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Executive summary 

We've got the perfect opportunity to transform Paraparaumu town 

centre and Kāpiti Road with the removal of State Highway 1 (SH1) 

as the main thoroughfare, and creation of the Expressway. 

Previous work has seen the creation of a vision for the centre as 

the 'civic heart of the district': 

■ cultural facilities, natural assets, high quality public spaces and 

links to retail areas  

■ a districtwide retail function  

■ a districtwide civic function and the location of major 

recreational facilities  

A significant study by Council resulted in the Paraparaumu 

Structure Plan 2012, which is contained in the Proposed District 

Plan. This project gives us the opportunity to revisit and refine the 

previous thinking and build consensus on the future of 

Paraparaumu town centre, and as well as consider what 

improvements can be made to Kāpiti Road and the existing SH1.  

This report presents preliminary concept designs for transforming 

Paraparaumu town centre into a vibrant town centre at the heart 

of the district and for enhancing the connectivity of Kāpiti Road. 



 Paraparaumu and Kāpiti Road Preliminary Concept Designs 

 

      // August 2014 BOGACKI  PROPERTY 

Ri 

  

East view of existing Paraparaumu town centre (purple colour buildings are civic buildings) 
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1 Context  

Project vision 

Developing a welcoming town centre that reflects our proud history and 

meets our needs, over the next 30 or so years.  

Project objective 

To provide an integrated long-term approach to major design projects 

of key district focal points – including Paraparaumu Town Centre, Kāpiti 

Road and the existing SH1. 

Project area 

The focus is on Paraparaumu town centre (from to SH1 to the east, 

Ihakara Street to the south, and Kāpiti Road to the north) and the 

function and connectivity of Kāpiti Road. We also considered the wider 

area and adjoining connectors. 

For Paraparaumu Town Centre and Kāpiti Road 
there is a new opportunity 

Once the Expressway is completed, SH1 from MacKays to Peka Peka 

becomes a local main road enabling new thinking about the town 

centre’s future and functioning of Kāpiti Road. 

Feedback sought 

This report is a preliminary assessment of concept designs for 

Paraparaumu and Kāpiti Road. It builds on a number of background 

studies and community engagement.  Further community engagement 

is now recommended to test these ideas. Following feedback we will 

further refine concepts, and will consider costs and how to stage 

investment. Further opportunity for feedback will occur through 

Council’s Long Term Plan 2015-2018 in March-June 2015.
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2 Introduction 

The Kāpiti community has a once in a lifetime opportunity to shape and 

transform the future of the Paraparaumu town centre.  

Completion of the Expressway in mid-2017 means there will be 

significant implications to the function and operation of Kāpiti Road. 

Coupled with significant new investment in commercial developments 

at Kāpiti Landing, Coastlands and in the Wharemauku precinct, means 

the community needs to set its vision and direction to for the town 

centre.  

In 2012 Council completed a Structure Plan for the town centre and 

incorporated it within the Proposed District Plan. Submissions on the 

Proposed District Plan showing varying degrees of support and 

opposition to the structure plan. The Town Centres and Connectors 

Transformation project offers a unique chance to revisit the Structure 

Plan, build consensus with landowners and the community, and make 

real changes to the town centre. The outcome of the project will feed 

into the funding requirements in Council Long Term Plan and the 

Proposed District Plan.   

The concepts presented in this report rely on significant levels of private 

sector investment. Kāpiti is competing for the investment dollar with 

other parts of the Wellington region. It is important that public amenity, 

the regulatory environment and other initiatives (such as incentives) 

support development of the town centre as much as possible to enable 

business to operate effectively and confidently. 

The people of Paraparaumu and Kāpiti need Paraparaumu town centre 

to be a thriving heart to the district, and to fulfil the community’s 

aspiration of Paraparaumu being a 'civic heart of the district' that people 

can be proud of.   

To succeed, the concepts presented must reflect the aspirations of 

community, business, iwi, government and interest groups. A balance 

needs to be struck as to what is affordable, achievable, transforms the 

town, promotes accessibility, improves amenity, creates a sense of 

identity and meets our needs for a resilient future.  

This report steps people through the concepts. The concepts presented 

reflect what we have heard from you so far. They also reflect our 

experience in town centre and urban design projects. We are not 

closed in our ideas and want to see what you think of the concepts, 

before we advise Council further.  
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3 Historical setting 

  

Kāpiti Road 1953-1954  

Late 1840’s – Painting of Kāpiti North  

June 1888 
The Crown bought 
land was offered for 
sale. Within 10 
years, most of the 
sections had been 
sold. The 
settlement grew 
near the railway 
line. Orchards and 
small farms 
developed and 
bush was cleared. 

16 May 1840 
The Treaty of Waitangi 
was signed at 
Waikanae by 20 
signatories.  
Te Rangi Hīroa and 
Te Ohu also signed the 
Treaty of Waitangi on 
Motungarara Island on 
the 4 June 1840. Rev. 
Octavius Hadfield and 
Rev. Henry Williams 
were witnesses to the 
signing of the Deed. 

From 1866 
Over time, towns 
were formed inland 
from beach 
settlements (eg 
Paraparaumu,       
and Waikanae) 
where the railway 
route took it away 
from the sea.  Roads 
were formed 
between the railway 
and beach 
settlements. 

2002  
New Paraparaumu Library opens.  

1910 – Paraparaumu Railway Station 

1902-29 
Malcolm and Robin 
Maclean bought 
the Paraparaumu 
Beach area. In 
1920, 1923 and 
1929 they 
subdivided it as a 
beach resort. 

2012 
Paraparaumu Town Centre Structure Plan 
contained in Proposed District Plan.  

1990s  
Population growth in 
the district was 
amongst the highest in 
New Zealand. Several 
retirement villages 
were built. 

2010 
Kāp    Expressw y conf rmed.  

1960-75 
 There was rapid 
economic and 
population growth in 
the district. Building and 
related trades 
flourished.   Coastlands 
shopping centre and Te 
Rō ō industrial park 
were developed. 
 

1950s - 

Paraparaum
u was 

Wellington's 
airport 

for passenge
rs and 

freight. 

March 2014 
Decision released on Plan Change 72A. 

2014-15 

Town Centres and Connectors 
Transformation Project   
Paraparaumu Town Centre 

2004 – Paraparaumu Concept Plan  

2012 – Paraparaumu Structure Plan  

2011 – SH1 Revitalisation options (NZTA) 

1975-89 
The suburban railway 
system was electrified 
to Paraparaumu. 

1973 – Extensions to Coastlands Shopping Mall 

1950s 
Paraparaumu was 
Wellington's airport for 
passengers and freight. 

1874 
The Crown bought 
983  cres of Māor  
land at 
Paraparaumu. 
  
 

1886 
This land was then 
transferred to the 
Wellington and 
Manawatu Rail 
Company when 
trains began to run 
in 1886 after four 
years of 
construction. 
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4 Context – town to beach 

Paraparaumu Beach 

Kāpiti Airport 

Paraparaumu town centre 

The focus of this study is on the Paraparaumu town 

centre and Kāpiti Road. Coastlands and Rimu Road 

is the right place for the town centre – with a focus on 

civic and community facilities/services, a transport 

hub, new residential, commercial and retail activities. 

Paraparaumu needs to function from the town centre 

to the beach and Kāpiti Road provides essential east-

west connectivity. 

Wharemauku Stream is a key physical feature. 
Kāpiti Road commercial 

Expressway 

K
ā
p

it
i 
R

o
a
d

 

Rimu Road 

Wharemauku Stream 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=AIcKpt1MnlhINM&tbnid=xAyOeuCp-rBRbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/north-symbol-for-map&ei=5v_nU4rxBMaE8gW71YCQAg&bvm=bv.72676100,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHzSev5TdSfsnIE6x3SswOZYbYrLw&ust=1407799636797647
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5 Looking around 

The transformation of Paraparaumu sits within the context of other 

studies and the Proposed District Plan process. 

Key features of Paraparaumu town centre are:  

1. Council (civic) building 

2. Paraparaumu Library 

3. Kāpiti community centre 

4. Coastlands Aquatic Centre 

5. Wharemauku Stream 

6. Kāpiti Primary School 

7. Police station 

8. Railway station 

9. Coastlands 

10. Large format retail 

11. Quick stop retail

Hinemoa Street defines the main area of the town centre to the east as 

does the Expressway alignment to the west. Kāpiti Road is the main 

arterial road connecting to the beach. Rimu Road is a busy arterial road 

parallel to SH 1. Ihakara Street is the southern boundary of our study 

area.  
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Linkages 

 

  

Opportunities 

1. There is the possibility of creating a new link 

road between Kāpiti Road and Rimu Road. 

The development of this link road would 

need to be in partnership with the land 

owners. 

2. Providing a connection between the railway 

station and the bus interchange to 

Coastlands and the Civic buildings, possibly 

through traffic calming (e.g. raised road 

table, slower speeds, roadside vegetation). 

3. Connect Ihakara Street to the Airport. The 

timing of this development would depend on 

an increase in demand for the Airport 

Business Park development. 

4. Possible connection between Wharemauku 

Precinct and Ihakara Street.  

5. Slow traffic speeds through the area around 

the Council (civic) building, Library and 

Aquatic Centre by tree planting, kerbs and 

low impact storm water design. 

6. Enhance walking and cycling connections to 

and through the town centre – through 

Coastlands and to the Civic buildings, along 

Wharemauku Stream, and along Rimu and 

Kāpiti Roads. 

2 
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Town Centre Design 

 

 

Opportunities  

A Generating a ‘joined up’ sequence of buildings fronting to Iver Trask Place. 

Opportunities to develop the street into a low speed traffic environment or 

walking area only. 

1. New street or lane from Council buildings/Library across Rimu Road. 

Make a more defined open space/square area for public use. Traffic 

could be managed differently. 

2. New building ‘pods’ as off-shoot from Coastlands linking Rimu Road 

to Coastlands. 

3. Improvements to the bus/rail interchange. 

4. Develop open spaces/ wetlands with storm water management area. 

This area could be used for recreation. 

 

A 

B B Generating a ‘joined up’ sequence of buildings fronting to Rimu Road 

as a main street commercial/retail area. 

1. New buildings built up to Rimu Road frontage, Coastlands 

frontage and Wharemauku precinct land frontage (depends on 

landowners’ approval). 

2. Rimu Road designed as a main street. 

3. Improvements to the bus/rail interchange. 

4. Develop open spaces/ wetlands with storm water management 

area. This area could be used for recreation.  
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Car parking use 
 

Saturday 14/6/2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 8/7/2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 24/7/2014  

< 25% 

25 – 50% 

50 – 75% 

>75% 

 

A survey of car parking use was undertaken over 

three days in the Paraparaumu town centre. 

(Numbers on diagrams are reference to study 

areas). Areas where use is greater than 75% 

indicate some kind of parking management is 

required.  

There is potentially too much car parking in some 

areas and too little in other areas. The surveys 

show high use of commuter parking on week days 

in area 4. Note: Thursday 24 July was a Council 

meeting day resulting in high use in area 6.  

Area 5 is underutilised for car parking.  
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Kāpiti Road 

 

  

Kāpiti Road is dominated by busy traffic making walking and cycling unpleasant. 

The width of the road is restricted. There is no ‘greening’ of the street.  

Opportunities  

1. The Expressway interchange will provide access to the town centre. 

2. Provide cycle and walking paths (further investigation is being 

undertaken). 

3. Design new intersections close to the Expressway on and off ramps at 

Milne Drive/Te Rōtō Drive and Arawhata Street. 

4. Timing and the form of the Ihakara Street extension to Kāpiti Airport 

may influence Kāpiti Road traffic volumes. 

5. Redesign the intersection of the town centre and Rimu Road. 

6. Position and form of new road connection to the town centre link road. 

7. Providing frontage access for properties along the street edge. 
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Context 

Paraparaumu 
population 
stable, but 

district growth 

No main street 
focus 

Congested 
Kāpiti Road 

SH1 changes 
to local arterial 

District centre 
of Kāpiti Coast 

Need for 
public space 

Character Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recreation 
Coastlands Aquatic 

Centre, Sustainable 

Home and Garden Show, 

walking and cycling  

 

Streets 
Existing SH1, Rimu Road, 

Ihakara Street,  

Kāpiti Road, Kāpiti Lights, 

Iver Trask Place,  

Ngahina Street 

 

Public 

spaces 

Library café, Kāpiti Lights 

Wharemauku Stream 

walkway, Coastlands 

foodcourt 

 

Retail / 

commercial 

Coastlands, Rimu Road,   

Kāpiti Lights, Kāpiti 

Landing  

 

Civic / 

service 

Library, Council (civic) 

building, Coastlands 

Aquatic Centre, railway 

station, buses, community 

centre, police station, 

Kāpiti Primary School 

The following table shows a medium growth rate scenario (including the 

expressway impact) on Paraparaumu. 

Population 2013 2023 2033 

Raumati Beach 4,848 4,829 4,717 

Paraparaumu Central 8,685 9,516 10,287 

Paraparaumu Beach North 3,567 3,348 3,114 

Paraparaumu Beach South 4,941 4,837 4,584 

Total Paraparaumu 22,041 22,530 22,702 

Total Kāpiti Coast District 49,101 53,027 56,301 
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The Structure Plan – contained in the Proposed District Plan 

  

The Paraparaumu Structure Plan 2012 showed an integrated District 

Centre Zone within Paraparaumu (opposite). The Structure Plan is part of 

the Proposed District Plan. It sets out the land use activities, movement 

network, open space network and storm water management for the District 

Centre Zone. This area identified three precincts (A, B and C):  A – retail, 

B – civic and C – commercial/ mixed use. The reasons for undertaking the 

Structure Plan were to: 

 address the future of the greenfield land on the west side of Rimu Road 

 recognise the Expressway and interchange at Kāpiti Road 

 provide input to the District Plan review  

 address the developments at Kāpiti Landing. 

The Town Centres and Connectors Transformation Project gives an 
opportunity to revisit previous decisions in shaping future development 
and improving public amenity of Paraparaumu. 

 

The Structure Plan, the 
Proposed District Plan and 
this project etc. feed into 
the outcome of an 
improved Paraparaumu 
town centre, Economic 
Development  Policy and 
an Operative District Plan. 
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6 Listening to people 

When we asked the Paraparaumu community to share their ideas on how to transform the town centre we received 201 suggestions.  Advice has also 

come from interest groups, landowners, Council staff, and our professional team of planners, engineers, urban designers, landscape architects, 

transport planners and property advisers at Beca, Boffa Miskell, Brewer Davidson Architects and Bogacki Property.  

 

Community responses  

 

 

need a 
central 
hub 

promote 
public 
transport 

attractive 
entry to town 

pedestrian 
friendly  

attractive 
lane ways sculptures 

close 
proximity 
shorter term 
parking 
spaces 

encourage cycling 
and walking as a part 
of everyday life 

new link road 
between Rimu 
Road and Kāpiti 
Road is a good 
idea  

pedestrian 
corridors 

promote mixed use 

development 

make 
Wharemauku 
Stream a 
feature 

create better 

cycling 

connections 

landscaped 

public 

places for 

children to 

play 

extend/don’t extend 
Ihakara Street 

vibrant spaces 

gathering 
places 

green 
spaces 

fewer traffic lights on 
Kāpiti Road 

crime 
prevention 

cycle 
tracks 

local 

public 

art 
pocket parks 

town square 

need a 
central heart 
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Community Open Day 28 June 2014, Paraparaumu Library 

An open day was held on Saturday 

28 June 2014 to get the 

conversation started. Written 

feedback was open until 14 July 

2014 (we also welcomed late 

feedback).  

The open day was a great success 

with a steady stream of 100-150 

visitors having a look around and 

telling us how they thought the 

town centre could be improved.  

We have also had a number of 

meetings with businesses, interest 

groups, and landowners to 

following up on particular issues. 
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7 Your aspirations  

Based on feedback we summarised your aspirations for transforming 

Paraparaumu as follows: 

 Focus on the public areas around the Council (civic) building and 

Library  

 Promote Rimu Road as a main street retail area 

 Provide close proximity car parking 

 Encourage walking and cycling as a part of everyday life 

 Bypass the town centre with a new link road between Kāpiti Road 

and Rimu Road or Ihakara Street  

 Fewer traffic lights on Kāpiti Road 

 Consider how people can access their properties on Kāpiti Road  

 Paraparaumu needs a town square/central hub 

 Connect the railway station to Coastlands and civic area with a 

pedestrian walkway 

 Develop storm water area into a park 

 Create more public space  

 Promote public transport 

 Address safety and crime issues in the Kāpiti Lights area  

 Make Wharemauku Stream a focal point 

 Encourage mixed use development and residential development in 

the Wharemauku precinct 

 Opportunity for both Paraparaumu and Waikanae to have 

similar/consistent cultural and heritage referencing  

Are the changes you seek outlined above? 
 
These changes are reflected in the design principles and the concept 
designs contained in this report. 
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8 Challenges 

Paraparaumu is the centre of the Kāpiti Coast community, providing for its civic, commercial, cultural and tourism needs. To be effective, the town 

centre and Kāpiti Road need to overcome the following challenges :  

 

Lack of integration and  sense of 
place 

The existing town centre has no defined 
boundaries and needs to consolidate commercial 
and community activities. 

 

 
 

 

How do we create a better sense of place? 

Success depends on private 
investment 

Much of the land that makes up the town centre is 
privately owned. Council can only do so much to 
create a vibrant heart to the town centre. Success 
depends on private investment and creating a 
shared long term vision. 

 

How can the private owners’ needs for an 
economic return be balanced with the public need 
for a better town centre? 

Car parking 

All town centres need car parking, but the current 
picture of Paraparaumu is dominated by it.  If too 
much parking is required then more and more of 
the centre becomes a car park. Parking is not the 
only or main reason why people are attracted to 
shop, live, work or play in a town centre.  

 
 
Where should car parking be located and how 
much parking is enough? 

Rimu Road is Paraparaumu's main 
street 

All prosperous town centres have vibrant main 
streets. To transform Rimu Road into a main street, 
the adjacent land owners need to develop buildings 
along the edge that face the street. More could be 
made of the civic buildings and their connection to 
Coastlands.  
 
 
What is the realistic expectation for development 
along Rimu Road and what alternatives are there? 

Lack of public spaces  

Public spaces play a vital role in the social and 
economic life of communities. People will enjoy 
coming to the town centre if there is a combination 
of public spaces (streets, parks and squares) with 
good quality buildings, and attractive retail or 
hospitality activities. 

 
 
Where are the best places to invest in public 
spaces? 

Lack of cross block connections  

The current town centre is made up of large blocks 
of land which means people walking, cycling or 
driving there, or trying to get across the centre, are 
forced to use just a few busy roads. There is also 
poor connection across the town centre and in 
particular to the railway station. 

 

 

How do we create better connectivity? 

Kāpiti Road improvements  

The opportunity to make improvements to Kāpiti 
Road is constrained by the width of the road 
reserve. This impacts on the ability to provide 
better walking/cycling comfort, better visual 
qualities, access to adjacent properties, as well as 
to cope with increasing vehicle traffic.  

 

 

What is a realistic approach for this key connector 
road? 

Need to connect to the rail  

The transfer of traffic to the Expressway with the 
current SH1 becoming a local road, gives an 
opportunity for better connections and access to 
the rail station from the town centre and the civic 
areas. Kāpiti Road provides a vital east - west 
connection.  
 

 

What can be done to enhance access to the 
bus/rail interchange? 

Large areas zoned for retail/ 
commercial activities in Paraparaumu  

There a range of alternative activities that could be 
are accommodated in the areas identified for 
commercial and retail activities.  Enabling retail/ 
commercial activities to spread across an extend 
area will result in the town centre having areas of 
low or no activity, and diminish viability and 
amenity. 

How to strengthen the town centre while allowing 
for a range of uses in fringe areas? 
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9 Design principles  

We have developed the following design principles to address the challenges identified: 

Integrated 

 Integrate public transport into the street network  

 Integrate the investment into the design of the public realm of lanes, streets and parks with the land-uses that will respond 

best and benefit from them 

 Integrate the planning for the centre with other Council strategies, eg cycle, walkway and bridleways network 

Connected 

 Connect active land uses and building types with streets where public life is concentrated 

 Connect to public transport – rail and bus 

 Connect to open space networks 

 Connect through blocks 

 Connect walking and cycle infrastructure 

Catalysed 

 Catalyse growth through positioning of civic, community and public infrastructure 

 Catalyse diversity and add life to the town centre by encouraging a mix of uses that bring increased employment and 

residential activities 

 Catalyse private investment by coordinating with business initiatives 

 Catalyse change through being strategic about simple, easy, quick win initiatives and complex initiatives delivered over time 

Defined 

 Define areas where there are opportunities to create high quality public spaces where people can socialise and spend time, 

and treat these accordingly 

 Define the qualities of the centres (natural features, cultural heritage, built heritage, shelter/sun access, etc.) that contribute to 

identity and emphasise these in the design initiatives 

 Define the areas where non-vehicle dominated activities are realistic and manage the design to address attendant issues 

(e.g. visual effects, stormwater, traffic circulation, parking and provision for walking/cycling networks) 

 Define the extent of the town centre and manage this to ensure that future growth is contained, and in a way that compresses 

the available activity to that centre leading to increase vibrancy 
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10 Framework 

The image below presents the bones of Paraparaumu on which we base our framework – the existing buildings, street layout and the Expressway. It is 

on this sketch we hang our ideas. The following pages present sketches of our conceptual framework (ideas for private land are up to landowners to 

progress).  
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11 Concepts 

Based on the framework we have developed some concept drawings to further promote discussion. Some of the ideas include:  

 
 
Do you think these elements will create a distinctive, vibrant and prosperous town centre for Paraparaumu?  

Rimu Road 
transformed 
into a main 

street 

SH 1 two lanes 

Public space 
improvements 

Footpaths, walkways 
lawns, garden beds, 
tree planting, outdoor 

education learning 
environments 

Bus stops on 
SH 1 

Connecting 
Coastlands to 
Rimu Road 

and the Civic 
buildings 

Improving 
pedestrian 

access in front 
of library and 
Council to the 
Aquatic Centre 

Linking the 

town centre 

with Kāpiti 

Primary School  

- creating play 

and education  

 
Signal 

controlled 

intersections 

and   

pedestrian 

crossings 

 

New green 

space west of 

Paraparaumu 

Library 

Defined retail 

hierarchy  

Encourage 

retail 

development 

along Rimu 

Road 

SH1 

streetscape 

improvements 

Upgrade 

Kāpiti Road 

Street furniture, 
lighting,  

public artwork, 
cycleways  
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12 Paraparaumu town centre precincts 

Our study broadly looks at the following seven precinct areas of Paraparaumu town centre. Our main focus at this stage is on the Civic precinct, 

creating a draw card and catalysing private sector investment, and connections and access to public transport. We provide examples of what other 

precincts could address, but it is up to the landowners of these areas to progress developments.   

Civic precinct 

Wharemauku precinct 

Rimu Road (main 
street) precinct 

Kāpiti Lights precinct 

Transport hub precinct 

Coastlands precinct 

Ihakara Street precinct 



 Paraparaumu and Kāpiti Road Preliminary Concept Designs 

// 28 August 2014  

4261941 // NZ1-9435522-2 0.2 // page 24 
BOGACKI  PROPERTY 

13 Civic precinct  

Reinforcing the civic spine 

This is intended to: 

 better connect Coastland’s front door to other civic activities such as 

the Council (civic) building, Library and Aquatic Centre 

 provide an easy-to-follow pedestrian-oriented connection from 

Coastlands to the Aquatic Centre and beyond 

 enable public activities such as outdoor dining, events and 

performance 

This will be done by: 

 creating a pedestrian promenade alongside key civic buildings 

 creating a civic pedestrian space framed by new buildings/retail 

pods on Coastlands car park 

 using consistent materials that celebrate local character 

Drawing the dune landscape into the town centre 

This is intended to: 

 enhance the views of Kāpiti Island from Iver Trask Place  

 enhance the existing dune and wetland landscape 

 bring elements of the dune landscape along the roads and up 

towards Coastlands 

This will be done by: 

 earthworks and existing open drains to create distinctive dune and 

wetland landscaped visible from Iver Trask Place 

 naturalising the edge of the school and Iver Trask Place 

 planting more vegetation of different heights and characteristics 

 creating a network of walkways connecting the landscape
  

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hBmxcjo0laqb9M&tbnid=FtCu5ILFMwQI9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.spencerholmes.co.nz/projects/waitangi_park.html&ei=bLXhU4vZL82C8gWO-IHoDg&bvm=bv.72197243,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHhhDN17XKV6Ctn7NZdj5FXqnElPw&ust=1407387349309411
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Creating playful and educational environments 

This is intended to:  

 provide opportunity for Kāpiti Primary School and Ngahina 

Kindergarten to use its surrounding landscape and community 

facilities 

 create external spaces and places for education 

 create external spaces and places for play 

This will be done by: 

 reconfiguring the edge of Iver Trask Place and Kāpiti Primary  

School land 

 creating wetland environments on public land that can be used for 

education/learning 

 providing recreational facility buildings 

 creating a distinctive play space set within a dune landscape  

 making good pedestrian connections between the school and 

existing learning facilities such as the Library and Aquatic Centre

 

Develop performance arts facilities 

This is intended to: 

 deliver on a community desire to have such facilities in Kāpiti District  

(as expressed in the 2012 Strategy of Supporting the Arts) 

 be complementary to the redevelopment of the Mahara Gallery in 

Waikanae 

 promote arts activities, draw people into the town centre and be  

a catalyst for town centre activity 

This will be done by: 

 Council developing a Performance Arts Centre as part of the civic  
and community facilities (currently timed for 2026-28) 

 planning for future community facilities   
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Civic precinct concept Stage 1 

 Roughly based on the current Structure Plan in the Proposed District 

Plan and our framework 

 A staged approach is recommended to meet the requirements of 

Council and community funding  

 Focus of the first stage is to modify the area west of the library to 

provide a large area of open space – a dunescape 

 Provides a link road between Kāpiti Road to Rimu Road 

 Opens and connects more land for commercial and residential 

purposes 

 Provides opportunity to link Brett Ambler Way with link road creating 

a connected civic spine that uses existing road structure 

 Provides good opportunity for quality open space and coastal 

character to be present in the centre of the civic/community precinct 

 Consolidates opportunities for community development closer to 

Rimu and Kāpiti Roads  

 Connects school to open space  

 Links Coastlands Aquatic Centre to the Iver Trask Place 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 1 

  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 1 – perspective (view south) 

  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 1 – perspective (view east) 

 

  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 2  

 Stage 2 extends the development of community facilities west of the 

library – the potential for performing arts and recreational facilities 

 Opens and connects more land for commercial and residential 

purposes 

 Provides a straight “civic spine” with sight-lines to Kāpiti Island  

(Iver Trask extension) 

 Creates a link between Iver Trask Place and the link road 

 Creates a link between Brett Ambler Way and the link road 
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Civic precinct concept stage 2 

  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 2 – perspective (view south) 

 
  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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Civic precinct concept Stage 2 – perspective (view east) 

 

  

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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14 Rimu Road (main street) precinct 

At the heart of every successful town is a strong, vibrant centre that 

combines retail businesses, professional services, tourism, hospitality 

and civic services. 

Vibrant main streets and town centres are an integral component of the 

community, delivering a range of economic, cultural, social and 

environmental benefits. 

An important feature of main street activity centres integration with 

adjacent urban areas and the accessibility to the community. In the 

case of Paraparaumu it will provide a sense of community and place for 

people when the mall is closed. Main streets are also an important 

source of community pride and identity. 

The picture on the next page depicts the potential to create Rimu Road 

into a main street.  It is the most logical place for a main street and will 

be supported by development of the Wharemauku precinct and the  

Encouraging landowners adjacent to Rimu Road to build up to the Rimu 

Road frontage is essential to promote a sense of main street. For 

example, as a first stage the design concept could contains a lane of 

‘pod’ buildings drawn between Coastlands and Rimu Road (refer 

Coastlands precinct). A second stage of potential retail expansion along 

Rimu Road is shown with the orange boxes. This would link with any 

plans for the Wharemauku precinct and the civic areas.  

Creating a successful main street requires recognition that a wide 

range of factors and influences determine its performance. Main streets 

have a diverse range of stakeholders, often with conflicting interests. It 

is important for these stakeholders to work together to manage the 

development of the area, including its marketing and community 

engagement to capture any issues quickly and effectively.  

Council will need to work closely with all interested parties to achieve 

the long term vision of Rimu Road as a main street. This is a long term 

vision worth pursuing, as the case for investing in and supporting, main 

street activity is compelling. 
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Potential concepts for the future of Rimu Road as a main street (view east).  The precise nature of private development is dependent on landowners to progress and concepts involving 
private land are indicative only. A staged development could occur with retail development. The image represents a long term vision for Rimu Road.   
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15 Coastlands precinct 

 

Coastlands offers convenient undercover shopping with over 80 stores 

under one hub. Located between Rimu Road and SH1 in the centre of 

Paraparaumu, Coastlands is a well-established shopping centre and 

offers a mix of boutique shopping together with bulk retail. 

Work is currently underway to upgrade The Warehouse and a new 

Briscoes development is beginning to take shape, both at the southern 

end of the shopping centre. Coastlands is also considering concept 

plans for expansion of the mall buildings. The timing of new 

construction will depend on the level of interest shown by potential new 

tenants. 

Successful retail activity is critical to achieving the vision of a thriving 

central area in Paraparaumu. By linking to the civic spine and by having 

retail and hospitality connecting to Rimu Road, the area will offer an 

attractive urban environment, drawing people out of the mall to enjoy 

public life.  

 

A key focus is in having tangible developments. Progress of a 

development between Coastlands, adjacent to Rimu Road and linking 

to the civic spine will achieve this. The image below presents an 

impression of how this could progress. 

 

. 
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16 Wharemauku precinct 

The Wharemauku precinct is privately owned. Concepts are being 

developed by landowners on what could occur.  

A link road is proposed through the precinct – linking Rimu Road to 

Kāpiti Road, and potentially to Trieste Way and Ihakara Street.  

The concepts here must be commercially viable and meet the needs of 

Plan Change 72a (PC 72a) to the District Plan. PC 72a extends the 

Commercial/Retail zone in central Paraparaumu (to include some of the 

land on the western side of Rimu Road), and outlines new rules and 

standards for development within this area which focus on the design of 

buildings and car parking areas.   

Pedestrian linkage with Coastlands and to the Civic precinct will assist 

in the further development of this area.  

Commercial/residential activities could occur along the Wharemauku 

Stream and will benefit from the development of the civic area to the 

west of the Library. A key will be the inclusion of large format retail to 

act as an anchor to the development. 
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17 Kāpiti Lights precinct 

Concerns have been raised about the safety and amenity of the area 

around Kāpiti Lights. The following photos highlight many of the 

negative aspects of this area, including: car-dominated, lacking 

landscaping, under used areas, a feeling of being unsafe at night, and 

poor pedestrian access.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A process has been initiated to work with landowners and shop owners 

in this area – as it is privately owned. There are opportunities for crime 

prevention through environmental design (CPTED) solutions/ 

environmental enhancements based on the current situation. A 

significant initiative would be creating a through street/lane to connect 

Kāpiti Lights with Rimu Road and on to the transport hub to improve 

connectivity and safety. 

Opportunities for improvement include:  

 looking at initiatives to activate and revive spaces and lanes 

 improving the legibility of the places from a pedestrian point of view 

(better footpaths/connections) 

 enhancing the link through to the train station from the Civic area for 

pedestrians 

 giving existing buildings a bit more breathing space and creating 

opportunities for outdoor dining etc using the small lanes as spaces 

(out of the wind and sun) for outdoor dining and events  

 rethinking the identity of Kāpiti Lights 

 

Images of what Kāpiti Lights could look like 
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18 Ihakara Precinct 

 

 

 

 

 

Ihakara Street is dominated by service/commercial activities. It has 

been zoned “Industrial” in the Proposed District Plan to accommodate a 

variety of land uses which are not able to be accommodated in other 

environments in the District. In this context a high amenity streetscape 

is needed to provide an efficient and functional public space interface 

for the public.  

Despite currently being a cul-de-sac, Ihakara Street serves as a key 

link in the transport network and its efficient operation would be 

compromised by retail and commercial activities which is not ancillary to 

the primary industrial activity. Further expansion of retail in this area 

would affect the viability, function and amenity of the town centre.  

Commercial and retail activities spreading across an extended area will 

result in pockets of low or no activity, significant ratios of lower grade, 

semi-occupied buildings and diminished amenity values. This will in 

turn put people off developing and investing in the district.  

An extension of Ihakara Street is planned to connect through the 

Expressway to Kāpiti Airport and on to Paraparaumu Beach. However, 

this is dependent on development of land at the Airport.  Timing and the 

form of the Ihakara Street extension to Kāpiti Airport will influence Kāpiti 

Road traffic volumes. 

No amenity improvements are proposed to Ihakara Street as part of this 

project.  
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19 Transport hub precinct 

A significant area of activity is the Paraparaumu Rail Station. This is a 

key catalyst for growth. As more people take advantage of public 

transport, the network’s value to the Kāpiti economy and environment 

will grow. The link between the bus interchange and train station will be 

designed to support at least 30 years of potential expansion.  

This proposal was presented in the consultation for the revocation of 

SH 1. It involves slow traffic speeds, adding planting and trees to soften 

the visual appearance, reducing the surface area used for vehicles and 

widening footpaths and seating areas, and adding additional pedestrian 

crossing points. Improved connection with the Rail Station will be made 

across SH1 to Kāpiti Lights and Coastlands. Further consideration of 

commuter of more parking and improved bus routing is also required.  

The concepts seek to make the transport interchange of buses and 

trains and the location of bus stops work better. This will be achieved 

by the relocation of bus stops on to existing SH1 and development of 

the rail station forecourt as shown in the image below.  

There is also opportunity for new commercial development in this area 

(shown by the yellow box below). 

 

Concepts involving private land are indicative only 
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20 Road linkages options 

Road links are needed to active and connect land areas that have not 

already been developed near the town centre. They need to promote 

access for freight, pedestrians and cyclists and they need to provide 

activity for adjoining land uses. We are still doing traffic modelling, but 

initial modelling indicates a link road is required from Rimu Road to 

Kāpiti Road - linkages of the type shown below could be appropriate 

(the red dashes show the alignment within the Paraparaumu Structure 

Plan 2012).  The drawing also shows an alternative alignment avoiding 

trees and following the drain highlighted as a greenway street. Linkages 

to the Coastland Aquatic Centre and the civic buildings along Iver Trask 

Place are also shown.  Design of road linkages also needs to take into 

consideration storm water management requirements. Final location 

and timing will be covered by the negotiation with the land owners.
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21 Kāpiti Road 

With traffic volumes in excess of 25,000 vehicles a day, Kāpiti Road is 

the busiest in the district. Work is already underway to redevelop Kāpiti 

Road as a linkage to the Expressway.  

Kāpiti Road is being widened as part of the Expressway project in the 

vicinity of the on-and-off-ramps. Traffic signals will control traffic where 

these ramps join Kāpiti Road. The Kāpiti Road - Milne and Te Roto 

intersection works will be completed in 2014. Expressway-related work 

on Kāpiti Road is planned to start in early 2015 through to June 2015. 

This project gives us the opportunity to look to the future of Kāpiti Road 

in terms of footpaths, cycleways, signs, lanes, crossings, trees and 

other features. 

The vision for Kāpiti Road is: ‘A corridor that responds to and enhances 

the adjacent land uses while allowing people easy access to all travel 

modes.’ 

In our investigations we looked to the recommendations of the Abley 

Report1 for guidance. It recommends the typical road cross section for 

Kāpiti Road. Its implications are presented on the next few pages. The 

significant consideration is the width of the road - a 24 meter wide road 

will require some land acquisition.  

Traffic modeling is the key to understanding the operation of Kāpiti 

Road, now and in the future. Our traffic modeling process is not yet 

complete, but will be before detailed concepts are developed.  

                                                      

1 http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Documents/Downloads/Projects/Town-

Centres/Reports/Kapiti_Road_Upgrade.pdf  

Following completion of the traffic modeling the following work is still to 

be undertaken:  

 develop detailed concept design for Kāpiti Road  

 identify land requirements  

 calculate indicative costs for constructing upgrade  

 establish phasing of the upgrade  

We recommend initial focus on Kāpiti Road between the Expressway 

and the existing SH1, as this will be a key to future success of the town 

centre. Over time Council should also address Kāpiti Road from the 

Expressway to Paraparaumu Beach.  

 

 

http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Documents/Downloads/Projects/Town-Centres/Reports/Kapiti_Road_Upgrade.pdf
http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Documents/Downloads/Projects/Town-Centres/Reports/Kapiti_Road_Upgrade.pdf
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Abley Report recommendations for Kāpiti Road 
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Apply the recommended cross section to Kāpiti Road (indicative only) 
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22 Assessment criteria 

When looking at the preliminary concept designs in the previous pages we would like you to assess them against the following values: 

Affordable  Affordable through Council’s Long-Term Plan process and a wise use of money. Businesses and land owners can 
afford to deliver aspects of the concept plans on their private land over time to achieve the concept plan. 

 

Achievable Can be delivered through a mix of Council and private sector initiated developments. Both public and private 
sector have buy-in to the concept plans.  

 

Transforms Enables change and improvement, makes a positive difference and transforms the current situation over time.  

 

Accessible Assists the flow of movement and accessibility of public spaces for people of all abilities. Links road, rail, 
cycleways, walkways and public spaces. 

 

Amenity Improves look, feel and usability of the area. Makes our town centres and connections safer and more attractive. 

 

Sense of identity  Creates a sense of identity and place, respects the history of the area and represents the qualities that are 
important to the community. For example, association of the town centre with Wharemauku Stream and views of 
Kāpiti Island. 

 

Meets our needs Meets the diverse range of community needs, catering for different age groups and cultures. Provides attractive 
choices within the town centres for people to want to visit, shop and enjoy.   

 

Resilient  Can be staged and adapted to meet our needs. Resilient to change over time and flexible enough to cope with 
changes in population, environment and social dynamics.  

 

Do you think these values are appropriate? We want you to rank the values listed above from 1 (most important) to (8 least important). Feel 

free to add other values and rank them accordingly.  
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23 Making it happen 

Bringing everyone together and making it happen is the role of Kāpiti 

Coast District Council. A staged programme of effective change is 

required to transform the town centre.   

Private sector investment 

We are preparing a private sector investment plan that will sit alongside 

our proposed advice to Council. The key will be to encourage staged 

investment to fit with the long term vision.  A precinct focus can 

promote development in defined areas and help stage works. 

A smart town 

Knowledge and social infrastructure are important to a competitive 

regional centre. There are significant opportunities to share utility 

corridors and provide services, such as telecommunications fibre. 

Initiatives will also help to establish a ‘smarter city’ platform from which 

to develop smart technologies and services – e.g. knowing where there 

is car parking or the time until the next bus, or providing free public  

Wi-Fi. A key challenge is to ensure that planning for the future is 

approached with a sufficiently long term focus.  

Crime prevention through environmental design 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles 

will be considered during the design and development of buildings and 

public areas to make Paraparaumu more inviting and a safer place to 

be – day and night.  

Residential activity 

A residential population in the town centre means there is still life after 

shops close. It is also essential to support business growth and 

development, and create a high level of activity.  A closer look at 

residential opportunities and needs in the town centre is required. 

Potential amendments to the Proposed District 
Plan 

New District Plan provisions will promote the Rimu Road (main street) 

precinct and linkages with the civic precinct. In time, a main street will 

offer shoppers a distinctive retail choice. With retail and commercial/ 

hospitality businesses at the centre of the town, greater activity and 

vibrancy will be generated, making the town centre more attractive.  

A review of the Paraparaumu Town Centre Structure Plan 2012 is 

required as part of the public consultation process on the Proposed 

District Plan. A number of submissions have been lodged raising 

concerns about elements of the Structure Plan. Further work is required 

to address submitter concerns. In this regard, our initial review of the 

Structure Plan concludes that the general shape and layout of the 

Structure Plan is adequate and provides for north-south town centre 

between the current State Highway 1 and the Expressway.  However, a 

couple of amendments should be made and more in depth analysis is 

still being undertaken. For example, reference to the boulevard 

transecting private property should be removed or amended to a 

“desired connection”.  Also the precinct/zoning structure seems overly 

complex and could be reconsidered and simplified. 

The rules that apply to each precinct require in-depth review as well as 

a review of the definition for “Structure Plan”. For example, restrictions 

on residential development at ground level in the town centre need 

justification.  Any further points raised in comments on this report will be 

reviewed in light of the submissions already lodged to the Proposed 

District Plan.  

Public art 

There is a significant opportunity for public artworks to reflect the 

culture, heritage and identify of Kāpiti Coast.  
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24 Next steps

Once approved by the Paraparaumu/Raumati Community Board and 

Council the concepts contained in this report are to be presented for 

community input.  

The Town Centres and Connectors Transformation Project must be 

driven by community/private development. Kāpiti Coast District Council 

can facilitate and do some things, however, it will need a shared 

approach between private and public investment to achieve the vision 

and bring ideas to reality. Local businesses and land owners need to 

buy-in and help deliver a shared long term transformation.  

 

  

We are  

here now 
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Potential future town centre (plan). Concepts involving private land are indicative only. 
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Potential future town centre (perspective). Concepts involving private land are indicative only.  
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