


 

Please note that any information provided in response to your request may be published on the Council website,  
with your personal details removed. 

 

 

Response to questions 1 – 5 
 
As your request was very broad, we reached out to you to discuss your areas of 
interest. After initial discussion, Council understood that you are interested in 
considering material that underpins Council analysis, in advance of the 20 May 2025 
Council Hearing on the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw.   
 
Given that subsequent discussions have occurred, I am noting the following to confirm 
steps we have since taken: 
 
We provided the “Thrive Spaces and Places” Report noting that they are an 
independent parks and recreation specialist who undertook an initial assessment of 
land suitable for freedom camping across the district between February 5th-8th 
2024. The Thrive assessment considered some areas that are not Council owned, 
as well as some Council reserves; both are beyond the primary scope of the 
proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw.  

 
We advised that further work was necessary within Council to refine the options that 
formed the proposal for public feedback. Of note:  

 
1. An additional assessment of Council sites from the report was undertaken – 

excluding reserves (which are managed under the Reserves Act), by Council 
officers considering the local use of sites having regard to the factors 
identified in the Act. The factors are the:  
 
a. Area - known historic, cultural, and heritage significance, and ecological 

issues supporting the need for protection. 
b. Access - including recreational and other uses and users of the area. 
c. Health and safety - of all potential users of the area and associated 

activities.   
 

2. Through that work, all sites that were identified and proposed to be restricted 
or prohibited were identified in Appendix B: Assessment of Sites of our 
Statement of Proposal. This alongside information on conditions for the use of 
proposed sites was provided in materials for feedback through consultation 
Appendix B - Site Assessments (117 KB) (pdf).   

 
3. With the exception of five reserves which are identified for freedom camping 

in the current Policy, the suitability for any of Council’s reserves for freedom 
camping will be considered and included as part of the process to update 
reserve management plans under the Reserves Act 1977, which is currently 
underway.  
 
a. Following receipt of the Thrive assessment you met with Hamish 

McGillivray, Manager Research and Policy, and Richard Hopkins 
Manager Environmental Standards on Wednesday 7 May 2025 to provide 
further details to your questions seeking clarification of the process for 





 

Please note that any information provided in response to your request may be published on the Council website,  
with your personal details removed. 

 

You have the right to request the Ombudsman to review this decision. Complaints 
can be sent by email to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz,  or by post to The 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
Ngā mihi,  
 
 
 
Kris Pervan 
Group Manager Strategy and Growth  
Te Kaihautū Rautaki me te Tupu    















2230343 15/10/2022
Te Miti Street, 
Paekakarik

A new RFS 1294624 has been added with the following details:  We have recorded the following 
information:  RFS Started: 15-Oct-2022 12:17 Call In: 12:21
Duty Officer Contacted? Spoke to Officer
Name/Number: 

Issue Location:  Te Miti Street, Paekakariki
Details: Freedom parking outside the footpath.
White Isuzu Caravan. Campervan is still on the
street with the trailer which is not warranted

Customer has requested feedback? No via (Unknown)
Referred By: 

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

Tickets issued for Trailer - No WOF & 
Vehicle
parked on the footpath. Comp updated. 
Comp spoke
to owners as well 18/10/2022

2230591 18/10/2022

Iver Trask 
Place, 
Paraparaumu

Reference AR221061068  Submitted on Tue 18 Oct 2022 9:01 AM 
Report type
Illegal camping

Description
Man in vehicle with dog. Dog has no obvious signs
of being registered (no collar or registration
tag). Man arrives early in the morning and is
parked all day. Runs his dog off lead in the
school grounds.

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

Vehicle has unable to be located again

IF occupant is found again inquires will 
be made
into dog and vehicle 08/11/2022

2231305 27/10/2022

Tutere Street, 
Waikanae 
Beach

RFS 1298461 Customer: Refused to Give Details CustomerAddress: (Unknown) Home Phone: 
(Unknown) Cell Phone: (Unknown) Work Phone: (Unknown)
Fax: (Unknown)
Email: (Unknown)

We have recorded the following information:

RFS Started: 27-Oct-2022 8:00
Call In: 0743

Issue Location:  Tutere Street, Waikanae Beach
Details: Grey car and white van is freedom
camping by the Waikanae River, but not in the
designated place. They are leaving toilet paper
behind the vehicle. The caller did not have any
registration details.
Officer Contacted: Not applicable
Name & Number of Officer: (Unknown)

Customer has requested feedback? No via (Unknown
Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

SR to be signed off as no further action 
needed
at this stage. 31/10/2022

s 7(2)

s 7(2)(a)

s 7(2)(a)
s 7(



























2302130 25/01/2023

**Received via email from the customer, this has been attached to the SR** Dear Sir/Madam,  For 
some time now a man has been parking his house bus intermittently in the car park at the Te 
Moana
Road entrance to Mazengarb Reserve.  He appears
to be living in the bus, and staying overnight at
the car park.

This does not much affect me, except that he has
a dog that is prone to barking. 

Tonight, though, the dog has been barking a lot.
When I went round to investigate, I found that
the occupant was not there, and that the dog was
boarded up in the rear of the vehicle.  The
driver's side window was partially open, but I
imagine that it was very warm in the back, where
there were no open windows.  ........

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

Bus does not appear to be there.  Comp 
advises
that it does move about. Will keep 
checking but
NFA 27/01/2023

2302143 25/01/2023

Te Moana 
Road, 
Waikanae

A new RFS 1334115 has been added with the following details:  We have recorded the following 
information:  RFS Started: 24-Jan-2023 21:03 Call In: 19.12

Details: Caller informed of 4 Freedom Campervans
parked on the reserve by the Waimiha stream. She
said it is clearly written that only 2 Campervans
are allowed, but there is 4 Campervans there, She
did not give any other details of the campervan

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

Called comp, left msg saying that the 
Freedom
Camping Ambassadors will visit the 
sight.  NFA 25/01/2023

2302308 26/01/2023

Manly Street, 
Paraparaumu 
Beach

Email received with photos. See attached for full message. 25/1/23. 9.51pm.  Wanting to highlight 
to Kapiti Coast District Council the growing numbers of freedom campers at Raumati / 
Paraparaumu beach.

Appreciate it is summer / holiday time, however
the area is getting overcrowded and essentially
leaving little or no space for other residents
(local ratepayers) to enjoy.
Attached some photos I took this evening (25
January 2023) when out for a bike ride.    Note
your sign permits for a maximum of three (3)
vehicles, however at a glance there were at least
seven (7) vehicles camping.   Several vehicles
did not have current WOF / registration and also
had a lot of rubbish around them / overflowing
the nearby bins.

Further along in Marine Parade in Paraparaumu
Beach on Sunday 22 January I noted there is
signage for only two (2) vehicles, although there
was five (5) vehicles in the area

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt Being delt with by PSAMO FCA 27/01/2023

2302752 30/01/2023

**Received via Antenno, photos have been attached** Description Council reserve, Arawa St/ 
Matatua Rd. Camper van parked since before weekend. Now joined by car. Not a free camp area. 
See photos for vehicle details, rego

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

TT & RT visited site assisted in moving 
vehicle
on. Vehicle has now moved on. Close 
SR 01/02/2023

s 7(2)(a)























































2402843 21/01/2024
Marine Parade,
Otaki

RFS Started: 21-Jan-2024 20:36 Call In: 2038 Duty Officer Contacted? Not applicable 
Name/Number: (Unknown)  Issue Location:  Marine Parade, Otaki Beach
Details: Approx 50 vehicles, vans, camper vans,
caravans and many not self contained are parked
up at the Otaki beach river mouth parking area

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

DE monitored and recorded location on 
daily FC
rounds. Half of campers counted (50) 
had eft due
to weather. Over-crowding is a chronic 
issue at
this site and will be looked at through FC 
Policy
Review/Bylaw process. Comp didn't 
leave any
contact info to respond. NFA 22/01/2024

2402844 21/01/2024

Issue Location:  Sea Road, Te Horo Beach Details: Multiple vehicles currently camped overnight at 
Te Horo Beach.  Caller has number plates for two.  Have been there since 1800 yesterday. Two 
vans -  - checked CarJam - isn't registered to anything.
Second one is

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

DE checked location on FC rounds. 
Campers had
left. DE called comp on site, and he has 
emailed
DE pictures, which are attached. DE 
added this SR
and pictures to Freedom camping RAD 
file - "SR's".
NFA 22/01/2024

2402985 21/01/2024

RFS Started: 21-Jan-2024 20:36 Call In: 2038 Duty Officer Contacted? Not applicable 
Name/Number: (Unknown)  Issue Location:  Marine Parade, Otaki Beach
Details: Approx 50 vehicles, vans, camper vans,
caravans and many not self contained are parked
up at the Otaki beach river mouth parking area

Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

DE called comp. text her my email 
address so she
can send me pics. DE encouraged her to 
compile
submission for poilcy review and she will 
email
it to me. Comp very upset at disrespect 
of the
river mouth, esp the fishing....no 
signage, no
rules (it seems), no regulations. Comp 
stated
lots of people come from Porirua, levin, 
large
Pilipino community come to river mouth 
and take
large quantities of fish. Comp lived in 
Otaki 40
years and said this incident is the worst 
she's
seen in regard to number of vehicles. DE 
will
forward her email submission to policy 
team to
add in. 24/01/2024

2403002 23/01/2024 Please see email attached: Mon 22/01/2024 9:47 PM   
Public Spaces Animal 
Mgmt

DE checked site today, and occupant 
staying in
tent has left. No rubbish or waste left. 
NFA 31/01/2024

s 7(2)(a)
s 7(2)(a)



































































































In time










