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Mayor and Councillors 
COUNCIL 

28 JUNE 2018 

Meeting Status: Public 

Purpose of Report: For Decision 

OTARAUA PARK DEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVAL TO 
CONSULT 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1 To seek approval from Council to consult on the draft Otaraua Development 
Plan.  

DELEGATION 

2 Council has the authority to make this decision. 

BACKGROUND 

3 Otaraua Park has a total area of 59.28ha and is classified as a Recreation 
Reserve.  The park is made up of the following: LOT 1 DP 90442 – SO 449746 
CT 57D/533 and LOT 2 DP 90442 – SO 459021 CT 57D/534.  The land is 
owned by Kāpiti Coast District Council. 

 
4 Under the Reserves Act 1977 (The Act), a Recreation Reserve is for the purpose 

of: 

“…. providing areas for recreation and sporting activities and the physical 
welfare and enjoyment of the public and for the protection of the natural 
environment and beauty of the countryside, with emphasis on the retention of 
open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, including recreational 
tracks in the countryside.” 

5 Otaraua Park was purchased by Council in 2012 as a district wide park for the 
purposes of sport and recreation. The management plan was adopted in 
December 2014 and the vision for the park states that the park is for public 
use and enjoyment including:  

 sport and recreation 

 a network of cycle, walking and bridle paths connecting surrounding 
communities 

 an open space buffer between the urban areas of Waikanae, 
Paraparaumu and Ōtaihanga 

 a parkland environment with high amenity and ecological values with 
potential to support development of an ecological corridor that runs 
from the mountains to sea.  

 

6 The purpose of a development plan is to outline how the park can be developed 
in the long term based on community consultation.  A long term development 
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plan is needed to ensure future options are not compromised by early 
development. 

7 Kāpiti Coast District Council has led the process of drafting the development 
plan through its partnership with iwi, consulting with the community and working 
with groups and clubs with an interest in being catered for at Otaraua Park. 

8 Visitor Solutions were engaged to prepare a brief to guide the direction of the 
development plan. Council staff worked with Visitor Solutions to engage with the 
local community via on-site consultation (The Otaraua Park Experience event) 
an online survey and workshops with key stakeholder groups. 

The engagement process included: 

 Over 1,000 participants at The Otaraua Park experience event 

 Joint workshops with key stakeholders who had expressed an interest 

through the management plan process 

 A walkover and follow up workshops with Te Ātiawa iwi (Otaraua Hapu) 

 Initial workshop with adjoining neighbours 

o A second workshop is planned for after this report was written.  A 

verbal update can be provided at the meeting. 

 Workshop with Waikanae and Paraparaumu-Raumati Community Boards 

 Detailed follow up workshops with cycling, football, netball and BMX 

10 The need for an additional access to Otaraua Park was identified at the time 
Council purchased the land.  As part of the development plan process BECA was 
engaged to investigate the best location for an entrance from the old SH1.  The 
access option recommended by BECA was via a bridge over the railway lines.  
The purchase of private land was required to enable this entrance in the future.  
Council has an agreement for future use of the land including allowing the land to 
continue to be farmed until required for the new entrance. The draft development 
plan allows for the bridge to provide the main access in the future. 

ISSUES AND OPTIONS 

Issues 

11 Otaraua Park does not have any services other than power.  All water supply, 
waste water and storm water needs to be part of the developed design.  Lowe 
Environmental has been working with Council staff to provide advice for the best 
locations and systems for waste water.  The area set aside for waste water is 
based on what we know now.  Until further investigation and more detailed design 
is undertaken this location could need to be adapted in the future.  Detailed 
design for the required services will be undertaken at the appropriate stage of 
development.  

12 Some key development principles have evolved through the planning process. 
These are: 

 A district wide park that provides sports and recreation opportunities for 
the Kapiti community and is of regional significance 

 A mix of sports, events, recreation and ecological restoration  

 Multi use and shared spaces 

 Flexible spaces that are adaptable to future demand 

 Self contained services that are sustainable and environment friendly  
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 Disability friendly with provision for disability sport 

 A place that celebrates and shares local history and culture 
 

13 The draft development plan is primarily based on the brief provided by Visitor 
Solutions.  The brief is based on advice from iwi; community and key stakeholder 
feedback; their knowledge of sport and recreation trends; information gathered 
from the community facilities strategy; Otaraua Park Management Plan principles 
and advice from Council officers.  This brief is attached as Appendix 1.  Visitor 
Solutions finished working on the development plan once the brief was finalised.  

14 In addition to the Visitor Solutions brief, detailed workshops with key groups that 
are proposed to be accommodated at the park have further informed the plan. 

15 The draft development plan has been designed with the aim of being able to cater 
for large scale events for both sport and recreation.  The multi-use track will be 
able to accommodate national sporting events once it has been fully developed. 

16 Council staff consider that the draft Otaraua development plan responds to 
community and key stakeholders needs and enables future development in a way 
that will create a sports and recreation park for the Kāpiti community as well as 
attracting visitors and events from outside of the Kāpiti District. 

17 After the one month consultation period Council staff will review the draft plan 
accordingly.  If changes are deemed necessary further workshops will be held 
with iwi and key stakeholders.  Provided there are no significant changes which 
require further consultation the plan will be presented back to Council for 
adoption by the end of 2018.  

CONSIDERATIONS 

Policy considerations 

18 There are no policy considerations. 

Legal considerations 

19 The development plan needs to follow the principles of the management plan.  
Council officers have ensured that this is the case. 

Financial considerations 

11 There is some budget for development included in the 2018-2038 Long Term 
Plan.  The intention is that development will be a mix of rates funded along with 
sponsorship and external funding. A high level funding strategy is currently being 
drafted by the Giblin Group. Funding currently allowed for in the Long Term Plan 
is as follows (details are attached in Appendix 2):  

 Y1 = $153,000 

 Y3 = $700,000 

 Y4 = $838,000 

 Y5 = $101,000  

 Y6 = $345,000 

 Y7 = $2.21m 

 Every year after = $360,000 (inflated) 
 

20 The development plan will further inform the 2021-2041 Long Term Plan. 
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Tāngata whenua considerations 

21 Otaraua Park is a culturally significant site for Te Āti Awa ki Whakarongotai, 
particularly the Otaraua Hapu.  The draft development plan has been prepared in 
partnership with the Otaraua Hapu. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND ENGAGEMENT  

Significance policy 

22 This matter has a low level of significance under Council policy. 

Consultation already undertaken 

23 Extensive consultation has been undertaken since March 2017 through a variety 
of events, workshops and meetings with key stakeholders.  

24 Council has worked closely with Te Āti Awa ki Whakarongotai  (Otaraua Hapu) as 
partners throughout the process. 

Publicity  

25 A communications and engagement plan has been implemented throughout the 
process of drafting the plan. 

26 The draft development plan will be open for consultation for one month from 9 
July.  The community will be made aware of the consultation process via direct 
contact with those previously involved and Councils main communications 
channels such as a notice in the local papers and facebook.  In addition, signs 
will be installed alongside Otaraua Park (Waikanae river trail) detailing the 
development plan concept. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

27 That Council approves the draft Otaraua Park Development Plan and 
consultation documents as attached in Appendix 3 to report CS-18-530, for 
consultation. 

 
Report prepared by Approved for 

submission 
Approved for 
submission 

   

Alison Law Sean Mallon Max Pedersen 

Parks and Recreation 
Manager 

Group Manager 
Infrastructure Services 

Group Manager  
Community Services 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Appendix 1 Development brief from Visitor Solutions 
Appendix 2 LTP funding stages for Otaraua Park 
Appendix 3 Consultation Documents for Otaraua Park Draft Development Plan 
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