
Ecological Values Review



• Purpose to outline the 

national, regional and local 

guidance which is directing 

the information that is 

available and why it is 

important

• Desktop review of available 

data sources 
From KCDC and GWRC

• Includes flora and faunal 

sites of significance 

present along the coast



Coastal Hazards and 
Climate Change –
Guidance for local 

Government in New 
Zealand, 2017





What classifies Ecology?

• Indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous flora and fauna 

• Have been considered significant if they meet one or more of the 
criteria outlined in the Operative District Plan:



Guiding National Guidance 

• Resource Management Act (1991)

• Section 6(c) the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation 
and significant habitats of indigenous fauna

• Section 7 other matters

• Coastal Policy Statement

• National Climate Change Risk Assessment: Framework, 
Methodology and Technical reports

• Te Mana o te Taiao Aotearoa New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy 
2020

• National Policy for Freshwater Management

• National Adaptation Plan



Regional Guidance 



Local/District Guidance 

•Coastal Strategy (2010)

•Operative District Plan (2021)

•Reserve Management plans 

• i.e. Te Horo Gravel Beach Interim Pest Plant Control and 
Restoration Strategy

•Waikanae Beach, Kapiti Coast Best Practice Guidelines 
for Reshaping and Planting Foredunes



Ecological Information Available

Based on National Climate Change Risk Assessment we 
derived 5 values that were readily available to us to 
use:

• Dunes – GWRC data

•Wetlands – GWRC data

• Significant bird sites – GWRC data

• Ecological sites – KCDC data

• Key indigenous trees – KCDC data



•Acknowledges gaps such as

•Privately owned sites of potential significance

•Populations of small flora are difficult to track

•Mixed management systems = competing ideas

• Incoming national guidance likely changing how te
Taiao is managed

•Doesn’t include:
•Sites of significance for Māori
• i.e. fishing and kaimoana collecting sites

•Kāpiti Island



Due to a lack of no single, overarching point of
governance, leadership, or coordination, roles and
responsibilities are carried out individually, leaving no
overarching accountability.

This review is not here to point out every species of
flora and fauna but instead identify sites which will be
of interest to protect and consider when working
through the Risk Assessment process.

Te Mana o te Taiao (2020) notes systems are not currently 

working as well as they should be. 

Biodiversity systems are complex


