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Building Amendment Act 
2012 

This Act is part of a package of changes which introduce a range of new consents with 
corresponding time frames based on risk.  The details of this framework are to be set 
by Order in Council and be supported by regulation.   
 
The types of consents include the following: 

 Low risk building consent - to be granted within 5 working days and inspection is 
not required before issuing Consent Completion Certificate (CCC). 

 Simple residential consent - to be granted within 5 working days and it is only 
required to undertake the prescribed inspections before issuing CCC. 

 Standard building consent - similar regime as currently undertaken with building 
consents. 

 Commercial building consents - to be granted within 20 working days - information 
provided regarding risk profile of application and quality assurance system that will 
apply to building work.  Inspections are likely to audit the quality system that is 
being used for work rather than the work itself.  
 

Enacted March 2012. 
 
Minor and/or technical changes as a result of this 
amendment came into force immediately on 12 March 2012. 
  
However, the commencement date for the remaining more 
significant changes will not come into force until a date 
appointed by the Governor-General by Order in Council.  At 
this stage we are still awaiting that Order in Council. 
 
There were some suggestions that regulations in this area 
would progress in 2015 but to date this has not happened.  
 
As at 29 August 2016 there has been no further progress 
with this legislation but the Minister has identified that it 
is part of his current year’s work programme. 

Building (Earthquake-
prone buildings) 
Amendment Bill 2013 

The key components of this Bill are: 
 
To require territorial authorities to undertake seismic capacity assessment of all non-
residential and multi-storey/multi-unit residential buildings (as currently defined in 
section 122 of the Building Act) in their districts within five years from commencement, 
using a methodology specified and published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation 
and Employment (MBIE). 
 

 Territorial authorities to prioritise buildings for assessment according to a 
framework to be specified and published by MBIE. 

 Territorial authorities to provide the results of the assessments to the relevant 
building owner. 

 Owners will be able to provide an engineering assessment as specified by MBIE if 
they disagree with the territorial authority’s’ assessment. 

 There will be a National Register of earthquake-prone buildings held by MBIE that 
will be able to be searched by the public. 

This legislation was given royal assent on 13 May 2016.  
The Government has indicated that it will not be formally 
enacted until regulations are in place.   
 
As at 29 August 2016: It is likely that the regulations will 
be consulted on in October/November 2016 and this 
legislation will come into place in July 2017. 
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 There will also be the ability for owners to seek exemptions from these 
requirements from territorial authorities and special provisions for heritage 

buildings. 

Building (Pool) 
Amendment Bill 

 
Select Committee 

As at 29 August 2016 this bill is still at the second 
reading stage. 

No further update 

Resource Management 
Act 1991  

(Phase 2 amendments) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last term of Government proposed amendments to the RMA were 
announced. Some of those amendments were enacted and the remainder (Phase Two 
amendments) are understood to be proposed to be enacted during the current term. 
The following, taken from the Ministry for the Environment website, gives some context 
to the proposals.  

These proposals would make further improvements to the RMA and resource 
management more broadly, including how fresh water is managed and used. Main 
elements of the proposals include: 

 clearer national direction and tools 

 single, local resource management plans that address future environmental and 
development priorities and cover all local, regional and national issues; replacing 
the range of planning documents we have today 

 simpler, faster and fewer resource consents 

 Māori interests and values to be considered earlier in resource management 
planning processes with solutions developed upfront 

 comprehensive management of natural hazards in planning and consenting 

 housing affordability addressed through explicit attention being paid to this issue 
in plans and changes to consenting arrangements to drive down their cost and 
improve their timeliness. 

As at 29 August 2016: 

The amendments have been introduced to Parliament.  
Submissions to the Select Committee closed on 
14 March 2016. 

The Committee's report-back to Parliament has been 
postponed further postponed to 7 November. 
 

The Government released a proposal for a National 
Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, for 
consultation. Submissions closed on 15 July 2016.  A 
submission has been made by KCDC staff.  

 

Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand Bill (FENZ 

This Bill was introduced into the House on 30 June 2016. The purpose of the Bill is to 
introduce legislation to modernise New Zealand fire services by setting up a single fire 
organisation responsible for rural and urban fire. 

The Bill in intended to enable – 

 ‘fit for purpose’ 21
st 

century fire services that are flexible, modern, effective, and 
efficient; and 

Submission on the Bill close on 18 August 2016. Council 
has completed its submission. 

 

The FENZ is expected to be established on 1 July 2017. 
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 Fire services that work well, are funded appropriately, and value the paid and 
volunteer workforce. 

The Bill repeals two Acts governing fire services, the Fire Service Act 1975 and the 
Forest and Rural Fires Act 1977.  

The Bill makes clear that when New Zealand’s urban and rural fire services are unified, 
local government will no longer operate or separately fund rural fire services. However, 
it is not clear what this means for existing fire prevention bylaws including Council’s role 
in issuing fire permits for urban areas. It is not clear whether the new organisation will 
be solely responsible for determining controls on outdoor fires in urban areas including 
issuing fire permits. This could mean that Council does not require a fire prevention 
bylaw anymore.   

  

 


