to infrastructure 
affect the ability to locate the 
building site  

 
5. In respect to BIC Type 2c 

buildings; the nature, scale and 
use of those buildings.  

 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
 

3. Subdivision of land with peat 
or sand soils  

 

1. Geotechnical information shall be provided by a suitably 
qualified and experienced person (to building consent 
level) on liquefaction risk 

2. Proposed building areas with a minimum dimension of 20 
m shall be identified for each lot.  

 
 

1. The outcomes of the geotechnical 
investigation on liquefaction risk 

 
2.  Whether the potential risk to the 

health and safety of people, and 
property from liquefaction can be 
avoided or mitigated 

 

Policies 9.4 and 
9.17 
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9C.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activities 

Standards Matters the Council will restrict its 
discretion to 

Reference 

3. The design and layout of the 
subdivision including earthworks. 
Servicing and the location of any 
building platforms. 

 
4. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
5. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
Chapter 12 of this Plan. 

 
6. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 and 
220 of the Resource Management 
Act. 

 
7. Vehicle access points onto legal 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network  

 
8. The location of any nominated  

building site relative to the natural 
hazards, heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
4. Any new building defined 1. Geotechnical information shall be provided by a suitably 1. The outcomes of the geotechnical Policies 9.4 and 
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9C.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activities 

Standards Matters the Council will restrict its 
discretion to 

Reference 

as BIC Type  2c, 3 and 4 
located on land with sand 
or peat soils  

qualified and experienced person (to building consent 
level) on liquefaction. 

investigation on liquefaction by a 
suitably qualified and experienced 
person; 

 
2. Whether the potential risk to the 

health and safety of the people 
and property from liquefaction can 
be avoided or mitigated. 

 
3. The design and location of the 

building 
 

9.17 
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9C.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities 
 
Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Reference 
1. Subdivision within Fault Avoidance Areas 

Subdivision of land identified as being within the Fault 
Avoidance Area for all of the Ohariu and Northern Ohariu 
faults, and within the Well-Defined and Well-Defined 
Extension Areas for the Gibbs and Ōtaki Forks faults (see 
Natural Hazards maps for detail) where a 200m2 building 
site, which has a minimum dimension of 12 metres, is not 
provided clear of the identified Fault Avoidance Area and 
where the subdivision would otherwise be a restricted 
discretionary activity. 

 
Refer to the Risk Based Matrix and Building Importance 
Category Table 9C below.  
 
Criteria for Notification (Rural Zone) 
2. When assessing a resource consent application within the 

Fault Avoidance Areas, the effects associated with matters 
arising from the Fault Trace rules, shall be considered 
without the need to obtain the written approval of affected 
persons and need not be publicly notified. 
 

1. The location of any building site relative to the location and depth of 
fault traces. 

2. The manner in which the topography, land features of the site and 
access to infrastructure affect the ability to locate the building site. 

3. For the Rural Zone, In respect to BIC Type 2c buildings; the nature, 
scale and use of those buildings. 

4. The adequacy of geotechnical information shall be provided by a 
suitably qualified person demonstrating that any building is not 
located on the fault trace and/or fault rupture deformation. The 
information shall include the location and depth of the Fault Trace in 
respect of any building platform, recorded using Geographical 
Positioning Satellite (GPS) Information Systems. 

5. The location and design of buildings to mitigate effects from a fault 
rupture hazard. 

6. The level of risk posed by the fault trace rupturing. 
7. Identification on a survey plan of any ‘Building Exclusion Zones’ 

where no part of a building may be located. 
 

 
Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
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9C.5  Non-Complying Activities 
The following are non-complying activities 
 
Non-Complying Activities Assessment Criteria Reference 
1. The location of structures defined as BIC Type 3 and Type 4 and  any Type 1, 2a, 2b, 2c structure associated with a Type 3 

and/or Type 4 structure or activity within the Fault Avoidance Areas (refer to the Risk Based Matrix and Building Importance 
Category Table below). 

 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
 

2. Network utilities within Fault Avoidance Areas 
 

Policies 9.2, 9.3, 
9.4, 9.14 and 
9.15 
 

 
Table 9.2 – Building Importance Category (BIC) and Representative Examples (as modified from source GNS, ‘Earthquake Fault Trace 
Survey Kapiti Coast District, 2003). 
Building 
Importance 
Category 
(BIC) 

Description Examples 

1 Temporary and/or non-habitable structures 
and additions to existing dwellings with low 
hazard to life and other properties (provided 
those additions do not increase the number of 
dwellings on the site) 

 Non-habitable stand-alone structures 
 Accessory Buildings 
 Farm buildings, fences 
 Towers in rural situations 
 Additions to any dwelling type, including additions to existing two-storey dwellings 

2a Timber-Framed residential construction 
<300m2 

 Timber framed single-storey dwellings <300m2 
 Family flats 

2b Other Residential Buildings including 
timber-framed residential construction with a 
floor area greater than 300m2 and/or with 
multiple storeys, and specific other residential 
construction. 

 Timber framed with multiple storeys 
 Timber framed houses with area> 300m2 
 Houses outside the scope of NZS 3604 “Timber Framed Buildings” 

2c Normal Structures (including structures not 
in other categories) 

 Multi-occupancy residential, commercial and industrial buildings 
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3 Important Structures that may contain 
people in crowds or contents of high value to 
the community or pose risks to people in 
crowds 

 Public assembly buildings. Theatres and cinemas <1000m2 
 Car parking buildings 
 Emergency medical and other emergency facilities not designated as critical post 

disaster facilities 
 Airport terminals, railway stations, schools 
 Museums and art galleries 
 Municipal buildings 
 Grandstands 
 Service Stations 
 Hazardous facilities 

4 Critical Structures with special post disaster 
functions 

 Major infrastructure facilities 
 Air traffic control installations 
 Designated civilian emergency centres, medical emergency facilities, emergency 

vehicle garages, fire and police stations 
 
Note 1: Subdivisions located within a Fault Avoidance Area are controlled by separate rules. Where a subdivision has occurred within a Fault 
Avoidance Area and consent notices control the location of a or define a building site – the directions of the consent notices are to be given 
primacy over these provisions. 
 
Note 2: The Building Importance Categories of Type 1, 2a, 2b, 3 and 4 are defined in Table X and are taken from GNS, ‘Earthquake Fault 
Trace Survey Kapiti Coast District, 2003’. Building Importance Category Type 2c has been added as a result of submissions received by KCDC 
on plan Change 61. 
 
Note 3: The resource consent category applies only to the development of buildings, not to subdivision. 
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9.4 Erosion and Slope Stability 
 

9.4.1 Introduction 

Landslips pose a significant risk not only to existing properties within the district but 
also to regional and nationally significant infrastructure including transport routes 
such as SH1 and the rail corridor. In the southern and southeastern parts of the 
district the terrain is steep and slopes have a very high susceptibility to slope failure. 
Predictions of changing weather patterns from climate change suggest that there 
could be more frequent and intense rainstorm events which may cause more 
damage to erosion prone land and increase risk to people and property. The erosion 
prone land within the district is shown on the Natural Hazard Planning maps.  The 
erosion susceptability mapping was undertaken in a study for the Ministry for the 
Environment. The maps show erosion risk categories from very high to no risk. 

9.4.2 Erosion and Slope Stability Policies 

   
Policy 9.18 – Erosion Risk Assessment Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
When assessing applications for subdivisions and developments which are 
located on land which has a moderate or high erosion risk, a risk management 
approach will be taken and Council will consider a range of matters that seek to 
reduce the risk to people and property, including: 

 geotechnical information provided by a suitably qualified person on slope 
stability provided with any subdivision or development application; 

 engineering information for mitigation or remediation works if practicable;
 the intensity of the subdivision and nature of future development of the 

site; 
 any measures proposed to avoid or mitigate any potential effects on 

slope stability including the retirement and planting of steeper land. 
 the extent to which any subdivision or building will, or may, result in 

damage to property or harm to people. 
 the activity or any subsequent use of the land and the potential of those 

activities to increase erosion or instability or result in material damage to 
any structure or building on that land or any other land. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The areas of moderate or high erosion prone land are illustrated on the district 
planning maps. People wanting to undertake subdivision or development on land 
which has a moderate to high susceptibility to erosion will be required to provide a 
geotechnical assessment as part of their subdivision or land use consent application. 
Subdivision and development will not be undertaken on land where there is an 
erosion risk that cannot be remediated.  
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-36] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan    Hazards 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-37] - Notified 29 November 2012 

 
Policy 9.19 – Erosion Risk Avoidance Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
Subdivision and development on land identified in the District Plan maps as 
having moderate or high erosion risk will be avoided, unless a comprehensive 
engineering and geotechnical report demonstrates that the land is sufficiently 
stable for the subdivision or development activities proposed.  

 

 
 

Explanation 
Areas prone to erosion have been identified in the District Plan Natural Hazard maps. 
These areas are steep hill country areas where little development is anticipated. 
These areas are commonly used for forestry activities and less commonly for 
pastoral farming and rural living. This policy is related to policy 7.xx and 7.xx  and will 
be implemented by rules in the rural environment and open spaces chapters. 
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9.4.3 Erosion and Slope Stability Rules and Standards 

The following rules for erosion and slope stability apply to all zones. The erosion prone land within the district is illustrated on the Natural Hazard Maps and is 
based on an assessment undertaken by the Ministry for the Environment which takes into account a number of factors including slope, soil type and exposure 
to weather patterns. 
 

Rules and Standards Table (Erosion and slope stability)  
 
Rule9D.0. Applicability of Rules 9D.1 – 9D.3 
 
Rules 9D.1 to 9D.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 9D.1 to 9D.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
Rule 9D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with the corresponding permitted standards and all permitted activity 
standards under Rules 3A.1, 3B.1, 9D.1, 9E.1, 9F.1, 11A – XX.1, and 12A.1, 12B.1, 12C.1 and 12D.1 unless otherwise specifically stated and 
are not otherwise listed as a controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying activity in this chapter. 
Permitted Activities Standards Reference 

1. Any extension to an 
existing habitable 
building  on land shown 
as having high erosion 
susceptibility (as shown 
on the Natural Hazard 
maps) 

1. The extension shall not exceed 15% of the total floor space of the existing room or 20m2, whichever 
is lesser, in any 10 year period. 

 
 
 

Policies 9.2, 
9.3, 9.4 and 
9.18 
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Rule 3D.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Restricted Discretionary 
Activities 

Standards Matters the Council will restrict its 
discretion to 

Reference 

1. Subdivision of land with a 
slope greater than 25 
degrees and having high 
erosion susceptibility (as 
shown on the Natural 
Hazard maps). 

 
Boundary adjustments 
where no new lots are 
created are excluded from 
this rule. 

1. A report from an appropriately qualified and experienced 
person shall be provided demonstrating that any habitable 
building, network utility, access, and earthworks required 
will not be likely to nor contribute to damage to any 
habitable building, access or network utility or any adjoining 
property arising from slope instability. 

 
 

1. The outcomes of the report into 
slope instability from an 
appropriately qualified and 
experienced person. 

 
2. Any measures proposed to avoid 

or mitigate any potential effects 
on slope stability including the 
retirement and planting of steeper 
land. 

 
3. The design and layout of the 

subdivision including earthworks,  
 
4. Council’s Subdivision and 

Development Principles and 
Requirements 2012. 

 
5. The imposition of financial 

contributions in accordance with 
Chapter 1 of this Plan. 

 
6. The imposition of conditions in 

accordance with sections 108 and 
220 of the Resource 
Management Act. 

 
7. Vehicle access points onto legal 

Policies 9.2, 
9.3, 9.4, 9.18 
and 9.19 
 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-39] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan    Hazards 
 

road including the State Highway 
Network and any effects on the 
transport network  

 
8. The location of any nominated  

building site relative to the natural 
hazards, heritage features and 
sensitive natural features 

 
2. Any new or relocated 

buildings on land with a 
slope greater than 25 
degrees or having high 
erosion susceptibility (as 
shown on the Natural 
Hazards maps). 

1. A report from an appropriately qualified and experienced 
person shall be provided demonstrating that any habitable 
building, network utility, access, and earthworks required 
will not be likely to nor contribute to damage to any 
habitable building, access or network utility or any adjoining 
property arising from slope instability. 

1. The outcomes of the report into 
slope instability from an 
appropriately qualified and 
experienced person. 

2. Any measures proposed to avoid 
or mitigate any potential effects 
on slope stability including the 
retirement and planting of 
steeper land. 

 

Policies 9.2, 
9.3, 9.4, 9.18 
and 9.19 
 

3. Any extension to an 
existing building on land 
with a slope greater than 
25 degrees and having 
high erosion 
susceptibility which 
does not meet the 
permitted activity 
standards. 

1. A report from an appropriately qualified and experienced 
person shall be provided demonstrating that any habitable 
building, network utility, access and earthworks required will 
not be likely to nor contribute to damage to any habitable 
building, access or network utility or any adjoining property 
arising from slope instability. 

1. The outcomes of the report into 
slope instability from an 
appropriately qualified and 
experienced person. 

2. Any measures proposed to avoid 
or mitigate any potential effects 
on slope stability including the 
retirement and planting of steeper 
land. 

3. The ability to meet the objectives 
and policies for the zone and 
natural hazards chapter. 

4. The extent to which the activity 
could increase the risk posed by 
the natural hazard. 

Policies 9.2, 
9.3, 9.4, 9.18 
and 9.19 
 

Earthworks (not associated  1. The scale and design of the Policies 9.2, 
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with forestry) on land with a 
slope greater than 25 degrees 
and having high erosion 
susceptibility (as shown on the 
Natural Hazard maps). 

earthworks. 
2. Any potential effects of the 

earthworks on erosion and slope 
stability. 

3. Any mitigation measures 
proposed. 
 

9.3, 9.4, 9.18 
and 9.19 
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9.5 Fire Hazards 
 

9.5.1 Fire Hazard Introduction 

 
Fire Hazards 
The nature of the Kapiti Coast climate varies greatly, resulting in the District developing a 
high fire danger, sometimes earlier than the rest of the Wellington Region. Some areas of 
the district are more prone to wildfire than others. The coastal dune area is very quick to 
dry out following periods of low rainfall or sustained northwest winds. The lowland hills of 
the Tararua Ranges are also being increasingly planted in exotic pine which increases the 
fire risk. The wildfire hazard (risk to life and property) has increased due to increasing 
development in these high risk wildfire zones. Climate change projections pose an 
additional wildfire threat with increased propensity for drought and stronger or more 
sustained wind events. 
 
The rules and standards for managing fire hazards require all rural properties in high risk 
fire hazard zones, and commercial forests, to have access roads and tracks that are 
appropriately designed, built, and maintained for entry and exit of fire fighting vehicles. 
The District Plan also sets a requirement that all residential properties in rural areas 
(developed since 1999) must have a water tank situated on their property, so that they 
can be used for fire fighting purposes. Developers are also required to have water storage 
tanks specifically for fire fighting purposes strategically placed in any rural area 
development. These rules and standards relating to fire hazards are set out in the Rural 
and Open Space chapters of this Plan. 
 

9.5.2 Fire Hazard Policy 

    
Policy 9.21 – Fire hazards Reference 

Objective 
2.5 

 
Risks to people and property from fire hazards will be required to be minimised by: 
a) Requiring plantation forestry and forestry harvesting activities in rural and open 

space zones to be designed to enable quick response to fire; and 
b) Requiring rural zones to provide water for firefighting; and  
c) Requiring access and adequate fire fighting water supplies to be provided for fire 

appliances in all zones. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Fire fighting can be less effective in minimising damage in the district by structures which 
impede access for fire appliances. In urban areas fire hydrants are provided connected to 
the pressurised water reticulation system, in rural areas there is generally no reticulation 
therefore water storage in tanks or dams is required to enable fire fighting. 
 
There is a high risk of fire occurring in plantation forestry; therefore a fire plan is required 
prior to commencing a new plantation forestry activity, including harvesting existing 
plantations.  
 
This policy is related to policy 7.xx and 7.xx and will be implemented by rules in the rural 
environment and open spaces chapters. 
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9.5.3 Fire Hazard Rules and Standards 

 
 

FIRE HAZARDS – Rules and Standards are integrated into the 
rural, living, working and open spaces chapters.  Rules x.x and 
x.x 
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9.6 Man-made Hazards: Hazardous 
Substances / Contaminated Land 
The primary objective (set out in chapter 2) that this sub-chapter implements is 
Objective 2.10 – Contaminated Land / Hazardous Facilities. The following objectives 
are also relevant to this chapter: 

2.5 Natural Hazards  
2.14 Access and Transport 

 
 

9.6.1 Introduction 
 
The District Plan adopts measures that minimise the risks to people, property and the 
natural environment including the risk of future contamination of land by activities that use 
hazardous substances.  A distinction is made between source-orientated protection and 
contaminated land management.  Source-orientated protection is aimed at preventing 
adverse effects on the environment, including infrastructure and the public health of the 
communities within the District, through managing land use, while contaminated land 
management deals with the clean-up, remediation and reuse of land which is already 
contaminated, often as a result of past activities. 
 
These controls are complementary to the National Environmental Standard for Assessing 
and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health 2012, New Zealand 
Standards, Regulations and Legislation for activities involving dangerous, toxic and 
explosive substances.  They are not a substitution for the site and zone standards of the 
relevant zone, or any other legislation that deals with hazardous substances, such as 
Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act (HSNO), Medicines Act, and Health and 
Safety in Employment Act or any subsequent legislation.  Consent may also be required 
from Greater Wellington Regional Council. 

9.6.2 Hazardous Substances Policies 

Facilities and activities involving the use, storage and/or disposal of hazardous 
substances have the potential to cause adverse effects through inadequate site 
management leading to the discharge or accidental release of hazardous substances.  
Adverse effects are related to the hazard posed by particular substances in terms of their 
intrinsic properties such as flammability or toxicity, whereas the level of risk is related to 
the probability of release of hazardous substances, combined with the potential effects 
caused by their release.  Such adverse effects need to be avoided, remedied or mitigated 
to safeguard the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil and ecosystems. 

The policies focus on the location and operation of hazardous facilities and activities 
which have the potential to cause adverse effects on the environment, physical assets 
and human health.  The location of hazardous facilities requires careful management to 
safeguard environmentally sensitive areas, such as aquifers, waterways, coastal waters 
and wetlands as well as the health and safety of the local community. 

The activity status of all activities for new facilities for hazardous substances is 
determined by the Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure regardless of the size, 
substance(s) or processes proposed except where explicitly exempted.   The level of risk 
resulting from the quantities and types of hazardous substances used or stored at a 
facility is presented as an Effects Ratio.   Table 9.1 lists the Effects Ratio Trigger Level for 
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each zone and sets the ratio below which the activity is permitted, subject to compliance 
with performance standards.  Only those activities which exceed trigger values as 
determined in this Chapter of the Plan are subject to more detailed assessment, and 
additional controls may be applied. 

 

 

Policy 9.22 – Hazardous Facilities Management Reference 

Objective 
2.10 
 
 

Hazardous facilities and activities will be located, designed, constructed and 
managed to minimise adverse effects and risks to the environment, such as: 

a) contamination of water, soil and air; 

b) damage to natural systems including ecosystems; 

c) accumulation of persistent or bioaccumulative substances in the bodies of 
humans and animals, resulting in chronic and/or long-term damage to their 
health; 

d) acute damage to human health through exposure to substances affecting 
skin, mucous membranes, respiratory and digestive systems; 

e) fire, explosive events, or corrosive damage. 

 

 

 

Policy 9.23 – Proximity to Natural Hazards Reference 

Objectives 
2.5 and 
2.10 
 
 

Hazardous facilities or activities will be managed to minimise hazard risk in any of 
the following areas as identified on District Plan maps: 

a) river or stream corridor; 

b) overflow path;  

c) residual overflow path ; 

d) flood erosion area; 

e) flood storage area; 

f) ponding area 

g) fill control hazard area; 

h) residual ponding area; 

i) moderate or high erosion area; 

j) high susceptibility to liquefaction; 

k) well defined fault avoidance area; 

l) well defined extension fault avoidance area; 

m) coastal hazards management area. 
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Policy 9.24 – Compatibility with Adjacent Activities  Reference 

Objective 
2.10 
 
 

Hazardous facilities and substances will be managed to avoid levels of risk that 
are incompatible with any activities permitted in the adjacent area, by: 

a) minimising effect including risk beyond the boundary; and 

b) identifying and assessing the risk to the environment from individual and 
cumulative effects of the operation or hazardous facilities. 

The Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure will be used to identify facilities or 
activities requiring more detailed assessment and/or additional control.   

 

 

 
 
Explanation 
Facilities or activities involving the use, storage, transport or disposal of hazardous 
substances have the potential to adversely affect human health, the environment or 
physical assets through accidental discharge, insignificant but continual losses / 
emissions, inappropriate siting or poor management practice. 
 
Council adopted the Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure (HFSP) in 1999 to 
assess whether resource consent is required for new land use activities involving facilities 
which store or use hazardous substances.  Its purpose is to determine whether the facility 
will be permitted subject to minimum performance standards, or will require land use 
resource consent.  
 
The HFSP assesses whether the potential cumulative environmental effects presented by 
the hazardous substances on a proposed site are significant.  The effects of any particular 
substance are categorised into three groups: 

1. Fire/Explosion:- concerned with damage to property, the built environment and 
safety of people; 

2. Human Health:- concerned with the wellbeing, health and safety of people; and 
3. Environment:- concerned with damage to ecosystems and natural resources 

and systems. 
 
The level of risk resulting from the quantities and types of hazardous substances used or 
stored at a facility is presented as an Effects Ratio Trigger Level. Table 9.1 lists the 
different Effects Ratio Trigger Level for each zone and sets the ratio below which the 
activity is permitted, subject to compliance with minimum performance standards.   
 
Any hazardous facility involving Hazardous Substances that exceed the Effects Ratio 
Trigger Level for the zone in which it is located is a Discretionary Activity.  Where it has 
been determined that a proposed facility requires Discretionary Activity resource consent, 
the level of risk from that facility will be assessed in terms of its potential adverse effects.  
Conditions will be attached to ensure that the facility does not have an adverse effect 
including off-site effects, or cumulative effects on the environment and communities. 
 
While some hazardous facilities may be permitted to operate without resource consent 
because their anticipated adverse effects are expected to be low, an aggregation of such 
facilities may cause unacceptable adverse effects which need to be controlled. 
 
To be able to carry out an HFSP calculation, information is required on the location and 
lay-out of the facility, nature of the surrounding environment, as well as the types and 
quantities of hazardous substances proposed to be stored or used on the site.  Some 
guidance on how to use the HFSP is provided in Appendix 1.  More extensive guidance 
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and materials can be found on the Ministry for the Environment’s website 
http://www.mfe.govt.nz.  Prior to undertaking any calculations, users should check that 
HFSP substance ratings and technical data tabs are up-to-date by referring to 
Environment Protection Agency (EPA).   
 
Exemptions  
Although the Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure was developed to handle any 
substance, it is not suitable for the following situations and the hazardous substance 
provisions on the Plan do not apply of the following activities: 

1. The incidental use and storage of hazardous substances in minimal domestic 
scale quantities;  

2. Fuel in motor vehicles, boats and small engines; 

3. Retail outlets for domestic scale usage of hazardous substances (i.e. 
supermarkets, hardware shops, pharmacies, home garden centres); 

4. Gas and oil pipelines; 

5. Trade waste sewers and landfill sites; 

6. Hazardous activities not involving hazardous substances (e.g. mineral extraction, 
high voltage transmission lines, radio masts), or presenting a dust explosive risk of 
non-hazardous substances (e.g. coal dust); 

7. Facilities using genetically modified or new organisms.  New or genetically 
modified organisms are most appropriately controlled by the HSNO Act.  EPA is a 
specialist body set up to deal with such applications and is required to undertake a 
thorough risk, cost and benefit assessment.  Any Council deemed to have an 
interest in a particular application will be notified. 

8. Hazardous substances in transit. 

9. Hazardous substances in temporary storage at a transport interchange area. 

10. Storage and use of hazardous substances in associated with temporary military 
training activities where Clause 9A of the hazardous Substances (Classes 1-5 
Controls) Regulations 2001 (hazardous substances used in military combat or 
training for combat) applies. 

11. Any use or storage of radioactive material with an activity below that specified as 
an exempt activity in the Radiation Protection Regulation, 1982. 

12. Any installation where the combined transformer oil capacity of the electricity 
transformers is less than 1,000 litres; 

13. Hazardous Facilities which have well developed industry standards and codes of 
practice based on well established levels of risk also may be exempted from the 
HFSP, except in any area identified on District Plan maps as having a natural 
hazard risk. 

Activities deemed to comply with this exemption are: 

 The retail sale of petrol (up to 100,000 litres storage in underground tanks) 
and diesel (up to 50,000 litres storage in underground tanks) provided that 
the OSH Code of Practice for Design Installation and Operation of 
Underground Petroleum Storage Systems’ (1992), Supplement No 1 
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Management of Existing Underground Petroleum Storage Systems (1995) or 
any subsequent versions / updates are adhered to.  

 The retail sale of LPG (up to 6 tonnes and single vessel storage) provided 
that the Australian/New Zealand AS/NZS 1696:2008 or any subsequent 
update is adhered to. 

14. Existing hazardous facilities where section 10 or 10A of the RMA 1991 apply.  In 
this regard it is noted that Council adopted the use of the HFSP into the District 
Plan in 1999. 

 

Policy 9.25 – Reverse Sensitivity Ref. 

The establishment of sensitive land uses within or in close proximity to existing 
lawfully established hazardous facilities or areas identified for hazardous facilities 
shall be avoided or managed, in order to allow such facilities to carry out their 
operations without unreasonable constraints. 

Objective 
2.10 
 
 

 
Explanation 
Reverse sensitivity, that is the effects of new, risk sensitive activities on the ability of an 
existing lawfully established hazardous facility to carry out its operations effectively, may 
need to be taken into account particularly for significant hazardous facilities or clusters of 
smaller hazardous facilities, where residual risks cannot reasonably be reduced to 
insignificant levels. 
 

 

Policy 9.26 – Transport of Hazardous Substances Reference 

The transport of hazardous substances as part of a land use activity will be 
undertaken in a safe manner by modes and transport routes which prevent or 
minimise the risk of adverse effects on human health, on natural and physical 
resources, or on other transport users. 

Objectives 
2.10 and 
2.14 
 
 

 
Explanation 
The transport of hazardous substances on land within New Zealand is controlled by the 
Land Transport Rule: Dangerous Goods 2005 (created under the Land Transport Act 
1998), and is required to follow the New Zealand Standard 5433 (which is administered by 
the Ministry of Transport).  Although it is not considered necessary for the transport of 
hazardous substances in the District to be the subject of resource consent, operators who 
intend to transport hazardous substances, as part of a wider operation, will be required to 
consider the possible associated adverse effects to the environment as part of any 
application for resource consent.   
 
 

Policy 9.27 – Disposal and Storage of Hazardous Waste Reference 

The disposal and storage of hazardous wastes, including trade wastes, will be 
managed in an environmentally safe manner to prevent it discharging: 

a. directly into Council’s stormwater or sewer network, unless authorised by 
Council’s Water / Wastewater Asset Manager; or 

Objective 
2.10 
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b. into or onto land, groundwater, any water body or potable water supply 
unless resource consent from Greater Wellington Regional Council allows 
otherwise. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The inappropriate disposal of hazardous waste can result in contamination of soil, air, 
groundwater or surface water, both at the source and at locations remote from the source 
though migration.  The improper release of hazardous substances into the environment 
presents a major threat to the life supporting capacity of the environment and community 
health. 
 
Hazardous waste must be disposed of at a licensed hazardous waste facility that can 
accept such waste, or alternatively be treated to reduce the level or mobility of the 
contaminants to acceptable levels.  
 
 

Policy 9.28 – Assessment Criteria Reference 

Objective 
2.10 
 
 

When considering land use applications for hazardous facilities or other activities 
involving hazardous substances, the Council will minimise hazard risk by having 
regard to the following: 

a. the nature and scale of the proposed facility and associated operations 
and the proposed site layout; 

b. the management of the hazardous substances proposed to be used, 
stored, transported and/or disposed of, including selection of transport 
routes, the management of wastes, and cleaner production and waste 
minimization initiatives; 

c. the suitability of the site in terms of its biophysical characteristics, the  
surrounding area, and relevant infrastructure on and off-site, including 
site drainage, roads and natural hazard risks, such as seismic, coastal 
erosion and flooding risks; 

d. whether the risk assessment is appropriate to the type and scale of the 
proposal; 

e. the appropriateness of the proposed monitoring and maintenance 
schedules, emergency and contingency planning; 

f. potential cumulative effects with neighbouring facilities; 

g. where it is likely that an activity will result in a significant adverse effect 
on the environment, whether there are any viable alternatives for 
sites/locations, substances, quantities, processes/equipment, site 
management. 

 

 
 
Explanation 
If not properly controlled, hazardous facilities can cause significant environmental 
damage.  Many of the district’s industrial areas are located in close proximity to residential 
areas.  The industrial areas are also the workplace of a number of people.  The safety and 
health of people in the community are at risk if adequate controls are not placed on 
hazardous facilities.   
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The assessment criteria are designed to guide both the applicant and the Council in 
providing clarity around what is to be assessed, and to facilitate the development of 
controls which reduce or avoid the risk to the community and the environment. 
 

9.6.3  Contaminated and Potentially Contaminated Land 

Both District and Regional Councils have roles in managing contaminated land.  Under 
the RMA (Section 30(1)(ca)), Regional Councils are charged with the investigation of land 
to identify and monitor contaminated sites, while District Councils control land use to 
prevent or mitigate the adverse effects of the development, subdivision or use of land 
(Section 31(1)(b)(iia)).   

The Council uses Wellington Regional Council’s Selected Land Use Register (SLUR) and 
the Ministry for the Environment’s Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) to 
primarily identify contaminated land, and gather and record information on contaminated 
land. 

HAIL is a list of activities that are considered likely to cause land contamination and 
therefore provides guidance for identifying potentially contaminated land.  HAIL is 
available at: http://www.mfe.govt.nz and at Kapiti Coast District Council offices. 

Wellington Regional Council’s SLUR contains six different classifications relating to 
contaminated land: 

 Verified history of HAIL 
 Unverified history of HAIL 
 Contamination confirmed 
 Contamination acceptable / managed / remediated 
 No identified contamination 
 Entered into database in error 

These records are used by the Council when assessing applications for resource 
consents, to managing the adverse effects resulting from a change in land use or 
subdivision of contaminated land.  Typically remediation is undertaken by the site owner 
and occurs prior to a change in use or when facilities are retired or replaced, e.g. fuel 
storage tanks.  However, it is not practicable to remedy all contaminated sites and many 
are not likely to undergo remediation unless a change to a more sensitive land use is 
proposed, e.g. in the short to medium term, it is more practical to manage closed landfills 
to contain contaminants rather than remedy these sites at a significant cost. 

While much of this land has been identified by the Regional Council (in SLUR) and the 
Council through consent (building and resource) and private plan change processes, 
there remain areas of land within the District that may potentially be contaminated due to 
past practices and activities.  It is the landowner’s responsibility to identify, manage and, 
where necessary, remediate contaminated land.  

The importance of a nationally consistent methodology for identifying, assessing and 
where necessary, ensuring that the land is remediated or contaminants contained, is 
recognised in the development of the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) 
Regulations 2012.  These controls are mandatory and apply to specific activities which 
heighten risks to human health on sites which are identified as potentially contaminated, 
e.g. earthworks or a change from industrial or horticulture to residential use.  The National 
Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect 
Human Health does not address environmental impacts. 
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When resource consent is necessary under the rules in this sib-chapter, the objectives 
and policies are to be considered in conjunction with the objectives and policy provisions 
for the plan for the underlying Area. 
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9.6.3  Contaminated Land Policies 

 

Policy 9.29 – Identify Reference 

Contaminated and potentially contaminated land in the District will be 
identified through the consent or plan change process, to enable the land to be 
managed or remediated to eliminate any unacceptable risk to the environment. 

Objective 
2.10 

 
 

Policy 9.30 – Criteria for Identification Reference 

Objective 
2.10 

Contaminated and potentially contaminated land in the District will be 
identified using the following criteria: 

a) was used, is presently used, or is likely to have been used for an 
activity appearing on the Hazardous Activities and Industries List; or 

b) identified as contaminated by the Kapiti Coast District Council or the 
Wellington Regional Council’s SLUR database. 

 

 
Explanation (Policies 9.29 and 9.30) 
Not all the contaminated land in the District has been identified.  As a guideline for 
identifying potentially contaminated land, the Council uses the Hazardous Activities and 
Industries List (HAIL).  The HAIL identifies most situations in New Zealand where 
hazardous substances could cause land contamination and is used to identify sites for 
inclusion on Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Selected Land Use Register (SLUR).  
HAIL lists 52 specific land uses that can potentially cause contamination. 
 
Land owners are required to assess the risk posed by land identified as contaminated or 
potentially contaminated at the time of lodging an application for resource consent or a 
request for a private change so that the Council can be satisfied that the land is safe for 
the proposed end land use. 
   

Policy 9.31 – Site Investigations Reference 

Site investigations of contaminated land will be carried out in accordance with 
national best practice, including the Ministry for the Environment’s 
Contaminated Land Management Guidelines No.1 to No. 5. 

Objective 
2.10 

 
 

Policy 9.32 – Management or Remediation Reference 

Objective 
2.10 

Any development, subdivision or change in land use on HAIL land, or land 
identified as contaminated or potentially contaminated by the Kapiti Coast 
District Council or the Wellington Regional Council’s SLUR database, that is 
reasonably likely to increase the risk of exposing people or the environment to 
contaminants, will be managed or remediated to eliminate any unacceptable 
risk to the environment. 

 

 
 
Explanation (Policies 9.31 and 9.32) 
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Site investigations will be required when land has been used for an activity which could 
result in contamination. The investigations are to determine whether the land is 
contaminated and what level of contamination is present. 
 
Risk is the potential for adverse consequences resulting from a hazard.  It quantifies the 
likelihood that a hazard’s potential to cause harm will be realised.  Decision making 
requires clearly defined criteria about acceptable and unacceptable risk.   
 
The precise level of acceptable risk varies depending on the scale and nature of the 
contaminant source, its location relative to any potential receptors (ecosystems, plants, 
animals, people) and the exposure scenario (how the receptors might come into contact 
with the hazard).  The Ministry for the Environment’s Contaminated Land Management 
Guidelines No. 2 – Hierarchy and Application in New Zealand for Environment Guideline 
Values (updated 2011) was developed to ensure the consistent selection and application 
of environmental guidelines.  The Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) 
Regulations 2011 incorporates the Ministry for the Environment’s Methodology for 
Deriving Standards for Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health, which includes Soil 
Guideline Values (SGVhealth) for 12 contaminates in soil, calculated for five generic land 
use exposure scenarios at which the exposure is judged to be acceptable because the 
adverse effects on human health for most people are likely to be no more than minor.    
 
Note: ‘Contaminated Land Management Guidelines No. 1 to No. 5’ Methodology for 
Deriving Standards for Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health and the Resource 
Management (National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing 
Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulation 2001 is available from 
www.mfe.govt.nz or Council Offices. 
 
 
 

Policy 9.33 – Ensure fit for use Reference 

The remediation and/or on-going management of contaminated or potentially 
contaminated land will be undertaken in a manner that is appropriate for any 
likely future use of that land. 

Objective 
2.10 

 
Explanation 
Land identified as contaminated or potentially contaminated is required to be made safe 
for its proposed end land use by the land owner as a result of giving effect to a resource 
consent or private plan change. 
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Policy 9.34 – Assessment Criteria Reference 

Objective 
2.10 

 
When considering whether contaminated or potentially contaminated land is 
safe for its intended use, subdivision or development, Council will have regard 
to the following:  

a) the nature and extent of any contamination of soil or groundwater and the 
potential sources of contamination; 

b) the approach to any proposed remediation, and/or ongoing management 
of the contamination, including: 

i. extent of earthworks or removal of materials undertaken, 
including any method to control the release of contaminants into 
the environment; 

ii. treatment or disposal methods for contaminated or potentially 
contaminated materials, soil or water; 

iii. measures employed to prevent or mitigate any adverse effects 
on human health, water quality, or the downstream receiving 
environment are appropriate; 

iv. methods to address the risk of the contamination to public health 
and safety and that of workers involved in site works; 

c) the extent to which the effects of remediation are acceptable; 

d) the suitability of the land for its intended use; 

e) whether adequate measures will be taken to ensure the safe operation of 
the proposal on the land. 

 

 
Explanation 

The assessment criteria are designed to guide both the applicant and the Council in 
providing clarity around what is to be assessed when considering resource consents for 
contaminated land. There are further requirements in relation to effects on human health 
in the National Environmental Standard for Sources of Human Drinking Water, specifically 
Regulations 11, 12 and 13 which the council will take into consideration in resource 
consent conditions. 
 
Notes: 
Reference to the Ministry for the Environment’s Contaminated Guidelines No 1 to 5 will assist 
applicants in achieving compliance with above criteria. 
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9.6.4  Rules and Standards 

The following rules shall apply to activities that involve the disturbance or use of contaminated or potentially contaminated land, or use, storage, 
and/or disposal of hazardous substances.  Consideration shall be given to the relevant rules and conditions for the zone in which the activity is 
to be located.  Regard shall be had to all Objectives and Policies which may be relevant to any proposed activity subject to the provisions of 
these rules. 

The National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health, which the Council is 
responsible for enforcing, is applicable to this topic.  The rules of the NES apply to managing the effects of contaminants in soil on human 
health.  The District Plan rules apply to managing other effects, including the effects of contaminants on eco-systems.  The Standard is 
available at: http://www.mfe.govt.nz and at Kāpiti Coast District Council offices. 

 
Rules and Standards Table   
 
 
Rule 9E.0. Applicability of Rules 9E.1 – 9E.5 
 
 
Rules 9E.1 to 9E.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 9E.1 to 9E.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 
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9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

1. A facility involving hazardous 
substances, except in an area 
mapped as having natural hazard 
risk (as identified in Policy 9.23) or a 
drinking-water supply (as identified in 
Policy 11.23), provided:  

a) the assessment in accordance 
with the Hazardous Facility 
Screening Procedure returns an 
effect’s ratio trigger level below 
the threshold for the zone in 
which the facility is located 
(Table 9.1).  

2. The retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or 
diesel, except in any area identified 
on District Plan maps as having a 
natural hazard risk (as identified in 
Policies 9.23) or a drinking water 
supply (as identified in Policy 11.23), 
provided: 

a) the site has no more than: 

i. an aggregate six tonnes of 
LPG stored; and 

ii. one LPG storage tank; and 
iii. an aggregate 100,000 litres 

of petrol stored; and 
iv. an aggregate 50,000 litres of 

diesel stored; and 

1. Site design 

Any part of a hazardous facility which is involved in the manufacture, mixing, 
packaging, storage, loading, transfer, usage or handling of hazardous substances 
shall be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that prevents: 

a) The occurrence of adverse effects off-site on people, ecosystems, physical 
structures and/or other parts of the environment; 

b) The contamination of air, land or water (including groundwater and potable 
water supplies and surface waters) in the event of a spill or other type of 
release of hazardous substances. 

2. Site Layout 

The hazardous facility shall be designed in a manner to ensure that separation 
between on-site facilities and the property boundary provides for the protection of 
neighbouring facilities, land uses and sensitive environments. 

3. Storage 

The storage of any hazardous substances shall be carried out in a manner that 
prevents: 

a) The unintentional release of the hazardous substance; 

b) The accumulation of any liquid or solid spills or fugitive vapours and gases 
in enclosed off-site areas, resulting in potentially adverse effects on 
people, ecosystems or built structures. 

4. Site Drainage System 

Site drainage systems shall be designed, constructed and operated in a manner 
that prevents the entry or discharge of hazardous substances into the stormwater 
and/or sewerage systems unless permitted by a network utility operator. 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 
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9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

b) no storage tanks for petrol or 
diesel are above-ground; and 

c) underground tanks comply with 
‘Code of Practice for the Design, 
Installation and Operation of 
Underground Petroleum Storage 
Systems ‘(Department of Labour, 
First Edition 1992) and the 
‘Supplement No 1 Management 
of Existing Underground 
Petroleum Storage Systems 
(1995)’; and 

d) it is located in Paraparaumu 
District Centre, Outer Business 
Centre, Town Centre, Local 
Centre, or Industrial zones. 

 

Compliance can be achieved using precautionary methods, including clearly 
identified stormwater grates and access holes, roofing, sloped pavements, 
interceptor drains, containment and diversion valves, oil-water separators, sumps 
and similar systems. 

5. Spill containment system 

Any parts of the hazardous facility site where a hazardous substance spill may 
occur must be serviced by a suitable spill containment system that is: 

a) Constructed from impervious materials resistant to the hazardous 
substances used, stored, manufactured, mixed, packaged, loaded, 
unloaded or otherwise handled on the site; and for liquid hazardous 
substances: 

b) Able to contain the maximum volume of the largest tank present plus a 
10% allowance for stormwater or fire water; 

c) For drums or other smaller containers, able to contain half of the maximum 
volume of substances stored, plus an allowance of 10% of the maximum 
volume for stormwater or fire water; 

d) Able to prevent any spill or other unintentional release of hazardous 
substances, and any stormwater and/or fire water that has become 
contaminated, from entering the stormwater drainage system, unless 
permitted by a network utility; 

e) Able to prevent any spill or other unintentional release of hazardous 
substances, and any stormwater and/or fire water that has become 
contaminated from discharging into or onto land and/or water (including 
drainage systems, groundwater and potable water supplies). 

f) Suitable means of compliance include graded floors and surfaces, 
bunding, roofing, sumps, fire water catchments, overfill protection and 
alarms, and similar systems. 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Hazards 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-59] - Notified 29 November 2012 

9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

6. Stormwater Drainage  

All stormwater grates on the site shall be clearly labelled to be for stormwater only. 

7. Washdown Area 

Any part of the hazardous facility site where vehicles, equipment or containers that 
are, or may have become, contaminated with hazardous substances are washed 
must be designed, constructed and managed to prevent any contaminated wash 
water from: 

a) Entry or discharge into the stormwater drainage or the sewerage system 
unless permitted by a network utility operator; 

b) Discharge into or onto land/or water (including groundwater and potable 
water supplies);. 

c) Suitable means of compliance include roofing, sloped pavements, 
interceptor drains, containment and diversion valves, oil-water separators, 
sumps and similar systems. 

8. Waste Management 

Any process waste or waste containing hazardous substances shall be managed in 
accordance with the above standards. All storage and management activities of 
hazardous wastes shall at all times comply with all relevant performance standards 
specified for hazardous facilities. 

Any hazardous facility generating waste containing hazardous substances shall 
dispose of these wastes to authorised facilities or be serviced by a registered waste 
disposal contractor. 
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9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

 Table 9.1: Activity Status Matrix for Zones 

Zone Permitted (No activity to exceed) 

Residential, Beach Residential, Ngarara, 
Waikanae North Development, Rural Residential, 
Rural Eco-hamlet 

Effects ratio of 0.02 

Rural Plains, Rural Dunes, Local Centre, Town 
Centre, Outer Business Centre, District Centre  

Effects ratio of 0.2  

Industrial Effects ratio of 0.5  

All Open Space and Private Recreational and 
Leisure 

Effects ratio of 0.02  

Airport (subject to designation) Effects ratio of 0.2 except if closer 
than 30m from boundary with 
residential zone, then effects ratio of 
0.02 

 

3. Disturbing the soil of contaminated or 
potentially contaminated land. 

1. Controls shall be put in place to minimise any potential adverse environmental effects 
during the disturbance works; and 

2. The soil shall be reinstated to an erosion resistant state within on month of completing 
the sampling or subsurface works; and 

3. Where there is a structure in place designed to contain contaminants the integrity of 
the structure shall not compromised; and 

4. Removed soil shall be disposed at a facility authorised to receive such waste; and 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 
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9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

5. The volume of soil disturbance shall be less than or equal to 25m3 per 500m2; and 

6. A maximum of 5m3 per 500m2 of soil shall be removed from the site per year, 
excluding soil taken for samples; and 

7. The duration of soil disturbance shall be no longer than 2 months. 

4. Soil sampling of contaminated or 
potentially contaminated land. 

1. Controls shall be put in place to minimise any potential adverse environmental effects 
during the disturbance works; and 

2. The soil shall be reinstated to an erosion resistant state within on month of completing 
the sampling or subsurface works; and 

3. Soil shall be only removed from the land as samples for the purpose of laboratory 
analysis; and 

4. Where there is a structure in place designed to contain contaminants the integrity of 
the structure shall not be compromised. 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 

 

5. Removal or replacement of a fuel 
storage system. 

1. The removal, investigation, remediation, validation and management processes shall 
be undertaken in accordance with the current edition of the Guidelines for Assessing 
and Managing Petroleum Hydrocarbon Contaminated Sites in New Zealand; and 

2. Within 3 months of the activity being completed the Council shall be provided with a 
copy of the results required by the guidelines; and 

3. Prior to the activity commencing the Council shall be advised in writing of: 

a) The location and address of the activity; 

b) The dates the activity will begin and end; 

c) The name of the authorised facility where any removed soil will be disposed of; 
and 

4. No more than 30m3 of soil per tank shall be disturbed or removed from the site; and 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 
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9E.1 Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless otherwise 
specified). 
 
Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 

d) The duration of the activity shall be no longer than 2 months. 

6. Subdivision or change of land use of 
contaminated or potentially 
contaminated land. 

1. A preliminary site investigation of the site has been undertaken confirming that the 
contamination levels are acceptable for the purposed land use; and 

2. The report is provided to the Council within 1 month of being completed; and 

3. The subdivision or proposed use complies with the relevant rules in the underlying 
zone. 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 
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9E.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless otherwise 
specified).   
 

Activities Standards 

 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Reference 

1. The retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or 
diesel in the Paraparaumu District 
Centre, Outer Business Centre, 
Town Centre, Local Centre, or 
Industrial Zones and in areas having 
a natural hazard risk (as identified in 
Policy 9.23 and as shown on the 
District Plan maps) or as a drinking-
water supply (as identified in Policy 
11.23), provided: 

2. No site contains more than: 

a) an aggregate six tones of LPG 
stored; and 

b) one LPG storage tank; and 

c) an aggregate 100,000 litres of 
petrol stored; and 

d) an aggregate 50,000 litres of 
diesel stored; and 

3. No storage tanks for petrol or diesel 
shall be located above-ground; and 

4. Underground tanks shall comply with 
‘Code of Practice for the Design, 
Installation and Operation of 

1. The activity shall meet the hazardous 
facility permitted activity standards under 
Rule 9E.1.1 and 9E1.2. 

1. Potential hazards and exposure 
pathways arising from the proposed 
facility being located within an area 
identified on District Plan maps as 
having a natural hazard risk. 

2. Description of Natural Hazard, 
potential failure mode and exposure 
pathway(s) together with any site 
management system(s) proposed to 
reduce or avoid the risk. 

 

 

 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 
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Underground Petroleum Storage 
Systems ‘(Department of Labour, 
First Edition 1992) and the 
‘Supplement No 1 Management of 
Existing Underground Petroleum 
Storage Systems (1995)’; and  

5. Disturbing soil that is not permitted 
under Rule 9E.1.5. 

6. Soil sampling of contaminated or 
potentially contaminated land that is 
not permitted under rule 9E.1.6.  

7. Removal or replacement of a fuel 
storage system that is not permitted 
under rule 9E.1.7.  

8. Subdivision or change of land use of 
contaminated or potentially 
contaminated land that is not 
permitted under rule 9E.1.8.  

1. A detailed site investigation shall be 
provided to the Council; and  

2. Risk assessment undertaken for all 
receptors shall follow the hierarchy of 
guideline values in the Ministry for the 
Environment’s Contaminated Land 
Management Guidelines No. 2 – 
Hierarchy and Application in New Zealand 
of Environmental Guideline Values; and 

3. The conditions of the investigation are 
compiled with. 

1. Adequacy of site investigation 
including: 

a) Site sampling;  
b) Laboratory analysis; 
c) Risk Assessment. 

2. Management Practices including: 

a) A site management plan; 
b) Monitoring; 
c) Reporting. 

3. The transport, disposal and tracking of 
soil and other materials taken away in 
the course of the activity. 

4. The timing and nature of the review of 
the conditions in the resource consent. 

5. The duration of the resource consent. 

6. Imposition of conditions in accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of RMA / 
imposition of financial contributions in 
accordance with chapter 12 of the 
Plan. 

Policies 9.29, 
9.30, 9.31, 9.32, 
9.33 
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Rule 9E.3. Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted discretionary 
standards (unless otherwise specified)  
 
Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves control Ref. 

1. Disturbing soil that is not 
controlled under rule 9E.2.5.2 
and 9E.2.5.3. 

2. Soil sampling of contaminated 
or potentially contaminated 
land that is not controlled 
under rule 9E.2.6.2 and 
9F.2.6.3  

3. Removal or replacement of a 
fuel storage system that is not 
controlled under rule 9E.2.7.2 
and 9E.2.7.3 

4. Subdivision or change of land 
use of contaminated or 
potentially contaminated land 
that is not controlled under rule 
9E.2.8.2 and 9F.2.8.3 

1. A detailed site investigation shall be 
provided to the Council; and 

2. Risk assessment undertaken for all 
other receptors shall follow the 
hierarchy of guideline values in the 
Ministry for the Environment’s 
Contaminated Land Management 
Guidelines No. 2 – Hierarchy and 
Application in New Zealand of 
Environmental Guideline Values; 
and 

3. The conditions of the investigation 
are compiled with. 

1. Adequacy of site investigation including: 

a) Site sampling;  
b) Laboratory analysis; 
c) Risk Assessment. 

2. Management Practices including: 

d) A site management plan; 
e) Monitoring; 
f) Reporting. 

3. The transport, disposal and tracking of soil and 
other materials taken away in the course of the 
activity. 

4. The timing and nature of the review of the 
conditions in the resource consent. 

5. The duration of the resource consent. 

6. Imposition of conditions in accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of RMA 

7. imposition of financial contributions in 
accordance with chapter 12 of the Plan. 

Policies 9.29, 
9.30, 9.31, 9.32, 
9.33 
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9E.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Refer. 

1. A hazardous facility involving 
hazardous substances (including 
the retail of LPG, petrol and/or 
diesel) that is not a permitted, 
controlled or non complying 
activity. 

Consistency with Policies 9.22, 9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 9.26, 9.27, 11.10, 11.23 

The matters listed in Policy 9.28 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.11, 
11.22 

 

2. Any activity not controlled under 
rules 9E.2.5.1, 9E.2.6.1, 9E.2.7.1 
or 9E.2.8.1. 

Consistency with Policies 9.29, 9.30, 9.31, 9.32, and 9.33  

The matters listed in Policy 9.34 

Policies 9.29, 
9.30, 9.31, 9.32, 
9.33, 9.34 

 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [9-66] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan  Hazards 

 

9E.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 

Non Complying Activities Ref. 

1. The retail sale of LPG, petrol and/or diesel, or a facility which returns an effects ratio above the threshold for the zone in which the 
facility is located (table 9.1) when assessed in accordance with the Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure that is located: 

a) in all Open Space Zones, Private Recreation & Leisure Zone, and River Corridor Zone; or 

b) within a well defined fault avoidance area; or 

c) within a well defined extension fault avoidance area; or 

d) within a coastal hazard management area; or 

e) sand and peat soils. 

 

Policies 9.22, 
9.23, 9.24, 9.25, 
9.26, 9.27, 11.10, 
11.23 
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9.6.5 Other methods 

1. Advocacy and education 
2. Work with the Regional Council and landowners to identify all contaminated and 

potentially contaminated land in the District and compile a register of all potential and 
confirmed contaminated and remediate land in the District. 
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 Schedules 

 
9A - The Hazardous Facilities Screening Procedure 
 
1. Introduction 
 

The Hazardous Facility Screening Procedure (HFSP) is applied to hazardous 
facilities in all zones and in addition to other zone specific rules.   The HFSP is 
used to screen hazardous facilities and their sites.  However, where hazardous 
facilities on the same site are separated by more than 30 metres from each other, 
they may be dealt with as separate facilities and the HFSP applied to them 
separately. 
 
The following provides a step-by-step guide and an attached worksheet in section 
2 on how to use the HFSP. 
 
 

Step 1: 
Assemble site-specific information and 

compile hazardous substances inventory 

 
 
 

Discretionary 
activity 

Permitted activity provided 
comply with all minimum 
performance standards 

Step 6: 
Assess Resource Consent Status 

Step 5: 
Calculate and add quantities ratios 

Step 4: 
Calculate adjusted quantities 

Step 3: 
Find base quantities 

Step 2: 
Determine hazard rating 

 
 
 
 
 

HFSP Substances Rating 
Sheet 

 
 
 
 
Appendix 9A.1 

 
 
 
 
Appendix 9A.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 9.1: Activity Status 
Matrix for Zones 
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Steps HFSP calculation Explanation 

substance 
name 

 

substance 
1 

substance 
2 

….. 

substance 
n 

substan
ce form 

 

liquid 

solid 

gas 

location 
of 

substan
ce on 
site 

proposed 
quantity 

(P) 

 

(tonnes or 
m3) 

 

 

EXAMPLE 

1. Assemble site-specific information and 
compile hazardous substances inventory 

Site specific information is an essential 
component of the HFSP.  In particular, 
relating to site layout and proximity to 
sensitive land uses and environmental 
receptors (e.g. retirement accommodation, 
aquifers or wetlands).  This includes the 
creation of an inventory of hazardous 
substances held on the site, including: 

 names of the hazardous substances 
(chemical or proprietary, including names 
of suppliers); 

 quantities in weight (tonnes) or volume 
(m3 for compressed gases); 

 The physical form of the substances at 
20oC and 101.3 kPa; and 

 The location of use or storage on the 
site, including separation distances from 
the site boundary and neighbouring 
hazardous facilities (on and off site). Petrol liquid <30 

metres 
50 t 

HFSP uses standard units of tonnes 
(for solids, liquids and liquefied gases) 
and m3 (for compressed gases).  In 
some cases conversion may be 
necessary.  

Where a substance is diluted with 
water or mixed with other substances, 
only the percentage quantity of the 
hazardous substance is assessed in 
the HFSP calculation unless a mixture 
is more hazardous than its 
components.  In that case, data on the 
mixture needs to be used. 

No adjustment is required where 
products or brands are already 
dilutions or mixtures of hazardous 
substances (i.e. products that are sold 
commercially as standard solutions or 
strengths) unless the product is further 
diluted on site (e.g. corrosives, 
oxidising substances and pesticides) 

If numerous hazardous substances are 
held on site, it is time consuming and 
not always necessary to submit every 
substance to the HFSP.  As a general 
rule: 

 If there are 10 or fewer 
substances, the HSFP is carried 
out on all substances unless it is 
evident that one single substance 
is likely to exceed the relevant 
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trigger levels. 

 If there are more than 10 
substances, HFSP is carried out 
on every substance which: 

- are highly or extremely 
dangerous; and/or 

- are held in quantities exceeding 
10% of the total stock of the 
hazardous substances listed in 
the inventory. 

2. Populate HFSP calculation Sheet (refer 
Table 9A.1) 

 Prior to undertaking any calculations, 
users should check that HFSP substance 
rating and technical data tabs are up-to-
date by referring to the EPA web site 
http://www.epa.govt.nz/hazardoussubsta
nces  

 Select the required substance in the 
HFSP Substance Ratings Sheet and 
copy 

 Paste the substances name into the 
yellow fields in Column B (substances on 
this site) of the HFSP Calculation Sheet. 

    Paste the substance name into the 
Calculation Sheet to automatically 
transfer the relevant information.  If a 
substances is not included in the 
HFSP Substance Rating Sheet, the 
name and CAS number needs to be 
entered manually, ‘#N/A’ messages 
will occur in various fields.  This means 
that Hazard Rating Quantities and 
Substance Form need to be entered 
manually to enable further calculations 
to work as designed. 

3. Determine hazard rating 

For the purposes of the HFSP, the effects of 
substances are categorised into three effect 
types: 

 Fire / Explosion Effect type: addressing 
damage to the built environment and 

substance 
name 

 

 

 

substance 

hazard 
rating 

fire / 
explosion 

 

high (H) 

hazard 
rating 

human 
health 

 

high (H) 

hazard 
rating 

environme
nt 

 

 

The HFSP rates hazardous 
substances in terms of each of the 
three Effect Types as having a high, 
medium or low hazard. 

The Hazard Rating of a substance is 
derived from: 

1. The list of HFSP-rated 
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1 

substance 
2 

…. 

substance 
n 

medium 
(M) 

low (L) 

medium 
(M) 

low (L) 

high (H) 

medium 
(M) 

Low (L) 

 

EXAMPLE 

safety of people; 

 Human Health Effect type: addressing 
adverse effects on the well being, health 
and safety of people; 

 Environmental Effect type: addressing 
adverse effects on ecosystems and 
natural resources. 

Each type is divided into three Hazard Rating 
Levels: 

 High 
 Medium 
 Low 

The rating levels are based on the HSNO 
classification system. 

Petrol high low medium 

hazardous substances 
(available from MFE website) 

2. The HSNO classification 
(available from HSNO website)  

3. Where a substance is neither 
found in the list of HFSP 
related substances default 
ratings should be used 
(Fire/Explosion Type: Medium, 
Human Health Effect Type: 
Medium, and Environment 
Effect Type: High). 

substance 
name 

 

 

substance 1 

substance 2 

…. 

substance n 

hazard 
rating 

fire / 
explosion 

B1 

B2 

…. 

Bn 

hazard 
rating 

human 
health 

B1 

B2 

…. 

Bn 

hazard rating 

environment 

 

 
B1 
B2 

…. 

Bn 

EXAMPLE 

4. Find base quantities 

The Base Quantity (B) is pre-calibrated. A specific Base 
Threshold is assigned to each Effects Group and hazard 
level.   

It is the amount of substance that has been assessed as 
generating no significant off-site effects in a heavy 
industrial area before the site and substances specific 
considerations have been taken into account (refer step 
5).   

Base Quantities for difference hazardous properties and 
hazard ratings in each Effects Type are listed in Table 
9A.1 

 

Petrol 10 t 30 t 30 t 

For example, in the Fire/Explosion Effect Type 
[Sub-category  Flammables], non-significant off-
site effects in a heavy industrial area are 
represented by a Base Quantity of: 

 100 tonnes of a HSNO Category D 
flammable liquid which has a low 
hazard level for the Fire/Explosion 
Effect Type. 

 30 tonnes of a HSNO Category C 
flammable liquid which has a medium 
hazard level for the Fire/Explosion 
Effect Type. 
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Adjusted Quantity (A) substance 
name 

 

 

 

substance 1 

substance 2 

….. 

substance n 

fire / 
explosion 

 

A1 

A2 

…. 

An 

human 
health 

 

A1 

A2 

…. 

An 

environment 

 

 
A1 

A2 

…. 

An 

EXAMPLE 

5. Calculate adjusted quantities 

The pre-calibrated Adjustment Factors (FF, HF, EF) are 
multiplied with the Base Quantities (B) to account for 
substance properties and site-specific environmental 
circumstances.  This multiplication yields the Adjusted 
Quantity (A). 

The Adjustment Factors are listed in table 9A.2. 

Petrol 100 t  

(10 t x 10) 

300 t 

(30 t x 10) 

90 t 

(30 t x 3) 

Different Adjustment Factors are applied for 
each Effect Type.  For example, for the 
Fire/Explosion Effect Type, the temperature is 
relevant, while for the Human Health Effect 
Type, proximity to a potable water resource is 
important. 

In the example given, the following parameters 
have been assumed: 

 <30m to site boundary 
 not adjacent to water body 
 under ground storage 

Quantity Ratios (FQ, HQ, EQ) substance 
name 

 

 

substance 1 

substance 2 

….. 

substance n 

fire / 
explosion 

 

FQ1 

FQ2 

…. 

FQn 

human 
health 

 

HQ1 

HQ2 

…. 

HQn 

environment 

 

 
EQ1 

EQ2 

…. 

EQn 

6. Calculate and add quantities ratios 

The step requires the calculation of the Quantity Ratio 
for each hazardous substance in question.  The Quantity 
Ratio is obtained by dividing the quantity of a substance 
that is proposed to be used or stored on a site, i.e. the 
Proposed Quantity (P) by the Adjusted Quantity (A). 

If several hazardous substances are used or stored on a 
site, the Quantity Ratios calculated for each of these 
substances are added up for each Effect Type. 

EXAMPLE 

By using the dimensionless ratio of the Proposed 
Quantity of a hazardous substance over the 
Adjusted Quantity, it is possible to aggregate the 
effects presented by multiple substances held on 
the same site.  It becomes possible to assess 
the cumulative potential effects which may be 
created by several substances present on the 
same site. 
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Petrol 0.50 

(50 t / 100 t) 

0.17 

(50 t / 300 t) 

0.56 

(50 t / 90 t) 

Does Quantity Ratio exceed Consent 
Status Index? 

substance 
name 

 

 

 

substance 1 

substance 2 

….. 

substance n 

fire / 
explosion 

 

YES / NO 

human 
health 

 

YES / NO 

environment 

 

 
YES / NO 

EXAMPLE 

In a typical industrial zone: 

7. Assess Resource Consent Status 

When assessing the resource consent status of a 
particular hazardous facility, the added Quantity Ratios 
for each Effect Type are compared with relevant 
Consent Status Indices in the Resource Consent Matrix 
in the district plan.  If they are exceeded, resource 
consent is required. 

Petrol NO NO YES 

When examining the total Quantity Ratio against 
applicable Consent Status Indices, one or 
several substances may trigger a resource 
consent.  This highlights the fact that when 
assessing hazardous facilities, it is often 
sufficient to assess just a few hazardous 
substances to start off with, mainly those that are 
either highly hazardous or are used / stored in 
high quantities. 
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Table 9A.1: Base Quantities (B) for all Effects Types and Hazard Ratings 

HSNO CATEGORY UN CLASS 
EQUIVALENT 

HAZARD LEVEL UNIT BASE QUANTITY (B) 

    Fire / Explosion Human Heath Environment 

EXPLOSIVENESS 

1.1 Class 1.1 High tonnes 0.1 - - 

1.2 Class 1.2 Medium tonnes 1 - - 

1.3 Class 1.3 Low tonnes 3 - - 

FLAMMABLE GASES 

2.1 A+B (LPG) Class 2.1 Medium tonnes 30 - - 

2.1 A+B (excluding LPG) Class 2.2 High m3 10,000* - - 

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS 

3 A+B Class 3PGI, 3PGll High tonnes 10 - - 

3 C Class 3PGlll Medium tonnes 30 - - 

3 D  Low tonnes 100 - - 

FLAMMABLE SOLIDS 

4.1 (all categories) Class 4.1 Medium tonnes 10 - - 

4.2 (all categories) Class 4.2 High tonnes 1 - - 

4.3 (all categories) Class 4.3 High tonnes 1 - - 

OXIDISING GASES, LIQUIDS and SOLIDS 

5,1 (all categories) Class 5.1 Medium tonnes (m3) 10 (10,000*) - - 

5.2 (all categories) Class 5.2 High tonnes 1 - - 

TOXIC GASES, LIQUIDS and SOLIDS 
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6.1 A Class 6.1 PGl High tonnes - 0.5 - 

6.1 A Class 2.3 PGl High m3 - 30* - 

6.1 B Class 6.1 PGll Medium tonnes - 10 - 

6.1 B Class 2.3 PGll Medium m3 - 50* - 

6.7-6.9  

(chronic toxicity categories) 

OECD Medium tonnes - 10 - 

6.1 C Class 6.1 PGlll Low tonnes - 30 - 

6.1 C Class 2.3 Low m3 - 500* - 

CORROSIVE GASES, LIQUIDS and SOLIDS 

(BA) 6.3-6.4  

(corrosives, all categories) 

Class 8 Medium tonnes (m3) - 10 - 

ECOTOXIC GASSES, LIQUIDS and SOLIDS 

9.1-9.4 A (OECD 1) High tonnes (m3) - - 1 (30*) 

9.1-9.4 B (OECD 2) Medium tonnes (m3) - - 30 (50*) 

9.1-9.4 C (OECD 3) Low tonnes (m3) - - 100 (500*) 

* Base Threshold in m3 - 101.3 kPA and 20oC for permanent or compressed gases 
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Table 9A.2: Adjustment Factors 
 

Adjustment Factors for all effect types 

Fire / explosion Human Health Environment 

FF1: Substance form FH1: Substance form FE1: Substance form 

Solid                                                       = 3 

Liquid. Powder                                       = 1 

Gas (101.3 kPa, 20oC)                           = 0.1 

Solid                                                      = 3 

Liquid, Powder                                      = 1 

Gas (101.3 kPa, 20oC)                          = 0.1 

Solid                                                     = 3 

Liquid. Powder                                      = 1 

Gas (101.3 kPa, 20oC)                          = 0.1 

FF2: Separation distance from site boundary FH2: Separation distance from site boundary 
(gas only) 

FE2: Environmental sensitivity 

< 30 metres                                            = 1 

> 30 metres (> 60 metres2)                    = 3 

< 30 metres                                            = 1 

> 30 metres (> 60 m2)                            = 31 

< 100 metres from water resource2         = 1 

Within 100 meters of water resource      = 0.3 

FF3: Type of Activity FH3: Type of Activity FE3: Type of Activity 

Use                                                         = 0.3 

Above ground storage                            = 1 

Below ground storage3                           = 10 

Use                                                         = 0.3 

Above ground storage                            = 1 

Below ground storage3                            = 10 

Use                                                         = 0.3 

Above ground storage                            = 1 

Below ground storage3                           = 3 

Final fire / explosion adjustment factor: 

FF = FF1 * FF2 *FF3 

Final human health adjustment factor: 

FH = FH1 * FH2 *FH3 

Final environment adjustment factor: 

FE = FE1 * FE2 *FE3 
1 If facility is assessed as a sub-facility, the distance to neighbouring sub-facility must be more than 60 metres (i.e. 2*30m) to qualify for an adjustment factor of 3. 
2 Water resources include aquifers and water supplies, streams, rivers, springs, lakes, wetlands, but do not include entry points to the storm water drainage network. 
3 Applicable to UN Class 3 substances (flammable liquids) only. 
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10 Historic heritage 
The chapter primarily implements Objective 2.7 Historic Heritage (set out in chapter 
2). The following objective is also relevant to resource management issues for 
Historic Heritage: 
 

2.1 Tangata Whenua  
 
Introduction 
Historic heritage comprises the natural and physical resources that contribute to an 
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand’s history and cultures, deriving from 
archaeological, architectural, cultural, historic, scientific and technological qualities. The 
District has a rich historic heritage and includes places and areas which are significant in 
the settlement, development and growth of Kapiti.  Historic heritage is important to the 
way the District’s communities are shaped economically, aesthetically and culturally.  As a 
finite resource, historic heritage contributes to the well being of the Community by 
providing opportunities for cultural awareness, local character and identify, a sense of 
place and economic development.  Furthermore, historic heritage contributes to the 
character and landscape (in particular cultural landscapes) values of the District’s places. 
Reference should therefore also be made to the landscape section of the Natural 
Environments Chapter. 
 
The values of tangata whenua are particularly important to defining the historic heritage of 
the district.  Māori cultural heritage - as represented in the places and spaces that are of 
significance to whānau, hapū and iwi - cannot be separated from Māori environmental 
values generally. The ‘people’ and the ‘environment’ are not mutually exclusive groups in 
indigenous knowledge systems. In this sense, values such as rangatiratanga, 
kaitiakitanga, tikanga, mauri, tapu and noa are inextricably connected to historic heritage.  
 
Historic heritage is always at risk of being degraded and lost through inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development. Historic heritage values are significantly affected, both 
positively and negatively, by land use change and development whether it is an individual 
development or the cumulative effects of many developments.  These issues include:  

1. effect of alterations to the existing landforms and removal of existing vegetation on 
historic heritage and values; 

2. demolition, removal and alterations to historic heritage. 
A consequence of the rapid development of within the District much historic heritage has 
been destroyed or substantially modified or undermined. Archaeological sites and waahi 
tapu have been particularly affected by changes to the landform through land disturbance. 
 
The Resource Management Act (RMA) identifies the protection of historic heritage from 
inappropriate subdivision, use and development as a matter of national importance under 
section 6(f). In addition, section 6 identifies the protection of outstanding landscapes and 
the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, 
sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga.  These requirements facilitate the achievement of the 
overall purpose of the RMA to promote sustainable management of natural and physical 
resources. 
 
The objective also gives effect to a requirement of the New Zealand Coastal Policy 
Statement (NZCPS). The NZCPS recognises that historic heritage in the coastal 
environment is extensive but not fully known, and vulnerable to loss or damage from 
inappropriate subdivision, use, and development.  The NZCPS provides a strong direction 
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on managing the coastal environment in a way that protects historic heritage.  It includes 
a clear directive to: 

 protect places of historic heritage and manage “inappropriate” subdivision, use 
and development and in the context of historic heritage; and 

 involve tangata whenua in the management of the coastal environment, including 
specifically the management of areas or sites of significance or special value to 
Maori. 

 
The Wellington Regional Policy Statement (RPS) objectives and policies build on the 
RMA and NZCPS requirements and place emphasis on identifying and protecting historic 
heritage.  The operative Regional Policy Statement seeks to avoid, remedy or mitigate the 
adverse effects of subdivision, use and development on regionally significant cultural 
heritage resources. The proposed Regional Policy Statement sets out the criteria for 
identifying historic for protection from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development in 
the District Plan (Policy 20). The proposed Regional Policy Statement also provides 
specific direction to avoid the destruction of unidentified archaeological sites and waahi 
tapu with significant historic heritage values (Policy 21 & 48). 
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10.1.1 Policies 
 

Policy 10.1 – Identify Historic heritage Reference 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
Historic heritage that contributes to an understanding and appreciation of the Districts’ 
history and culture will be identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage and the District 
Plan maps.  The Schedule of Historic Heritage will include the following categories: 

a) Places, including buildings, structures, sites (and setting, if applicable); 

b) Areas; 

c) Notable trees; and 

d) Waahi tapu and other places and areas of significance to iwi. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The Schedule of Historic Heritage contains historic heritage of significance to New 
Zealand, the Wellington Region and the Kapiti Coast District.  Historic heritage which has 
not been identified or assessed are at a greater risk of damage or destruction through 
inappropriate development and subdivision.  The identification of specific places and 
areas of significant historic heritage is required to ensure they are effectively and 
efficiently protected through the District Plan and considered in resource consent 
assessments. Historic heritage areas may include several discrete buildings, structures or 
sites which have related or complementary historic heritage values.  Scheduled historic 
heritage is identified on the District Plan Maps to clearly identify the location.   
 
The Schedule of Historic Heritage (Schedule 10.1) is not an exhaustive list of historic 
heritage within the District, with the identification of historic heritage an ongoing exercise 
as new information becomes available.  Additions to or deletions from the Schedule will 
require a change to the District Plan as outlined in Policy 10.3.   
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Policy 10.2 – Criteria for Identifying Historic heritage  Reference 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
The following criteria will be used to identify significant historic heritage to be listed in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage.  For inclusion in the Schedule of Historic Heritage at least 
one of the following values must be significant:  

a) the values relating to the history of a feature and how it demonstrates important 
historical themes, events, people or experiences associated with: 
i) important themes in history or patterns of development; 
ii) important event or events in local, regional or national history; 
iii) the life or works of an individual, group or organisation that has made a significant 

contribution to the district, region or nation; or 
iv) everyday experiences from the past that contribute to our understanding of the 

culture and life of the district, region or nation. 

b) the values relating to the physical evidence of a feature including the: 
i) potential for archaeological investigation to contribute new or important 

information about the human history of the district, region or nation; 
ii) style, design, form, scale, materials, ornamentation, period, craftsmanship or other 

architectural values; 
iii) evidence of the history of technological development, innovation or important 

methods of construction or design; 
iv) extent of modification; 
v) age of the feature; or 
vi) association with other natural or cultural features in the landscape or townscape, 

and/or contribution to the heritage values of a wider townscape or landscape 
setting, and/or whether or not it is a landmark. 

c) the values relating to the meanings that a feature has for a particular community or 
communities, including: 
i) strong or special associations with a particular cultural group or community for 

spiritual, political, social, religious, cultural, national, symbolic or commemorative 
reasons; or 

ii) high public esteem for its historic heritage values, or its contribution to the sense 
of identity of a community, to the extent that if it was damaged or destroyed it 
would cause a sense of loss. 

d) the spiritual, cultural or historical values associated with places, knowledge, histories 
and nga taonga tuku iho sacred or important to tangata whenua (Maori); 

e) the contribution of the surroundings, setting or context of the place to an appreciation 
and understanding of its character, history and/or development; 

f) the extent to which the feature is unique or rare within the district or region; 

g) the extent to which the feature is a good representative example of its type or era; 

h) the potential for public education. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The District’s historic heritage reflects a diverse range of historic heritage values.  The 
identification criteria enable the identification of historic heritage which are important and 
specific to Kāpiti. The criteria provide a clear rationale and certainty for the protection of 
the historic heritage contained in a place or area.     
 
Specifically, these criteria support the rationale for the existing historic heritage identified 
in the Schedule of Historic Heritage (schedule 10.1) and provide guidance for additional 
historic heritage to be listed in the future.   
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In relation to d), nga taonga tuku iho is an embracing concept can be described as 
treasures that whānau, hapū and iwi have inherited from tūpuna (ancestors) and covers 
the interconnected realms of te taha taiao (the environment), te taha tinana (the human 
world) and te taha hinengaro (the spiritual world).  
 
This policy is based on the identification criteria set out in the proposed Wellington 
Regional Policy Statement and is consistent with the policy in the operative Wellington 
Regional Policy Statement to avoid, mitigate or remedy adverse effects of subdivision, 
use and development on historic heritage.   
 
 

Policy 10.3 – Additional listings for the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage 

Reference 

 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 
Schedule 
10.1 
 

 
In addition to the criteria set out in Policy 10.2, the following historic heritage shall be listed 
in the Schedule of Historic Heritage: 

a) Items listed on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Rarangi Taonga: the Register of 
Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu and Wahi Tapu Areas. 

b) Places subject to a Heritage Order under the Historic Places Act 1993. 

c) Historic heritage protected by a consent notice issued under Section 221 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

d) Historic heritage identified in the Regional Policy Statement or Regional Plans. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
In addition to the Schedule, historic heritage is also identified through other processes and 
legislation.  This includes processes under the RMA and the Historic Places Act 1993.  
The identification of these sites in the Schedule ensures a consistent approach to 
identification and protection of historic heritage throughout the District. 
 

Policy 10.4 – Identification of notable trees  Reference 
 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 
Schedule 
10.1 
 

 
In addition to the criteria set out in Policy 10.2, trees will be considered for inclusion as a 
‘notable tree’ in the Schedule of Historic Heritage if they: 

a) achieve of a Standard Tree Evaluation Method (STEM) score of 140 or greater; or 

b) are listed on the New Zealand Notable Trees Trust’s New Zealand Tree Register. 

 

 
Explanation 
Specific trees may have significant historic heritage value in the District.  Similar to 
buildings and structures, the historic heritage values of trees may be through an 
association with or commemoration of a time, event place or era.  In particular, individual 
or groups of notable trees may have specific local character or Tangata Whenua values 
worth protecting. 
 
There are accepted technical methods and external processes available for suitably 
identifying notable trees to be included in the Schedule of Historic Heritage.  The 
Standard Tree Evaluation Method (STEM) is a widely accepted evaluation method of 
appraising trees.  Five key factors are considered in STEM assessments: condition, 
amenity, notability, historic and scientific.  Further information is included in Schedule 10.3 
– Standard Tree Evaluation Method.   
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In addition, the New Zealand Notable Trees Trust New Zealand Tree Register lists exotic 
and indigenous trees of international, national and local interest in accordance with 
specific notability and historic criteria. 
 
Policy 10.5 – Protection of historic heritage Reference 

Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
Subdivision, development and land use involving the District’s historic heritage and its 
surroundings will be managed in a way that protects historic heritage values from adverse 
effects. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
The protection of historic heritage is crucial to the ongoing achievement of these 
objectives. Further, section 6(f) of the Resource Management Act identifies the protection 
of historic heritage as a matter of national importance. Historic heritage values are often 
finite and irreplaceable once damaged; therefore they can be at risk to damage or 
destruction as a result of inappropriate development, subdivision and land use. 
 
Activities that protect historic heritage may not be limited to ‘preservation’ works and may 
include the restoration of degraded historic heritage.  New subdivision, land use and 
development can provide considerable opportunities for protection of historic heritage, 
and developing these opportunities will be an important means of protecting the District’s 
historic heritage values in the long term. 
 
Policy 10.6 – Use and modification of historic heritage Reference 

Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
The continued use and modification of Scheduled historic heritage will be provided for 
where it is in the original construction condition and intended purpose. Modification of 
historic heritage to maintain the continuity of use, or for new uses, is appropriate where the 
modification:  

1. is necessary to ensure liveability and utility is retained; 
2. retains historic heritage values; and 
3. involves minimum intervention to achieve reasonable use. 

 
A. The following assessment criteria will be considered when assessing the effects of a 
proposed development involving historic heritage: 

a) the degree to which historic heritage values and integrity will be irreversibly lost, 
damaged, destroyed or enhanced and whether the relationships between distinct 
elements of the historic heritage and its surroundings (if relevant) will be maintained; 

b) the opportunities to remedy or mitigate any proposed or previous damage to historic 
heritage values;  

c) the importance attributed to the heritage resource by the wider community; 

d) whether the activity will lead to cumulative adverse effects on historic heritage; 

e) the degree to which public interpretation of historic heritage is enhanced by the 
proposed activities, in accordance with relevant cultural protocols and without effects 
on the tangible or intangible historic heritage values; 

f) the immediate risk to public safety or any other historic heritage if activity/works are 
not undertaken, including the risk to life in the case of earthquake; 

g) consistency with the conservation principles set out in the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) New Zealand Charter; 

h) registration and the reasons for registration on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
Rarangi Taonga: the Register of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu and Wahi 
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Tapu Areas (if applicable); and 

i) policies of any conservation plan and heritage inventory relating to the historic 
heritage. 

 
B. Consideration will also be given to: 

a) recommendations made by the New Zealand Historic Places Trust and any other 
professionally recognised party in heritage conservation issues; and 

b) the outcome of consultation with the relevant iwi authority and other parties. 
 
 
Explanation 
 
Historic heritage has a significant role in protecting specific activities, trends and values of 
a time and place. As such, ensuring the ongoing use of historic heritage is important for 
the protection and retention of significant values.  The lowest level of modification as a 
result of subdivision, land use and development activities involving historic heritage is 
generally sought.   
 
The modification of historic heritage can have a variety of benefits in addition to the 
protection of historic heritage values, including: 

 retention of the original building’s or structure’s materials and form; 
 restoration and maintenance of the historic heritage significance of a building 

helping to ensure its survival in the long term; and 
 new housing and commercial property opportunities for the community through the 

adaptive reuse of heritage buildings in established residential areas. 
 
Proposals for the modification of historic heritage may arise from maintaining its 
continuing use, or from a proposed change of use. Alterations and additions may be 
acceptable where they are necessary to enable a compatible use of a building and are the 
minimum change necessary, are substantially reversible, and have little or no adverse 
effect on the historic heritage value.  This includes use of materials and colours which are 
compatible with the original form and fabric of the place, and contrasts of form, scale, 
mass, colour, and material. Adaptations are appropriate where they do not dominate or 
substantially obscure the original form and fabric or affect the historic heritage setting. 
New work which complements the original form and fabric is appropriate and may include 
new work which is recognisable as contemporary, rather than an imitation of the original 
historic style of the building. 
 
The matters outlined in Policy 10.6 will be considered for resource consent applications to 
determine the effects of a proposed development, land use or subdivision on historic 
heritage. 
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Policy 10.7 – Notable Trees Assessment Criteria Reference 

Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
A. In respect to notable trees, the following criteria will be considered in addition to the 
criteria set out in Policy 10.6, when assessing the effects of modification or removal of 
notable trees: 

a) the necessity for carrying out the works; 

b) whether the tree is dead, or has a serious contagious disease or damage which has 
caused a decline in its health; 

c) whether the tree has become a danger to the public or interferes with public utilities or 
drainage systems, watercourses or streams; 

d) compliance with any statutory or legal obligation; 

e) whether the tree can be successfully relocated (and is likely to survive) within the 
surroundings; 

f) whether the proposal can be altered to preserve the tree while still meeting the stated 
aims of the applicant; and 

g) whether the proposed activity within the dripline is likely to damage the tree or 
endanger its health. 

 
B. Consideration will also be given to: 

a) the outcome of consultation with the relevant iwi authority and affected parties; 

b) the outcome of consultation with the Department of Conservation, QEII National Trust, 
New Zealand Notable Trees Trust where appropriate; 

c) any evidence of a recognised and qualified arborist where appropriate; and 

d) any evidence and recommendations made by the New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
and any other professionally recognised party in heritage conservation issues. 

 

 
 
Explanation 
The assessment of activities affecting notable trees requires consideration of matters 
which are specific to trees. 
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Policy 10.8 – Relocation, demolition, destruction and removal 
from the Schedule of Historic Heritage 

Reference 

Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
A. The complete demolition and destruction of the following historic heritage will be 
avoided: 

a) Class I and II items on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Rarangi Taonga: the 
Register of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu and Wahi Tapu Areas; 

b) Items listed on the Schedule of Historic Heritage; and  

c) Waahi tapu and places and areas of significance to iwi. 
 
B. The relocation, partial demolition or destruction of the following historic heritage will be 
minimised: 

a) Category I and II items on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Rarangi Taonga: the 
Register of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu and Wahi Tapu Areas; 

b) Items listed on the Schedule of Historic Heritage; and 

c) Waahi tapu and places and areas of significance to iwi. 
 
In any assessment of resource consent applications relating to the activities in A and B 
above, the following matters will be considered: 

a) The assessment criteria set out in Policy 10.6; 

b) Whether the item is of danger to public safety and repair is not the best practicable 
option. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The protection of historic heritage does not anticipate the relocation, demolition or 
destruction of historic heritage.  These activities are considered to be inconsistent with the 
objective of protecting historic heritage due to the significant, irreparable and permanent 
loss of historic heritage associated with these activities.  These activities should only be 
considered in exceptional circumstances where no other viable option exists (for example 
a significant public health risk exists if relocation or demolition does not occur). 
 
Historic heritage listed on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Rarangi Taonga: the 
Register of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wahi Tapu and Wahi Tapu Areas and sites of 
significance to iwi are considered to be of exceptionally high historic heritage value and 
the demolition of these places generally does not contribute to supporting the well being 
of the Community. 
 
The Schedule of Historic Heritage is not static nor considered a complete list of all historic 
heritage in the District.  If there is a change proposed to remove an item from the 
Schedule, in addition to all relevant statutory considerations, the Council will have regard 
to whether the area/item still meets the criteria for identification set out in Policies 10.2, 
10.3 and 10.4, whether the item is a danger to public health and assess the likely use and 
circumstances of the building if it is repaired or not. 
 
This policy does not provide for the relocation, partial demolition, demolition, destruction 
or removal of items from the Schedule of Historic Heritage which are at threat to 
‘demolition by neglect’. 
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Policy 10.9 – Subdivision involving historic heritage Reference 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
Inappropriate subdivision of historic heritage and its surroundings will be avoided. 
 
Where any subdivision is proposed on sites containing historic heritage, specific 
consideration will be given to the following matters: 

a) whether the subdivision will create an allotment pattern that maintains or reinforces the 
integrity of the historic heritage and the character of the surounding area; 

b) whether the subdivision will create an allotment or allotments of a size and dimension 
that can accommodate new development that will complement the historice heritage 
site; 

c) whether the siting and setback of new buildings so that they do not overshadow, 
dominate, encroach on or otherwise impact on the setting of the historic heritage; 

d) whether the subdivision would positively contribute to, or detract from, historic 
heritage values; 

e) whether the subdivision will adversely effect the ongoing and coherent management 
and maintainance of the historic heritage and its surroundings; and 

f) whether a consent notice or other legal mechanism is required to protect the historic 
heritage values. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Historic heritage is often privately owned and may be subject to subdivision proposals 
from time to time.  Given the significant potential to alienate historic heritage from its 
surroundings, and given the importance of these areas for community identity and well-
being, the effects on historic heritage need to be considered in the assessment of 
subdivision applications.  Often the setting surrounding a particular place constitutes part 
of its heritage value which can be easily eroded through inappropriate subdivision and 
development.  In particular, consideration needs to be given to the effects of additional 
development rights afforded by subdivision on historic heritage values.  To this end, the 
Council will actively manage any subdivision in these areas to ensure potentially adverse 
effects associated with subdivision are avoided by mitigating the effects through tools like 
consent notices or heritage covenants. 
 

Policy 10.10 – Waahi tapu Reference 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
Waahi tapu and their surroundings will be recognised as particularly sensitive to any 
subdivision, development or change in land use, as these activities may affect the physical 
features and non-physical values of the place or area, and will be protected from any 
adverse effects of these activities. 
 
Work in partnership with the relevant iwi authority for the ongoing and long term 
management and protection of waahi tapu.  Relevant iwi authorities will be consulted on all 
resource consent applications affecting waahi tapu identified in the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
Waahi tapu has important historic heritage and living cultural value to Tangata Whenua.  
Waahi tapu sit within a larger cultural landscape and convey important understandings of 
the environment and Maori cultural identity: whether they are areas instilled with tapu, tell 
a story of settlement or migration, or are acknowledged as places of tribal success or 
defeat.  The identification of these heritage values rests with iwi, hapu, whanau and 
marae in accordance with their kaitiaki responsibilities.  The rules and standards in this 
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chapter provide for resource consent applications for activities within waahi tapu identified 
in the Schedule of Historic Heritage to be publicly notified or notice serviced on relevant 
iwi authority as affected parties.. 
 

Policy 10.11 – Unidentified historic heritage Reference 
Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
A precautionary approach to protecting unidentified historic heritage will be undertaken.  
Areas of high likelihood of identifying archaeology will be identified as Archaeological Alert 
Areas on the District Plan Maps. Development where the accidental discovery of any 
unidentified archaeological historic heritage occurs will be immediately stopped until the 
significance is assessed and adverse effects can be appropriately avoided or mitigated.  
The Accidental Discovery Protocol, as set out in Schedule 10.2, will be followed in all 
development. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
A precautionary approach to unidentified historic heritage is a key approach to the 
protection of historic heritage in the District.  The loss of values associated with 
unidentified historic heritage is no less significant to the well being and identity of the 
District than the loss of historic heritage identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage.  
 
In particular, due to the nature of archaeological sites which are often only visible with 
technical and sub-surface investigations, these sites are at significant threat to damage 
and destruction due to development.  Many of these unrecorded sites include koiwi 
(human bones).  The New Zealand Historic Places Trust is the consenting authority for 
archaeological authorities for work damaging or potentially damaging archaeological sites.  
The Council will promote close cooperation with the New Zealand Historic Places Trust in 
relation to the archaeological authority process through the use of an Archaeological Alert 
Area and will include the archaeological advice notes in resource consent processes 
requiring accidental discovery protocols to be followed. 
 
Applicants should note that all archaeological sites (whether recorded, unrecorded or 
registered) are protected under the Historic Places Act 1993 and that the consent of the 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust is required before any work can be undertaken on 
these sites (i.e. an archaeological authority to destroy, damage or modify a site). 
 
Policy 10.12 – Voluntary and non-regulatory methods Reference 

Objectives 
2.7 & 2.1 
 

 
The protection of historic heritage will be facilitated and encouraged by use of voluntary 
and non-regulatory methods to support regulatory methods. 
  

 
Explanation 
The protection of historic heritage through regulation under the Resource Management 
Act and the Historic Places Act is supported by voluntary and non-regulatory methods 
undertaken by the Council, private owners, New Zealand Historic Places Trust and other 
organisations.  A holistic approach to historic heritage management is critical to ensure 
the ongoing protection and enhancement of historic heritage within the District and to take 
full advantage of the value and benefits of the historic heritage to the community. 
 

10.1.2 Rules and Standards 

The following rules and standards apply District-wide.  These rules and standards should 
be read in conjunction with the District Plan maps and the Schedule of Historic Heritage to 
determine if an application involves historic heritage. 
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Summary Table 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
 
Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted Discretionary 
Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and Pr to 
Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Minor work to a historic place (site, area, 
buildings and structures) identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage which meets 
standards. 

10A.1.2
-3 
 

●      

Minor maintenance activities to notable 
trees in the Schedule of Historic Heritage 

10A.1.4 ●      
Alteration or modification of any historic 
buildings and structures listed in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage not meeting  
permitted activity standards 

10A.3.2   ●    

Land disturbance and changes to buildings 
and fencing in Waahi Tapu sites in groups 
A, B, D and E which meets standards 

10A.1.5
-8 

●      

Land disturbance within an archaeological 
site, set out in Schedule of Historic 
Heritage exceeding permitted activity 
standards 

10A.4.1 
 

   ●   

Earthquake strengthening of any historic 
buildings and structures listed in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage which meets 
standards 

10A.2.1  ●     

New Buildings in Waahi Tapu in Group D 
that meet  standards 

10A.2.2  ●     

Erection of a new sign attached to or 
obstructing a listed historic item set out in 
Schedule of Historic Heritage 

10A.3.3   ●    

Modification of notable trees listed in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage by any 
network utility operator 

10A.3.4   ●    

Subdivision of any land containing a 
historic item listed in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage or its surroundings. 

10A.3.1   ●    

Specific activities including intensive 
farming in waahi tapu Groups A, B, D and 
E set out in Schedule of Historic Heritage. 

10A.5.3
-5 

    ●  

Land disturbance, buildings and structures 
in Waahi tapu Groups A, B, D and E which 
does not meet permitted activity standards 

10A.3.5
-8 

  ●    

Relocation buildings and structures set out 
in Schedule of Historic Heritage 

10A.4.2    ●   

Demolition of any item recorded in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage without a 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
Category I or II classification. 

10A.4.3    ●   

Demolition or relocation of buildings or 
structures and destruction of sites with a 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
Category I or II classification. 

10A.5.1 
-2 

    ●  

Subdivision of land with  an item set out in 10A.5.1     ●  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [10-12] -  Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Historic Heritage 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [10-13] -  Notified 29 November 2012 

Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Schedule of Historic Heritage which does 
not meet standards 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Historic Heritage 

Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 10A.0. Applicability of Rules 10A.1 – 10A.5 
 
Rules 10A.1 to 10A.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified. Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 10A.1 to 10A.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[b]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

10A.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

specified as Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non-Complying 
or Prohibited activities and 
comply with all permitted 
activity standards in this 
chapter. 

 

  

2. Minor work to a historic place 
(building or structure) 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as Historic 
Places (buildings and 

1. The work shall involve the stabilisation, preservation or conservation of the historic place as 
defined in the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural 
Heritage Value, 1993 (the ICOMOS Charter). 

 
2. The work shall not involve alterations, additions (including restoration and reconstruction as 

Policy 10.6 
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10A.1 Permitted Activities 

The rmitted ndards (unless following activities are pe activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted sta
otherwise specified). 

 

structures), Historic Places 
(sites) or Historic Areas 

 

defined in the ICOMOS Charter), relocation, partial demolition and demolition. 
 
3. Any redecoration work shall involve the renewal, restoration or new application of surface 

finishes, decorative elements, minor fittings and fixtures and floor coverings which does not 
destroy, compromise, damage or impair the historic heritage. 

 
4. Internal alterations may be undertaken to buildings which are not New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust Category I or II or constructed prior to 1900. 
 
5. The work shall not result in any increase in the area of land occupied by the building or 

structure. 
 
6. The work shall not involve painting of any previously unpainted surface or rendering of 

previously unplastered wall surfaces.  
 

3. Minor work to a historic place 
(site) or area identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage 
as Historic Places (buildings 
and structures), Historic 
Places (sites) or Historic Areas 

 

1. Any maintenance and upgrading of paved roads, modified berms and paths shall not involve 
land disturbance which does not extend beyond the area or depth previously disturbed. 

 
2. Any fencing does not involve any land disturbance that extends beyond the area or depth 

previously disturbed. 
 
3. The work shall involve preservation and conservation as defined in the ICOMOS New Zealand 

Charter. 
 
4. Maintenance work that is authorised by an archaeological authority issued under the Historic 

Places Act 1993 (if relevant). 
 

Policy 10.6 

4. Minor maintenance activities 
to notable trees identified in 
the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage as Historic Places 
(buildings and structures), 
Historic Places (sites) or 

1. The removal of broken branches, deadwood or diseased vegetation, as follows: 

a) The removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree, that are 
interfering with or overhanging buildings, but only up to a maximum of one metre or the 
closest branch junction point beyond that distance from the external walls or roof of that 
building. 

Policy 10.6 
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10A.1 Permitted Activities 

The vities are permitted unless following acti activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (
oth ed). erwise specifi

 

Historic Areas 
 b) The removal of branches which do not form part of the main structure of the tree to 

maintain access along existing vehicle access ways. 

 
5. The following activities in a 

area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group A: 

a) Land disturbance  

b) Fencing 

 

1. Land disturbance shall be for: 

a) the fencing the perimeter of the area; or 

b) human burials within WTS216A Raukohatu Urupa, WTS578C Wainui Urupa or the part of 
WTS183A Pukehou 4C6 Urupā which is located on PUKEHOU 4C6 BLK IX WAITOHU SD 
- CEMETERY ATI KAPU RES. 

 
2. Fencing shall be along the perimeter of the waahi tapu or site. 
 
3. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

Policy 10.6, 
10.10 & 10.11 

6. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group B: 

a) Land disturbance  

b) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings  

c) Fencing  

d) New buildings ancillary to 
lawfully established uses 
in the waahi tapu  

e) Relocation of existing 
buildings within the site 

1. Land disturbance shall be for: 

a) modifications and alterations to existing buildings; 

b) new buildings ancillary to lawfully established uses; 

c) relocation of existing buildings within the site; 

d) the fencing the perimeter of the area; or 
 
2. The maximum extent of land disturbance shall not exceed 10m3. 

3. Modifications and alterations to buildings shall not include basements or in-ground swimming 
pools. 

4. Fencing shall be along the perimeter of the waahi tapu or site. 

5. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

Policy 10.6, 
10.10 & 10.11 
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10A.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 
7. The following activities in a 

area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group D: 

a) Land disturbance  

b) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings 

c) Fencing 

d) Relocation of existing 
buildings within the waahi 
tapu 

 

1. Land disturbance shall be for: 

a) modifications and alterations to existing buildings; 

b) relocation of existing buildings within the site; 

c) fencing; or 

d) human burials within WTS0056 Mūtikotiko and WTS0101 Pukekaraka. 
 
2. The maximum extent of land disturbance shall not exceed 10m3. 

3. Modifications and al                                                                                                                           
terations to buildings shall not include basements or in-ground swimming pools. 

4. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

 

Policy 10.6, 
10.10 & 10.11 

8. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group E: 

a) New buildings associated 
with lawfully established 
buildings and uses in the 
waahi tapu 

b) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings 

1. Modifications and alterations to buildings shall not include basements or in-ground swimming 
pools. 

2. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

Policy 10.6, 
10.10 & 10.11 
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10A.1 Permitted Activities 

The l itted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless fo lowing activities are perm
otherwise specified). 

 

c) Relocation of existing 
buildings within the waahi 
tapu 

 
 
 

10A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Ref. 

1. Earthquake strengthening of a 
historic place (building or 
structure) with a New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust Category 
I classification identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage  

 

1. Strengthening work shall not visible on any 
exterior façade or feature. 

2. The work carried out shall be consistent with 
the original in terms of quality, materials and 
detailing.  Any replacement materials shall be 
of the original or similar material, colour, 
texture, form and design as the original it 
replaces and the number of components 
replaced should be substantially less than 
existing. 

3. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 
Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
 
 

Policy 10.5 and 
10.6 

2. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group D: 

1. Buildings shall be ancillary to lawfully 
established buildings in the waahi tapu 

2. Land disturbance shall be less than 10m3. 
3. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 

Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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a) New buildings  
 

 

10A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
**Any application in respect to rules indicated shall be publicly notified or notice serviced on relevant iwi authority and the 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust as affected parties. 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Subdivision of any land or site 
containing historic heritage 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as Historic 
Places (buildings and 
structures), Historic Places 
(sites) or Historic Areas. 

 

1. The historic item shall be contained within one 
lot or where the historic item is contained 
within more than one lot the number of lots 
containing the Scheduled item will not be 
increased. 

1. The imposition of conditions accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of RMA  

2. Imposition of financial contributions in 
accordance with chapter 12 of the Plan 

3. Degree of compliance with Council’s 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements, 2012 (or structure 
plan or guideline) 

4. Effects on Historic heritage values 
5. Layout of the subdivision 
6. Effect on context and surroundings 
7. Visual, character and amenity effects 
 

Policy 10.5, 10.6 
& 10.9 

2. Alteration or modification of 
any historic heritage identified 
in the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage as Historic Places 
(buildings and structures), 
Historic Places (sites) or 
Historic Areas, including: 

a) construction of new 
buildings or structures; 
and 

 1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6 
& 10.8 
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b) minor work that does not 
comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

c) internal and external 
modification to a 
scheduled building 

  
3. Erection of a new sign 

attached to or obstructing 
historic heritage identified in 
the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage as Historic Places 
(buildings and structures), 
Historic Places (sites) or 
Historic Areas (except where 
specified in this District Plan to 
be a non-complying activity). 

 

 1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5 and 
10.6 

4. Modification of notable trees 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as Historic 
Places (buildings and 
structures), Historic Places 
(sites) or Historic Areas by any 
network utility operator to 
ensure the safety and integrity 
of any network utility or to 
maintain access to the 
network utility. 

 

 1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6 
& 10.7 

5. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group A**: 

1. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 
Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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a) Land disturbance not 
meeting the permitted 
activity standards 

b) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings 

c) Fencing (other than 
fencing complying with the 
permitted activity 
standards)  

d) Any building or structure 
that obstructs views or 
existing access between 
‘key access and view 
points’ listed in the 
Schedule of Historic 
Heritage;  

e) Roads and network 
infrastructure 

 

5. Effects on context and surroundings 

6. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group B**: 

a) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings which does not 
comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

b) Land disturbance which 
does not comply with the 
permitted activity 

1. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 
Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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standards 

c) New buildings and 
alterations which does not 
comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

d) Any building or structure 
that obstructs views or 
existing access between 
‘key access and view 
points’ listed in the 
Schedule of Historic 
Heritage 

e) Roads and network 
infrastructure 

 
7. The following activities in a 

area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group D**: 

a) Modifications and 
alterations to existing 
buildings which does not 
comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

b) Any building or structure 
that obstructs views or 
existing access between 
‘key access and view 
points’ listed in the 
Schedule of Historic 
Heritage 

c) Roads and network 

1. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 
Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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infrastructure 

d) Land disturbance not 
meeting the permitted 
activity standards 

e) Clearance of karaka at  
Mataihuka Pā (WTS0216) 

f) New buildings and 
alterations which does not 
comply with the permitted 
activity standards 

8. The following activities in a 
area identified in the Schedule 
of Historic Heritage as Waahi 
tapu and Other Places and 
Areas of Significance to Iwi – 
Group E**: 

a) Land disturbance not 
meeting the permitted 
activity standards  

b) New buildings and 
alterations which do not 
comply with the 
permitted activity 
standards  

c) Any building or structure 
that obstructs views or 
existing access between 
‘key access and view 
points’ listed in the 
Schedule of Historic 
Heritage 

d) Roads and network 
infrastructure  

1. The Accidental Discovery Protocol, set out in 
Schedule 10.2, shall be followed. 

1. Effect on historic heritage values 
2. Effect on visual, character and amenity  
3. Colour and materials of proposed building 

or structures 
4. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building or structures 
5. Effects on context and surroundings 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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10A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 
**Any application in respect to rules indicated shall be publicly notified or notice serviced on relevant iwi authority and the 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust as affected parties. 
 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activities which are not 

listed as Permitted, Controlled, 
Restricted Discretionary, 
Discretionary, Non Complying 
or Prohibited activities and do 
not comply with one or more 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

  

2. Relocation of historic heritage 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as Historic 
Places (buildings and 
structures), Historic Places 
(sites) or Historic Areas 
(except where specified in this 
District Plan to be a non-
complying activity). 

 

Consistency with Policy 10.8 
 
The matters listed in Policy 10.6 & 10.8 
 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8 & 10.10  

3. Partial demolition or demolition 
of historic heritage identified in 
the Schedule of Historic 
Heritage as Historic Places 
(buildings and structures), 
Historic Places (sites) or 
Historic Areas (except where 
specified in this District Plan to 
be a non-complying activity). 

Consistency with Policy 10.8 
 
The matters listed in Policy 10.6 & 10.8 
 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8 & 10.10  
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10A.5 Non Complying Activities 

The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Partial demolition, demolition or destruction of New Zealand Historic Places Trust Category I or II historic heritage identified in the 

Schedule of Historic Heritage as Historic Places (buildings and structures), Historic Places (sites), Historic Areas or Waahi tapu and 
Other Places and Areas of Significance to Iwi.** 

 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8 & 10.10 

2. Relocation of New Zealand Historic Places Trust Category I historic heritage identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage as Historic 
Places (buildings and structures), Historic Places (sites), Historic Areas or Waahi tapu and Other Places and Areas of Significance to 
Iwi.** 

 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8 & 10.10 

3. The following activities in a area identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage as Waahi tapu and Other Places and Areas of 
Significance to Iwi – Group A**: 

a) New buildings 

b) Intensive farming  

 

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 

4. The following activities in a area identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage as Waahi tapu and Other Places and Areas of 
Significance to Iwi – Group B and E**: 

a) Intensive farming 
  

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 

5. The following activities in a area identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage as Waahi tapu and Other Places and Areas of 
Significance to Iwi – Group D**: 

a) Intensive farming 

b) Subdivision where the number of lots the Scheduled item is contained within is increased  
  

Policy 10.5, 10.6, 
10.8, 10.10 & 
10.11 
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10.2 Schedules 
 

Schedule 10.1 - Schedule of Historic Heritage 
 
Historic Places, including buildings and structures (and surroundings/setting, if applicable) (including commercial buildings, industrial 
buildings, residential buildings, public buildings, recreational structures (e.g. gazebos), infrastructure (e.g. bridges), memorials, retaining walls, 
etc) 
 
District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

B1 4099 Otaki Railway Station  Arthur St, Otaki  SO 13765  
Railway land 
Lot 1 DP 88386 (CT 
WN55D/455) and Pt 
Te Awaroa 12A (CT 
WN55D/456), 
Wellington Land 
District 

 Originally constructed in 1911.  
Exterior is a fine example of the 
work of George Alexander 
Troup (1863-1941).  

Cat. II 

B2 4100 Pukekaraka 
Presbytery  
 

2-4 Convent Rd, Otaki Pukekaraka 5 ML 401 
Pukekaraka No 5 Lot 1 
Pt Lot 2 DP 1660 & Lot 
1 DP 44700 

 The third Pukekaraka 
presbytery to be built on this 
site. Constructed in 1897. 

Cat. II 

B3 4701 St Mary's Church 
(Catholic)  

2-4 Convent Rd, Otaki Pukekaraka 5 ML 401 
Pukekaraka No 5 Lot 1 
Pt Lot 2 DP 16604 & 
Lot 1 DP 44700 

 St Mary's Church, Pukekaraka, 
built in 1858-1859, is 
considered to be New 
Zealand's oldest surviving 
Catholic church still in use. 

Cat. I 

B4 4093 Cottage - Brown Sugar 
Cafe  

3 Main Highway (SH1), 
Otaki  

Lot 2 DP 26621  
 

 Constructed circa 1929. Cat. II 

B5 4955 Railway House  206 Mill Rd, Otaki  SO 18606 Sec 4 Blk IX 
Waitohu SD  

  Cat. II 

B6 4956 Railway House 208 Mill Rd, Otaki SO 18606 Sec 3 Blk IX   Cat. II 
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Waitohu SD 
B7 4102 Rahui Milk Treatment 

Station 
35 Rahui Rd, Otaki 
 

Lots 1, 4 DP 4014 Pt 
Matitikura ML 258 
A/349 

  Cat. II 

B8 4101 Rahui Factory Social 
Hall 

35 Rahui Rd, Otaki 
 

Lots 1, 4 DP 4014 Pt 
Matitikura ML 258 
A/349 

  Cat. II 

B9 4098 Otaki Children’s Health 
Camp Rotunda 

Health Camp Rd, Otaki 
 

SO 20565 Appt of Sec 
5, Pt Sec 18 Blk VIII 
Waitohu SD 

  Cat. I 

B10 4096 Maori University 
Building (Te Wananga 
O Raukawa College) 

Tasman Rd, Otaki 
 

Pt 4 DP 3364 
Pt Lot 3 8 DP 12156 
Lot 6 DP 12156 

  Cat. I 
Cat.II 

B11 4103 Te Rauparaha 
Memorial & Jubilee 
Memorial Monument 

cnr Te Rauparaha & 
Hadfield Sts, Otaki 

Pt Mangapouri Maori 
Reserve ML 5304 

  Cat. I 

B13 4968 Maori School (next to 
Rangiatea Church site) 

Te Rauparaha St, Otaki 
 

Pt Church Mission 
Grant Ml 461 
Pt Lots 1, 7 DP 21156 
Pt Piritaha No.4 

  Cat. II 

B14  Roman Catholic 
Church, Pukekaraka 
Conservation Area, 
Otaki 

Convent Rd, Otaki 
 

Pukekaraka 5 ML 401    

B15 4095 Lovat House 29 Hadfield Rd, Peka 
Peka 

Lot 2 DP 11457 Blk VI 
Kaitawa SD 

  Cat. II 

B16 4105 Kildoon Stables 
 

48 Winara Ave, 
Waikanae 

Pt Lot 5 DP 41867  
Lot 1 DP 45107 

  Cat. II 

B17 4104 Kildoon House 48 Winara Ave, 
Waikanae 

Pt 5 DP 41867 
Lot 1 DP 45107 

  Cat. II 

B18 4967 Arapawaiti (Ferry 
House Inn) 

10 Hana Udy Place, 
Paraparaumu Beach 

Lot 1 DP 389413   Cat. II 

B20 4959 Paekakariki Railway 
Station 

Main Rd, Paekakariki 
Corner, North Island 

Railway land 
(1541055100) 

  Cat. II 
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Main Trunk Line, State 
Highway 1 and Beach 
Road and Tilley Road 

B21 4706 South end signal box Railway Station, Main 
Rd, Paekakariki  
Corner, North Island 
Main Trunk Line, State 
Highway 1 and Beach 
Road and Tilley Road 

Railway land 
(1541055100) 

  Cat. I 

B22 4705 Paekakariki Railway 
Yard Water Vats x 2 
 

Railway Station, Main 
Rd, Paekakariki  

Railway land 
(1541055100) 
Lot 11 DP 86286 (CT 
WN54A/80) Wellington 
Land District 

  Cat. I 

B23 4961 Paekākāriki Railway 
Station Goods Shed 
(old rail-air shed) 

Paekākāriki Railway 
Yard 
 

Railway land 
(1541055100) 
Lot 11 DP 86286 (CT 
WN54A/80) Wellington 
Land District 

  Cat. II 

B26  Memorial Gates Mackays Crossing, 
Queen Elizabeth Park 

Sec 100 Blk II 
Paekakariki SD SO 
24783, SH1 

   

B27  1906 Restaurant Main Rd, Paekakariki Pt Paekakariki 1B ML 
1436 & Pt Plan A/2237 

   

B28  Anglican Church Beach Rd, Paekakariki Pt Lot 4 DP 830  St Peter's Anglican Church and 
grounds and associated fixtures 

 

B29  Te Nikau Bible College Valley Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 4 DP 50470 Lot 1 
DP 21078 & Closed 
Road 

 House - built @ 1900  

B30  Early Californian 
bungalow style house 

52 Tilley Rd, 
Paekakariki 

Lot 10 Blk III DP 2465  House - built  1920   

B31  Otaki Beach Pavilion Marine Pde, Otaki 
Beach 

Beachfront opposite 
Rupini Street 

 Art Deco era  

B32 7189 Ngatiawa Bridge Mangaone South Rd, located between Lot 3   Cat. II 
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Old road bridge Reikorangi DP 79037 and Pt Sec 
61 Blk X Kaitawa SD 

B33  Anglican Church 1 Elizabeth Street, 
Waikanae  

Lot 4 DP 74712 Sec 1 
Town of Parata SO 
14414 

 St Lukes Church-origins in a 
Maori Village in 1850's (near 
Kauri Tree, Greenaway Road) 

 

B34 7125 Old Waikanae Post 
Office (1906) 

9 Elizabeth St, 
Waikanae 
7A Elizabeth Street, 
Waikanae 

Pt Lot 4 DP 1031  Currently Kapiti Coast Museum Cat. II 
 

B35  Barn - Horse Stables 
 

Queen Elizabeth Park Pt Sec 3 Blk II 
Paekakariki SD SO 
23214 

   

B36  Original School Room 21 Ruapehu St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lots 24, 25 Blk II DP 
462 Sec 26 SO 22479 

 Built 1887, now used as school 
library at Paraparaumu School. 

 

B37 1321 
 

William Jenkins’ 
cottage 

206 Otaki Gorge Road, 
Otaki 

Lot 1 DP 62504 Blk III 
Kaitawa SD 

 Local identity and hero. Very old 
building. 

Cat. II 

B38  Mill stones 
 

20 Tasman Road, 
Otaki 

Lot 1 DP 20769 and Pt 
1 Taumanuka ML 1507 

   

B40  Historic residence 44 Atkins Road, Otaki Lot 1 DP 64825  Built from Totara bush, 1885  
B41  Old church building, 

1896 
Waikanae Christian 
Holiday Park, Kauri Rd, 
Waikanae 

Lot 1 DP 24354, Lot 1 
DP 27661, Lot 1 DP 
57749 

 Used for worship, weddings, 
prayer. Relocated from Apiti. 

 

B43  Clark memorial and 
bush. 

Paekakariki Hill Road 
(Hair Pin Bend) 

    

B44  Old school house  Main Road North, 
Paekakariki  

Sec 93 Wainui Dist Blk 
II Paekakariki SD 

 Built 1888  

B45  Paekakariki Tennis 
Club 

14 Wellington Rd, 
Paekakariki 

Pt Lot 7 DP 1879  Historic Building - built 1930s  

B46  Post and telegraph 
wrought iron standard 

8 Ngapotiki St, 
Paraparaumu Beach 

Lot 18 DP 14333  Remnant of telegraph line - 
1860s. 

 

B47  Old house 91 Main Highway 
(SH1), Otaki 

Pt Plan A/2425 Lot 7 
DP 15445 

 Built @ 1880 - heart rimu and 
kauri. 

 

B48  Paekākāriki Playcentre Wellington Rd, 
Paekakariki 

Pt Sec 103 Blk II 
Wainui Dist SO 21276 

 Historic Building - built 1890s  
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

B49  Historic Building cnr Otaki Gorge Rd/Te 
Horo Hautere Cross 
Rd, Otaki 

Lot 5 DP 68893  Built 1892 (Old Post Office)  

B50  Memorial Gates Memorial Park - 
Tutanekai St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 5A DP 463 SO 
12944 

 In memory of soldiers who 
fought in previous World war - 
1924 

 

B52  Water catchment 
system 

Gully behind BP 
Service Station, 
Paekakariki 
 

Pt Lot 2 DP 4269    

B53  Old house 290 Main Road (SH1), 
Otaki 

Lot 2 DP 46091  1898 – originally used as home 
for homeless and deprived 
children 

 

B54  Once Te Horo Railway 
Station 
 

990 State Highway 1,  
Te Horo 

Ngakaroro Pt 3 D1 No. 
6 Blk II Kaitawa SD ML 
1526 

   

B55  Original Post Office 
Store 

12 Elizabeth St, 
Waikanae 

Lot 1 DP 45943 CT 
17A/129 

 Built 1895 - now currently a 
dairy. 

 

B56  Originally Methodist 
Church 

Aotaki St, Otaki Pt 83 Town of Otaki  
ML 956 

 Built 1891.  

B57  Family Hotel 30 Main St, Otaki Pt Secs 61-63 Town of 
Otaki, ML 3205, 1458 

 Built 1881  

B58  Telegraph Hotel Tasman Road, Otaki 
 

Pt Lot 2 DP 11739  Built 1895  

B59  Jubilee Hotel 17 Waerenga Road, 
Otaki 

Pt Lot 1 DP 7103  Built 1891 - currently House of 
Hope 

 

B60  Court House Centennial Reserve, 
Main Road, Otaki 

Lots 1-4 DP 12402    

B62  Otaki Library 148 Tasman Road, 
Otaki 

Lot 4 DP 2554  Built 1904  

B64  Osneloc House 1 Hadfield St, Otaki Pt Secs 59, 60  Town 
of Otaki ML 3204 

 Old historic house - built 1899   

B65  Shop and dwelling 72 Main Street, Otaki Pt Sec 113 Town of 
Otaki ML 1083 

 Built  around 1880  



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Historic Heritage 

Last Amended 29 November 2012  - [10-31] - Notified 29 November 2012 

District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

B67  Historic home 98 Waerenga Rd, Otaki Lot 3 DP 21876  Built 1903  
B68  Raukawa Dairy 90 Mill Rd, Otaki Pt Sec 164 Town of 

Otaki ML 5258 
 Built 1890s originally for R J 

Staveley, Solicitor, as an office 
 

B69  Coaching stables 282 Rangiuru Rd, Otaki Lot 3 DP 7938  Built 1858-60 - currently car 
repair business. 

 

B72  Greenaway Homestead 14 Kauri Rd, Waikanae Lot 57 DP 16850  Built 1911.   
B73  Reikorangi School Reikorangi Rd, 

Reikorangi 
Gaz 74-1666 Secs 5, 
5A Reikorangi Blk X 
Kaitawa SD SO 1352 

 Established 1895; present 
building 1912. 

 

B74 7422 St Andrews Church 
Scottish Kirk 

5 Akatarawa Rd, 
Reikorangi 

Sec 4A Blk X Kaitawa 
SD SO 13529 

  
Designed by F. De Jersey Clere, 
opened 1908. 

Cat. I 

B75  Original School Room 
 

15 Seddon St, 
Waikanae 

Pt 23 DP 1031 Sec 23 
Town of Parata SO 
14414 

   

B76  St Michaels Church 
 

Rangihiroa St, 
Waikanae 

Lot 86 DP 14131    

B77  Methodist Church 9 Taiata St, Waikanae Lot 54 DP 14131    
B78  Maketu’s grave  Kauri Rd, Waikanae Lot 54 DP 14131  1889  
B79  Stone monolith Eruini St, Waikanae Lot 48 DP 26719  in memory of Sir Charles 

Fleming 
 

B80  Historic House  
 

7 Hadfield St, Otaki 
 

Pt Sec 68, Pt Otaki 
Town Sec C ML 3789 

 Original Plunket Rooms, Otaki - 
built before 1925 

 

B82  Field Hutt Tararua Forest Park, 
Otaki Forks 
 

Pt 2B Ngakaroro ML 
192 

 Otaki Forks area. Built in 1924 
by Tararua Tramping Club with 
foundations and framing from 
trees pit-sawn nearby.  It is one 
of the first purpose-built 
tramping huts in New Zealand, 
and is the oldest surviving hut in 
the Tararua Ranges. 

 

B83 7534 Building – Former 
Otaki BNZ 

49 Main Street, 
Otaki 

Secs 90A & 90B Town 
of Otaki ML 2504 
Lot 1 DP 91012 (CT 

 Formerly BNZ, built 1918 and 
more recently the Ōtaki Museum 

Cat. II 
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

22996) Wellington 
Land District 

B84  Hospital Mill Road, Otaki Pt 1 DP 9569  Maternity Hospital built 1899  
B85  Railway Hotel Arthur Street, Otaki Lot 7 DP 15552  Built 1891  
B86  Victorian cottage 266 Main Road (SH1), 

Otaki 
Lot 2 DP 30732  Built 1888  

B87  Petrol storage tank SH1 Paekakariki Pt Lot 2 DP 4269  Built during WW2, one of three 
in New Zealand. 

 

B88  Covered water storage 
tanks 

Mackay’s Crossing, 
Paekakariki 

Sec 1 SO 36580  Water storage Mackay’s intake 
building during WW2 

 

B89  Sewage Plant  
 

Mackay’s Crossing, 
Paekakariki 

Pt Sec 2 Blk II 
Paekakariki SD SO 
23214 

 Built during American 
occupation WW2 

 

B90  Memorial Hall The Parade, 
Paekakariki 

Sec 43 Town of 
Paekakariki SO 17839 

 Originally the third building of the 
Paekakariki Surf Club built by 
donation etc and volunteer 
labour in 1928. 
 

 

B91  Budge House Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Paekakariki 

Lot 1 DP 34143  Caretakers residence  

B93  Survey Monuments Various Various    
B94  Lynch House Waterfall Road, 

Paraparaumu 
Lot 11 DP 33688  Built 1900  

B95 7342 The Whare, Kapiti 
Island.   

Kapiti Island Sec 3 Blk I Kapiti SD 
SO 28650 

 The Whare is the oldest 
wooden building on Kapiti 
Island.  It was home to Richard 
Henry, a flora and fauna 
caretaker on Kapiti Island. 

Cat. II 

B96 7662 Te Kahuoterangi 
whaling station, Kapiti 
Island 

Kapiti Island Sec 3 Blk I Kapiti SD 
SO 28650 

 Collection of house sites, 
collapsed chimneys, hearths, a 
tri-pot stand (or oven) and a 
grave.  Built prior to 1839. 

Cat. I 

B97  Tararua Timber 
Company sawmill site, 

Tararua Forest Park, 
Otaki Forks 

Sec 1 Blk XII Kaitawa 
SD SO 13089 

 Large single-cylinder stationary 
steam engine, probably dating 
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District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Otaki Forks from the 1880’s, & a large multi-
tube under-fired boiler. 

B98  House 58 Peka Peka Rd, 
Peka Peka 

LOT 1 DP 85328  House previously owned by 
Rev. R J Allsworth.  Built in 
1856. 

 

B99 7532 The Control Tower Paraparaumu Airport, 
Kapiti Road, 
Paraparaumu. 

LOT 7 DP 367716, 
NGARARA WEST 
PTS B4 B5 B7 1 B7 2A 
B7 2B PT SEC 1 SO 
20377 BLK I II 
PARAPARAUMU SD - 
BAL AIRPORT LAND 
AT 15281 69800 
(part of) Pt Ngarara 
West B7 MI 1886 (CT 
53D/165), Wellington 
Land District 

 Built in 1945 Cat.II 
 

B100  Bevan Homestead 24 Domain Road, 
Otaki. 

LOT 1 DP 49555 C/T 
20A/569 

 Built 1897-8, early settlers of 
Otaki.  Accompanies large 
Pohutukawa tree. 

 

B101  Time Capsule Nikau Reserve,SH1 
North, Paraparaumu. 

LOT 1 DP 32725  Buried January 1 2000, to be 
opened 2100. 

 

B102  Boiler unit Mangaone South Road 
Carpark, Reikorangi 

  Associated with old township 
and sawmill at end of 
Mangaone South Road circa. 
1890s. 

 

B104  Original Boiler Road Reserve - 
Carpark end of 
Mangaone Sth Rd, 
Reikorangi 
 

  Used to run coal powered 
sawmill (see B103) 

 

B105  St Andrew’s Church 
Hall (Scottish Kirk) 

5 Akatarawa Rd, 
Reikorangi 

SECTION 4A BLK X 
KAITAWA SD CT 
223/145 

 Constructed in Parewanui Bulls 
1862, relocated to Parewanui 
Reserve 1869, relocated to 
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locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Tangimoana 1962, relocated to 
Waikanae 2000. Originally used 
as a blockhouse (with gun 
ports) then Presbyterian Church 
building, with rare and usual 
construction. Gives insight into 
defensive strategies used by 
early pakeha settlers 

B108  Early Settlers Cottage Te Waka Road, Te 
Horo (land between 57 
and 91) 

  Known as the Whalers Wife’s 
house. May be the oldest 
structure in the District. Rare 
example of board and batten 
construction with timber 
shingles, sawn totara cladding. 
Washhouse contains Original 
copper. Maori Trust owned 
land, no public access without 
consent 

 

B109  Stone with Plaque Otaki Beach foreshore  
Located opposite 224 
and 226 Marine 
Parade, Otaki 

  Monument to the shipwrecks of 
the ‘Felixstowe ‘and ‘City of 
Auckland’ in 1868 

 

B110  Te Horo Hall 56 School Road, Te 
Horo  

LOT 1 DP 56160 BLK 
II KAITAWA SD 

 Community hall since 1914 
 

 

B111  Manawatu  Wellington 
Railway  opening 
monument 

Otaihanga Rd, 
Paraparaumu  
 

LOT 1 DP 47623 CT 
18C/458 

 Commemorating opening in 
1886 
 

 

B112  Monument 9 Kapiti Rd, 
Paraparaumu  

Lot 1 BLK I DP 462 CT 
7C/1305 

 Monument commemorating the 
sale of the first sections in 
Paraparaumu in 1888, stone 
with Plaque 

 

B113  Statue of Our Lady  14-26 Hinemoa St, 
Paraparaumu  

LOT 1 DP 314578 
LOTS 9-13 PT LOTS 
7-8   BLK II DP 462 

 Mary on the hill above 
Paraparaumu 
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Description/Significance NZHPT 
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LOT 2 DP 18562 
B114  Raumati South War 

Memorial Hall 
Tennis Court Road, 
Raumati South  

LOTS 27, 29, 30 DP 
9790, PT LOT 4 DP 
10737, LOT 52 DP 
10230, LOTS 13 14 
DP 11635 

 1952  

B115  Raumati South old 
general store 

31 Poplar Ave, 
Raumati South  
 

SHOP 3 DP 73463 ON 
LOT 7 DP 9992 -
HAVING1/3 INT IN 
849 SQ METRES 

 ‘Valhalla’, Raumati South old 
general store built around 1930. 
Last remaining commercial 
building  on north side of Poplar 
Avenue. 

 

B116  Otaki  Civic Theatre  
 

16 Main St, Otaki  PART SECTIONS 61 
62 TOWN OF OTAKI -
R/W  OVER PT SECS 
61 62 

   

B117  Remains of 
‘Waimahoe’ 

514 State Highway 1, 
Paraparaumu  
 

PT NGARARA WEST 
A47 C11 PT DP 5575 
PT   SUBJ TO R/W DP 
10063 BLK IX 

 Brick dairy, remains of 
‘Waimahoe’ built by Mr R H 
Elder, burnt down in 1903. 
 

 

B118  Casa Esperanza (also 
known as Hope 
House) 

344 Rosetta Road, 
Raumati Beach 

LOT 3 DP 90966  Architect Collin Hope  

 
Historic Places, including sites (and surroundings/setting, if applicable) 
District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
Category  

Archaeological Sites (some buildings and structures listed above may also be archaeological sites) 
B12  Site of the Rangiatea 

Church 
47 Te Rauparaha St, 
Otaki 

Pt Church Mission 
Grant ML 461 

   

B19 6140 3 Kumera Pits Paekakariki Pt Lot 2 DP 4269  
Blk IV, Paekakariki SD 
 

  Cat.II 

B25  Bishop Hadfield Church 14 Mazengarb Road, Lot 39 DP23764    
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Site  Paraparaumu 
B42  Remains of camp for 

depression workers 
64 Old Hautere Road, 
Te Horo 

Pt Lot 2 DP 60575 Lot 
1 DP 74253 

 Includes store, cairns.  (See 
Otaki Historical Society Journal 
1993) 

 

Other sites (Battlefields, locations of important events, historic roads, goldmining sites, boundary markers, coastal defences, parks and gardens, historic sites 
of scientific value e.g. palaeontological sites) 
B24  Paekakariki Railway 

Yard area 
Paekakariki Railway 
Yard 

Railway land 
(1541055100) 

   

B51  Radar Station site Top of Paekakariki Hill 
Road 

Railway land  1942; Radar rotating block and 
lookout 

 

B70  Historical Site SH1, Pukehou Hill adjacent Lot 1 DP 
54714 

 Sign erected showing site of 
overnight camp of Mua Upoko 
fleeing from Te Rauparaha 

 

B71  Historical Site 
 

133 Te Waka Road, Te 
Horo 

adjacent Lot 1 DP 
62630 

 Sign depicting site of Battle of 
Haowhenua 

 

B81  Site of original 
homestead of 
Wharemauku station 

31 Alexander Rd, 
Raumati Beach 
 

Lot 1 DP 28735 CT 
5C/1304 

 1850s. Homestead of W P 
Howell.  Social centre of largest 
land holding in area from 1864-
1917 

 

B92  Cemetery Manly Street & east of 
Scientific Reserve 

Pt A80C Ngarara West 
ML 4533 

   

B103  Historic saw mill 
cutting 

Mangaone Sth Rd, 
Reikorangi (south of 
Driveway to 518) 

  Landform excavation through a 
river terrace embankment. 
Excavated for transportation of 
logs on tram system from 
Kaitawa Reserve into Saw Mill.  
1922: Established by Norman 
Campbell 1926 Sawmill bought 
and operated by Bill Baxter and 
Son until 1936. 

 

B107  Ngatoto Trig Reserve 
(landform) 

Council Recreation 
Reserve 
Paraparaumu. 
Between, 31 Crown 

(Lot 104 DP86619)   Contains Geodetic Survey Point 
“A3DC Ngatoto”. Name given 
by Mere Pomare at the 1890 
hearing of Ngarara referring to it 
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locati
on 

Description/Significance NZHPT 
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Hill and 81 Realm 
Drive 

as ‘Ngatoto-o-Wi-Kakapu’. 
Known as a cultivation area and 
an eel weir being nearby. 
Lookout point. 

B119  Women’s Suffrage 
Garden 

Kapiti Women’s 
Centre, 7 Ngahina St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 2 DP 64653  Listing including mosaic KWC 
sign, sun dial, suffrage 
centenary garden mosaic, blue 
mosaic within paving, and 
mother and child sculpture. 

 

Notable Trees 
T2  1 Kauri  

Agathis australis 
Old Mission Grounds, 
Te Rauparaha St, 
Otaki  

Pt Church Misson 
Grant ML 461 

 Planted 1849 close to large 
Norfolk Island pine. 

 

T3  1 Ash Fraxinus 
 

459 Te Moana Rd, 
Waikanae  

Pt Lot 3 DP 46755  Height 46ft (1973). Largest in 
New Zealand. Planted by a ‘Mr 
Shamel’ who brought a seedling 
from Mexico.  

 

T5  1 Maius Trilobata 459 Te Moana Rd, 
Waikanae  

Pt Lot 3 DP 46755  Height 42ft (1973). Very rare 
species. Largest recorded.  
 

 

T6  1 Rimu Dacrydium 
cupressinum 
 

121 Amohia St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 2 DP 12690  
 

 NOTABLE (NTR) ID: 545, Reg. 
No: 041  
 

 

T7  Evergreen Laurel 
Magnolia 

121 Amohia St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 2 DP 12690  NOTABLE (NTR) ID: 546, Reg. 
No: 042  

 

T10  Karaka tree 
Corynocarpus 
laevigatus 

Adjacent to 381 Te 
Moana Rd, Waikanae 
(Road Reserve) 

    

T11  Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 
 

Waikanae Hotel 
Grounds, 32 Main 
Road, Waikanae 

Pt Ngarara West 
A78E10 Blk IX Kaitawa 
SD ML 4604 

   

T12  Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 
 

BP Waikanae Service 
Station Cnr SH1 & 
Ngaio Rd. 

Lot 1 DP 28250    
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T14  Kauri tree 
Agathis australis 
 

100 metres west of 
road frontage, 8 
Greenaway Rd, 
Waikanae 

Lot 1 DP 78308    

T15  Ginkgo biloba 
Maidenhair Tree 

31 Karu Cres, 
Waikanae 

Lots 12, 13 DP 14701    

T16  Cabbage tree (2) 
Cordyline australis 
 

3B Frederick St 
(Edginton), 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 12 DP 13821 
CT7B/368 

   

T18  1 Kauri (6m) 
Agathis australis 
 

3B Frederick St 
(Edginton), 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 12 DP 13821 
CT7B/368 

   

T20  Puriri tree 
Vitex lucens 

64 Ames St, 
Paekakariki 

Lot 3 DP 8581 CT 
435/285 

   

T21  Norfolk Island Pine 
Araucaria heterophylla 

cnr Tangahoe & 
Aperahama Sts, 
Paekakariki 

Road Reserve 
adjacent to Lot 42 DP 
6673 

   

T22  Kauri 
Agathis australis 

15 Matene St, Otaki Lot 1 DP 19130    

T23  Kauri 
Agathis australis 
 

96 Amohia St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 12635 CT 
506/228 

   

T24  Tulip Magnolia 
Magnolia x 
soulangeana.   

Main Rd Sth, Otaki-
opposite Otaki Gorge 
Road (Pahiko) 

Lot 2 DP 50635  NOTABLE (NTR) ID: 643, Reg. 
No: 213. 

 

T25  Pohutukawas 
Metrosideros excelsa  
Cabbage trees  
Cordyline australis  

Paekakariki 
Mark southern 
entrance to the District.

    

T26  Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

115 Arawhata Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 23 DP 57282    

T27  Copper Beach  
Fagus sylvatica 

31 Karu Cres,  
Waikanae 

Lot 13 DP 14701    

T28  Pohutukawa 31 Karu Cres,  Lot 13 DP 14701    
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Metrosideros excelsa Waikanae 
T29  Miro 

Prumnopitys 
ferruginea 

31 Karu Cres,  
Waikanae 

Lot 13 DP 14701    

T30  Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

1 Elizabeth St,  
Waikanae 

Lot 4 DP 74712    

T31  Kauri 
Agathis australis 

1 Elizabeth St,  
Waikanae 

Lot 4 DP 74712    

T32  Puriri 
Vitex lucens 

1 Elizabeth St,  
Waikanae 

Lot 4 DP 74712    

T34  Walnut tree 
Juglans regia 

Walnut Grove, 
Waikanae 
(Road Reserve) 

    

T36  Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

49 Kapanui Rd, 
Waikanae 

Lot 5 DP 60069    

T37  Nikau Palms 
Rhopalosylis sapida 

Lindale, Main Rd Nth, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 81548    

T38  Kohekohe Trees 
(clusters)  
Dysoxylum spectabile  
Nikau Palms  
Rhopalosylis sapida 

Lindale, Main Rd Nth, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 81548    

T39  Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 

16 Seaview Rd, 
Paraparaumu Beach 
(Road Reserve) 

    

T40  Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

Outside 208 Main Rd 
North, Paraparaumu, 
“Twelve Oaks” 

Road Reserve 
adjacent to Lot 1 DP 
34019 

   

T41  Cabbage tree 
Cordyline australis 
 

Te Rauparaha St, 
Otaki  

old Mission grounds 
(Pt Church Mission 
Grant  
ML 461) 

   

T42  Nikau Palm 
Rhopalosylis sapida 

21 Freemans Rd, 
Otaki 

Lot 1 DP 26701    
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T43  Pohutukawa 

Metrosideros excelsa 
 

96 Mill Rd, Otaki Secs 170, 172 Town of 
Otaki 

   

T44  Oaks, Elm & Ash trees 
Quercus (Oak), Ulmus 
procera (Elm), and 
Fraxinus excelsior 
(Elm) 

186 Mill Rd, Otaki 
(Maternity House) 
 (A LN No. 1510/330/1) 

Pt Sec 85 Blk IX 
Waitohu SD Pt Lot 1 
DP 9569 
 

   

T45  Rimu 
Dacrydium 
cupressinum 

262 Mill Rd, Otaki 
 

Lot 1 DP 64934    

T46  Kanuka 
Kunzea ericoides 
 

181 Waerenga Rd, 
Otaki 

Lot 1 DP 15602 CT 
578/43 

   

T47  Norfolk Island Pine 
Araucaria heterophylla 
 

Outside Memorial Hall, 
3 Pehi Kupa St, 
Waikanae 

Lot 7 DP 16038    

T48  Horizontal Elm 
Ulmus Campestris 
 

424B Te Moana Rd, 
Waikanae 
 

Pt Ngarara West  
A3A A3, A3B1 SO 
24197 

   

T50  7 Southern Mahogany 
Eucalyptus botryoides 
 

Ocean Rd, 
Paraparaumu Beach, 
Senior Citizen Hall 

Pt Lot 128 DP 9498    

T51  1 Kauri, 3 Limes, 2 
Plane Trees. 
Agathis australis 
(kauri) 
Tilia Platphyllous (lime) 
Planatus acerifolia 
(plane) 
 

453 Te Moana Rd, 
Waikanae 

Lot 2 DP 23098  Planted to remember Ernest 
Beaglehole.  
Mark entrance to Waikanae 
 

 

T52  9 Red Gum trees 
Eucalyptus ficifolia 

Tennis Court Rd 
Reserve, Raumati 

Lot 30 DP 9790  gives road special character  
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 Beach 
T54  2 Pohutukawas  

Metrosideros excelsia 
83 Rimu Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 2 DP 29633    

T55  2 Kohekohe trees 
Dysoxylum spectabile 

7 Maple Lane, 
Waikanae 

Lot 4 DP 67245    

T57  Totara, Oak,  Elms and 
other species 
Podocarpus  totara 
(totara); Quercus robur 
(oak); and Ulmus 
procera (elm) 

Cnr Seddon & Utauta 
Sts, Waikanae.  
Waikanae Primary 
School.   

Lots 18, 19, 23, Pt 22 
DP 1031 SO 14414 

 All large trees > 6 metres in 
height 
 

 

T58  Oak trees (3) 
Quercus robur 

Marine Gardens, 
Raumati Beach 

Lot 1 DP 16665    

T59  2 Kauri trees 
Agathis australis 

56 Tutanekai St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 9 DP 45399    

T60  3 Bluegum Eucalyptus 
globulus 
3 Red Gum Eucalyptus 
ficifolia 

“Crosswater”, 190 
Main Rd North, 
Paraparaumu  

Lot 2 DP 12276)  Next to DOC Reserve  

T61  Karaka tree  
Corynocarpus 
laevigatus 

62B Ngaio Rd, 
Waikanae 

Lots 1, 2 DP 80324  400 yrs old  

T62  Oak tree 
Quercus robur 
 

Cnr Main Rd Nth & 
Greenhill Road, 
Waikanae 

Lot 1 DP 41434  Planted 1920 
 

 

T63  Kauri tree 
Agathis australis 

44 Atkins Road, Otaki Lot 1 DP 64825  Planted 1937 (request of Mr P 
Atkins) 

 

T64  3 Oak trees 
Quercus robur 

266 Main Road North 
(SH1), Otaki 

Lot 2 DP 30732  Planted 1888 and 1915 request 
of owner 

 

T65  Mexican hand tree 
Chiranthodendron 
pentadactylon 

51 Leinster Avenue 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 22 DP 18884 CT 
876/20 

   

T66  Pin Oak  
Quercus palustris 

51 Leinster Avenue 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 22 DP 18884 CT 
876/20 
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T67  Kauri 
Agathis australis 

8 Matatua Road, 
Raumati Beach 

Lot 50 Blk III DP 2767 
CT 387/213 

   

T68  Lacebark 
Hoheria populnea 

21 Allen Road, 
Raumati Beach 

Lot 72 DP 14034    

T70  2 Willow 
Agonis flexuosa 
 

cnr Tainui & Matatua 
Road, Raumati Beach 
(Road Reserve) 

    

T72  Celery Pine 
Phyllocladus alpinus 

41 Rimu Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Pt Lot 2 DP 18750 CT 
D3/794 

   

T73  2 Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

85 Rimu Rd, 2 Fiesta 
Grove Paraparaumu 

Lot 4 DP 89796, 
Lot 1 DP29633 
 

   

T74  Copper Beech 
Fagus sylvatica  

Nyco Chocolate 
Factory, Raumati Road 

Lot 3 DP 72265    

T75  Black Beech 
Nothofagus solanderi 

54 Rimu Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 5 DP 27501 CT 
E4/631 

   

T77  Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

119 Arawhata Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 25 DP 57282 CT 
32D/651 

   

T78  2 Totara 
Podocarpus totara 

117 Arawhata Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 24 DP 57282 CT 
29D/632 

   

T79  1 Kauri Agathis 
australis (3m), Rimu 
(5m) Dacrydium 
cupressinum  
 

24 Ngarara Road, 
Waikanae 
 

Lot 2 DP 67444    

T80  Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

24 Domain Rd, Otaki Lot 1 DP 49555  1898 
 

 

T81  Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

114 Te Waka Rd, Te 
Horo 

Lot 1 DP 50574  1930 
 

 

T82  Illawarra Flame Tree 
Brachychiton 
Acerifolium 

114 Te Waka Road, 
Te Horo 

Lot 1 DP 50574    

T83  2 Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

On road reserve 
adjacent to 6 - 8 Kainui 

6 Kainui – Lot 40 DP 
10230 

 1930  
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Rd, Raumati 8 Kainui – Lot 39 DP 
10230 
 

T84  Horse Chestnut 
Aesculus 
hippocastanum 

6 McKay St, 
Paraparaumu Beach 

Lot 152 DP 10250    

T85  Kanuka  
Kunzea ericoides 
1920’s 

60 Renown Rd, 
Raumati South 

Lot 71 DP 5853    

T86  Mexican Hand Tree  
Chiranthodendron 
pentadactylon 

11 Hira Street, 
Waikanae 

Lot 1 DP 30364  1980, Notable (NTR)  

T87  Holly  
Ilex aquifolium  
 

Talisman Nursery 
135 Ringawhati Rd, 
Otaki 

Pt Awahohonu A3No5  NOTABLE (NTR) ID: 528  
335 

 

T88  2 Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

19a Wharemauku Rd, 
Raumati 

Lot 8 DP 9507    

T89  Rata Metrosideros 
robusta and  
Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 

190 State Highway 1,  
Paraparaumu North 

Lot 1 DP 82935    

T90  Cabbage Tree. 
Cordyline australis 

54 Makora Rd, 
Otaihanga 

Lot 1 DP 326900  NOTABLE (NTR) ID: 528, Reg. 
No: 355. 1840. Believed to 
have been used as one of 
several boundary markers for 
the early 19c. vegetable 
gardens. 

 

T91  Cabbage Tree 
Cordyline australis   

131 Rangiuru Rd, 
Otaki 

Lot 12 DP 35025  age 100+ years  

T92  Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

20 Tainui St, Raumati Lot 1 DP 7224  1890’s  

T93  Irish Yew  
Taxus baccata 
‘fastigiata’ 

38 Moana Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 29077    
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T94  Rata Metrosideros 
robusta 
Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 

124 Main Rd, 
Paraparaumu 

Pt Lot 2 DP 17790  Rata  – thought to be where Te 
Raupahara camped, early 
1800’s  
Pohutukawa - thought to be 
biggest in District, 100+ years 

 

T95  Oak Quercus robur  On road reserve 
adjacent to 90 Te 
Moana Road, 
Waikanae (known as 2 
Fairway Oaks) 

Lot 14 DP 348205  Is approximately 100 years old.  
 

 

T96  Rata  
Metrosideros robusta, 

331 Valley Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 17 DP 33688  150 plus years  

T97  Esplallied Pear Tree  
Pyrus communis, 

266 Main Road North, 
Otaki 

Lot 2 DP 30732  Planted 1911. ‘Esplallied’- to 
train a tree against a wall or 
frame. 

 

T98  Kauri ‘Millenium Tree” 
Agathis australis, 

Nikau Reserve, SH1 
North, Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 32725  planted Jan 1st 2000 over a 
time capsule 

 

T99  2 Oak Trees  
Quercus robur,. 

16 Tainui St, Raumati Lot 2 DP 7224  1920’s  

T100  Nolfolk Island Pine 
NOTABLE (NTR)  
ID: 461, Reg. No: 028.  
Araucaria heterophylla 
2 Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 
Maidenhair Tree Ginko 
Biloba 
2 Canary Island Date 
Palms Phoenix 
canariensis  
Nikau Palm 
Rhopalostylis sapida 
(SW of house)  
Kowhai  (NW of house) 

2 Atkins Road, Otaki 
 

Lot 1 DP 19820  Nolfolk Island Pine NOTABLE 
(NTR)  
ID: 461, Reg. No: 028.  
Area of native and exotic trees 
and vegetation up both sides of 
driveway and around house 
including Totara, Puriri, Oak, 
Cabbage Trees, Karaka, 
Kohekohe, Copper Beach, 
Norfolk Island Pine, Tulip trees. 
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Sophora microphylla 
 

T101  Rimu Tree  
Dacrydium 
cupressinum 

23 Dunstan St, Otaki Pt Lot 40 DP 633  1930’s  

T102  Macrocarpa Tree  
Cupressus 
macrocarpa. 

10 Hana Udy Place, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 389413  ‘Ferry Inn’ – Arapawaiti. Tree 
planted by Hana White Udy, in 
1890. 

 

T103  Oak 
Quercus robur 

10 Hinemoa Street, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 358342    

T104  Rata  
Metrosideros Robusta 

241 Mill Road, Otaki Lot 3 DP 21516    

T105  Macracapa 
Cupressus 
Macrocarpa 

El Rancho Christian 
Camp, Kauri Road 
Waikanae 

Sec 13 SO 407250  Planted on top of Maketu’s 
Grave 
 

 

T106  Puriri Vitex lucens 3B Iti Grove, Waikanae Lot 2 DP 316890    
T108  Kauri Agathis australis 

 
3 Kauri Rd, Waikanae Lot 41 DP 16850  Part of original Greenaway 

Homestead gardens. See B72 
 

T109  Kauri Agathis australis 
Rimu Dacrydium 
cupressinum 
 

6 Winara Ave, 
Waikanae 

Lot 4 DP 13147  Planted 1940’s  

T110  Pohutukawa  
Metrosideros excelsa 

32 Warrimoo St, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 45654    

T111  6 Kahikatea  
Dacrycarpus 
dacrydioides  

30 - 34 Greendale 
Drive, Otaihanga, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 20 DP 77906    

T112  Macrocarpa  
Cupressus 
Macrocarpa  
 

Between 64 & 68 The 
Esplanade, Raumati 
South 

Pt Lot 3 DP 11145 
Pt Lot 6 DP 11192 
 

   

T113  3 Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 
Oak Quercus Robur 

53A Wellington Road, 
Paekakariki 

FLAT 1 DP 62791 ½ 
INT 1475 BEING LOT 
47 BLK 1 DP 2009 
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T114  Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 

63 Waimea Rd, 
Waikanae  

LOT 26 DP 7203  Provides habitat to native bee 
populations. 

 

T115  Pohutukawa 
Metrosideros excelsa 
 

62 Smithfield Rd, 
Waikanae  

Lot 2 DP 330618    

T116  Kauri Agathus 
australus 

23 Ames St, 
Paekakariki  

LOT 11 DP 1703    

T117  Copper Beech Fagus 
sylvatica pupurea 

27 Ngatiawa Rd, 
Waikanae 

LOT 2 DP 77582    

T118  Macrocarpa 
Cupressus 
macrocarpa 

327-333 Manly St, 
Paraparaumu 

LOT 3 DP 334165  This Macrocarpa is planted in 
the family cemetery plot of 
Thomas Wilson (buried 1878) 
known as the Arapawaiti urupa.  

 

T119  Puriri Vitex lucens 3a Iti Gve, Waikanae LOT 1 DP 316890 - 
INT IN ESM 

   

T120  Karaka Cornocarpus 
laevigatus 

3 Iti Grve, Waikanae  LOT 2 DP 316890 - 
SUBJ TO ESM 

   

T121  Tulip Tree 
Lyndriodendron 
tulipifera  

236 SH1, 
Paraparaumu 

LOT 1 DP 76463  This Tulip tree is part of the 
‘forest garden’ area planted on 
the homestead of the Smith 
family (from Smith & Smith 
fame) in the 1930’s. 

 

T122  Oriental Beech Tree 
Fagus orientalis  
 

236 SH1, 
Paraparaumu 

LOT 1 DP 76463  This Beech was one of the 
earliest plantings on the Smith 
family homestead (from Smith & 
Smith fame) in the 1930’s. 

 

T123  Plant Collection  
 

135 Ringawhati Rd, 
Otaki  

PT TE AWAHOHONU 
A3 NO 5 BLK IX 
WAITOHU  SD 

 This plant collection includes 
over 1000 native species 
including many rare and 
endangered species.  The 
collection serves as a genetic 
bank for the survival of many of 
our endangered and at risk 
plants. NOTABLE (NTR) Reg 
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No 423 
T124  Kauri Agatha australis  

 
27 Kirk St, Otaki  Lot 3 DP 6422    

T125  Kauri Agatha australis 38 Te Roto Rd, Otaki Totaranui AB1B    
W003  Norfolk Pine Queen Elizabeth Park, 

Paekākāriki 
Pt B2 Wainui ML 3272, 
SO 22867 Sec 103 Blk 
II Paekākāriki SD SO 
33368 

 Planted circa 1830. Located in 
urupā. 

 

 
Historic Areas, including historic precincts and streets (and surroundings/setting, if applicable)  
District 
Plan ID 

NZHPT 
Register No. 

Name Address Legal Description GPS 
location 

Description/ 
Significance 

Contributory 
places 

NZHPT 
Category  

A14  Pukekaraka  
Conservation  
Area 

Convent Rd, 
Otaki  
 

Pukekaraka 5 ML 
401  
 

  Maori Burial 
Ground and old 
Marae Site; Hene 
and Roma 
Meeting Houses; 
Presbytery; St 
Mary's Church; 
Cemetery; 
Stations of the 
Cross; Crucifix; 
Otaki Meeting 
House; 
Monument 
(marking site of 
old church) 

 

A24  
 

7026 Paekākāriki Railway 
Station  and Yard 
Historic Area 

Paekakariki 
Railway Station  
(Railway land) 
Corner. North 
Island Main Trunk 
Line, State 
Highway 1 and 

Railway Land and 
Lot 11 DP 86286 
(CT WN54A/80), 
Wellington Land 
District. 

   
 

Goods shed (old 
rail-air shed), 2 
water vates, south 
end signal box, 
Paekakariki 
Railway Station 
The Historic Area 
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Beach Road and 
Tilley Road 

includes the 
Paekakariki 
Railway Station 
#4959; the 
Paekakariki 
Station Goods 
Shed #4961; the 
South End Signal 
Box #4706; the 
Paekakariki 
Railway Yard 
Water Vats 
#4705; and the 
North End Signal 
Box. 

 
Waahi tapu and Other Places and Areas of Significance to Iwi (and surroundings/setting, if applicable) (including tauranga waka, 
historic marae, maunga, awa, mahinga kai, pa, midden, Maori archaeological sites) 
 
District Plan 
ID 

Name Type  Legal Description Iwi  Key access and view points Group 

W1 
Takamore 
Cemetery Urupā Pt 424C Ngarara West ML 1491 Āti Awa  Group A 

W4 

Takamore 
Waahi Tapu 
Area  

Ngarara West A24C and A24B 
ML 1491, Lot 1 DP 23875 
Kaitawa SD ML 1491) Āti Awa  Group D 

WTS0014 Hinetua Taipū 
NGAKARORO 3B7A1, BLK VIII, 
WAITOHU SD Ngāti Raukawa 

Access from Hinetua to Swamp 
Rd and Katihiku marae; Views in 
all directions Group D 

WTS0024 Katihiku Marae Marae   Ngāti Raukawa   Group E 

WTS0024A Katihiku 1E Aituā   

Ngāti Raukawa  
(with 
associations to 
Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira)   Group D 

WTS0024C Katihiku Kāinga Kāinga   Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 
WTS0034 Makuratawhiti Urupā Lot 1 DP 40103; Block 2 Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

Last Amended 29 November 2012  - [10-48] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Historic Heritage 

(Wī Te 
Manewha) 

Makuratawhiti 1B1 BLOCK; 
Makuratawhiti 1G BLOCK; Lot 1 
DP 21862; HYDRO PARCEL 

WTS0055 
Te Pou o 
Mukukai Niu / Pou   Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0056 Mūtikotiko Puke & Urupā 

(1) APPORTIONMENT PT 
LOTS 1 7 DP 12156 LOT 7 
WITH ROW PART CHURCH 
MISSION GRANT PART 
PIRITAHA NO 4 (AREA = 
4.1590 HA)- BALANCE AT 
14861/130; (2) PART LOT 2 DP 
12156; (3) LOT 1 DP 18780. Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0070 Ōtaki Pā 
Pā (including 
Urupā) 

FERRY RESERVE BLK VIII 
WAITOHU SD 

Ngāti Raukawa  
(with 
associations to 
Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira)   Group D 

WTS0089A 
Pukehou 4B1 
Urupā Urupā 

PUKEHOU 4B1 BLK IX 
WAITOHU SD-CEMETERY 
RESERVE- Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

WTS0101 Pukekaraka Kāinga 
PUKEKARAKA No 5 Lot 1, PT 
Lot 2 DP 16604 Lot 1 DP 44700 Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0111 
Rangiuru Pā 
(north) Pā 

(1) ALL DP 5719; (2) SECS 22 
23 SO 33762 BLK VIII 
WAITOHU SD; (3) LOTS 5-11-
DP 3364 BLK VIII WAITOHU SD 
LOTS 6 7 & 8 SUBJ TO GAS 
PIPELINE EASEMENT Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0125A Tararua Kāinga Kāinga 

PT LOT 2 DP 7971 PTS 
PUKEHOU 5L2A 5L3B 5L7A 
MANUAO BLK WAITOHU SD Ngāti Raukawa 

Views and access to Tararua 
Urupā Group D 

WTS0125B Tararua Urupā Urupā 

PT LOT 2 DP 7971 PTS 
PUKEHOU 5L2A 5L3B 5L7A 
MANUAO BLK WAITOHU SD Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

WTS0127B Taumānuka 3F 
Tauranga Waka, 
Tauranga Ika,   Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 
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Mahinga Kai 

WTS0127C 
Taumānuka 3A 
Urupā Urupā 

(1)SECS 22 23 SO 33762 BLK 
VIII WAITOHU SD; (2) SEC 5 
PT SEC 18 BLK VIII WAITOHU 
SD - G A Z 84-4468- 
RATEABLE APPORTIONMENT 
292A/B Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

WTS0137 Makahuri Pā   Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0146A 

Te 
Rauparaha's 
Memorial & 
Jubilee 
Monument 

Pou, memorial 
stone, 
monument, 
statue 

GAZ 71-2297 MANGAPOURI 
MAORI RESERVE BLOCK IX 
WAITOHU SD CT 18B/570 Ngāti Raukawa 

Views and access to Rangiatea 
Church. Group D 

WTS0154 
Te Matenga o 
Te Tupe 

Taumata (site of 
death of a 
rangatira) 

Lot 1 DP 30291 BLK II KATAWA 
SD CT 7D/936 

Ngāti Raukawa 
(with respect of 
Āti Awa)   Group D 

WTS0178 
Waiorongomai 
Lake & Stream 

Roto, awa & 
kāinga   Ngāti Raukawa   Group D 

WTS0182A Waitawa Urupā Urupā 

(1) LOT 1 DP 347726; (2) LOT 2 
PT LOT 1 DP 9233 BLK VI 
WAITOHU SD; (3) PT DP 6184 
LOT 2 DP 6430 PT LOT 1 DP 
923 3 LOT 1 DP 13922 
PUKEHOU 4H6 4H7 PT WAIO 
RONGOMAI 7A TO 7F BLK. Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

WTS0183A 
Pukehou Urupā  
4C6 Urupā 

(1) LOT 1 DP 397 290 C/T 
387952; (2) MAORI LAND: 
PUKEHOU NO.4C SECTION 
NO.6 {Pukehou 4C6}; (3) LOT 3 
DP 397290 C/T 387954 Ngāti Raukawa   Group A 

WTS0193 

Arapawaiti 
Cemetery 
Reserve Urupā LOT 3 DP 334165 Āti Awa   Group A 

WTS0203 Kaitoenga Pā 

Pā, fortified pā, 
village, 
settlement and 
cultivation 

(1)LOTS 1-2 DP 29696; (2) GAZ 
94/3682 LOTS 1 4 5 DP 52594 
LOT 5 DP 71625 -SCIENTIFIC 
RESERVE- PT WAIKANAE Āti Awa   Group D 
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ground. RIVER - BAL AT 15270 59 
WTS0206 Kaiwarehou Pā   Āti Awa   Group D 

WTS0214A Maketū Urupā Urupā 
SEC 1 2 6- 17 SO 407250 C/T 
39D/372 Āti Awa   Group A 

WTS0216 Mataihuka Pā 

Pā (with 
kōiwi/burial 
site/s) SEC 11 SO 442373 Āti Awa   Group D 

WTS0316A 
Ruakohatū 
Urupā Urupā 

(1) SEC 41 TOWN OF PARATA 
(2) LOT 6 DP 74713 Āti Awa 

Access from Elizabeth Street and 
Pēhi Kupa Street between 
Whakarongotai Marae and 
Ruakohatu Marae Group A 

WTS0318 Taewapirau Pā & urupā 
Lot 5 DP 42411; LOT 6 DP 
42411; PART LOT 2 DP 47188 Āti Awa   Group B 

WTS0361 
Whakarongotai 
Marae Marae 

(1) PART NGARARA WEST 
A78A LOT 8 DP 44629 BLOCK 
9 KAITAWA SD MAORI 
RESERVE 4 MEETING PLACE 
(2) PART NGARARA WEST 
A78A LOT 8 DP 44629 BLOCK 
9 KAITAWA SD MAORI RES 4 
MEETING PLACE Āti Awa   Group E 

WTS0364 Whareroa Pā Pā & urupā 

PT LOT 15 DP 5751 SEC 99 PT 
SECS 2-3 BLK II PAEKAKARIKI 
SD-QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK-
BAL AT 15400/00100-
EASEMENTS DP 63124 

Āti Awa (with 
associations to 
Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia)   Group D 

WTS0364A 
Whareroa 
Kāinga Kāinga 

PT LOT 15 DP 5751 SEC 99 PT 
SECS 2-3 BLK II PAEKAKARIKI 
SD-QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK-
BAL AT 15400/00100-
EASEMENTS DP 63124 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia 
(with 
associations to 
Āti Awa)   Group D 

WTS0386A 
MacKay's 
Crossing Urupā Urupā 

LOT 2 DP 10816 LOT 2 
PAEKAKARIKI SD 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia   Group A 

WTS0418A 
South 
Paekākāriki 

Urupā & 
Parekura   

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira /   Group A 
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Parekura Ngāti Haumia 

WTS0419 Paripari Pā Pā   

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia 

views to the south, west and 
north, including towards Pukerua 
Bay, Paekākāriki and Kāpiti Island Group D 

WTS0501 

Rua Kumara 
(Paekākāriki 
Hill) Rua 

LOTS 1 3-4 DP 368307 LOT 2 
DP 5618 SEC 78 PT SEC 10 
WAINUI DIST BLKS III IV PAEK 
SD C/T 782/95 530/53 277518 
296/143 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia   Group D 

WTS0566 Tīpapa Pā/Kāinga 

PT LOT 15 DP 5751 SEC 99 PT 
SECS 2-3 BLK II PAEKAKARIKI 
SD-QUEEN 
ELIZABETH PARK- BAL AT 
15400/00100-EASEMENTS DP 
63124 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Haumia 
(with 
associations to 
Ati Awa)   Group D 

WTS0577A
A 

Paekākāriki 
Urupā Urupā 

(1) SEC 1 SO 20671 - SCENIC 
RESERVE; (2) SEC 10 BLK III 
PAEK SD - SO 20586; (3) SH1 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia 

views and access  to Kāpiti and 
towards Pukerua Bay. Group A 

WTS0578 Wainui Pā Pā 

PT LOT 15 DP 5751 SEC 99 PT 
SECS 2-3 BLK II PAEKAKARIKI 
SD-QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK-
BAL AT 15400/00100-
EASEMENTS DP 63124 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia views and access to Kāpiti Island. Group D 

WTS0578C Wainui Urupā Urupā 

(1) PT LOT 15 DP 5751 SEC 99 
PT SECS 2-3 BLK II 
PAEKAKARIKI SD_QUEEN 
ELIZABETH PARK - BAL AT 
15400/00100-EASEMENTS DP 
63124; (2) SEC 103 PT WAINUI 
B@ BLK II PAEK SD MAORI 
BURIAL GROUND - GAZ 85/36 

Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira / 
Ngāti Haumia   Group A 

WTS0587 
Whareroa 2C 
Urupā Urupā 

PT WHAREROA 2C BLK II 
PAEKAKARIKI SD CT 169/67 Āti Awa   Group A 
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Schedule 10.2 – Accidental Discovery Protocol 
 
The Accidental Discovery Protocol shall be be followed for any accidental discovery of an 
archaeological site, waahi tapu or other cultural site.  
 
Should an archaeological site, waahi tapu of other cultural site be unearthed during land 
disturbance or earthworks the contractor and/or owner shall:- 

(i) immediately cease operations; 
(ii) inform the relevant iwi authority; 
(iii) inform the New Zealand Historic Places Trust and apply for the appropriate 

authority, if required; 
(iv) take appropriate action, after discussion with the New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust, Council and relevant iwi authority to remedy damage and/or restore the 
site. 

 
Note: Work affecting archaeological sites is subject to a consenting process under the Historic 
Places Act 1993. An authority (consent) from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust must be 
obtained for the work prior to commencement. It is an offence to modify, damage or destroy a site 
for any purpose without an authority. The Historic Places Act 1993 contains penalties for 
unauthorised site damage. Contact the New Zealand Historic Places Trust for further information. 
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Schedule 10.3 - Standard Tree Evaluation Method 
 
The Standard Tree Evaluation Method is used for the evaluation of individual tree 
specimens.  
 
Factors: 
The method employs a multi-criteria approach to the evaluation of trees.  The following 
factors are assessed using the Standard Tree Evaluation Method: 
 
Condition (Health) 
 Form (botanical assessment) 
 Occurrence of the species (within the local district boundary) 
 Vigour and Vitality (assessment of the health of the tree) 
 Function (usefulness, e.g bears fruit, wind / noise break etc.) 
 Age  

 
Amenity (Community Benefit) 
 Stature (height or width) 
 Visibility of the tree (the furthest distance from which a tree can be seen) 
 Proximity of other trees (solitary or part of a group) 
 Role in setting (‘How would a scene look without the tree?’) 
 Climatic influence (effect of the tree on the surrounding microclimate) 
 
Notability (Distinction) 
 Stature 
 Feature (exceptionally large proportions or special visual interest) 
 Form (outstanding example of species) 
 
Historic 
 Age (authoritative and well documented age of over 50 years) 
 Association (with a major event, person or revered for cultural significance) 
 Commemoration (planted to commemorate an occasion)  
 Remnant (of native forest or exotic tree plantations, flora and fauna) 

 Relict (existing in an environment which has changed from that which is typical) 
 
Scientific 
 Source (exceptional species qualities or generic derivation) 
 Rarity (authenticated scientific documentary evidence of their rarity) 
 Endangered (threatened under criteria developed by the IUCN International Union of 

the Conservation of Nature) 
 
Evaluation: 
Points scored under each of the factors are recorded on the form in the right hand column 
and totalled at the bottom. Only the point option scores set out may be used.  For 
example, the condition evaluation is shown below: 
 
Points 3 9 15 21 27 Score 
Occurrence  Predominant Common Infrequent Rare Very Rare Specimen 
Form  Poor Moderate Good Very good Very Rare Specimen 
Vigour & Vitality  Poor Some Good Very good Excellent 
Function  Minor Useful Important Significant Major 
Age (yrs)  10yrs + 20yrs+ 40yrs+ 80yrs+ 100yrs+ 
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This system uses a starting figure of 3 points minimum increaing to a 30 point maximum. 
Perfection in an organic object, such as a tree would be unnatural, therefore the maximum 
point awarded would be 27, or 90% 
 
Points  3 9 15 21 27  30 

As fractions  3/30 9/30 15/30 21/30 27/30  30/30 

As percentages 10% 30% 50% 70% 90% 100% 
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11 INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND 
ASSOCIATED RESOURCE USE 

The infrastructure, services and associated resource use chapter contains: 

 Section 11.3 General Infrastructure, Service and Associated Resource Use 
Policies; 

 Section 11.4 Network Utility Policies associated with electricity transmission 
and distribution, energy, radio and telecommunications; 

 Section 11.5 Network Utility Policies associated with water supply, sanitation,  
and stormwater; 

 Rules and Standards table for all network utility infrastructure, except roads, 
renewable energy generation and community facilities; 

 Section 11.7 Renewable Energy Generation Policies, followed be Rules and 
Standards table 

 Section 11.6 Access/Transport Policies, followed by Rules and Standards 
table;  

 Section 11.7 Community Facilities, following by Rule and Standards table; 

 Section 11.8 Designations; and 

 Schedule 11.1 Designations.   

 

The primary objectives (set out in Chapter 2) that this chapter implements are 
Objectives 2.13 – Infrastructure and Services; 2.14 – Access and Transport; 
and 2.20 – Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Conservation.  The 
following objectives are also relevant to this chapter: 

 

2.1 – Tangata whenua  
2.2 – Ecology and Biodiversity 
2.3 – Development Management 
2.4 – Coastal Environment 
2.5 – Natural Hazards 
2.8 – Strong Communities 
2.9 – Landscapes 
2.11– Character and amenity 
2.16 – Economic Vitality 
2.15 – Incentives  
2.17 – Centres 

 2.18 – Open Space / Active Communities 
2.19 – Urban Design 

 

11.1 Introduction 

 
The infrastructure, services and associated resource use chapter of the District Plan 
is developed within the following framework: 

 giving effect to national policy statements, national environmental standards 
and Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region; 
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 the benefits of, and any logistical / technical constraints on, the provision and 
upgrades of Infrastructure associated with public health, energy, urban 
settlement, communication and movement/travel must be taken into account 
in decision making, provided infrastructure systems and any consumption of 
associated resources are designed to a level which maintains ecosystem 
health and processes; 

 efficient use of existing infrastructure investment is a priority when 
considering the expansion, location and introduction of new infrastructure 
development, and in avoiding reserve sensitivity conflict; 

 infrastructure design which addresses environmental effects and energy use, 
coupled with a compact urban form framework, is an essential aspect of the 
sustainable management of resources; 

 minimisation of the import and export of resources, services, contaminants, 
waste and energy to or from a catchment which would be carried by 
infrastructure systems is also an essential part of the sustainable 
management of resource as well as ensuring a community’s resilience; and 

 infrastructure design, in particular roading systems, which avoids adverse 
safety effects (e.g. implements Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design strategies) and encourages connections between communities and 
households, is essential to maintaining social wellbeing, health and 
community safety. 

 
The National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 (NPSET) and the 
National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation 2011 (NPSREG) are 
also relevant to this Chapter.  The NPSET reinforces the national significance of the 
electricity transmission network and its continued operation, maintenance, 
development and upgrading.  The NPSET requires decision makers to recognise and 
provide for the national, regional and local benefits of sustainable, secure and 
efficient electricity transmission.  The NPSREG reinforces the national significance of 
renewable energy and its development, maintenance and upgrading.  Decision 
makers are required to recognise and provide for renewable electricity generation 
activities as appropriate within the District. 
 
There are also National Environmental Standards for Telecommunications, Electricity 
Transmission and Sources of Human Drinking Water.  These National Environmental 
Standards are outlined in the ‘Utilities Infrastructure Rules and Standards’ section of 
this Chapter. The Standards are available at: http://www.mfe.govt.nz and at Kāpiti 
Coast District Council Offices.  Under the RMA, a District Plan cannot duplicate the 
provisions of an NES, thus the provisions of the NES have not been included.  
However, the Council is responsible for enforcing these standards. 
 
The Council will always have a leadership role in the delivery of essential services in 
Kāpiti but individuals, developers and other public organisations also play important 
roles in the provision, development and maintenance of infrastructure.  
 
Although the policies set out in this chapter are the primary means by which all 
stakeholders are to implement the relevant objectives, the relevant policies and 
methods for the zone in which the facility is located also require consideration and 
assessment.  The rules in this section take precedence if there is overlap between 
the rules in this section and those elsewhere in the Plan. 
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11.1.2  Infrastructure and Services Rules and Standards 

 
Summary of Infrastructure and Services rules and Standards 
Note: the following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the 
District Plan. Refer to specified rules and standards for detailed requirements. 
 
Key: Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Discretionary 
(restricted), D to Discretionary Activities (Unrestricted), NC to Non Complying and Pr 
to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Activity Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Network utilities        
Operation, maintenance, repair , and upgrading or removal of a 
network utility, which meets standards 

       

Operation, maintenance, repair or removal of a network utility, 
which do not comply with the permitted activity  standards  

       

Network utilities attached to or in a building complying with the 
permitted activity standards 

       

Network utilities attached to or in a building not complying with 
the permitted activity standards 

       

Subdivision for network utility purposes meeting standards        

Subdivision for network utility purposes not meeting standards        

Cabinets within the road reserve that adjoin any heritage area, 
outstanding natural landscape, ecological area or waahi tapu 
site 

       

Network utilities in the ponding flood hazard zone        

Subdivision within 32 metres of high voltage transmission lines 
or within 10 metres of high pressure gas pipelines 

       

Cabinets located outside the road reserve         

Underground gas transmission pipelines at a pressure of 
2000kPa or greater 

       

Transformers, substations and switching stations        

New or additional electricity transmission lines        

Network utilities on a site containing a heritage item        

Buildings within 20 metres of high voltage transmission lines or 
within 10 metres of high pressure gas transmission pipelines 

       

Network utilities in Outstanding Natural Landscapes, Ecological 
Sites, waahi tapu sites, or sites containing a heritage building. 

       

Network utilities in a Fault rupture zone, CHMA, river corridor or 
overflow path. 

       

Household units where potable public water supply is available 
-  meet standard for water demand management 

       

Household units where potable public water supply is available 
– alternative water demand management proposed 

       

New and relocated dwellings where potable public water supply 
is available – no provision for water demand management  

       

Dwellings in the rural zone subject to potable water supply 
standards 
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Subdivision – meet provision of infrastructure standards        

Subdivision – do not meet provision of infrastructure standards        

Activity Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Renewable Energy        
Solar panels and domestic wind turbines meeting standards        
Solar panels and domestic wind turbines not complying with 
standards 

       

Wind monitoring masts meeting standards        
Wind monitoring masts not meeting one or more permitted 
activity standards 

       

Land based structures that support in-stream hydro meeting 
standards 

       

Community scale renewable electricity generation meeting 
standards  

       

Community scale renewable electricity generation not meeting 
the RD activity standards 

       

Wind energy facilities in the Rural Zone meeting standards        
Wind energy facilities in an Outstanding Natural Landscape or 
Ecological Site 

       

Any electricity generation activity not listed as non-complying or 
prohibited and all activities which do not comply with one or 
more of the permitted activity or controlled activity standards 

       

Masts and windmills associated with domestic or community 
scale wind generation activities over 13 metres in height in 
outstanding natural landscapes. 

       

Activity Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
        
Access and Transport        
Any activity that meets the standards        
Any activity that does not meet the access and transport 
standards 

       

Development that meets transportation noise (including airport 
noise) standards 

       

Development that does not meet transportation noise (including 
airport noise) standards 

       

Subdivision that meets transportation noise (including airport 
noise) standards  

       

Subdivision that does not meet transportation noise (including 
airport noise) standards  

       

Subdivision that meets access all required standards         
Subdivision that does not meet all infrastructure standards        
New roads which meet standards        
New roads which do not meet standards        
Temporary events which meet standards        
Temporary events which do not meet standards        
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11.2   General Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
Policies 

Policy 11.1 – Recognition  Ref. 

Objective 
2.13 

Objective 
2.18 

The national, regional or local importance and benefits of sustainable, 
secure and efficient provision of the following infrastructure will be 
recognised: 

a) facilities for the generation of electricity; 

b) activities, buildings, structures, lines and masts associated with 
electricity distribution and transmission networks to and throughout 
the National Grid, local electricity distribution and transmission 
networks,  or connections between local community suppliers  and 
the electricity distribution and transmissions networks; 

c) pipelines and gas facilities used for the transmission and distribution 
of natural and manufactured gas; 

d) road and rail networks as mapped in the Regional Land Transport 
Strategy and Council’s transport hierarchy in the District Plan, 
provided these networks have been developed within a sustainable 
management framework; 

e) telecommunication and radio communication facilities, provided their 
provision minimises adverse effects; 

f) public or community infrastructure associated with water supply, 
sanitation and waste facilities, and drainage, provided these services 
are developed within a water conservation framework and minimise 
environmental impacts; 

g) the network of ‘green’ infrastructure associated with visual amenity, 
recreation, fisheries, aquatic and riparian habitat, water supply,  
stormwater detention and attenuation, drainage, and the movement 
of migrating birds and fish, boats, walkers, cyclists and equestrians. 

 

 
Explanation 
Infrastructure plays a key role locally, regionally and nationally. It forms an essential 
part of the efficient functioning of the District and its maintenance and development 
contributes to the health, safety and well-being of residents. The national, regional or 
local benefit of having a sustainable, secure and efficient utility network must be 
recognised and provided for. 
 
Refer to policy 1 of the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission, 2008, 
for guidance on the benefits of a sustainable, secure and efficient National Grid, and 
policy A of the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation, 2011 
for guidance on the benefits of renewable electricity generation activities. 
 
Network utility operators are required to comply with their act of parliament.   
 
Infrastructure enables communities to undertake everyday activities and functions 
and provides essential services to people’s homes and businesses, such as water, 
transport means, electricity, gas and telecommunications.  
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Some infrastructure is required to manage the adverse effects of other activities (e.g. 
the public health hazards from inappropriate water supply and waste disposal).  The 
hidden nature of this infrastructure may undermine the community’s ability to 
understand and appreciate the natural components of these systems.   
 
‘Green’ infrastructure is the District’s life support system – a network of natural and 
man made environmental components consisting of the District’s green and blue 
spaces. It has its own physical components.  These include: street trees; open 
spaces, parks and reserves, and outdoor sports facilities; lakes, ponds, waterways, 
and wetlands; private gardens, community gardens, and agricultural land; rain 
gardens, swales, infiltration and attenuation facilities; cemeteries; and coastal habitat. 
The natural components function as landscape and ecosystem, providing services to 
humanity through sustaining natural processes to yield multiple social, economic and 
environmental benefits.  Policy 8.6 from the Open Space chapter builds on this policy 
in recognising the intrinsic values of the District’s open spaces. 
 
It is important that the net benefits derived from the above services and facilities be 
recognised in this plan.  Net benefit analysis brings natural resource management 
together with the reality of decision-making by providing the basis for comparing and 
prioritising management options.  Net benefits are the gains in environmental or other 
ecological properties, reduced natural resource demand, or increased resilience or 
security of supply, minus the environmental injuries caused by those actions. 
 
The policy provides for the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region 
policies 6, 7 and 38. 
 

Policy 11.2 – Reverse sensitivity Ref. 

Subdivision, land use and development will avoid, as far as reasonably 
practicable, any adverse effects on infrastructure by ensuring that: 

a) current and future infrastructure corridors are identified and 
considered in all resource management decision-making;  

b) change to existing activities does not increase their incompatibility 
with existing infrastructure;  

c) safe separation distance are maintained when establishing rules and 
considering applications for subdivision, buildings, structures and 
other activities near overhead electric lines and conductors, e.g. 
giving effect to the National Policy Statement for Electricity 
Transmission; 

d) safe separation distances are maintained when establishing rules 
and considering applications for subdivision, buildings, structures 
and other activities near transmission gas pipelines;  

e) safe separation distances are maintained when establishing rules 
and considering applications near telecommunications facilities; 

f) any planting does not prevent the operation of existing 
infrastructure;  

g) all parties are aware of constraints under other regulations, including 
the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003, Section 6.4.4 
External Interference Prevention of NZS/AS 2885 Pipelines – Gas and 
Liquid Petroleum, NZS 5258:2993 Gas Distribution Network, New 

Objective 
2.13 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-6] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-7] - Notified 29 November 2012 

Zealand Code of Practice for Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP 
34:2001). 

 
Explanation 
Subdivision and development in the vicinity of infrastructure can lead to reverse 
sensitivity effects that have the potential to affect the efficient and effective operation 
of infrastructure.  An example of reverse sensitivity could be where the continued use 
or expansion of a transmission line in the rural zone is threatened when rural 
residential development is allowed too close to the transmission lines. The presence 
of that rural residential development can mean the continuation or upgrading to meet 
future demand of the transmission line is constrained because of the actual or 
perceived health, safety and operation risks to the rural residential development. 
 

A corridor management approach has been adopted to manage development both in 
the immediate proximity of and adjacent to high voltage transmission lines and high 
pressure gas lines – see policy 11.13 for details.  The policy provides for the National 
Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission, 2008, policy 10.  

 

Policy 11.3 – Protecting the mauri of natural systems Ref. 

Natural systems are recognised as taonga and will be protected from any 
adverse environmental effects arising from the establishment, operation, 
maintenance and upgrading of infrastructure that affect the mauri of these 
systems in accordance with local tikanga. 

Objective 
2.1 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Natural resources, such as the availability and quality of water, energy efficiency, the 
health of forests, rivers and streams, are all important areas of consideration when 
thinking about public infrastructure as its provision has the potential to affect the 
mauri of natural systems.  Mauri is the energy than binds and animates all things in 
the physical world.  When the Mauri is strong, fauna and flora flourish.  When it is 
depleted and weak to those forms of life, they become sickly and weak1.  Kaitiakanga 
resists the exploitation, denudation, degeneration and pollution of the environment 
and its resources beyond the point of no return where the latent pro-life processes 
within the biological functions and ecosystems collapse2.  Tikanga is the code upon 
which kaitiakitanga is founded3.  Development and economic imperatives do not 
override the need to protect biodiversity and the healthy functioning of natural 
systems, which are an integral part of the built environment.  
  
The policy provides for the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region 
policies 48. 
 
 
 

                                                
1 Royal, T.A.C. (Ed.)., 2003, The Woven Universe – Selected Writings of Rev. Māori Marsden.  
Masterton: The Estate of Rev. Māori Marsden, p. 70. 
2 Royal, T.A.C. (Ed.)., 2003, The Woven Universe – Selected Writings of Rev. Māori Marsden.  
Masterton: The Estate of Rev. Māori Marsden, p. 50 
3 Te Haerenga Whakamua, A review of the District Plan Provisions for Māori: A vision to the future 
(2012) 
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Policy 11.4 – Managing Adverse Effects Ref. 

Any adverse environmental effects arising from the establishment, 
operation, maintenance and upgrading of infrastructure will be managed by:  

a) ensuring infrastructure design is driven by an efficient resource use 
framework thus reducing natural resource demand; 

b) ensuring adverse effects are minimised through route, site and 
method selection; 

c) minimising the effects of infrastructure on the amenity values of the 
surrounding area and areas of high natural character, in particular 
visual effects with respect to scale, and the sensitivity of the 
environment in which they are located; 

d) considering all water bodies to be valued assets and protecting the 
mauri of fresh and coastal water resources; 

e) ensuring opportunities to enhance indigenous biodiversity as part of 
infrastructure design are identified and implemented; 

f) requiring adaptive management measures (including monitoring and 
remediation) where uncertainty may exist around impacts over time; 

g) requiring offsetting measures or environmental compensation 
(including measures or compensation which benefit the local 
environment and community affected) where a ‘residual effect’ 
cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated; 

h) ensuring the above considerations are provided to accomplish best 
practice at the time of application and construction.   

Objective 
2.13 

Objective 
2.9 

 
Explanation 
The establishment, operation, maintenance and upgrading of infrastructure can 
adversely affect the amenity of areas of the District as a result of noise, visual effects, 
and emissions for example. In particular, some infrastructure is relatively large, 
visually prominent and capable of generating significant adverse effects on the 
environment. They may also have potential impacts on public health and safety. 
Adverse effects may only occur at the time of construction, but in some cases may 
continue throughout its operation or during maintenance and upgrading works. In 
some cases, given the underlying technical and operational constraints and 
requirements associated with some network utilities, it might not be entirely possible 
to avoid, remedy or mitigate all adverse effects associated with the establishment, 
operation, maintenance or upgrading of infrastructure.  There may be some level of 
adverse effect on the surrounding environment. 
 
The practical constraints associated with the provision of some types of infrastructure 
can limit their ability to minimise (i.e. avoid, remedy or mitigate) adverse effects.  For 
example, often activities are restricted to a finite number of locations due to resource 
or network dependency (i.e. renewable energy generation, telecommunications), or 
proximity to supporting infrastructure (i.e. existing road network, access to 
local/national transmission and distribution infrastructure). In these situations where 
the adverse effects are unknown or a ‘residual effect’ cannot be avoided, remedied or 
mitigated, it is acknowledged that adaptive management, offsetting, environmental 
compensation or some other form of mitigation may be appropriate in accordance 
with best practice.  The choice of mechanism is at Council’s discretion.   
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The policy provides for National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission, 2008, 
policies 4 and 7, the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation, 
2011, policies C1 and C2, and the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington 
region policy 48. 

Policy 11.5 – Infrastructure in road corridors Ref. 

Where operational constraints allow, the use of roads as infrastructure 
corridors will be encouraged. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
The District’s road corridors have multiple functions. As well as being the area where 
roads are built, they are corridors for a range of infrastructure types both above 
ground and below ground, for example, overhead lines for electricity and 
underground pipes for water. The use of the road corridor for the location of 
infrastructure can help to minimise the adverse effects of infrastructure on amenity 
and landscape values. It is appropriate that the location of infrastructure continues to 
occur in the road corridor. However, the effects of these activities require some 
management to ensure conflicts with the primary function of the road corridor and 
with each other are avoided. 
 
Utility operators planning work on or near the road (a carriageway, footpath or 
roadside area) must comply with their act of parliament, the National Code of 
Practice for Utility Operator’s Access to Transport Corridors and the Council’s Local 
Conditions document.  
 
 

Policy 11.6 – Infrastructure across local authority boundaries Ref. 

As much consistency across local authority boundaries as is reasonably 
practicable, will be achieved with respect to policy and plan provisions and 
decision-making for existing and future infrastructure. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
Cross boundary issues commonly arise in instances where an activity or 
development results in environmental effects that cross local authority boundaries, 
where activities or development require the use of natural and physical resources 
that cross local authority boundaries, or where an activity establishes on or near a 
local authority boundary. The provision of infrastructure that crosses local authority 
boundaries is one such instance where an integrated approach is required by 
neighbouring authorities. It is important to have a procedure in place for dealing with 
the provision of infrastructure that crosses local authority boundaries in an integrated 
way with neighbouring councils and the regional council. This procedure is set out in 
Chapter 1 of this Plan. 
 
 

Policy 11.7 - Infrastructure and Growth Management Ref. 

Subdivision, use and development of land for urban growth and 
intensification  will be focussed on certain areas (i.e. in existing urban 
areas)  

Objective 
2.3 

Objective 
2.13 
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Subdivision, use and development will be avoided in areas where it:   

a) is unable to be efficiently integrated with existing infrastructure, or be 
serviced by new infrastructure in an efficient and cost-effective 
manner; 

b) does not promote the efficient end use of energy, including energy 
use associated with private vehicular transport, and efficient use of 
water; 

c) does not align with Council’s infrastructure asset management 
planning; 

d) would lead to inefficient or unduly high operation and maintenance 
costs for public infrastructure; 

e) is unable to make the most efficient use of the transport network;  

f) would lead to further growth pressures and demand for infrastructure 
investment ahead of the community’s ability to fund or desired 
funding programme. 

Objective 
2.14 

Objective 
2.20 

 
Explanation 
 
Integrating land use development with the provision of necessary infrastructure, 
including transport, water, and energy related infrastructure, is vital to achieve an 
efficient and consolidated urban form to achieve good design outcomes and features, 
to increase community health and resilience, and to provide for social and economic 
well-being. However, developments which are isolated from existing infrastructure or 
which require new servicing that is costly to establish, operate and maintain can 
compromise these outcomes and result in both short and long term adverse effects 
for the community.  
 
Examples of poorly integrated development include gated communities, and other 
developments which unduly hinder permeability and connectivity through them. 
Another example is of developments which ‘leapfrog’ areas which can be more 
efficiently serviced, and developments which rely on private motor vehicle transport 
as the only means of access. Developments should also be developed in locations 
and at a rate that recognises the efficient and safe operation of infrastructure and 
network utilities, including the National Grid, and supports the transport network, 
including major roads, rail corridors and the District’s network of cycleways, 
walkways and bridleways. 
 
Over time, new development will result in improved connectivity across the District 
which will enhance economic, environmental and social outcomes. 
 

The policy works in conjunction with policy 11.8.  Policy 11.8 provides a mechanism 
for development to proceed which requires additional or earlier community 
investment in infrastructure - provided the works are not inconsistent with any Asset 
Management Plans or the Long Term Plan. 
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Policy 11.8 – Development Staging  Ref. 

Where subdivision or development is proposed that requires additional or 
earlier community investment in infrastructure the Council  will either: 

a) require the staging of the proposal to fit with existing capacity 
through any consent application process; or 

b) provide the opportunity for the ‘forward’ purchasing of the entire 
infrastructure upgrade works by a developer, provided that: 

i. those works do not trigger additional community investment 
demands,  

ii. those works are not inconsistent with the Kāpiti Coast District 
Council Asset Management Plan, and  

iii. all other issues, requirements and conditions set under the 
Resource Management Act and this Plan are fully satisfied. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
 
Explanation  
Integrating development with infrastructure provision is vital to achieve an efficient 
and consolidated urban form.  In the situation, where subdivision or development 
proceeds that requires additional or earlier community investment that was proposed 
in Council Long Term Plan, the Developer would fund all costs associated with the 
needed upgrade (both public and private), irrespective of whether the effects of the 
development contributed to only a portion of the needed upgrade in capacity or 
performance.  The developer would recoup that portion not attributed to the 
development impacts at the time scheduled in the Long Term Plan for rates funded 
investment. 
 
The policy works in conjunction with policy 11.7 to provide a mechanism for 
development to proceed ahead of community investment in infrastructure where it 
maintains the consolidated urban form. 
 

Policy 11.9 – Proximity to Planning Features Ref. 

New network infrastructure will be managed to avoid areas of hazard risk 
and adverse effects on sensitive natural features and historic heritage 
features in the following areas as identified on District Plan maps: 

a) well defined fault avoidance area 

b) well defined extension fault avoidance area 

c) open space (conservation and scenic) zone 

d) coastal hazards management areas  

e) river corridor, stream corridor and overflow path 

f) open space (conservation and scenic) zone 

g) an outstanding natural landscape 

h) an ecological site 

i) historic heritage item identified in schedule 10.1 - historic heritage  

Objective 
2.2 

Objective 
2.5 

Objective 
2.7 

Objective 
2.9 

Objective 
2.13 
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Explanation  
 
Society depends heavily on the proper functioning of infrastructure systems such as 
electric power, potable water, and transportation networks.  Because of the network 
properties of infrastructure, damage in one location can disrupt service in an 
extensive geographic area.  Council has adopted a precautionary and risk based 
approach to hazard management.  The approach includes avoiding development in 
areas subject to high risk from hazards, particularly if the risk can not be removed 
though mitigation or specific design. 
 
Infrastructure located on an outstanding natural landscape, ecological site or historic 
heritage can compromise the values associated with these features. 
The policy provides for the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission, 
2008, policy 8, and Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region policy 28. 
. 
 

Policy 11.10 – Quality of Infrastructure Design and Services Ref. 

Development and subdivision, and the provision of associated 
infrastructure will be undertaken in accordance with the Kāpiti Coast District 
Council Subdivision and Development Principles and Requirements, 2012. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation  
Subdivision and development should not be treated solely as an engineering 
exercise involving the creation of street and lot patterns to overlay onto the 
environment. Subdivision patterns and location of development have a major impact 
on the efficiency and acceptable effects of infrastructure systems. 
 
Approaches that involve subdivision and land development designed in response to 
the environmental features of a site are those which will most likely result in the 
sustainable management of resources.  The Kāpiti Coast District Council Subdivision 
and Development Principles and Requirements provide a framework for 
infrastructure development to achieve best practice subdivision and development 
design and will be regularly reviewed to ensure it continues to reflect best practice.  It 
adopts the New Zealand Standard NZS 4404:2010 as the base document with 
Schedules that provide specific design information and any Council requirements that 
may differ from those in NZS 4404.  Implementation is enhanced through reference 
to the innovative design handbook SNZHB 44:2001 Subdivision for People and the 
Environment and the Council’s suite of design guidelines.  
 
Both traditional and non-traditional subdivision and development design are provided 
for to allow landowners to choose the best option for the development of their land. 
Innovative best practice, however, will be encouraged to ensure that the design of 
buildings and infrastructure is in keeping with the Kāpiti Coast character, and that 
there are opportunities for innovative design of subdivisions, housing and 
infrastructure as the District becomes known for best practice in subdivision design. 
This will in time lead to a greater acknowledgement of the economic benefits of good 
design and good quality urban environments which will benefit the District. 
 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-12] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
 

Policy 11.11 – Efficient Resource Use Ref. 

Subdivision and development, including associated infrastructure, will be 
encouraged to utilise the following resource efficiency and conservation 
measures, as well as renewable energy generation: 

a) solar access and orientation to maximise solar gain to buildings; 
b) access connections which maximise energy efficiency of vehicle 

movements; 
c) clean technologies such as: 

a. solar panelling; 
b. domestic scale wind turbines; 
c. energy efficient new buildings and alterations to existing 

buildings; 
d) the use of energy efficient materials; 
e) provision for the harvesting of rainwater and/or re-use of greywater 

for non-potable purposes;  
f) carbon accounting and emission reduction; 
g) adherence to the principles of cleaner production and the waste 

management hierarchy through waste avoidance, recycling of 
materials and reduction of waste disposed of;  and 

h) other types of small and community scale distributed electricity 
generators. 

Objective 
2.10 
Objective 
2.13 
Objective 
2.20 

 

 
Explanation  
The Council has a role to play in ensuring that its own policies and actions are not 
providing obstacles to improving infrastructure and associated resource use 
efficiency and reducing waste.  This can be achieved by promoting the use of 
conservation principles in the design, location and operation of development and 
infrastructure.   
 
Subdivision and land use patterns can increase opportunities for energy efficiency, 
conservation and renewable energy generation (particularly on the domestic or 
community scale). Appropriately oriented sections enable new homes and other 
buildings to be designed to take advantage of the sun resulting in warmer, dryer 
homes and buildings that are less expensive to heat.  Other measures such as using 
energy efficient building material and small scale renewable electricity devices can 
play a major role in increasing energy efficiency and conservation. Subdivision and 
development should be designed so that buildings can utilise energy efficiency and 
conservation measures.  Reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions (particularly carbon dioxide) is the most effective way of combating climate 
change.  
 
The policy provides for National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Generation 
policies E1, E2, E3 and F, and the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington 
region policies 10 and 65. 
 
The waste hierarchy (reduce, re-use, recycle, recover, treat and dispose) in the New 
Zealand Waste Strategy (2010) is based on the concept that, in order to utilise 
resources more efficiently, the amount of waste generated needs to be reduced.  The 
most effective way to reduce waste is to not create it in the first place.  By reducing 
and re-using, consumers and industry can save natural resources and reduce waste 
management costs.  While re-use and recycling are important, they only represent a 
fraction of all the opportunities available to conserve resources.   
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The challenge is to conserve valuable resources and energy by managing materials, 
and their associated environmental impacts, more efficiently.  By focusing on the 
higher elements of the hierarchy, the following can be achieved over an activity’s 
entire life cycle: 

 prevent pollution and promote recycling and re-use; 
 improved management of hazardous substances; and 
 conservation of energy, water and materials 
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11.3 NETWORK UTILITIES -  electricity transmission and 
distribution, energy, radio and telecommunications  

 

11.3.1 Introduction 

Network utility infrastructure is vital to the efficient function of activities throughout the 
District and to the functioning and environmental sustainability of the communities of 
the District as a whole. While the provision of efficient and effective network utilities is 
important to the general wellbeing of people in the District, their construction and 
operation can give rise to adverse environmental effects. Similarly, network utility 
infrastructure can be adversely affected by the location and demands of activities and 
development. 
 
The District Plan must have regard to the sustainability of the network utility 
infrastructure as a resource and the effects and consequences of activities and 
development on the infrastructure. At the same time it must have regard to adverse 
effects of network utilities on the natural and physical resources of the District. 

The importance of network utility infrastructure has been recognised in the 
development of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards 
(NES) for Telecommunication Facilities) Regulations 2008 and the National Policy 
Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 and the Resource Management (NES for 
Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009. These regulations are binding 
and enforceable and must be read in conjunction with rules in the District Plan. The 
NES for Telecommunication Facilities applies to telecommunication equipment 
cabinets and antenna located within road reserves and includes regulations in 
relation to specified radiofrequency fields and the control of noise from 
telecommunication cabinets. The NES on Electricity Transmission Activities only 
applies to activities related to the operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation or 
removal of an existing transmission line of the National Grid and operated by 
Transpower New Zealand Ltd. The Standards are available at: 
http://www.mfe.govt.nz and at Kāpiti Coast District Council offices.    

 

11.3.2 Policies 

Policy 11.12 - Development, use, maintenance, replacement and 
upgrading 

Ref. 

The development, use, maintenance, replacement and upgrading of network 
utilities will be enabled while ensuring that adverse environmental effects 
are minimised. 

When considering measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse 
environmental effects of transmission, distribution and associated 
construction activities, decision-makers must consider the constraints 
imposed on achieving those measures by the technical and operational 
requirements of the network, provided design is driven by an efficient 
resource use framework. 

Objective 
2.13 
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Explanation 
The provision of new and upgrading network utilities is necessary to meet existing 
and future population needs and to provide the infrastructure necessary for continued 
economic growth of the Kāpiti Coast District. It is important to recognise the 
operational and technical practicalities of locating network utilities. Some level of 
adverse effect may need to be accepted to recognise the necessity for some network 
utility services and associated facilities. In some circumstances some of the potential 
effects of network utilities are addressed by other instruments, such as relevant 
health and safety requirements, traffic safety measures and/or National 
Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities and 
Telecommunication Facilities. 
 
The policy acknowledges that the adverse effects of transmission activities cannot 
always be avoided without unreasonable cost or constraints on the operation and use 
of transmission infrastructure.  There is also a technical requirement to link the points 
of generation with the local distribution networks. 
 
The development of the District’s infrastructure can have major implications for 
resource use.  The definition of ‘efficiency’ varies considerably between different 
resources, and will depend on the practicalities and costs of alternatives relating to 
each situation.  This can be achieved by promoting the use of conservation principles 
in the design, location and operation of infrastructure.  
 
The policy provides for the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission, 
2008, policies 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
 
 

Policy 11.13 - High voltage and high pressure gas transmission lines Ref. 

When considering subdivision and the construction of buildings or 
structures adjacent to high voltage (110 and 220 kV) electricity transmission 
lines or high pressure gas pipelines, the following will be taken into 
account: 

a) the extent to which the subdivision, building or structure may restrict 
or inhibit the operation, access, maintenance or upgrading of the 
utility infrastructure or support structures; 

b) the potential cumulative effect of subdivision, buildings or structures 
which may restrict the operation, access, maintenance, or upgrading 
of the utility infrastructure or support structures; 

c) the nature of the subdivision, buildings or activities which may occur 
in proximity to the utility infrastructure and the number of persons 
likely to visit or work within the area and the extent to which they are 
potentially susceptible to harm from lines, pipes or support 
structures in the likely event of emergency or infrastructure damage. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
Activities located near high voltage transmission lines and high pressure gas lines 
have the potential to affect the operation and maintenance of that infrastructure. 
 
There is a need to ensure that existing high voltage transmission lines and high 
pressure gas pipelines can continue to be accessed, maintained and upgraded to 
meet demand and operating code requirements. The District Plan provides for the 
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protection of this infrastructure by requiring resource consent for activities within 
close proximity to high voltage transmission lines and high pressure gas pipelines. 
 
The effective operation, maintenance, and upgrading of the electricity transmission 
network is largely provided for through the NES rather than through the District Plan, 
noting that the NES only applies to lines in existence as at 14 January 2012.  The 
District Plan response is limited to managing the effects of landowners on the 
electricity transmission network.  A corridor management approach has been 
adopted in consultation with Transpower to give effect to National Policy Standard on 
Electricity Transmission, 2008, policies 10 and 11. 
 
Transpower has developed a Corridor Management Policy for managing the risks 
posed by development near the transmission network and should be contacted about 
any development adjacent to a transmission line.  In addition any development or 
activities near the transmission network must be undertaken in accordance with the 
New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for Electricity Safe Distances 34:2001 
(NZECP34) and the Electricity (Hazards for Trees) Regulations 2003. 
 
The development of new transmission infrastructure would generally be provided 
through a notice of requirement, designation process or through resource consent. 
 

Policy 11.14 - Place network utilities underground  Ref. 

Unless otherwise technically impracticable, network utility infrastructure will 
be placed underground. Where undergrounding is not feasible or 
practicable, network utility infrastructure will be well designed, resilient to 
identified natural hazards and complementary to the surrounding 
environment. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
Many network utilities are able to be placed underground meaning any potential 
effects on the environment will be minimal.  Network utilities located above ground 
can have significant adverse effects on the environment including effects on amenity, 
heritage and natural character values. Council will advocate to utility operators to 
place network utilities underground where this is practicable. 
 

Policy 11.15 - Co-location and co-siting Ref. 

The co-location and sharing of masts and corridors will be encouraged to 
reduce the need for them elsewhere in the District, while; 

a) recognising the technical constraints associated with co-location of 
infrastructure; and  

b) promoting best practice design to minimise adverse visual effects, in 
particular associated with several antennas on one mast.  

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
Council encourages the co-location or co-siting network utility equipment and 
structures which would reduce the need for infrastructure to be located elsewhere in 
the district. The District Plan encourages the co-location of equipment through the 
provision of more lenient permitted activity standards where two or more utilities are 
installed together. 
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Policy 11.16 Assessment Criteria Ref. 

The following assessment criteria shall be applied, where applicable, when 
considering resource consent applications for the development, 
construction and upgrading of network utility activities: 

General 

a) the extent to which the proposed network utility benefits the local 
community, the wider region and nation; 

b) the degree, extent and effects of the non-compliance with the Permitted 
Activity Standards;  

c) risks to public health and safety;  

d) any adverse effects on traffic and pedestrian safety including sight lines 
and visibility of traffic signage; 

e) whether the size and scale of the proposal is generally compatible with 
other development in the area;  

f) the design and external appearance, including: 

i. the maximum height and diameter of any mast;  

ii. the maximum height, area or diameter of any antenna;  

iii. the use of external colour and material to minimise the visual 
contrast with the surrounding environment, whether potential 
adverse visual effects can be mitigated by sensitive siting and 
design or appropriate planting and/or screening; and 

iv. proposed mitigation measures incorporated into the location, 
design, construction and operation of the network utility project, 
and the identification of any residual adverse effects on the 
environment; 

v. whether alternative locations, routes or methods are physically 
or technically practicable to safeguard the environment. 

g) extent to which the design mitigates the risk of damage from natural 
hazards to ensure security of supply and maintain levels of service; 

h) any potential interference with public use and enjoyment of the land; 

i) amenity effects, including noise, vibration, odour, dust, earthworks and 
lighting;  

j) the extent to which the structure will be obtrusively visible; including 
impact on:  

i. landscape values,  

ii. the amenity of the area in which it is to be situated or any nearby 
area; 

iii. the residential and recreational use of land in the vicinity of the 
proposed utility; 

iv. the existing character, landscape, streetscape and amenity of the 
locality; 

Objective 
2.13 
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v. the extent to which the proposal will be visible from residences, 
significant public views, the beach, Kapiti Island and significant 
recreational areas; 

k) in respect of historic heritage identified in Schedule 10.1 – Schedule of 
Historic Heritage, whether the significance of the area or site is affected 
by the construction or placement of the network utility structure, mast or 
antenna; 

l) where proposed within an Outstanding Natural Landscape, Ecological 
Site or within the Open Space (Conservation and Scenic) zone, with 
regard to: 

i. the visibility of the subject site and the utility network structure(s) 
in relation to neighbouring views and whether the structure(s) will 
be seem against a landscape backdrop or the sky; 

ii. the potential to co-locate the structure with any similar existing 
structures or other buildings; 

iii. the potential for the site to be screened where appropriate; 
 
m) whether the utility network structure damages habitats or ecosystems or 

causes a loss of vegetation, and the rehabilitation of the site following 
any construction or future maintenance period; 

 
n) the nature and extent of the activity and the degree to which it may 

disturb natural landforms or vegetation, create soil instability or lead to 
adverse ecological effects on natural habitats; 

 
o) the extent to which affected parties have been consulted; 

 
p) cumulative effects 
 

Telecommunications and Electricity 
 
q) the extent to which it is technically, economically and practicably 

reasonable for masts, antennas or other network utilities to be co-
located within corridors or co-sited with similar structures or buildings 
to minimise their visual impact; 

 
r) with respect to extensions to, or new above ground electricity or 

telecommunication distribution and transmission lines, upgrading the 
thickness of lines, height above ground and relationship to existing lines 
and associated structures, length of the line, including any previous 
extensions of the line; 

 
s) whether there are difficult ground conditions, or any technological, 

operational or topographical reasons why the network utility cannot be 
placed underground; 

 
t) for buildings or structures in proximity to high voltage transmission 

lines or high pressure gas pipelines, the matters listed under Policy 
11.13; 

 
Underground Network Utilities 
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v) in the case of underground network utility services: 
i. the appropriateness of the network utility in the proposed location; 

ii. whether alternative locations are proposed; 
iii. with regard to pipelines, the nature of any liquid or substance 

carried; 
iv. the extent to which the work is able to be conveniently 

accommodated underground without adversely affecting existing 
underground network utility services or seriously limiting the 
opportunity for additional underground network utility services in 
the future; 

v. the nature of the subsoil. 
 

 
Explanation 
There is a need to consider the adverse effects of network utilities while recognising 
the key role they play locally, regionally and nationally when considering applications 
for the development or upgrading of network utilities.  
 
Regulation 10 of Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 
Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 and Regulation 4 of Resource 
Management (National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities) 
Regulations 2008 give the reference standards or levels for public exposure to the 
transmission of electricity and the operation of a telecommunication facility.   
 
Regulation 10 gives reference levels for public exposure to the transmission of 
electricity at 50 Hz and outlines the modelling procedure required to demonstrate the 
utility will be unlikely to adversely affect human health.   
 
Regulation 4 requires a network provider to operate a telecommunication facility in 
accordance with NZS 2772: Part 1: 1999 Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 – Maximum 
Exposure Levels – 3 kHz to 300 GHz.  It should be noted that since the NES for 
Telecommunication Facilities came into effect, NZS 6609.2: 1999 Radiofrequency 
Radiation: Part 2: Principles and Methods of Measurement 300kHz to 100 GHz has 
been superseded by NZS 2772.2 2011 Radiofrequency Fields – Principles and 
Methods of Measurement and Computation – 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 
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11.4 NETWORK UTILITIES – water supply, sanitation and 
stormwater 

 

11.4.1 Introduction 

Water supply, sanitation and drainage services are crucial for the on-going health 
and safety of the community.  New activities and development, whether a 
consequence of subdivision or not, increase demand on public infrastructure systems 
including stormwater disposal, water and wastewater disposal. Increased pressure 
on these services can potentially result in adverse effects on the environment.  
 
New activities and development must have adequate access to these services, either 
through publicly or privately provided infrastructure. Where connection to an existing 
system is not possible, it is the developer’s responsibility to ensure the activity or 
development can be adequately serviced through alternative water supply and on-
site effluent treatment and disposal. 
 
Stormwater from new activities and development may cause drainage problems or 
flooding of the site itself and neighbouring properties if its management is 
inadequate. For example development as a consequence of subdivision usually 
results in significant changes in water flows beyond the site.  This needs to be 
addressed as part of stormwater management for the wider catchment to minimise 
impacts such as flooding and erosion. Where proposed development will not use 
existing public reticulation for stormwater disposal, owners must demonstrate that 
any adverse effects created are adequately mitigated. Stormwater disposal is a 
discharge to the environment so the requirements of the relevant Regional Plan will 
also apply. 
 
Demand for water from reticulated water supply services is an effect of urban 
subdivision and development. Seasonally, such demand can place significant 
pressures on the urban water supply network and the natural systems that they draw 
on.  
 
Development of infrastructure that services development can have both positive and 
adverse effects on natural and physical resources, ecosystems, and amenity values 
(e.g. water bodies). Infrastructure servicing and design should promote sustainable 
management solutions and work with natural features in the environment such as 
water bodies, topography, indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems, incorporating 
where possible such elements into the design of the subdivision or development. 
 

11.4.2 Policies 

Policy 11.17 – Hydraulic Neutrality - stormwater Reference. 

Subdivision and development will be designed to ensure that the 
stormwater runoff from all new impermeable surfaces will be disposed of 
or stored on-site and released at a rate that does not exceed the peak 
stormwater runoff when compared to the pre-development situation. 

Objective 
2.13 
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Explanation 
Design requirements and recommendations for on-site retention works are included 
in the Subdivision and Development Principles and Requirements. Design 
requirements for on-site disposal and on-site retention works are to take into account 
1-in-2, 1-in-5, 1-in-10 and 1-in-100 year rainfall events.  Minimising the frequency at 
which the pre-development discharge is exceeded, improves the flood hazard risk as 
well as the structure and functionality of an aquatic ecosystem.    
 
While hydraulic neutrality is primarily about controlling the quantity of stormwater 
discharging from a development, attenuation often results in improved water quality 
as many of the measures designed to control stormwater have inherent water quality 
management functions.   
 
The policy provides for the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region 
policies 41 and 42.  The Kāpiti Coast District Council Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements, 2012, provide a framework for infrastructure 
development and design. 
 
 

Policy 11.18 – Stormwater Control Quantity and Quality Reference. 

Objective 
2.13 

The adverse effects of stormwater runoff from subdivision and 
development, in particular cumulative effects, will be minimised.  The 
following assessment criteria will be applied when considering resource 
consent applications for subdivision and development: 

a) whether there is capacity of Council’s existing infrastructure; 

b) the extent to which the capacity and environmental values of 
watercourses or drains and the associated catchment areas will be 
compromised; 

c) the extent to which development styles and stormwater 
management methods mimic natural, pre-development runoff 
patterns; 

b) the extent to which riparian vegetation is protected and enhanced; 

c) whether minimal vegetation loss in riparian areas associated with 
development is achieved; 

d) the extent to which water quality is ensured to enhance and 
maintain aquatic ecosystem health; 

e) the extent to which a healthy aquatic system is maintained, 
including maintenance of sufficient flows and avoidance of 
unnatural fluctuations in flows; 

f) the extent to which degraded, piped or channelled streams are 
restored and realigned into a more natural pattern; 

g) where practicable, the extent to which low impact design, including 
onsite disposal of stormwater, soft engineering or bioengineering 
solutions and swales within the legal road are used; 

h) the extent to which straightening and piping of streams is avoided. 
The adverse effects of stormwater runoff, in particular cumulative 
effects, from subdivision and development will be minimised.   
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Explanation 
When considering the effects and consequences of subdivision and development in 
the vicinity of watercourses, regard must be given to the capacity of the existing 
drainage system including the watercourses to receive and cater for the runoff from 
new development and the consequences for environmental qualities of the 
watercourses. As the effects can increase significantly with cumulative development, 
it is necessary to take into account the future development within a catchment area 
as a whole.  The purpose of the policy is to minimise the impacts of both the quality 
and quantity of stormwater on receiving waterways and the coastal marine area. 
 
The Council will activity encourage and promote the above list of matters through the 
provision of best practice guidelines, ensuring staff are kept up to date with 
innovative subdivision design, providing advice at different stages of 
development/subdivision, use of the Design and Review process and conducting 
seminars.  The Kāpiti Coast District Council Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements, 2012, provide a framework for infrastructure development and 
design.  The Low Impact Urban Design and Development (LIUDD) Stormater 
Guideline, 2012, provides further more specific detail. 
 
The policy provides for the Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington region 
policies 41 and 42.  Any stormwater discharge may need to meet threshold limits for 
the receiving waters under Council’s network discharge consent or under the 
National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management, 2011.  
 
 

Policy 11.19 – Water Demand Management  Reference. 

New residential development connected to the public potable water supply 
and reticulation network will be required to provide rainwater storage 
tanks, water re-use systems or other water demand management systems 
to supply water for toilets and all outdoor non-potable uses. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation  
Reducing demand on the potable water supply systems buffer the annual and daily 
peaks in water use and lead to improved security of water supply. This will result in a 
longer asset life and will mitigate the effects of population growth on the public 
potable water supplies. 
 
Water demand is broken up into two components. ‘Average use’ refers to an average 
use for the whole year and ‘average peak use’ refers to an average use through the 
summer months (November – March). 
 
At the core of Council’s water demand management regime is water meters and 
associated volumetric charging.   
 
Potable water is treated to meet Ministry of Health standards for safe drinking water. 
This treatment and the extensive reticulation network are costly to manage. Much of 
this highly treated water is being used for residential garden irrigation and flushing 
toilets. These are uses that do not require this standard of water. 
 
All new rain water storage tanks will be supplemented by the public water supply 
system to ensure there will be enough water for reasonable use thereby ensuring 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-23] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-24] - Notified 29 November 2012 

that people’s health and wellbeing will not be adversely affected. The potable water 
top-up to the rainwater storage tank will be ‘restricted’ to ensure that residents will 
receive a consistent and regular supply on a daily basis. This will also help to reduce 
the very high ‘peak’ volumes that are sometimes required from the public water 
supply network by appropriately 30% per household from Household 2007 summer 
Average Water Use. 
 
Greywater reuse or similar systems that provide an alternative supply for outdoor 
irrigation will enable the Council’s objectives to be met if used in conjunction with a 
suitable rain water storage tank. There are greywater systems available that only use 
only the cleaner sources of greywater (from bathrooms and washing machines) for 
outdoor subsurface irrigation (i.e. 100mm below the true soil surface4). As the 
greywater used by these systems is relatively clean and would not come into contact 
with people, public health risk should be avoided. 
 
The policy provides for the Regional Policy Statement for Wellington region policy 44. 
 

Policy 11.20 – Water Supply Reference. 

Objective 
2.13 

All new subdivision, land use or development will have an adequate supply 
of water in terms of volume and quality for the anticipated end uses, 
including the provision of fire fighting supply.  Where a new connection to 
the reticulated network is proposed, evidence may be required to support 
its viability.  

 

 
Explanation 
Water supply makes an important contribution to health and safety as well as the 
environment generally. In order to protect water quality and maintain human health, 
all subdivision must connect to reticulated services where available, and if not 
available, then on-site management is required.  
 
Any necessary easements for services must be part of the design of subdivision. The 
provision of adequate services or on-site systems for water supply is a necessary 
prerequisite to subdivision, use or development of land if adverse effects are to be 
avoided. 
 
 

Policy 11.21 – Wastewater Reference. 

Objective 
2.13 

Subdivision, land use and development will ensure that the treatment and 
disposal of wastewater will be adequate for the anticipated end uses 
appropriate to the location.  The treatment and disposal of wastewater will 
be undertaken in a manner that avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse 
effects on the environment and maintains public health and safety.  Where 
a new connection to the reticulated network is proposed, evidence may be 
required to support its viability. 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                
4 Kāpiti Coast Rainwater and Greywater Code of Practice, 2012 
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Explanation 
New development in urban areas must connect to the reticulated wastewater network 
to prevent adverse environmental effects and protect public health. Where the 
reticulated network is not available (i.e. in rural areas), on-site disposal is required.  
  
 

Policy 11.22 – Protection of drinking-water supply Reference. 

Objective 
2.13 

Subdivision, land use and development within a water collection area 
identified on District Plan Maps or within such a distance from a drinking-
water supply that it would pose a risk of contamination, or a reduction in 
the quantity of, that drinking-water supply, will be managed to avoid the 
threat. 

Where consent is granted for a subdivision, land use or development that 
could significantly adversely affect a drinking-water supply, a condition 
shall be placed on the consent requiring the consent holder to notify, as 
soon as reasonably practicable, the drinking-water supply operator(s) 
concerned and the Council, if an event occurs that could adversely affect 
the quality of water at any abstraction point. 

 

 
Explanation 
The quality of the District’s drinking-water from water collection areas and registered 
drinking-water supplies can be degraded as a result of subdivision, development and 
land use occurring in the vicinity.   It is important that activities in these areas are 
strictly controlled to ensure that land use activities do not result in contamination of 
aquifers, streams and rivers.  The margins of water bodies are to be protected and 
enhanced and vegetation is not to be removed unnecessarily, and sediment and 
erosion control measures are to be implemented when earth is exposed.  
 
Regulation 12 of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 
Sources of Human Drinking Water) Regulations 2007 requires conditions to be 
placed on resource consents if the activity could significantly adversely affect a 
registered drinking-water supply.  Council must consider whether the activity could: 

 itself lead to an event occurring (for example, chemical spill) that may have a 
significant adverse effect on the quality of the water at any abstraction point; 
or 

 as a consequence of an event (for example, an unusually heavy rainfall) have 
a significant adverse effect on the quality of the water at any abstraction point. 

 
If Council considers the above circumstances apply, and it grants the application, a 
consent condition with ongoing effect must be imposed requiring the consent holder 
to notify, as soon as reasonably practicable, the registered drinking-water supply 
operator(s) concerned and the Council, if such an event occurs. 
 
The policy works in conjunction with policy 3.1.
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Network Utilities  Rules and Standards 

The following table sets out the rules and standards for utilities infrastructure associated with energy, telecommunications, water supply, 
sanitation and drainage. While renewable energy generation and roads are defined as network utilities they are specifically excluded from this 
sub-chapter and are dealt with in sub-chapters 11.7 and 11.8 respectively.  Community facilities are dealt with in sub-chapter 11.9. 
 
Lighthouses, navigational aids, beacons and ancillary structures and meteorological activities are not commonly considered network utilities.   
However, as they can have the same or a similar outward appearance and potential environmental effects as network utilities they are 
included in the definition of network utilities in this plan and are subject to the rules in this chapter.  
 
Where an activity is related to the operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation or removal of an existing National Grid Transmission Line, 
the Resource Management (NES for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 apply. The Resource Management (NES for 
Telecommunication Facilities) 2009 applies to telecommunication equipment, cabinets and antennas located within road reserve and allows 
for this equipment subject to certain size, location and noise standards.  It also includes regulations in relation to radiofrequency fields 
generated by telecommunications facilities, which apply both within and outside of road reserves.  For clarification, where there is conflict or 
perceived conflict between the provisions of this Plan and the requirements of the NES’s identified above, the provisions of the NES shall 
apply. 
 
 
 
Rule 11A.0. Applicability of Rules 11A.1 – 11A.5 
 
 
Rules 11A.1 to 11A.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.   Where there is a conflict between any rule 
or standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 11A.1 to 11A.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[b]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than 
expressed below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 

1. Any network utility activity or 
utility infrastructure which is not 
specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary or  
Non-Complying activity and 
complies with all permitted 
activity standards in this chapter 

  

2. All permitted activities, including 
the provision of network utilities 

1. Development shall be undertaken in accordance with the standards contained in the 
Council’s Subdivision and Development Principles and Requirements, 2012. 

 
2. Stormwater systems shall be designed to provide hydraulic neutrality to ensure stormwater 

runoff from all new impermeable surfaces is disposed of, or stored on site and released at a 
rate that does not exceed the peak stormwater runoff when compared to the pre-
development situation, for the 1 in 2, 1 in 5, 1 in 10 and 1 in 100 year events. 

 

Policies 11.10, 
11.17 

3. Network Utilities Generating 
Radiofrequency or 
Electromagnetic Fields 

 
 

1. Telecommunication activities shall operate in accordance with NZS 2272: Part 1: 1999 
Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 – Maximum Exposure Levels – 3 kHz to 300 GHz, and NZS 
2772.2:2011 Radiofrequency Fields – Principles and Method of Measurement and 
Computation – 3kHz to 300GHz; and the NES for Telecommunications Facility Regulations 
2008. 

2. Electricity transmission activities shall operate based on the International Commission on 
Non-ionising Radiation Protection Guidelines for limiting exposure to time-varying electric 
and magnetic fields (1 Hz – 100 kHz), Health Physics 99(6):818-836; 2010, and the 
recommendations from the World Health Organisation monograph Environment Health 
Criteria (N0 238, 2007) or revisions thereof; and the NES for Electricity Transmission 
Activities Regulations 2009. 

 

Policies 11.12, 
11.16 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 

4. The operation, maintenance, 
repair, replacement or removal 
of any existing network utility. 

1. The network utility is in existence as at 29 November 2012  

5. For any existing network utility: 

a) Minor upgrading of any 
electricity and 
telecommunication line; 

b) The upgrading of all other 
network utilities, excluding: 

i. Electricity transmission 
lines above 110kV 
(100MVA capacity); 

ii. Gas distribution 
pipelines at a pressure 
exceeding 2000 
kilopascals 

 

1. The network utility is in existence as at 29 November 2012;  

2. Upgrading shall comply with any permitted activity standard applicable to that network utility 
under rules 11A.1.3. (Radiofrequency or Electromagnetic Fields); 11A.1.8. (Masts utilised 
for network utility purposes); 11A.1.9. (Antenna attached to building for network utility 
purposes); and 11A.1.10. (cabinets);  

3. Poles shall comply with the maximum height of 12 m and diameter of 300mm; and 

4. locally indigenous vegetation and vegetation within ecological sites are provided for in rules 
3A.1.2 and 3A.1.3. 

Note:  

The Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Electricity Transmission 
Activities) Regulations 2009 applies to the existing national grid and applies to all transmission 
lines that were operational, or able to be operated, on 14 January 2010.   

Compliance with the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003 is mandatory for tree 
trimming and planting.  The modification of notable trees identified in Schedule 10.1 are 
provided for in rule 10A.3.4 

Policy 11.1, 11.12 

6. The development and  
installation of any new network 
utility, except for 

a) electricity transmission 
lines above 110kV; or 

b) gas distribution and 
transmission pipelines at a 
pressure exceeding 2000 

1. Any new network utility shall comply with any permitted activity standard applicable to that 
network utility under rules 11A.1.3. (Radiofrequency or Electromagnetic Fields); 11A.1.8. 
(Masts utilised for network utility purposes); 11A.1.9. (Antenna attached to building for 
network utility purposes); and 11A.1.10. (cabinets);  

2. Poles shall comply with the maximum height of 12 m and diameter of 300mm; 

3. Compliance with the clearance distances specified in NZECP34:2001, and section 6.4.4 
External Interference Prevention of NNZAS 2885 Pipelines – Gas and Liquid Petroleum; 

Policies 11.1, 
11.9, 11.12, 11.19 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless pecified).  otherwise s
 

 

Pe mr it es ted Activiti Standards Reference. 
kilopascals. 

 4. Not located in an area identified in policy 11.9  

7. Domestic satellite dishes 
 

1. The diameter of any satellite dish other than in a legal road or road reserve shall not exceed 
1.2 metres; and 

 
2. There shall be no more than two satellite dishes per site or 1 per household unit whichever 

is greater. 
 

 

8. Meteorological facilities for 
measuring, collecting and 
distributing meteorologica
information including automatic 
weather masts, voluntary 
observer sites and associated 
microwave links. 

l 

1. One anemometer mast per lot is permitted provided it does not exceed a height of 10m; 

2. For any meteorological enclosure and building, the gross floor area shall not exceed 30m2; 
and 

3. Meteorological facilities shall not be located on a sensitive natural feature and historic 
heritage  feature, as identified in policy 11.9. 

Policies 11.1, 
11.9, 11.12 

9. Freestanding masts used for 
telecommunication, radio 
communication and 
broadcasting purposes. 

 
 

1. Masts (including antenna and support structures) are not location on sensitive natural 
features and historic heritage features as identified in policy 11.9; 

2. The maximum height and diameter standards in the table below; 
 

Zone Maximum Height Diameter of mast 

Residential, Beach Residential, 
Ngarara, Waikanae North 
Development 

12m <600mm from 6m 

Rural Plains, Rural Dunes, Rural 
Residential, Rural Eco-hamlet 

18m <600mm from 6m 

Policies 11.1, 
11.9, 11.12, 11.15 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 

Industrial, Local Centre, Town 
Centre, Outer Business Centre  

14m 1.5m 

District Centre 16m <600mm from 6m 

All Open Space zones, Private 
Recreation and Leisure 

12m <600mm from 6m 

Airport (subject to designation) 20m <600mm from 6m 

 
2. Where the mast will be used to support antennas of more than one network utility operator 

then 3 metre allowance on the Permitted Activity height standard outlined above is provided. 
 
3. The diameter  of any antenna shall comply with the standards in the table below: 
 

Zone Horizontal circle within 
which antenna located  

Residential, Beach 
Residential, Ngarara, 
Waikanae North Development 

0.75m 

Rural Plains, Rural Dunes, 
Rural Residential, Rural Eco-
hamlet 

0.75m 

Industrial  5m 

Local Centre, Town Centre, 0.75m 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
Outer Business Centre, 
District Centre Zone  

All Open Space zones, Private 
Recreation and Leisure 

0.75m 

Airport (subject to designation) 0.75m 

 
5. Located no closer than 5m from a property boundary in the living zones (measured from the 

outer edge of the mast, excluding the base or foundation), except along boundary with legal 
road. 

 
10. Antenna used for network 

utility purposes and its 
support structures where 
attached to an existing 
building. 

 

 

1. Masts (including antenna and support structures) are not location on sensitive natural 
features and historic heritage features as identified in policy 11.9  

2. The maximum height of any antenna attached to a building not exceeding the height limits 
below. 

 

Zone Maximum Height from attachment 

Residential, 
Beach 
Residential, 
Ngarara, 
Waikanae North 
Development 

2m 

All other zones 5m 

 

Policies 11.1, 
11.9, 11.12 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Reference. 
 
3. All antennas attached to a building adjoining any Living Zone which complies with the height 

in relation to boundary standard for buildings and structures for that Living Zone. 
 
4. The diameter  and size of any antenna which comply with the standards in the table below: 
 

Zone Maximum diameter Maximum area 

Residential, Beach 
Residential, Ngarara, 
Waikanae North 
Development 

1.2m 0.8m2 

Rural Plains, Rural Dunes, 
Rural Residential, Rural 
Eco-hamlet 

2.4m 1.8m2 

Industrial  2.4m 1.8m2 

Local Centre, Town Centre, 
Outer Business Centre, 
District Centre Zone  

2.4m 1.8m2 

All Open Space zones, 
Private Recreation and 
Leisure 

1.2m 0.8m2 

Airport (subject to 
designation) 

2.4m 1.8m2 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 

11. Cabinets located in all zones, 
except for: 

a) on road reserve that 
adjoins any site 
containing an item listed 
in Schedule 10.1 – 
Historic Heritage, an 
outstanding natural 
landscape, or an 
ecological area; or  

b) within a site, containing 
an item listed in 
Schedule 10.1 – Historic 
Heritage, an outstanding 
natural landscape, or an 
ecological area 

1. Cabinets shall comply with the permitted activity standards under rule 11A.1.3 
(Radiofrequency or Electromagnetic Fields);  

2. All cabinets shall have a maximum height of 1.2m and maximum footprint of 1.4m2; and  

3. All cabinets shall comply with building setback or yard requirements for the zone in which 
the cabinet is located if not located within road reserve. 

Note:  

The Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for Telecommunication Facilities) 
Regulations 2008 applies to the installation and operation and a telecommunication facilities in 
road reserve.   

 

Policy 11.12 

12. Any network utility enclosed 
within a building 

 

 
1. Network utilities enclosed within a building shall not be located on sensitive natural features 

and historic heritage features as identified in policy 11.9; 
 
2.  The maximum building area for buildings housing network utilities shall not exceed 30m2 

except in any Living Zone where the maximum building area shall not exceed 10m2; 
 
3. The building shall be set back at least 5 metres from any boundary with a Living Zone or 

within a Living or Rural Zone. 
 

Policy 11.12 

13. Any new and relocated 
residential building on land 
where public potable water 

1. All new or relocated residential buildings where pubic potable water supply is available to a 
residential building shall be fitted with one of the following: 
a) Rainwater storage tanks with a minimum capacity of 10,000 litres for the supply of non-

Policies 11.11, 
11.19,  
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unles ied). s otherwise specif
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
supply is available. 

 
potable water for outdoor uses and indoor toilets. 

b) Rainwater storage tanks with a minimum capacity of 4,000 litres for the supply of non-
potable water for outdoor areas and indoor toilets, and a greywater re-use system for 
outdoor irrigation. The greywater re-use system shall re-use all water from bathrooms 
(excluding toilets) and laundry washing machines. 

 
2. The greywater re-use system shall be installed so that: 

a) there is automatic diversion to sewer to cover heavy rainfall and ponding; 
b) there are safe setback distances from property boundaries and private bores; 
c) the device uses water from a single residential building only;  
d) the irrigation shall be sub-surface and suited to the soil type and slopes;  
e) the greywater is not stored in any way, or treated other than primary screening or 

filtration;  
f) the diversion device has a switching or selection facility so that greywater can be easily 

diverted back to sewer;  
g) some form of non-storage surge attenuation is installed as part of the diversion system;  
h) a coarse filter for screening out solids and oils/greases;  
i) no risk of cross contamination between greywater and drinking water supplies;  
j) in case of sewage backflow, greywater system will shut off in times of sewage backflow. 

 
3. The greywater irrigation system must be installed by an approved installer who must 

produce an installer’s certificate demonstrating that the system meets requirements and will 
be installed correctly.  

 
4. A greywater installer’s certificate must be provided with the building consent application and 

the greywater diversion device must be installed by a licensed plumber who has a 
greywater installer’s certificate from the manufacturer and the system will be inspected and 
verified by a building inspector. Greywater re-use system set up and maintenance 
instructions must be added to the Land Information Memorandum for every property 
installing such a device. 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
5. All new or relocated residential buildings where a rainwater storage tank supplies toilets 

shall be fitted with separate plumbing, including backflow prevention devices, for these non-
potable uses to prevent cross contamination of drinking water. Non potable water pipes 
between the rainwater tank and outlets (toilets and outdoor taps) shall be clearly labelled 
and coloured to differentiate them from potable water pipes and there shall be permanent 
non-drinking water signage over outdoor taps connected to rainwater tanks. Roof gutters 
are required to have leaf guards or screens and mosquito screens on all rain water tank 
vents. A restricted top-up from the public potable water supply will be provided to the tank to 
ensure that sufficient water to flush toilets is available.  

 
6. Where a development will contain more than one residential building, e.g. a retirement 

home or village or a multi-unit residential development, a common rainwater storage facility 
with a volume of 10,000 litres per dwelling unit can be provided so long as access to 
operate and maintain the facility is secured via an easement or it is located within an area of 
‘common property’.  

 
In both rainwater storage tanks and greywater re-use systems, backflow prevention shall 
comply with the legislative requirements of the Drinking-water Standards for New Zealand 
2005 (revised 2008), in particular, where connections to a potable water supply exist.  
 
Separation and/or backflow prevention between potable and non-potable systems will be 
required in residential situations to ensure that public health is not compromised by cross 
contamination from the use of non-potable water. 

 
No outdoor taps shall be connected to the public potable water supply.  
 
Note: Soil conditions and suitability for greywater irrigation can be viewed at 
http://www.Kāpiticoast.govt.nz/Maps 

 

14. Potable water supply for 
residential buildings in the 

1. A potable water supply shall be provided where human habitation of a building is intended. 
Compliance with the Drinking-water Standards for New Zealand 2005 (revised 2008) and 

Policy 11.20 
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11A.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards 
(unles e specified). s otherwis
 

 

Perm ities itted Activ Standards Reference. 
Rural Zone the New Zealand Building Code 1992, to the extent that this is applicable, shall be one 

means of complying with this standard. 
 

The quantity of potable water available for use should be on the basis of 250 litres 
(essential use) per person per day and there should be sufficient storage capacity to supply 
4 people for up to 30 days i.e. a capacity of 30,000 litres. 
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11A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Reference. 

1. Subdivision to create an 
allotment for network utility 
purposes (including lots 
required for renewable 
electricity generation).   

 
 

1. There shall be no minimum area requirements 
for lots for network utility purposes of network 
utility providers. 

2. The allotment shall have access to legal road. 
 

 

1. Any positive effects to be derived from 
the activity; 

2. layout of subdivision; 

3. public safety; 

4. extent of earthworks; 

5. appropriate of proposed use; 

6. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; 

7. effects on sensitive natural features; 

8. effects on historic heritage; 

9. effect on natural character; 

10. visual, character and amenity effects; 

11. degree of compliance with Council’s 
Subdivision and Development Principles 
and Requirements, 2012; 

12. adequacy of geotechnical information; 

13. natural hazard risk management; 

14. imposition of conditions under sections 
108 and 220 of the Resource 
Management Act; and 
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11A.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Reference. 

 
15. the imposition of financial contributions 

in accordance with Part 12 of this Plan. 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Subdivision of land in any zone 
within 10 metres either side of 
the centre-line of high pressure 
gas transmission lines 
designed to operate at or over 
2000kPa. 

1. The subdivision shall comply with AS2885 
Pipelines – Gas and Liquid Petroleum – Parts 
1 to 3. 

 

1. The extent to which the subdivision 
design avoids or mitigates conflict with 
existing pipelines; 

2. The ability for maintenance and 
inspection of transmission pipelines 
including ensuring access to the 
pipelines;  

3. Legal encumbrances on titles to ensure 
on-going compliance with 11A.3.1.1;  
and 

4. The outcome of any consultation with 
the affected network utility operator. 

Non-notification: where the application is a 
restricted discretionary because it is located 
within 10 metres of a high pressure gas 
transmission pipeline, the application need 
not be publicly notified and need not be 
served on any affected party other than the 
pipeline owner and/or operator.  

 

Policy 11.13 

2. Subdivision of land in any zone 
within 20 metres either side of 
the centre-line of high voltage 
transmission lines designed to 

1. The subdivision shall comply with the New 
Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 
Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP 34:2001); 

 

1. The extent to which the subdivision 
design avoids or mitigates conflict with 
existing lines; 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

operate at or over 110kV 
(100MVA capacity). 

2. The ability for maintenance and 
inspection of transmission lines 
including ensuring access to the lines; 

 
3. The extent to which the design and 

development if the subdivision will 
minimise the risk and/or property 
damage from such lines; 

 
4. The extent to which potential adverse 

effects from the line, including visual 
impacts, can be mitigated, for example 
through the location of building 
platforms; 

 
5. The ability to provide a complying 

building; 
 
6. Legal encumbrances on titles to ensure 

on-going compliance with 11A.3.2.1; 
and 

 
7. The outcomes of any consultation with 

the affected network utility operator. 
 
Non-notification. Where the application is a 
restricted discretionary because it is located 
within 20 metres of the centre line of a high 
voltage transmission line, the application 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

need not be publicly notified and need not be 
served on any affected party other than the 
electrical line owner and/or operator. 

3. Subdivision of land in the rural 
zones, all open space zones 
and the river corridor zone, that 
complies with all restricted 
discretionary standards under 
rules 7A.3. 2 and 8A.2.3. 

 
 
 

1. The subdivision shall be undertaken in 
accordance with the principles contained in the 
Council’s Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements, 2012. 

2. Water Supply 
It shall be demonstrated (as evidenced by a 
report including an environmental impact report 
from a suitably qualified and experienced 
person) that: 
b) A water supply of sufficient quality (potable 

for drinking purposes) and quantity can be 
provided for the activities proposed for the 
subdivision, including fire fighting. 

c) The proposed water supply will have no 
adverse effects on other water users. 

d) The proposed supply will have no adverse 
effects on the water resource. 

e) The proposed water supply will have no 
adverse effects on natural and physical 
resources. 

 
2. Any risk likely to adversely affect a drinking-

water supply or water collection area as 
identified on District Plan Maps, will be 

1. Those matters listed under rules: 

a) 7A.3.2 for restricted discretionary 
subdivision in rural zones (Chapter 
7); 

b) 8A.2.3 for restricted discretionary 
subdivision in open space zones 
(Chapter 8); 

c) 11A.3.1 and 11A.3.2 for restricted 
discretionary subdivision in all 
zones. 

d) Degree of compliance with Council’s 
Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements, 2012 

e) Effect on water catchment areas and 
any drinking-water supply source 

 

Policies 11.13, 
11.17, 11.18; 11.29; 
11.21, 11.20 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

managed to avoid the threat. 
 
3. Stormwater shall be managed for quality as 

well as quantity.  All new buildings and 
impervious surfaces shall have on-site 
attenuation and treatment of stormwater 
including the use of on-site vegetation to 
slow down run-off rates and improve water 
filtration.  Existing waterways and stormwater 
detention areas shall be retained, and be 
enhanced with plantings to create attractive 
features. 

 
Grassed swales shall be provided to direct 
road run-off instead of concrete kerb and 
channel. 

 
4. Effluent Disposal 

a)  Where subdivision occurs on land that is 
not serviced by an existing community 
sewage system, it shall be demonstrated 
in terms of AS/NZS 1547:2010 “On Site 
Domestic Wastewater Management” that 
on-site domestic effluent disposal s 
suitable for each proposed lot or multiple 
lots. 

 
b) intensive farming activities shall have an 

adequate effluent disposal system to 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

dispose of animal wastes 
 

Note: any discharge into land, air or 
waterbodies may require resource consent 
from the Wellington Regional Council. 
Applicants should contact the Regional 
Council to confirm whether or not consent is 
required. 

 
5. Underground services 

b) Where any subdivision of land involves 
the construction of a new road or the 
extension of an existing road within an 
area comprising an outstanding natural 
landscape or significant amenity 
landscape and/or the subdivision 
involves the creation of any house sites 
within 500m of mean high water springs, 
the developer shall as a condition of 
subdivision consent make provision for 
the underground reticulation of all electric 
and telecommunication services to lot 
boundaries within the subdivision. 

c) Any underground services shall avoid 
sensitive environments, specifically 
waahi tapu, archaeological and 
ecological sites. 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

4. Subdivision of land in the living 
zones and working zones that 
comply with all restricted 
discretionary standards under 
rules 5A.3.1, 5A.3.2, 5B.3.3, 
5B.3.4, 5B.3.5, 5B.3.6, 6A.3.1, 
6B.3.1, 6C.3.1, 6D.3.1, 6D.3.2, 
6E.3.1, 6F.3.4, 6F.3.5, 6G.3.5. 

 
 

3. The subdivision shall be undertaken in 
accordance with the principles contained in 
the Council’s Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements, 2012. 

 
4. Stormwater 
 

a) Hydraulic neutrality 
Stormwater systems shall be designed to 
ensure that the stormwater runoff from all 
new impermeable surfaces will be disposed 
of or stored on site and released at a rate that 
does not exceed the peak stormwater runoff 
when compared to the pre-development 
situation for the 1 in 2, 1 in 5, 1 in 10 and 1 in 
100 year event. 

 

The subdivision consent application for the 
development shall include an assessment of 
environmental effects on upstream and 
downstream stormwater flows and levels. 
This shall include a report from a suitably 
qualified person covering stormwater 
disposal and inundation issues, including a 
catchment plan and calculations. 

 
Existing waterways and stormwater detention 
areas shall be retained, and be enhanced 

1. Those matters listed under rules: 

a) 5A.3.1, 5A.3.2, 5B.3.3, 5B.3.4, 
5B.3.5, and 5B.3.6  for restricted 
discretionary subdivision in the 
Living zones (Chapter 5); 

b) 6A.3.1, 6B.3.1, 6C.3.1, 6D.3.1, 
6D.3.2, 6E.3.1, 6F.3.4, 6F.3.5, and 
6G.3.5 for restricted discretionary 
subdivision in the Working zones 
(Chapter  6); 

c) 11A.3.1 and 11A.3.2 for restricted 
discretionary subdivision is all 
zones; and 

d) Degree of compliance with Council’s 
Subdivision and Development 
Principles and Requirements, 2012. 

 

  
 
 

Policies 11.8, 11.10, 
11.13, 11.17, 11.18; 
11.19; 11.20; 11.21, 
11.22 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

with plantings to create attractive features. 
 

b) Water Quality 
Any stormwater discharge may need to meet 
threshold limits for the receiving waters under 
Council’s network discharge consent or under 
the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management 

 
3. Underground Services 
 

Where any subdivision of land involves the 
construction of a new street or the extension 
of an existing street the Developer shall, as a 
condition of subdivision consent, make 
provision for the underground reticulation of 
all electric, gas and telecommunication 
services to the land in the subdivision. 

 
4. Water Supply 
 

All new allotments, other than allotments for 
access, roads, utilities or reserves where the 
allotments are in or adjoining areas which are 
served with a Council reticulated water 
supply, shall be provided with a connection to 
the Council reticulated water supply laid to 
the boundary of the allotment.    
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

5. Effluent Disposal 
 

All new allotments, other than allotments for 
access, roads, utilities or reserves where the 
allotments are in or adjoining areas which are 
served by the public wastewater reticulation 
and treatment system shall be provided with 
a piped sewage outfall for disposing of 
sanitary sewage to a reticulated system, laid 
to the boundary of each allotment.  

 
6. Telecommunication and electricity supply 
 

Provision shall be made to the boundary of 
each proposed lot for a connection to a 
telecommunication network and energy 
supply network. 

 
 

5. The upgrading, including 
replacement, of an existing 
network utility that is not a 
permitted activity under rule 
11A.1.5. 

1. The upgrading of the network utility shall 
comply with permitted activity standards 
under rule 11A.1.3. 

1. Any positive effects to be derived for the 
activity;  

2. any opportunities to reduce existing 
adverse effects on sensitive activities; 

3. health and safety; 

4. layout, design, and materials; 

5. visual effects; 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

6. context and surroundings; 

7. effects on sensitive natural features; 

8. effect on natural character;  

9. effects on historic heritage;  

10. visual, character and amenity effects; 

11. ecological or biodiversity effects; 

12. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

13. imposition of conditions accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of RMA. 

 

6. Any new cabinet in Road 
Reserve that is within or 
adjoins any sensitive natural 
feature, historic heritage 
feature or significant amenity 
landscape. 

1. Cabinets shall comply with the permitted 
activity standards under rule 11A.1.11. 

  

1. Any positive effects to be derived for the 
activity;  

2. health and safety; 

3. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 

4. colour and materials of proposed 
structure; 

5. visual, character and amenity effects; 

6. public safety; 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

7. effects on historic heritage; 

8. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management ; and 

9. imposition of conditions accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of RMA. 

 

7. Extensions to, or new above 
ground electricity or 
telecommunication distribution 
and transmission lines, where 
the existing distribution is 
overhead, except in an area 
identified in natural hazard risk 
identified in Policy 11.9 and 
outstanding natural landscape, 
or an ecological area 

 
 

 
1. The extensions to, or new above ground 

electricity or telecommunication distribution 
and transmission lines shall comply with 
permitted activity standards under rule 
11A.1.3. 

1. Any positive effects to be derived for the 
activity;  

2. any opportunities to reduce existing 
adverse effects on sensitive activities; 

3. health and safety; 

4. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 

5. colour and materials of proposed 
structure; 

6. visual, character and amenity effects; 

7. public safety; 

8. effects on sensitive natural features; 

9. effect on natural character;  

10. natural hazard risk management; 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

11. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

12. imposition of conditions accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of RMA 

8. Any mast, with or without 
antenna, or domestic satellite 
dishes that do not comply with 
one or more of the permitted 
activity standards under rules 
11A.1.7, 11A.1.8, and 
11A.1.9. 

1. The extensions to, or new above ground 
electricity or telecommunication distribution 
and transmission lines shall comply with 
permitted activity standards under rule 
11A.1.3. 

 

1. Any positive effects to be derived for the 
activity;  

2. any opportunities to reduce existing 
adverse effects on sensitive activities; 

3. health and safety; 

4. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 

5. colour and materials of proposed 
structure; 

6. visual, character and amenity effects; 

7. public safety; 

8. effects on sensitive natural features; 

9. effect on natural character; 

10. effects on historic heritage; 

11. natural hazard risk management; 

12. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
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11A.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Ma h Council will tters over whic
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

management; and 

13. imposition of conditions accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of RMA. 

 

9. Any new and relocated 
residential building that does 
not comply with any one or 
more of the permitted activity 
standards under 11A.1.13. 

 
 

1. An application shall be made to provide an 
alternative water demand management 
system other than those permitted which 
includes: 

a) An assessment shall be provided that 
demonstrates the system proposed will 
permanently reduce water  demand 
associated with the dwelling unit(s) by 
at least 30% from Household 2007 
summer Average Water Use, without 
adverse impacts on hydrological and 
ecological systems and public health. 

 
b) The system shall include a non-potable 

supply for all outdoor uses associated 
with the dwelling, including garden 
irrigation, and ensure that no outdoor 
taps can be connected to the potable 
public water supply system. 

1. Supply, storage and use of non-potable 
water to the dwelling unit. 

 
2. Effects on public health, ecological and 

hydrological systems. 
 
Criteria for notification:  Applications for 
resource consent in respect of water demand 
management need not be publicly notified, 
the written approval of affected persons will 
not be necessary and notice of the 
application need not be served on any 
person. 
 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 

 

11A.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Reference 

1. Any network utilities that are not 
specifically provided for as a permitted, 
controlled, restricted discretionary activity 
or non-complying, or do not meet more 
than one standard for permitted, 
controlled or restricted discretionary 
activities. 

2. Addition or construction of any building 
(excluding accessory buildings) or 
structure within 20m each side of the 
centreline of high voltage transmission 
lines designed to operate at or over 
110kV (100MVA capacity). 

3. Any underground gas transmission 
pipeline at a pressure of 2000 kilopascals 
or greater and ancillary above ground 
stations/equipment. 

4. Any new and any upgrades to existing 
transformers, substations and switching 
stations distributing electricity and 
ancillary buildings that are not a permitted 
activity under rule 11A.1.11 or a restricted 
discretionary under rule 11A.3.6. 

Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 

a) Open Space Policies 8.8 and 8.14  
b) Working Environment Policies 6.1 and 6.4  
c) Infrastructure Policies 11.1-11.22 
d) Natural Environment Policy 3.21 
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11A.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 

 
1. Any new network utility within a well defined fault avoidance area, a well defined extension fault avoidance area, a coastal hazards 

management area, Stream Corridor, River Corridor or Overflow Path. 
 

 

 
2. Any network utility which does not comply with either permitted activity standard under rule 11A.1.3. 

 

 

 
3. Subdivision that does not comply with one or more of the activity standards for water, wastewater, stormwater or electricity and 

telecommunications under rules 11A.3.3 and 11A.3.4. 
 

 

 
4. Any new or relocated residential building that is not a permitted activity under rules 11A.1.13 and 11A.1.14, or a restricted 

discretionary activity under rule 11A.3.9. 
 

 

 
Notes: 

 Works in close proximity to any electricity line can be dangerous. Compliance with the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice 
34:2002 is mandatory for all buildings, earthworks and mobile plant within close proximity to all electrical lines. 

 Vegetation to be planted within the transmission line corridor (as shown on the planning maps) should be selected and managed to 
ensure that it will not result in that vegetation breaching the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003. To discuss works, 
including tree planting, near any electrical line (especially works within 20m of those lines), contact the line operator. 
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11.5 RENEWABLE ENERGY 

 

11.5.1 Introduction 

 
The definition of ‘natural and physical resources’ in the RMA includes energy so the 
development, use and conservation of energy resources must be addressed by the 
District Plan.   
 
The importance of renewable electricity generation has been recognised in the 
development of the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation 
2011 (NPS REG).  The NPS REG confirms that renewable energy generation, 
regardless of scale, makes a crucial contribution to the well-being of New Zealand, its 
people and the environment, and that any unnecessary barriers to its provision will 
compromise achieving the Government’s renewable electricity target of 90% of the 
country’s electricity from renewable resources by the year 2025.  The District Plan 
must give effect to this NPS. 
 
The District has resources that are suitable for renewable electricity generation, in 
particular wind, solar, wave and hydro energy, and there is potential for generation at 
the domestic, neighbourhood and commercial scale.  
 
At the domestic scale, there are various ways to use natural sources of heat, 
including the orientation of buildings towards the sun to assist passive heating, 
cooling and natural lighting. This can be achieved through subdivision design, or 
energy efficiency of new buildings through orientation and energy efficient building 
materials. Significant gains can also be made through solar water heating or solar 
panels in dwellings. 
 
Additionally at the domestic scale, there is the potential for small scale wind turbines 
generating sufficient electricity for a business, house or similar. Depending on their 
size and location this scale of facility may not create significant effects. Similarly, 
smaller scale hydro-electric schemes may prove viable and create relatively few 
adverse effects. 
 
Larger scale renewable energy developments such as community-scale or 
commercial-scale facilities can bring benefits but have significant adverse effects, as 
can the infrastructure that traverses the land between the generation site and the 
area of demand. Environmental effects include effects on amenity, landscape, 
ecology, cultural and heritage values.  The adverse effects of the distribution network 
are discussed in the network utilities section of this plan. 
 
Given the nature of renewable electricity generation activities, many developments 
are unlikely to be able to internalise all potential adverse effects that they may 
generate within the site. The scale of effects is a function of the activity’s location and 
the sensitivity of the environment in which it is located.  The benefits of renewable 
electricity generation development need to be weighed up against potential adverse 
effects. This requires careful assessment to ensure that the natural environment and 
amenity values are protected. In these situations where the adverse effects are 
unknown or a ‘residual effect’ cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated, it is 
acknowledged that adaptive management, offsetting or environmental compensation 
may be appropriate in accordance with best practice – refer to the National Policy 
Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation, 2011, policies C1 and C2.   
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11.5.2 Policies 

 

Policy 11.23 Renewable electricity generation activities Reference. 

Objective 
2.20 

The local, regional and national benefits to be derived from renewable 
electricity will be recognised by supporting the development, operation, 
maintenance and upgrading of renewable electricity generation activities, 
including domestic and community-scale distributed renewable electricity 
generation, provided adverse effects are mitigated. 

 

 
Explanation 
There are significant benefits available at the local, regional and national level from 
the development of renewable electricity generation activities. The District offers 
opportunities for the development of renewable electricity generation activities. As 
growth and development occurs there will be increasing pressure on the current 
sources of electricity and further pressure to create new sources of electricity. The 
benefits to be derived from the use and development of renewable electricity are to 
be considered within the wider context of central government project and policy 
framework to address climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.  This 
framework includes a focus on both a continued improvement in energy efficiency 
and an increase in consumer electricity to be supplied from renewable sources.  
 
Distributed generation can contribute towards a more secure and environmentally-
friendly energy future. 
 
The policy provides for the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity 
Generation, 2011, policies A, E1, E2, and E3, and the Regional Policy Statement for 
the Wellington region, 2009, policies 6 and 10.  
 
 

Policy 11.24 Investigation and identification Reference. 

The investigation, identification and assessment of potential sites and 
energy sources for renewable electricity generation will be provided for. 

Objective 
2.20 

 
Explanation 
The Council acknowledges that there are significant benefits available at a local, 
regional and national level from the development of renewable energy generation 
activities. 
 
The Policy provides for the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity 
Generation, 2011, policy G.   
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Policy 11.25 Proximity to Planning Features Reference. 

Objective 
2.20 

Objective 
2.5 

Objective 
2.7 

Objective 
2.9 

Objective 
2.2 

Renewable energy generation activities will be managed to avoid areas of 
hazard risk and adverse effects on sensitive natural features and historic 
heritage values in any of the following areas as identified on District Plan 
maps: 

a) well defined fault avoidance area; 

b) well defined extension fault avoidance area; 

c) coastal hazards management areas;  

d) open space (conservation and scenic) zone; 

e) an outstanding natural landscape; 

f) an ecological site; or 

g) historic heritage identified in schedule 10.1 - historic heritage.  

 

 
Explanation 
While renewable energy generation activities provide recognised environmental 
benefits, it is also acknowledged that renewable energy development can have 
adverse effects that must be carefully considered. The range of different sources of 
renewable energy leads to the potential for differing effects on the environment. The 
nature and scale of effects will vary depending on the scale and location of the 
activity and the characteristics of the surrounding area. Potential effects include 
adverse visual impacts, impacts on indigenous flora and fauna, culturally and 
historically significant areas and noise effects. While standards in the plan permit 
some renewable energy generation activities, those that are of a significant scale or 
do not meet the standards will require effects on the environment to be fully 
assessed through the resource consent process, weighing the benefits along with the 
environmental effects. 
 
The guidance provided in the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority’s 
publication, ‘Domestic-scale distributed generation – Guidance for local government’ 
provides useful context.  The latest version is available from the EECA website 
(www.eeca.govt.nz). 
 
Council has adopted a precautionary and risk based approach to hazard 
management.  The approach includes avoiding development in areas subject to high 
risk from hazards, particularly if the risk can not be removed though mitigation or 
specific design.   
 
Where schemes require the damming or diversion of a watercourse or the placement 
of a structure in its bed or in the Coastal Marine Area (CMA), resource consent from 
Wellington Regional Council will be required.  National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management, 2011, also affects hydroelectricity generation.  It provides 
direction and guidance on the framework required at a regional level to avoid over 
allocation of freshwater.  New hydroelectric development will need to operate within 
that framework. 
 
The policy provides for the National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity 
Generation, 2011, policies C1 and C2, and the Regional Policy Statement for the 
Wellington region, 2009, policies 21, 25 and 28.   
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Policy 11.26 Reverse sensitivity on existing renewable energy 
generation facilities 

Reference. 

New subdivisions, development and land use activities shall be designed 
and located so that they will not adversely affect the operation and 
maintenance of existing lawfully established renewable energy generation 
facilities.  

Objective 
2.20 

 
Explanation 
Subdivision and development has the potential to impede the operation, maintenance 
and upgrading of existing lawfully established and consented but unconstructed 
renewable energy generation facilities including those that have been consented but 
are yet to be constructed.  It is necessary to ensure third party activities are managed 
in a way that avoids reverse sensitivity effects on renewable energy generation 
facilities.  
 
The policy provides for National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Generation, 
2011, Policy D. 
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Policy 11.27 Assessment Criteria Reference. 

The following assessment criteria will be applied when considering 
resource consent applications for the development, construction, 
operation, maintenance and upgrading of renewable electricity generation 
activities: 

a) the positive effects derived from the proposal including; 
i. the contribution to Central Government energy policy 

objectives and renewable energy targets; 
ii. the contribution the proposal will make to the security of 

supply and increased energy interdependence for the district; 
iii. the contribution to economic benefits for regional and local 

economy; 
iii. any other positive benefits that the proposal is able to 

generate; 
b) the effects of traffic and vehicle movements; 
c) the extent to which the activity may exacerbate or be adversely 

affected by natural hazards; 
d) the actual and potential noise effects of the proposal including 

compliance with NZS 6808:2010 Acoustics Wind Farm Noise, any 
other relevant standards or District Plan noise provision for the 
zone in which the activity is located, as appropriate; 

e) visual effects including: 
i. the impact on local character; 

ii. the extent to which the proposal will be visually dominant from 
residences, key public places, viewing points, the beach, 
Kāpiti Island and significant recreational areas; 

iii. the effect on the natural character of the coastal environment; 
iv. the extent to which any aspect of the facility can be sited 

underground; 
v. the scale and height of the utility structures for renewable 

electricity generation facilities including turbines; 
f) ecological impacts of the proposed development including: 

i. the extent to which vegetation will be removed during 
construction; 

ii. the sensitivity of the site of disturbance including land 
stability; 

iii. the extent of earthworks proposed, including access tracks, 
roads and building platforms and the rehabilitation proposed,  
the effects of runoff on the catchment and how these can be 
managed; 

iv. the effect on birds and other fauna, either migratory species or 
resident populations on site; 

g) the impact of the proposal on: 
i. sites of significance to tangata whenua 

ii. historic heritage 
iii. geological values; 
iv. landscape features; 
v. amenity values of the surrounding environment including from 

any electromagnetic interference, vibration and turbine blade 
shadow or glare flicker; 

h) the electromagnetic effects of the proposal, including effects on 
existing telecommunications; 

Objective 
2.20 
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i) impacts on the use and future development potential of sites within 
the immediate vicinity of the renewable electricity generation 
facility, in particular the sustainability of the rural land resource; 

j) the impact on aviation, navigation and existing network utilities; 
k) the technical and operational requirements of energy generation 

and distribution operations and infrastructure; 
l) cumulative effects of all of above. 

 
 
Explanation 
Where effects that are more than minor arise with renewable energy generation 
facilities, it is usually because the location within which is it placed is significant or 
valued in some way (e.g. a landscape, heritage or recreation area).  Most activities 
within these areas will give rise to effects, but some activities may still be appropriate. 
In these cases, the Council wants to retain control over where and how these 
activities occur. 
 
The assessment criteria are designed to guide both the applicant and the Council in 
providing clarity around the matters that are to be assessed. 
 
The methods in the New Zealand standard are commonly used on large-scale wind 
farms, and are not usually required or suitable for micro-wind turbine installations. 
 
 

Policy 11.28 Incentives  Reference. 

Objective 
2.20 

Objective 
2.15 

Where new development that exhibits permanent or long-term net benefits 
to the natural environment as a result of a substantial net increase in the 
use of exemplary methods to promote the efficient end use of energy and 
renewable energy generation, may qualify for development incentives.  
Proposals must provide sufficient information relating to: 

 
a) whether or not permanent achievement of the benefit(s) can be 

realised, and descriptions of any legal instruments to be utilised to 
achieve those benefits; and 

b) the extent to which the positive effects achieved by the proposal 
offsets any increase in adverse effect generated by the development 
incentive(s) applied for. 

 

 
Explanation 
The Council encourages activities to provide a significant and permanent (or at least 
long-term) benefit to the natural environment by offering opportunities for increased 
scales of development as a ‘reward’. 
 
In general, the area or site to which the activity applies should also be the area or site 
to which the benefit and incentives will be available. There may be instances, 
however, where this need not be the case. For example, applicants for a wind farm or 
solar power generation facility may achieve a net environmental benefit on the 
renewable electricity generation site and the additional development bonus applied to 
adjacent, more appropriate land. The net effect is that the total development enabled 
uses less energy than is generated by the renewable electricity generation facility 
and there are no significant adverse effects. 
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In order to ensure amenity is not unduly compromised in the surrounding area, 
however, specific consideration must still to be given to the net effect of allowing for 
any development bonus. This may require a weighting exercise where the positive 
effects provided by the net benefit are balanced against the adverse effects 
generated by the bonus.  
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Renewable electricity generation RULES AND STANDARDS 

The following table sets out the rules and standards for renewable electricity generation. 
 
The following rules apply to all zones unless specified otherwise. The rules in this section shall take precedence if there is overlap between 
the rules in this section and those elsewhere in the Plan. Where there is no overlap all other rules and standards shall apply as well as those 
in this section, unless specifically stated to the contrary.  
 
 
 
Rule 11B.0. Applicability of Rules 11B.1 – 11B.5 
 
 
Rules 11B.1 to 11B.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 11B.1 to 11B.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, hazardous 
substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than 
expressed below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 

11B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 

1. The operation, maintenance, 
enhancement, refurbishment, 
replacement or upgrading of 
renewable electricity 
generation facilities all zones 

1. The operation, maintenance, enhancement, refurbishment, replacement or upgrading shall be 
within its permitted envelop for the zone in which it is located. 
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11B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
 

2. Any solar panel mounted to 
any building. 

 

 
1. For the purposes of calculating maximum building height and height in relation to boundary 

any solar panel erected on, or anchored to, the building  shall be excluded where it does not 
breach the maximum permitted height or height envelope for the zone in which it is located 
by more than 1metre (measured vertically).  

 
2. The following additional standards also apply to heritage buildings listed in Schedule 10.1 – 

Historic Heritage: 
 

a. Any solar panels shall be located on a roof plane which is not visible from any adjacent 
public areas; 

 
b. Solar panels are to be aligned with the plane of the roof. 

 

 

3. Roof mounted domestic-scale 
wind turbines. 

 

1. Any roof mounted domestic-scale wind turbine shall: 

a)  be subject to the height in relation to boundary and noise standard for the zone in which 
they are located; 

b) not be located within an Outstanding Natural Landscape or Ecological Site or on a site 
containing an item listed in Schedule10.1 - Historic Heritage; and 

 
c) not exceed the permitted height limit for the zone in which it is located by more than 2 

metres. 
 
 

 

 
4. Freestanding domestic-scale 

wind turbines. 
 

1. Any freestanding domestic-scale wind turbine shall: 

a) Be subject to the height in relation to boundary and noise standards for the zone in which 
they are located; 
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11B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

b) shall not be located within an Outstanding Natural Landscape or Significant Amenity 
Landscape, or Ecological Site or on a site containing an item listed in Schedule 10.1 - 
Historic Heritage; 

 
c) in the Living Zones, the wind turbines shall not exceed 8 metres in height from original 

ground level. In all other zones, the wind turbine shall not exceed the permitted activity 
height limit by more than 4 metres; and 

 
d) the maximum number of turbines per lot shall not exceed 1. 

 

5. The identification and 
assessment of potential sites 
and energy sources for 
renewable electricity 
generation and research-scale 
investigation into emerging 
renewable electricity 
generation technologies and 
method, including: 

a) The erection of 
meteorological masts;  

b) Digging test pits, drilling 
boreholes, constructing 
investigation drives and 
removing samples to 
investigate geological 
conditions 

c) Installation of 
instruments into drill 
holes for monitoring 

 
1. All New Zealand Standards in relation to noise, radio frequency emissions and any other 

emissions are compiled with; 

2. All structures shall be subject to the height in relation to boundary  and yard requirements for 
the zone in which they are located; 

 
3. Any temporary meteorological mast(s) shall not exceed 80 metres in the rural zone and 20 

metres in all other zones; 
 

4. No temporary meteorological mast(s) shall be located within any Outstanding Natural 
Landscape or Ecological Site or on a site containing an item listed in Schedule 10.1 - Historic 
Heritage. 

 
5. Any ground disturbance or structures are to be removed and the site reinstated to its pre-

installation state within 5 years of installation. This shall include the removal of all structures 
and materials and any concrete pad associated with the monitoring programme. 

 
6. The Council shall be informed of: 

a) The location of the proposed mast(s) site at least 1 month prior to the installation of the 
mast(s). 
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11B.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standar sd  Reference. 
groundwater levels and 
land movement 

d) Erecting survey 
monuments and 
installing instruments to 
monitor land movement 

e) Installing flumes and 
weirs to measure water 
flows 

f) Erecting telemetry 
stations for the 
transmission of 
instrument data 

g) Installing micro-seismic 
stations to measure 
micro-seismic activity 
and ground noise 

h) Erection of signs or 
notices giving warning of 
danger 

 

b) Any subsequent relocation of any mast(s) within the monitoring area. 
c) When the mast(s) have been removed and the site reinstated after the monitoring 

programme (no more than 5 years after the mast(s) have been installed). 
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11B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Reference. 

1. Solar panels not complying 
with one of the permitted 
activity standards. 

 

 
1. Any positive effects to be derived from 

the activity; 

2. suitability of the site for the proposed 
activity; 

3. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 

4. effects on historic heritage; 

5. effects on sensitive natural features; 

6. visual, character and amenity effects;  

7. effects on natural character; 

8. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

9. imposition of conditions in accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of RMA. 

 

2. Domestic-scale renewable 
wind turbines mounted on a 
building or freestanding, or 
wind monitoring mast(s) which 
does not comply with one of 
the permitted activity 
standards. 

1. The structure shall not be located within an 
Outstanding Natural Landscape, Significant 
Amenity Landscape or Ecological Site, site 
containing an item listed in Schedule 10.1 - 
historic heritage. 

1. Any positive effects to be derived from 
the activity; 

2. health and safety; 

3. suitability of the site for the proposed 
activity; 

4. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 
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11B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Reference. 

5. effects on historic heritage; 

6. effects on sensitive natural features; 

7. visual, character and amenity effects;  

8. natural character effects; 

9. natural hazard risk management; 

10. noise effects; 

11. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

12. imposition of conditions in accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of the RMA. 

3. Land based structures that 
support in-stream hydro or 
ocean energy investigation 
and electricity generation  

 

1. The structure shall be located within the rural 
zone, any open space zone or river corridor 
zone. 

 
2. The activity is set back at least 200m from 

any Residential Zone. 
 
3. Any building, structure or impermeable 

surface shall not exceed a footprint of 25m2 

and a total of 50m2 on any one site. 
 
4. Any building or structure shall not be located 

within an existing esplanade reserve or strip. 

1. Any positive effects to be derived from 
the proposal; 

2. suitability of the site for the proposed 
activity; 

3. public safety; 

4. adequacy of site (e.g. geotechnical or 
hydrological) investigations; 

5. layout, design and location of proposed 
structure; 

6. traffic effects; 
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11B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
re rict its discretion  st

Reference. 

 
5. Any building or structure shall not be located 

within an Outstanding Natural Landscape or 
Ecological Site. 

 
6. No land based structure to support in-stream 

hydro shall be located on a site containing an 
item listed on schedule 10.1 for Historic 
Heritage.  

 
7. The structure is not located on any unformed 

legal road. 

7. effects on historic heritage; 

8. effects on sensitive natural features; 

9. visual, character and amenity effects;  

10. effects on natural character; 

11. natural hazard risk management; 

12. noise effects; 

13. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

14. imposition of conditions in accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of RMA. 

 

4. Community-scale renewable 
electricity generation activities, 
including support structures, 
access and transmission. 

 
 

 
1. The site shall not be located within an 

Outstanding Natural Landscape or Ecological 
Site. 

 
2. The site shall not contain an item listed in 

Schedule 10.1 of Historic Heritage. 
 
3. All devices and supporting structures 

attached to the land shall cover a total area 
of no more than 3000m2 (excluding any 
support wires) within the community scale 
renewable energy development project. 

1. Any positive effects to be derived from 
the proposal; 

2. public safety; 

3. traffic effects; 

4. suitability of the site for the proposed 
activity; 

5. adequacy of site (e.g. geotechnical, 
meteorological, hydrological) 
investigations; 

6. extend of earthworks; 
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11B.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Reference. 

 
4. All structures shall be set back a distance of 

not less than three times the height of the 
generating device (including support 
structures) from the boundary of any other 
site, any road and any above ground 
communication or electrical lines.  
 

7. layout, design and location of proposal; 

8. effects on historic heritage; 

9. effects on sensitive natural features; 

10. visual, character and amenity effects;  

11. effects on natural character; 

12. natural hazard risk management; 

13. noise and lighting effects;  

14. effects on public access;  

15. adequacy of the methods of 
mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management; and 

16. imposition of conditions in accordance 
with section 102 and 108 of RMA. 
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11B.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 

1. Any renewable electricity 
generation activity not provided 
for as a permitted, restricted 
discretionary or non-complying 
activity or which does not 
comply with 2 or more 
permitted activity standards. 

2. The installation or upgrade of 
any commercial-scale 
renewable energy generation 
activity, located in the rural 
zone, provided it is not located 
within an Outstanding Natural 
Landscape or Ecological Site. 

Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 

a) Open Space Policies 8.8 and 8.14  
b) Working Environment Policies 6.1 and 6.4  
c) Infrastructure Policies 11.23-11.28 
d) Natural Environment Policy 3.21 
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11B.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities  Ref. 
1. The construction, operation or upgrade of any renewable electricity generation activity located (entirely or partially) within an 

Ecological Site, Outstanding Natural Landscape, in a site containing an item listed in Schedule 10.1 – Historic Heritage, except 
where provided for in rule 11B.1.2. 
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11.6 ACCESS AND TRANSPORT 

 

11.6.1 Introduction 

Transportation is a means of getting from A to B by any mode. Transport 
infrastructure is a physical resource under the Resource Management Act 1991, and 
must therefore be sustainably managed. The operation of transport systems is also a 
land use activity by virtue of section 9(3) of the RMA. 
 
Transportation issues fall into two broad categories: 

1. the effects of transportation on the environment 
2. the effects of the development and land use on transportation. 

 
This introduction sets out the key transportation issues within the District.  
 
Changes to the State Highway Network 
In 2010 the Government identified seven roads of national significance (RoNS) that 
are linked to New Zealand’s economic prosperity. The Wellington Northern Corridor 
(Levin to Wellington Airport) is one these, and requires upgrading to reduce traffic 
congestion, improve safety and support economic growth in New Zealand. 
 
The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) is charged with delivering these 
highway projects within the next 10 years. As of 2012, there are four NZTA projects 
in the Kapiti Coast District which are in various stages of development, as outlined 
below. 
 

1. Transmission Gully (TG) project 
The Transmission Gully project is a designated 27-kilometre link between MacKays 
Crossing and Linden. The designated route is shown in the planning maps.   
 

2. MacKays to Peka Peka (M2PP) Expressway 
The MacKays to Peka Peka Expressway project is a planned four-lane expressway 
with associated local road improvements and connections. 
 

3. Peka Peka to Otaki (PP2O) 
NZTA propose a bypass of Otaki, consisting of a four-lane expressway. This will 
reduce the congestion commonly experienced when travelling on SH1 through Otaki. 
 

4. Otaki to north of Levin. 
NZTA has identified 30km between Otaki and north of Levin for improvements. 
 
 
 
Roading and Sustainable Transport 
Roads play an important role in meeting the needs of Kapiti residents and the 
economy. However, urban areas often suffer poor amenity due to the domination of 
road infrastructure. High car usage also contributes to congestion and environmental 
degradation. More sustainable modes such as walking, cycling and public transport 
can be more effective ways of moving people especially when all effects and costs 
are considered. A wider range of people are able to use these modes, such as young 
and older people without cars, therefore making transport more equitable. 
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Land use and transport integration  
Urban form and transport are inextricably linked.  Development of transport 
infrastructure is a considerable investment and is costly to maintain.  Planning the 
integration of land use and transport can make efficient use of existing transportation 
investment, and open opportunities to improve transport choice that enable the 
community to improve their wellbeing and reduce overall costs.  
 
At present, the Kapiti Coast has a dispersed land use pattern. This often discourages 
many residents from using sustainable modes of transport and as a consequence 
results in relatively high rates of private vehicle travel, both within and out of the 
District.  
 
Land use activities including subdivision and development can significantly influence 
travel behaviour. For example, residential development near services (such as health 
services, schools, local shops and public transport routes or stops) can reduce the 
need for private vehicle travel and increase walking, cycling and public transport 
patronage. Conversely, dispersed forms of development, cul-de-sacs and poorly 
connected communities can increase the reliance on private vehicles.
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11.6.2 Transport Policies 

 

Policy 11.29 – Integrated transport and urban form Reference 

Objectives 
2.14 & 
2.16 

Development and subdivision will be integrated with and consistent with the transport 
network hierarchy, and undertaken in a manner and at a rate to ensure: 

a) the transport network is capable of serving the projected demand; 
b) the location of development is appropriate, including the co-location of compatible 

developments and land use and transport networks to reduce unnecessary travel; 
c) travel time and distance to services are minimised;  
d) development is consistent with Council’s Subdivision and Development Principles 

and Requirements (SDPR); and 
e) enhanced community connectivity is achieved, resulting in more efficient travel 

patterns from the community. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
This policy builds on policy 11.6 (Infrastructure and Development) and ensures that 
major developments should be developed in locations with good access to and at a 
rate that supports the transport network, including major roads, rail corridors and the 
District’s network of cycleways, walkways and bridleways. 
 
Generally, land use will lead transport development and therefore it is imperative that 
new developments or areas of projected growth (including infill) are supported by 
adequate transport infrastructure. For example, Medium Density Housing should 
generally be designed to ensure residents can access most services (shops, public 
transport etc) within 400 metre (approximately a five minute walk), and high traffic-
generating non-residential uses should be located in areas with adequate transport 
infrastructure. 
 
In addition to location of subdivision and development, the appropriate design of 
subdivision and development can ensure that the transport and service infrastructure 
is provided in an efficient manner and enables convenient and safe use of living 
environments and wider areas of the District. Developments with poor connectivity 
require longer trips to access services compared to developments with a well 
connected transport network. For example, long cul de sacs limit connectivity, safety 
and efficiency.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 11.30 – Sustainable transport and maximising mode 
choice 

Reference 

Objective 
2.14  

Development and subdivision will be integrated with a transport system that offers a wide 
range of travel mode choices, which connects residents to essential community services, 
centres and social infrastructure, through: 

a) transport orientated development; 
b) well-integrated and connected communities; 
c) development that is conducive to active modes of travel, particularly walkable 

communities which reduce demand for vehicular travel, particularly by private 
vehicle; 

d) land use that is integrated with the transport network; 
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e) improved public transport services to the district; 
f) travel plans, simple transport assessments or transport statements for major traffic 

volume activities as part of an application for consent for new developments;  
g) consistency with Council’s Subdivision and Development Principles and 

Requirements (SDPR); and 
h) development that ensures adequate access and space for all modes, including 

pedestrians, people with mobility problems, cyclists, public transport and private 
car travel. 

 
 
Explanation 
The way in which development and subdivision is undertaken can, over time, change 
the travel patterns of the community to a more sustainable form, and encourage the 
use of more sustainable modes of transport. How the transport network itself is 
developed, operated, maintained and upgraded can also, over time, change the 
travel patterns of the community to a more sustainable form.  
 
There are significant local, regional and national benefits from increasing the range of 
and accessibility to travel mode choices and reducing the need to travel in the 
District. Ensuring that mode choices are available can increase people’s healthy 
(active) travel options (eg. walking and cycling) and decrease the reliance on the 
road network for private vehicles to access services. The way in which development 
and subdivision is undertaken has a key influence on how much travel is required to 
access services. The ability to work from home and walk to local shops minimises the 
need to travel by less-sustainable modes such as private car. The appropriate 
location of developments and services (such as the co-location of compatible 
developments eg. residential apartments close to public transport nodes and routes 
or near employment centres) is one way of minimising the need to travel. 
 
A range of mode choices also adds resilience to a transport network currently 
dominated by roads primarily designed for cars. Should roads and cars not be able to 
function as they do now (eg. Increased petrol prices or a natural disaster), a range of 
mode choices enhances the resilience of the District’s transport network. 
 
Access and road design must take into account the transport user hierarchy to 
address the current imbalance in access for all modes. For example, road 
improvements must provide facilities for pedestrians, the mobility impaired and 
cyclists as a first priority. This may mean that even if a roundabout is the most 
efficient means of managing vehicle traffic, consideration must be given to 
pedestrians, mobility impaired users and cyclists, when designing the road 
improvements, to ensure all road users are adequately provided for.  
 
At a micro scale, subdivision and development form and location can also affect the 
amount of traffic generation. Ensuring development is consistent with Council’s 
identified growth areas and SDPR is a means of ensuring travel is minimised relative 
to the status quo. Other methods include travel plans, simple transport assessments 
and transport statements which focus on achieving the lowest practical level of single 
occupancy vehicle trips to or from a site and widening the use of other travel modes. 
They assist in the wider aims of encouraging sustainable travel, improving health, 
and reducing congestion, energy consumption and pollution.    
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Policy 11.31 – An efficient and economic transport network Reference 

Objectives 
2.14 & 
2.16 

The development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of the transport network will 
increase the economic vitality of the District by ensuring: 

1. promoting reliable access to basic social, civic and day to day services (such as 
health services, schools and local shopping facilities) consistent with the transport 
network hierarchy map; 

2. promoting timely and reliable access of freight and goods for processing and 
markets, without compromising the amenity of living and other sensitive activities, 
consistent with the freight hierarchy map; and 

3. promoting reliable access of workers to employment, with a priority placed on local 
employment access but a recognition of links with regional employment. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The transport network plays a crucial role in the economic vitality of the District. 
Severe delays caused by an inefficient transport network would discourage potential 
investors and negatively affect Kapiti Coast residents. However, the provision of 
unrestrained general mobility would not produce a balanced and appropriate 
transport network. Therefore community investment to reduce constraints on travel 
accessibility and congestion should be based on the transport network hierarchy. 
 
Freight routes designed to move freight in the most efficient manner are shown on 
the freight hierarchy (see transport network hierarchy map). Cycleway, Walkway and 
Bridleway (CWB) networks can also add to a vibrant economy of the District. Any 
conflict between transport users must be managed to ensure safety and efficiency 
are sufficiently balanced. 
 
The transport network hierarchy will be used to assist in determining:  
(a) The appropriateness of particular effects of land use activities in various localities.  
(b) The appropriate standards of access for properties and activities.  
(c) Appropriate environmental outcomes.  
 
The transport network hierarchy enables Council and the public to quickly determine 
the status of any particular transport route and assess what effect a new 
development may have on that route. The hierarchy has been determined upon the 
basis of the route’s importance to the District, its main purpose, and the volumes of 
traffic it carries/is designed to carry. Standards of access in relation to the hierarchy 
have been determined so as to mitigate the effects that particular activities may have 
on the route.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 11.32 – Effects of transport on land use/development Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

The potential adverse effects of development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of the 
transport network on land use and development will be minimised by: 

a) ensuring that new habitable buildings and future noise sensitive activities within 
close proximity to roads identified as excessive noise routes are protected from the 
adverse effects of road traffic noise; 

b) avoiding the significant adverse effects of earthworks associated with the transport 
network; 

c) ensuring that new habitable buildings and future sensitive activities within close 
proximity to transport systems generating more than minor effects are protected 
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from the adverse effects of the transport network by ensuring that development of 
the transport network will: 

a. minimise degradation of amenity values; 
b. avoid unacceptable levels of noise and vibration, including from strategic 

arterial routes; 
c. minimise disruption or destruction of plant and wildlife habitats; 
d. minimise modification or destruction of historic heritage; 
e. minimise community severance and other social effects; 
f. minimise loss of productive land and loss of private property; 
g. minimise pollution of water resources (eg, stormwater quality and quantity, 

increased siltation of water bodies due to road construction, disruption of 
water bodies through the use of culverts and piping which can affect fish 
migration); 

h. avoid unacceptable levels of emissions to air; 
i. minimise adverse effects on pedestrian and cyclist safety and amenity 

including availability and safety of walkways, footpaths, cycle lanes, tracks, 
level and impacts of weather protection (including shade); and 

j. avoid significant adverse effects of the transport of hazardous substances. 
 
 
Explanation 
The transportation system (particularly road and rail), may have potential adverse 
effects on the environment (land use) such as those listed in policy 11.32. 
 
The location of hazardous substance storage facilities, and the transportation of 
hazardous substances on the transport network, may also have potential adverse 
environmental effects.  
 
Protecting land use activities from the effects on the transport network is another 
issue which arises when sensitive activities (eg. residential habitable buildings, 
medical facilities, ecological sites and water collection areas) establish near an 
existing transport network and then subsequently complain about the effects from the 
existing transport network and is affected by the adverse effects of the existing 
transport network. This is defined as reverse sensitivity. 
 
The transport network is interconnected, and a change in one part of the system may 
often have unforeseen operational and land use consequences (e.g., extra train 
services at peak times may cause traffic delays at road crossings down the track, or 
extra retail parking can prevent the installation of bus lanes or cycle lanes). Equally, 
land use decisions may also have an unintended effect on the operation of the 
transport network and system (e.g. high traffic-generating land uses such as large 
format retail may strain existing roading networks). 
 
 
 
 

Policy 11.33 – Effects of land use on transport Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

The potential adverse effects on the transport network from development and subdivision 
will be minimised by identifying proposed transport routes likely to be required long term 
as part of the Kapiti Coast transport network and having regard to these when considering 
applications for subdivision or development. 
 

 

Explanation 
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Land use activities can impact on aspects of the District’s transportation system. In 
particular, adverse effects on safety, responsiveness, integration and sustainability of 
the system may occur, such as: 

1. generation of traffic / increased volumes  
2. parking, loading and turning impacts  
3. light and glare  
4. vehicle visibility and safe sightlines  
5. accessways and crossings (side friction) 
6. hazardous substance storage facilities in relation to the network  
7. traffic safety, including from signage and distractions at intersections  
8. reverse sensitivity from locating residential activities close to busy transport 

routes  
9. increased pressure to lower speed limits, impacts on travel time, congestion 

and other impacts on the sustainability of through routes  
 
Poor land use decisions can have long lasting effects on the transport network such 
as intensifying growth in areas poorly served by public transport and requiring more 
private motor vehicle trips. Ensuring land use decisions are not made in isolation of 
the transport network (current and future) will result in better integration of land use 
and transport which helps to minimise the need for unsustainable travel and provide 
positive environmental, social and economic benefits. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 11.34 – Safety Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

The safety of all transport users will be enhanced during the development, operation, 
maintenance and upgrading of the transport network, by: 

a) implementing the principles set out in Appendix XX - Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines; and 

b) requiring that all developments provide for safe vehicular and pedestrian access, 
and have adequate visibility (sight lines). 

 

 

 
Explanation 
Safety of transport users is a crucial factor which can be affected by many issues. 
The Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines (see 
Appendix XX) outline the methods to be adopted to ensure safety of pedestrians. 
 
The type and location of vehicular access onto a site affects the safety of all transport 
users (eg. private cars and pedestrians). Safe site access for vehicles must also 
ensure safety for pedestrians walking on a footpath across the site access and 
through the access to the site (ie. The site access must sufficiently provide for safe 
vehicle and pedestrian access without undue risk of conflict).  
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Policy 11.35 – Parking Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

All new subdivision and development shall provide for safe vehicular and pedestrian 
access and appropriate vehicle parking areas by: 

a) providing parking consistent with parking standards; 
b) supplying adequate off street parking to meet the demand of the land use while 

having regard to the following factors: 
i. the intensity, duration location and management of the activity. 

ii. the adequacy of parking in the location and adjacent areas. 
iii. the classification and use of the road (as per transport network hierarchy), and 

the speed restrictions that apply. 
iv. the nature of the site, in particular its capacity to accommodate parking. 
v. the characteristics of the previous activity that utilised the site;  

c) taking effects on neighbouring areas into account when designing the location, 
layout and number of parking spaces (including car and cycle parks and car parks 
for people with disabilities); and 

d) ensuring the location, layout and number of disability carparks and cycle parks is 
safe, user-friendly and appropriate. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
The availability of car parking has a major influence on the means of transport people 
choose for their journeys. Evidence suggests that when someone determines how 
they will travel to a place (particularly for the journey to work) the amount of parking 
available can be more significant than the availability of public transport, even for 
locations well served by public transport. Car parking also takes up a large amount of 
space in development, is costly to business and reduces building densities. 
Identifying the appropriate amount of parking in new development (and in the 
expansion and change of use in existing development) is essential, as part of a 
package of planning and transport measures to promote sustainable travel choices. 
At the same time, the amount of good quality cycle parking in developments should 
be increased to promote more cycle use.  
 
As part of a package of planning and transport measures, the amount of parking 
required to be provided in association with development will: 

a) promote sustainable transport choices; 
b) give developers the option (through the resource consent process via travel 

plans etc) to provide fewer car parks than required by the parking standards; 
c) encourage the shared use of parking, particularly in town centres and as part 

of major proposals: for example offices and leisure uses (such as cinemas) 
might share parking because the peak levels of use do not coincide, provided 
adequate attention is given at the design stage; 

 
In district centres where there are identified issues of vitality and viability, the need to 
regenerate such centres may require a more flexible approach to the provision of 
public car parking to serve the district centre as a whole.  
 
Disability carparks and cycle parks should be located as close as practically possible 
to doors to buildings or entrances to facilities to ensure the walking distance for 
people with disabilities is minimised and that cycle parking is close to where cyclists 
want to go and that security is increased by having bicycle parking in a highly visible 
location. 
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Policy 11.36 – Cycling, walking and bridleway links and safety Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

Subdivision, use and development will be as far as practicable, located and designed to 
make walking and cycling safer, more enjoyable and convenient in accordance with the 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Guidelines set out in Schedule 
XX and the following principles: 

a) new street linkages will provide safe pedestrian access to shops and services and 
public transport nodes;  

b) subdivision and development will enable cycle and pedestrian routes, both on and 
off road, that offer good continuity and avoid large blocks that severe connectivity;  

c) development will provide for convenient cycle parking facilities in centres; and  
d) pedestrian and cycle routes will have well designed and built facilities including 

surface conditions, lighting, signage and passive surveillance from adjacent 
development.  

 

 

 
Explanation 
There are opportunities to improve the attractiveness of walking and cycling by 
providing greater accessibility through our urban areas by, ensuring that walking and 
cycling are more direct and convenient than travel by car. Current issues can be 
summarised as: 

 walking, cycling and bridleways networks are incomplete and disconnected, 
especially in urban areas but also between them; 

 new routes (both off-road and on-road) will be needed to complete the 
networks; 

 there is a need to establish greater accessibility for walking, cycling and horse 
riding to give equal status with driving; and 

 both recreational and day-to-day users need to be accommodated. 
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Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 11C.0. Applicability of Rules 11C.1 – 11C.5 
 
 
Rules 11C.1 to 11C.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 11C.1 to 11C.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 11 and 12 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport 
and hazardous substances; and 

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than 
expressed below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
1. Maintenance and Repair of 

Roads 
1. Compliance with Noise standards in Chapter 12; and 
2. Compliance with Council’s SDPR. 
 

Policy X.Y, W.X 
& Z.Y 

2. Traffic generation to/ from 
any activity or site 

1. In living zones and rural zones: 
a. Up to 50 vehicles per day (v.p.d) on Strategic Arterial Routes 
b. Up to 40 v.p.d on Major Community Connector Routes 
c. Up to 30 v.p.d on Centres Routes  
d. Up to 20 v.p.d on any other route  

 
2. In working zones and open space zones: 

a. The lesser of, up to a maximum of 200 vehicles per day (v.p.d) or 50 vehicles per 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, pr orresponding permitted standards (unless ovided that they comply with all c
otherwise specified) and diagram n schedule A os i f this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities St na dards Reference. 
peak hour (in any one hour period). 

 
3. Property access and loading 

for vehicles 
 

1. Access - every property shall provide vehicular access over land or by mutual right of way or 
service lane for parking and/or loading and shall be in accordance with Diagram A2 (Schedule 
A). 

 
2. Access - all vehicle accesses shall be designed, constructed and maintained to ensure that:  
 

a. they are able to be used in all weather conditions, 
 

b. they have no adverse impact on the roadside drainage system, and 
 

c. surface water and detritus (including gravel and silt) does not migrate onto the 
highway pavement. 

 
3. Access - all accesses shall be a minimum of 3m wide (except for commercial activities where 

the minimum shall be 6m) and a maximum of 9m wide. 
 
4. Access - sites containing non-residential activities and which provide more than 6 carparks, 

shall provide two-way accesses which shall be a minimum of 6m wide. 
 
5. Access to/from a state highway - sites that only have access via a state highway shall only 

have one crossing point and shall be in accordance with Diagrams A1 and A2 (Schedule A). 
 
6. Access spacing - at intersections (except on strategic arterial routes) carrying traffic volumes of 

1,000 vehicles or more in any peak hour, or at which traffic signals are operating, no part of a 
crossing point shall be located within 30 metres of an intersection or within 60 metres on the 
departure side of an urban state highway intersection. 

Note - The distance is measured from the intersecting point of the kerb lines or road edge lines. 
 
7. Access spacing - Where a site is located near an intersection having volumes less than 1,000 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
vehicles in any peak hour; the minimum distance between the crossing point and the roadway 
edge or kerb line shall be: 

 
a. 9.0 metres measured from the intersecting point of the kerb lines or road edge 

lines or 4.5 metres from the tangent point of the kerb lines or road edge whichever 
is greater.  

 
b. 12.0 metres where a "Stop" or "Give Way" control exists on the roadway measured 

from the intersecting point of the kerb lines or road edge lines. 
 
8. Access spacing for state highways - the minimum distance between accesses on the same 

side of the road shall be 7.5 metres for residential activities and 15 metres for all other 
activities. 

 
9. Access spacing for major traffic activities - no crossing point shall be located closer to any 

intersection than the distance specified in Table 1 below. Distances are measured in metres 
(m) to the intersecting kerb line. 

 
Distance From: 

Frontage Road Strategic 
Arterial 

Major CC & C 
Routes  

Local CC & 
NA Routes 

Strategic Arterial Routes 
 

60m 45m 30m 

Major Community Connector (CC) 
Routes and Centres (C) Routes 

45m 30m 30m 

Local Community Connector Routes & 
Neighbourhood Access (NA) Routes 

30m 30m 15m 

Table 1 – Access distance dimensions 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
10. Access spacing sight distances - the required minimum sight distance between the access and 

the road shall be in accordance with Diagram A3 (Schedule 11.1) and Table 2 below: 
 Minimum sight distance (m) 

 
Other Roads Posted speed 

limit (km/h) 
State 

Highway 
 

Private 
access 

Commercial 
Activities & 

Rural selling place 
50 113 50 - 
60 140 60 - 
70 170 70 85 
80 203 80 105 
90 240 80 130 

100 282 100 160 
Table 2 – Sight distance dimensions 
 
11. Manoeuvring - all buildings and parking areas shall be designed so that sufficient manoeuvring 

space is provided on site to ensure no reversing onto the road is necessary. 
 
12. Loading spaces - every property in all working environment zones, the layout of loading spaces 

shall comply with the 90 percentile design two-axled truck as defined by the Ministry of 
Transport and shall be designed in accordance with Diagram A7 (Schedule 11.1). 

 
13. Landscaping - for all non-residential activities, any parking, loading or trade vehicle storage 

area shall be separated from adjoining properties by a minimum depth of 2m of landscaping. 
 
14. Landscaping - all landscaping adjacent to the road boundary of sites, shall be designed and 

maintained so that visibility to and from the crossing point complies at all times with the 
minimum standards sight distances set out in Table 2 above. 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
T fhe ermitteollowing activities are p d activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities St ndards a Reference. 
4. Accesses to/from state 

highways and any rural road 
 

1. The minimum separation distances between vehicle access to/from a state highway/rural road 
and an intersection on that state highway/rural road, between a vehicle access to/from a local 
road and the intersection of that local road with a state highway/rural road and between vehicle 
accesses to/from a state highway/rural road shall be: 

 

Posted 
speed limit 

(km/h) 

Minimum 
distance 
between 

access and 
nearest 

intersection 
(m) 

Minimum 
distance 
between 

local road 
access and 
intersection 

(m) 

Minimum 
distance 
between 

accesses (m)

Minimum 
access 

spacings on 
strategic 
arterial 
routes 

carrying over 
10,000vpd 

50 30 20 - 160 
60 30 20 - 220 
70 100 45 40 305 
80 100 45 100 400 
90 200 60 200 500 
100 200 60 200 500 

Table 3 – Access distance dimensions for state highways and rural roads 
 
 

 

5. Parking layout and design 
for all activities. 

1. All parking shall be formed, marked out and maintained for use in all weathers. 
 
2. Surface water originating from the parking area shall be managed without adversely impacting 

other properties either upstream of downstream of the development site. 
 
3. Vehicles using the parking area shall only use the formed vehicle access point (crossing point) 

to enter and exit the vehicle parking areas. 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Reference. 
 

6. Parking layout and design 
for all activities except 
residential activities. 

1. All parking shall be sealed or otherwise maintained to have a dust free surface, at all times, and 
shall comply with car parking dimension standards in Diagram A8 (Schedule 11.1) of this 
chapter. 

 
2. All parking shall be formed, marked out and maintained for use in all weathers. 
 
3. When a parking area is required to accommodate three or more vehicles, parking spaces 

together with access and turning spaces shall be designed so as to ensure that vehicles are 
not required to reverse either on to or off legal road.  

 
4. In the case where parking areas adjoin a living zone, either a 2m high fully enclosed screen 

shall be erected or a strip of minimum width of 5 metres adjoining the living zone shall be 
landscaped as follows: 

 
a. Where a carparking area incorporates more than 5 carparks, 1m² of landscaping is 

required per carpark and must incorporate one tree capable of growing to 5 metres 
in height along every 10 metres of the carpark’s street frontage. 

 
b. The amount of landscaping will be considered as a total, and street frontage 

landscaping and any landscaping/open space provided in terms of chapters 3 and 
8 will be taken into account when assessing the 1m² of landscaping per carpark. 

 
c. Planting shall be completed within 12 months of commencement of the activity. 

 
d. The landscaping shall be maintained in healthy condition and clear of litter. 

 
e. Vehicle crossing points and pedestrian areas within public carparks shall have 

illumination consistent with the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) Guidelines (see Appendix XX). 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities St ndards a Reference. 
5. In the case where parking areas are located within the front yard of a site, a 2m wide strip shall 

be formed along the front yard (except for vehicle crossings) of any carparking area which shall 
be landscaped to create a visual and physical barrier between the carpark area and the road. 

 
6. Design for any critical access conditions, such as a ramp included as part of a parking building, 

shall accommodate a 99 percentile design motor car in accordance with Diagram A6 (Schedule 
11.1) of this chapter. 

 
7. Heavy trade vehicle access  1. Heavy trade vehicle accesses, including those for milk tankers and stock trucks, shall be 

designed and constructed to carry the volume and weight of traffic likely to use the access and 
shall be designed in accordance with Diagram A4 (schedule 11.1). 

 
2. The surface of a heavy trade vehicle access shall be constructed to the same standard as the 

adjacent road carriageway. This requirement shall be deemed to have been complied with if 
the first 12 metres of the vehicle access, measured from the near edge of the carriageway, is 
so constructed.  

 
3. Heavy trade vehicle accesses shall be designed and constructed so that no heavy trade 

vehicle has to cross the road carriageway centre line when making a left turn.  
 

 

8. Vehicle access across a 
railway 

1. Where an access crosses a railway, 20 metres each side of the railway shall be constructed at 
the same level of the railway.  

 
2. Intersections formed by a state highway and an access on which a railway crossing is located 

shall meet the sight distance requirements as in accordance with Diagram A3 (schedule 
11.1).and Table 2 above (standard 11C.1.3). 

 
3. Where there is less than 25 metres separation between the state highway and the railway 

(insufficient length for large vehicles to wait), the sight distance shall be measured from a point: 

a) on the access, and  
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities S at ndards Reference. 

b) 5 metres back from the side of the railway furthest from the state highway.  
 
4. Sight distance measurements shall be measured at a height of 1.15 metres above the existing 

road surface and the proposed surface level of the access. 
 

9. Additional standards for 
Service Stations 

Pedestrians 
1. There shall be no access to or from service stations across any footpath where the number of 

pedestrians exceeds 1,000 per hour for two or more hours of any day of the week for four or 
more weeks of the year. 

 
Visibility 
2. Sight distances to and from any access shall comply with the distances in the following table. 

The table shall be interpreted in accordance with Diagram A3 (schedule A) of this chapter. 
 

85th Percentile Speed  
(km/h) 

Sight Distance  
(m) 

50 30 
60 30 
70 100 
80 100 
90 200 

100 200 
Table 4 – Minimum Sight Distance from Access 
 
Arterial Route Stations 
3. For service stations on limited access roads (LAR), Strategic Arterial Routes, roads carrying in 

excess of 10,000 vehicles per day (vpd), on rural state highways carrying over 3,000 vpd, or 
along roads where the 85 percentile speed exceeds 70km/hr; the following conditions shall 
apply: 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
 

a. Pumps or dispensing points shall be located at least 9m from the limits of the road 
boundary; and 

 
b. Deceleration and acceleration lanes shall be provided in accordance with Diagram 

A4 (schedule A) of this chapter. 
 
Median Divided Roads 
4. Service stations on roads that have central medians separating opposing traffic flow shall 

operate only as left turn in, left turn out. No operating in the central median shall be provided to 
facilitate entry or exit form the service station for traffic on the opposite side of the road. 

 
Provisions for Road Widening 
5. Where the road controlling authority has designated road widening, the future road boundary 

and roadway edge should be used to determine relevant distances stated in this ordinance. 
 
Manoeuvring Space 
6. To achieve easy ingress and egress, it shall not be necessary for vehicles to make turns of less 

than 4.5m radius. Where the maximum turning radius is between 4.5m and 7.5m, a path width 
of 4.5m shall be provided. For turns of 7.5m or greater, a minimum path width of 3.5m shall be 
provided. These path widths shall be measured between pumps or dispensers and any kerb, 
nib-wall or planter box etc. 

 
7. Where it is necessary to have large vehicles such as buses, trucks or tankers passing 

alongside pumps or dispensers, they shall not in any case need to make turns less than 7.5m 
radius and must have a minimum path width of 4.5m.  

 
Location of Pumps/ On-site Facilities 
8. No pump or dispensing point shall be located: 
 

a. Within 7m of any part of a crossing point; or 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
 
b. Within 4.5m of the road boundary (which must not be an accessway) except under 

the following conditions: 
 

i. Where pimps or dispensing points are located closer than 3m to the road 
boundary, a wall of at least 1.5m in height shall be erected on the boundary. 

 
ii. Where the pumps or dispensing points are between 3m and 4.5m from the 

road boundary, the road boundary shall be defined by a nib-wall or planter 
box. 

 
9. On-site facilities such as a car-wash, lube bay, or air hose pump shall not be located in such a 

way that waiting vehicles will obstruct the normal paths of vehicles moving to and from the site. 
 
Driveways/ Crossing Points 
10. Driveways and crossing points shall be clearly defined by and shall be restricted to the 

following widths: 
 

 
Minimum width 

(m) 
Maximum width 

(m) 
One-way driveways  

(with no tanker movements) 
3.5 6.0 

One-way driveways  
with tanker movements 

6.0 9.0 

Two-way driveways 6.0 9.0 
 
11. Crossing points providing access to/from the site shall be separated by a minimum of 10m 

except for service stations located on a State Highway where crossing points shall be 
separated by a minimum of 15m. 
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11C.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitte s d activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unles
otherwise specified) and diagrams in schedule A of this chapter. 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
12. Crossing points and driveways shall be located and designed so that a tanker can enter and 

leave the site without crossing the centre line of the road carriageway. 
 
Location of Filling Points 
13. Filling points shall not be located so that tankers need to park on legal road. 
 
14. Fillings points shall be located so that tankers do no obstruct the driveways and crossing 

points. 
 
Treatment of Surface Water 
15. Surface (storm) water resulting from the service station premises shall be treated prior to 

entering Council’s reticulated services by: 
 

a. An interceptor trap to remove petroleum products; and 
 
b. Settlement tank(s) to remove grit. 
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11C.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Reference. 

1. Carpaking spaces/ areas 
shared by different activities 

 

1. Use of the subject carparking spaces/ area 
shall be by different activities within the same 
site and at different time of the day. 

 

1. Visual, character and amenity effects 
2. Noise effects 
3. Effects on transport (including the 

transport network) 
4. Traffic effects 
5. Layout of the development 
6. Location and design of services 
7. Nuisance effects 
8. Public safety 
9. Suitability of the site for the proposed 

activity 
10. Adequacy of the methods of 

mitigation/remediation or ongoing 
management (eg landscaping/ screening/ 
soil remediation/height above flood) 

11. Appropriateness of the proposed use 
12. Context and surroundings 
13. Layout, design and location of proposed 

building/sign or structures 

 

2. Traffic generation – the 
lesser of: above 200 vehicles 
per day (v.p.d) or 50 vehicles 
per peak hour for permitted 
activities in the working zone 

2. Above 200 vehicles per day (v.p.d) or 50 
vehicles per peak hour if the proposed activity 
is a permitted activity in the working zone  

 
3. A Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan 

shall be prepared by a suitably qualified person 
for any major traffic volume activities (in any 
zone) and submitted to Council with the 

1. The requirement for local network 
upgrades if traffic effects necessitate 
upgrades. 

 
2. Consistency with Council’s SDPR 2012. 
 
3. The design and layout of the site 

(including parking and access), including 
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11C.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled standards (unless 
otherwise specified).   
 

  

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council reserves 
control 

Reference. 

application for resource consent. safety, traffic engineering, landscaping 
and noise mitigation measures. 

 
3. New roads including where 

they are to serve a subdivision 
(including boundary 
adjustments) 

1. Consistency with Council’s SDPR 2012. 
 
2. All roads in the centres zones shall have foot 

paths on both sides of the road carriageway. 
 
3. Cycle paths shall be provided either as on-

street cycle lanes, off-street shared paths or 
off-street dedicated cycle paths. 

 

1 The route of the road.  
 
2 The design and construction of the road, 

including safety, traffic engineering, 
landscaping and noise mitigation 
measures. 

 
3 The degree of consistency with the 

Transport Network Hierarchy. 
 
4 The imposition of financial contributions in 

accordance with Chapter 1 of this Plan.  
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11C.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Major traffic volume 
activities 

1. A Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan 
shall be prepared by a suitably qualified person 
for any major traffic volume activities (in any 
zone) and submitted to Council with the 
application for resource consent.  

1. Consistency with Policies 11.30, 11.31, 
11.32, 11.33, 11.34, 11.35, 11.36, 11.37, 
11.38, 11.39 and 11.40 

 
2. Consistent with Council’s SDPR 2012.  
 
3. The extent to which the Transport 

Assessment is consistent with Policies 
11.30 – 11.40 and Council’s SDPR 2012. 

 
4. The extent to which the content of the 

Travel Plan is consistent with Policies 
11.30 – 11.40 and Council’s SDPR 2012. 

 

 

2. Traffic generation in the 
following zones: 

a. Living 
b. Rural 

That do not meet the Permitted 
Activity Standards  

1. A Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan 
shall be prepared by a suitably qualified person  
and submitted to Council with the application 
for resource consent. 

1. Consistency with Policies 11.30, 11.31, 
11.32, 11.33, 11.34, 11.35, 11.36, 11.37, 
11.38, 11.39 and 11.40 

 
2. Consistent with Council’s SDPR 2012.  
 
3. The extent to which the Transport 

Assessment is consistent with Policies 
11.30 – 11.40 and Council’s SDPR 2012. 

 
4. The extent to which the content of the 

Travel Plan is consistent with Policies 
11.30 – 11.40 and Council’s SDPR 2012. 
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3. Traffic generation in the 
following zones: 

a. Working 
b. Open Space 

That do not meet the Controlled 
Activity Standards  

1. A Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan 
shall be prepared by a suitably qualified person 
and submitted to Council with the application 
for resource consent. 

1. Consistency with Policies 11.30, 11.31, 
11.32, 11.33, 11.34, 11.35, 11.36, 11.37, 
11.38, 11.39 and 11.40 

 
2. Consistent with Council’s SDPR 2012.  
 
3. The extent to which the Transport 

Assessment is consistent with Policies 
11.30 – 11.40 and Council’s SDPR 2012. 

 
4. The content of the Travel Plan is 

consistent with Policies 11.30 – 11.40 and 
Council’s SDPR 2012. 

 

 

 
 

11C.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Reference. 
1. Major traffic activities with 

access onto a strategic arterial 
route or limited access roads 
(LAR), unless they are a non-
complying or prohibited 
activity. 

 

Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 

a) Infrastructure Policies 11.29-11.36 
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11C.5 Non Complying Activities 
The following activities are non complying activities. 
 
Non Complying Activities Reference. 
1. Permanent parking (i.e. more than two times in any one week) for more than 12 consecutive hours of any registered heavy trade 

vehicle within the living zone or within 40m of a habitable building 
 

 

2. The parking or placing of any motor vehicle, boat, caravan or material for the purpose of sale or lease, within legal road or public 
reserve other than areas specificed by the resolution of Council.  
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DISTRICT WIDE TRANSPORT – ACTIVITY TABLE – OFF-STREET PARKING STANDARDS 
 

11P.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 
In assessing the number of spaces to be provided with respect to the gross floor area (gfa) of any building, vehicle access 
and parking spaces contained within the building shall not be included as part of the building area.  
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
1. Any activity requiring more 

than 2 carparks  
1. Disabled persons carparks and bicycle parking shall be required at a rate of:  

I. 1 where 10 or less carparking spaces are provided; 

II. 2 where between 11 and 100 carparking spaces are provided, plus 1 additional park for 
every additional 50 carparks, or part thereof, where more than 100 carparking spaces are 
provided. 

 

Policy X.Y, W.X 
& Z.Y 

2. RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITIES 
including: 
o Habitable buildings 
o Multi-unit residential 
o 1 bedroom units 
o Community houses such 

as women’s refuges and 
halfway houses 

 

1. A minimum of 1 per 1 bedroom habitable buildings unit (includes garage or carport). Minor 
habitable buildings units are exempt from this standard. 

 

 

3. TEMPORARY 
ACCOMODATION 
ACTIVITIES including: 
o Boarding Houses 
o Hostels 
o Hotel 
o Motels 

1. A minimum of 1 carpark per habitable buildings unit (includes garage or carport) 
 
2. 1 carpark per bedroom/unit/guest room; plus 1 carpark per 2 staff; plus 1 carpark per 4m² bar 

space. 
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11P.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 
In assessing the number of spaces to be provided with respect to the gross floor area (gfa) of any building, vehicle access 
an ithin the building shall not be included as part of the building area.  d parking spaces contained w
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
o Tourist Accommodation 

4. INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES 
including: 
o Manufacturing and Service 
o Tradesmen's Workshops/ 

Service Station/Motor 
Garages 

o Warehouses (Trading) 
o Warehouses (Storage) 

 

1. 2 carparks per 100m² gfa 
 
2. 2 carparks per 3 employees, 2 carparks for any ancillary retailing, 4 carparks per workshop 

bay, 3 carparks for a carwash, 1 carpark for air hose/vacuum 
 
3. 3 carparks per 100m² gfa  
 
4. 1 carpark per 150m² gfa  
 

 

5. Retail outlets and other 
activities involving retailing 

1. 3 carparks per 100m² gfa or display area (whichever is greater). 
 
2. Roadside Stalls on strategic arterial routes, no greater than 30m² require 10 carparks per stall 
 

 

6. Large Format Retail 
(including supermarkets) 
over 500m² in gross floor 
area (gfa) 

 

1. 5 carparks per 100m² gfa  

7. Hospitality 
o Taverns/licensed premises 

Restaurants  
 

1. 1 carpark per 4m² gfa served (excluding restaurants) by the bar (excluding restaurants); plus 1 
carparks per 2 staff 

 
2. 1 carpark per 5 persons; plus 1 per 2 staff 
 

 

8. NON-RETAIL COMMERCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

1. 3 carparks per 100m³ gfa or display area (whichever is greater)  
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11P.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 
In assessing the number of spaces to be provided with respect to the gross floor area (gfa) of any building, vehicle access 
and parking spaces contained within the building shall not be included as part of the building area.  
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
 
9. RECREATION AREAS 

including: 
o Sports Fields (including 

lawn bowls) 
o Court Sports (including 

bowling alleys) 
o Clubrooms 
o Grandstands 

1. 25 carparks per sports field, 4 carparks per court or 2 carparks per 10m² gfa (which ever is 
greater) 

 

 

10. Church, cinemas, hall, 
conference facilities, funeral 
homes, crematoriums and 
entertainment activities 

1. 1 carpark per 10m² gfa or 1 carpark per 6 seats/patrons (whichever is greater)  
 

 

11. HEALTH CARE 
o Convalescent Homes  
o Day Care 

Centres/Nurseries  
o Doctors 
o Hospitals 
o Medical Centres/Health 

Specialists 
o Veterinary Surgeons  

1. 7 carparks per 10 resident/patient beds; and 
 
2. 4 carparks per Full Time Equivalent specialist (doctor, vet etc) ; and 
 
3. 1 carpark per 2 Full Time Equivalent non specialist staff  

 

12. EDUCATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS 
including: 
o Kindergartens 

1. 1 carpark per 2 staff;  
 
2. For Tertiary Establishments, add 1 carpark car park per 5 full-time students based on the 

maximum number of students on site at any one time 
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11P.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 
In assessing the number of spaces to be provided with respect to the gross floor area (gfa) of any building, vehicle access 
an ed within the building shall not be included as part of the building area.  d parking spaces contain
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
o Primary/secondary 

schools 
o Tertiary establishments 
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Access and Transport Schedules and Diagrams 
 
1. Schedule 11.1: Diagrams 
 
2. Schedule 11.2: Transport network hierarchy – see maps 
 
3. Schedule 11.3: Freight hierarchy maps – see maps 
 
4. Schedule 11.3: List of roads in Transport network hierarchy 
 
 
Schedule 11.1: Diagrams 

 
1. Diagram A1 - Diagram C - Private access design standards diagram 
 
2. Diagram A2 - Access to property for parking and loading - FIGURE C1 OF AS/NZS 2890.1:2004 GROUND CLEARANCE TEMPLATES  

 
3. Diagram A3 - Diagram A - Sight distance measurement diagram 
 
4. Diagram A4 - Diagram D - Private access design standards diagram for heavy vehicles 
 
5. Diagram A5 - 85 Percentile design motor car turning circle (figure B5 of AS/NZ 2890.1.2004) 

 
6. Diagram A6 - 99 Percentile design motor car turning circle (figure B3 of AS/NZ 2890.1.2004) 

 
7. Diagram A7 - A from Operative Plan – turning circle for trucks 
 
8. Diagram A8 - Car parking dimension standards - FIGURE 2.2 FROM AS/NZS 2890.1:2004 
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Schedule 11.4: Diagrams 
Diagram A1 - Diagram C - Private access design standards diagram for access onto a state highway 

 
Source: NZTA Planning Policy Manual Version 1, August 2007
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Diagram A2 - Access to property for parking and loading - FIGURE C1 OF AS/NZS 2890.1:2004 GROUND CLEARANCE TEMPLATES  
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Diagram A3 - Diagram A - Sight distance measurement diagram 

 
Source: NZTA Planning Policy Manual Version 1, August 2007 
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Diagram A4 - Diagram D - Private access design standards diagram for heavy vehicles 

 
Source: NZTA Planning Policy Manual Version 1, August 2007 
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Diagram A5 – 85 Percentile design motor car turning circle (figure B5 of AS/NZ 2890.1.2004) 
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Diagram A6 – 99 Percentile design motor car turning circle (figure B3 of AS/NZ 2890.1.2004) 
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Diagram A7 - 90 percentile design two axled truck turning circle 
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Diagram A8 - Car parking dimension standards - FIGURE 2.2 FROM AS/NZS 2890.1:2004 
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Notes to Diagram A8 - Dimensions in metres 
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Schedule 11.2: Transport network hierarchy 

 
A transport network hierarchy differentiates between roads by function. Roads at the top of the hierarchy are generally arterial routes that 
cater for through traffic, including freight and often have higher traffic volumes and speed environment. Roads at the lower end of the 
hierarchy tend to have a local access function with lower traffic volumes or speed environment. Roads identified as Strategic Arterial Routes, 
Major Community Connector Routes, Centres Routes, and Local Community Connector Routes are listed in Schedule B of this chapter. All 
other roads are Local Roads/Neighbourhood Access Routes.  
 
To promote network efficiency, roads should ideally connect into roads at the same level or one level above or below in the hierarchy.   This 
ensures that each road performs the function for which it is designed, that intersections operate safely, and that through traffic and local traffic 
are separated and managed to minimise conflict. The use of a transport network hierarchy contributes to road safety by reducing turning 
movements onto and from high speed roads and also aids the planning of safe and efficient bus, cycling and walking routes. 
 
Type of Road Description 
Strategic Arterial Routes   Provides access through District 

 Provides some local access to District Centres 
 Includes SH1 
 Arterial roads which are not covered in NZS4404:2010 (Land Development and Subdivision Infrastructure) 
 Generally no on-street parking 
 

Major Community 
Connector Routes  

 Roads joining significant centres of population and/or sometimes providing for national and inter-regional traffic flow. 
These may include strategic arterials. 

 Connects suburbs and/or major transport nodes 
 May include access to regionally significant destinations 
 Major entry point from highway to the Coast; 
 Can be higher speed than local/centres streets but likely to be 70km or less - case by case consideration; 
 Some roads will have major traffic volumes; 
 on-street parking may be discouraged in some areas. 
 

Centres Route (may be 
lane, local road, 
connector/collector, as 
noted in Table 3.2 

Roads joining smaller centres of population, joining larger centres of population to nearby major connectors or linking 
between major connectors, and: 

 recognises specialist role of streets in retail areas and centres; 
 must be capable of delivering on-street retail parking; 
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NZS4404- Land 
Development and 
Subdivision Infrastructure) 

 must be capable of handling significant pedestrian cross movement; 
 must be capable of handling freight traffic; 
 will have high traffic volumes; 
 likely to have low traffic speeds, but case by case consideration. 
 

Local Community 
Connector Routes 
(NZS4404- Land 
Development and 
Subdivision Infrastructure) 

 Larger urban roads linking local roads to the connector network.  
 In rural areas, includes minor roads linking smaller rural communities to the connector  network.: 
 provides main access routes through suburbs; 
 connects local centres; 
 traffic movements mainly locally generated; 
 significant walkways/cycleways between local centres, schools and employment areas; 
 may be some routes with relatively high traffic volumes; 
 expect moderate speed. 
 

Neighbourhood Access 
Route  

Roads providing direct access for residential and other areas of development in urban areas, with more than one intersection 
to other local or collector roads, and: 

 provides access to: 
o local residential neighbourhoods; 
o schools; 
o reserves. 

 can include local walkways, beach access, residential lanes; 
 will be low speed; 
 will have low traffic volume. 
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Schedule 11.3: List of roads in Transport Network Hierarchy 

 
Type Street/Road Name 

Strategic Arterial Routes State Highway 1 

 
 

Major Community Connector Elizabeth Street and Reikorangi Road 

Major Community Connector Ihakara Street 

Major Community Connector Matatua Road beginning 117 meters north of Alexander Road; 
Wharemaku Road; Marine Parade; and Kapiti Road 

Major Community Connector Mazengarb Road between Te Kupe road and Western Link Road or 
Proposed MacKays to Pekapeka Expressway 

Major Community Connector Mill Road between Aotaki street and SH1 

Major Community Connector Otaki Road for 12.8km from 

Major Community Connector Poplar Ave between SH1 and Rosetta Road; Rosetta Road up to Garden 
Road 

Major Community Connector Raumati Road from SH1 to 100m west of Kiwi Road 

Major Community Connector Riverbank Road between Aotaki Street and SH1 

Major Community Connector Te Moana Road between Rauparaha Street and Main Road 

 
Type Street Name 

Centres Route 52 Meters of Margaret Road travelling South beginning at Raumati Road 

Centres Route Aotaki Street between Raukawa Street and Mill Road 

Centres Route Elizabeth Street up to Pehi Kupa Street, and Pehi Kupa Street 

Centres Route Howell Road; and Seaview Road up to and including Maclean Street 

Centres Route Maclean Street 

Centres Route Main Street; and Rangiuru Road up to 110 metres south of Te Rauparaha 
Street 

Centres Route Marae Lane and Ngaio Road between Marae Lane and Main Road 

Centres Route Matene Street between Iti Street and Raukawa Street 

Centres Route Raumati Road between Matatua Road and 100m west of Kiwi Road; and 
112 Meters of Weka Road travelling east beginning Raumati Road 

Centres Route Rimu Road 

Centres Route Rosetta road from Garden Road to Raumati Road; and Matatua Road up 
to 117m starting from Rosetta Road 

 
Local Community Connector Aotaki Street between Mill Road and Riverbank Road 

Local Community Connector Makora Road 

Local Community Connector Manly Street and Te Kupe Road 

Local Community Connector Matai Road between Raumati Road and Poplar Ave 

Local Community Connector Mazengarb Road from Western Link Road to Arawhata Road; Ventnor 
Drive; and between Ventnor Drive and the intersection of Mazengarb 
Road/Arawhata Road (notional) 

Local Community Connector Menin Road 
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Local Community Connector Ngarara Road between Park Avenue and Rimu Street; Rimu Street up to 
Miro Street; Miro Street; Ngaio Road between Miro Street and Marae Lane 

Local Community Connector Park Avenue 

Local Community Connector Peka Peka Road; Paetawa Road; Rutherford Drive; William Street; 
Huiawa Street; and Rauparaha Street between Te Moana Road and 
Huiawa Street 

Local Community Connector Pukenamu Road, Morrison Road, Derham Road between Te Hapua Road 
and Morrison Road, and Te Hapua Road between Te  Haupua Road and 
SH1 

Local Community Connector Rangiuru Road 

Local Community Connector Ratanui Road, and Otaihanga Road from Ratanui Road to SH1 

Local Community Connector School Road and Te Horo Hautere Cross Road 

Local Community Connector Tasman Road, and Marine Parade travelling south beginning Tasman 
Road 

Local Community Connector Te Horo Beach Road 

Local Community Connector Te Moana Road from Huiawa Street to Tutere Street; Tutere Street from 
Te Moada Road to Eruini Street; Eruini Street; Queens Road from Eruini 
Street to Weggery Drive; Weggery Drive; Waimea Road from Weggery 
Drive to Te Moana Road 

Local Community Connector Te Roto Drive; Guildford Drive; and The Drive 

Local Community Connector Wellington Road and Beach road between Wellington Road and SH1 

 
Notional Road Between northern end of The Drive and Otaihanga Road/Makora Road 

 
CWB  Between Tui Road and Rimu Road (along Wharemaku Stream) 

CWB Otaki River 

CWB Queen Elizabeth Park 

CWB Waikanae River 

 
  

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 

11.7 COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 

11.7.1 Introduction 

Community facilities contribute significantly to the community’s quality of life and are significant 
activity centres in the District. Community facilities include a wide range of both public and private 
facilities and include places of worship, recreation, school and community centres, halls and 
meeting places, and those offering medical, voluntary and welfare services.   
 
A number of marae are located throughout the District.  Marae provide for the practical expression 
of mātauranga Māori, are the traditional meeting place for whānau, hapū and iwi members and are 
integral in strengthening Māori culture, traditions, society and economic capacity.  While some 
activities are consistent between marae, the specific details of customary activities will differ 
between different marae.   Although usually consisting of multiple buildings, a marae can also be 
without buildings or temporary in nature. 
 
These facilities contribute to the District’s amenity values and can make a positive design 
contribution.  Facilities whose design is well integrated to their neighbourhood context engender a 
strong community identity.  Some community facilities are purpose built and may be covered by 
specific provisions in the district plan such as the designation provisions.  
 
Many community facilities provide local community level services and can be easily integrated into 
the urban environment. A key feature of these facilities and the services they offer is the need to be 
readily accessible, without long travelling times.  In this respect the needs to the disabled are 
particularly important.  Larger facilities which may provide a greater range and intensity of services 
or cater for a wider catchment will generate greater environmental impacts and therefore require 
more intensive control.  
 
The operation of community facilities can give rise to effects associated with concentrations of 
people, hours of operation, glare and the generation of traffic and parking pressures.  Where 
facilities are located on busy roads or intersections, community safety, noise and air pollution need 
to be taken into account.  Some community facility buildings can be obtrusive in scale and 
character in relation to surrounding development.  There is also potential for cumulative effects, 
particularly increased nuisances, where community facilities are clustered in residential areas. 
 

11.7.2 Community facilities policies 

 

Policy 11.37 – Development and operation Ref. 

The development and operation of a range of community facilities, including 
alterations and additions, will be provided for where significant adverse affects 
on neighbourhood amenity values and on traffic safety and efficiency are 
avoided. 

 

Objective 
2.13 

Objective 
2.8 

Objective 
2.17 

 
Explanation 
The availability of community facilities is important for the maintenance and enhancement of the 
environment, the character and amenity of the District and the community’s social, cultural and 
economic wellbeing. Community facilities include a wide range of both public and private facilities 
and services. The Council recognises that the establishment and continued operation of 
community facilities is important for the District. The District Plan therefore recognises and enables 
the development of community facilities. It also recognises that the potential adverse effects of 
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activities carried out on sites with community facilities, such as noise, glare, traffic or building 
dominance, need to be minimised through appropriate controls. 
 

Policy 11.38 – Marae Ref. 

The sustainable development, restoration or enhancement of marae will enable  
Maori to fulfil there role of manaakitanga and kaitiakitanga, including  provision 
for: 

a) infrastructure and utilities; 

b) social services, such as Kohanga reo, kura and wānanga, urupā and 
health services; and 

c) associated customary, cultural or commercial activities. 

Objective 
2.1 

Objective 
2.13 

 
 
Explanation 
Traditionally Māori regard marae as their principal home and are the place on which all of the 
significant events in the life of the community occur.  The District Plan must provide for the 
continued provision for marae, their use and development.  
 
The policy provides for section 6 (Matters of National Importance) of the RMA requires that the 
relationship of Māori and their cultural and traditions with their ancestral lands and sites are 
recognised and provided for and Kāpiti Coast District Council’s Policy for the Support of Marae. 
 
 

Policy 11.39 – Neighbourhood amenity Ref. 

The scale, layout and design of community facilities will protect the character 
and amenity of the neighbourhood by: 

a) ensuring daylight access to adjoining sites is not reduced 
b) avoiding the impacts of building bulk and overshadowing on surrounding 

residential areas, including its outdoor living areas 
c) providing a level of amenity consistent with the surrounding landscape 

character. 

Objective 
2.13 

 
Explanation 
There are a variety of community facilities and services, all of which are important to the local 
community.  The Plan provides for a range of these activities, which meet standards for scale and 
local coherence, to locate within living and working zones.   
 
Some community facilities can be obtrusive in terms of scale and character in relation to 
surrounding land uses. 
 
 

Policy 11.40 – Assessment Criteria Ref. 

The following assessment criteria will be applied, as appropriate, when 
considering resource consent applications for discretionary and non-complying 
activities relating to the development and operation of community facilities: 

a) the objectives and policies for character, amenity, landscape and 
transport and access relating to the zone in which the facility is located; 

b) the suitability of the site and the extent to which alternative sites, zones 
or locations have been considered; 

c) whether the activity provides any positive effects to the neighbourhood 
and wider community, including the extent to which the land use may 
enhance the amenity of the area; 

d) whether the scale and intensity of the activity is compatible with 

Objective 
2.13 
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surrounding land uses (including noise and hours of operation);  
e) the potential of the activity to generate significant traffic, parking 

demand, or visitor numbers, and its impact on transport network; 
f) the accessibility of the site for disabled people; 
g) the ability of any proposed buildings to be integrated with the character 

of the site and locality and are in keeping with the scale and appearance 
of adjoining residential area; 

h) the potential for the activity to generate adverse impacts in terms of 
traffic safety, noise, odour, dust, glare or vibration and the extent to 
which mitigation options have been evaluated; 

i) whether the activity is adequately serviced, and can avoid or mitigate any 
adverse effects it may have on existing infrastructure services; 

j) the potential cumulative impacts having regard to the presence of similar 
activities located in the vicinity or activities with similar effects; 

k) the extent to which the activity contributes to the survival of Maori as a 
distinct culture and people. 

  
 
Explanation 
Although community facilities are an integral part of the district, it is recognised that non-residential 
activities have the potential to create adverse effects for neighbouring sites and local communities 
relating to matters such as noise, traffic generation and parking demand, hours of operation, visual 
impacts, and loss of residential neighbours.  Where community facilities are generally of a small 
scale and are subject to suitable controls there should be little impact on adjoining areas. Larger 
community facilities may involve large, multi-storey building complexes which are different in scale 
from neighbouring activities. Larger facilities can also have impacts on the district’s transport 
network, infrastructural capacity and amenity values. Traffic and parking effects can be 
exacerbated where there are significant peak time traffic and parking impacts, for example 
intermittent large gatherings at churches and halls. 
 
The assessment criteria are designed to guide both the applicant and the Council by providing 
clarity on the matters that are to be assessed. 
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Community facilities Rules and Standards 

 
DISTRICT WIDE COMMUNITY FACILITIES - ACTIVITY TABLE 
 
 
Rule 11D.0. Applicability of Rules 11D.1 – 11D.5 
 
Rules 11D.1 to 11D.5 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 11D.1 to 11D.5 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone; and 

[b]      in Chapters 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 that apply to special features identified on the Planning Maps – for example listed Historic 
Heritage items.  

 
The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 
 

11D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
1. Any community facility which is 

not specified as Permitted, 
Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary or  
Non-Complying activity and 
complies with all permitted 
activity standards in this 
chapter. 

  

2. Any new community facilities 
1. Facilities are not located in the rural zone or any open space zone. 

2. Buildings used for a community facility, shall be permitted to occupy the following maximum 
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11D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted ac ndards (unless tivities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted sta
otherwise specified). 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
Gross Floor area or maximum coverage of a site, whichever is the greater. 

 

Zone Maximum 
coverage 

Maximum 
Gross Floor 

Area 

living zones 35% 200m2 

within 50m of a living zone 35% 400m2 

centres, community and 
industrial zones 

100% No limit 

all other zones (including marae 
in rural zone) 

35% 400m2 

3. Hours of operation 

a) Living zones 

Activities (including service deliveries) associated with a community facility in a 
living zone, or within 50m of any site within a living zone, shall be carried out 
between 7.30am and 9.00pm other than Church services or those activities that by 
necessity operate on a 24 hour a day basis. 

b) All other zones 

Activities (including service deliveries) associated with a community facility shall be 
carried out between 7.30am and 11.00pm other than Church services or those 
activities that by necessity operate on a 24 hour a day basis. 

4. Landscaping 
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11D.1. Permitted Activities 
The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Reference. 
Where community facilities are in a living zone, the site shall be landscaped for a minimum 
depth of 2 metres from the road boundary.  Any landscaping between the public entrance to 
the facility and any road frontage shall not exceed 2 metres in height. 

5. Retail activities associated with community facilities 

There shall be no retail component within a community facility, except for in the Centres Zone.  
In this respect, the activity shall be ancillary to the community facility and not exceed the 
zone’s maximum gross floor area and site coverage retail standards. 

The commercial or retail activity on a marae shall be ancillary to the customary activities of the 
marae and not exceed a gross floor area of 50m2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
     
 

 
 

Rule 11D.3 – Restricted Discretionary Activities 

 

11D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 
Any application in respect to 11D.3.1 shall not be publicly notified or service of notice to affected parties is not required. 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Community facilities in the living 
zones and marae in all zones 
(except all open space zones), 
which exceed the maximum site 
coverage but comply with all other 
permitted activity standards under 
rule 11D.1.2. 3  

1. All buildings used for a community facility or marae, 
shall be permitted to occupy a maximum coverage 
of 40% or the following maximum Gross Floor area, 
whichever is the greater. 

 

Zone Maximum Gross 
Floor Area 

living zones 300m2 

within 50m of a living zone 300m2 

centres, community and 
industrial zones 

No limit 

all other zones (including 
marae in rural zone) 

500m2 

1. Any positive effects to be derived from activity; 

2. layout, design and location of proposed 
buildings/signs; 

3. appropriateness of the proposed use; 

4. visual, character and amenity effects; 

5. context and surroundings;  

6. degree of compliance with Council’s 
Subdivision and Development Principles and 
Requirements, 2012; 

7. effects on transport; 

8. traffic effects; 

9. effects on historic heritage; 

10. effects on sensitive natural features; 

11. natural hazard risk management; 

12. location and design of services; 

13. suitability of landscaping; 

14. public safety; 
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15. disabled access; 

16. noise and lighting effects; 

17. adequacy of the methods of mitigation,  
remediation or ongoing management; and 

18. the imposition of conditions in accordance with 
section 102 and 108 of the RMA. 
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11D.4  Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Reference. 

1. Any community facility not 
specifically provided for as a 
permitted or restricted 
discretionary activity, or does not 
meet permitted standard 11D.1.5 
or restricted activity standard 
11D.3.1. 
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11.8 DESIGNATIONS 

 
Part VIII of the Resource Management Act deals with Designations (and 
heritage orders).  The following brief notes are for information purposes only and 
do not replace or alter the meaning of the provisions of Part VIII of the RMA 
 

Introduction 
A Designation is a provision made in the Plan to give effect to a requirement by 
a requiring authority.  A “requirement” means designating an area of land for a 
particular purpose. 
 
Giving effect to that requirement means that: 

(a) Where the requiring authority owns the land, it can use it for that 
purpose without the need for a resource consent. 

(b) No person may do anything on a designated site which would 
prevent or hinder the use for the designated purpose, and no 
person may do anything on the land, including any change in the 
character, scale or intensity of an existing activity without the 
approval of the requiring authority. 

 
A requiring authority means: 

(a) A Minister of the Crown. 
(b) A local authority. 
(c) A network utility operator approved as a requiring authority under 

section 167 of the RMA. 
 

The designation process 
 
Existing Designations 
The process for existing designations being included in the Proposed District 
Plan is described in Clause 4 of the First Schedule.  Before a territorial 
authority publicly notifies a District Plan it is required, by written request, to 
invite requiring authorities which have an existing designation in the district to 
give written notice to the territorial authority stating whether the requiring 
authority requires the designation to be included in the Proposed District Plan, 
with or without modification 
 
The requiring authority shall have at least 30 working days to respond and the 
territorial authority shall specify the final date to provide written notice. 
 
Where the requiring authority states that a designation is to be included in the 
Plan with modifications, it shall include in its written notice the nature of the 
modifications and the reasons for the modification. 
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If no notification is given to the territorial authority, then no provision for the 
existing designation will be made in the District Plan.  A designation lapses on 
the expiry of 5 years after the date which it is included in the Plan unless it is 
given effect to before the end of that period. 
 

New Requirements for Designations 
 
The process of making new requirements for designations is set out in Part 
VIII of the Act.  Section 168 of the Act and Form 12 of the Resource 
Management Regulations outline the information to be supplied with new 
requirements.  Evidence of requiring authority status is essential for all new 
requirements for designations 
 
Submissions 
 
Submissions can be made in support or opposition to any designation or 
requirement included in the Proposed District Plan as part of the public 
notification of the District Plan 
 
Council Recommendation 
Where any existing designation is unchallenged by submissions, Council can 
allow the designation to continue without any further recommendations 
 
In all other cases, Council is required to consider any submissions, hold 
hearings where necessary and make a recommendation to the requiring 
authority.  This recommendation can be that the requirement be adopted, 
amended, or withdrawn.  The requiring authority then considers that 
recommendation and makes a decision on whether it will accept the 
recommendation 
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11.1 Schedule of Designations 
 
Requirements have been received for the following designations 
 
D01: Requiring Authority  New Zealand Transport Authority  
Transit New Zealand was granted requiring authority status by the Minister for the Environment in relation to the construction and operation 
(including the maintenance, improvement, enhancement, expansion, realignment and alteration) of any State highway or motorway under the 
Resource Management (Approval of Transit New Zealand as Requiring Authority) Notice 1994. Under clause 29 of the Schedule 2 of the Land 
Transport Management Amendment Act 2008, the NZ Transport Agency replaced transit New Zealand as the requiring authority under that 
Notice. 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0101 State Highway Purposes State Highway 1 Various 
D0103* State Highway Purposes Transmission Gully Route Various 
D0104* State Highway Purposes MacKays Gully 

 
 

Various 

D0105* State Highway Purposes Ventnor Drive Underpass Various 
PROPOSED 
DO106 

**  Mackays to Peka Peka Expressway 
which forms  
part of the Wellington Northern Corridor 
Road of National Significance 

Mackays to Peka Peka Various 

 
*D0103; D0104:D0105 These designations are subject to conditions. A copy of the conditions is available at the Kāpiti Coast District Council Office  
**Note  D0106  Proposed Mackays to Peka Peka Expressway has been lodged as a project of national significance with the Environmental Protection 
Agency and a decision on this notice will not available until March 2013. therefore this designation is shown as proposed. 
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D02: Requiring Authority  Ministry of Education 
The Minister of Education is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991, for the following designations.   
 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0201 Primary School 
(Kapanui Primary) 
 

23 Rimu Street, Waikanae Pt Ngarara West A78B10 

D0202 Primary School 
(Proposed Primary) 
 

Linwood Drive, 
Paraparaumu 

Sections 9 and 10, SO Plan 36116 
Gazette Notice 1990 pp3175 
 

D0203 Primary School 
(Waikanae Primary) 
 

Seddon Street, Waikanae Secs 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23 Town of Parata and Lot 1 DP 
77540 
 

D0204 Primary School and Secondary School 
(Kāpiti College/Raumati Primary) 
 

Margaret Road and  
Raumati Road, Raumati 

Lot 1 DP 26275 
Lot 41 DP 12298 and Part Section 1 and Section 2 SO 3683 
Contained in the following Gazette Notices: 
1950 p2186 
1966 p380 
 

D0205 Secondary School 
(Ōtaki College) 
 
 

Mill Road, Ōtaki Pt Haruatai 3B, 3C, 4, 5A, Lot 1 DP 21392 and Lot 2 DP 333496 
Contained in the following Gazette notices: 
1954 p250 
1982 p390 
1969 p2335 
 

D0206 Primary School 
(Paekākāriki Primary) 
 

Wellington Road 
Paekākāriki 

Pt Section 44 Wainui District and Lot 12 DP 26803 
 

D0207 Primary School 
(Paraparaumu Beach Primary) 
 

Gray Avenue, 
Paraparaumu Beach 

Pt Ngarara West B No 8 

D0208 Secondary School 
(Paraparaumu College) 
 

Mazengarb Road, 
Paraparaumu 

Section 2 Ngarara Settlement and Section 1 SO 363998 
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District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0209 Primary School 
(Paraparaumu Primary School) 
 

Ruapehu Street 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 358342 
 
 

D0210 Primary School 
(Raumati South Primary) 
 

Matai Road, Raumati Lot 1 DP 78223. Section 1 SO 308686 
 

D0211 Primary School 
(Te Horo Primary) 
 
 

School Road, Te Horo Lots 30 and 31 DP 2576, Ngakarora 2F Block  
Contained in the following Gazette Notices: 
2007 p2705 
 

D0212 Early Childhood Education Centre and 
Primary School 
(Kena Kena Primary/Paraparaumu 
Kindergarten) 
 

Arnold Grove, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 4 DP 17327, Lot 18 DP 47155, Lot 1 DP 49323 
 

D0213 Early Childhood Education Centre and 
Primary School 
(Ōtaki Primary/Ōtaki Kindergarten) 
 
 

Mill Road, Ōtaki Makuratawhiti 1B2D1, 1B2D2, 1E1,1A1, 1B2B, 1C, 1D, 1F and 
Lot 1 DP 11668 
 

D0214 Early Childhood Education Centre and 
Primary School 
(Waitohu Primary) 
 

Te Manuao Road, Ōtaki Lot 1 DP 20011, Pt Lots 14, 15 and 16 DP 1429 
 

PROPOSED 
D0215 
 

Catholic Primary School 
(St Peter Chanel School Ōtaki) 

Convent Road, Ōtaki Pukekura No 5 and Lot 1 part Lot 2 DP 16604 and Lot 1 DP 
4470 

PROPOSED 
D0216 

Catholic Primary School 
(St Patrick’s School) 

12 Tongariro Street, 
Paraparaumu and 13 
Tongariro Street, 
Paraparaumu 

 

Lots 12, 13 and 14 DP 482 and Lot 1 DP 314578 and 
Lot 3 DP 14471 and lot 1 DP 14998 

PROPOSED 
D0217 

Early Childhood Education Centre and 
Primary School 

Kāpiti Road, Paraparaumu Pt Sec 04 SO 439456 
Kāpiti School 
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District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

(Ngahina Kindergarten and Kāpiti Primary 
School) 

 
Note  D0215, D0216 and D0217 have had notices of requirement proposed to be considered as part of the District Plan Review 2012 therefore these 
designation is shown as proposed until decisions are made on this section of the plan 
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D03: Requiring Authority  New Zealand Railways Corporation 
 As of October 2004 the New Zealand Railways Corporation is the requiring authority for the Railway Purpose Designation (replacing Trans 
Rail Limited) pursuant to section 180(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 

District Plan 
ID 

Designation / Title Address Legal Description 

D0301 Railway purposes: the operation, 
enhancement and maintenance of the 
railway network through the Kāpiti Coast 
District Council to support rail passenger 
services and freight logistics. The rail 
corridor consists of the North Island Main 
Trunk Railway. 
 

Railway through the Kāpiti 
Coast District 

Various 

 
D301 Amended 24/09/12 Note: The designation does not allow the demolition or alteration of the buildings/structures identified in the District Plan 
Schedule of Historic Heritage as B20 
 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-128] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
         
 

D04: Requiring Authority  Wellington Regional Council 
The Wellington Regional Council is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  The purpose of the 
following designations is for the development and operation of facilities and activities for which the Wellington Regional Council has financial 
responsibility. 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation / Title Location Legal Description 
 (where known) 

D0401 Queen Elizabeth Park.  
Regional Park and recreation reserve for 
the purpose of active and passive 
recreation including associated facilities and 
buildings, agriculture, and operational 
activities of the Park. 

Mackay’s Crossing 654.5687 hectares being Sections 99 & 100 and part Sections 2 
& 3, Block II Paekākāriki Survey District and part Lot 15 DP 
5751, CFR 453989. 
 

D0402 The Wellington Metropolitan Catchment 
Area for water collection, storage and 
supply. 
 
 

1600ha lying within both the 
Upper Whakatikei and 
Akatarawa River 
catchments 
 

The Part of 5578.4817 hectares being Lot 1 DP 71399 and 
Section 1 Titi District, CFR WN41D/398 and 97.3933 hectares 
being Section 97 and part Sections 96,98 & 99, Block IV 
Paekākāriki Survey District, CFR WN13C/916 
 

D403 Flood Protection purposes 
 
 

Waikanae River, Waikanae a) Block IX Kaitawa SO Section 2 
b) Block IX Kaitawa SD Pt Ngarara West A19, A20, A29, Lot 

31 DP 28643 
c) Lot 31 DP 28643 
d) Blk IX Kaitawa SD Pt Sec 21 Ngarara West A SO 24520 
e) Proc 595916 Pt Ngarara West A2, Pt Ngarara West A22, Pt 

Ngarara West A2C, Pt Lot 61 DP 18250, Pt Ngarara West 
A2, 2B, Pt Ngarara West A23, Pt Ngarara West A22 A1 

f) Proc 51772 Block IX Kaitawa SD Plan 24197, part Ngarara 
West A35, 78;  A 3A;  A2;  part land on DP 5575;  part 
Ngarara West A3 B1 

g) Gazette 1965/342 Block IX Kaitawa SD Pt Ngarara West 
A3C SO 24197 

h) Lot 1 DP 65115 
i) Block IX Kaitawa SD Pt Ngarara West A3C SO 24197 
j) Lot 5 on DP 44753 
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District 
Plan ID 

Designation / Title Location Legal Description 
 (where known) 

D404 For Flood Protection purposes 
 
 

Ōtaki River, Ōtaki Map reference: NZMS 260 (1:50,000) S25, 6046669N, 
2691405E and 6045737N, 2692324E. 

  
D404 This designation is subject to conditions. A copy of the conditions is available at the Kāpiti Coast District Council office.  
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D05 Requiring Authority  Kapiti Coast Airport Holdings Limited  
Kapiti Coast Airport Limited is a requiring authority under section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  Kapiti Coast Airport Limited has 
been approved as a requiring authority under the Act for the operation and protection of the approach, take-off and other protection surfaces 
of the Kapiti Coast Airport. 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0501 Kapiti Coast Airport  Kāpiti Road, Paraparaumu Part Ngarara West B4 WN46C/570, Part 
Ngarara West B4 SO 20377 WN46C/576, 
Part Ngarara West B4 WN46C/576, Part 
Ngarara West B5, WN53D/165, Part 
Ngarara West B7, 1 WN53D/165, Part 
Ngarara West B7, 2A WN53D/165, Part 
Ngarara West B7, 2B WN53D/165, Part lot 
1 Block IV DP 2767 WN46C/574, Part Lot 3 
Block IV DP 2767 WN46C/575, Lot 7 DP 
367716 275109 
 

 
D0501:  Refer below for description of designation and outline of restrictions on the construction of buildings/structures/aerials/antenna and control of tree 

height. 
 
D07: Requiring Authority  Meteorological Service of New Zealand Limited (Metservice) 
The Meteorological Service of New Zealand Limited (Metservice) is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991.  The purpose of the following designations is for the operation of facilities for which the Meteorological 
Service of New Zealand Limited has financial responsibility. 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0701 Meteorological Observatory and Workshop 
 

Paraparaumu Airport Sec 1 SO Plan 36625 CT 42C/187 
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D08: Requiring Authority  Transpower New Zealand Limited 
Transpower New Zealand Limited were granted requiring authority status by the Minister of the Environment under the Resource 
Management Act 1991 on 19 May 1994.  The purpose of the following designation is for the activities stated in the requiring 
authority approval for Transpower New Zealand Limited 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0801 Electricity substation Valley Road, Paraparaumu Pt Sec 14 Blk XIII Kaitawa SD and Pt 
Section 1 SO Plan 16718 

 
 
D09: Requiring Authority  Telecom New Zealand Limited (TNZL)  
Telecom New Zealand Limited was granted requiring authority status by the Minister for the Environment under the Resource 
Management Act 1991 on 3 November 1993.  The purpose of the following designation is for the activities stated in the requiring 
authority approvals granted for Telecom New Zealand Limited. 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D0901 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 
 

State Highway 1, 
Te Horo 

Lot 3 Deposited Plan 83966, CT 51B/334 
and Lot 2 Deposited Plan 83966, CT 
51B/333 
 

D0902 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 
 

6 Tarawa Street, Paekākāriki Lot 10 DP 26803 
CT 35C/883 
 

D0903 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 
 

3 Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu Lot 4 DP 25259 
CT 24D/53 
 

D0904 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 

346 Te Moana Road, Waikanae Lot 59 DP 18250 
CT 35C/871 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-132] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use 
         
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-133] - Notified 29 November 2012 

District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

 
D0905 Telecommunications and 

Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 
 

Mill Road, Ōtaki Sec 1 SO 36341 
CT 37D/901 
 

D0906 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunication and Ancillary 
Purposes 
 

Hadfield Road, Waikanae Lot 2 DP 43256 
CT 51C/476 
 

 
 
D10: Requiring Authority  New Zealand Police 
The Minister of Police is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  The purpose of the 
following designations is for the development and operation of facilities and services which are the financial responsibility of New 
Zealand Police. 
 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D1001 Police Station Corner of Kāpiti and Rimu Roads, Paraparaumu NZ Gazette 1971, Page 909 
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D11: Requiring Authority  Kāpiti Coast District Council 
The Kāpiti Coast District Council is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  The purpose 
of the following designations is for the development and operation of facilities and activities for which the District Council has 
financial responsibility. 
District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D1101 
 

Awa Tapu Cemetery Valley Road, Paraparaumu Lot 2 DP 444310 

D1102 Ōtaki Cemetery Anzac Road, Ōtaki Titokitoki B1 
Titokitoki B2 
Titokitoki 2A 
 

D1103 Waikanae Cemetery Ngarara Road, Waikanae Lot 2 DP 319570 
 

D1104 Paraparaumu Cemetery Kāpiti Road, Paraparaumu Lot 1 DP 3933 
 

D1105 Mazengarb Road Reserve Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu Lot 1 DP 59080 
 

D1106 Matthews Park - proposed recreational 
reserve 

Extension of Matthews Park, Menin Road 
Raumati South 
 

 

D1107 Norwood Escarpment Reserve Adjacent to SH1 between Lynches Crossing 
and Raumati Road 
 

 

D1108 Ōtaki Sewage Treatment Plant including 
disposal area 
 

Riverbank Road, Ōtaki Pt Lot 1-2 DP 46977 

D1109 Waikanae Sewage Treatment Plant 
including disposal area 
 

Ngarara Road, Waikanae Lot 4 DP 29919 Lots 1-3 DP 20118 

D1110 Paraparaumu Sewerage Treatment Plant 
including overland plots and wetland 
 

Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu Pt Lot 2 DP 2241 Pt Lot 5 DP 2242 
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District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D1111 Waitohu Water Treatment Plant, reservoir, 
intakes, grit house and settlement tanks 
 

Waitohu Valley Road, Ōtaki Lots 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 DP 74896 

D1112 Waikanae Water Collection area 
 

  

D1113 
 

Waitohu Water Collection area   

D1114 Paekākāriki Water Treatment Plant, intake 
and catchment 
 

 Lots 3, 5, 6 & 22 DP 70122 

D1115 Proposed Water Treatment Plant dam site, 
Waikanae 
 

Reikorangi Road, Waikanae  

D1116 
 

High level reservoir, Paraparaumu Panorama Drive, Paraparaumu Lot 1 DP 74641 

D1117 
 

Ōtaki landfill Riverbank Road, Ōtaki  

D1118 
 

Waikanae Landfill Park Avenue, Waikanae  

D1119 
 

Otaihanga Landfill Otaihanga Road, Otaihanga  

D1120 Water Supply Hautere/Te Horo Bores and 
treatment plant 
 

Ōtaki Gorge Road Lot 1 DP 67435 

D1121 Ōtaki Water Bore (1) 
Ōtaki Water Bore (2) 
Ōtaki Water Bore (3) 
 

Rangiuru Road, Ōtaki 
Tasman Road, Ōtaki 
Tasman Road, Ōtaki 

Lot 2 DP 66123 

D1122 Water Treatment Plant and intake 
 

Reikorangi Road, Waikanae Pt DP Pt Lot 1 DP 3432 

D1123 Water Reservoir 
 

Kakariki Grove, Waikanae Lot 1 DP 19187 Pt Lot 17 DP 29972 

D1124 Water Reservoir Tui Crescent, Waikanae Lot 34 DP 18903 Lot 1 DP 18826 
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District 
Plan ID 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description 

D1125 Reserve 
 

Main Road South, Paraparaumu Lot 1 DP 342725 

D1126 Paraparaumu Reservoir 
 

Riwai Street, Paraparaumu Lot 1 DP 32725 

D1127 Otaihanga Reservoir 
 

Main Road, Paraparaumu A55 SO 30873 

D1128 Paekākāriki Reservoir 
 

State Highway 1 Lot 1 DP 25223 Pt Lot 2 DP 4269 

D1129 Paekākāriki Water Catchment 
 

  

D1130 The extra Paekākāriki intake 
 

Off SH1, Paekākāriki  

D1132 Plantation Reserves  
 

 

D1133 Waikanae River walkway from State 
Highway 1 to the sea 
 

Except the Blake property (Pt Lot 29 DP 28643) 
and El Rancho which are privately owned 

 

D1134 Waitohu Stream Estuary walkway 
 

  

D1135 Roading 
 

District Wide  

D0102 Local Arterial 
 

“Western Link Road”  

D01136 Lower Maungakotukutuku Dam  Mahaki Road, Nikau Valley Lot 2 DP 360865 
Ngarara West C1 Block 
Ngarara West C2 Block 
Ngarara West C3 Blcok 
Section 11 Block 1 Akatarawa SD 
Lot 15 DP 669 
Maungakotukutuku Road Legal Road 
Document 496456.1 DP 670 
 

D0102: This designation is subject to conditions.  A copy of the conditions is available at the Kāpiti Coast District Council office 
D01136: This designation is subject to conditions.  A copy of the conditions is available at the Kāpiti Coast District Council 
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D12: Requiring Authority  Horowhenua Energy Limited (Electra) 
Horowhenua Energy Limited (Electra) is a requiring authority under Section 166 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  The 
purpose of the following designations is for the provision of electricity to residents and businesses in the Kāpiti Coast District 
District 
Plan ID 

Map 
Reference 

Designation – Title Location Legal Description GPS location Description/Significance Category  

 D1201 Waikanae Electricity 
Substation 

Parata Street, 
Waikanae     

Lot 8 & 9 DP 20479   

 D1202 Paraparaumu 
Electricity Substation 

Tongariro Street, 
Paraparaumu 

Lot 1 DP 31010   

 D1203 Raumati Electricity 
Substation 

133 Matai Road, 
Raumati 

Lot 2 DP 20085   

 D1204 Paekākāriki Electricity 
Substation 

Tilley Road, 
Paekākāriki 

Section 1 SO 32880   
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The Kapiti Coast Airport – D0501 

GENERAL 
The Kapiti Coat Airport obstacle limitation surfaces designation, as specified below, 
is to ensure that buildings, structures and trees do not encroach into the protected 
surfaces which are beyond the boundaries of the airport. Such obstructions would 
have an adverse effect on the safe and efficient approach and take-off of aircraft. 
 

Legal description of land subject to requirement 

The legal description of the airport land is as follows: 
 

Part Ngarara West B4 WN46C/570  

Part Ngarara West B4 SO 20377 WN46C/569 

Part Ngarara West B4 WN46C/576   

Part Ngarara West B5 WN53D/165 

Part Ngarara West B7, 1 WN53D/165  

Part Ngarara West B7, 2A WN53D/165  

Part Ngarara West B7, 2B WN53D/165  

Part Lot 1 Block IV DP 2767 WN46C/574 

Part Lot 3 Block IV DP 2767 WN46C/575 

Lot 7 DP 367716 275109 

Overview of take-off and approach surfaces 

The physical description of the designation covers airspace in the vicinity of 
the Kapiti Coast Airport, as shown on the designation plan, and consists of: 
 

 Several take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces; 
 transitional surfaces; 
 a horizontal surface; 
 a conical surface; 
 visual segment surfaces. 

 

Modifications to the existing designation are as follows: 

 Changes to the approach and take-off obstacle limitation surface origin 
locations for sealed runway 16/34; 

 Addition of visual segment surfaces at each end of sealed runway 16/34; 

 Removal of the approach, take-off and transitional obstacle limitation surfaces 
for sealed and grass runways 11/29; 

 Inclusion of take-off, approach and transitional obstacle limitation surfaces for 
grass runway 12/30; 
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 An increase in the size of the approach obstacle limitation surfaces for sealed 
runway 16/34; 

 A slight reduction in the size of the horizontal and conical surfaces as they are 
now based only on runway 16/34.  

 Terminology updated by changing references to “base” and “base line” to 
“inner edge” and “inner edge length”, consistent with Civil Aviation Authority of 
New Zealand terminology. 

The origin of the take-off and approach obstacle limitation and the visual segment 
surfaces is hereafter called the inner edge and their width at their origins is hereafter 
called the inner edge length. 

The location co-ordinates of the take-off and approach and visual segment surfaces’ 
inner edges are listed in Table 1.  A physical description of these locations is also 
given in the following sections.  If there is a conflict between the Table 1 survey co-
ordinates and the physical description the survey co-ordinates shall prevail. 

 
The new specifications of the designation are as follows: 
 

Runway 34 Take-off and Approach Surfaces 

Runway 34 has separate take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces, each 
with an inner edge length of 150 metres located at the runway centreline positions 
listed in Table 1.  The runway 34 takeoff surface is located at the north end of the 
runway and the approach surface is located at the south end.  Both surfaces extend 
for a distance of 15,000 metres from their inner edge locations. 

The runway 34 approach surface gradient and fan expansion are 1:40 and 1:6.6 
respectively. 5  The approach surface curves 50 degrees to the south-west starting at 
a distance of 590 metres from its inner edge with a radius of turn of 2780 metres 
(refer to Plan 1). 

The runway 34 take-off surface gradient is 1:50 and the fan expansion is 1:8 to a 
maximum width of 1200 metres.   

 

Runway 16 Take-off and Approach Surfaces 

Runway 16 has separate takeoff and approach obstacle limitation surfaces each with 
an inner edge length of 150 metres located at the runway centreline positions listed 
in Table 1.  The runway 16 takeoff surface is located at the south end of the runway 
and the approach surface is located at the north end.  Both surfaces extend for a 
distance of 15,000 metres from their inner edge locations. 

The runway 16 approach surface gradient is 1:40 and the fan expansion is 1:6.6.  

The runway 16 take-off surface gradient is 1:50 and the fan expansion is 1:8   to a 
maximum width of 1800 metres.   The take-off surface curves  50 degrees to the 
south-west  starting at a distance of 590 metres from its inner edge with a radius of 

                                                
5 The expansion rates specified apply to each side of the fan.  Expansion rate of the total 
width of the fan is therefore twice the specified rate.   
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turn of 2780 metres (refer to Plan 1).  The height of the surface drops 4.6m from the 
point where the turn commences. 

 

Transitional Surfaces 

As shown on the attached Plan 3, the  sealed runways has a 1:7 gradient transitional 
obstacle limitation surface that extends along the length of each side of the sealed 
runway strip edge and the approach surfaces at each end of the runway (as shown in 
Plan 3). 

The transitional surface is to protect the airspace from potential development being 
established adjacent to the runways and  final approach surfaces.   

The runway 16/34 strip edges are located 75 metres either side of the runway 
centreline.  The elevation of the strip is 4.60 metres above mean sea level (AMSL) at 
its south end and 5.70 metres AMSL at its north end, sloping linearly between these 
two elevations. 

The transitional surface rises upwards and outwards from the strip edges to a height 
of 45m above each strip end and intersects the approach surfaces (as shown in Plan 
3).   

 

Grass Runway Take-off and Approach Surfaces 

There are two grass runways identified as 16/34 and 12/30 (refer to Grass Runway 
Detail A on Plan 1).  Each grass runway has a combined take-off and approach 
surface at each end and a transitional surface along each side.   

All the combined take-off and approach surfaces have gradients of 1:20, with a fan 
expansion of 1:20 and extend 1200 metres from their respective inner edge 
locations.  The grass runway 16/34 surfaces have an inner edge length of 90 metres 
and runway 12/30 surfaces have an inner edge length of 40 metres.   

The inner edge locations for each grass runway are listed in Table 1. 

The grass runway 16/34 strip edges are located 45 metres either side of the runway 
centreline and end at the respective take-off/approach surface inner edges.  The 
elevation of the grass runway 16/34 strip is 5.70 metres above mean sea level 
(AMSL) at its south end and 5.80 metres AMSL at its north end, sloping linearly 
between these two elevations.   

The runway 12/30 strip edges are located 20 metres either side of the runway 
centreline and end at the respective take-off/approach surface inner edges.  The 
elevation of the runway 12/30 strip is 6.35 metres above mean sea level (AMSL) at 
its east end and 5.10 metres AMSL at its west end, sloping linearly between these 
two elevations. 

A 1:4 transitional surface rise upwards and outwards from the edges of the runway 
strips  of each grass runway to a height of 2 metres above each strip end intersecting 
the combined take-off and approach obstacle limitation surface at the end of each 
runway.  

 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   Infrastructure, Services and Associated Resource Use

  
  
  
   
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [11-141] - Notified 29 November 2012 

Horizontal and Conical Surfaces 

The horizontal and conical surfaces cover the airport, surrounding land and water.  
They are necessary to provide an aircraft with a satisfactory margin for safety while 
manoeuvring at low altitude in the vicinity of the airport. 

The horizontal surface is located 45 metres above the airport.  The average height of 
airport land is 5 metres above mean sea level (AMSL) and therefore the horizontal 
surface is 50 metres AMSL. The horizontal surface extends 4000 metres out from the 
runway 16/34 strip edges on each side of the runway and the approach surface inner 
edges at each end of the runway.  The perimeter of the 50 metre AMSL horizontal 
surface is shown on the attached Plan 1. 

The conical surface extends outwards and upwards at a 1:20 gradient from the 
periphery of the 50 metre high horizontal surface to reach a height of 150 metres 
above the airport (155 metres AMSL – see  Plan 1).  

 

Sealed Runway 16 Approach Visual Segment Surface  

Runway 16 has a visual segment surface that is asymmetric in shape with an inner 
edge length of 150 metres located as listed in Table 1.  The surface extends for a 
distance of 4200 metres from the inner edge location and the upwards gradient is 
1:30. 

The fan expands to the west at an offset angle of 8.5 degrees and to the east at an 
offset angle of 23.5 degrees both measured relative to the runway extended 
centerline.  

 

Runway 34 Approach Visual Segment Surface (VSS) 

Runway 34 has a visual segment surface that is asymmetric in shape with an inner 
edge length of 150 metres as listed in Table 1.  The surface extends for a distance of 
4200 metres from the inner edge location and the upwards gradient is 1:30. 

The fan expands to the west at an offset angle of 38.5 degrees and to the east at an 
offset angle of 8.5 degrees both measured relative to the runway extended 
centerline.  

 

Nature of works and proposed restrictions 

Nature of Work 
The nature of the work is to protect the airspace in the vicinity of the airport and 
provide adequate safety for aircraft movements. 
 
There are no known works proposed within the Kapiti Coast Airport area. 
 
Restrictions 
The Council will restrict the construction of any building or structure and the height of 
trees beneath the take-off approach, transitional, horizontal and conical and visual 
segment surfaces with the exception that objects up to 19m AMSL may be permitted 
to encroach through the visual segment surface. 
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The construction of any part of the structure, including aerials or antenna, or any 
other object that may encroach into any of the surfaces described in this section 
herein and illustrated on the Kapiti Coast Airport take-off and approach obstacle 
limitation surfaces Plans 1,2, 3 and 4 (below), will be a discretionary activity. 
 
The encroachment of trees into the surfaces will be prohibited with the exception that 
trees up to 19m AMSL may be permitted to encroach through the visual segment 
surface. Landowners will be required to trim the trees accordingly, unless the trees 
were planted prior to the airport becoming established in 1939. 
 

Environmental effects of the proposed obstacle limitation surfaces 

The proposed obstacle limitation surfaces may restrict the height of any proposed 
development, buildings, structures or trees located under the surfaces. In particular, 
proposed developments, buildings, structures or trees might be affected under the 
runway 16/34 take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces from the runway 
ends to the point where the surfaces reach the coast. 
 
The surface gradients proposed include a safety margin beyond the normal 
operational take-off or approach gradients that aircraft fly. This will allow unrestricted 
operations during an emergency. The area protected conforms to aerodrome design 
standards issued by the Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand. 
 

Additional resource consents required 

Where a development is proposed in the coastal marine area and may be located 
under or encroach into a surface, a coastal permit will have to be sought from the 
Wellington Regional Council. 
 

Additional information 

Survey reference points are listed in Table 1 to inform the general public of the 
location and height above sea level of the surface inner edges. This data is required 
by surveyors to ensure that a proposed development, buildings, structures or trees 
will not encroach into the protection surface. 
 

Regulatory authority 

Civil Aviation Authority Rule Part 139 and associated Advisory Circulars 
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Table 1 Survey reference points and aerodrome heights 

 

Northing Pt 
Origin  

Easting Pt PT No. 

NZGD2000 (Wanganui 
Circuit). 

Height 
(metres 
above mean 
sea level) 

Inner edge description  

 726859.00 357858.02 5.50 Sealed runway 34 take-off  

 725552.02 357864.23 4.60 Sealed runway 34 approach 
and visual segment surface 

 725552.02 357864.23 4.60 Sealed runway 16 take-off 

 
726725.30 357858.66 5.70 

Sealed runway 16 approach 
and visual segment surface  

 
726559.27 357938.40 5.80 

Grass runway 34 take-off and 
grass runway 16 approach 

 
726022.27 357940.76 5.70 

Grass runway 16 take-off and 
grass runway 34 approach 

 
726231.30 358144.30 6.35 

Grass runway 12 take-off and 
grass runway 30 approach 

 
726706.70 357754.65 5.10 

Grass runway 30 take-off and 
grass runway 12 approach 
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Plan 1 – Kapiti Coast Airport take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces 
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Plan 2 – Kapiti Coast Airport take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces 
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Plan 3 – Kapiti Coast Airport take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces 
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Plan 4 – Kapiti Coast Airport take-off and approach obstacle limitation surfaces 

 
 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   General District-wide Provisions 

12   General District-wide Provisions 
 

Introduction 

This chapter covers: 

 Section 12.1 Financial Contributions 
 
 Section 12.2 Temporary Events 

 
 Section 12.3 Signs 

 
 Section 12.4 Noise 

 

The primary objectives (set out in Chapter 2) that this chapter implements are 
Objectives 2.11 – Character and amenity; and 2.19 – Urban Design. The 
following objectives are also relevant to this chapter: 

 
2.1 – Tangata whenua  
2.3 – Development Management 
2.6 – Rural Productivity 
2.7 – Heritage 
2.8 – Strong Communities 
2.9 – Landscapes 
2.13 – Infrastructure and Services 
2.14 – Access and Transport 
2.16 – Economic Vitality 
2.17 – Centres 
2.18 – Open Space / Active Communities 
 
 
 

12.1 Financial contributions 
 

12.1.1 Introduction 
 
Scope and Application 
 
The key purpose of Financial Contributions is to ensure that a fair proportion of the 
cost of new parks and open space areas and infrastructure upgrades needed to 
serve growth is funded by those who cause the need for that infrastructure through 
the subdivision and development of land. The purpose of the Financial Contributions 
policies is to ensure that the new or upgraded infrastructure does not place a 
disproportionate or unfair burden on the ratepayer, which would have an 
unacceptable economic effect on the community.  
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Development Contributions or Financial Contributions 
 
Development Contributions  
 
The Local Government Act 2002 requires Council to have a policy outlining how it 
intends to fund additional or new infrastructure which is required by growth. The 
Local Government Act 2002 provides for the collection of Development Contributions 
to fund a fair share of the cost of expanding the capacity of existing Council-owned 
infrastructure to cope with additional demand from new development or activity. 
 
Council has developed a Development Contributions Policy in the Council’s Long 
Term Plan which gives effect to the Local Government Act 2002. Development 
Contributions under the Local Government Act 2002 are in addition to, and separate 
from Financial Contributions. Development Contributions under the Local 
Government Act 2002 are able to consider the wider impacts of multiple 
developments on the infrastructure of the District (cumulative effects).  
 
Financial Contributions 
 
Financial Contributions under the Resource Management Act 1991 mainly consider 
the impact of developments based on an assessment of environmental effects. 
Council has expressed a preference to take Development Contributions in most 
circumstances rather than Financial Contributions.  
 
The exceptions are contributions required for: 
 

(i) open spaces and reserves; and 
 
(ii) the upgrade of off-site infrastructure where a financial contribution 

towards the cost of is needed to undertake the upgrade ahead of 
programmed works which will address any environmental effects created 
by the proposed development.    

 
As such Financial Contributions will generally only be required where the 
Development Contributions Policy does not apply or where the Development 
Contributions Policy does not address the type of adverse effects generated by the 
development or activity. Financial Contributions can be imposed under this District 
Plan in respect of the mitigation of effects on significant heritage and ecological 
features, riparian protection, roads, reserves, water supply, stormwater, sewerage 
and other network utilities. Development Contributions and Financial Contributions 
cannot be taken for the same purpose. 
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12.1.2 Policies 

 

Policy 12.1 – Provision of Reserves and Public Open 
Spaces  

Reference 

Objective 
2.18 

 
Subdivision, use and development will provide for a contribution to the provision 
and/or improvement of public open space and/or reserve facilities sufficient to 
accommodate the open space, recreation, and leisure and open-space needs of 
residents 
 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Subdivision, use and development which increases the intensity of use should 
provide for a contribution to the provision and/or development of public open space 
and/or community facilities sufficient to accommodate the open space, recreation, 
and leisure and open-space needs of residents. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.2 – Provision of Infrastructure   Reference 

Objective 
2.13 

 
The extent and value of any particular financial contribution will be in accordance 
with the following: 
(i) The extent that the activity created a need for a financial contribution to 

achieve the objectives and policies of this Plan. 
(ii) The extent to which the financial contribution avoids, remedies or mitigates 

any on-site and off-site adverse environmental effects caused by the 
subdivision, use or development. 

(iii) The extent to which the positive environmental effects relating to the type of 
infrastructure off-set the adverse environmental effects. 

 

 

 
Explanation 
 
The policy provides a framework whereby a financial contribution will be fair and 
reasonably determined. The test of the reasonableness of a financial contribution is 
fundamental to the implementation of Section 108(9) of the Act. The developer is 
required to meet the full actual costs of on site development works and off site 
development works to avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse environmental effects 
caused by the subdivision, use or development. The provisions of this Plan ensure 
that activities which create demands on community infrastructure pay their fair share 
through financial contributions. This can be in the form of land, cash or in some 
circumstances physical works such as the upgrading of intersections or provision of 
playground facilities. 
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12.1.3  Recreation and Open Space Financial 
Contribution 

 
Purpose 
Financial contributions will be charged to provide for the acquisition and 
improvement of reserves and open spaces, in response to the effects of subdivision, 
land use and development. 
 
 
Circumstances in which a contribution is required as a requirement or 
condition of a permitted activity or a resource consent and the amount of the 
contribution. 
 

1. A contribution of $7,500 plus GST in the Ōtaki urban area and $11,250 plus 
GST for all other urban areas as a condition of subdivision consent for each 
new additional lot in the living, and working zones. Credit will be given for any 
HUE for which a contribution has been made at the building or land use 
consent stage.   

 
2. A contribution of $7,500 plus GST in the Ōtaki urban area and $11,250 plus 

GST for all other urban areas as a requirement and condition of a permitted 
land use activity or a land use consent payable prior to the commencement of 
construction of any second or subsequent household unit (or Household Unit 
Equivalent for any other land uses) on any lot in the living and working zones 

 
3. A contribution of $5,625 plus GST as a condition of subdivision consent for 

each new additional lot in the rural zones. Credit will be given for any HUE for 
which a contribution has been made at the building or land use consent 
stage.   

 
4. A contribution of $5,625 plus GST as a requirement or condition of a permitted 

activity or a land use consent, payable prior to the commencement of 
construction of each second or subsequent household unit or HUE for any 
other land uses on any lot in the rural zones. 

 
5. One bedroom units will be charged 50% of the financial contribution required 

in clause 2 (living and working zones) or clause 4 (rural zones) above.  
Expansion of one-bedroom units that have received the 50% reduction, to 
create units with two or more bedrooms, will attract an additional ‘top-up’ 
charge of 50% of the financial contributions at the Building Consent stage, 
payable prior to the commencement of the expansion. This additional 
contribution is to reflect that such a development would no longer be 
classified as a one-bedroom unit, and rather would equate to a standard 
HUE. 

 
6. The open space and reserves financial contributions do not apply to 

accessory buildings or farm buildings or to the creation of lots for network 
utilities. 

 
 

7. The figures above are to be adjusted in accordance with changes in the 
Consumer Price Index from the date of notification of this Plan. 
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Note: HUE will be defined in definitions section of this Plan consistent with 
the Development Contributions Policy, i.e. as a household unit and minor 
flats with more than one bedroom and, for commercial, industrial, 
community land uses, as 500m2 GFA. 
 
“Household Unit Equivalent” or one “HUE” is defined as follows: 
 
 Household unit: One household unit is 1 HUE, except for a one-

bedroom household unit, which is 0.5 HUE.  
 Minor flats: One minor flat with 1 bedroom is 0.5 HUE. Minor flats with 

2or more bedrooms are 1 HUE.  
 Dwellings: One dwelling unit except for one-bedroom units which is ½ 

a HUE 
 Non-residential development (commercial, industrial, community land 

uses): HUEs are determined on a pro rata basis, with 500 square 
metres (m2) of building gross floor area (GFA) being 1 HUE and 
buildings greater or less than 500m2 of GFA calculated as a 
percentage or multiplier of 1 HUE . 

 
 
Form of contribution 
The contribution may, at the Council’s discretion, be required in the form of cash, land, 
works or a combination of cash or land or works. 
 
Calculation of Financial Contributions 

 
The contributions have been calculated in the following way: 

 
For reserve contribution purposes a fixed figure per Household Unit Equivalent 
(HUE) has been calculated as follows:   

 
(i) The urban HUE value is set at a level that ensures subdivision and 

development contributes to the achievement of the guidelines in the 
Council’s Open Space Strategy, which state that all households should be 
within a 400 metre walking distance of a public park.  The fixed figure is 
set at a level that allows for the acquisition of land for a neighbourhood 
park (approximately 6000m2) at current land values (using August 2011 
Quotable Value data), as well as a contribution to districtwide facilities 
(including ecological reserves and new district-level sportsfields).  Where 
subdivision and development is already within 400 metres of a 
neighbourhood park, this funding can address deficits in other parts of the 
District. 

 
(ii) The fixed figure is lower for the Ōtaki urban area on the basis of the lower 

land values there compared to the rest of the District, and therefore an 
anticipated lower cost of acquiring land for local and neighbourhood parks 
in Ōtaki. 

 
(iii) The fixed figure is comparable to the land value percentage-based fees 

charged for subdivision under the 1999 District Plan (with the $150,000 
per-lot-value cap that was part of that policy) – i.e. the fixed fee of $7,500 
per HUE in the Ōtaki urban area is comparable to 7.5% of the value of a 
$100,000 lot, and the fixed fee of $11,250 per HUE elsewhere in the 
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District’s urban areas is comparable to 7.5% of the value of a $150,000 
lot.    

 
(iv) The fixed figure for rural areas is half that of the District’s urban areas 

(minus Ōtaki).  This follows the same logic as the 1999 District Plan that 
HUEs in rural areas should be charged at 50% of the level of urban 
areas, due to the reduced access to local and neighbourhood parks in 
rural areas. 

 
(v) For non-residential development, 500 square metres of gross floor area 

(GFA) are assumed to equal one HUE.  This is based on the following 
analysis from the Council’s Development Contributions Policy: One 
employee is approximately 40% of the average household size of 2.4, 
and is estimated to create half the demand of a household resident 
(based on 40-hour work week).  This means that 5 employees are 
assumed to create 1 HUE of demand, and at an average of 100 square 
metres gross floor area (GFA) per employee, based on the District’s 
predominantly non-office based employment profile, this equals 500 m2 
of GFA.  
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12.2 Temporary events 
 

12.2.1 Introduction 
Temporary events such as concerts, parades, festivals and exhibitions occur on a 
regular basis throughout the District. Their temporary nature generally minimises the 
adverse effects the event may have on the surrounding environment and as such are 
tolerated for the most part by the community. Although there is a need to ensure the 
number, scale and intensity of temporary events will not generate a significant level 
of adverse effects this must be balanced against the benefits temporary activities 
have to the community and in creating a vibrant District. 
 
 

12.2.2 Policies 

 

Policy 12.3 – Public Benefit Reference 

Objectives 
2.8 & 2.19.

The public benefit of well managed temporary events will be recognised. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Temporary events such as markets, festivals, performances and parades add 
vibrancy and vitality to the District, attracting visitors and increasing the range of 
economic and social opportunities for residents.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.4 – Temporary event management Reference 

Objectives 
2.11 & 
2.14 

Temporary events will be managed to minimise adverse effects on surrounding 
residents and businesses by ensuring: 
 

1. that safe and efficient transport movement is retained on the transport 
network; 

 
2. safe public access to and around the event; 

 
3. the efficient functioning, safety and character of the district’s Centres; 

 
4. that amenity values for surrounding areas, especially at night, are retained; 

and 
 

5. the site has a high level of amenity and sanitation during and following the 
event. 
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Explanation 
 
The Council recognises that if not managed properly the effects of temporary events 
can be more than minor. Temporary events may disrupt the surrounding community 
and reduce the amenity for local residents and make it difficult for businesses to 
operate. 
 
 The duration or frequency of an event can be a significant factor in mitigating the 
effects of temporary events for residents and businesses. Disruption due to short or 
infrequent (eg annual) events is more likely to be acceptable than the effects of long 
duration (several days) or frequent (eg weekly) events in the same location. 
 
Some temporary activities require structures to be erected to support the activity. 
This can include stages, marquees, equipment racks, security fencing and barriers to 
manage traffic or people during the event. The location and design of these 
structures can cause adverse effects for users, adjacent sites or the transport 
network. There may also be amenity effects such as noise during the construction 
and removal of these structures. 
 
 

12.2.3 Rules and Standards 

 
Summary Table 
 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District 
Plan. Refer to specified rules for detailed requirements. 
 
 
Key: Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted 
Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities 
and Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Temporary  events that meet permitted 
activity standards 

       

Temporary events that do not meet 
permitted activity standards 
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Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 12B.0. Applicability of Rules 12B.1 – 12B.2 
 
Rules 12B.1 to 12B.2 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 12B.1 to 12B.2 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9 and 11 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[b] in Chapters  5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone.  

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

12B.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Temporary events in all zones 

that meet all relevant 
permitted activity standards  

Duration 
1. The occupation of a site for a temporary event (excluding setting up and pack down of any 

associated structures and buildings and restoration of the site) shall not exceed a period of 3 
consecutive days in total.  

 
Hours of Operation 
2. Temporary events (including any setting up and packing down of structures associated with the 

event) shall only occur between the hours of: 
a) Mondays to Thursday (inclusive) – 7.00am to 10.00pm 
b) Fridays and Saturdays – 7.00am to 11.00pm 
c) Sundays – 8.30am to 10.00pm 

Policies 12.3 & 
12.4 
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12B.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

Light Spill and Glare 
3. All temporary events shall comply with the light spill and glare rules as they apply to the zone in 

which the temporary event is located. 
 
Noise 
4. Sound testing for a temporary event shall occur once only and shall not exceed 1 hour in 

duration. 
 
5. Noise emission levels shall not exceed the following limits when measured at a point 1 metre 

from the most exposed facade of any residential building or building for a noise sensitive 
activity on another site: 
a. 75 dB LAeq(15 min) 85dB LAmax during the hours of 10am to 10pm; and 
 
b. 50dB LAeq(15 min) 75dB LAmax during the hours of 10pm to 10am. 

 
6. The length of time for any noise event period shall not exceed seven hours on any day. 
 
7. Outside the hours of the temporary event, the applicable District Plan noise limits for the site on 

which the temporary event is located shall apply.  
 
8. Noise resulting from construction, maintenance or demolition work shall be measured and 

assessed in accordance with NZS6803: 1999 Acoustics – Construction Noise.  
 
9. A Management Plan shall be submitted to Council not less than 30 days prior to the 

commencement of the temporary event setting out the methods by which compliance with the 
above standards will be achieved. The Management Plan shall:  
a. Set out the name, address and contact details of the Event Organiser;  
 
b. Set out the location of the event;  

 
c. Identify all potential noise sources and the means by which noise levels will be controlled to 

reasonable levels; 
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12B.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

 
d. Identify affected residential buildings or noise sensitive activities located in the area and 

indicate a description of the method(s) for informing occupants of these buildings at least 
10 working days prior to the commencement of the temporary event that noise will be 
experienced at levels in excess of the normally applicable District Plan noise limits; and 

 
e. Describe the proposed procedures for responding promptly to any noise complaints 

received including describing a method for recording the complaint, together with a 
description of the action taken to avoid or mitigate the nuisance. 

 
Dust and Wind Blown Debris 
10. All temporary events shall be undertaken in a manner that avoids nuisance from dust or other 

wind blown debris at or beyond the site boundary. 
 
Traffic 
11. Traffic expected to be generated by the event shall not exceed 50 vehicle movements in any 

one hour. 
 
12. Parking for the event shall be accommodated on the site of the temporary event or by other off-

street arrangements. 
 
Waste and Sanitation 
13. All litter and waste materials associated with the event shall be disposed of, reused or recycled 

by the event and shall not be placed in public litter bins in the surrounding area. 
 
14. All waste and other rubbish associated with the event shall be collected and removed from the 

site within 48 hours of completion of the event.  
 
Note: any signs pertaining to temporary events are required to comply with the permitted activity 
standards for community purpose event/charity event signs as set out in section 12.3 of this 
Chapter. 
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12B.2 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activities 
 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict its 
discretion 

Ref. 

1. Temporary events in all zones 
which do not meet one or more 
of the permitted activity 
standards 

 

 Amenity Values 
1. The nature, duration, hours of operation and 

frequency of the activity and any cumulative 
effects on amenity values. 

 
2. The noise effects of the proposal, including 

the nature of the noise and the duration of any 
amplified sound. 

 
3. The visual, dust, light spill and glare, odour 

and vibration effects of the event. 
 
Environment 
4. The sensitivity of the environment to 

modification. 
 
5. Effects on the natural environment including 

natural landscapes, native vegetation and 
habitats and fauna. 

 
6. The effect of the activity on cultural, heritage 

and public recreational values. 
 
7. Reverse sensitivity effects on existing 

activities. 
 
8. Effects on the operation of any existing 

activity. 

Policies 12.3 & 
12.4 
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Waste, health and safety 
9. Arrangement is made for waste management 

through a Waste Management Plan that shall 
include: 
a) The method for the waste and recyclable 

material to be collected from the site to be 
reused, recycled and disposed of. 

b) The arrangements for site clean-up, 
including removal of litter. 

c) The provision for adequate sanitation 
facilities to service the activity. 

 
10. Effects relating to natural hazards, risk from 

hazardous facilities or contaminated land  
 
11. Emergency management and public safety. 
 
Traffic 
12. The traffic effects of the activity on the safety 

and efficiency of the surrounding road network 
and the amenity of the surrounding area. 

 
13. The provision for vehicle access, servicing 

and car parking. 
 
14. The provision of temporary traffic 

management measures to mitigate the traffic 
effects of the proposal. 

 
15. The provision made for pedestrian access and 

safety. 
 
16. Methods to encourage the use of alternative 

transport modes (such as public transport, 
cycling and walking). 

 
17. Level of compliance with the other relevant 

permitted activity standards. 
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12.3 Signs 
 

12.3.1 Introduction 
Signs are an important and established means of communication of information for 
business and public/community purposes. In particular they provide directions, identify 
premises, assist businesses in selling goods and services, and promote local events and 
activities. 
 
The size, location and design of signs all have the potential to generate adverse effects 
on the amenity values of the surrounding environment to where the signs are displayed. 
Additionally, signs can become obtrusive, visually dominating and/or distracting to 
motorists particularly flags and banners adjoining the road carriageway and 
digital/electronic signs that contain moving or changing text and/or are flashing or blinking. 
 
It is important therefore to recognise the need for suitably designed and located signs by 
allowing for some signs as permitted activities subject to specific standards. The purpose 
of these standards is to maintain the amenity values associated with the various zones in 
the District and maintain a safe and efficient road network with minimal driver distraction. 
 
 
Note: in addition to the District Plan, the erection of hoardings on Kapiti Coast District 
Council land is controlled under the Kapiti Coast District Council Public Places Bylaw 
2010. Hoardings are defined in the Public Places Bylaw 2010 as meaning ”a board, 
including any frame or other supporting device whether fixed to the ground or attached to 
a vehicle or trailer, for displaying posters or notices announcing future events or for 
advertising or election purposes, but excluding sandwich boards”. 
 
Note: for signs located on state highways or on private property near a state highway the 
New Zealand Transport Agency’s “Manual of Traffic Signs and Markings” and “Traffic 
Control Devices Manual” apply and are mandatory. 
 
 

12.3.2 Policies 

 

Policy 12.5 – Public Benefit Reference 

Objective 
2.8 

The public benefit of appropriately designed and located signs will be recognised 
 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Signs have the potential to be an effective communication tool. Council recognises the 
importance of providing for signs that seek to advertise and inform the local community of 
up-coming events such as temporary events. These types of signs give event organisers 
an opportunity to advertise their event to the public. It is considered that it is appropriate to 
provide for sponsorship signage within this type of sign as this provision may assist the 
event organisers in obtaining corporate support for their event. It is also an opportunity for 
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businesses that support community purpose events/charity events to be recognised for 
their commitment by the community. 
 
Election signs are also a means of informing the community of those individuals or parties 
in the running for local or national elections. Such signs also act as a tool for election 
candidates to communicate to the community the local (or national) issues they support or 
oppose. 
 
Signs may be also be required on community facilities and places of recreation to identify 
the location of the facility and to advertise the activities, facilities, goods and/or services 
offered to the community by these places. 
 
It is also recognised that some public reserves require additional signage to inform the 
community of any rules or regulations that apply within that public reserve and/or warn 
users of the reserve of any known dangers or hazards in the area. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.6 – Character & Amenity of the Living and Rural Zones Reference 

Objective 
2.11 

The type, size, location and design of signs will be managed to protect the landscape, 
character and amenity values of the Living and Rural Zones. 
 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Some signs in residential and rural areas such as property name signs can be helpful to 
identify a particular property. These signs only need to be large enough to indicate the 
location, and are not intended to be used as advertising. Similarly, home occupation signs 
can be helpful to identify a particular property, site or business activity. These signs only 
need to be large enough to indicate a location, and balance the need to advertise the 
business with the need to maintain the character and amenity values of that residential or 
rural area.  
 
There is a need for any other types of signage in the rural and living zones to be assessed 
on a case by case basis in order to assess the effects of that signage on the character and 
amenity of that rural or residential area, including the need for additional or larger signs and 
cumulative effects of any such signage. 
 
In addition to this, signage standards pertaining to home occupations, roadside stalls and 
retail outlets in the rural zone acknowledge that traffic is often travelling at speed in rural 
areas and larger signs may be required to transmit information quickly without undue 
distraction. 
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Policy 12.7 – Character & Amenity of the Working Zones Reference 

Objective 
2.11 

The type, size, location and design of signs will be managed to enable businesses to identify 
and advertise their business premises while minimising any adverse effects of such signage 
on the landscape, character and amenity values of the Working Zones. 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Council recognises that there is a need for locational identification and advertising signs 
within the working zones in order for businesses to promote their activities, goods and/or 
services and to provide effective identification of their business premises from adjoining 
legal roads/public places. 
 
Due consideration needs to be given to the surrounding environment to ensure that too 
much signage or confusing advertising does not eventuate, which can be a distraction to 
passing traffic. 
 
Consideration should also be given to several business premises/tenancies co-located 
within one site. To avoid excessive signage on such sites, opportunities should given for 
these premises/tenancies to co-locate their advertising signage as well as providing for 
smaller signage on the individual business premises/tenancies for identification purposes. 
 
As with the living zones, there is a need for any other types of signage in the working zones 
to be assessed on a case by case basis in order to assess the effects of that signage on the 
character and amenity of that commercial/industrial area, including cumulative effects of 
such signage. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.8 – Safety Reference 

Objective 
2.14 

A. The traffic safety advantages of appropriately designed and located signage will be 
recognised; and 

B. Signs will be designed and located so they do not interfere with the safe and efficient use 
of roads and pedestrian/cycle ways.  

 
Explanation 
 
Traffic directional signage to guide vehicles into and out of a site can assist traffic safety 
and the efficient flow of the roading network. There are a number of nationally and 
internationally recognised signs which have been adapted by both traffic safety authorities 
and corporate bodies and it is appropriate for the Plan to recognise the benefits of 
consistently designed and suitably located signs. 
 
Conflicts can arise when signs are located within the road carriageway, on the berm or on 
the footpath.  These signs can obstruct vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians, distract motorists 
from driving and unnecessarily restrict visibility at intersections or access points.  While 
many of these signs contribute to the success of businesses and other organisations, the 
safety of all road users is paramount.  Any sign that is required to be located within the legal 
road should be limited to signs pertaining to road safety and traffic management which are 
authorised by the road controlling authority, except signs of a temporary nature which shall 
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be subject to specific locations within the district and/or appropriate size, design, content 
and duration standards.  
 
Digital/electronic signs and other signs that physically move such as flags and banners can 
be particularly distracting to road users and have the potential to endanger operations at the 
Kapiti Coast Airport. Such signs require strict controls to ensure the safety of pedestrians, 
cyclists and motorist, as well as aircraft operations, are not compromised. 
  
Signs that contain contact numbers, website or email addresses also have the potential to 
compromise road safety. These details cause road users to take their eyes off the road for a 
longer period of time in order to memorise this level of detail. It is considered that this level 
of detail is inappropriate for signs designed to be viewed from roads. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.9 – Sign Assessment Criteria Reference 

Objectives 
2.11, 2.14 
& 2.7 

In considering resource consent applications for activities which do not meet the permitted 
activity standards for signs, or signs that are not provided for in the signage activity table, 
the Council shall have regard to the following matters to determine the appropriateness or 
otherwise of the proposed signage: 

Purpose 

a) The primary purpose and any secondary purposes of the sign. For example, to 
provide information to the community, to give directions,  to attract attention, 
advertise sponsorship, private advertising; 

b) The degree to which the sign(s) relate to activities on the site or in a nearby area; 

c) The extent to which the proposed sign type is needed compared to a complying 
sign type; 

d) The extent to which any wider public benefit may result from the sign being 
displayed; 

Location 

e) The effects of the resulting bulk, location and placement of the all sign(s) on a site 
and/or building, including existing and any proposed sign(s); 

Character & Amenity 

f) The proposed location, size, design and content of any proposed sign and the 
sign(s) consistency with the character and amenity values of the site, adjacent sites 
and the surrounding area; 

g) The visual dominance and proliferation of the sign(s) and the number of signs 
already existing on the site and on adjacent sites; 

Type of sign 

h) The colour, material and reflectivity of the sign(s); 

i) Whether the sign(s) contain any offensive or objectionable material\) including any 
conditions of consent required to maintain the content of the sign in this respect; 

j) Whether the sign or sign method will or is likely to detract from the character and 
amenity values of the area; 

Safety 

k) The degree to which the sign(s) may adversely affect traffic and pedestrian/cyclist 
safety including sightlines and any potential obstructions or distractions to 
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pedestrians/ cyclist and/or motorists; 

l) The degree to which the sign(s) may adversely affect aircraft operations at the 
Kapiti Coast Airport; 

m) The degree of effects of the proposed sign(s) on the efficiency of the adjacent and 
surrounding road network; 

n) Any traffic safety benefits of having the proposed type of sign(s); and 

Cumulative Effects 

o) Any cumulative effects relating to any of the above. 

 
 
Explanation 
 
It is recognised that there is a wide variety of sign types, dimensions and sign operating 
methods that are possible and it is unlikely that all possible sign designs and situations 
could be provided for by ‘activities list’ type rules and standards.  
 
A robust assessment criterion is therefore required to ensure that signs that are not 
provided for in the rules and standards or those signs that do not meet the permitted 
activity standards (for signs) do not detract from the character and amenity values of the 
zone where the signage is to be located and does not interfere with the safe and efficient 
use of legal roads, pedestrian/cycle ways, and vehicle accesses. 
 
Sign types, dimensions, or sign operating methods other than those provided for in the 
rules may still have adverse effects on the environment and these signs should be 
assessed on those effects and on their merits. This policy is to ensure that this 
assessment takes place. 
 
 

12.3.3 Rules and Standards 

 
Summary Table 
 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules and standards for detailed requirements. 
 
Key: Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted 
Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and 
Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Signs in all zones that meet the general 
permitted activity standards and the 
relevant zone specific permitted activity 
standards 

12C.1.1       

Sign types that are expressly provided 
for as a permitted activity but do not meet 
one or more of the general permitted 
activity standards or the relevant zone 
specific permitted activity standards 

12C.2.1       

Any other sign type, dimension, 
situation, or sign operating method not 

12C.3.1       
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otherwise provided for as a permitted, 
restricted discretionary or non-complying 
activity. 
Signs on places or areas identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage as New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust Register 
Category I or II that do not meet one or 
more of the permitted activity standards 
for signs on places or areas identified in 
the Schedule of Historic Heritage and 
meet relevant restricted discretionary 
activity standards 

12C.2.2       

Signs on places or areas identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage as New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust Register 
Category I or II that do not comply with 
one or more of the restricted 
discretionary activity standards for signs 
on places or area identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage. 

12C.3.2       

Free-standing signs  visible to a 
Strategic Arterial Route from within the 
Industrial Zone Ōtaki South Precinct 

12C.2.3       

Signs that do not comply with general 
permitted activity standards 10 or 11 as 
set out in Rule 12C.1.1. 

12C.2.4       

Signs (excluding those expressly 
provided for as a permitted activity) that 
are located within legal road 

12C.4.1.a     
 

  

Signs (excluding those expressly 
provided for as a permitted activity) that 
are on or attached to motor vehicles, 
trucks, trailers, caravans or another type 
of supporting structure or device and 
located anywhere other than on the site 
to which the activity advertised in the 
sign takes place 

12C.4.1.b       

Signs (excluding those expressly 
provided for as a permitted activity) that 
are digital/electronic in nature and are 
flashing, blinking or contain moving or 
changing text and/or graphics and form 
the background to any traffic signals, or 
conflict with the colour, shape, design or 
wording of any official traffic control sign. 

12C.4.1.c       

Signs (excluding those expressly 
provided for as a permitted activity) that 
are red or green in colour and form the 
background to any traffic signals, or 
conflict with the colour, shape, design or 
wording of an official traffic control sign. 

12C.4.1.d       

Signs (excluding those expressly 
provided for as a permitted activity) that 
incorporates reflective material and is 
located adjacent to a Strategic Arterial 
Route. 

12C.4.1.e       
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Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 12C.0. Applicability of Rules 12C.1 – 12C.4 
 
Rules 12C.1 to 12C.4 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified.  Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:     [1]   Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 12C.1 to 12C.4 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9 and 11 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[b] in Chapters  5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone.  

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 
12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Signs in all zones meeting the 

general permitted activity 
standards and the relevant 
zone specific permitted activity 
standards. 

 

General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in all zones 
 

1. All signs shall be displayed on the site the subject of the activity and shall not be allowed within 
the legal road, except: 
a) Street name and directional signs, and enforcement signs authorised by the road 

controlling authority and erected by or on behalf of the road controlling authority including 
signs authorised under any applicable bylaw; 

b) Road marking, regulatory signs, warning signs and any signs relating to the management 
of traffic within the district authorised by the road controlling authority and erected by or on 
behalf of the road controlling authority; 

c) Decorative, festive, information or advertising signs, banners, or flags erected within legal 

 
 
Policy 12.8 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

road authorised by the road controlling authority and erected by or on behalf of the Kapiti 
Coast District Council; 

d) under veranda signs provided for as ‘Sign type’ (7) in the ‘Additional standards for signs in 
the working zones’ 

e) sandwich board signs provided for as ‘Sign type’ (10) in the ‘Additional standards for signs 
in the working zones’ 

f) election signs in areas specified by resolution of Council; and 
g) community purpose event/charity event signs provided for as a permitted activity. 

 
2. All free-standing signs adjoining a road boundary shall be setback at least 10m from any 

intersection of any roads or vehicle accesses, measured from the edge of the intersecting kerbs 
to the nearest edge of the sign. 

 
3. All signs shall have any external lighting permanently fixed (i.e not flashing, blinking or 

changing) and directed solely at the sign. 
 
4. Signs, other than official road controlling and traffic management signs located within legal road 

and authorised by the road controlling authority, shall not incorporate any reflective material. 
 
5. Signs shall not be located and positioned for the purpose of being viewed from the airspace. 
 
6. Signs shall not emit any sound. 
 

7. The total area of digital/electronic signs shall not exceed 0.6m2 and shall be limited to 2 non-
moving or changing words, for example, ‘We’re Open’ or ‘Closed’, or equivalent terminology, or 
‘Vacancy’ or ‘No Vacancy’, or equivalent terminology. 

 
Note: digital/electronic signs that contain moving or changing text are not a permitted activity. 
 
8. Electronic/digital signs located within the Airport Zone or within 20m of the Airport Zone shall 

not: 
a) be flashing; and/or 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

b) be blinking; and/or 
c) be rotating; and/or 
d) contain moving or changing text, symbols and/or graphics; and/or 
e) be turned on between the hours of 10pm and 7am (inclusive). 

 
Note: for all types of signage proposed to be located within the Airport Zone or within the vicinity of 
the Airport Zone, please refer to the Permitted Activity Standards for the Airport Zone for maximum 
height standards. 
 
9. Electronic/digital signs located within the living zones or on a site adjacent to (and facing) a 

living zone shall not be: 
a) flashing; and/or 
b) blinking; and/or 
c) rotating; and/or 
d) contain moving or changing text, symbols and/or graphics; and/or 
e) turned on between the hours of 7pm and 7am (inclusive). 

 
10. Within 50m of any intersection with a Strategic Arterial Route, signs shall not: 

a) be free-standing; 
b) exceed a maximum of 1 sign per road frontage of any site; 
c) incorporate any reflective material; 
d) be flashing or blinking, illuminated, moving or changing; or 
e) mimic the design, wording, graphics, shape or colour of an official road sign 

 
11. Signs located within 75m of a Strategic Arterial Route with a speed limit of 80-100km/hr shall 

not: 
a) be free-standing; 
b) exceed a maximum of 1 sign per road frontage of any site; 
c) incorporate any reflective material; 
d) be flashing or blinking, illuminated, moving or changing; or 
e) mimic the design, wording, graphics, shape or colour of an official road sign. 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

Note: The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) will be considered an affected party for any 
resource consent application received for signage that does not comply with standards 10. and 11. 
above. 
 

 
 
 

Election  signs 
(local body/ national) 
in all zones 
 

1. The total area of election signage per person or party (whichever is the lesser) on an approved 
site or on private property shall not exceed 2.0m2; 

 
Note: A list of approved sites is included in the Council’s Candidate Information Handbook a copy 
of which is available from the Council’s Service Centres or on the Council’s website. 
 
2. Election signs shall be single faced i.e. one display face only. ‘V’ and other multi-faced signs 

are prohibited; 
 
3. Election signs shall not exceed 1.8 metres in height; 
 
4. Elections signs shall meet the requirements of the Electoral (Advertisements of a Specified 

Kind) Regulations 2005; 
 
5. Election signs shall not be displayed until an election date has been officially confirmed; and 
 
6. Election signs shall be erected and displayed only during the period beginning 2 months before 

polling day and ending with the close of the day before polling day.  
 
 

Policies 12.6 & 
12.8 

Garage sale and open home 
signs 

1. There shall be a maximum of 1 sign in relation to one garage sale or one open home; 
 
2. The sign shall be located on the site the subject of the garage sale or open home;  
 
3. The total area of the sign shall not exceed 1.0m² except for real estate flags which shall have a 

maximum width of 1.0m and shall not exceed 2.0m in height; 
 

Policies 12.5, 
12.6 & 12.8 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

4. The sign shall be removed at the conclusion of the garage sale or open home; and 
 
5. The sign shall contain a maximum of 6 words. 
 

Community facilities signs and 
places of recreation signs in all 
zones 
 

1. Signs shall not: 
a) Exceed 1.8m in height; 
b) Exceed 2.0m² in area, except in the living zones and rural zones, signs shall not exceed 

1.2m² in area; 
c) Have more than 1 sign per road frontage (except on places of recreation  this shall exclude 

public safety signs, warning signs, directional signs and emergency management signs that 
relate to the place of recreation within which the sign is located and that are erected by or 
on behalf of the Kapiti Coast District Council); 

d) Be located anywhere other than on the site of the community facility or place of recreation 
that the sign relates to; and 

e) Contain text, symbols and/or graphics on the signs except for: 
(i) The name and/or logo of the community facility or place of recreation; and/or 
(ii) Information and/or images of the grounds/premises of the community facility or 

place of recreation and/or the goods/services/activities offered by the 
community facility or place of recreation; and 

(iii) Hours of Operation. 
 

Policies 12.5, 
12.6 &12.8 

Community purpose event/ 
charity event signs in all zones 
 

1. The total number of signs throughout the District in relation to one community purpose event/ 
charity event shall not exceed 10; 

 
2. There shall be a maximum of 1 sign in relation to one community purpose event/charity event 

per site; 
 
3. The total area of community purpose event/charity event signage on a site shall not exceed 

1.6m2; 
 
4. Signs shall not exceed 1.8m in height except for signs attached to a fence adjoining a road 

Policies 12.5, 
12.6 &12.8 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

boundary whereby the sign shall not protrude above the top of the fence line; 
   
Note: In accordance with the ‘General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in all zones’ standard 
1. (above); the location of signage for a community purpose event/charity event is not restricted to 
the site of the activity/event. However, any signage located within legal road, road reserve, or 
Council-owned land is required to obtain the written consent of the Council prior to any signage 
being erected. 

 
5. Signs shall be erected and displayed only during the period beginning 30 days before the first 

day of the event and removed within 3 days of the conclusion of the event. 
 
6. Signs shall be restricted to text, symbols, logos and/or images/graphics that inform the general 

public: 
a) The name of the event (if relevant);  
b) The business/company/individual/charity hosting or managing the event;  
c) Sponsors involved with supporting the event; 
d) The days, dates and/or times of the event; and/or 
e) The activities, good and/or services offered at the event. 

 
7. Signs shall not contain any contact numbers, websites or email addresses. 
 

Signs on places or areas 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage 

1. Signs attached to historic heritage identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage as New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust Category I or II are not permitted except for: 
a) Plaques or signs attached to a building not exceeding 0.5m2 in area that identifies the 

building;  
b) Plaques or signs not exceeding 1.0m in height and  not exceeding 0.5m2 in area that 

identifies the historic heritage; 
c) Plaques or signs attached to a structure or tree not exceeding 0.2m2 in area that identifies 

the structure or tree; and 
d) Plaques or signs located within 0.5m of the structure or tree and not exceeding 1.0m in 

height and not exceeding 0.2m2 in area that identifies the structure or tree. 
 

Policies 10.5 & 
10.6 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

2. Signs attached to any other building identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage and 
freestanding signs on a site identified in the Schedule of Historic Heritage shall meet the  
following standards: 
a) Signs shall only relate to the activity undertaken on the site or be for the purpose of 

identification of the heritage site; 
b) Signs for the purpose of identification of the heritage site shall not exceed 0.5m2 in area; 
c) There shall be a maximum of 1 sign per road frontage; 
d) The sign shall not be above verandah level, or where there is no verandah, shall not 

exceed 2.0m from ground level; and 
e) The sign shall not obscure any window, or architectural or decorative feature on the 

building; 
f) The sign shall not cause irreversible damage to the original material of the building or result 

in the removal of any decorative features or detailing; and 
g) The sign complies with the relevant maximum area standard for the activity occurring on 

the site, as set out in this table. 
 

Signs in the Rural Zones, and 
the Living Zones 
 

General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the Rural Zones and the Living Zones 
 
1. The maximum height of signs is 1.8 metres, except for signs attached to a fence adjoining a 

road boundary whereby the sign shall not protrude above the top of the fence line; 
 
2. Signs shall contain a maximum of 6 words and shall not include any contact numbers, website 

links or email addresses; 
 
Note: any numbers and/or letters pertaining to the address of the property that is contained in a 
sign shall be counted as one word. 
 
3. Additional standards for signs in the Rural Zones, and the Living Zones: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Policies 12.6, 
12.8 & 12.5 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

Sign type Standards 
1. Property identification signs 1. One sign per property which shall: 

a) Not exceed of 0.20m² in area; and 
b) Be located near the entrance to the site or attached to the 

residential building on the site or the letterbox or on the 
property boundary fence provided that the sign does not 
protrude above the height of the fence line. 

 
2. Property sale/for lease 

signs 
 

1. One sign per property which shall; 
a) Not exceed 1.2m2 in area for a single-sided sign or 2.4m2 in 

area for a 2-sided/double sided sign; and 
b) Be removed no later than 10 days after the property has been 

sold, leased or withdrawn from the market. 
 

4. Home occupation signs in 
the Living Zones 

1. One sign per property which shall not: 
a) Exceed 0.5m² in area; 
b) Exceed 1.8m in height, unless the sign is attached to a fence 

adjoining a road boundary whereby the sign shall not protrude 
above the top of the fence line; and 

c) Include any other lettering, characters or symbols on the sign 
except: 

(i) The name/logo of the operator/business; 
(ii) The occupation/activity; and/or 
(iii) The hours of operation. 

 
5. Home occupation signs in 

the Rural Zones 
1. One sign per property which shall not: 

a) Exceed 1.0 m² in area; 
b) Exceed 1.8m in height, unless the sign is attached to a fence 

adjoining a road boundary whereby the sign shall not protrude 
above the top of the fence line; and 

c) Include any other lettering, characters or symbols on the sign 
except: 

(i) The name/logo of the operator/business; 
(ii) The occupation/activity; and/or 
(iii) The hours of operation. 

 
Policies 12.6 & 
12.5 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

 
5.   Roadside stalls and retail 

outlets in the Rural Zones 
1. The total area of signs shall not exceed 2.4m2; 
 
2. There shall be a maximum of 6 words per sign limited to: 

a) The name of the business/ activity; 
b) Type of goods; and 
c) The words ‘Open’ or ‘Closed’; 

 
3. Signs shall use a colour combination for the background, wording 

and legend that are not similar to those used for any official road 
sign or traffic sign; 

 
4. Signs shall not incorporate reflective materials, internal or external 

illumination, or moving, changing, flashing or animated parts. 
 
5. There shall be a minimum gap of 50mm between lettering; and 
 
6. The following minimum capital letter height standards apply to 

roadside stalls and retail outlet signs located adjacent to any road 
with a 70-100 km/hr speed zone: 

 
Speed Main message Property Name Second 

Message 
70 kph 200mm 150mm 100mm 
80 kph 250mm 175mm 125mm 
100 kph 300mm 200mm 150mm 

   

 
 
Policies 12.6 & 
12.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signs in the Working Zones 
 

General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the Working Zones. 
 
1. For sites that contain up to 3 business premises/tenancies, the maximum total area of signage 

per business premises/tenancy shall not exceed 5m2 excluding sale of property/for lease signs, 
community purpose event/charity event signs, election signs and moveable footpath signs. 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

2. For sites that contain 4 or more business premises/tenancies, the maximum total area of 
signage per business premises/tenancy shall not exceed 3m2 excluding sale of property/for 
lease signs, community purpose event/charity event signs, election signs and moveable 
footpath signs. 

 
3. In addition to the signage provisions set out in standard 2. above, sites that contain 4 or more 

business premises/tenancies, may have a maximum of 1 free-standing sign per road frontage 
provided that: 
a) Each free-standing sign shall not exceed 6m in height; 
b) Each free-standing sign shall not exceed 5m2 in area; and 
c) Lettering and symbols on the signs is limited to: 

(i) Name and/or logo of the site or business complex (if relevant); and/or 
(ii) Names and/or logos of businesses operating from the site; and 
(iii) Hours of Operation. 

 
4. Additional standards for signs in the Working Zones: 
 

Sign type Standards 
1. Sale of property/for 

lease signs 
 

1. Maximum of 1 sign per road frontage; 
 
2. Single sided signs shall not exceed 2.0m2 in area; 
 
3. 2-sided/double sided signs shall not exceed 4.0m2 in area; 
 
4. The maximum height of free-standing signs shall be 4m above 

ground level; 
 
5. The maximum height of signs attached to a building or fence shall 

not protrude above the top of the roof/fence line; and 
 
6. Signs shall be removed no later than 10 days after the property has 

been sold, leased or withdrawn from the market. 
 

 
Policies 12.7 & 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

2. Free standing directional 
signs directing vehicles 
into/out of a site 

1. Free-standing signs for the purpose of directing traffic into/out of a 
site shall: 
a) Not exceed 1.0m in height; 
b) Not exceed 0.5m² in area; and 
c) Be limited to directional arrows and the words ‘Entry’ or ‘Exit’ 

or equivalent terminology. 
 

3. Signs associated with 
advertising developers/ 
trade companies on 
sites under construction  

 

1. Maximum of 1 sign per road frontage provided that: 
a) The signs do not exceed 2.0m² in area each; and 
b) Lettering/symbols contained in the signs are limited to the 

name of the tradesperson/company connected to the 
construction, alteration, demolition, or development occurring 
on the site; and/or the new proposed activity for the site (if 
relevant); and 

c) All signs are removed at the completion of the construction/ 
deconstruction works. 

 
4. Wall or window signs on 

the ground floor level of 
any building 

1. Signs shall have a maximum area of 20% of the wall or window 
area or the maximum area of signage provided for in the ‘General 
Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the Working Zones’, 
whichever is the lesser; and 

 
2. Signs protruding out from a wall shall: 

a) Be located a minimum of 2.5m above the level of the footpath; 
and 

b) Have a maximum depth of 500mm; and 
c) Not exceed 1m2 in area. 

 
5. Signs above the ground 

floor level of any building 
1. There shall be a maximum of  one* sign above ground floor level 

per wall/facade which can be either: 
a) A single-sided sign parallel to the wall of the building which 

shall not exceed the maximum area of signage provided for in 
the ‘General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the 
Working Zones’; or 

b) A 2-sided/double sided sign located above and perpendicular 

Policy 12.8 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

to the ground floor veranda (if there is one) which shall not 
exceed the maximum area of signage provided for in the 
‘General Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the Working 
Zones’. 

 
*Note: the maximum of one sign required by this standard is in addition 
to the permitted parapet signs provided for in standard 8.1. below. 
 

6. Signs attached to roofs 
of single storey buildings 

1. The total area of signs attached to roofs per site shall not exceed 
the maximum area of signage provided for in the ‘General 
Permitted Activity Standards for signs in the Working Zones’; and 

 
2. The maximum height of any sign attached to a roof shall be 4m 

above ground level. 
 

7. Signs under verandas 
 

1. Signs shall not be located under a veranda where the distance 
between the footpath and veranda is less than 2.6 metres; 

 
2. The minimum clearance under the sign shall be 2.3 metres; 
 
3. Any sign shall protrude a maximum of 300mm below the veranda; 

and 
 
4. The number of signs mounted under the veranda shall not exceed 

one sign per business premise, except where: 
a) the business premise has frontage to more than one road in 

which case there shall be a maximum of one under veranda 
sign per road frontage, per business premise; 

b) the business premise has more than one entrance in which 
case there shall be a maximum of one under veranda sign per 
entrance, per business premise; or 

c) the business premise has a road frontage in excess of 10m in 
which case there shall be a maximum of one under veranda 
sign for each additional 10m of road frontage. 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

 
8. Parapet Signs 
 
 

1. The total area of parapet signs per building (regardless of the 
number of tenancies/business premises within that building) shall 
be no more than 50% of the parapet area or the maximum area of 
signage provided for in the ‘General Permitted Activity Standards 
for signs in the Working Zones’, whichever is the lesser. 

 
9. Fascia Signs 
 
 

1. The sign shall be parallel to the fascia and shall not exceed 500mm 
in height; and 

 
2. The sign shall not extend beyond the length or depth of the fascia. 
 

10. Sandwich board/ 
moveable footpath signs 

 
 

1. One sandwich board sign shall be permitted per business 
premises; 

 
2. There shall be a clear, unobstructed footpath width of at least 1.2m 

when the sign is on the footpath at all times; 
 
3. The sign shall be located on the same side of the road as the 

business premises to which it relates and be located in the area 
parallel to the business premises’ frontage; 

 
4. The sign shall not be located in or directly adjacent to any area 

marked as a bus stop, taxi stand, disability park or pedestrian 
crossing; 

 
5. The total height of the sandwich board including the base shall not 

exceed 900mm; 
 
6. The width of the sandwich board measured at any location 

including the base shall be equal to or less than 600mm; 
 
7. The sandwich board shall be sufficiently weighted to ensure it 

remains secure in location; 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

8. The base of the sandwich board shall be a substantially different 
colour than the pavement; 

 
9. Folding boards shall be able to be locked in the open position; and 
 
10. The sandwich board shall be free from sharp edges, protrusions 

and moving parts. 
 

11. Flags and banners 1. There shall be no more than one flag or banner per business 
premise/tenancy with up to a maximum of four flags or banners per 
site; and 

 
2. Flags and banners attached to buildings or fences shall not 

protrude above the top of the roof line of a building or the fence line 
of a fence; 

 
3. The maximum height of free-standing flags shall be 1.5m above 

ground level; 
 
4. Flags and banners shall have a maximum width of 1.0m. 
 
Note: flags and banners are required to be fully contained within the 
subject business premises/tenancy site boundaries. Care should be 
taken when locating flags or banners within a site to ensure that, when 
windy, they do not encroach into legal road or onto adjacent sites. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policies 12.8 & 
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Paraparaumu North Gateway 
Precinct (within the Outer 
Business Zone) 
 
 
 
 

1. There shall be an unlimited number of signs per site (unless specifically stated below) provided 
that: 
a) The maximum area of signage per business premises/tenancy does not exceed 5m2; and 
b) Text, symbols and graphics on the signs is limited to: 

(i) The name and/or logo of the site or business complex (if relevant); and/or 
(ii) The names and/or logos of businesses operating from the site; and/or 
(iii) Information and/or images of the business premises and/or the 

Policies 12.7 & 
12.8 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

goods/services/activities offered by the business premises/tenancy; and 
(iv) Hours of Operation. 

 
2. Signs shall not protrude above the top of the roof line of the building. 
 
3. Any electronic/digital signs shall not: 

a) Be flashing; and/or 
b) Be blinking; and/or 
c) Contain moving or changing text, symbols and/or graphics; and/or 
d) Be turned on between the hours of 10pm and 6am (inclusive). 

 
4. All signs visible from a Strategic Arterial Route shall: 

a) Use no more than 6 words or symbols and have a minimum letter height of 160mm; and 
b) Be located so as to provide an unrestricted view to the motorist for a minimum distance of 

180m. 
 
5. Additional standards for the Paraparaumu North Gateway Precinct (within the Outer Business 

Zone): 
 

1. Free standing site 
identification/advertising 
signs 

 

1. Maximum of one free-standing sign per road frontage; 
 
2. Signs shall not exceed 5m in height; and 
 
3. Lettering and symbols on the sign is limited to: 

a) Name and/or logo of the site or business complex (if relevant); 
and/or 

b) Names and/or logos of businesses operating from the site; and 
c) Hours of Operation. 

 
2. Sale of property/for lease 

signs 
 

1. Single sided signs shall not exceed 2.0m2 in area; 
 
2. 2-sided/double sided signs shall not exceed 4.0m2 in area; 
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12C.1 Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The maximum height of any free-standing sale of property/for lease 
sign above ground level shall be 4m; 

 
4. The maximum height of any sale of property/for lease sign attached 

to a building or fence shall not protrude above the top of the 
roof/fence line; and 

 
5. Signs shall be removed no later than 10 days after the property has 

been sold, leased or withdrawn from the market. 
  

 
 

12C.2 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding restricted 
discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will restrict 
its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Sign types that are expressly 
provided for as a permitted 
activity but do not meet one or 
more of the general permitted 
activity standards or the 
relevant zone specific 
permitted activity standards. 

 1. Visual effects; 
 
2. Effects on transport (including the 

transport network); 
 
3. Traffic effects; 
 
4. Public safety; 
 
5. Appropriateness of the proposed sign; 
 
6. Context and surroundings; 

Policies 12.5 - 
12.9 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   General District-wide Provisions 

 
7. Visual, character and amenity effects; 
 
8. Cumulative effects; and 
 
9. Any positive effects to be derived from the 

proposed sign. 
 

2. Signs on places or areas 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust 
Register Category I or II that 
do not meet one or more of 
the permitted activity 
standards for signs on places 
or areas identified in the 
Schedule of Historic Heritage 
and meet relevant restricted 
discretionary activity 
standards. 

 
 

1. Signage shall not exceed the maximum height 
and size requirements as set out in the 
general permitted activity standards for signs 
on Scheduled Historic Heritage. 

 
2. Any signage shall not cause irreversible 

damage to the original material of the building 
or result in the removal of any decorative 
features or detailing. 

1. Any impacts on the character of the 
façade of the building; 

 
2. The method of attachment to the building; 
 
3. Whether the location of the signage is in a 

place that would traditionally be used as 
advertising areas; 

 
4. Whether the sign is compatible with the 

heritage value of the building or site on 
which it is placed including its scale, 
dimensions, materials, colour and 
location; 

 
5. Whether the signage obscures any 

significant views, areas and heritage 
features; 

 
6. Whether the signage is dominating in 

appearance or detracts from the historic 
significance of the place; 

 
7. Whether the signage obscures any 

window, or architectural or decorative 
feature on the building; 

 
8. Whether the proposed signage will result 

in unduly visual clutter; and 
 

Policies 10.5 & 
10.6 
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9. Whether the signage relates to the activity 
undertaken on the site or is for the 
purpose of identification of the heritage 
site. 

 
3. Free standing signs visible to  

a Strategic Arterial Route from 
within the Industrial Zone 
Otaki South Precinct. 

 

 1. Traffic effects; and 
 
2. Visual and amenity effects. 

Policy XX 

4. Signs that do not comply with 
general permitted activity 
standards 10 or 11 as set out 
in Rule 12C.1.1. 

 

 1. Size of the sign(s); 
 
2. Location of the sign(s); 
 
3. Frangibility of the sign(s); 
 
4. Content of the sign(s), including number 

and size of words, symbols and/or graphics 
and the complexity of the content; and 

 
5. Necessity for the sign(s). 
 
Note: The NZTA will be considered an 
affected party for any resource consent 
application received for signage located within 
the areas described in general permitted 
activity standards 10 and 11 as set out in Rule 
12C.1.1. 
 

Policy 12.8 
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12C.3 Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
 

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any other sign type, 

dimension, situation, or sign 
operating method not 
otherwise provided for as a 
permitted, restricted 
discretionary or non-complying 
activity. 

 

Consistency with Policies 12.5, 12.6, 12.7, and 12.8. 
 
The matters listed in Policy 12.9. 

Policies 12.5 - 
12.9 

2. Signs on places or areas 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage as New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust 
Register Category I or II that 
do not comply with one or 
more of the restricted 
discretionary activity standards 
for signs on places or area 
identified in the Schedule of 
Historic Heritage. 

 

Consistency with Policies 12.5, 12.6, 12.7, and 12.8. 
 
The matters listed in Policy 12.9. 

Policies 12.5 - 
12.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [12-38] - Notified 29 November 2012 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   General District-wide Provisions 

12C.4 Non Complying Activities 

The following activities are non complying activities. 
Non Complying Activities Ref. 
1. Signs (excluding those expressly provided for as a permitted activity) that: 
 

a) Are located within legal road; 
 
b) Are on or attached to motor vehicles, trucks, trailers, caravans or another type of supporting structure or device and located 

anywhere other than on the site to which the activity advertised in the sign takes place; 
 

c) Are digital/electronic in nature and are flashing, blinking or contain moving or changing text and/or graphics and form the 
background to any traffic signals, or conflict with the colour, shape, design or wording of any official traffic control sign; 

 
d) Are red or green in colour and form the background to any traffic signals, or conflict with the colour, shape, design or wording of 

an official traffic control sign; or 
 

e) Incorporates reflective material and is located adjacent to a Strategic Arterial Route. 
 

Policy 12.8 

 
 
 
Signage Diagrams 
 
The following tables are intended for information purposes only and do not form part of the District Plan. Refer to the rules and standards 
pertaining to signs for detailed requirements. For the avoidance of doubt, where a rule conflicts with a signs diagram, the rule takes 
precedence. 
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Sign Diagram 1 – signage provisions for sites that contain up to 3 business premises/tenancies 
 
 

 
 
Note: the maximum total area of signage per business premise/tenancy shall not exceed 5m² 
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Sign Diagram 2 – signage provisions for sites that contain 4 or more business premises/tenancies 
 

 
 
Note: the maximum total area of signage per business premise/tenancy shall not exceed 3m² plus 1 free-standing sign per road frontage
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12.4 Noise 
 

12.4.1 Introduction 

In New Zealand, outdoor noise is controlled by local and regional authorities through the 
provisions of the Resource Management Act (RMA) however some specific noise sources 
are dealt with under other legislation for example; dogs, vehicles on a road, aircraft over-
flight and workplace noise. 
 
Under the RMA, noise is defined as including vibration. The effects of vibration are usually 
not a major concern; however this is an environmental effect that arises from time to time 
usually due to passing heavy vehicles on a road, construction, or from industrial type 
activities. 
 
Section 16 of the RMA places a general duty on all operators and occupiers to adopt the 
best practicable option to ensure noise emitted from any site does not exceed a 
reasonable level. What constitutes a "reasonable level" is not prescribed by the RMA. 
However the permitted day and night noise criteria’s as set out in district plans may be 
used as a guide. 
 
Management of environmental noise is concerned with providing a balance between 
providing for people’s legitimate economic, cultural and social well-being while controlling 
potential adverse noise effects to reasonable levels to ensure adverse effects (such as 
those on people’s health and well-being) are avoided and a basic level of amenity 
maintained across the district. 
 
The effects of environmental noise are usually expressed in terms of: 

1. Annoyance;  
2. Speech interference - high levels of noise can make normal speech difficult to hear; 
3. Performance - some noises can make concentration difficult and interfere with tasks 

such as learning, checking fine details [such as any job with a large mathematical 
component or where the meaning of words is critical] or work where small, precise, 
movements or intense concentration is required;  

4. Mental health (including noise-induced stress-related effects); 
5. Sleep disturbance - in addition to fatigue and mental health effects, disrupted sleep 

patterns can leave people irritable, change their behaviour, and reduce their ability 
to work or perform tasks.  

 
There is sufficient scientific evidence that exposure to environmental noise can induce 
hypertension and ischemic heart disease, annoyance, sleep disturbance, and decreased 
learning performance in the classroom. However for effects such as changes in the 
immune system and birth defects, the evidence is limited (WHO, 1999). 
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12.4.2 Policies 

 

Policy 12.10 – Managing amenity Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

Noise resulting from development (including fixed plant such as heat pumps) will be 
managed or minimised to achieve an appropriate level of amenity in each zone while 
acknowledging the primary activities and character in each zone.  
  

 
Explanation 
 
Noise has the potential to cause unwanted effects ranging from annoyance to impacts on 
health and well-being. Acceptable noise levels are relative to the nature of the 
environment, and general ambient noise levels, and consequently, noise limits differ 
between zones.  
 
This policy recognises that an adequate level of noise must be maintained within each 
zone and also between adjoining zones in order to manage amenity. For example, 
managing noise emission levels on working zone sites that adjoin a living zone or the 
noise emission levels from a non-residential activity in the living zone. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.11 – Noise sensitive activities Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

Community health and welfare will be maintained and enhanced through appropriate noise 
limits and through discouraging noise sensitive activities from locating close to land zoned 
or used for noisy activities. 

 

 
Explanation 
 
Some industrial and agricultural activities can generate significant noise levels and are 
consequently incompatible with noise sensitive activities, e.g. residential areas, which 
generally have a relatively quiet ambient noise level. 
 
Activities that generate noise can also contribute to the community’s health and welfare, 
e.g industrial areas providing employment or noisy outdoor activities providing recreation, 
and must be protected from the reverse sensitivity effects of noise sensitive activities. 
Productive farming and horticulture are particularly susceptible to the effects of reverse 
sensitivity when lifestyle development occurs within the vicinity of an existing farm. 
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Policy 12.12 – Transport network development Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

The design and development of the transport network will ensure that the adverse effects 
of transport on the inhabitants of existing residential accommodation and noise sensitive 
activities is minimised or mitigated. 

 

 
Explanation 
 
The transport network may have potential adverse effects on the environment. This policy 
is a means of ensuring that the noise effects are minimised in relation to the potential for 
unreasonable noise.  
 
This policy also ensures noise from new roads is managed in a sustainable manner by 
ensuring that new transport networks are developed in a manner so as to not create 
unreasonable noise for neighbouring land uses.  
 
Existing transport noise levels in the vicinity of busy transport routes can far exceed levels 
recognised as being maximum desirable limits for residential areas. Although existing 
situations are difficult to rectify, the intention is to improve the situation for the future by 
imposing new standards.  
 
Road transport is significant to the district and it is important that controls that are put in 
place do not unduly restrict the movement of goods and people.  
 
It is a policy to require any developer responsible for new roads that may create excessive 
noise to provide protection from excessive noise through such measures as adequate set-
back distances, quiet road surfaces and noise barriers.  
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.13 – Noise from the transport network Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

All noise sensitive activities in close proximity to the transport network shall be protected 
from adverse effects of noise, through the adoption of acoustic mitigation measures. 

 

 
Explanation 
 
The transport network may have adverse effects on the environment. This policy is a 
means of ensuring that noise from new transport networks is managed in a sustainable 
manner, through requiring development not to locate in environments which will subject 
inhabitants to the adverse effects of noise. 
 
This policy also ensures that development near the transport network has adequate 
mitigation such as acoustic insulation and acoustic buffers to ensure new developments 
are subjecting themselves to noise effects from the existing transport network. 
 
This policy provides new residential development with improved protection from excessive 
traffic noise. The implementation of such protection is the responsibility of the building 
owner. For any new roads the costs of noise control are placed on the road controlling 
authority.  
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Policy 12.14 – Airport noise Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

All noise sensitive activities within the air noise boundaries will be protected from the 
detrimental effects of noise through a night time curfew and limitations on aircraft engine 
testing. 
  

 
Explanation 
 
This policy seeks to protect the amenity of areas surrounding the Kapiti Coast Airport from 
adverse environmental effects from airport use and development. In conjunction with a 
night time curfew and limitations on aircraft engine testing, this will help manage the 
effects of noise on affected residents The air noise boundaries also delineate the extent of 
land use controls applying to noise sensitive activities, to address potential reverse 
sensitivity effects.  
 
Some aircraft noise is an unavoidable consequence of an operational airport. Noise levels 
need to be set to give security and certainty to the required investment in aviation 
infrastructure. However, aviation noise has the potential to adversely affect amenity, 
particularly for residents underneath the flight paths and within the vicinity of the airport.  
 
Permitted activity aviation noise levels and the management of noise sensitive activities 
within the outer control boundary provide a reasonable balance between these two 
conflicting objectives. 
 
Note: this chapter covers general rules and standards pertaining to noise. For activities in, 
or within the vicinity of, the Airport Zone or for specific rules and standards pertaining to 
Airport Noise, please also refer to Chapter 6 – Working Environment, specifically policies 
6.25-6.27 and section 6.1.8 ‘Airport Zone Rules and Standards’. 
 
 
 
 

Policy 12.15 – Noise assessment criteria Reference 

Objective 
2.X 

 

In considering resource consent applications for activities which do not meet the permitted 
noise standards, the Council shall have regard to the following matters to determine the 
appropriateness or otherwise of the proposed activity: 

a) The nature of any measures to reduce noise or mitigate noise levels and the degree 
to which they are likely to be successful, including:  

i. reduction of noise at source including acoustic insulation and enclosure of 
sources;  

ii. alternative techniques or machinery which may be available;  

iii. adequate mounding or screen fencing/walls; and 

iv. hours of operation; 

b) The length of time for which specified noise levels will be exceeded, particularly at 
night, with regard to likely disturbance that may be caused; 

c) The potential for cumulative noise effects to result in an adverse outcome for 
receivers of noise; 

d) The likely adverse impacts of noise generating activities both on and beyond the 
site, on-site visitors, users of business premises, or on public places in the vicinity; 
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e) The extent to which the noise may detract from enjoyment of any recreation or 
reserve area; 

f) The level, character, duration, timing, and frequency of noise to be generated and 
the degree to which this will contrast with the characteristics of the existing noise 
environment and the impact of any cumulative increase;  

g) The value and nature of entertainment activities and their benefit to the wider 
community while having regard to the frequency of noise intrusion and the 
practicality of mitigating noise, or utilising alternative sites; and  

h) The extent to which achieving the relevant limits is practicable where the existing 
noise environment is subject to significant noise intrusion from road, rail or air 
transport activities.  

 
Explanation 
 
Provision of an assessment criterion ensures consistency with best practice and 
addresses reverse sensitivity issues, while allowing for a mix of uses. The effects arising 
from any out-of-zone activities on the predominant use of a zone requires a robust 
assessment framework to ensure the activity will not unduly affect neighbours. This policy 
will ensure that such assessment takes place. 
 
 

12.4.3 Rules and Standards 

 
Summary Table 
 
The following table is intended as a guide only and does not form part of the District Plan. 
Refer to specified rules and standards for detailed requirements. 
 
Key: Pe refers to Permitted Activities, C to Controlled Activities, RD to Restricted 
Discretionary Activities, D to Discretionary Activities, NC to Non-Complying Activities and 
Pr to Prohibited Activities. 
 
Uses/Activities Rule Pe C RD D NC Pr 
Noise generators from non-residential 
activities and fixed plant located within 
the Living Zones that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

12D.1.1       

Noise generators located within the 
Rural, River Corridor, all Open Space 
Zones, and the Private Recreation and 
Leisure Zone that meet permitted activity 
standards 

12D.1.2       

Noise generators located within the 
Centres and Civic and Community 
Zones: noise emission levels (excluding 
fixed plant) that meet permitted activity 
standards. 

12D.1.3       

Noise generators from fixed plant located 
within the Centres and Civic and 
Community Zones: that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

12D.1.4       

Noise generators located within the 
Industrial Zone that meet permitted 

12D.1.5       
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activity standards. 
Noise from any activity other than aircraft 
operations or engine testing, 
construction, maintenance and 
demolition work within the Airport Zone 
that meet permitted activity standards. 

12D.1.6       

Temporary military training activities that 
meet permitted activity standards. 

12D.1.7       

Activities associated with construction or 
deconstruction that meets permitted 
activity standards for construction noise. 

12D.1.8       

The operation of wind turbines that meet 
the permitted activity standards for wind 
turbines. 
 

12D.1.9       

The operation and use of helicopter 
landing areas that meet the permitted 
activity standards for helicopter landing 
areas. 

12D.1.10       

The use and operation of rural equipment 
that meet the permitted activity standards 
for rural equipment. 

12.D.1.11       

The use and operation of gas guns and 
avian distress alarms as audible bird 
scaring devices that meet the relevant 
permitted activity standards for audible 
bird scaring devices. 

12.D.1.12       

New or relocated buildings for a noise 
sensitive activity or alterations or 
additions to any existing building for a 
noise sensitive activity on any site within 
the Centres, Civic and Community and 
Industrial Zones that meet the permitted 
activity standards for acoustic insulation 
standards. 

12.D.1.13       

The operation of telecommunications 
cabinets and equipment located within 
the road or public reserves that meet 
permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.14       

New, relocated or altered buildings for 
residential activity located within 80 
metres of a Strategic Arterial Route that 
meet permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.15       

New, relocated or altered buildings for 
residential activity or noise sensitive 
activities that are located within 80 
metres of excessive noise routes that 
meet permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.16       

Habitable rooms within any new, 
relocated or altered building for a noise 
sensitive activity and established 
within40 metres of the North Island Main 
Trunk Railway Line that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

12.D.1.17       

Activities that meet permitted activity 
standards and are located within the 
living zones and within 490 metres of the 
centre line of runway 16/34 that are also 
within the following land titles:  

a. Part Ngarara West B7 

12.D.1.18       
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subdivision 2B; or  
b. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 2A; or  
c. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 1; or  
d. Part Lot 1 Block IV DP 2767. 

All new residential buildings located 
between the air noise boundary and the 
outer control boundary, identified on the 
District Plan Maps that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

12.D.1.19       

In the Airport Zone all new buildings 
associated with a noise sensitive activity 
that meet permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.20       

In all zones except the Airport Zone, 
intensification of an existing noise 
sensitive activity (i.e. additional 
bedrooms but no additional household 
units), and up to one household unit on 
an existing vacant site as at 21st October, 
2010 within the air noise boundary, 
identified on the District Plan Maps, that 
meets permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.21       

In all zones except the Airport Zone, 
alterations or additions to existing 
residential, school, hospital and other 
noise sensitive activities located inside 
the air noise boundary (Ldn contour) , 
identified on the District Plan Maps,  that 
meet permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.22       

In all zones except the Airport Zone, 
intensification of an existing noise 
sensitive activity (i.e. additional 
bedrooms) located between the air noise 
boundary and the outer control boundary, 
identified on the District Plan Maps, that 
meet permitted activity standards. 

12.D.1.23       

In all zones except the Airport Zone, new 
residential, school, hospital and other 
noise sensitive activities or alterations or 
additions to such existing activities 
established within the area between the 
outer control boundary and the air noise 
boundary, identified on the District Plan 
Maps, that meet permitted activity 
standards. 

12.D.1.24       

Subdivision of the specifically mentioned 
land titles that meets controlled activity 
standard 12D.2.1.1 and all other 
subdivision activity standards. 

12D.2.1       

Helicopter landing areas that meet 
restricted discretionary activity standards. 

12D.3.1       

Any activity that is not identified as a 
permitted, controlled, restricted 
discretionary, non-complying, or 
prohibited activity and does not comply 
with one or mode permitted activity 
standards in this chapter unless 
otherwise specifically stated. 

12D.4.1       
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The following activities within the Ldn 55 
contour as shown on the District Plan 
maps: 

a. Hospitals  
b. Rest homes  
c. Educational activities  
d. Papakainga housing 
e. Community facilities  
f. Restaurants  
g. Convention centres  
h. Motels  
i. Other noise sensitive activities 

except residential units.  

12D.4.2       

Noise sensitive activities that are located 
between the air noise boundary and the 
outer control boundary identified in the 
District Plan Maps that do not meet one 
or more of the standards set out in Rule 
12D.1.23 and Rule 12D.1.24. 

12D.5.1       

Noise sensitive activities within air noise 
boundary identified in the District Plan 
Maps that do not meet one or more of 
the standards set out in Rule 12D.1.21 
and Rule 12D.1.22. 

12D.6.1       

Subdivision for the purposes of creating 
a vacant site for residential purposes 
within air noise boundary identified in the 
District Plan Maps. 

12D.6.2       

Noise sensitive activities not specifically 
provided for as a permitted activity in the 
Airport Zone. 

12D.6.3       
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Rules and Standards Table 
 
 
Rule 12D.0. Applicability of Rules 12D.1 – 12D.6 
 
Rules 12D.1 to 12D.6 shall apply to all land and activities in all Zones unless otherwise specified. Where there is a conflict between any rule or 
standard in this chapter and any other chapter, the more stringent rule or standard shall apply. 
 
Notes:    [1] Notwithstanding the activity category defined by Rules 12D.1 to 12D.6 for any activity, attention is also drawn to the rules:  

[a] in Chapters 3, 9, 10 and 11 which apply to matters which apply across all zones in the District – for example, transport and 
hazardous substances; and 

[b]      in Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 that apply to specific land use Zones in the District – for example the Rural Plains Zone and the 
Open Space (Recreation) Zone. 

The rules in these chapters may identify the activity as (or result in the activity being) a different activity category than expressed 
below. Additional clarity on activity category determination is provided in Chapter 1 (Section 1.1). 

 
 

12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
1. Noise generators from non-

residential activities and fixed 
plant located within the Living 
Zones that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

 

1. Excluding the activities provided for in Rules 12D.1.8 - 12D.1.13, noise emission levels shall 
comply with the following limits when measured at, or where not practicable within 1.5m from, 
any point on a boundary of a site zoned: 

 
Daytime (7 am 
to 7 pm)  

 

Evening (7pm 
to 10pm)  

 

Night Time (10pm to 7 am 
 

Noise when 
measured at or 
within the boundary 
of a site zoned: LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAF,max  

 
Living 50 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  
Centres and Civic 55 dB 50 dB 45 dB  75 dB  

Policy XX 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
and Community     

Industrial 60 dB  55 dB  50 dB  75 dB  
Rural* 55 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  

 
NOTES:  

1. *Compliance locations in Rural Zones are limited to the notional boundary of any household 
unit.  

2. Where a fence or other noise control structure is erected on a site boundary, compliance 
assessment shall consider the effect of such a structure.  

3. Noise measurements shall be undertaken in accordance with the procedures set out in 
NZS6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 

 
2. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.1.1. above: 

a. Any residential activity including non-commercial private gatherings, spontaneous 
social activities and non-commercial children’s play.  

b. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes. 
c. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 

equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

d. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 

 
2. Noise generators located 

within the Rural, River 
Corridor, all Open Space 
Zones, and the Private 
Recreation and Leisure Zone 
that meet permitted activity 

1. Excluding the activities provided for in Rules 12D.1.8 - 12D.1.13, noise emission levels shall 
comply with the following limits when measured at, or where not practicable within 1.5m from, 
any point on a boundary of a site zoned: 

 

Noise when 
measured at or 

Daytime (7 am 
to 7 pm)  

Evening (7pm 
to 10pm)  

Night Time (10pm to 7 am 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
oth ified). erwise spec
 

 

Pe tivities rmitted Ac Standards Ref. 
standards 

 
  within the boundary 

of a site zoned: LAeq(15 min)  
 

LAeq(15 min)  
 

LAeq(15 min)  
 

LAF,max  
 

Living 50 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  
Centres or Civic and 
Community 

60 dB  
 

55 dB  
 

50 dB  
 

85 dB  
 

Industrial 60 dB  55 dB  50 dB  85 dB  
Rural* 50 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  

 
NOTES:  

1. *Compliance locations in Rural Zones are limited to the notional boundary of any household 
unit.  

2. Where a fence or other noise control structure is erected on a site boundary, compliance 
assessment shall consider the effect of such a structure. 

3. Noise measurements shall be undertaken in accordance with the procedures set out in 
NZS6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 

 
2. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.2.1. above: 

a. Any residential activity including non-commercial private gatherings, spontaneous 
social activities and non-commercial children’s play. 

b. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes 
c. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 

equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

d. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 

 
3. Noise generators located 

within the Centres and Civic 
1. Excluding the activities provided for in Rules 12D.1.8 - 12D.1.13, noise emission levels shall 

comply with the following limits when measured at, or where not practicable within 1.5m from, 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
and Community Zones: noise 
emission levels (excluding 
fixed plant) that meet 
permitted activity standards. 

 

any point on a boundary of a site zoned: 
 

Daytime (7 am 
to 7 pm)  

 

Evening (7pm 
to 10pm)  

 

Night Time (10pm to 7 am 
 

Noise when 
measured at or 
within the boundary 
of a site zoned: LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAF,max  

 
Living 50 dB 45 dB 40 dB  70 dB 
Centres or Civic and 
Community 

60 dB  
 

55 dB  
 

50 dB  
 

85 dB  
 

Industrial 60 dB  55 dB  50 dB  85 dB  
Rural* 55 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  

 
NOTES:  

1. *Compliance locations in Rural Zones are limited to the notional boundary of any household 
unit.  

2. Where a fence or other noise control structure is erected on a site boundary, compliance 
assessment shall consider the effect of such a structure. 

3. Noise measurements shall be undertaken in accordance with the procedures set out in 
NZS6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 

 
2. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.3.1. above: 

a. Any residential activity including non-commercial private gatherings, spontaneous 
social activities and non-commercial children’s play. 

b. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes 
c. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 

equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

d. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities St na dards Ref. 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 

 
4. Noise generators from fixed 

plant located within the 
Centres and Civic and 
Community Zones: that meet 
permitted activity standards. 

 
 

1. Excluding the activities provided for in Rules 12D.1.8 - 12D.1.13, noise emission levels shall 
comply with the following limits when measured at, or where not practicable within 1.5m from, 
any point on a boundary of a site zoned: 

 
Daytime (7 am 
to 7 pm)  

 

Evening (7pm 
to 10pm)  

 

Night Time (10pm to 7 am 
 

Noise when 
measured at or 
within the boundary 
of a site zoned: LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAF,max  

 
Living 50 dB 45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  
Centres or Civic and 
Community 

55 dB  
 

55 dB  
 

50 dB  
 

85 dB  
 

Industrial 60 dB  55 dB  50 dB  85 dB  
Rural* 55 dB  45 dB  40 dB  70 dB  

 
NOTES:  

1. *Compliance locations in Rural Zones are limited to the notional boundary of any household 
unit.  

2. Where a fence or other noise control structure is erected on a site boundary, compliance 
assessment shall consider the effect of such a structure. 

3. Noise measurements shall be undertaken in accordance with the procedures set out in 
NZS6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 

 
2. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.4.1. above: 

a. Any residential activity including non-commercial private gatherings, spontaneous 
social activities and non-commercial children’s play. 

b. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes 
c. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

d. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 

 
5. Noise generators located 

within the Industrial Zone that 
meet permitted activity 
standards. 

 

1. Excluding the activities provided for in Rules 12D.1.8 - 12D.1.13, noise emission levels shall 
comply with the following limits when measured at, or where not practicable within 1.5m from, 
any point on a boundary of a site zoned: 

 
Daytime (7 am 
to 7 pm)  

 

Evening (7pm 
to 10pm)  

 

Night Time (10pm to 7 am 
 

Noise when 
measured at or 
within the boundary 
of a site zoned: LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAeq(15 min)  

 
LAF,max  

 
Living 45 dB  45 dB  45 dB  70 dB  
Centres or Civic and 
Community 

60 dB  
 

55 dB  
 

55 dB  
 

85 dB  
 

Industrial 60 dB  55 dB  55 dB  85 dB  
Rural* 50 dB  45 dB  45 dB  70 dB  

 
2. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.5.1. above: 

a. Any residential activity including non-commercial private gatherings, spontaneous 
social activities and non-commercial children’s play. 

b. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes 
c. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 

equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

d. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
NOTES:  

1. *Compliance locations in Rural Zones are limited to the notional boundary of any household 
unit.  

2. Where a fence or other noise control structure is erected on a site boundary, compliance 
assessment shall consider the effect of such a structure. 

3. Noise measurements shall be undertaken in accordance with the procedures set out in 
NZS6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound and assessed in accordance with 
NZS6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 

 
6. Noise from any activity other 

than aircraft operations or 
engine testing, construction, 
maintenance and demolition 
work within the Airport Zone 
that meet permitted activity 
standards. 

 

1. Activities shall not exceed the following levels at the boundary of any adjoining Living Zone site 
and the notional boundary of any residential building  in any adjoining Rural Zone: 

 
7.00am to 10.00pm   50 dBA (L10) 
10.00pm to 7.00am   45 dBA (L10) 
 
During the night time hours (10.00pm - 7.00am) no noise event shall exceed
75 dBA Lmax 

 
2. Noise levels shall be measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement 

of Sound” and assessed in accordance with NZS 6802:2008 Acoustics – Environmental Noise. 
 
3. All noise resulting from construction, maintenance or demolition work shall be measured and 

assessed in accordance with New Zealand Standard NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics – Construction 
Noise. 

 
4. The following activities are exempt from standard 12D.1.6.1. above: 

a. Any warning device used by emergency services for emergency purposes 
b. Noise from fixed plant that is used solely for emergency purposes. Examples of such 

equipment are standby generator sets that are used to supply electricity only at times of 
electrical supply failure, or for plant used only during life threatening situations such as 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standa srd  Ref. 
smoke fans or sprinkler pumps and is not used to generate power for the national grid. 

c. Vehicles on public roads or trains on rail lines, including at railway yards, railway 
sidings or stations and level crossing warning devices. 

 
 

7. Temporary military training 
activities that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

1. Military training activities carried out on any site shall be exempt from complying with Rules 
D12.1.1 – D.12.1.5 provided that the activities do not exceed a period of 72 hours within any six 
month period. 

 

 

8. Activities associated with 
construction or deconstruction 
that meets permitted activity 
standards for construction 
noise. 

 

Construction Noise 
1. Construction noise shall comply with NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics – Construction Noise. 
 

 

9. The operation of wind turbines 
that meet the permitted activity 
standards for wind turbines. 

 

Wind Turbines 
1. Noise from the operation of wind turbines shall comply with NZS 6808:2010 Acoustics – Wind 

Farm Noise.  
 

 

10. The operation and use of 
helicopter landing areas that 
meet the permitted activity 
standards for helicopter 
landing areas. 

Helicopter Landing Areas 
1. Noise from helicopter landing areas shall be assessed using NZS 6807:1994 Noise 

Management and Land Use Planning for Helicopter Landing Pads; and 
 
2. Noise from helicopter landing areas shall meet the recommended limits and noise management 

provisions as set out in NZS 6807:1994 Noise Management and Land Use Planning for 
Helicopter Landing Pads. 

 

 

11. The use and operation of rural 
equipment that meet the 
permitted activity standards for 
rural equipment. 

Rural Equipment 
1. Any operational rural equipment shall be: 

a) Used or operated only in the Rural Zones, River Corridor, all Open Space Zones or the 
Private Recreation and Leisure Zone; 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
  

b) Mobile during its normal use; and 
 

c) Be associated with primary production activities (e.g. tractors, harvesters, chainsaws and 
farm vehicles used as part of a primary production activity).  

 
Note: For the avoidance of doubt, recreational motorbike tracks, long term or on-going sawmilling 
and any fixed motors or equipment is not permitted. 
 

12. The use and operation of gas 
guns and avian distress 
alarms as audible bird scaring 
devices that meet the relevant 
permitted activity standards for 
audible bird scaring devices. 

 

Audible Bird Scaring Devices 
1. Gas guns employed as audible bird scaring devices shall: 

a) Be used in conjunction with a Bird Management Plan for the property; 
 

b) Be located so that the maximum number of devices does not exceed one device per four 
hectares of land on any site, except that in the case of a site being less than four hectares 
in area, there shall be a maximum of one device;  

 
c) Only be operated between the hours of 6.30am and 8pm on any day; 

 
d) Be controlled so that the maximum number of discharges per time period does not exceed 

6 within any 60 minute period; 
 

e) Not exceed LAE 75 dB when measured at a point 2m from the nearest exterior wall of any 
residential building in the rural zone or at the nearest boundary of a site in the living zone. 
Sound levels shall be measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics – 
Measurement of Sound; and 

 
f) Not be placed in such a manner that any public place receives noise exceeding LAE 90 dB 

when measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics – Measurement of Sound. 
 
2. Avian distress alarms employed as audible bird scaring devices shall: 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
a) Be used in conjunction with a Bird Management Plan for the property; 

 
b) Only be operated between the hours of 6.30am and 8pm on any day; 

 
c) Not exceed LAeq(15 min) 50 dB when measured at a point 2m from the nearest exterior 

wall of any residential building in the rural zone or at the nearest boundary of a site in the 
living zone. Sound levels shall be measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics 
– Measurement of Sound; and 

 
d) Not be placed in such a manner that any public place receives noise exceeding LAE 90 dB 

when measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics – Measurement of Sound. 
 

13. New or relocated buildings for 
a noise sensitive activity or 
alterations or additions to any 
existing building for a noise 
sensitive activity on any site 
within the Centres, Civic and 
Community and Industrial 
Zones that meet the permitted 
activity standards for acoustic 
insulation standards. 

 

Acoustic Insulation Standards 
1. New or altered buildings shall be designed and specified to achieve an insulation rating of 

DnTw + Ctr >30 for the external building envelope of each habitable room when verified and 
tested in accordance with the following Standards: 
a) ISO717-1:1996 Acoustics – Rating of Sound Insulation in Buildings & Building Elements 

using spectrum No.2 (A-weighted traffic noise spectrum). 
 
b) ISO 140-5:1998 Acoustics - Measurement Of Sound Insulation In Buildings And Of Building 

Elements Part 5: Field Measurements Of Airborne Sound Insulation Of Facade Elements 
And Facades.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming the building design will achieve the acoustic insulation standard 
set out in standard 1. above. 

 
3. Where bedrooms with windows that are able to be opened are proposed, a positive 

supplementary source of fresh air ducted from outside is required at the time of fit-out. For the 
purposes of this standard, a ‘bedroom’ shall be any room intended to be used for sleeping.  

 

 



Proposed Kāpiti Coast District Plan   General District-wide Provisions 

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [12-60] - Notified 29 November 2012 

12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
4. The supplementary source of air described in standard 3. above is to achieve a minimum of 7.5 

litres per second per person. Any such ventilation system shall be designed to satisfy the 
requirements of the NZ Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in any 
habitable room. 

 
14. The operation of 

telecommunications cabinets 
and equipment located within 
the road or public reserves 
that meet permitted activity 
standards. 

 

Telecommunications Equipment 
1. Noise emission levels shall comply with Clause 9 of the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities) Regulations 2008.  
 

 

15. New, relocated or altered 
buildings for residential activity 
located within 80 metres of a 
Strategic Arterial Route that 
meet permitted activity 
standards. 

 

1. All habitable rooms shall have an internal noise level of L10 (18 hr) level of 45 dBA which shall 
be achieved with all windows that are able to be opened, closed. Transportation noise levels 
shall be measured in accordance with NZS 6801:2008 Acoustics - Measurement of Sound. 

 
2. An acoustic design certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and 

experienced acoustic engineer demonstrating that the level set out in standard 1 above can be 
met using approved noise abatement measures.  

 

 

16. New, relocated or altered 
buildings for residential activity 
or noise sensitive activities 
that are located within 80 
metres of excessive noise 
routes that meet permitted 
activity standards. 

1. Buildings shall achieve a minimum external sound insulation level of the building envelope of 
DnTw + Ctr >30 dB for outside walls of any habitable room unless they are: 
a. Located further than 80 metres from the edge of the carriageway or designation where the 

carriageway does not yet exist; or  
 
b. Noise screening (such as a noise barrier fence) is constructed so that noise levels 

measured at the location of the location of the building in accordance with NZS 6806:2010 
do not exceed LAeq(24 hour) 55 dB outdoors.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming the building complies with standard 1 above.  
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
 
3. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 

alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a sound level of no more than 
NC30 in any habitable room. 

 
17. Habitable rooms within any 

new, relocated or altered 
building for a noise sensitive 
activity and established within 
40 metres of the North Island 
Main Trunk Railway Line that 
meet permitted activity 
standards. 

1. Minimum external sound insulation level requirements shall apply unless the habitable room is;  
a. Located further than 40 metres from the edge of the tracks; or  
 
b. Noise screening (such as a noise barrier fence) is constructed so that noise levels 

measured at the location of the habitable room, in accordance with NZS 6801:2008, do not 
exceed LAeq(24 hour) 55 dB outdoors.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming the building complies with standard 1 above.  
 
3. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 

alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room. 

 

 

18. Activities that meet permitted 
activity standards and are 
located within the living zones 
and within 490 metres of the 
centre line of runway 16/34 
that are also within the 
following land titles:  
e. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 2B; or  
f. Part Ngarara West B7 

1. Prior to the issue by Council of building consent for any residential building or for any addition 
or alteration to a residential building, an acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by 
a suitably qualified and experienced acoustic engineer to demonstrate that the building has 
been designed to achieve an internal noise environment of no more than 45dBA Ldn in all 
habitable rooms with ventilating windows open. 

 
2. Where necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements an 

alternative ventilating system shall be provided. Any such ventilating system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room.  
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
subdivision 2A; or  

g. Part Ngarara West B7 
subdivision 1; or  

h. Part Lot 1 Block IV DP 
2767. 

 

 
3. Any building for residential activity or noise sensitive activities must be designed and certified to 

meet the standard. 
 
Note - This standard is independent of any existing or future standard imposed by the Airport noise 
contours contained within the District Plan, unless the future requirement is more restrictive than 
that set out below.  
 

19. All new residential buildings 
located between the air noise 
boundary and the outer control 
boundary, identified on the 
District Plan Maps that meet 
permitted activity standards. 

1. All new residential buildings shall meet the following minimum acoustic insulation requirements: 

 
 

 

20. In the Airport Zone all new 
buildings associated with a 
noise sensitive activity that 
meet permitted activity 
standards. 

1. The extension or building shall be designed and specified to achieve an insulation rating of 
DnTw + Ctr>30 dBA for the building envelope.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming this.  
 
3. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 

alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room. 

 
21. In all zones except the Airport 

Zone, intensification of an 
existing noise sensitive activity 
(i.e. additional bedrooms but 
no additional household units), 
and up to one household unit 
on an existing vacant site as at 
21st October, 2010 within the 
air noise boundary, identified 
on the District Plan Maps, that 
meets permitted activity 
standards. 

 

1. The extension or building shall be designed and specified to achieve an insulation rating of 
DnTw + Ctr>30 dBA for the building envelope.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming this.  
 
3. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 

alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room. 

 

 

22. In all zones except the Airport 
Zone, alterations or additions 
to existing residential, school, 
hospital and other noise 
sensitive activities located 
inside the air noise boundary 
(Ldn contour) , identified on 
the District Plan Maps,  that 
meet permitted activity 
standards. 

 
 

1. The following acoustic insulation requirements for residential and noise sensitive activities shall 
be met: 
a. Air Noise Compliance Certification - any areas of living and rural zoned land adjacent to the 

airport will be subject to relatively high noise levels arising from aircraft operations. The 
land within the Ldn 55 outer control boundary, as described in NZS 6805 and shown on the 
District Plan maps will be subject to a development restriction so that any new residential 
buildings are acoustically protected in accordance with the following performance standard. 

 
b. Air Noise Compliance Certification for noise sensitive activities - prior to the issue by the 

Council of a building consent for any residential building or for any addition or alteration to a 
residential building, an acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably 
qualified and experienced acoustic engineer to demonstrate that the building design will 
reduce aircraft noise by a minimum of 15 dBA inside the bedrooms and all living areas.  

 
Note - This condition shall not prevent external windows or external doors in the bedroom or living 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
rooms being able to be opened so long as, when such external windows or doors are closed, the 
minimum reduction in aircraft noise level of 15 dBA is met. The Council shall accept compliance 
with the requirements for residential buildings in Rule 12.D.1.19 as meeting this rule. 
 

23. In all zones except the Airport 
Zone, intensification of an 
existing noise sensitive activity 
(i.e. additional bedrooms) 
located between the air noise 
boundary and the outer control 
boundary, identified on the 
District Plan Maps, that meet 
permitted activity standards. 

1. New buildings associated with a noise sensitive activity shall be designed and specified to 
achieve an insulation rating of DnTw + Ctr>30 dBA for the building envelope.  

 
2. An acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably qualified and experienced 

acoustic engineer confirming this.  
 
3. Where it is necessary to have windows closed to achieve the acoustic design requirements, an 

alternative ventilation system shall be provided. Any such ventilation system shall be designed 
to satisfy the requirements of the Building Code and achieve a level of no more than NC30 in 
any habitable room. 

 

 

24. In all zones except the Airport 
Zone, new residential, school, 
hospital and other noise 
sensitive activities or 
alterations or additions to such 
existing activities established 
within the area between the 
outer control boundary and the 
air noise boundary, identified 
on the District Plan Maps, that 
meet permitted activity 
standards 

 
 

1. The following acoustic insulation requirements for residential and noise sensitive activities shall 
be met: 
a. Air Noise Compliance Certification - any areas of living and rural zoned land adjacent to the 

airport will be subject to relatively high noise levels arising from aircraft operations. The 
land within the Ldn 55 outer control boundary, as described in NZS 6805 and shown on the 
District Plan maps will be subject to a development restriction so that any new residential 
buildings are acoustically protected in accordance with the following performance standard. 

 
b. Air Noise Compliance Certification for noise sensitive activities - prior to the issue by the 

Council of a building consent for any residential building or for any addition or alteration to a 
residential building, an acoustic certificate shall be provided to the Council by a suitably 
qualified and experienced acoustic engineer to demonstrate that the building design will 
reduce aircraft noise by a minimum of 15 dBA inside the bedrooms and all living areas.  

 
Note: This condition shall not prevent external windows or external doors in the bedroom or living 

rooms being able to be opened so long as, when such external windows or doors are closed, 
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12D.1. Permitted Activities 

The following activities are permitted activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding permitted standards (unless 
otherwise specified). 
 

 

Permitted Activities Standards Ref. 
the minimum reduction in aircraft noise level of 15 dBA is met. The Council shall accept 
compliance with the requirements for residential buildings in Rule 12.D.1.19 as meeting this 
rule. 
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12D.2 Controlled Activities 
The following activities are controlled activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding controlled 
standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Controlled Activities 
 

Standards 
 

Matters over which Council 
reserves control 

Ref. 

1. Subdivision of the following 
land titles that meet controlled 
activity standard and all other 
subdivision activity standards: 
a. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 2C (53D/165)  
b. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 2B (53D/165)  
c. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 2A (53D/165)  
d. Part Ngarara West B7 

subdivision 1 (53D/165) 
e. Section 1 SO 36625 

(42C/187)  
f. Part Ngarara West B5 

(53D/165)  
g. Part Lot 1 Block IV DP 

2767 SO 23196 (46C/577)  
h. Part Ngarara West B4 

(Part 46C/570)  
i. Part Ngarara West B4 

(46C/569)  
j. Part Lot 1 Block IV DP 

2767 (46C/574  
k. Part Ngarara West B4 

(46C/576)  
l. Part Lot 3 Block IV DP 

2767 and Lots 1, 3 and 5 
and Part Lot 7 DP 13859 
(46C/575) 

1. A covenant shall be registered with the 
Council (to be registered against the Title to 
each new lot) to the effect that the applicant 
and subsequent owners of the lot(s) shall not 
take enforcement or other legal action, or 
support such action relating to noise of aircraft 
using Kapiti Coast Airport or any operation 
arising out of or incidental thereto (“airport 
noise”), provided that the noise complies with 
limits in the District Plan and such person shall 
not do or permit to be done or support any act, 
matter or thing in relation to airport noise 
which is intended to restrict or has the effect of 
restricting in any way whatsoever the 
operations of Kapiti Coast Airport or any 
aircraft using Kapiti Coast Airport (including 
seeking more stringent noise standards).  

 

a. Imposition of covenants or encumbrances  

Last Amended 29 November 2012 - [12-66] - Notified 29 November 2012 
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12D.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are restricted discretionary activities, provided that they comply with all corresponding 
restricted discretionary standards (unless otherwise specified). 
 

 

Restricted Discretionary 
Activity 

Standards Matters over which Council will 
restrict its discretion  

Ref. 

1. Helicopter landing areas that 
meet restricted discretionary 
activity standards. 

1. Helicopter landing areas shall comply with 
NZS 6807:1994 Noise Management and Land 
Use Planning for Helicopter Landing Pads. 

1. Whether the hours of operation and/or 
flight frequency will adversely affect the 
amenity values of the surrounding area;  

 
2. Whether the approach and departure 

flightpaths minimise overflight over noise 
sensitive activities and sites;  

 
3. Whether the proposal is in accordance 

with non-statutory guidelines such as 
Helicopter Association International Fly 
Neighbourly Guide, 1993;  

 
4. The extent of servicing and status as a 

heliport; and 
 
5. The extent of compliance with the 

General District-wide policies 12.10-
12.15. 
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12D.4 Discretionary Activities 
The following activities are discretionary activities. 
  

 

Discretionary Activities Assessment Criteria Ref. 
1. Any activity that is not 

identified as a permitted, 
controlled, restricted 
discretionary, non-complying, 
or prohibited activity and does 
not comply with one or mode 
permitted activity standards in 
this chapter unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a.   General District-wide policies 12.10-12.15 

 

 

2. The following activities within 
the Ldn 55 contour as shown 
on the District Plan maps: 
j. Hospitals  
k. Rest homes  
l. Educational activities  
m. Papakainga housing 
n. Community facilities  
o. Restaurants  
p. Convention centres  
q. Motels  
r. Other noise sensitive 

activities except residential 
units.  

 

1. Consistency with the relevant Plan policies, including (but not limited to): 
a.   General District-wide policies 12.10-12.15 
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12D.5 Non-complying Activities 
The following activities are non-complying activities. 
 
1. Noise sensitive activities that are located between the air noise boundary and the outer control boundary identified in the District Plan 

Maps that do not meet one or more of the standards set out in Rule 12D.1.23 and Rule 12D.1.24 
 

 

 
 
 
 

12D.6 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities are prohibited activities. 
 
1. Noise sensitive activities within air noise boundary identified in the District Plan Maps that do not meet one or more of the standards 

set out in Rule 12D.1.21 and Rule 12D.1.22. 
 

 

2. Subdivision for the purposes of creating a vacant site for residential purposes within air noise boundary identified in the District Plan 
Maps. 

 

 

3. Noise sensitive activities not specifically provided for as a permitted activity in the Airport Zone. 
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