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MINUTES of a meeting of the Environment and Community Development 
Committee held in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, 175 Rimu Road, 
Paraparaumu on Thursday 5 February 2015 commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 
PRESENT 

    

 Cr P Gaylor (Chair) 
 Mayor R Church  
 Cr M Cardiff  
 Cr J Elliott  
 Cr J Holborow  
 Cr G Gurunathan  
 Cr D Ammundsen  
 Cr D Scott  
 Cr M Bell  
 Cr G Welsh  
 
ATTENDING 

    

 Mr P Dougherty (Chief Executive) 
 Mr S McArthur (Group Manager, Strategy and 

Partnerships) 
 Ms T Evans (Group Manager, Community 

Services) 
 Mr N Mourie (Leisure & Open Space Planner) 
 Mr D Lew (Environmental Planning Manager) 
 Ms M Pitkin (Business Support Advisor) 
 Mr R Kofoed (Ōtaki Community Board) 
 Ms F Vining (Chair, Paraparaumu, Raumati) 
 Ms A Kenna (Media Relations Manager) 
 Ms T Parata (Manager, Programme Design and 

Delivery) 
 Ms J Hewitt (Senior Advisor) 
 Ms L Hutchinson (Cadet) 
 Mrs S Shaw (Executive Secretary) 
 Mr N Forman (Kapiti Business Facilitation Service) 
     
APOLOGIES Ms J Prvanov (Waikanae Community Board) 
 Ms R Solomon (Maori Rep) 
 Mr M Scott (Chair, Waikanae Community 

Board) 
 
 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open with 
the Council blessing.   
 
 
The Chair indicated that a matter of an urgent nature was raised and would be 
discussed in Item 6 (c). 
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MOVED (Gaylor/Bell) 
 
That the Environment and Community Development Committee agree 
that the matter of the proposed short term use of the Kiosk at MacLean 
Park be treated under urgency. 
 
CARRIED 

 
 
 
ECD 15/02/095 
APOLOGIES 
 
 

MOVED (Welsh/Ammundsen) 
 
That apologies be received from Jocelyn Prvanov (Waikanae 
Community Board), Michael Scott (Chair, Waikanae Community Board), 
Reina Solomon (Maori Representative) 
 
CARRIED 

 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cr Ammundsen declared an interest with the Keep Paraparaumu and Raumati 
Beautiful submission that is part of Item 8 on the agenda: Hearing of Submissions for 
the Adoption of District Tree Policy. 
 
 
 
ECD 15/02/96 
PRESENTATION: NEVILLE FORMAN – KĀPITI BUSINESS FACILITATION 
SERVICE 
 
Darryl Lew introduced Neville Forman from the Kāpiti Business Facilitation Service. 
 
Mr Forman provided an update to the Committee on the services he provides and the 
type of advice that is requested.   
 
Over the period of 1 August 2012 to 20 December 2014 he has met with 243 Clients 
 
He also gave some examples of the types of businesses that use the service he 
provides. 
 
Mr Lew updated the Committee about where to from here which included: 

 New Economic Development Strategy; 

 Implementation Plan – Draft LTP has provided for programmes continuation; 

 Open for Business plan; 

 Service ‘Good Problem’ – over subscription unless more resources provided. 
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ECD 15/02/97 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 

1. Ann Lawler spoke to the Board in regards to the proposed Ōtaki Splashpad.  
She has concerns around incorrect information, the legality of the process, 
lack of consultation and no proper prioritisation including consideration for 
needs of teenagers. 

 
The Chair gave an update on how the LTP submission process will work and 
asked Council staff to make sure that Ms Lawler has the correct information to 
submit into this process. 

 
 
ECD 15/02/098 
HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS FOR THE ADOPTION OF DISTRICT TREE POLICY 
 
 
Submitter 1 – Fergus Wheeler spoke to the Committee in regards to planting on 
berms.  He wanted to know what the plans are for actively discouraging people to 
stop planting on berms.  He advocates for a rewrite of the policy so that Council must 
prove a tree is causing an engineering problem before staff can remove them.  Also 
residents should be given one month to appeal any such decision, the onus should 
be on the Council to provide justification to remove. 
 
 
Cr Cardiff left the meeting at 10.45am and rejoined at 10.48am. 
 
 
Submitter 3 – Kristy McGregor from Federated Farmers of New Zealand Group 
spoke to the Committee.  They support and acknowledge any submissions made by 
individual members of Federated Farmers.  
 
The Federated Farmers submit: 

 That trees planted on Council administered land shall be no closer than 2m to 
a boundary fence; 

 That Electricity (Hazards from trees) Regulations 2003 is to be referenced in 
Section 4.2 Tree Planting, to ensure that the regulations are complied with 
when planting trees; 

 That farmers are enabled to carry out works when Council trees pose a threat 
to their fences, electricity supply or other farm infrastructure without the need 
for prior Council approval.  Federated; 

 That trees will be trimmed to keep a clearance distance of at least 750mm 
away from fences, to prevent electric fences from shorting out; 

 That a provision is included to allow for immediate or emergency tree pruning 
or removal by farmers; 

 That the Council trims trees along roadsides to at least 6m to avoid 
overhanging trees affecting large vehicles; 

 That the need for secure fencing or functional farm infrastructure shall always 
take precedence over intangible benefits such as amenity; 
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 That the Council as landowner and owner of the trees bears the cost for 
maintaining these trees, even when special requests for service are made; 

 They support section 4.5 Fire Risk; 

 They are in support of Section 4.6 and the Council’s commitment to maintain 
trees to avoid damage or interference with property and services; 

 That Council maintains trees that are reducing safe visibility or obstructing 
farm gates and entrances on local roads as well as arterial roads; 

 That Council control of pests and weeds occurs on all of Council administered 
land, and not just in ecologically significant areas. 

 
 
Summary of Discussion Points Raised by Elected Members: 

 Making a distinction between rural and urban areas. 
 
 
Submitter 2 – Heather McKenzie spoke to the Committee.  She commended the 
Council on coming up with this policy for trees on Council land.  She talked about the 
importance of sun as an energy source in the urban community, if you have solar 
panels it is important for the houses to get sun.  She also spoke about the general 
warming effect of the sun on the environment.  She would like these issues taken into 
account. 
 
Summary of Discussion Points Raised by Elected Members: 

 The discussion around shade areas. 
 
 
Submitter 4 – Rod and Barbara Clark spoke to the Committee about the 
management and maintenance of trees.  They would like to see incorporated in the 
policy greater weight given to the views of ratepayers and residents regarding issues 
created by street trees that throw off large amounts of debris and leaf litter and that, 
because of their size, inhibit enjoyment and pleasure of their properties.  It should be 
noted that a lot of these tree characteristics are such that they have the potential to 
grow and be very large and out of scale with residential situations. 
 
 
Submitter 5 – Hannah Zwartz spoke to the Committee.  She noted that this 
submission was made by herself and not as her capacity of Green Gardener. 
She encouraged Council to plant edible tress.  She is concerned at the policy 
suggestion to ‘actively discourage’ berm plantings.  She has been assisting residents 
who have wanted to plant berms, in line with the guidelines of not interfering with 
services, public access or visibility.  Planted berms can be attractive, waterwise 
gardens that contribute to neighbourhood’s just as much if not more than grass 
berms. 
 
 
Submitter 6– Kerry Dalton spoke to the Committee.  The policy does not reflect the 
real partnership that exists between residents and Council in the maintenance and 
management of berms.  The Council relies on residents to maintain berms outside 
their properties.  It does not have an active programme of doing this.  Therefore the 
policy needs to reflect this reality.  Also there doesn’t seem to be a definition of willful 
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damage in this policy, meaning Council may be bound to respond in an overly 
litigious or punitive way to relatively minor incidents. 
 
 
Summary of Discussion Points Raised by Elected Members: 

 Discussion around Council ownership of the berm.  

 Council has never had a tree policy so this is a starting point. 
 
 
Submitter 7 – Florence McNeill Chair of the Paekākāriki Orchard and Gardens 
Group spoke to the Committee.  Council should fully support and encourage berm 
and other public places planting of edibles and native plants.  She strongly objects to 
any clause that allows the Council to remove unauthorized plantings without good 
reason.  Planting berms in a wide variety of species can play an important role for 
increasing bio-diversity, habitat and food for beneficial insects and other wildlife such 
as lizards and native birds.  Berm plantings reduce wasteful lawn mowing and 
spraying and can dramatically enhance the street scape. 
 
 
Submitter 8 – Adrienne Burleigh on behalf of Keep Paraparaumu and Raumati 
Beautiful spoke to the Committee.  They have focused on two main points which is 
the education aspect concerning trees and tree management both within Council and 
the wider community.  Also they want to make sure that the treescape continues on 
from the Expressway, it is imperative that a proactive and well managed planting 
programme is instigated right now so that, as the exits and entrances from and to the 
expressway come into use. 
 
 
Submitter 9 – Sam Buchanan, on behalf of the Paekākāriki Community Board 
spoke to the Committee.  At present, the document is not user friendly, it is overly 
long , repetitive and poorly organized.  They consider that polices produced by the 
Council should be clear and simple to use by the average person, who needs to 
understand the policy in order to follow it.  They also query the “Unauthorised 
plantings of trees and other plants by residents on street berms in not permitted and 
shall be actively discouraged, this is problematic for the Paekākāriki residents who 
have put in considerable effort into their berms. 
 
 
ECD 15/02/99 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME CONTINUED 
 
Gavin Welsh left the meeting at 11.46am and rejoined at 11.48am. 
 

2. Allan Smith spoke to the Committee in regards to the Hearing of Submissions 
for the District Tree Policy that was Item 8 on the agenda.  He spoke about 
trimming trees on the berm and what the distinction was between urban and 
rural areas.  Council need to think about the practicalities around this. 

 
Murray Bell left the meeting at 11.50am and rejoined at 11.52am. 
Jackie Elliott left the meeting at 11.51am and rejoined at 11.53am. 
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3. John Barrett spoke to the Committee in regards to the Proposed Short Term 
use of the Kiosk at MacLean Park.  They are happy to be flexible with the 
proposal of shared usage in regards other Community Groups wanting to use 
the facility. 

 
4. Dale Evans spoke to the Committee in regards to the Council blessings at the 

start of meetings, the proposed short term use of the Kiosk at Maclean Park 
and tree maintenance. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12.07pm and reconvened at 12.15pm. 
 
 
ECD 15/02/099 
MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 

(a) Public Speaking Time Responses –  
 
Ms Vining responded to comments by Dale Evans and she explained that 
Community Board members have jobs and some have children, they spend what 
time they have available for the Community Board and they also have a number of 
other issues that they are dealing with in the Community. 
 

(b) Leave of Absence – there was none 
 

MOVED (Bell/Church) 
 
That a leave of absence be granted to Cr Ammundsen from the 16-20 
February 2015. 
 
CARRIED 

 
 

(c) Matters of an Urgent Nature –  
 
Proposed Short Term Use of the Kiosk at MacLean Park 
 
Tamsin Evans, Group Manager of Community Services spoke to this report.  This is 
a fixed term to 31 May 2015 and it does not preclude any of the longer term uses that 
the Community Board has been looking into   
 
Phil Edwards rejoined the meeting at 12.19pm. 
 
The following points emerged from discussions: 

 Is the Paraparaumu/Raumati Community Board happy with this proposal? 

 Is the building suitable for Biosecurity checks for the operator? 

 Possibility of putting in Stoat traps for extra security; 

 Queries around a concession to occupy the building; 

 Storage of the Boats; 

 An opportunity to see how this site will work for Kapiti Nature Island tours. 
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MOVED (Elliott/Holborrow) 
 
That the Environment and Community Development Committee 
approves the immediate use of the Kiosk at Maclean Park, Paraparaumu 
Beach by Kapiti Island Nature Tours until 31 May 2015 at a weekly rental 
of $100. 
 
CARRIED 

 
 
 
ECD 15/02/100 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

MOVED (Bell/Ammundsen) 
 
That the minutes of the 11 December 2014 meeting of the Environment 
and Community Development Committee be confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
CARRIED 

 
 
 
ECD 15/02/101 
MATTERS UNDER ACTION 
 
Smokefree Policy 
 
Due to staff workloads relating to the Psychoactive Substances Policy development 
and the Long Term Plan, this issue has not been progressed.  Given the current work 
programme this matter will not be reporting back till after March 2015. 
 
Cycleway, Walkway and Bridleway Advisory Group (CWB) – Terms of Reference 
 
There have been meetings with stakeholders and Council staff will report back at the 
March meeting. 
 
 
 

  The meeting concluded at 12.37pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………………………….. / …………/ 2015 
 
Cr Penny Gaylor, Chair 


